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PREFACE. 

AS  It  would  give  us  the  greateft  con- 
cern, that  any  part  of  that  Public^ 
to  whom  we  owe  fuch  long-continued 
and  infinite  obligations,  fhmild  attribute 
the  latenefs  of  our  publication,  cither  to 
an  unthankful  remiffnefs  on  our  fide,  or 
to  a  prefumptuous  confidence  on  their  fa- 
vour, we  think  it  neceflTary  at  this  time 
|o  fay  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjed, 

pur  firft  confiderable  failure  in  point 
of  time,  proceeded  from  unavoidable  mif- 
lortunej  from  long  and  dangerous  ill- 

nefs ; 


VI 
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nefs;  a  fort  of  interruption,  which  a 
courfe  of  years  muft  be  expeded  naturally 
to  produce.  Whoever  will  at  all  confider 
the  nature  of  an  annual  work,  of  great 
diverfity,  attention  and  labour,  in  which 
the  bufinefs  of  the  coming  year  is  con- 
ftantly  preffing  upon  the  prefent,  will  ea- 
fily  conceive  the  difficulty  of  fpeedily  re- 
covering any  confiderable  portion  of  loft 
time,  even  fuppofing  things  ftlU  to  conti- 
nue in  their  ufual  and  ordinary  courfe. 
But  in  the  inftance  we  mention,  the  oc- 
cafional  delay  was  immediately  fucceeded 
by  an  unexpected  and  extraordinary  ac- 
ceffion  of  bufinefs ;  which  has  fince  con- 
tinually increafed,  until  it  has  arrived  at 
a  magnitude  before  unknown.  Thus 
the  original  difficulty  was  not  only  ren- 
dered 
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dered  infurmountable,  but  the  evil  itfelf 
became  of  neceffity  greater. 

If  the  Annual  Reglfter  were  entirely  a 
compilation^  we  fliould  have  much  to  an- 
fwer  for  any  failure  in  point  of  time. 
But  the  nature  of  the  hiftorical  part,  does 
not  admit  of  fuch  precifion.  It  muft,  in 
that  refped,  as  in  all  others,  be  governed 
by  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  its 
objeds.  While  the  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs continues  to  render  it  the  principal 
and  moft  interefting  part  of  our  work, 
we  fliall  run  no  race  againfl:  time  in  its 
execution.  We  owe  too  much  to  the 
Public,  to  make  them  fo  bad  a  return 
for  their  favour ;  we  owe  too  much  to 
ourfelves,  to  forfeit  the  high  reputation 
in  which  the  work  now  (lands  abroad  as 

well 
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well  as  at  home.  We  truft  that  the? 
readers  of  our  prcfent  Hiftory,  will 
equally  acquit  us  of  remiflhefs  in  the 
execution,  and  of  an  undue  prefump- 
tion  on  their  favour  in  the  delay* 
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Hetro/pe/li'ue  njienv  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  in  the  year  X779.  ^/^'i?  of 
the  helligerant  poiuers  in  Germany,  Enient  of  the  late  campaign,  in- 
duces a  difpofition  favourable  to  the  pacific  njie-vjs  of  the  Emprefs-^een  ; 
•which  are  farther  feconded  by  the  mediation  of  RuJJia  and  France.  A 
fufpenfion  of  arms  publif^ed,  and  the  Congrefs  for  negociating  a  peace 
ajfernbles  at  Tefchen.  treaty  of  peace  concluded.  Differences  betnueen 
RuJJia  and  the  Porte,  threaten  a  ne^w  ivar.  Nogociation  conduced, 
mid  a  nenv  convention  concluded,  under  the  mediation  of  the  French  mi" 
iiifier.  Nasval  preparations  by  Spain.  Opens  the  ivar  nvith  the  fiege 
of  Gibraltar.  France,  Confequences  of  the  appointment  of  M.  Necker 
to  the  go'vernment  of  the  French  finances,  Succefsful  expedition  to  the 
coafi  of  Africa.  IneffeSlual  attempt  upon  the  Ifland  of  Jerfey,  Threat 
of  an  invafion,  and  great  preparations  apparently  for  that  purpofe, 
French  fleet  fails  from  Brefi,  and  proceeds  to  the  coafis  of  Spain.  Com- 
bined fleets  of  France  and  Spain  enter  the  Britip  channel,  and  appear 
in  great  force  before  Plymouth.  Enemy  quit  the  channel,  return  again ; 
at  length  finally  quit  the  Britijh  coitfts,  and  proceed  to  Brefl. 

THE   little  efFeft  produced  by  if  not  entirely   fufficient   to    pro- 

the  contention  of  the  great-  duce  an  adlual  defire  of  ppace  on 

eft    leaders,   and    of  the    greateft  both   fides,   could    not,    however, 

armies    in   the   world,   during   the  fail  to  induce  a  kind  of  languor 

campaign  of  1778,    in    Bohemia,  and    wearifomenefs,  and    in   fsme 

VoL.^  XXIII,  lA]    ,  coaiiderable 
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confidcrablc  degree  to  wear  away  extended  to  all  the  other  llates 
that  quick  relilh,  and  keen  ap-  that  compofe  the  Germanic  body, 
petite  for  war,  which  great  and  Upon  the  whole  it  would  almoil 
untried  force  and  talents,  afting  feem,  as  if  fortune,  who  had  fo 
under  the  fanguine  hopes  of  yet  often  wonderfully  befriended  that 
unfoiled  ambition,  are  fo  emi-  hero,  and  whofe  apparent  defer- 
a^ntly  calculated  to  excite.  tions    of   him    in   cafes    of  great 

We  have  heretofore  fhewn,  that    danger,  (which  were  no  lefs  conr 
this   was   not   fo   much   a  war  of   fpicuous  than  her  favours)  always 
choice,  as   of  prudence,  forefight,    tended  ultimately   to  the   increafe 
and  political  neceffity,  on  the  fide    of  his  fame,  was   now   anxious    to 
of    the    King    of    Pruffia.      He    affix  a  new  ftarap  to   the   renown 
made  no  claims  ;    he  had  no  im-    of  her  old  favourite ;  and  of  clo- 
mediate    objeft    of   enlarging   his    fmg  his  great  military  adions  by 
dominions  in  view ;  nor  if  he  had,    a  war,  in  which   he   was    to    ap- 
was    the    prefent    ftate   of  public    pear,  rather  as  the  generous  pro- 
affairs    in   any    degree  favourable    teftor  of  the  rights    and   liberties 
to   fuch    a   defign.       Neither    his    of  the    Germanic  body    at   large, 
time  of  life,  his  great   experience    than  as   afting   at   all   under    the 
in   war,   nor   the    full    knowledge    influence  of  any  partial  policy, 
he  had  of  the   power  and   ability        On    the    other     fide,    the    paft 
of  his  adverfary,  were  at  all  cal-    campaign  had  afforded  a  full  con- 
culated  to   excite  a   fpirit  of  en-    viiftion  to  the  emperor,  (a  prince 
terprize.      On    the  contrary,   the    prepared   for   war   beyond    almoft 
defire  of  fettling,  improving,  and    any  other,  by  the  fine  ftate  of  his 
confolidating    with     his      antient    armies,  and   the    refources    of  his 
people    and    dominions,    the    new    own     indefatigable     and     refolute 
fubjedls    and    acquifitions    he   had    fpirit)    of  the   immenfe   difficulty, 
gained  on  the  fide  of  Poland,  to-    of  making  any  fiiccefsful  impref- 
gether    with     that     ftill     ilronger    fion    upon   fuch    an    adverfary    as 
wifh,  of  tranfmitting  a   peaceable    the    King    of   PrufTia.       With  fo 
poflTeffion,  and  undiminifhed  force    vail   a  force,  and   affifted  by  fuch 
to    his    fucceffor,    were     objefts    confummate       commanders,       he 
which  tended    powerfully    to   dif-     could   only   aft    upon   the    defen- 
pofe   him    to   the   prefervation,  io    five ;    and  could   not  prevent  his 
far  as   it   could    be    properly    and    own   dominions    from    being   ren- 
wifely  done,  of  the  public  tranqui-    dered  the  theatre,  and  being  con- 
lity.  fequently  fubjefted  to  all  the  ca- 

But  no  motives,  however  co-  lamities  of  war.  It  was  true  in- 
gent,  could  juftify  to  him,  in  a  deed,  and  no  fmall  matter  of  boall 
political  view,  the  admitting  of  in  fuch  a  conteft,  that  he  had  fuf- 
any  confiderable  addition  of  fered  neither  defeat  nor  difgrace ; 
llrength  and  dominion,  to  the  that  the  enemy  had  been  obliged 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  to  abandon  Bohemia,  ftotwich- 
jnore  efpecially,  when  this  addi-  flanding  their  utmoft  endeavours 
tion  was  to  eftablifh  a  precedent  to  eftablilh  a  fecure  footing  there 
of  innovation  and  difmemberment,  during  the  winter;  and  likewife, 
'which  might  in  time  be  equally    that  the  loiTes  on  both  fides  were 

pretty 
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pretty     equally    balanced.        But    fenfe    of  religion.      This   difpofi- 
then  it  was  obvious,  that  the  fca-    tion,    which     naturally     increafed 
fon  was  the  immediate  caufe  which    with  years,  was    farther   ftrength- 
compelled    the    enemy    to  retreat    ened    by    the    melancholy    arifing 
from     Bohemia ;      however,      the    from  the   early    lofs  of  a    hufband 
good    difpofitions     made    by    the    whom    Ihe    tenderly    loved ;     and 
emperor,    which     equally     baffled    was  latterly   finally   confirmed    by 
all  the  efforts   made  by  the  King    the  happy  fettlement   of  her    nu- 
of  Pruffia,  for  gaining  his  favou-    merous    offspring,    which    freeing 
rite  point  of  a  general  adlion,  and    the    mind   from    care    and    folici- 
defeated    his    views    of   obtaining    tude,  tended    equally    to   wean    it 
any    fure     hold    in    the    country,    from  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
tended   more  remotely  to  that  ef-        The  event  of  the  late   flruggfe 
feft.     Such  a  view  of  the  circum-    with    the    King    of    PrufTia,    not- 
Ilances    of    the    campaign,    could    withftanding     the    immenfe    affif- 
afford     no     great     encouragement    tance     fhe     then     received,     and 
to    an    obftinate    perfeverance    in    which  (he  could  not  hope  now   to 
the    conteft.       A    defenfive    war,    receive,    mufl    have    added   great 
however   ably  conduced,  or  how-    force     to     thefe     motives.        She 
ever     abounding    with     negative    could  not   wifh  to  end  her  life  ia 
fuccefs,  «)uld  by  no  means,  whe-    the  midft  of  fuch  a  war.     It  was, 
ther  in  point  of  honour  or  effeft,    accordingly,     much      againft     the 
anfwer  the   purpofes  for   which   it    inclination  of  that    great  princefs 
was    undertaken ;    and    the    prof-    that    the  prefent   war  was    under- 
pedls  of  changing  its  nature  were    taken ;     and    fhe   is   faid  to  have 
confined  indeed.  fubmitted    with    the    greatefl   re- 

However  numerous  or  cogent  luftance  to  the  opinion  of  her 
the  caufes  and  motives  we  have  council,  and  the  defire  of  the 
affigned,  or  others  of  a  fimilar  emperor  on  that  point.  For, 
nature,  might  have  been  on  ci-  although  that  prince  could  only 
ther  fide,  for  the  difcontinuance  derive  his  means  of  aftion  through 
of  an  unprofitable  war,  they  the  power  of  his  mother ;  yet  it 
would  have  been  found  unable  to  would  have  been  a  matter  of  ex- 
fubdue  the  flrong  paffions  by  ceeding  difficulty  to  her,  dire6l- 
which  they  were  oppofed,  if  ano-  ly  to  thwart  the  opinion  and  in- 
ther,  of  greater  power  than  the  clinations  of  a  fon,  who  was  in 
whole  taken  together,  had  not,  the  highefl  degree  defervedly  dear 
happily  for  Germany,  and  per-  to  her,  who  was  to  be  her  folej  and 
haps  for  no  fmall  part  of  the  reft  immediate  fucceffor,  and  who 
of  Europe,  fupervened  in  reftor-  fcarcely  Itood  higher  in  her  affec^ 
ing  the  public  tranquility.  The  tion  than  in  her  efteem.  It  was 
late  illuflrious  Maria  Therefa,  probably  this  reludance  to  the 
along  with  her  other  eminent  war,  on  the  fide  of  the  Emprefs- 
virtues  and  great  qualities,)  pof-  Queen,  which  produced  thofe 
feffed  at  all  times,  however  coun-  various  appearances,  of  fluftua- 
terafted  by  the  operation  o("a  high  tion  in  the  councils,  or  of  irrefo- 
and  powerful  ambition,  a  mind  lution  and  indecifion  in  the  con- 
ftrongly  iinprefled  with  an  awefi»l    duft  of  the  court   of  Vienna,  of 

[^]  a  which 
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which    we    have    formerly    taken 
notice. 

The  ineffedlivenefs  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  equal  fortune  of  the 
war,  and  the  ceffation  of  aftion 
occafioned  by  the  winter,  ferved, 
all  together,  to  produce  a  ftate  of 
temper  and  difpofition,  which  was 
far  more  favourable  to  the  pacific 
views  and  willies  of  the  emprefs, 
than  that  which  had  hitherto  pre- 
vailed. She  perceived,  and  feiz- 
ed  the  opportunity ;  and  imme- 
diately applying  her  powerful  in- 
fluence to  remove  the  obftacles 
which  flood  in  the  way  of  an  ac- 
commodation on  the  one  fide,  had 
foon  the  fatisfaftion  of  difcovering 
that  her  views  were  well  feconded, 
by  the  temperate  difpolition  which 
prevailed  on  the  other. 

It  is  however    to    be    obferved, 
that  ihe    mediation    of  the  court 
of   Verfailles,    and    the    powerful 
interpofition  of  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg,    contributed     elTentially    to 
further  the  work  of  peace.     France 
was  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1756, 
to  aflift  the  court  of  Vienna   with 
a  confiderable   body  of  forces,  in 
cafe  of  a    war   in    Germany,  and 
fhe  had  been  called  upon  early  in 
the   prefent    conteft  to   fulfil    that 
engagement.      The  court  of  Ver- 
failles    was    likevvlfe    difpofed    to 
wifh  well  to  the   houfe   of  Auftria 
from  private  motives ;    as  well  as 
to  cultivate  and   cement   the  hew 
friendfliip  and    alliance  from  pub- 
lic.    But  France  being  likewife  a 
guarantee   of  the    treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia,  her  old   engagements   mi- 
litated   totally    with   her   new    in 
the   prefent   inftance ;     Ihe    being 
thereby    bound    to    refill    all    fuch 
infraflions    and    invafions    of  the 
rights   of  the   Germanic  body,  as 
thofe  whick   ihe   was  now  called 


upon  by  the  court  of  Vienna  to 
fupport.  She  muft  therefore,  in 
any  fituation,  in  which  Ihe  was 
not  difpofed  to  become  an  abfo- 
lute  party  in  the  conteft,  wifh  to 
be  relieved  from  this  dilemma. 
But  her  war  with  England,  and 
her  views  with  refpeft  to  Ame- 
rica, operated  more  forcibly  upon 
her  conduft  on  this  occafion,  thaii 
any  German  treaties  or  connec- 
tions. In  the  contemplation  and 
purfuit  of  thefe  grand  and  capital 
objects,  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
her  force  whole,  her  attention  un- 
divided, and  of  reftoring  peace 
upon  the  continent,  were  all  equal- 
ly obvious,  and  were  all  mutually 
dependent.  No  wifdom  could 
forefee,  or  venture  to  prefcribe, 
what,  unexpected  conne^ons  and 
alliances  might  fpring  up,  and 
what  new  coUifions  of  interefts 
might  take  place,  under  a  further 
progrefs  of  tne  war.  France  could 
not  recolleft  the  ruin  brought 
upon  her  in  the  late  war,  without 
fhuddering  at  the  thoughts  of  Ger- 
many. It  is  not  then  to  be  won- 
dered, that  fhe  was  equally  fin- 
cere  and  zealous  in  her  endea- 
vours to  reftore  tranquility  on  the 
continent. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  had 
from  the  beginning  fliewn  and  ex- 
prefTed  the  flrongeft  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  condutt,  and  paid  no 
favourable  attention  to  the  claims, 
of  that  of  Vienna  ;  and  had  early 
avowed  a  full  intention  of  effec- 
tually fupporting  the  rights  of  the 
Germanic  body  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  preparations  were  adlually 
made,  for  the  march  of  a  large 
body  of  Ruffian  troops.  Her 
powerful  interpofition,  through 
the  medium  of  her  miniiler  Prince 
Repnin,    had    no   fmall    cffed  in 

facili'^ 
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facilitating    the    negociations    for 
peace. 

Under  fuch   circumftances,   and 
the  offices  of  fuch  mediators,  little 
doubt  was  to  be  entertained  of  the 
event.    Whether  it  proceeded  from 
a  view  of  giving  weight    to  their 
claims  in  the  expeded    treaty,  or 
from  any  jealoufy  in  point  of  arms 
or  honour,  which  might  have  Iain 
behind  from    the    preceding   cam- 
paign,  however    it    was,  the    Au- 
ilrians  attacked  v/ith  extraordinary 
vigour,  and  with  no  fthall  degree 
of  fuccefs,  feveral  of   the   Prulfian 
polls  on  the  fide  of  Silefia  and  the 
county    of  Glatz,  foon    after    the 
commencement  of  the  year.     The 
livelinefs   of   thefe    infults  did  not 
induce  the  king    to   any  eagernefs 
of  retaliation.      Points   of  honour 
of  that    nature  weighed  but  little 
with    him.      He    forefaw    that    an 
accommodation  would  take  place  ; 
and  he  knew  that    no    advantages 
which  could  now  be  gained   would 
tell  in  the  account  upon  that  fet- 
tlem.ent ;  whilft  a  number  of  brave 
men   would    be    idly   loft    without 

March  ,0th.  f^'^  °' .v?'''"^'"?; 
An    armiitice  on    all 

779'  fides  was,  however, 
publilhed,  before  the  feafon  could 
have  admitted  the  doing  of  any 
thing  effential,  if  fuch  had  even 
been  the  intention. 

The  Congrefs  which  was  to  pre- 
ferve  Germany,  from  the  moft 
alarming  and  dangerous  war  to 
which  it  could  have  been  expofed, 
was  held  at  Tefchen  in  Auftrian 
SilefiJl  ;  a  town  and  diftrift,  which 
the  emperor  had  generoufly  con- 
fented  to  conftitute  into  a  Duchy, 
under  the  title  of  Saxe-Tefchen, 
in  favour  of  Prince  Albert  of  Sax- 
ony, upon  his  marriage  with  an 
Arch-Duchefs   in    1765.     At  that 


place,  the  garrifon  being  pre- 
vioufly  withdrawn,  the  Imperial 
and  Pruffian  minifters,  with  thofe 
of  all  the  princes  engaged  or  in- 
terefted  in  the  prefent  conteft,  as 
well  as  of  the  two  mediating  pow- 
ers, were  aflembled,  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  the  armif- 
tice.  And  fo  happy  were  the  dif- 
politions  which  now  prevailed 
among  the  contending  parties,  and 
fo  efficacious  the  endeavours  of  the 
mediators,  that  the  peace  j^j^^ 
was  finally  concluded  in  "  J  * 
two  months. 

By  this  treaty,  the  late  conven- 
tion between  the  court  of  Vienna 
and  the   Eleftor  Palatine  was  to- 
tally   annulled ;    and    the    former 
reftored  all  the  places  and  diftrids 
which  had  been  feized  in  Bavaria, 
excepting    only   the   territory   api 
pertaining  to  the  regency  of  Burg^ 
haufen,  which    was    ceded    to   the 
houfe    of  Auftria,   as    an    equiva- 
lent   or     indemnification    for    her 
claims     and     pretenfions.        That 
court    likewife    gave    up    to    the 
Eledtor    Palatine,    all    the     Fiefs 
which  had  been   pofTelTed    by    the 
late  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  ;  and  agreed 
alfo  to  pay  to  the  court  of  Saxony, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  allo- 
dial  eftates,  and   other   claims   on 
that  fide,  the  fum  of  fix  millions 
of   florins ;    (amounting  to   fome- 
thing   near   600,000    pounds  fter- 
ling)  to  be  paid  in  the  courfe   of 
twelve  years,  without   intercft,  by 
iHpulated    half-yearly     payments. 
Some  ceflions  were  likewife  made 
by   the   eledlor,   in   favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Saxony  ;    and  fome  equi-  ^ 

valent  fatisfaftion  promifed  by  the 
emperor  to  the  Duke  of  Deux 
Ponts,  on  his  fucceffion  to  the 
double  eleftorate.  All  former 
treaties  between  the  court  of 
[^]  3  Vienna 
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Vienna  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
v/ere  renewed  and  confirmed ;  and 
the  right  of  the  king  to  fuccecd  to 
the  margraviates  in  the  remote 
younger  branches  of  his  own  fa- 
mily,' upon  the  failure  of  iffue  in 
the  immediate  pofieffor?,  (a  right 
which  had  been  only  called  in 
queftion  through  the  vexation  of 
the  late  contetl)  was  now  fully 
acknowledged  and  eftablifhed. 
The  ducal  houfe  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  was  put  off  without  any 
other  advantage  in  lieu  of^  its 
claims,  than  the  promife  of  fonie 
new  privilege  with  refped  to  ap- 
peals. 

Upon  the  whole,  few  treaties  of 
peace  have  been   conduced    upon 
more    equitable    principles,    than 
thofe  which  feem  to  have  prevail- 
ed in  the  prefent.     The  territory 
acquired  by  the 'houfe  of  Auftria  is 
not    inconfiderable ;    being    about 
70  Enelifti   miles   in    length,  and 
ibmething    from    about    half  to  a 
third   of  that   extent   in    breadth. 
This  acquifition    lies    between  the 
Danube,  the  river  Inn,  the  Saltza, 
and    the    borders  of  Auftria ;    in- 
cluding   the    towns   of   Scharding, 
Ried,    Altheim,    Braunau,    Burg- 
haufe.i,  Fryburg,  and  feme  others; 
forming,    all    together,    a    ftrong 
barrier,    and    a   fixed   unequivocal 
boundary,  the  limits  of  which  are 
decifively    marked    out    by    thofe 
great   rivers,  between    that   arch- 
duchy,   and     the     prefent     domi- 
nions of  Bavaria.     This   accefJion 
of  territory,  the   court  of  Vienna 
feems,  however,  to  have  purchaf- 
ed  at  fomething  about  a  fair  price  ; 
partly  to    be  paid   in  money,  and 
partly  by  a   renunciation    of  old, 
vexatious,   and  otherwife  inextin- 
guilhable  claims',  which  however, 
in   general,    unproduftive,  would 


for  ever  have  kept  open  a  fource 
of  litigation,  trouble,  mifchief, 
and  war.  To  which  may  be  added, 
that  the  eftablilhment  of  a  fixed 
and  permanent  barrier  and  boun- 
dary between  the  two  ftates,  feems 
to  be  a  meafure  fraught  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  Eleftor  of 
Bavaria,  as  the  weaker  prince, 
than  to  the  Arch-Duke  of  Auflria, 
who  is  fo  abundantly  his  fiiperior 
in  ftrength.  It  may  likewife  be 
farther  obferved,  that  feveral  parts 
of  the  ceded  territory,  were,  what 
jnay  be  called,  debateable  land ; 
the  titles  being  difputed,  oppofite 
claims  laid,  and  they  having  been 
heretofore,  at  different  times,  ob- 
jefts  of  great  conteft. 

Such  was  the  early  ^nd  happy 
termination  of  the  German  war. 
A  war  of  the  greatell  expedation  ; 
not  {more  from  the  great  power, 
than  from  the  great  abilities  of  the 
principal  parties. 

Many  circumftances  attending 
the  late  war  and  peace  between 
Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  could  not 
fail  to  fow  the  feeds  of  future 
difcontent,  jealoufy,  ill-will,  and 
litigation,  between  the  parties. 
Extraordinary  fuccefs  and  triumph 
on  the  one  fide,  with  an  equal  de- 
gree of  lofs  and  difgrace  on  the 
other,  are  little  calculated  to  pro- 
mote any  intercourfe  of  friend- 
fhip,  or  cordiality  of  fentiment, 
among  men  ;  nor  will  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  hard  neceffity  under 
which  a  peace  was  fubfcribed, 
ferve  at  all  to  render  palateable  the 
bitternefs  of  its  conditions.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  viftors  are 
iure  to  ccmfider  the  vanquiflie.d  as 
owing  then\  too  much.  They  are 
apt  to  think,  that  they  have  al- 
ways a  right  to  claim  thofe  advan- 
tages, which  they  omitted   to  fe- 
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cure  in  the  moment  of  their  for- 
tune ;  and  which  they  look  upon 
as  rights  exifting  though  neglefted, 
as  they  could  not  at  that  time 
have  been  refufed  if  demanded. 

The  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea,  the  opening  the  gates  of  the 
Dardanelles  and  Bofphorus,  fo  as 
to  admit  a  free  intercourfe  from 
the  White  Sea  to  the  Black,  the 
affairs  of  the  Crimea,  with  thofe 
of  the  Greek  dependent  provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Walachia,  af- 
forded the  grounds  of  thofe  dif- 
putes  between  the  two  empires, 
which  were  now  rifen  to  fuch  a 
height,  as  feemed  to  render  a  new 
war  inevitable. 

With  refpedl  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
articles,  we  have  formerly  had 
occafion  to  obferve,  that  nothing 
Jefs  than  the  moil  urgent  neccffity, 
under  the  preffure  of  immediate 
and  imminent  danger,  could  have 
induced  the  Porte  to  admit  Ruffia 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea.  It  might  be  compared  in 
private  life,  but  under  circura- 
fiances  of  infinitely  greater  dan- 
ger and  lofs,  to  a  Surrender  of  the 
benefits,  navigation  and  fiiheries 
of  a  fine  lake,  lying  in  the  cen- 
ter of  an  eftate,  into  the  hands  of 
a  powerful  and  litigious  neigh- 
bour, who  was  watching  only  for 
means  and  opportunities  to  grafp 
ar  every  part  of  the  whole  manor. 
It  is  not  then  to  be  doubted,  that 
the  Porte  ufed  every  pofiible  eva- 
iion  to  avoid  a  compliance  with, 
and  threw  every  obltacle  in  the 
way  which  could  tend  to  render 
ineireclive,  that  article  of  the  late 
treaty.  It  feems  however,  that  v 
the  Ruffians  had  notwitli Handing, 
with  wonderful  fpirit  and  induftry, 
very  fpeedily  advanced  large  ca- 
pitals, and  opened  a  confiderable 


commerce  on  that  fea.  It  may 
then  be  fairly  prefumed,  without 
an  abfolute  pofleffion  of  fafts,  that 
commercial  avidity  was  continual- 
ly increafed,  in  proportion  to  the 
number,  magnitude,  novelty,  and 
value,  of  the  objeds  which  were 
gradually  opened  to  its  view ;  and 
that  thus,  new,  and  perhaps  un- 
reafonable  claims,  were  as  fre- 
quently ftarted  on  the  one  fide, 
as  an  indifpofition  to  comply  with 
the  fair  and  literal  terms  of  the 
treaty,  was  prevalent  on  the  other. 

The  fecond  ground  of  difpute, 
feemed  flill  more  difficult  and  de- 
licate.    The  Porte  had  unwilling- 
ly confented  by  the  late  treaty,  to 
admit    or    acknowledge   the  inde- 
pendence   of   the    Crimea.     That 
independence    muft    be   confidered 
only    as    nominal.     Between    fuch 
powers     as    Turkey    and    Ruflia, 
fuch  a  power  as  the  Khan  of  the 
Crim    Tartars,    cannot   be   really 
independent.      The    Turks    were 
in  hopes,  as  that  prince   and  his 
fubjefts  are  Mahometans,  to  weak- 
en the  force  of  that  article,  by  their 
natural    inclination  to    the   Porte. 
Otherwife  they  would  have  confi- 
dered   their    conceffion   in    a    flill 
worfe  light.     To  have  thrown  that 
whole   country,    fituated   as    it  is, 
with  its  own  and  the  adjoining  na- 
tions   of   Tartars,    together    with 
the   reigning    family,    the   imme- 
diate   defcendants    of  Tamerlane, 
and  in  direct  fucceffion  to  the  Ot- 
toman   throne,    entirely   into    the 
hands     of    RufTia,    were    circum- 
flances   exceedingly   grievous  to  a 
power,    which    ufed    to    give   and 
not  to  receive  the  law.     Yet  this 
was  already  the   difagreeable  and 
alarming  confequence  of  that  con- 
ceffion.    For  Ruffia,  by  a  judicious 
but  unfparing  dillribution  of  pre* 
[J]  4.  fents 
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fents  amongft  the  Tartars,  and  by 
artfully    fomenting   fome   divifions 
which  had  originated  within  them- 
felves,   with    refped;    to    the    fuc- 
ceflion,    had     been    able    (as    we 
have    formerly    (hewn)    to  defeat 
and  depofe  the  reigning  khan,  and 
to  place  a  creature  of  her  own,  al- 
though a  prince  of  the  royal  blood, 
in   poffeffion  of  the  nominal  fove- 
reignty ;     whilft    the    government 
was  now  in  effetl  more  dependent 
upon  Ruflia,  than  it  had  even  for- 
merly  been    upon   the   Porte  ;  the 
dependance  being  doubly  fecured, 
as  well  by   a  predominant  fadlion 
among  the  people,  as  by  the  difpo- 
fition  or  attachment  of  the  prince. 
By  thefe,  and  by  other  means,  the 
Crimea,  with  Little   Tartary,  and 
the  Budziac,  were  become  fcarcely 
any   thing    lets  than    provinces    to 
Riiffia ;  or  at   leaft,  they  were  as 
dependent  on  that  empire,  as   the 
nature  of  that  fingular  people  will 
admit  of  their   being,  while   they 
retain   any  confiderable  degree  of 
inherent  ftrength. 

This     conduil,    and    thefe    cir- 
cumftances,    which   certainly  mili- 
tated,   at    leaft,  with    the  fpirit  of 
the  late  treaty,  could  not  but  give 
great  umbrage  to  the  Porte  ;    and 
aftbrded,  if  not  a    clear  juftifica- 
tion,    a  tolerable    ground  of  con- 
troverfy,  with  refpetl  to  any  flack- 
nefs  or  non-compliance  on  her  fide, 
in  fulfilling    its    conditions.      But 
they  alio  afforded  caufe  of  the  liioft 
ferious    concern    and  alarm.      For 
that    peninfula,    furrounded    as    it 
is  by  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  Pa- 
lus  Mceotis,  and  commanding  the 
communication       between      both, 
would  afford  fuch  a  claim  of  right 
to    Ruffia,  with    fuch    an    intereft 
in^'an^fuch  a  ftrength  upon  thofe 


feas,  as  nothing  could  afterwards 
be  capable  of  oppofing. 

The     difputes     relative     to  the 
Greek  nominal  princes,  but  in  ef- 
feft    governors,  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  though  not  of  a  nature 
fo  immediately  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous as  the  foregoing,  yet  were 
founded  on  claims,  and  on  an  in- 
terference,    which      tended     ulti- 
mately to  the  fame  point  ;   to  the 
depreciatibn  of  the  Ottoman  pow- 
er and  government,  the  narrowing 
of   its     European    dominion,    and 
the   finally  throwing    every   thing 
on  that    fide  of   the    Danube  into 
the     hands  of    Ruffia.     The     at- 
tachment which  the  Greek  Chrif- 
tians,  who  inhabit  thefe  provinces, 
had  fhewn    to  Ruflia   in    the   late 
war,    had,    along  with  other   mo- 
tives, induced  her  to  obtain  very 
confiderable    conceflions    in    their 
favour'  at    the  conclufion    of    the 
peace.     The  efFeft  of    the  partial 
advantages   granted    to    thefe  two 
provinces  was  foon   apparent,     by 
the   emigrat^ion   of  Chriflian  inha- 
bitants,   from    thofe  on    the  other 
fide   of  the    Danube  which  it  na- 
turally   occafioned ;  who,    as    well 
as  the  natives,  looked  up  to  ano- 
ther   power,    than    that    to  which 
they    avowed    allegiance,    for  fa- 
vour and  proteftion.     In  order  to 
fecure  their  independence  on  the 
Porte,    Ruffia    made    a    demand, 
that    thofe   princes  fhould   not   be 
depofed  or  puniihed,  (misfortunes 
to   which    they    were    particularly 
liable)  on  any  pretence  or  account 
whatever. 

In  fo  unhappy  a  flate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  dilbrder  was  that  vaft 
and  unweildy  empire,  that  it  might 
be  a  queftion  of  doubt,  whether 
to  admire  the  fpirit,  or  to  con- 
demn 
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demn  the  rafhneft,  which  induced 
the  apparent  refolution  and  vi- 
gour, with  which  ihe  prepared  for 
war.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  late 
war,  had  drawn  out  and  exhibited 
in  their  utmoft  magnitude  thofe 
enormous  diforders,  which  had 
for  fo  many  years  been  'acquiring 
growth,  under  a  weak  and  wretch- 
ed fyftem  of  government.  The 
diftant  provinces  were  ftill  torn 
to  pieces  by  faftion  and  diflention  ; 
and  the  officers  of  the  ftate,  as 
well  as  the  great  men  of  the  re- 
fpedtive  countries,  were  ftill,  in 
many  inftances,  too  powerful  to 
be  governed.  To  crown  the  cala- 
mity, the  plague  had  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  made  fuch  horrible 
ravages  in  Conttantinople,  as  had 
not  been  before  known  in  that  ca- 
pital, (to  which  it  is  fo  frequent 
a  vifitor)  fmce  its  iirll  acquifition 
by  the  Ottomans.  It  was  com- 
puted that  above  160,000  perfons 
perilhed  by  that  dreadful  diforder, 
within  the  metropolis  and  its  en-, 
virons. 

On  the  other  hand,  though 
Ruflia  was  confcious  of  the  advan- 
tages acquired  by  the  late  treaty, 
Ihe  was  far  from  defirous  of  war. 
That  war,  amidft  its  great  and 
fplendid  fucceffes,  had  difcovered 
fome  fymptoms  of  internal  weak- 
nefs.  The  rebellion  of  Pugatf- 
chefF,  was  a  fit  which  laid  open 
fome  defe(5t  in  the  conftitution. 
Befides,  Ruilia  probably  could  ne- 
ver hope,  with  the  confent  of 
other  powers,  to  obtain  advantages 
equal  to  the  vidories  flie  might 
hereafter  purchafe  as  dearly  as  {he 
had  done  thofe  of  the  preceding 
war.  By  which,  along  with  her 
laurels,  fhfe  brought  the  plague 
into  a  country  exhaulled  of  men 
and    treafure.     The   emprefs   was 


therefore  very  willing  to  recciva 
any  mediation,  confiftent  with  her 
dignity,  which  in  all  events  Ihe 
was  refolved  not  to  facrificc. 
France  had  the  addrefs  to  avail 
herfelf  of  this  fituation.  The 
French  minifter  was  again  the 
friendly  mediator,  and  the  fucceff- 
ful  negociator  in  bringing  about 
an  accommodation.  And  his  me- 
rits and  fervices  were  again  ho- 
noured and  rewarded,  with  Si- 
milar expreffions  of  gratitude,  and 
with  fimilar  marks  of  favour  frodi 
both  fides. 

It  was,  in  the  firft  inftance  more 
efpecially,  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
general  aftonifhment,  that  Great 
Britain,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  clofely  united,  in  the  ftrift- 
eft  bands  of  friendlhip,  and  ap- 
parent political  communion  of 
views  and  interefts,  with  Ruffia, 
and  which  had  even  gone  fome  ex- 
traordinary length  in  the  late  war 
in  her  favour,  fhould  not  have  un- 
dertaken the  friendly  office  of  me- 
diator ;  by  which  means  fhe  would 
likewife  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  wearing  off  that,  not  unfound- 
ed, jealoufy,  which  the  Porte 
could  not  but  entertain  of  her 
late  <;ondu6l.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  Itrong  jealoufy  had  for  feveral 
years  fubfifted  between  France 
and  Ruffia ;  and  their  political  in- 
terefts and  regards  fo  much  clafhed 
with  refpeft  to  that  war,  that  all 
the  world  knew,  it  was  in  a  good 
meafure  the  apprehenfion  of  Eng- 
land, which  prevented  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  from  taking  a  decided 
part  againft  the  latter,  upon  her' 
fending  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

Whether    it  was    that  we  were 

too  feeble  in  the  Mediterranean  to 

appear  with  a.ny  luftre  in  fuch  a 

negociation. 
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negociation,   the^  effeft  fcemed    to 

be,  that  France,  for  fome  time  at 

leaft,  feemed  to  attain  the  afcen- 

dant  at    St.  Peterfburgh,    and  the 

credit    of   Great    Britain    in    that 

court  proportionably  to  decline. 

•»JT      L       /I      We     are     not     en- 
March   2lft.    jj^^jy    ^^^^^^   ^f  j^g 

conditions  of  the  new  convention 
which  was   now  figned.       Concef- 
iiops  were  made  on  both  fides ;  and 
inatiers    of    claim,     interference, 
-and   litigation,  amicably   adjufted. 
Some  conceffions  were  made  by  the 
Porte  with   refpedl  to   commerce, 
and  fome  new  regulations  made  in 
favour   of    its  Chrifdan     fubjefts. 
On  the  other  hand,  Ruffia  relaxed 
in  fome  matters  with  refpeft  to  the 
Crimea,  and  the  provinces  of  Mol- 
davia and  Walachia,  and  obtained 
fatisfaftion   in    others.     The    new 
Khan  of  the  Tartars  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Porte,  and  the  appa- 
rent independency  of  the    Crimea 
confirmed    on    both    fides.       The 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia   had  oa  oppor-' 
tunity    of    difplaying     her     ufual 
magnificence,  by  the  fplendid  pre- 
fents  which  fhe  made  to  the  French 
and   Turkifti    minifters,  as  well  as 
to  M.  de  Sjachief,   her  own  refi- 
dent  at   Conftantinople  ;    who  re- 
ceived the  valuable,  but  in  other 
countries    unheard     of  gift,   of  a 
thoufand  peafants  ;  a  kind  of  gift, 
which  alfo  includes  the  land   which 
they  cultivate  and  inhabit.     Upon 
the  whole,    this  convention    feems 
to'  have  afforded  confiderable  fatis- 
faftion    to   both    parties  ;   nor  has 
any  matter  of  complaint  or   dif- 
pute    fince    arifen   on    either  fide. 
By  this    arrangement,     the    Porte 
has     had    time    to    breathe,    and 
to    fettle    its     affairs.     With    re- 
fpeft   to    Ruffia,    it    has    afforded 
her    leifure   to    direil    her    atten- 
tion to  her  constant    obj^ft ;    that 


of  difplaying  her  authoritj^,  by 
becoming  an  arbiter  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Europe  ;  although,  per- 
haps, the  means  of  her  becoming 
the  greateft^'monarchy  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  (if  ftie  be  not  already  fuch) 
do  not  lie  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  other  powers, 
Spain,  in  conformity  to  the  new, 
and,  to  us,  dangerous  fyftem,  a- 
dopted  by  the  houfc  of  Bourbon, 
direfted  her  whole  attention  to  her 
navy ;  whilft  her  land  force  conti- 
nued in  its  ufual  form.  As  her 
refcript  to  the  court  of  London,  on 
the  ]6th  of  June,  avowed  the 
part  (he  would  take,  fo  the  fiege 
of  Gibraltar,  v/hich  fpee'dily  fol- 
lowed, pointed  out  the  firft  and 
immediate  objed  of  her  de- 
figns. 

France,  under  a  new  king,  and 
who  was  not  originally  fufpeded  of 
great  defigns,  experienced   a  won- 
derful change  in  heh  circumftances. 
That  prince  very  foon  appeared  to 
follow  better  maxims  than  thofe  of 
his  predeceffors.     His  firft  ftep  was 
to  reconcile  all  differences  between 
the  crown  and  the  body  of  the  law. 
He  drew  from  negleft'and  obfcu- 
rity    men    without    intrigue,     who 
were   rendered   refpeftable    to  the 
public    by    a    general    opinion  of 
their    probity.     Maurepas,   was    a 
perfcn  long   laid    afide ;    and  now 
much  advanced    in   years  ;  but  he 
preferved,  in  that  great  age,  confi- 
derable vigour  of  mind.      He    is 
at  prefent,  without  any  office,  the 
molt  prevalent  in  the  French  coun- 
cils.    St.    Germain,     whofe     con- 
duft  in   the  late  war  had  entitled 
him  to  univerfal  efteem,  was  in  a 
like  n^anner   drawn  from  the  bot- 
tom of  his  province,    and   placed 
in   the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate  ; 
in  which,  if  fie    had  lived,    there 
is    no  doubt  he  would  have   done 

great 
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great  fervices.  Mr.  De  Sartine, 
was  not  a  man  of  rank  ;  but  he 
had  the  merit  of  following  up, 
with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dili- 
gence, the  plan  of  increafing  the  ma- 
rine, which  had  been  adopted  in  the 
late  reign  ;  but  more  languidly  pur- 
fued  on  account  of  the  ill  Hate  of 
the  revenue.  But  the  prefent  king 
took  a  itill  ftronger  Hep  in  the  re- 
gulation of  that  important  objeft. 
Louis  the  XVI.  had  the  magnani- 
mity, to  place  Mr.  Necker,  a  fo- 
reign gentleman,  and  a  proteftant, 
at  the  head  of  his  finances.  The 
fuccefs  and  reward,  were  equal  to 
the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the 
meafure,  France  recovered  her 
public  credit.  The  people  of 
France,  for  the  firft  time,  had  the 
fatisfadion  of  feeing  a  war  carried 
on  by  facrifices  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  and  with  an  attention  to  the 
eafe  and  relief  of  the  people.  This 
meafure  could  not  fail  to  encou- 
rage and  promote  their  confidence 
in  government ;  and  mull  prove  a 
fource  of  ftrength,  which  that 
great  monarchy  never  pofleffed  be- 
fore. The  virtues  of  a  republican 
ftate  were  profefled,  and  in  fome 
meafure  pradlifed. 

France  opened  the  year  by  a  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  The  fquadron  employed 
upon  this  fervice  was  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrevil,  and 
a  land  force,  much  greater  than 
was  neceflary,  (but  boih  taking 
Africa  only  in  their  way  to  rein- 
force D'Eltaing  in  the  Welt  In- 
dies) was  commanded  by  the  Duke 
de  Lauzun.  As  the  garrifons  in 
that  quarter  were  totally  incapa- 
ble of  making  any  refiftance,  the 
Britilh  fores,  fettlements,  fado- 
ries,  and  property,  at  Senegal,  in 
the  river  Gambia,  and  other  parts 


oF  that  coafi;,  fell  without  trouble 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  be- 
tween the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  that  of  February,  1779.  The 
French  upon  that  fuccefs,  aban* 
doned  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which, 
they  had  recovered  by  the  late 
peace  ;  and  tranfported  the  artil- 
lery and  garrifon  to  ftrengthen  Se- 
negal. Sir  Edward  Hughes  fooa 
afterwards,  on  his  pafTage  to  the  ■ 
Eaft  Indies,  feized  and  garrifoned 
the  ifland  of  Goree  ;  and  as  he  had 
a  body  of  troops  on  board  the 
fquadron,  it  was  eagerly  expefted 
and  hoped  by  the  public  at  homtj^ 
that  he  would  have  recovered  thofe 
fettlements  which  we  had  fo  newly 
loft.  But  as  no  attempt  of  that 
fort  was  made,  it  muft  be  con- 
cluded that  officer's  orders  did  not 
extend  fo  far.  It  was  perhaps  an 
objedl  not  fo  important  as  to  rifque 
upon  it  the  much  greater  obje6l« 
which  were  then  in  view. 

As  the  fummer  advanced  it  wa* 
thought  neceflary  in  France  to  at- 
tempt fomething,  which  might 
fhevv  an  early  alacrity  in  fome  fort 
correfpondent  to  their  great  mili- 
tary preparations.  The  firft  was  ' 
an  attempt  on  the  ifle  of  Jerfey, 
part  of  the  ancient  dutchy  of  Nor- 
mandy. This,  with  Guernfey  and 
the  leffer  iflan'ds,  being  the  fole 
remains  of  our  vaft  pofleffions 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  defign  was  laid  by  a  prince, 
or  count  of  NaflTau  ;  whofe  an-  . 
ceftor,  if  we  are  not  mifinfonned, 
had  rendered  a  very  difputed  claim, 
of  being  in  fome  manner  defend- 
ed from  a  defunft  branch  of  that 
illuftrious  family,  the  means  of 
much  furthering  his  fortunes  in 
'  France.  The  force  employed  up- 
on this  fervice  has  been  eftimated, 
by  different  accounts,  from  three, 

to 
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to  five  or  fix  thoufand  men.     They 

, ,        „    appeared  in  fight  of  the 
May  lit,  .^^^^^^  -j^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^j._ 

''"'  bottomed  boats,  under 
the  convoy  of  five  frigates  and 
fome  armed  cutters,  early  in  the 
jnorning,  and  attempted  a  debark- 
ation in  St.  Ouen's  Bay.  But 
they  were  fo  v/armly  and  vigoroufly 
received,  by  the  78th  regiment, 
and  by  the  militia  of  the  ifland, 
that  after  a  faint,  fj^iritlefs,  and 
ill  fapported  attempt,  they  relin- 
quifhed  the  enterprize,  with  very 
little  lofs  on  either  fide. 

Trifling  and  inefFedive  as  this 
diverfion  was,  it  had  the  fortune 
of  being  produdlive  of  (ome  con- 
fequeoces,  with  refpeifl  to  the  Ame- 
rican war.  For  it  happened  tliat 
Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  a  fqua- 
droa  of  men  of  war,  and  a  prodi- 
gious convoy,  amounting  to  about 
four  hundred  merchantmen  and 
tranfports,  was  then  oa  the  outfet 
of  his  voyage  to  New  York.  He 
happened  to  fall  in  with  the  veflel 
which  was  fent  exprefs  from  Jerfey 
to  England,  with  the  firft  account 
of  the  attack  upon,  and  the  appa- 
rent imminent  danger  of  the  ifland. 
That  commander  had  fpirit  and 
refolution  enough,  rafher  to  ha- 
zard any  perfouiil  confequence  that 
laight  attend  his  venturing  upon  a 
breach  of  orders,  than  to  fufFer 
the  lofs  of  fo  valuable  an  ifland, 
whilft  he  commanded  a  force  in 
the  channel.  He  accordingly  or- 
dered the  convoy  to  wait  for  him 
at  Torbay,  and  proceeded  himfelf 
with  tlie  fquadron,  to  the  relief 
of  Jerfey.  Although  the  Jelay  im- 
mediately occ^fioned  by  this  mea- 
fure,  was  in  the  firft  inftance  but 
trifling,  yet  tbrnngh  the  fucceed- 
ing  cafualties  of  wind  and  wea- 
ther, the  fleet  was  not  able    o  get 


clear  of  the  land  of  England,  un- 
til the  beginning  of  the  enfuing 
month,  and  did  not  arrive  at  New 
York  till  near  the  end  of  Auguft. 
As  that  fleet  conveyed  the  rein- 
forcements, camp  equipage,  ftores, 
and  other  necefl!aries,  which  were 
to  enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
open  the  campaign  with  any  vi-: 
gour,  the  confequences  of  fo  late 
an  arrival  are  fufficiently  obvious. 

Notwithftanding  the  repulfe  and 
difappointment  which  attended  the 
late  attempt  upon  Jerfey,  the 
defign  did  not,  however,  ieem  to 
be  relinqui filed.  The  French  troops 
were  landed  and  retained  for  feve- 
ral  days  on  the  fmall  iflands  which 
lie  between  it  and  the  continent  ; 
while  the  armed  veflTels  paraded  on 
the  oppofite  coafts  of  Normandy. 
The  fpirit,  adivity,  and  gallantry 
of  Sir  James  Wallace,  in  the  Ex- 
periment of  50  guns,  being  fe- 
conded  by  two  frigates,  and  as 
many  armed  brigs,  by  which  he 
was  accompanied,  put  an  end  to 
this  appearance  of  threat,  and  ilate 
of  alarm.  That  oflicer  having 
purfued  feveral  large  frigates,  with 
fome' fmaller"  craft,  into  the  bay  of 
Concalle  in  Normandy,  until  they 
had  run  afliore  under  the  cover  of 
a  battery,  and  his  pilots  not  ven- 
turing to  take  any  farther  charge 
of  his  ftiip,  he  diredly  took  that 
charge  and  rifque  upon  himfelfi 
and  boldly  carried  her  ^  , 

up  the  bay,  and  layed  ^  ^ 
her  afiiore  abreaft  of  the  battery. 
In  that  fituation  he  continued  to 
engage,  until  he  had  filenced  the 
guns  of  the  battery,  and  compelled, 
the  French  crews  to  abandon  their 
fliips ;  which  being  then  boarded 
by  the  armed  boats  from  the  Ex- 
periment and  Cabot  brig,  the  La 
Danae,  of  54  guns,   ajid  rated  at 

350 
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t^Q  men,  with  two  fmall  loaded 
prizes,  were  brought  fafely  off; 
but  the  country  people,  with  fome 
troops  and  militia,  now  keeping 
up  a  conftant  fire,  with  cannon  and 
howitzers,  as  well  as  fmall  arms 
from  the  ihore,  they  were  obliged 
to  be  contented  with  burning,  or 
otherwife  deftroying,  two  other 
ftout  frigates,  an  armed  cutter  of 
1 6  guns,  with  a  number  of  fmall 
craft. 

The  attempt  upon  Jerfey  ap- 
peared, however,  to  be  only  a 
prelude,  or  intended  as  a  prepara- 
tory exercife,  to  that  grand  inva- 
iion  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or 
both,  which  feemed  at  that  time, 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
fummer,  to  be  in  the  immediate 
contemplation  of  France.  Whe- 
ther that  defign  was  really  adopt- 
ed, was,  with  fome,  a  matter  of 
doubt ;  but  it  was  certainly  ftrong- 
ly  indicated  by  appearances ;  the 
ijorthern  provinces  of  France  were 
every  where  in  motion  ;  as  well 
on  the  coafis,  as  in  the  interior 
country.  Armies  were  marched 
down  to  the  fea  coafts  of  Norman- 
dy and  Brittany ;  the  ports  in  the 
bay  and  on  the  channel,  which 
were  the  bell  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  were  crowded  with  Ihip- 
ping  ;  and  the  king  named  the  ge- 
nerals and  principal  officers,  who 
were  to  command  or  to  adl  in  a 
grand  intended  expedition.  The 
miilitary  power  of  England  was 
not  at  that  time  fully  called  forth  ; 
and  the  defehcelefs  ftate  of  Ire- 
land in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
might  well  have  given  birth  to  fuch 
a  defign. 

Whatever  the  defigns  of  the  ene- 
my were.  Great  Britain  feemed  to 
have  one  great  objetfl  of  policy  with 
refpeft  to  the  direction  and  difpofi- 


tion  of  her  naval  force  in  Europe. 
This  was  to  prevent  the  juridUon 
of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets, 
by  blocking  the  former  up  in  the 
port  of  Breft,  until  the  feafon  of 
cnterprize  was  over. 

Although  this  meafure  was  un- 
doubtedly in  contemplation,  yet, 
whether  the  naval  preparation  of 
Great  Britain  was  not  fo  forward 
as  was  imagined  and  given  out ; 
or  from  whatever  caufe,  the  fea 
was  left  open ;  and  the  French  fleet 
at  Breft  was  permitted  to  join  the 
Spanifh  at  Cadiz.  This  negleft, 
or  necefllty,  was  the  more  felt,  as 
it  ferved  in  its  confequences  to  go- 
vern all  the  enfuing  naval  events 
of  the  campaign  ;  and  to  give  a 
new  caft  and  colour  to  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs  between  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  and  Great  Britain.  The 
murmur  and  diffatlsfaftion  were 
likewife  much  increafed,  from  a 
general  report  and  opinion,  not 
only  that  the  French  fleet  was  more 
backward  in  point  of  preparatioa 
and  condition  than  the  Britifh,  but 
that  the  latter  had  been  dilatory 
in  Its  motions  after  it  had  failed, 
as  well  as  flack  in  Its  endeavours 
to  prepare  for  falling.  However 
thefe  charges  or  opinions  might 
have  been  founded,  they  could  not 
but  derive  great  ftrength  from  the 
fubfequent  infult  on  our  coafts,' 
which  appeared  to  be  the  direft 
confequence  of  that  jundion  of  the 
enemies  united  force. 

The  French  fleet,  confifting  of 
about  28  fail  of  the  line,  under 
the  command  of  M.  D'Orvil- 
Hers,  failed  from  Breft  early  , 
in  the  month  of  June,  and  ^ 
by  direfting  its  courie  to  the  Ibuth- 
ward,  indicated  its  deftination  to 
the  coaft  of  Spain.  It  has  been 
fince  faid,  that  it  was  very  defec- 
tive 
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live  in  point  of  preparation  ;  but  out  their  having    any  knowledge 

that  it  harried  to  fea  in  that  con-  of  each  other, 

dition,    from   an   apprehenfion    of  The  enemy  entered   the  Britifli 

its  being  intercepted  by  the  Bri-  channel  about  the  middle   of  Au- 

ti(h  fleet   under  Sir  Charles  Har-  guft,   and  paraded    two    or    three 

dy,  which  was  then  daily  expcft-  days    before    Plymouth,     to    the 

ed  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.     It  fpent  great  alarm    of   the   people,    but 


fome    confiderable    time    on    the 
Spanifh    coails  ;    and    it  was   re 
ported,   that  fome   mifunderftand 


without  making  any  attempt  on 
the  place.  The  Ardent  man  of 
war,   of  64  guns,   which  was   on 


in<y,  or   difference,    between  fome  her  way   from  Portfmouth  to  joia 

of^'the  commanders  on  both  fides.  Sir     Charles    Hardy,      miftaking 

prevented    an    enterprize   of    the  them  from   the  Britifli  fleet,  had, 

otmofl    importance    from    taking  however,  the  misfortune  of  being 


place.      It    would   feem   that  this 
IDuft    allude    to   an    attack    upon 


taken  in   fight  of   Plymouth.     A 
ftrong  eaflerly  wind,  which   conti- 


Gibraltar,    a   defign   which     does  nued  for  feveral  days,  feems  to  have 

not,    however,    feem    very   confif-  driven   them  out  of  the  channel, 

lent    with    their    fubfequent   con-  They     however  ^pretended,     that 

duft.     It  does  not  feem  improba-  they  went  in  fearch  of  the  Britifli 

ble  that  the  delay  proceeded  from  fleet  ;     and     they     continued    to 

the  defedl  of  preparation  on  both  range  about  the  Land's  End,  the 


fides. 

However  that  may  be,  the 
whole  force  being  at  length  join- 
ed, the  combined  fleets  made  a 
tremendous   appearance  ;    amount 


Scilly  Hands,  and  the  chops  of 
the  channel,  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  On  the  laft  of  Augufl, 
the  wind  being  in  his  favour.  Sir 
Charles    Hardy     gained     the    en- 


ing  to  between  fixty  and  feventy  trance  of  the  channel,  in  fight  of 
line  of  battle  fiiips,  befldes  a  the  combined  fleets,  without  their 
cloud   of   frigates,    firefliips,    and    being  able  to  prevent  him.     The 

great  objeft  of  that  commander, 
was  to  draw  them  up  to  the  nar- 
row part  of  the  channel,  where, 
if  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  an  en- 
gagement,  he  could  engage  upon 


all  thofe  fmaller  kinds  and  deno- 
minations of  veffels  which  in  any 
manner  appertain  to  war.  This 
formidable  force,  having  turned  its 
face  to   the   northward,  continued 


to  diredt  its  courfe  to  the  coafls  of    lefs    difadvantageous  terms  ;     and 


Great  Britain. 


where,  either  a  defeat,  or  certain 


It  was  rather  Angular,  that  the  changes  of  the  wind,  might  have 
Britifh  home  fleet,  under  Sir  been  produ£bive  of  the  moll  ruin- 
Charles  Hardy,  amounting  to  ous  confequences  to  the  enemy, 
about  35,  or  from  thence  to  38  The  enemy  purfued  him  as  high 
fliips  of  the  line,  was  then  cruiz-  up  as  Plymouth  ;  but  being  fen- 
ing  in  fome  part  of  the  bay,  or  fible  of  the  danger,  particularly 
fomewhere  near  the  chops  of  the  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,,  they 
channel,  and  was  paffed  by  this  did  not  adventure  much  farther, 
great  armament,  which  covered  And  as  the  combined  fleets  were 
fo  great  an  extent  of  ocean,  with*  now  become  fickly  in  the    mofl 

extreme 
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extreme  degree,  fe  as  almoft 
wholly  to  difable  fome  of  the 
(hips  ;  that  their  fhips  were  other- 
wife  much  out  of  condition  ;  and 
the  equinox  faft  approaching ; 
their  commanders  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary,  pretty  early  in  September, 
totally  to  abandon  the  Britifh  coafts, 
and  repair  to  Breft  for  the  affift- 
ances  which  they  wanted. 

Thus  ended  the  expeftations  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  apprehenfions 
of    Great     Britain.      Never    had 

Eerhaps  fo    great    a    naval    force 
een  aflembled  on  the  feas.    Ne- 


ver any  by  which  lefs  was  done^ 
or,  except  by  ficknefs,  lefs  fof- 
fered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
fortunate  in  thefe  circumllances» 
than  the  arrival  in  £ngland,  a 
few  days  before  the  appearance  pf 
the  enemy,  of  a  great  Jamaica 
fleet,  amounting  to  about  200 
Ihips ;  and  that  eight  homeward 
bound  Eaft  Indiamen,  having  time- 
ly notice  of  the  danger,  had  there- 
by an  opportunity  of  putting  int^ 
Limerick  in  Ireland. 


CHAP.      II, 

State  of  pullic  affairs  pre-vious  to  the  meeting  of  parliament f  Vafi 
combination  of  povar  againji  Great  Britain.  Proclamations  ;  for  re" 
prixals  on  Spain ;  and  for  ifefenfve  meafures  in  cafe  of  an  invajionm 
Various  manifejiosy  and  public  pieces,  iffued  by  the  beUigerant  poixiers^ 
Some  obfer'vations  on  the  charges  exhibited  by  Spain.  Ojienfeble  caufes, 
and  real  moti'ves  for  ^war,  on  the  Jide  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  Irt" 
land.  Caufes  nahich  led  to  the  prefent  fate  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom.. 
Commercial,  and  non-confumption  ngreemejtfs.  French  itrvafon  threat-m 
ened.  Military  affociations.  People  become  flrongly  armed.  Exemplary 
condnSi  of  the  affociators.  Prudent  meajures  of,  go'vernment  in  that 
country.  General  demand  of  a  free  and  unlimited  commerce.  Difcon- 
tenfs  in  Scotland,  under  an  apprehenfon  of  a  relaxation  of  the  popery 
lanvs.  Outrages  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgonu.  Subfcriptions  for  raifing^ 
troops,  and  other  public  purpofes.  Eaf  India  company  grant  bounties 
for  raifng  6000  feamen,  and  undertake  to  build  three  flips  of  the  line, 
as  an  augmentation  to  the  royal  na'vy.  State  of  parties.  Changes  in 
adminif  ration.     Meeting  of  the  Irif)    parliament. 


TH  E  recefs  of  parliament, 
in  the  year  1779,  opened 
a  period  of  great  danger,  and 
prefented  a  new  and  unufual  face 
of  public  affairs,  with  refpeft  to 
this  country.  Our  fituation  in 
the  preceding  year  had  been 
deemed  fufficiently  alarming  and 
perilous.  We  had,  however,  the 
fortune  to  fuftain  our  ancient  naval 
reputation  ;    to  maintain  our  fo- 


verelgnty  perfe£l  in  the  Euro- 
pean feas  ;  to  afford  the  fulleft 
protedion  to  our  own  commerce, 
whilft  we  nearly  ruined  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  fuffer  no  dif- 
grace  any  where.  It  is  true,  that 
abroad,  we  loll  the  valuable 
ifland  of  Dominica  ;  but  if  this 
was  not  compenfated  for  in  point 
of  commercial  value  by  the  re- 
duction of  St.  Lucia,  it  was  am- 
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ply  fo  with  regard  to  the  advan- 
tage of  a  naval  llation,  and  in 
point  of  honour,  by  the  double 
defeat  both  by  fea  and  land, 
which,  with  forces  fo  greatly 
unequal,  D'Eftaing  received  from 
the  gallantry  and  condud:  of  Ad- 
miral Barrington  and  General 
Meadows.  Ac  the  fame  time, 
the  advantages  obtained  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  were  of  the  firft  im- 
portance ;  and  the  redudion  of 
•Georgia,  opened  the  way  for 
goading  and  wounding  the  Ame- 
ricans in  their  moft  tender  and 
fenfible  part,  by  that  war  which 
has  been  ever  fince  carried  on  in 
the  fouthern  colonies. 

In  this  year,  the  appearance  of 
things  was  by  no  means  fo  favour- 
able. The  flags  of  our  enemies, 
were  now  for  the  firft  time,  or  at 
Jeaft  after  a  very  long  interval, 
feen  flying  triumphant  in  our  feas, 
and  their  fleets  braving  the  Bri- 
lifh  fhores  with  impunity.  The 
mighty  acceffion  of  the  whole 
weight  of  the  Spaniih  monarchy, 
to  that  dangerous  confederacy 
which  was  already  formed  againll 
us,  could  not  but  deeply  iink  a 
fcale,  which,  without  that  accef- 
fion, was  apparently  to  a  level 
with  our  own.  Such  a  combina- 
tion of  real  power*  and  of  adlual 
flFe^Uve  force,  has  feldom  been 
known  in  Europe  upon  any  occa- 
iion,  much  lefs  againft  any  fingle 
Hate  ;  excepting,  perhaps,  only 
that,  which  was  lately  united, 
but  without  any  application  of 
ftrength,  in  the  partition  of  Po- 
land. The  great  and  formidable 
confederacy  againft  the  king  of 
PruiTia  in  the  late  war,  will  not 
hold  in  this  comparifon.  For  be- 
fides  that  he  was  ably  fupported 
by   a  moft    potent    ally,    various 


impediments  arofe  in  the  way, 
which  prevented  the  accumula- 
tion, and  the  adlual  exertion  of 
feveral  of  the  parts,  of  that  vail 
force  which  was  deftined  to  his 
deftruftion.  The  operations  of 
one  of  the  moft  formidable  of  his 
enemies,  were  greatly  impeded 
by  diftance,  and  ftill  more  by  in- 
ternal circumftances.  A  fecond, 
not  lefs  dangerous,  was,  except- 
ing a  very  Ihort  period,  taken 
wholly  ofi^  his  hands  by  Great 
Britain.  A  third,  was  deprived 
of  power  by  furprize ;  and  a 
fourth,  was  inefFeftive  by  nature. 
Similar  exceptions  might  be  found 
with  refpecl  to  the  grand  alliance 
formed  againft  Lewis  the  XIV, 
at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury ;  and  it  fhould  be  remem- 
bered that  Spain,  though  it  was, 
in  fome  refpefts,  rather  a  burthen, 
than  an  accefiion  of  force  to  that 
monarch,  yet  was  more  conve- 
niently fituated  for  him  than  for 
his  enemies  ;  and  that  the  trea- 
fures  and  commerce  of  the  Indies 
were  in  a  great  meafure  in  his 
hands  during   the   war. 

It  was  not  even  againft  a  ftate, 
lingle,  but  whole,  that  the  pre- 
fent mighty  combination  of  power 
was  direfted.  It  was  againft  a 
ftate,  already  weakened  by  a  ru- 
inous civil  war,  and  now  difpart- 
ed  by  defeiElion  ;  whilft  the  fever- 
ed parts  operated  againft  it  in  the 
duplicate  ratio,  of  a  privation  of 
native  ftrength,  and  a  communi- 
cation of  aftual  force  to  the  com^ 
bination. 

The  refxftance  of  Great  Britain 
to  that  mighty  combination,  fill- 
ed all  thofe  parts  of  Europe 
which  looked  on  with  aftonifli- 
ment  and  refpedl.  At  home,  her 
refources  feemed  to  grow  with  her 

necef- 
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hecefiities.  In  no  part  of  the  Whether  afterwards  it  was  in  our 
World  was  her  naval  or  military  power  to  recover  our  fuperiority, 
glory  obfcured,  where  it  was  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine* 
thought  proper  to  exert,  either  Thus,  we  not  only  had  to  en- 
her  naval  or  her  .  military  power,  counter  the  antient  fpirit  ^  and 
The  combined  force  of  the  ene-  gallantry  of  our  neighbour  rivals, 
my  was  incumbered  with  thofe  but  likewife  that  artificial  and 
difficulties  which  ever  attend  (|angerous  courage,  arifing  from 
combined  operations :  and  this  a  confcioufnefs  of  profefiional 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  their  knowledge  and  ability ;  and  our 
lofs  of  feveral  opportunities,  the  feamen  could  not  but  be  amazed, 
right  ufe  of  which  might  have  to  fee  fome  of  their  own  peculiar 
proved  fatal  to  us.  It  was  not,  charafteriftics,  with  refpeft  to 
as  in  the  war  againft  Louis  the  maritime  fkill  and  dexterity,  as 
fourteenth,  in  the  power  of  the  it  were,  fuddenly  transferred  t9 
allies   to  bring  on  thofe  great  bat-     the  enemy. 

ties  which  decide  the  fate  of  em-         The    hoftile     mani-  *  ^  , 

pires.     The  war  was  at  fea ;    and     fedo   prefented   by  the  ^ 
the  fea  is  a  wide  field.     The  na-     Marquis      D'Almodo-  '^°* 

val  mode  of  war  is  perhaps  in  its  var,  the  Spanifh  ambaflador,  be- . 
nature  not  (o  decilive  as  that  fides  the  recal  of  Lord  Grantham 
which  is  carried  on  by  land.  It  from  Madrid,  drew  oat  from  the 
was  become  every  day  more  and  court  of  London,  on  the  third 
more  difficult  to  bring  on  «  de-  day  after  it  was  prefented,  a  pro- 
cifion  by  land.  The  alarm  of  the  clamation  for  reprizals  on  Spain, 
preceding  time  had  caiifed  a  great  along  with  another,  containing 
exertion  /in  England,  which,  regulations  for  the  diftribution  of 
from  a  ftate  very  much  unpre-  prizes  taken  during  the  continu- 
pared,  became  at  length  to  be  ance  of  hoftilities  with  that  count 
povyerfully    armed.       It    rauft    be     try.      Thefe  were  fol-    \  ,  , 

obferved,      however,      that      this    lowed,  foon    after  the    •'  ^^    ^ 
ftand,  which  was  made  fometimes    rifing  of  parliament,    by   another 
'by     bold    pufhes,    and    fometimes     proclamation,     which      announced 
by   prudent   retreats,  has    had    no     to  the  public  the  receivin?-  intel- 
tendency    to    bring    the  war    to   a     licence    of    an    intended   invafiom, 
termination.       The    heterogeneous     oi  this  kingdom  by  our  enemies  - 
parts     of    the     alliance  •  obtaiticd    and   wljich   likewife    iiTued    orders 
time  to  coalefce.     The  great  fub-     to    the    proper    officers,   iof    care- 
jed  of  alarm  to  all  thinking   men     fully    watching   the    coalb  ;     and, 
was  the  regular  .progreffive  growth     upon    the     firfl    approach    of   the 
of  the    ensmy't  naval  force  ;     and    enemy,    for  the    immediate  rcmo- 
that  not  only  in  number  of  (hips,     val    of  horfes,    oxen,    cattle,    and 
but  alfo   in  naval  fkill.     This  had     proviiions,    to    places    of  fecurity, 
been   too  much  overlooked  in  the     and   at   a   proper  (but    undefined) 
beginning,  from  our   confined  at-     diftance. 

tention     ro     the     American     war.         Thefe    were   followed,    at    due 

Againft   this    no-  fuiiicient  precau-     intervals,    and     according     to    all 

tion   fecms   to    have    been   taken,     the  fftabliffied  rules   of  form,    by 
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meafured  and  regular  difcharges 
of  the  diplomatique  artillery  on 
all  fides.  France  led  the  way,  as 
well  to  bring  Spain  forward  with  a 
good  grace  upon  the  occafion,  and 
to  juftify  their  refpedive  and  re- 
ciprocal condudl,  as  to  convince 
th?  world,  of  the  clofe  connexion 
of  interefts  and  infeparable  union, 
which  fubfirted  between  the  two 
crowns.  She  accordingly  iffued 
her  manifefto,  under  the  title  of 
**  an  expofition  of  the  motives 
and  condudl  of  his  moll  Chriftian 
majefty  towards  England."  In 
t^is  piece,  the  following  are  avow- 
ed to  be  the  motives  of  the  war 
with  the  united  courts,  viz.  **  to 
"  a-venge  their  refpeiiive  injuries, 
**  and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyran- 
*'  nical  empire y  nvhicb  England 
*'  has  ufurped,  and  pretends  to 
"  maintain  upon  the  ocean.'' ^ 

Two  royal  Spanifh  Chedulas, 
as  they  are  called,  and  a  circular 
letter,  which  were  all  iffued  be- 
fore the  end  of  June,  and  the  firft 
figned  in  five  days  after  the  deli- 
very of  the  refcript  at  London, 
may  be  confidered  in  part  as 
domeftic  papers ;  for  although 
they  include,  in  effed,  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  they  likewife  hold 
out  a  juftification  of  the  king  to 
his  fubjedls  for  his  having  recourfe 
to  that  extremity  ;  along  with  re- 
gulations to  be  obferved  by  his 
of&cers,  in  refpe£t  to  the  perfons 
aivd  property  of  the  Englifh  vvithin 
the  kingdom,  and  an  interdidlioa 
of  all  commerce  and  conneition 
between  the  two  nations. — In  the 
circular  letter,  the  three  following 
points  are  prirticularly  infilled  on, 
and  feem,  although  without  any 
direft  fpecificaticn,  to  be  intend- 
ed for  the  inftruftion  of  the  Spa- 
niih  minilters  at  foreign     courts ; 


viz.  "  firft,  that  whilft  the  court 
"  of  London  fought  to  amufe 
**  that  of  Spain,  in  fe eking  de- 
*'  lays,  and  in  finally  refufihg 
"  to  admit  the  honourable  and 
'*  equitable  propofals  which  his 
"  majefty  made,  in  quality  of  me- 
'*  diator,  to  eftablifti  peace  be- 
"  tween  France,  England,  arid 
"  the  American  provinces,  the 
"  Britifti  cabinet  offered,  clan- 
"  deftinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
*'  emiftaries,  conditions  of  like 
**  purpofe  with  the  propofitions 
"  of  his  majefty." — **  That  thefe 
*•  offers  and  conditions  were  not 
**  to  ftrange  or  indifferent  per- 
"  fons,  but  diredlly  and  imme- 
*•  diately  to  the  minifter  of  the 
*'  American  provinces  refiding  at 
"  Paris."  And,  "that  the  |Bri- 
'*  tifti  minifter  hath  omitted  no- 
'*  thing  to  procure,  by  many 
**  other  methods,  new  enemies  to 
"  his  majefty." 

All  this  might  be  true.  The 
Britifti  minifters  might  fee  reafon 
for  declining  the  mediation  of 
Spain,  and  applying  diredtly  to 
the  American  agents.  This  might 
have  been  a  proceeding  faulty  with 
regard  to  dignity  or  to  wife  policy; 
(though  that  is  by  no  means  clear) 
but  furnifties  a  very  bad  reafon 
for  the  court  of  Spain  to  declare 
war  againft  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefe  lefler  pieces  were  not 
long  after  followed  by  a  ftate  paper 
of  confiderable  length,  publilh- 
ed  at  Madrid,  in  the  nature  of 
a  manifefto,  declaring  the  motives 
which  had  induced  his  Catholic 
majefty  to  withdraw  his  ambaffa- 
dor,  and  to  aft  hoftilely  againft 
England.  This  piece  abounds 
with  the  fame  fort  of  loofe  random 
charges,  exceedingly  deficient  in 
point   of  fpecification  ;    but    with 

an 
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an  unufual  precifion,  in  giving  vefiel  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
the  fum  of  fuppofed  injuries  or  which  happened  to  be  becalmed, 
grievances,  in  round  and  definite  or  crofTed  by  the  current,  as  fhe 
numbers,  which  fo  much  diftin-  was  going  in  with  provifions  or 
guifhed  that  prefented  by  the  necefl'aries  for  the  ufe  of  that  for- 
Marquis  D'Almodovar.  As  a  trefs.  This  outrage  was  commit- 
juftification  of  the  charge  of  one  ted  in  open  day-light,  in  the  fight 
hundred  miwA'e.^  laid  in  that  piece,  of  the  garrifon,  and  under  the 
and  a  proof  of  the  cautious  dread  view  of  three  Britifli  frigates  of 
of  offending  the  truth,  which  pre-  war,  which  were  then  riding  ia 
vailed  in  the  making  of  that  flate-  the  harbour.  As  the  want  of  wind 
ment,  (which  is  likewife  particu-  did  not  admit  the  direfl  interfe- 
larly  noticed)  eleven  charges  are  rence  of  the  frigates,  they  difpatch- 
laid  here,  (as  the  lawyers  exprefs  ed  their  long-boats  for  the  re- 
it)  in  one  count,  twelve  in  ano-  demption  of  the  vefFel;  the  offi- 
ther,  and  eighty-fix  in  a  third,  cers  and  crews  of  which  bravely 
We  are  at  the  fame  time  affured,  performed  the  fervice,  by  cutting 
that  they  have  abftained  from  out  and  bringing  her  off,  from 
lefTer  and  more  diftant  matters  under  the  fire  of  the  Spanifh  bat- 
of  complaint,  as  being  too  mul-  teries.  As  the  fuccefs  in  this  bu* 
titudinous  for  fpecification.  finefs  was  attended  by  thofe  ufual 

Thefe  charges  may  be  arranged  circumflances  of  triumph,  which 
tinder  the  five  following  heads ;  are  in  fome  degree  peculiar  to 
violations  of  territorial  rights ;  that  intrepid  order  of  men  who 
infults,  or  injuries,  to  the  Spa-  were  the  aftors  in  it,  thefe  now 
ni(h  flag,  navy,  or  commerce ;  conftituted  no  fmall  part  of  the 
injuftice  of  the  Englifh  admiralty  prefent  charge, 
courts,  particularly,  or  entirely,  The  charges  dafTed  under  th^ 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  namberlefs  fecond  and  third  heads,  are  of  a 
wrongs,  of  various  kinds,  in  the  nature  which  admit  of  no  opinion. 
Bay  of  Honduras  ;  and  perfonal  much  lefs  decifion,  without  a  due 
contempt,  infult,  and  attempt  at  courfe  of  enquiry,  including  a 
injury,  to  the  Spanifh  monarch,  full  examination  of  the  evidence 
during  the  late  negociations  for  on  both  fides ;  and  are  matters 
peace,  in  which  he  afTumed  the  which  could  afford  no  difficulty 
charafter  of  mediator.  in   the  fettling,  if  the  parties  were 

With  refpecfl  to  the  firl^  of  thefe  amicably  difpofed.  It  may,  how- 
heads,  confidering  it  dilHndly  ev^r,  be  oblerved  on  the  whole, 
from  what  related  to  the  Bay  of  that  it  was  not  very  probable,  if 
Honduras,  the  only  charge  fpeci-  any  fuch  violations  did  exift,  that 
fied,  is  direded  to  the  redrefs  of  a  they  were  countenanced  by  the 
notorious  aft  of  violence  commit-  Britifh  miniiters,  whofe  policy 
ted  by  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  with  regard  to  their  favourite 
tvho  in  open  defiance  of  the  Bri-  points  in  America,^  would  nata- 
tifh  flag,  had  unwarrantably  feiz-  rally  make  them  cautious  of  giving 
ed,  and  were  beginning  to  plun-  particular  caufe  of  quarrel  to  the 
der,  belides  exceeding  ill  ufage  to  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
the    captain    and    crew,    a    fmall        The  charges  relative  to  imptjted 

li\  z  or 


20]        ANNUAL    REGIStER,    1780. 

or  real  tranfaftions,  on  the  coafts,  them  from  France,  and  to  accom- 
or  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  would  modate  matters  with  England; 
require  inveftigation  and  evidence  thus,  not  oniy  holding  out  condi- 
like the  former,  in  order  to  deter-  tions  fimilar  to  thofe  which  they 
mine  the  queftion  of  right  in  feme  had  rejeded  and  fpurned  at,  whea 
inltances,  and  to  efiablifli  the  mat-  coming  through  his  Catholic  ma- 
ter of  fad  in  others.  Some  of  jefty  ;  but  in  fad,  including  oiFers 
them  are  evidently  and  grofsly  much  more  favourable  to  the  Auie- 
miltated  ;  and  others  are  founded 
upon  claims,  which  are  either 
controverted  or  abfolutely  de- 
nied. The  charge  of  exciting 
the  Mofquito  Indians  to  a  revolt, 
feems  not  better  fupported.  Some 
connexion  had  been  conftantly 
kept  up  with  thefe  people,  who 
having  never  acknowledged  the 
Spanilh  dominion,  have  always 
been  regarded  as  a  free  nation. 
Perhaps  the  affairs  on  /that  coaft, 
ought  to  have  been  put  on  a  more 
diftind  footing  in  the  treaty  of 
Paris. 

Under  the  laft  head  of  griev- 
ance or  injury,  the  charge  of  du- 
plicity made,  as  we  have  feen,  on 
the  court  of  London  in  the  cir- 
cular letter,  is  more  fully  enforc- 
ed, and  more  particularly  fpeci- 
fied.  It  afferts,  that  the  Britilh 
cabinet  or  miniftry,  (as  they  are 
indifferently  called)  at  the  ^fame 
time  that  ihey  rejefted  the  pro- 
pofals  made  openly  .  by  Spain,  as 
mediator,  in  the  negociations  for  a 


ncans.  From  thefe  premiies,  the 
neceffity  of  the  Spanifh  king's 
giving  full  efficacy  to  his  engage- 
ments with  France,  is  endeavour- 
ed to  be  fli  wn,  and  conclufions 
to  the  following  purport  are  like- 
vviie  drawn ;  —  that  the  Englifli 
policy  was  principally  directed  to 
difunite  the  two  courts  of  Paris 
and  Madrid,  by  means  of  the  fug- 
gellions  and  offers  feparately  made 
to  them  ;  and  alfo,  to  fpread  a 
net  for  the  American  ftates,  fo  that, 
being  drawn  in  by  flattering  and 
magnificent  promiies  to  a  feparate 
accommodation,  or  even  to  join 
their  arms  againll  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  England  might  after- 
wards, when  they  were  left  alon« 
without  protedors,  and  without 
guarantees  to  the  treaties  which 
fhe  now  concluded  with  them, 
again  become  the  arbiter  of  their 
fate,  and  renew  all  their  former 
opprellions. 

Thus  far  we  have  feen«the  often- 
fible  caufes  of  the  war  on  the   fide 


peace,  were    privately    infinuating  of  Spain.      The  fecret  and  prime 

themfelves  at  the  court  of  France,  motive,  to    which  all  thefe  ferved 

by  the  means  of  fecret  emiflarjes,  only    to    afford    a    colouring.  Was 

and   making  verv  great   offers    to  either  fo  predominant  thu  it  could 

her  to  abandon  the  colonies,    and  not     be     entirely     concealed,     or 


to  make  a  peace  with  England. 
And,  that  at  the  very  fame  time 
they  were  treating,  by  means  of 
another  certain  emiffary,  with 
Dodor  Franklin,  miniiter  pleni- 
potentiary from  the  American  co- 
lonies at  Paris,  to  whom  they 
made  various  propoials,  to  difuoite 


things  were  now  fuppoied  to  be 
in  fuch  fituation  as  rendered  con- 
cealment unneceffary.  The  dan- 
gerous defign  of  crufhing  the  Eng- 
lifh  naval  power  appears  rather 
unexpededly  in  the  tail  of  this 
manifefto;  but  is  ss  fully  to  the 
purpofe  as  in  that  of  France.  It 
declares. 
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declares,  that,  to  attain  the 
much  wifhed-for  end  of  a  fecure 
peace,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  curtail  and  dellroy  ihe  arbitrary 
proceedings  and  maxims  of  the 
Englifii  maritime  power;  an  ob- 
jedl,  in  the  attainment  of  which 
all  other  maritime  powers,  and 
even  all  nations  in  general,  are 
become  much  interefted. 

Such  are,  in  part,  the  danger- 
ous combinations,  and  alarming 
4ei1gns,  to  which  our  fatal  civil 
commotions  have  afforded  too  fub- 
iiantial  a  being. 

The  juftifying  memorial  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  in  anfwer 
to  the  French  manifeflo,  com- 
pleated  die  circle  of  thofe  formal 
appeals  to  mankind,  which  the 
etiquette  of  modern  courts  has 
eftabliflied,  as  a  fort  of  preludes 
to  the  opening  of  thofe  real  fcenes 
of  war  and  d^Arucljon,  which 
they  are  preparing  to  exhibit. 
They  ufuaily  trumpet  forth  the 
godlike  attributes  of  juftics,  equi- 
ty, mercy,  and,  above,  all,  tkat 
univerfal  benevolence  and  tender- 
nefs  to  mankind,  with  which  their 
refpe(3llve  courts  or  fovereigns  are 
fuppofed  to  be  iniinitely  endued  ; 
ttnd  deplore,  in  the  molt  pathetic 
ftrain,  thoii?' very  evils  which  they 
are  bringing  on,  and  thofe  mife- 
ries  which  they  are  exerting  their 
utmoft  powers  to  inflid,  Jf  they 
produce  lit:le,  or  no  effeft,  it  isj 
however,  generally  a-;  much  as  is 
expeded  Irqm  tfcem  ;  and.  how- 
ever fmall  the  (hare  of  credit  which 
|;hey  obtain  with  the  public,  it  is, 
almoft  to  a  certainty,  as  much  as 
they  deferve. 

In  this  ftate  of  danger  from  our 
foreign  enemies,  the  eaipire  feeni- 
ed  convuifed  in  almoil  all  its  par^s, 
^nd  on  the  point  of  bving  farther 


rent,  by  internal  diflatisfaftion 
and  difcontent.  In  Ireland,  af- 
fairs feemed  approaching  fall  to  a 
crifis.  It  was  not  to  be  expe£led 
that  a  country  dependent  on  Great 
Britain,  and  much  limited  in  the 
ufe  of  its  natural  advantages, 
Ihould  not  be  afFeded  hj  the 
caufes  and  confequences  of  the 
American  war.  The  fagacious  in 
that  kingdom  could  not  avoid  per- 
ceiving in  the  prefent  combination 
of  circumllances  an  advantage, 
which  was  to  be  now  improved, 
or  given  up    for  ever. 

A  new  ftate  of  public  and  pri- 
vate diftrefs,  along  with  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  recent  affronts,  (as  they 
were  now  confidered)  were  the 
powerful  agents,  which,  combined 
with  feveral  others  of  a  lubordinate 
degree,  produced  this  revolution 
in  the  temper  and  difpoiition  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  We  have 
on  former  occafions,  and  particu- 
larly in  our  lall  volume,  taken 
notice  of  lome  of  thele  matters. 
Habitual  reflraint  feems  in  length 
of  time  to  become  fo  much  a  part 
of  our  nature,  that  it  requires 
fome  new  exertion,  or  an  applica- 
tion to  lome  tender  or  untried 
part,  in  order  to  excite  any  very 
uneafy  fenfation,  or  at  leaft.  any 
particular  degree  of  refentmenr. 
The  reftriilions  on  the. commerce 
an4  manufaftures  of  Ireland,  might 
have  been  pail'ed  over  for  fome 
ages  to  come,  with  perhaps  even 
lefs  difficulty  than  they  had  been 
endured  for  near  a  century  palt, 
if  a  temporary  diitrefs  had  not 
quickened  their  apprehenfions. 

Of  all  the  evils  of  which  they 
complained,  the  three  years  em- 
bargo on  the  only  ftaple  export  of 
that  kingdom,  feemed  the  moll 
immediately  mifchievous  ;  and  be^ 
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Jiig  confidered,    from    the    concef- 
fions  to  Amefica,    as   particularly 
infulting,     was     accordingly      the 
moft  highly  rdfented    by  the  peo- 
ple.    One    of  the    public  writers 
of   that    country   fays — "  That    it 
was  fent  as  a  curfe,  and  operated 
as  a  peftilence."     It  was  likewife, 
along  with  its  pernicious  tendency 
and    efFefts,    charged   with    being 
not  only  unconftitutional,   but  di- 
reftly  illegal  ;    and    a    gentleman 
of  the    Irifh   Houfe  of  Commons 
only  failed  in  bringing  the  quef- 
tion  of  legality  to  a  final  decifion 
an  a  court  of  law,  by   the  unex- 
pedled   death    of    a   cuftom-houfe 
officer,  who,  from  the  feizure  of   a 
cargo   fitted   out  on   the    purpofe, 
was  rendered  defendant  in  the  fuit 
which  the  former   inftituted.     But 
what    aggravated     every    circum- 
ftance  relative  to   this    bufinefs   to 
the   higheft    poflible    degree,    was 
the    national    contempt,    which   it 
•was   fuppofed    to  convey.     For    it 
being  confidered   merely  as  a  go- 
vernment job,  and  calculated  only 
(as    they     faid,    without     referve, 
both  in    parliament    and    out)     to 
raife  immenl'e  fortunes   for  a  few 
Englifh  and    Scotch    adherents    to 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  nothing  could 
exceed  their  indignation  at  the  re- 
flexion,   that  the   intereils    of  the 
kingdom  fhould  be  facrificed,'  and 
a  whole  nation  reduced  to  diftrefs, 
only    (as   they  afTerted)   to   favour 
the   rapacity   of  a  fet  of  contrac- 
tors. 

The  public  diftrefTes,  they  faid, 
kept  pace  with  the  private,  and 
proceeded  from  fimilar  caufes. 
Whilft  the  means  of  fupply  were 
cut  off  by  unjuft  reftridlion,  a 
corrupt  and  profufe  fyllem  of  go- 
vernment, which,  they  pretend- 
.    ^d,  had   been  early  adopted,   and 


had  generally  prevailed,  durjng 
the  prefent  reign,  had  continual- 
ly enhanced  every  article  of  the 
public  expenditure,  until  the 
whole  was   fwelled  to  its    prefent 


enormous  and  ruinous  ftate ;  far 
exceeding  the  Handing  revenues 
of  the  kingdom,  and  ftill  muck 
farther  all  pall,  example  of  ex- 
pence.  Thus,  inftead  of  a  full 
exchequer,  as  heretofore,  which 
might  happily  afford  encourage- 
ment to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  the  country,  and  to 
arts  and  induftry  among  the  peo- 
ple, the  great  objeft  and  labour 
now  of  every  felTion  of  parlia- 
ment, was  the  multiplication  of 
taxes,  and  the  making  fome  farther 
accumulation  to  that  national  debt, 
,  which  had  been  contrafted  under 
this  ruinous  fyftem. 

Some    other    real     or    fuppofed 
matters   of  irritation,  or  caufes  of 
jealoufy,    as    they  excited    difcon- 
tent,    fufpicion,    or    apprehenfion, 
ferved  likewife  to  render  the  fenfc 
of  immediate  grievance  or  diftrefs 
ftill    more    infupportable    in    that 
country.     The    doftrines    of  taxa- 
tion   without    reprefentation,    and 
of  unconditional  fubmilTion,  which 
were   extended   to    America,  wer* 
urged,  not  unplaufibly,  as   matter 
of  apprehenfion  and  alarm   to  Ire- 
land ;    and    it   was    openly    faid, 
that  the  chains  forged  for  the  colo- 
nies,   would,    in    cafe    of  fuccefs, 
afford  a  mode  for  the  fetters  which 
would  foon   after   be   made   fitting 
to  themielves.      Some  ftrong  and 
very    unprofitable    language    ufed 
in    the    Britifli    parliament,    ferved 
very  much  to  increafe  this   appre- 
henfion   and   jealoufy,    in  drawing 
parallels   between   the   conftitutions 
of  Ireland   and   the    colonies,    and 
deriving  arguments    for   thq,  fab- 
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imflloti  of  the  latter,  from  the  re- 
ftraints  to  which  the  former  had 
been  fubjcft. 

Still,  however,  the  hopes  of 
fome  confiderable  enlargement  of 
dieir  commerce,  which  were  re- 
peatedly held  out  in  parliament, 
operated  wonderfully  in  foothing 
difcontent,  and  in  preferving  the 
temper,  and  fortifying  the  pa- 
tience of  the  people.  Thus  all 
public  bufinefs,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  was  llili  carried  on  fmooth- 
ly  ;  and  the  compliance  and  obfe- 
quioufnefs  of  their  parliament, 
with  refped  to  all  the  propofals 
and  meafures  of  government,  con- 
tinued to  be  as  confpicuoufly  dif- 
played  as  ever. 

But  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
found  that  little  efFedual  was  done 
in  confequence  of  thefe  declara- 
tions, and  that  little  attended 
with  much  difcontent  and  oppo- 
fition  from  many  of  the  trading 
parts  of  Great  Britain,  the  hopes 
of  redrefs  became  daily  more  faint, 
and  the  acquiefcence,  and  good 
temper  founded  upon  them,  were 
proportionally  exhaufted.  They 
obferved  that  when  a  bill,  which, 
although  of  ne  vaft  confequence, 
would  have  afforded  fome  allevia- 
tion to  their  diftreffes,  had  been 
nearly  carried  through  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  mi- 
niiier  himfelf,  who  they  had  been 
taught  to  confider  as  a  friend, 
March  1 8th.  casein  perfon,  arm- 
ea  at  all  points,  to 
'  "■  defeat  this  their  only 

and  laft  hope.  The  two  bills 
which  were  aftervvards  paffed  in 
the  fame  feffion,  for  permitting 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  and 
encouraging  that  of  hemp,  in  Ire- 
land, inllead  of  affording  fatisfac- 
hon,  or  promoting  harmony,  pro- 


duced a  direftly  Contrary  effedl  ; 
being  confidered  as  nothing  lefs 
than  mockeries,  and  as  infults  of- 
fered to  their  diftrefs. 

in  this  manner,  things  were  re- 
prefented  and  felt  in  Ireland ;  and 
when  the  attempt  to  keep  parlia- 
ment fitting  for  the  purpofe  of 
fettling  fome  plan  for  their  fatisfac* 
tion  was  defeated,  the  fiame, 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
fmothered,  broke  out  with  great 
violence. 

Affociations  againft  the  purchaft 
and  ufe  of  Biitlfh  manufaftures, 
and  for  the  encouragement,  in 
every  poflible  degree,  of  their 
own,  had  already  taken  pface  in 
fome  parts  of  that  country ;  but 
feemed  to  be  kept  back,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  confideration,  and  a  final 
refort  in  cafe  of  extremity,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  kingdom.  All 
referve  upon  this  fubjeft  was  now 
at  an  end  ;  affociations  became 
univerfal ;  and  the  non-importa- 
tion, and ,  non-confumption  agree- 
ments, included  the  ufual  penal- 
ties, or  denunciations  of  ven- 
geance, not  only  againft  violators* 
but  againft  thofe  importers  or  fell- 
ers of  the  prohibited  commodities 
who  had  not  acceded  to  the  gene- 
ral compaft.  By  this  means  they 
computed,  that,  even  in  the  pre- 
fent  weak  ftate  of  their  manufac- 
tures, they  would  fave  a  full  mil- 
lion fterling,  which  went  annual- 
ly to  Great  Britain.  This  great 
faving  would,  they  faid,  aflbrd 
compenfation  or  redrefs  for  many 
of  their  grievances  and  diftreffes  ; 
and,  what  was  no  fmall  obje£t  of 
fatisfadlion  with  them,  would  be 
the  means  of  pulling  down  and 
punifliing  the  pride  and  ingrati- 
tude of  Manchefter  and  Glafgow; 
towns    which    had    been    cohftant 
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and  immenfe  gakiers  in  the  Irifh 
trade,  and  vvhicli  had  notwith- 
ftanding,  they  complained,  been 
the  foremoft,  the  loudeft,  and  the 
jjioft  etiediive,  in  cppoling  and  de- 
feating every  mealure  of  redrefs 
or  relief  which  had  ever  been  pro- 
pofed  in  favour  of  that  kingdom. 

Bat  the  turn  of  affairs,  and  per- 
haps the  future  fortune  of  Ireland, 
were  to  depend  on  afTociatibns  of 
a  more  efFeftive,  if  'not  more  dan- 
gerous nature,  than  any  which  re- 
lated merely  to  commercial  or  do- 
meftic  regulation.  To  the  accu- 
mulation, of  alarms  which  we  have 
already  feen,  had  been  lately  add- 
ed, the  imminent  danger  of  foreign 
invafion  ;  a  meafure  evidently  in- 
tended, if  not  abfolutcly  avowed 
by  France.  This  fituation  was  the 
more  alarming,  as  the  military 
force  fuppot  ted  by  Ireland,  had 
been  coritinually  drained  of  and 
vveakened  for  the  American  war. 

In  order  to  provide  for  their  de- 
fence, they  faid  it  muft  be  placed 
in  thofe  who  had  the  beft  intereli 
\n  it.  The  ftate  was  unable  or 
unvyilling  to  defend  them  effeftu- 
ally  ;  and  the  mode  of  defence.^ 
which  was  iinequal  to  their  protec- 
tion, might  be  ruinous  to  their  li- 
berties. ,  Military  affociations  were 
renewc4  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  thefe 
aflbciatioas  foon  became  univcrfal  in 
that  kingdon].  They' declared  they 
were  intended  for  the  double  pur- 
pofe,  of  defending  their  fafety  againft 
foreign  enemies,  and  their  rights 
againil,  what  they  called,  domeflic 
iifurpatiorj.  That  they  were  loyal 
^o  the  king,  and  affeflionate  to 
Great  Britain.  Bat  that  it  was 
with  fuch  loyalty  and  affeftion,  as 
confilled  with  their  own  liberty 
and  profperity.  In  every,  part  of 
jhg  kingdom  were  fejen  to  arife,  as 


it  were  by  m*gic,  vaft  bodies  of 
citizens,  ferving  at  their  own 
charges,  choofing  -  their  own  ,offi- 
cer9>  trained  to  great  expertnefs, 
and  obeying  with  exemplary  regu- 
larity and  fteadinefs.  No  noble- 
man, no  gentleman,  could  fliewr 
his  face  in  the  country,  who  did 
nor  fail  in  (and  they  did  univer- 
fally,  and  for  the  moft  part  chear- 
fiilly  concur)  with  the  prevalent 
difpofition  of  the  inferior  and  mid- 
dling forts  of  their  countrymen. 
]\'Ien  of  great  fortunes  ferved  in 
thfe  ranks,  All  this  was  done 
without  any  fort  of  confufion  or 
diforder  whatever.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  peace  of  the  country  and 
the  obedience  to  the  laws  was  ne- 
ver better  provided  for.  Confi- 
dering  the  temper  lately  prevalent 
in  ^hat  country,  and  its  fc^nes  of 
inteftine  diviiion,  this  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary revolutions  recorded  iri 
hiilory. 

The  numbers,  thus  trained  and 
armed  have  been  varioufly  repre- 
fented.  -  They  were  not  probably 
much  under  thirty  thoular.d  men 
in  the  very  firft  year  ;  and  they 
have  iince  been  very  conliderably 
jnqreafed  ;  fome  fay  to  forty,  others 
aflert  to  fixty  thouiand  men,  admi- 
rably appointed. 

Goveniqicnt  fa\y  this  proceed- 
ing with  aftonifhment.  It  vyas  ir^ 
vain  to  offer  the  leaft  refiilance  to 
the  defign  of  a  general  armament  ; 
nor  could  .it  be  wiflied  to  retrain 
the  fpirit  fo  far  as  regaroed  a  fo- 
reign enemy.  They  wifhcd  to  re- 
gulate this  force,  and  to  bring  it, 
if  poffible,  to  aft  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  cpwn  ;  but,  after  a  very 
few.  and  feeble  actempts,  which 
were  friiftrated  with  fcorn,  it  was 
thought  more  wife  to  concur  in 
'    '    -        '  whax 
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jwtat  could  not  be  prevented.  Go- 
vernment gave  out  a  confiderable 
fupply  of  arms  to  the  volunteers, 
although  far  ftiort  of  what  was  ne- 
ceflary  ;  and  thus  this  new  efta- 
blifliment,  fo  favourable  to  the 
rights  of  citizens,  and  of  an  ex- 
ample fo  flattering  to  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  people  at  large  to  pro- 
vide in  an  orderly  and  effedtual 
manner  for  their  own  defence, 
without  any  pofitive  law,  or  the 
interpofltioa  of  the  ordinary  ma- 
giilrate,  has  been  fanftified  and  re- 
cognized by  the  Itate  itielf. 

After  having  provided  for  their 
defence  againlt  foreign  enemies, 
tSie  Irifh  began  to  look  towards 
their  rights,  or  claims  of  rights — 
and  in  general  declared  all  autho- 
rity in  the  Britifh  Parliament  over 
them  to  be  a  grofs  ufurpation. 
Among  others,  the  Briti(h  mutiny 
aft  was  denied  to  be  valid.  This 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  that 
the  troops  were  for  (ome  time,  in 
a  confiderable  degree,  confined  to 
their  reipedive  ihitions,  as  fc^rcely 
a  magillrate  could  be  found  in  the 
kingdom,  who  would  iifue  billets 
for  their  cjuarters.  It  required  the 
greatelt  degree  of  temper  and  cir- 
Cumfpeftion  in  fhofe  who  governed 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  commanders 
of  the  king's  forces  there,  to  pre- 
vent a  collifion  of  two  fuch  armies  ; 
and  it  wo^ild  be  invidious  to  deny 
them  very  great  praife  for  the  pru- 
dence of  their  conduft. 

This  ftate  of  things  \Vas  not  the 
work  of  a  party,  or  of  any  parti- 
cular order  of  men  ;  but  was  pro- 
duced and  upheld  by  every  rank, 
clafs,  and  denomination  of  the 
people.  The  wife  and  humane 
Conduft  of  the  Britifh  legiflature, 
jn  relaxing  the  penal  reilriftions 
q{  the    laws     againlt   the   Engliih 


Roman  Catholics,  was  a  meafure 
of  fuch  obvious  utility,  that  the 
example  was  fpeedily  followed  by 
the  Irifh  parliament  ;  who  com- 
municated fimilar  benefits  to  thofe 
of  that  profeflion  in  their  own 
country.  This  meafure  tended  in 
a  great  degree  to  dellroy  thofe  ani- 
mofities,  which  had  for  fo  many 
ages  been  the  fource  of  weaknels 
and  diftrefs  in  that  kingdom.  ;  The 
newly  reftored  citizens,  who  form 
fo  vaft  a  majority' of  the  people  in 
Ireland,  foon  perceived,  that  as 
they  now  poffelled  a  common  fhare 
in  the  common  interefts,  fo  they 
were  equally  called  upon  with  ail 
others,  to  the  public  defence,  and 
to  the  fupport  of  the  public  rights. 
AH  envy  arid  averiion  on  the  one 
fide,  and  all  diilrull  and  appreheii- 
fioa  on  the  other,  appeared  to  va- 
niih,  and  one  general  principle  and 
fpirit  to  operate  upon  the  whole 
people. 

A  free  and  unlimited  commerce 
with  the  whole  world  was  the  firft, 
the  great,  and  the  general  objeft 
of  redrefs ;  for  which  no  compen- 
fation  could  be  admitted,  and 
without  which,  no  other  concef- 
fions  or  advantages,  however  great 
or  beneficial,  could  afford  fatis fac- 
tion. This  was  the  Jine  qua  jion, 
from  which  there  was  no  depar- 
ture. Such  was  the  fiate  of  affairs 
in  Ireland,  previous  to,  and  dur- 
ing the  recefs  of  the  Britifh  par- 
liament. ^ 

During  the  long  courfe  of  real 
or  Yuppofed  grievances,  of  public 
dilcontents,  or  of  aftual  commo- 
tion, which,  for  feveral  years  paft, 
have  more  or  lefs  agitated  every 
other  part  of  the  Britilh  empire, 
Scotland  alone  had  the  fortune  to 
efcape  the  general  contagion  ;  and, 
feeling  thp  happinefs  of  her  own 
peculiar 
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peculiar   circumftances   and    fitua-  church   of    Scotland   happened   to 

tion,  omitted  no  occalion  of  tefti-  be  fitting  at  the  very  time  that  the 

fying  her  gratitude,  by  the  fuUeft  Englifh  adl  was  in  agitation ;    and 

approbation  of  all  the   conduft  of  that  body  rejefted,  by  a  majority 

jninirters,  and  the  moft  perfedl  fa-  of  above  an  hundred  voices,  a  mo- 


tisfadion  in  ihofe  meafures,  which 
were  elfewhere  produdive  of  fo 
jnuch  uneafmefs,  and  fuch  heart- 
burnings, in  all  other  parts  of  the 


tion  then  made,  for  a  remonftrance 
to  parliament  againft  the  pafling  of 
the  bill.  This  inftance  of  mode- 
ration in  the  national  church 
Britifti  dominions.  The  fpirit  of  could  not  but  afford  great  encou- 
fanaticifm,  which  has  fo  often  laid  ragement  to  the  Catholics  in  Scot- 
the  proudeS:  monuments  of  human  land  to  hope,  that  they  Ihould  be 
wifdom  and  power  in  the  duft,  was,  permitted  to  paitake  of  the  indul- 
even  there,  to  produce  a  revolution  gence  which  had  been  granted  to 
in  that  fettled  temper  and  difpofi-     their  brethren  in  England,  and  in 


tjon,  which  had  hitherto  flood  the 
teit,  aud  Ihewn  fuch  fuperior  proof, 
to  the  application  of  every  other 
public  and  political  touchjlone. 

Upon  the  paiHng  of  the  late  law, 
in  favour  of  the  Englifli  Roman 
Catholics,  fome  gentlemen  of  con- 
fideration  and  authority  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom, expreffed  their  warm  willies 
in  parliament,  that  its  benefits 
were  extended  to  thofe  of  that 
communion  in  their  own  country; 
and  as  the  feafon  was  then  too  far 
•  advanced,  declared  their  inten- 
tion of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  that 
pnrpofe  ^n  the  enfuing  feflion.  Si- 
milar fentiments  fcemed  to  prevail 
during  the  recefs  with  fome  others  ; 
and  as  that  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
which  had  once  fo  peculiarly  dif- 
tinguiihed  Scotland  from  other  re- 
formed countries,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  in  a  great  meafure  worn 


Ireland.  They  accordingly  pre- 
pared a  petition  to  parliament,  and 
employed  counfel  to  frame  the  out- 
lines of  a  bill  for  that  purpofe. 

While  matters  were  in  this  train, 
an  inflammatory  pamphlet,  agalnll 
the  doftrines  and  members  of  po.- 
pery,  reprefenting  the  latter  as  ini- 
mical to  all  Hates,  and  as  the  com- 
mon enemies  of  mankind,  was 
written  by  a  nonjuring  clergyman, 
printed  at  the  expence  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  propagating  Chnllian 
knowledge,  and  circulated  with 
great  induflry  though  every  order  ' 
of  the  people.  The  effeds  of  this 
publication  foon  began  to  appear 
in  fome  of  the  provincial  fynods, 
where  the  matter  being  taken  up 
and  agitated  with  much  heat,  an- 
gry refolutions  were  paffed  againft 
the  unfortunate  people  who  were 
the  objeds  of  their  jealoufy ;  and 
thefe  refolutions,    including   a  full 


away,    along  with  the  darknefs  of    determination    of    oppofmg   every 


the  times,  from  which  fiich  a  dif- 
pofition  generally  derives  its  force; 
it  was  fcarcely  imagined  that  the 
intended  meafure  of  relief  would 
have  produced  any  confiderable 
degree  of  oppofition,  or  even  of 
inurmur. 
The  -general  afTembly    of   the 


meafure  of  relief  which  was  oi- 
might  be  intended  for  them,  being 
publifhed  in  the  news-papers,  could 
not  fail  to  excite  fome  ferment. 
The  condudl:  of  the  fynod  of  Lo- 
thian and  Tweeddale,  upon  which 
the  eyes  of  the  people  were  parti- 
cularly turned,  feemed,  however, 
calculated 
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calculated  to  reftrain  that  fury  of 
5zea1,  which  was  now  generating, 
from  fpreading  to  any  great  extent, 
Notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  a 
violent  party  among  themfelves, 
the  humane  refolution  iffiied  by 
that  aflembly,  went  totally  to  dif- 
claim  their  having  any  hand  in  op- 
pofing  the  mild  intentions  of  go- 
vernment, for  giving  relief  to  their 
fellow-fubjefts. 

Whatever  good  effects  might 
have  been  expefted  from  this  tem- 
perate condudl,  they  were  entirely 
defeated  or  prevented,  by  the  adli- 
vity  and  boldnefs  of  a  few  obfcure 
zealots  in  Edinburgh  j  who,  under 
the  guife  of  fome  eftablilhed  poli- 
tical body  of  the  ftate,  undertook 
the  proteftion  and  defence  of  the 
national  church  in  the  place  of 
their  clergy,  whom  they  charged 
with  a  fcandalous  and  impious  de- 
fertion  of  the  caufe  of  God  and 
religion^  This  felf-created  body, 
artfully  concealing  their  infignifi- 
cance,  by  lludiouily  keeping  their 
name?,  occupations,  and  number 
in  total  darknefs,  equally  availed 
themfelves  of  the  opportunity  which 
their  fituatiou  in  the  capital  afford- 
ed, of  affuming  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  importance  ;  and  under 
the  fpecious  and  pompous  title  of 
the  committee  for  the  protefcant 
intereft,  eafily  palTed  upon  the  pub- 
lic, not  only  for  ,  men  of  rank, 
confequence,  and  authority,  but 
as  the  afting  delegates  of  a  ftill 
greater  body. 

Under  this  delufive  appearance, 
to  which  the  prejudices  or  fears  of 
the  people  afforded  all  the  fandlion 
they  could  wifh,  they  foon  became 
fo  popular,  that  committees  for 
correfponding  with  them  were  efta- 
blilhed in  feveral  parts  of  that 
country,    and    particularly  in   the 


weftern  fhires ;  and  the  public 
confidence  and  opinion  increafing, 
in  proportion  lo  the  magnitude  of 
the  dangers  which  they  defcribed, 
and  were  fuppofed  to  have  difco- 
vered,  they  were  confidered  as  the 
fitteft  and  moft  effedive  agents,  for 
applying  the  contributions  of  the 
well-difpofed  to  the  immediate  de- 
fence of  religion.  Thus  a  few 
unknown  men  feemed  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  purfes, 
as  well  as  of  the  confciences  of  the 
people ;  and  by  this  means  they 
were  enabled  to  publifh  and  diftri- 
bute  inflammatory  pamphlets  gra- 
tis, and  without  number;  while 
the  news-papers  and  ftreets  were 
crowded  with  letters,  paragraphs, 
and  hand-bills,  teeming  with  iedi- 
tion,  inveftive,  and  abufe ;  all 
tending  evidently  to  excite  a  peo- 
ple, naturally  warm  and  irritable, 
to  adts  of  outrage.  The  effedl  aa- 
fwered  their  moft  fanguine  expecla- 
tions  ;  and  they  foon  beheld  the 
flame  which  they  had,  fb  fuccefsfully 
(they  faid  unintentionally)  blown 
up,  not  only  fpread  through  -every 
part  of  Scotland,  but  extended  in- 
to the  fouthern  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  ;  until,  at  length,  it  li- 
terally blazed  forth  in  its  utmofl 
violence,  and  attended  with  all  its 
horrors,  in  the  metropolis  of  the 
empire. 

As  people  are  always  curious  to 
know  iomething  of  thofe  inftru- 
ments,  that  are  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing extraordinary  or  unexpeft- 
ed  effefts,  it  may  be  expected  that 
we  fhould  take  fome  notice  of  the 
committee  in  queftion.  From  the 
only  account  of  it  which  we  have 
feen,  and  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  obtained  with  no  fmall  dilH- 
culty,  it  appears,  that  in  point  of 
number  it  amounted  only  to  thir- 
teen 
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teen  perfons ;  that  the  three  firft  or 
principal  of  thefe,  To  far  ,as  may 
be  judged  from  apparent  rank  or 
condition,  were,  a  merchant,  a 
goldfmith,  and  a  teacher  of  the 
poor  in  an  hofpital ;  that  the  re- 
mainder were  either  men  exer- 
cifing  mean  trades,  or  elfe  writing- 
clerks,  fome  ferviiig  in  counting- 
hotifes,  and  others  in  public  of- 
fices ;  excepting  only  the  thir- 
teenth, who  being  yet  an  appren-' 
tice,  filled,  notwithftanding,  the 
important  oi$ce  pf  fecretary  to  the 
committee.  Such  were  the  re- 
doubted champions,  who  under- 
cook the  protection  and  defence  of 
an  eftablifhed  national  religion ; 
already  guarantied  and  iortified, 
Hot  only  by  its  invincible  truth 
and  holinets,  but  by  laws,  habits, 
length  of  pofleffion,  public  opi- 
nion, and  the  united  force  of  a 
whole  empire. 

The  wretched  people  who  \yere 
thus  marked  out  as  the  pbjedts 
of  public  execration  and  venge- 
ance, apprehending  the  mod  fatal 
jConfequences  from  the  dangerous 
fpirit  now  railed,  thought  it  pru- 
dent and  neceflary,  early  in  the 
year  1779,  to  acquaint  I^ord  North, 
through  forne  of  the  northern  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  that  chufing 
rather  to  facrifice  their  own  future 
cafe  and  advantage,  than  to  en- 
danger the  immediate  peace  of 
their  country,  they  woijld  accord- 
ingly refrain  from  any  application 
to  the  legifl-.ture,  for  the  expefted, 
and  {0  much  wilhed-for  indulgence. 
And  hoping  to  afluage  the  fury 
and  rage  of  the  multitude,  the 
letter  written  upon  the  fubjcd  by 
thefe  gentlemen  to  the  miniller,  in- 
cluding that  refolution,  and  afl  of 
forbearance  on  their  fide,  which 
tptally  removed   every  new  objeft 
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of   jealoufy   and    difcontent, 
publillied  in  the  news-papers. 

No  conceflion  could,  however, 
allay  the  fury  of  that  outrageout 
zeal  which  was  now  let  loofe.  Fo^ 
fome  time  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  been  fubjefted,  in  open  day- 
light, aad  in  the  public  flreets,  to 
contumelious  treatment  and  Ihock- 
ing  threats,  from  the  enraged  rab- 
ble. Magiftracy  probably  did  not 
imagine  to  what  lengths  they  might 
proceed.  As  the  deftined  time  of 
vengeance  drew  near,  feveral  days 
previous  notice  was  publicly  given, 
by  an  infinite  number  of  incendiary 
letters  and  hand-bills,  which  were 
difperfed  through  every  part  of 
Edinburgh,  not  only  fpecifying 
\\me,  place,  and  objeft,  but  call- 
ing upon,  or  fummoning,  the  affill- 
ance  of  the  people  in  the  enter- 
prize. 

This  public  announcement  of  a 
dangerous  defign,  did  not  produce 
a  greater  alarm,  or  any  meafure  of 
prevention  ;  and  was  followed  by 
fever^fl  light  attacks  with  ftonesj 
and  other  milTile  weapons,  which 
feemed  only  calculated  to  feel  the 
courage,  and  to  excite  the  rage  of 
the  populace,  and  which  went  nq 
farther  than  the  breaking  of  win- 
dows, or  other  fimilar  mifchiefs ; 
which  were  all  pafTed  oyer  in  the 
fame  manner. 

On  the  appointed  day,    t,  ,       j 
..1,     c  a       1  .     u-  K    i'eb.  2d. 

the  iirit  and  great  pbjea 

of  attack,  was  a  new  ' '/^' 
hpufe,  in  vyhich  the  principal  Ro- 
man Catholic  clergyman,  or  bifhop, 
along  with  feveral  other  families  oi' 
that  perfuafton,  dwelt  ;  one  room  or 
floor  of  which  had  been  deugned 
and  prepared  for  a  place  of  wor- 
fhip,  or  private  chapel,  as  being 
more  commodious  than  -another  of 
the  fame  Esture,  and  fituated  like- 
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wife  ill  a  private  dwelling- houfe, 
which  they  had  for  many  years  oc- 
cupied in  another  part  of  the  town. 
Although  it  appears  that  this  room 
had  been  dellined  for  the  ufe,  to 
which  it  was  not  then  applied,  a 
year  before  any  thing  was  agitated 
in  parliament  for  the  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  the  zealots 
of  that  party,  in  order  to  inflame 
the  people,  reprefented  this  build- 
ing as  the  immediate  confequence 
of  that  indulgence ;  and  held  it 
out  as  a  new  and  fignal  inftance  of 
the  intolerable  pride  and  daring 
fpirit  of  popery,  which,  on  the  firlt 
gleam  of  hope  or  favour,  had  thus 
at  once  burft  through  all  the  boun- 
daries of  decency  and  difcretion, 
and  ventured  equally  to  infult  the 
nation  and  the  Proteftant  religion, 
by  erecting  in  the  metropolis,  and 
in  the  face  of  both,  this  pompous 
place  of  worfliip,  and  oftentatious 
difplay  of  its  triumph,  in  which  it 
was  publicly  to  exhibit  all  its  fu- 
perftitions  and  pageantries. 

The  people  were  accordingly 
particularly  called  upon,  in  thofe 
incendiary  letters  which  we  have 
noticed,  to  meet  at  Lelth  V/ynd, 
in  order  "  to  pull  down  that  Pil- 
lar of  Popery  lately  erefted  there." 
It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  houfe, 
which  carried  no  appearance  with- 
out fide  of  its  containing  any 
place  of  worihip  whatever,  was 
inhabited  by  four  families,  befides 
that  of  the  clergyman's  ;  and  that 
the  room  Liij-but  for  a  chapel  is 
reprefented  as  being  only  34.  feet 
in  length.  This  houfe  was  vio- 
lently aflaulted,  and  fet  on  fire, 
and  rhe  flames  continued  until  the 
noon  of  the  following  day.  The 
inhabitants  wit-h  diHiculty  efcapcd 
with  their  lives. 

During  the  demolition   of   this 
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main  "  Pillar  of  Popery,"  a  de- 
tachment from  the  main  body  were 
difpatched  to  the  Old  Chapel,  in 
a  place  called  Black  Friars  Wynd. 
The  houfe  which  had  the  ill  for- 
tune of  containing  that  place  of 
worfliip,  was  inhabited  by  feveral 
families  of  trades-people,  whofe 
property  and  efFedts,  as  well  as  the 
infide  of  the  houfe  and  chapel, 
were  totally  deftroyed.  Here  a 
confidcrable  library  belonging  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  bifliop  was 
alfo  deftroyed  or  carried  away. 
The  rioters  afterwards  diredled 
their  violence  againft  the  Catholics 
in  other  parts  of  the  town  ;  and 
totally  deftroyed  the  ftock  in  trade 
and  effeds  of  two  or  three  tradef- 
men  of  that  profeflion;  few  houfes 
being  inhabited  by  them,  as  their 
number  was  very  inconfiderable, 
and  confifting  chiefly  of  poor 
Highlanders,  the  loweft  and  moft 
indigent  of  the  people.  One  or 
two  ladies  of  fafliion  of  that  com- 
munion were  threatened  and  in- 
fulted,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  caftle. 

It  is  difagreeable  to  enter  into 
the  detail  of  thefe  favage  difor- 
ders,  which  continued  with  little 
or  no  efl^eftual  refiftance  from  ma- 
giftracy  for  fome  days.  Some  of 
their  attempts,  as  they  were  more 
wicked,  appeared  more  fuitable  to 
their  courage,  than  the  hunting 
out  of, their  obfcure  retreats  a 
handful  of  miferable  people.  They 
now  extended  their  views  to  the 
punifliment  or  deftruflion  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  of  whatever  rank,  or 
religion,  who  had  been  fuppofed* 
to  favour,  or  in  any  degree  to  af- 
ford their  countenance,  to  the  late 
defign  of  obtaining  a  relaxatioli  of 
the  popery  laws.  The  failure  of 
faccefs  which  attended  their  efforts, 
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en  this  enlargement  of  defign  and 
objed,  ferved,  however,  greatly 
to  damp  the  fpirit  of  future  enter- 
prize.  Their  firft  fury  was  di- 
reded  to  the  houfe  of  Profeffpr 
Robertfon,  the  celebrated  hiilo- 
rian,  and  to  that  of  Mr.  Crolhiei 
an  eminent  advocate ;  who  Hand- 
ing high,  if  not  at  the  head  of 
his  proteffion,  was  ftill  more  dif- 
tinguiftied  by  the  excellency  of 
bis  character  and  difpofition.  The 
enlightened  views  and  liberal  fen- 
timents  of  tl;ie  firll  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, which  rendered  him  an 
enemy  to  all  perfecution,  ren- 
dered him  an  objeft  of  it  to  the 
deluded  populace  ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  had  fubmitted  to  the  crime 
of  being  profeffionally  employed 
as  counlel  by  that  people,  and 
of  having  accordingly  drawn  up 
the  bill,  which  their  reprefenta- 
lives  had  intended  to  prefent  to 
parliament.  The  mob  found  the 
houfes  of  thefe  gentlemen  fo  well 
armed,  and  guarded  with  fo  de- 
termined a  refolution  by  their 
numerous  friends,  that  they  re- 
frained fiom  proceeding  to  extre- 
mities ;  and  retired,  without  any 
farther  outrage  than  the  breaking 
of  fome  windows. 

Thefe  attempts  feemed  to 
alarm  the  magiftracy  ;  as  it  did 
not  feem  now  eafy  to  determine, 
to  what  farther  lengths  the  malice 
of  zeal  might  be  carried,  nor  to 
what  extent  the  objedls  of  its  re- 
venge might  be  multiplied.  They 
accordingly  ordered  fome  troops 
of  dragoons  into  the  town,  v.'ho, 
with  detachments  from  the  Duke 
of  Buccleugh's  regiment  of  fenci- 
bles,  formed  chains  acrofs  the 
llreets  and  paffes.  But  the  fame 
weaknefs  or  inertnefs  on  the  fide 
of  the  civil  government  ftill  con- 


tinued ;  and  the  foldiers,  Hand- 
ing with  arms  in  their  hands,  on 
this  odious  and  painful  duty* 
were  moft  ftiamefully  pelted  with 
ftones,  and  grievouHy  wounded 
by  the  mob. 

At  length,  on  the  laft  day  of 
the  week,  a  proclamation  of  a 
fingular  nature  was  publilhed  by 
the  magiftracy.  In  that  piece, 
the  Lord  Provoft  allures  the  peo- 
ple, that  no  repeal  of  the  penal 
llatutes  againft  papifts  ftiould  take 
place.  The  pail  riots  are  attri- 
buted to  the  apprehenfions,  fears, 
and  diftreffed  minds  of  njoelL  mean- 
ing people.  But  they  are  in- 
formed, that,  **  after  this  public 
afTurance,  the  magiftrates  will 
take  the  moft  vigorous  meafures 
for  reprefling  any  tumultuous  or 
riotous  meetings  of  the  populace, 
which  may  hereafter  arile  ;  being 
fatisfied  that  any  future  diforders 
will  proceed  only  from  the  wick- 
ed views  of  bad  and  defigning 
men.*'  A  claufe  which  feems  to 
imply  the  Itrange  conceffion,  that 
the  magi  11  rates  had  not  hitherto 
done  their  duty  in  fuppreffing  the 
riots ;  and  the  no  lefs  extraordi- 
nary propofition,  that  the  paft 
diforders  proceeded  from  good 
and  well-difpofed  people. 

The  example  of  Edinburgh 
was  in  fome  degree  copied  in 
Glafgovv  ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 
magillrates  in  that  great  trading 
city  was  widely  different.  The 
objefts  of  perlecution  being  few 
in  the  latter,  and  being  almoft 
wholly,  as  for  the  greater  part 
they  were  in  the  former,  compof- 
ed  of  poor  and  laborious  people, 
who  were  even  destitute  of  a  cler- 
gyman of  their  own  profeffion, 
the  fury  of  the  populace  was  firft 
and  principally  direded  to  a  Mr* 
Bagnal, 
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Bagnal,   an    Englifh   Roman   Ca- 
tholic ;    who    being    a    native    of 
StafTordflure,    had   introduced   the 
art  peculiar   to   his    own    country 
into  Glafgow,  where  he  had  efta- 
blifhed,  and  for  feveral  years  con- 
dudled   a   confiderable   manufado- 
ry     of    ftone    ware.       The     mob 
burned    his    houfes ;     totally    de- 
ftroyed  his  manufaftory  and  ftock 
in    trade;     and     obliged     himfelf 
and    his    family   to    fly    for   their 
lives    into    the     fields.      But    the 
laudable  meafures  purfued  by  the 
rnagiftrates    and  principal   inhabi- 
tuns  for  reftoring  the  public  peace 
and    tranquillity    were    fo    effica- 
cious,   that  the    mifchief  went  no 
farther,    and    order    and    fecurity 
Were   foon  reftored.      Being    alfo, 
at   the  fame  time,  equally  alham- 
ed  and   concerned,  that   the   cha- 
radler   and  government  of  fo  ex- 
tenfively  commercial  a  city  fhould 
fufFer   under    the    imputation    and 
difgrace  of  fuch  an  aft  of  outrage 
and     perfeciition,      they     feemed 
willing,   fo     far     as    it    could    be 
done,  to  obliterate  every  trace  of 
it  from  the  memory.     Bagnal  was 
accordingly     fpeedily     acquainted, 
that  he   Ihould    be  reimburfed  for 
every  part  of  his  loffes  to  the  ut- 
ternioft   farthing ;    and    feveral   of 
the  principal    inhabitants,  includ- 
ing refpeftable  names  among  the 
clergy,  acquired  no  fmall  honour, 
by    the    attention    and   tendernefs 
which  the  wife  and  family  of  the 
fufferer    experrenced    from     them, 
during   the   immediate  prefTure  of 
their  terror  and  diftrefs. 

Thefe  matters  were  of  courfe 
agitated  more  than  once  in  parlia- 
ment during  that  feffion;  and  a 
'patriotic  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  upon  the  point  of 
bringing    in   a   bill   for   affording 


compenfation  and  relief  to  the* 
fufferers,  until  the  miniller  gave 
an  aflurance,  that  jthe  matter 
would  be  privately  fettled  to  their 
fatisfadion.  Upon  thefe  occa- 
fions,  the  condnd  of  the  magif- 
tracy  of  Edinburgh  underwent  no 
fmall  degree  of  animadverfion ; 
and  the  afTumption  of  the  chief 
magiftrate,  in  venturing,  to  anfwer 
in  his  proclamation  for  the  fu- 
ture condu(fl  and  meafures  to  b* 
purfued  or  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  legiflature,  was  particularly 
and  feverely  reprehended.  Nei- 
ther did  the  minifters,  nor  par- 
liament itfelf,  efcape  a  fhare  of 
that  cenfure,  which  was  upon 
this  occafion  freely  adminiftered 
by  one  or  two  members  of  the  op- 
pofition ;  who  obferved,  that  h 
was  too  near  and  too  cruel  an  in- 
fult,  fo  foon  after  the  immenfe 
facrifices  which  we  had  made  to 
the  falfe  pretence  of  fupporting 
the  fupremacy  and  dignity  of  the 
Britilh  legiflature  in  every  part  of 
the  empire,  to  fuffer  a  frantit 
and  contemptible  rabble  at  homC;^ 
not  only  to  fly  in  the  face  of  its 
prefeiit  authority,  but  to  prefcribe 
limits,  beyond  which  it  was  not 
to  pafs,  to  its  future  operation. 
Thus,  they  faid,  fowing,  under 
the  fanftion  of  a  recorded  prece- 
dent, the  feeds  of  diforder,  out- 
rage, contempt  of  authority,  and 
ablolute  rebellion,  in  every  re- 
maining pai-t  of  the  Britilh  domi- 
nions. I 

However  unequal  to  the  cau% 
the  eifedl  may  feem,  it  was  chrcuirh 
this  religious  combuftion,  and  the 
circiimltances  attending  h,  thit 
adminillration  loft  that  firm  hoM 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of 
the  p6op\'e  of  Stotkud,  wWiih 
nothing  elfe,  perhaps^  could  have 
I  loofenedc 
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loofened.  For  the  cry  *nd  alarm  in  the  fouth  feems  to  have  pro* 
of  popery  being  once. railed,  and  duced. 
freely  propagated  by  the  prefs  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  the 
violent  fpirit  thus  conjured  up, 
was  not  fatisfied  to  confine  its 
wrath  to  the  immediate  objects  of 
apprehenfion  and  averfion  ;  but 
tracing  the  fuppofed  grievance 
and  danger  to  its  primary  fource, 
would  fix  the  more  refined  part 
of  its  refentnients  much  higher. 
Thus,  by  degrees,  not  only  the 
minifters  were  held  out  as  objects 
of  public  execration  ;  but  every 
department  of  the  Hate,  includ- 
ing the  higheft  and  moft  facred 
fources  of  the  legiflative  and  ex- 
ecutive government,  were  little, 
if  any  thing,  lefs  than  diredtly 
charged  and  reprefented  with 
forming  a.  confpiracy  for  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion, and  the  eftablilhment  of 
popery  on  its  ruins.  Under  this 
perfualion  or  pretence,  the  zea- 
lots in«  Scotland,  not  content 
with  combating  and  defeating  the 
phantom  of  danger  which  had 
appeared  in  their  own  country, 
would  purfue  it  to  its  laft  refuge 
In  England  ;  and  eagerly  under- 
took to  preferve  or  Tree  their  bre- 
thren in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  thofe  reli- 
gious dangers,  to  which  they  had 
themfelves  been  hitherto  totally 
infenfible. 

One,  among  the  reft,  of  thefe 
publications,  being  a  kind  of 
proteft,  iiTued  by  the  heritors  of 
the  town  and  Parifh  of  Carluke, 
in  the  county  of  Lanerk,  feems 
a  more  direft  and  pointed  libel 
upon  adminiftration  in  particular, 
and  government  in  general,  than 
the    licence  of  the  prefeat   times 


With  refpe^t  to  the  charge  of 
fupporting  popery,  tbey  hold  the 
following  language,  having  firli 
laid  it  down  as  a  poftulatum,  that 
whenever  that  religion  'is  ellabUrh- 
ed,  liberty  is  banifhed ;  viz. 
*'  We  are  certainly  authorized  to 
''  fay,  that,  from  the  paffing  the 
"  Quebec  bill  to  the.  prefent 
"  hour,  the  encouraging  and 
•'  tolerating  that  bloody  reli- 
"  gion  feems  to  be  the  only 
"  confiftent,  and  (we  obferve  it 
*'  with  pain)  the  only  fuccefsful 
*'  meafure,  which  the  prefent 
'*  miniftry  have  adopted.  And 
"  perhaps  this  fingle  principle 
*•  may  account  for  all  that  feem- 
•'  ing  weaknefs  and  fludluation 
"  of  councils  which  have  fo  re- 
"  markably  charaderized  their 
*'  adrainiltration." — They  con- 
clude the  charges  againft  mi- 
ni fters  by  this  declaration  or  opi- 
nion, that,  J — "  If  Great  Britain 
*'  for  manifold  fins  is  devoted 
"  to  perdition," — '*  whether,  her 
"  minifters  have  afled  from  weak- 
"  nefs  or  defign,"  — "  her  a- 
"  venging  angel  could  not  have 
"  hit  on  more  proper  inflru- 
"  ments  to  hafi;en  her  ruin." 

Nor  is  parliament  treated  with 
much  more  ceremony.  They 
difclaim  all  hope  of  redrefs  from  ' 
that  body ;  which,  they  fay,  — 
"  Not  fatisfied  with  repealing 
*'  their  own  foolilh  afts,-^  have 
"  dared  to  repeal  the  wife-enad- 
"  ed  penal  flatutes  againft  pa-  < 
**  pifts,  the  palladium  of  our  e- 
"  llablllhed  religion  and  civil  li- 
*'  berties,"  &c. 

Thefe     fpecimens     will     afford 
fome  idea  of  the  fpirit  and  tem- 
per 
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per  of  the  time  in  that  country. 
The  original  of  this  curious  pub- 
lication, was  ordered  to  be  depo- 
fited  in  the  archives  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence  in  Glaf- 
gow,  and  copies  of  it  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glafgow  newfpapers.  It  was  pro- 
bably about  this  time  they  opened 
a  correfpondence  with  fome  fana- 
tics in  London,  then  obfcure  and 
little  noticed,  calling  themfelves 
the  Proteftant  Affociation,  whofe 
objeft  feems  to  have  been  the 
fame  with  theirs,  but  yet  purfued 
with  lefs  violence. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  public 
affairs  in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
In  England,  befides  all  other  or 
former  real  or  fuppofed  caufes  of 
diflatisfadion,  the  long  continu- 
ance, contrary  to  the  expeftations 
held  out,  of  the  American  war, 
and  its  hopeleflhefs  of  ultimate 
fuccefs  in  the  minds  of  many, 
began  now  to  affe£t  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  fo  generally  and 
powerfully,  as  to  o^en  a  fource 
of  difcontent,  which,  by  degrees, 
feemed  to  grow  wider,  than  any 
other  of  which  they  had  hitherto 
complained.  Many  of  thofe  who 
had  been  among  the  foremoft  in 
fupporting,  and  the  warmed  in 
approving,  the  meafures  which 
led  to  that  iffue,  and  the  princi- 
ple on  which  they  were  founded, 
were  now  among  the  loudeft  in 
lamenting  the  confequences  of 
the  war,  and  the  moft  eager  for 
its  being  brought  to  a  fpeedy  con- 
clufion.  No  change,  they  faid, 
had  taken  place  in  their  original 
principle  or  opinion ;  but  they 
were  compelled  to  conform  their 
fentiment.s,  and  to  fubmit,  to  the 
prefent  neceflity  of  the  times.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  counfels  and  mea- 
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fures,  under  which  the  American 
difpntes  and  conteft  had  been  {\ifm 
fered  to  linger  for  fo  many  years, 
had,  they  faid,  totally  changed 
the  ftate  and  nature  of  things. 
If  we  have  loft,  faid  they,  the 
advantages  which  Ihe  afforded,  by 
our  folly,  let  our  wifdom  now 
immediately  cut  away  thofe  fatal 
incumbrances  which  are  left  be- 
hind ;  thofe  incumbrances  which 
clog  and  impede  all  our  motions, 
and  render  all  our  exertions  a- 
gainft  the  common  enemy  inef- 
feftive.  Let  the  evils  follow  the 
benefits.  It  muft  be  the  extreme 
of  madnefs  to  retain  one  without 
the  other. 

Such  was  now  the  language 
held  by  no  fmall  number  of  thole, 
who  had  formerly  fupported  or 
approved  of  the  American  mea- 
fures, and  by  the  whole  of  thofe 
who  had  conftantly  oppofed  or 
condemned  them.  They  alfo  uni- 
formly coincided  in  another  ge- 
neral opinion  ;  which  was,  by 
no  means  to  fhrink  from  the  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
Holding  a  firm  confidence,  that 
if  America  was  in  any  manner 
detached  from  the  quarrel,  or  even 
rendered  fo  far  inefFedlive  as  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  principal 
objedt,  and  our  whole  force,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  wife  counfels, 
and  the  ability  of  thofo  great  com- 
manders, which  all  the  world 
knew  we  poffefTed,  was  direfted 
againft  our  natural  enemies  in 
their  moft  vulnerable  parts,  they 
would  not  only  be  foon  fickened 
of  the  part  which  they  had  taken 
in  our  domeftic  conteft ;  but  that 
we  might  alfo  make  fuch  repri- 
zals  on  them,  as  would  afford  no 
inconfidcrable  compeijfation  for  the 
lofTes  we  had  fuffered, 
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The  danger  held  out  of  an  inva- 
tit  fion,  and  the  proclamation  ordering 
provifions  to  be  made  again  ft  it, 
were  feverely  criticized  by  oppofi- 
tion  ;  as  tending  more  to  alarm  the 
people  than  to  fecure  the  country  ; 
as  weak  and  indefinite  in  its  di- 
redlions,  and  only  calculated  to 
draw  cut  a  few  miferable  fub- 
fcriptions,  which  might  lay  a 
claim  of  merit  for  individuals, 
but  could  never  be  a  fubilantial 
aid  to  government.  It  was  only 
indeed  a  little  trick,  to  confound 
an  attachment  to  minifters  with  a 
regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  country. 

Qn  the  other  hand  it  was  con- 
tended, that  to  caution  without 
alarming  was  a  thing  impoflible. 
That  future  direftions,  when  oc- 
cafion«  arofe,  would  render  the 
proclamation  more  explicit.  That 
the  whole  intent  was  to  make  the 
people  alert,  and  to  call  forth  the 
general  exertion.  And  as  for 
fubfcription,  if  it  (hould  Ihew  a 
,  confidence  in  adminiilration,  it 
was  a  confidence  deferved,  and 
would  be  repaid  in  the  honour 
and  fafety  of  the  nation. 

The  meafure  was  not  without 
efte(S.  Large  fums  were  raifed 
in  feveral  counties,  and  applied 
to  the  levying  of  independent 
corps  or  '  companies.  About 
20,000 1.  was  fubfcribed  in  the 
.ci^t,y  of  Weftminfter,  although  fome 
cohfiderable  parilhes  refuled  to 
concur  in  the  meafure.  Some 
of  the  inhabitants  alfo  of  that  city 
aflbciated,  and  were  formed  into 
diitinft  bodies,  armed  and  officer- 
ed, with  a  view  of  being  fo  far 
trained  in  military  difcipline  and 
exercife,  as  would  enable  them  to 
aft  with  effeft,  under  the  imme- 
diate neceffify  of  common  de- 
fence.     In    fome .  counties,   how- 


ever, the  meafure  was  rejefled  ; 
and  in  others  it  was  not  propofed. 
In  one,  where  a  confiderable  fub- 
fcription was  made,  the  money 
was  tranfmitted  to  the  difpofal  of 
the  Marine  Society  ;  as  a  more 
ufeful  and  conftitutional  applica- 
tion than  to  the  raifing  of  land 
forces. 

In  London,  the  propofal  brought 
out  another  for  a  ftrong  petition 
to  the  throne,  as  a  previous  mea- 
fure, requiring  the  difmiffion  of 
incapable  minifters  and  evil  coun-- 
fellors,  and  the  employment  of 
men  in  whom  the  nation  could 
place  a  confidence,  and  who 
might  be  capable  of  retrieving  its 
afiairs.  The  final  confequence 
was,  that  the  firft  propofal,  after 
much  difcuffion,  was  rejefted, 
and  the  petition  then  laid  by.  In 
the  trading  cities  and  towns,  the 
money  was  applied  to  the  man- 
ning of  the  navy  ;  by  which 
means,  the  various  bounties  to 
feamen,  accumulated  in  fome 
places,  particularly  Liverpool,  to 
a  height  before  unheard  of.  The 
Eaft  India  company  behaved  with 
a  magnificence,  foited  to  its 
greatnefs,  and  to  the  apparent 
profperity  of  its  aiFairs.  Befides 
a  confiderable  bounty  for  the  raif- 
ing  of  6000  men  for  the  naval 
fervice,  it  made  a  liberal  oifer  to 
the  crown,  which  was  accepted, 
of  building  and  furniftiing  three 
feventy-four  gun  ftiips,  as  an  ad- 
dition to   the  royal  navy. 

The  meafures  of  home  defence 
met  with  fimilar  animadverfion. 
The  vaft  military  force  which 
was  kept  for  our  internal  de- 
fehce,  a  purpofe  to  which,  they 
faid,  the  minifter  had  avowed- 
ly in  parliament  facrificed  all 
otlier ..  confidemiions,  and  parti- 
cularly 
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Cularly  hazarded  the  prefervatlon 
of  our  Weft  India  Iflands,  was 
faid  to  be  fo  injudiciouily  difpof- 
ed,  as  to  be  rendered  incompetent 
to  its  only  defign.  Towns  of  the 
greateft  commercial  confequence, 
and  garrifons  which  defended  the 
mod  valuable  inlets  and  harbours, 
were  left  in  a  ftate  of  nak.ednefs. 
The  defencelefs  ftate  in  which 
even  the  great  fecurities  to  our 
ftrength,  Fortfmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, were  afterwards  reported 
to  be,  and  the  confequent  danger 
to  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  be 
cxpofed,  upon  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  ferved  much  to  cor- 
roborate thefe  affertions  and  opi- 
nions ;  and  even  afforded  a  degree 
of  ftrength  to  others  of  a  fimilar 
nature. 

Ail  thefe  and  many  more  to- 
picks  were  agitated,  and  they 
were  agitated  witli*  the  greater 
effeft,  from  the  junftion  of  the 
French  and  Spanilh  fleets  in  the 
channel.  The  fending  the  fleets 
out  to  America  and  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, under  the  decided  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  enemy  in  our  own  feas, 
was  -much  condemned. — Events, 
which  ufually  decide  the  publick 
on  political  meafures,  and  the  in- 
efficiency of  thofe  mighty  fleets, 
have  at  length  anfwered  all  thefe 
criticifms. 

The  proclamation  which  had 
been  iffued  by  the  commiffioners 
upon  their  departure  from  Ame- 
rica, together  with  fome  minifte- 
rial  declarations  in  parliament, 
had  occafloned  a  very  general  per- 
fwafion,  that  as  no  farther  lenity 
or  forbearance  was  to  be  pradlifed 
with  refped  to  the  refraflory  co- 
lonies, (a  miftaken  tendernefs, 
to  which  many  were  apt  to  attri- 
bute the  fpinning  out  of  the  con- 


teft  for  fo  many  years)  fo  the  war 
would  have  been  carried  on  in  the  4 
enfuing  campaign,  with  a  degree 
of  Vigour  and  adlivity  hitherto 
unknown.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  declaration  made  by  the  Ame- 
rican minifter  in  parliament,  that 
a  vail  majority  of  the  people  on 
that  continent  were  zealoufly  at- 
tached to  the  interefts  and  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  even  the  remainder  were  ei- 
ther tired  out  and  heartily  fick  of 
the  war,  or  torn  to  pieces  by  fac- 
tions and  diiTentions  among  them- 
felves,  fpread  an  opinion-  no  lefs 
general,  that  the  defence  on  the 
one  fide  would  be  proportionally 
.as  weak  and  inefFedive,  as  the 
coercion  on  the  other  would  be 
powerful  and   conclufive. 

In  proportion  to  the  fanguine 
expeftations  thus  raifed,  was  the 
difappointment  and  concern  which 
prevailed  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  as  the  failure  of  fuccefs  or 
inadlivity  in  the  American  cam- 
paign, and  the  lofs  and  danger , 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  came  by  de-r 
grees  to  be  known.  The  people 
were  wearied  out  by  the  tediouf- 
nefs  and  length  of  that  war,  and 
difgufted  by  the  continued  repe- 
tition of  hopes  and  difappoint- 
ments  which  they  bad  fo  long  ex- 
perienced. 

In  this  ftate  of  danger  from 
without,  and  of  difcontent  with- 
in, the  minifters  feemed  as  little  » 
united  among  themfelves,  as  any 
clafs  or  part  of  the  people,  who 
were  committed  to  their  govern- 
ment. At  the  fame  time,  the  fe- 
veral  parties  which  formed  the  op- 
pofition  feemed  to  be  drawing 
ciofer  together,  and  to  act  'with 
more  apparent  union  and  concert 
than  hitJierto  they  had  done.     At 
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no  time  do  we  remember  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  government 
fo  low,  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
at  that  period. 

_o  ,  The    parliament    of 

*  ^     '^'    Ireland  met  before  the 
779'       middle  of  Odober,  and 
foon  fhewed  that  they  had  receiv- 
ed a  portion  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  the   nation.     They  declared  in 
their  addrefles  to  the  throne,  that 
nothing  lefs  than  a  free  and  unli- 
mited trade  could  fave  that  coun- 
try    from    ruin.       The    addrefles 
were    carried    up  with    great  pa- 
rade   amidft-  the   acclamations   of 
the  people.      The  duke  of  Lein- 
fter,  who   commanded   the    Dublin 
volunteers,    efcorted     the    fpeaker 
in     perfon    upon     that    occaiion  ; 
whilft  the   ftreets    were   lined    on 
both    fides,    from    the   parliament 
houie  to   the  caftle,  by  that  corps, 
drawn  up  in  their  arms  and    uni- 
forms.    That   nobleman   had    alfo 
moved  for  the  thanks  of  the  Lords 
to    the    volunteer    corps    through- 
out the  kingdom,   which  was  car^- 
ried     with     only    one    diffenting 
voice. 

The  aiTociations  and  people  at 
large,  full  of  anger  and  jealoufy, 
manifefted  ftrong  apprehenfxons  of 
political  djplicity  on  this  fide  of 
the  water ;  and  perhaps,  did  not 
place  a  perfect  Confidence  in  the 
fteadinefs  or  perfeverance  of  their 
own  parliament.  They  were  a- 
fraid,  that  tliey  would  be  amufed 
by  f.sir  and  empty  promifes,  un- 
til they  had  refigned  their  power 
along  with  the  n;itional  piirfe,  by 
granting  the  fuppUes  for  the  two 
following  years,  according  to  the 
cuftomary  mode  in  that  country  ; 
when  being  no  longer  neceflary  to 
government,  a  fudden  proroga- 
tion   v.'ould    pat   an    end    to    ail 


hope  of,  at  leaft,  amicable  rcdrefs, 
for  the  prefent.  Under  this  ap- 
prehenfion,  a  fhort  money  bill,  for 
fix  months  only,  by  which  means 
parliament  would  ftill  continue 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  govern- 
ment, became  the  general  cry  of 
the  nation. 

As  this  innovation  upon  ella- 
blifhed  form  and  method,  was 
ftrongly  oppofed,  particularly  by 
the  court  party,  the  Dublin  mob 
thought  it  neceflTary  to  fhew  their  * 
zeal  in  the  public  caufe ;  they 
were  accordingly  guilty  of  great 
and  violent  outrages,  as  well  in 
their  endeavours  to  enforce  the 
meafure,  as  in  their  punilhment 
of  the  refraftory.  Although  the 
Irifli  parliament  ufed  proper  mea- 
fures  to  exprefs  their  refentment, 
and  to  maintain  their  dignity  upon 
this  occafion  ;  yet  many  of  them- 
felves  being  inclined  to  a  vigo- 
rous proceeding,  and  the  reft 
borne  down  by  a  cry  almoft  uni- 
verfal  in  the  nation,  the  repre- 
fentatives  found  it  at  length  ne- 
ceflary to  comply,  and  the  fliort 
money  bill  was  accordingly  paflTed 
on  that  fide.  A  neceflity  equally 
convincing,  fccured  the  pafl'.ige  of  ' 
that  humiliating  and  mortifying 
aft  in  England. 

It  feemed  remarkable,  efpecially 
in  a  feafon  of  fo  much  difficulty 
and  trouble,  that  the  ofiice  of  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  northern 
department,  ftiould  have  conti- 
nued vacant  for  fo  great  a  length 
of  time,  as  that  which  elapfed 
from  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suf- 
folk in  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
ceding month  of  March.  Nor 
did  the  difientions  among  them- 
felves  prodace  any  new  arrange- 
ment in  adminiflration,  until  the 
approach  of  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament. 
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1  lament,  when  their  efFeft  became 
confpicuoas,  and  continued  to 
operate  for  fome  time  longer.  Juft 
at  that  period,  the  Earl  of  Gower, 
Lord  prefident  of  the  council,  re- 
XT  u    fig-ned  that  high  office, 

Nov.    24th.         ^  ,  r  ^    J      1     . 

^  and  was  lucceeded  by 
the  Earl  of  Bathurft.  Lord  Wey- 
mouth likewife  refigned  his  office 
of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fou- 
thern  department,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Hilllbo- 
rough.  Lord  Stormont,  late  am- 
baffador  at  Paris,  was  appointed 
to  the  northern  department ;  the 
bufmefs  of  which  had  been  con- 
duced by  Lord  Weymouth,  fince 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
And  the  old  place  of  firfl  lord  of 
trade  and  plantations,  which  had 
been  abforbed  and  included  in  the 
new  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
the  colonies,  was   now    feparated. 


and    bellowed    upon    the    Earl    of 
Carlifle. 

It  was  the  received  opinion  at 
that  time,  that  this  defeftion  of 
thofe  who  formerly  compofed  what 
has  been  called  the  Bedford  party 
(which  had  a  confidtfrable  time 
before  been  preceded  by  the  fall- 
ing off  of  the  Earl  of  Upper  Oflb- 
ry,  and  others,  to  the  oppofition) 
would  now  have  become  general. 
But  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Mr. 
Rigby  continued  in  their  places  ; 
and  it  would  feem,  from  fubfe- 
quent  appearances,  as  if  meafures 
had  been  fince  taken  to  qualify 
in  fome  degree  that  difguft,  which 
then  operated  on  fome  others. 

Such  was  in  general  the  Itate  of 
public  affairs,  previous  to,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament. 


CHAP.     IIL 

Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrejfes.  Amendment  mo<ved  in  the  Houfe  of  Com' 
mons  by  Lord  John  Ca-vcndi/h.  Great  Deb  Jit  es.  St  r  inures  upon  public 
meafures  in  general,  and  upon  the  conduSi  of  the  preeedivg  campaign.  Abit 
defence  made  by  the  mtnijier.  Amendment  rejected  upon  a  di'vifon. 
Amendment  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  moved  for  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking* 
ham.     After  long  debates,  rejeSied  upon  a.  di'vijion. 


UNDER  the  circumftances 
which  we  have  defcribed,  it 
feemed  no  eafy  matter  to  deter- 
mine what  ground  to  choofe,  in 
framing  a  fpcech  for  the  opening 
of  parliament.  This  feafon  of  the 
year  had  generally  been  peculiar- 
ly favourable  fmce  the  commence- 
ment of  the  troubles,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  fome  intelligence,  which 
might  {cTvt  to  bring  minillers  and 
parliament  together  with  a  face  of 
good  humour;  and  which  might 
warrant  in  fome  meafure  the  hold- 


ing  out  of  fuch  a  degree  of  expec- 
tation with  refpeft  to  the  war, 
and  fuch  a  profpeft  of  the  attain- 
ment of  its  firit  and  principal  ob- 
je6t  at  no  very  great  diftance,  as 
afforded  encouragement  to  perfe- 
verance,  and  inducement  to  prc- 
fent  liberality  of  lupport. 

But  the  prefent  feafon  was  not 
fortunate  in  this  refpeft  ;  and  the 
profped  of  affairs  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  feemed  fcarcely  to 
afford  more  room  for  hope,  than 
the  retrofpe^   did    for    exultation. 

m  3  I« 
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In  thefe  circumftances,  the  judi- 
cious arrangement  of  the  matter 
could  only  fupply  its  defefts  in 
the  conftruftion  of  the  fpeech.  It 
was  "neceffary  to  keep  back  thofe 
parts  which  were  difgufting,  and 
only  to  bring  thofe  forward  which 
might  be  difpofed  of  to  fome  ad- 
vantage. Lofs  or  misfortune  were 
therefore  properly  pafTed  over ; 
and  an  efcape  from  imminent 
danger,  afforded  fuHicient  matter 
of  fatisfadtion,  if  not  of  triumph. 
In  a  failure  of  adlive  exertion,  it 
became  the  more  neceffary  to  hold 
out  to  the  people,  a  full  confi- 
dence in  that  defenfive  Itrength 
arifmg  from  their  common  union  ; 
and  where  a  recital  of  particular 
events  could  not  admit  of  much 
happy  application,  it  was  to  be 
judicioufly  evaded,  by  taking  a 
wider  field  upon  general  ground. 
-,  ,         The     fpeech     from 

Nov.  25th.  ^g  throne  accordingly 
^779'  opened  with, an  ob- 
fervation,  that  being  attacked  by 
an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war, 
and  contending  with  one  of  the 
moft  dangerous  confederacies  that 
ever  was  formed  againlt  the  crown 
and  people  of  Great  Britain,  they 
were  called  upon  by  every  princi- 
ple of  duty,  and  every  confidera- 
tion  of  vintereft,  to  exert  their 
united  efforts  in  the  fupport  and 
defence  of  their  country. — Tltat, 
although  the  defigns  and  attempts 
of  our  enemies  to  invade  this 
kingdom  had  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated,  they  ftill  menaced  us  with 
great  armaments  and  prepara- 
tions; but  it  was  trufted,  that 
we  were  well  .prepared  to  meet 
every  attack,  and  to  repel  every 
infult. — His  majefty  knew  the 
charader  of  his  brave  people;  the 
menaces  of  their  enimies,  and  the 


approach  of  danger,  had  no  other 
effedl  on  their  minds,  than  to  ani- 
mate their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
had  fo  often  deteated  the  projefts 
of  ambition  and  injuftce ;  and 
which  had  enabled  the  Britifti 
fleets  and  armies,  to  uphold  and 
preferve  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
from  the  reftlefs  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  ftate  of  Ireland,  they  were 
informed,  had  not  been  unattend- 
ed to.  In  confequence  of  their 
former  addrefles,  the  neceflary  pa- 
pers would  be  laid  before  them; 
and  it  was  recommended,  that  they 
lliould  confider  what  further  be- 
nefits and  advantages  might  be  ex- 
tended to  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 
regulations  and  methods,  as  might, 
moll  efFeftually,  promote  the  com- 
mon ilrength,  wealth,  and  inter- 
efts  of  all  the  dominions. 

A  total  filence  was  obferved  with 
refpeft  to  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies ;  nothing  that  related  to 
either  was  even  alluded  to.  The 
circumftances  of  the  war,  and  the 
events  of  the  campaign,  in  what- 
ever part,  were  equally  palled 
over.-^The  inevitable  great  and 
heavy  expences  of  the  enfuing  year 
were  regretted  ;  but  the  ufual  re- 
liance placed  on  their  wifdom  and 
public  fpirit  for  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies. —  The  difcipline,  good  con- 
duft,  and  fteady  perfeverance  of 
the  militia,  was  acknowledged 
with  entire  approbation.. — Thanks 
were  returned  to  all  ranks  of  loyal 
fubje£ts  who  had  ftood  forth  in 
this  arduous  conjunfture,  and  by 
their  zeal,  their  influence,  and 
their  perfonal  fervice,  had  given 
confidence  as  well  as  itrength  to 
the  national  defence. — And  the 
fpeech  concluded   by   declaring  a 

firm 
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firm  refolution  to  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  and  to  make 
every  exertion,  in  order  to  com- 
pel our  enemies  to  lillen  to  equi- 
table terms  of  peace  and  accom- 
modation. 

An  addrefs,  in  the  ufual  ftile 
and  form,  was  moved  for  and  fe- 
conded  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  the  Lords  Lewifham  and  Parl^- 
er.— An  amendment  to  the  follow- 
ing purport  was  moved  for  by 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  viz.  to  be- 
feech  his  majefty  to  reflefl  upon 
the  extent  of  territory,  -the  power, 
the  opulence,  the  reputation  a- 
broad,  and  the  concord  at  home, 
which  diftinguifhed  the  opening 
of  his  majefty's  reign,  and  mark- 
ed it  as  the  moft  fplendid  and 
happy  period  in  the  hillory  of  this 
nation  ;  and  on  the  endangered, 
impoverilhed,  enfeebled,  diilrac- 
ted,  and  even  difmembered  itate 
of  the  whole,  after  all  the  grants 
of  fucceflive  parliaments,  liberal 
to  profu/ion,  and  trufting  to  the 
very  utmoft  extent  of  rational  con- 
fidence ;  that  his  majefty  will  na- 
turally expert  to  receive  the  ho- 
neft  opinion  of  a  ft«.ithful  and  affec- 
tionate parliament,  who  would 
betray  his  majefty,  and  thofe 
whom  they  reprefent,  if  they  did 
not  diftinftly  Hate  to  his  majefty, 
that  if  any  thing  can  prevent  the 
confummation  of  public  ruin,  it 
can  only  be  new  counfels  and  new 
counfellors,  without  farther  lofs 
of  time,  and  a  real  change,  from 
a  fincere  convidion  of  paft  errors, 
and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which 
niuft  prove  fruitlefs. 

As  the  amendment  propofed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  with  that  which 
we  have  ftated,  we  ftiall  indiffer- 
ently bring  into  one  point  of  view. 


the  principal  arguments  ufed  in 
both  Houfes,  excepting  where 
fome  circumftances  peculiar  to  ei- 
ther, may  render  a  dirtinftion  ne- 
ceffary.  The  oppofition  now  feel- 
ing their  ftrength,  as  well  from 
their  own  union,  as  from  the 
voice  and  opinion  of  the  people, 
affumed  a  new  afpe(ft,  and  held  a 
higher  and  more  determined  tone 
ix\  parliament,  than  they  had  hi- 
therto praftifed.  All  temporiz- 
ing meafures  and  obfervances  feem- 
ed  to  ba^  done  away  ;  their  lan- 
guage was  fevere,  their  cenfures 
unqualified,  and  their  charges 
pointed,  direft,  and  fent  home  to 
their  adverfaries.  The  debates 
were  accordingly  mafculine,  bold, 
ferious,  and  awful ;  and  were 
more  immediately  and  generally 
interefting,  than  they  had  been 
from  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
unhappy  troubles. .  They  did  not 
now  confine  themfelves  to  narrow 
ground;  to  the  examination  and 
cenfure  of  recent  meafures,  the 
conduft  of  the  war,  nor  even  to 
that  of  the  prefent  minifters.  They 
firft  took  a  wide  and  comprehen- 
five  range,  which  included  the 
general  adminiflration  of  public 
affairs  during  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  prefent  reign,  before 
they  referred  to  particular  mea- 
fures or  men. 

On  that  general  ground  they 
peremptorily  infifted,  that  the 
caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes,  of 
that  unexampled  change,  which^ 
within  the  laft  feventeen  years, 
had  taken  place  in  the  ftate  and 
circumftances  of  the  Britifti  em- 
pire, proceeded  from  a  new,  infi- 
dious,  and  moft  pernicious  fyflem 
of  government  ;  a  fyftem  calcu- 
lated to  deftroy  all  principle,  and 
to   diffolve    all    the  bands  of  opi- 
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nion  which  unite  mankind ;  a 
{yftem  which  had  already  been 
fubverfive,  in  a  very  unhappy  de- 
gree, of  the  national  honour  and 
charader,  and  which  tended  ulti- 
mately to  the  diflblution  of  the 
conftitution,  if  not  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country.  This 
unhappy  fyftem,  they  faid,  how- 
ever artfully  covered,  and  how- 
ever invifible  its  authors,  had  not 
efcaped  obfervation  at  its  intro- 
dudlion,  any  more  than  in  its  pro- 
grefs.  It  had  been  (een,  with  the 
deepeft  concern,  from  about  the 
year  1763,  to  the  prefent  time, 
that  however  the  inflruments  were 
changed,  however  appearances  va- 
ried, however  the  mode  was  oc- 
cafionalJy  fhifted,  or  whatever 
temporary  interruptions  occurred, 
the  fyftem  itfejf  never  cha^nged  its 
nature,  was  never  out  or  fight, 
and  was,  although  with  different 
degrees  of  exertion,  conftantly 
purfued  with  the  mod  unremit- 
ting perfevcrance. 

This  fatal  fyftem,  they  faid, 
had  vifibly  fpread  its  balefijl  in- 
fluence through  the  army,  the 
7)avy,  the  fen  ate,  through  every 
department  of  the  ftate,  and 
through  every  order  of  the  people  5 
and  as  its  gi'and  and  leading  prin- 
ciples of  ailion,  were,  corruption, 
the  deftruftion  of  charafter,  with 
that  wretched  and  abominable  po- 
licy, the  ^i'vide  et  impera,  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  its 
progrefs  Ihould  be  every  where 
marked,  by  the  confufion,  dif- 
cord,  and  ruin  which  it  produc- 
ed ;  by  the  difgrace  which  it 
brought  upon  our  arms,  the  con- 
tempt, ridicule,  or  execration  of 
mankind,  which  it  had  drawn 
upon  ouf  public  counfels ;  by  that 
bitter  fpirit  of  contention  and  ani- 


mofity  which  it  had  generated 
even  in  parliament,  and  what  was 
ftill  worfe,  that  unequalled  con- 
tempt of  order,  of  government, 
of  the  laws,  and  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  which  it  had  fpread  among 
the  lower  ranks  of  the  people. 
Yet,  notwifhftanding  the  irretrie- 
vable loffes,  and  the  ftill  greater 
dangers,  of  which  this  favourite 
fyftem  had  already  been  productive, 
it  was  ftill,  they  faid,  fo  pertina- 
cioufly  adhered  to,  that  the  lofs 
of  national  renown,  with  that  of 
half  the  empire,  and  the  immi- 
nent danger  of  the  remainder, 
were  facrifices  offered,  or  hazard- 
ed, without  fcruple,  to  its  fup- 
port. 

This  fyftem,  they  faid,  muft  be 
totally  done  away,  of  nothing 
could  be  effeftually  done ;  expe- 
dients might  render  things  pofii- 
bly  worfe,  but  they  could  not  ren- 
der them  better.  But  it  would  be 
in  yain  to  hope  for  any  ftncere  and 
real  change  of  the  fyftem,  while 
its  inftrujnents  were  fuffered  to 
continue  in  power. — New  coun- 
fels, and  new  counfellors,  they 
contended,  were  Pot  only  now 
loudly  demanded  by  the  nation, 
but  were  become  a  matter  of  abfo- 
lute  necefiity  with  refpeft  to  our 
political  exiftence  ;  and  the  ii)ve- 
i-eign  muft  alfo  give  his  coa^- 
dence  to  thofe  whom  he  apparent- 
ly trufts,  or  it  would  be  delufory 
to  expeft,  that  even  new  counfels 
and  new  counfellors  could  fuc- 
ceed. — They  fummed  up  the  whole 
by  concluding,  that  it,  was  only 
from  fuch  an  effedlual  and  total 
change,  that  a  rational  hope  could 
be  entertained,  even  of  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  ftate  in  any  form ; 
but  that  nothing  kfs  could  af- 
ford   thp   fhadow  of  hope,  of  our 
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ever  again  recurring  to  tliofe  an- 
tient  principles  of  government, 
under  which  our  commerce  and 
our  fame  had  been  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  globe,  our  in- 
terelts  became  conneded  with  thofe 
of  the  remoteft  nations,  and  we 
had  rifen  to  that  extraordinary 
pitch  of  power,  glory,  and  do- 
meftic  happinefs,  which  alternate- 
ly excited  the  admiration,  and  the 
envy  of  mankind. 

From  a  general  view  of  the  fup- 
pofed  fyflem,  they  entered  into 
a  detail  of  its  imputed  effefts  on 
the  executive  and  fubordinate 
parts  of  government.  .  Thofe  offi- 
cers, they  faid,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, who  were  in  great  truft  or 
in  high  command,  particularly  if 
their  merit  had  placed  theift  high 
in  the  opinion  and  confidence  of 
their  country,  were  the  marked 
objefts  of  its  pernicious  influence. 
Thus,  while  knowledge  and  in- 
tegrity were  profcribed  in  our 
councils,  diftinguilhed  valour  and 
ability  were  equally  profcribed 
in  our  fleets  and  armies. — Our 
great  naval  commanders  were 
driven  from  the  fervice  ;  nor  were 
more  atrocious  and  dangerous 
attempts  left  untried;  the' military 
commanders  were  no  better  treated  ; 
and  in  the  moment  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  the  flate  was  rob- 
bed of  Its  beft  and  fureft  de- 
fence.— Thus  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies were  either  languilhing  in 
difcontent,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
diflTention  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  funk  under  the  benumbing 
conviflion,  that  whatever  honour 
or  advantage  might  be  atchieved 
by  brave  and  hardy  fervice  abroad, 
muft  inevitably  periih  under  the 
fatal  blafts  of  that  malignant  in- 
fluence which  prt'vaileU  at  home. 


The  public  meafures  and  tran- 
faftions  of  the  current  year  at 
home  and  abroad,  whether  with 
refped  to 'the  aftual  operations  of 
war,  the  difpofition  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  or  the  adopted  fyftem 
of  home  defence,  opened  a  wide 
field  for  animadverfion,  which 
was  occupied  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  vigour  by  the  oppofition.  As 
the  alledged  criminal  negled,  and 
confequent  fatal  decline  of  our 
navy,  had  held  a  principal  place 
in  the  general  charge  of  paft  mif- 
condudl,  fo  the "  fuppofed  exem- 
plification of  that  unhappy  decline 
and  weaknefs,  v/hich,  they  faid, 
had  been  recently  exhibited  in  the 
channel,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  mofl:  dired  application  of 
particular  cenfure. 

The  powers  of  language  feemed 
accordingly  exhaulted,  in  the  va- 
rious expreffion  of  grief,  fliame, 
indignation,  and  reJentment,  dif- 
played  upon  this  fubjed.  They 
faid  it  was  referved  for  the  prefenc 
inaufpicious  and  difgraceful  asra, 
for  the  adminiftration  of  thofe  men 
who  had  fevered  the  empire,  and 
who  had  plunged  the  Englifh  na- 
tion in  all  the  guilt  and  calamity 
of  a  cruel  and  inextinguifhable 
civil  war,  to  brand  this  country 
with  the  indelible  difgrace  of  th^ 
preceding  fummer  ;  to  exhibit  the 
unthought  of  and  linheard  of  fpec- 
tacle,  of  a  Britiih  fleet  flying,  in 
fight  of  their  own  coaft,  before 
that  of  Bourbon.  Thus,  faid 
they,  refigning  all  at  once,  that 
empire  of  the  ocean,  the  inex- 
haullible  fource  of  all  our  power 
and  greatnefs  ;  the  prize  of  paft 
valour,  and  the  reward  of  antient 
virtue  ;  thus  giving  up,  without 
a  blow,  even  the  dominion  of  the 
if^rrow  feas,  our  hereditary,  and 
hitherto 
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hitherto  undlfputed  patrimony  ; 
and  thus,  \^hile  all  Europe  was 
loft  in  aftoniftiment,  was  that 
liame,  national  charadler,  and  ge- 
neral opinion,  which  bear  fo  great 
a  fway  in  the  affairs  of  man- 
kind, in  a  moment  annihilated. 

Without  enquiring  at  .prefent, 
they  iaid,  into  the  caufes  of  that  la- 
mentable naval  inferiority,  through 
which  our  naked  and  aftoniflied 
coalls  were  abandoned  to  the  out- 
rage of  the  enemy,  and  the  triumph- 
ant Hag  of  the  infulting  foe  fo 
long  domineered  on  our  native 
feas,  it  was  fitting  to  aik  mini- 
fiers,  what  defence  they  could 
make,  or  what  apology  to  the  na- 
tion, for  the  unguarded  and  de- 
fcncelefs  ftate,  in  whicix  Plymouth, 
the  fecohd  of  our  great  naval 
arfenals,  and  the  dcpofitary  of  a 
treafure,  which  no  money,  nor 
perhaps  time,  could  replace,  was, 
in  that  feafon  of  difgrace  and  dan- 
ger, not  only  expofed  to  his  in- 
jolt,  but  to  abfolute  dellruftion  ? 
The  infuiFiciency  of  the  fleet,  they 
faid,  afforded  no  cover  of  defence 
er  excufe  ;  as  that  great  maritime 
key  of  the  kingdom,  was  pofieffed 
of  fufficient  itrength,  to -require 
noihing  more  tliap  a  proper  gar- 
rifon,  and  the  neCeffary  military 
provifion,  for  its  effeftuai  pro- 
teftion.  .. 

Another  queftion,  they  faid, 
naturally  arofe  from  the  flightel]; 
view  of  the  tranraclions  of  that 
fhameful  period,  to  which  it  be- 
hoved thofe  who  afTumed  the  con- 
du&  of  our  public  affairs,  to  give 
a  clear  and  fatisfadtory  anfwer. — , 
If  minifters  are  not  really  charge- 
able with  wilfully  bringing  on 
our  late  difgrace  and  danger,  how 
can  they  pretend  to  account  for 
not  prevfinting  the  junction  of  th« 


French  and  Spanifh  fleet  ?-<-This, 
they  faid,  was  a  meafure  fully 
within  their  reach.  They  well 
know,  that  the  Brett  fleet  was  far 
more  backward  in  point  of  pre-i. 
paration  than  the  Britifh  ;  and  it 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety, 
that  the  latter  loitered  for  a  fort- 
night, without  any  objeft,  at  Tor- 
bay,  or  on  the  coafl,  when  its 
proceeding  to  fea  would  have  pre- 
vented the  jundlion,  or  what  would 
have  been  ftill  more  important, 
might  have  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  intercepting  the  French 
fleet;  and  that,  under  fudh  cir- 
cumftances  of  advantage,  as  muft 
have  produced  effeds  decilive  of 
the  fortune  of  the  campaign,  if 
not  of  the  war. 

The  minifters,  faid  they,  will 
not  venture  to  tell  us,  that  they  ■ 
were  ignorant  of  the  great  fupe- 
riority  which  the  junction  of  the 
Bourbon  fleets  would  produce. 
Their  line  of  condudl  was  marked 
out  by  long  eftablifhed  and  repeat- 
ed precedent.  They  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  this  meafure 
of  prudence  had  ^not  only  been 
conftantly  adopted  and  ftriftly  at- 
tended to  Jn  all  former  wars  with 
thofe  powers  united,  but  that  iu 
the  contefts  with  France  alone, 
the  jundion  of  her  Mediterranean 
^eet  .wth  that  of  the  Ocean,  had 
beien  uniformly  guarded  againft 
with  the  moft  unremitting  care  and 
induftry.  Yet  thefe  precautions 
were  ufed  in  the  moft  flouriihing 
flate  of  our  navy ;  in  thofe  happy 
feafons  of  power  and  fortune, 
when  fome  inattention  to  the  rules 
of  prudence  might  (eem  not  alto- 
gether inexcufable.  But  can,  faid 
they,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  any  prefumed  ftock  of  ig- 
norance,  any  fuppofcd  portion  of 
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negligence  or  folly,  fatisfaftorily 
account  for  fo  dangerous,  and 
for  what  might  Well  have  been, 
fo  fatal  an  oinifiion  ? 

The  negleft  of  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey,  was  no  lefs  an  objt£l  of 
cenfure.  Through  the  want,  they 
■feid,  of  two  or  three  frigates,  of 
that  fmall  marine  force,  which 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  re- 
pel the  defultory  attempts,  that 
were  at  that  feafon  to  be  expeded 
from  St.  Maloes,  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot,  in  his  laudable  zeal  for 
the  relief  or  recovery  of  the 
ifland,  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  convoy,  and  to  defer  his  voy- 
age to  New  York,  By  that 
means,  a  fleet  of  three  hundred 
merchantmen  and  tranfports,  were 
expofed  to  the  dangers  of  the  fea 
and  the  enemy  in  the  open  road 
of  Torbay,  the  trade  was  detain- 
ed a  full  month  at  home,  and  fuf- 
fered,  at  leaft,  an  equal  delay  on 
the  voyage,  to  the  immenfe  lofs 
and  expence  of  the  merchants ; 
and  the  reinforcements  for  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  which,  to  anfwer 
any  eifedual  purpofe,  fliould  have 
been  landed  at  New  York  before 
the  time  of  their  departure  from 
England,  did  not  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  deftination  until  the 
end  of  Auguft,  when  the  feafon 
for  adion  was  nearly  over,  and 
the  troops  had  fuffbred  fo  much 
from  the  unufual  length  of  their 
confinement  on  fhipboard,  that 
they  were  inca-paljle  of  any  im- 
mediate fervice.  Thus,  faid  they, 
were  all  the  views  and  hopes  of 
the  campaign  fruftrated  in  the 
outfet ;  and  thus,  year  after  year, 
is  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the 
pation  confumed,  and  its  ftrength 
exhaulled,  in  that  fatal  contef!: ; 
while   the    unequalled    mifcondu^l 


which  prevails  at  home,  renders 
all  the  exertions  of  valour  and 
ability  fruitlefs,  and  predeftinatcs 
the  ill  fuccefs    that  follows. 

The  difpofal,  the  amount,  andl 
the  government  of  the  military 
force  kept  within  the  kingdom, 
afforded  a  copious  fubjedl  of  ani- 
madverfion  and  cenfure.  Tbi« 
was  ftated,  including  the  militia, 
and  the  various  corps  of  new  raif- 
ed  troops,  as  exceeding  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  adually  in  arms. 
Yet  this  vaft  force,  which,  tbcjr 
faid,  under  former  wife  and  hap- 
py adminiftrations,  would  have 
conveyed  terror  and  deftruftion. 
home  to  our  enemies,  and  fpread 
alarm  and  danger  through  their 
remoteft  pofleffions,  was  kept  fu- 
pine  and  idle  at  home.  ,  The 
enormous  and  cumberfome  ma- 
chine, which  was  framed  and  fup- 
ported  at  fo  immenfe  an  expence 
to  the  public,  was  kept  inert 
without  life  or  aftion,  through 
the  ignorance  and  incapacity  of 
thofe  who  were  intrufted  with  its 
movements. — Nothing,  they  faid, 
could  more  clearly  point  out,  ei- 
ther the  atrocious  defigus,  or  the 
confammate  folly  of  adminiftra- 
tion.  It  was  either  intended  that 
this  prodigious  force  fliould  aft 
againlt  the  people,  or  it  was  un^ 
neceffary  and  had  no  objeft — they 
might  chufe  the  alternative.  If 
we  had  no  fleet,  it  was  more  than 
competent  to  internal  defence  ;  if 
we  had  a  fleet,  and  could  truft  to 
it,  we  had  no  occafion  for  fo  vaft 
a  land  force.  A  vaft  fleet,  and  a 
vaft  military  force,  were  incompa- 
tible J  if  the  ftrength  of  the  na- 
tion was  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  land  and  the  naval  fer- 
vices,  neither  fervice  could  be 
rendered    effe<5lual.       Independent 

of 
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of  experience  or  precedent,  our  fi- 
tuation  pointed  out  the  true  po- 
licy. 

But  minifters  boaftcd  loudly  of 
the  wifdom  of  their  condud  in  this 
refpeft,  and  of  the  effential  bene- 
fits which  it  had  produced; — we 
had  efcaped  from  danger — and  they 
had  frultrated  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy.  Utterly  incapable,  they 
faid,  through  a  total  want  of  ge- 
nius and  ability,  of  conducting  the 
war  upon  an  extenfive  fcale,  or  of 
forming  any  bold  and  comprehen- 
sive fcheme  of  aftion,  they  nar- 
rowed its  objefts  to  the  meafure  of 
their  own  ideas,  and  reft  their  me- 
rits upon  a  mean  and  daftardly 
fyllem  of  local  defence,  confined, 
merely  to  the  feat  of  empire.  Such 
has  been  the  wretched  application 
of  all  the  joint  power  during  the 
prefent  year,  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  men  in  arms,  of  three 
hundred  {hips  of  war,  and  of  twen- 
ty millions  of  pounds  fterling. 
Yet  it  will  be  found,  faid  they, 
that  their  donieftic  merits  are  upon 
the  fame  fcale  with  their  foreign  ; 
and  that  al'  their  meafures  at  home 
and  abroad,  are  marked  by  the 
fame  peculiar  fatality.  Although 
they  facriiiccd  every  other  objeft 
to  the  home  defence,  the  meafures 
which  they  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  as  fl)aniefully  defedlive, 
as  thofe  which  they  had  purfued 
in  the  adive  operations  of  the  war. 
Thus,  with  a  force  lying  dormant 
within  the  kingdom,  fufficient  to 
have  carried  terror  and  hoftility  in- 
to the  heart  of  the  moll  powerful 
fiates,  the  difpofition  of  this  great 
force,  under  the  incapacity  of  its 
direflion,  was  fo  fuperlatively 
"vOretched,  as  to  render  it  totally 
inadequate  to  its  defign  ;  our 
weftern  coafts  were  in  a  manner 
abandoned  to  the  enemy  ;  we  were 


expofed  in  the  moft  tender  and  va- 
luable parts  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger ;  Plymouth  fremed  doomed 
to  inevitable  deftrudion ;  nor  was 
the  fecurity  of  Portfmouth  much 
belter  eftablifhed.  So  vaft  an  ar- 
my, under  iuch  a  guidance,  could 
not  afford  proteftion  to  thofe  inva- 
luable repofitories  of  our  naval 
ftrength  ;  and  we  were  expofed  to 
a  lofs,  which  no  human  means 
could  have  fupplieJ  or  remedied. 

Minifters,  they  faid,  might  well 
boaft  in  the  fpeech,  of  their  new 
and  only  ally.  Providence  ;  whole 
folly  and  miiconduft  had  rendered 
them  lb  univerially  contemptible 
or  odious,  as  to  be  abandoned  by 
all  mankind  ;  and  who  having 
interdicted  all  wifdom  and  ability 
from  their  counfels,  had  alfo,  in 
the  midft  of  a  moft  ruinous  and 
dangerous  warfare,  and  iinking 
under  the  prcfiure  of  a  greatly  fu- 
perior  combination  of  force,  driven 
every  commander  by  fea  and  land 
from  their  fervice,  \v1k>  was  capa- 
ble of  giving  efficacy  to  their  mi- 
litary exertions.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  with  an  infeiior  fleet,  a 
deiencelefs  coaft,  a  treafury  ex- 
haufted  by  folly  and  prodigality, 
with  an  adminiftration  fupine,  di- 
vided, and  incapable,  we  muft 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  our  combined 
enemies,  if  they  had  feized  the 
critical  opportenity  of  making  the 
attack.  But  this  miraculous  in- 
terpofition  of  providence,  in  blind- 
ing the  enemy  at  one  feafon,  and 
flriking  them  with  contagious  dif- 
tempcr  at  another,  only  went  to 
our  prerervation.  Providence  left 
the  unparalleled  disgrace,  and  the 
caufes  of  the  danger,  to  be  an- 
fwered  for  by   minifters. 

Nor  was  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  our  iiiilitary  force  lefs  ani» 
madverted 
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madverted  upon,  than  its  difpofi- 
tion  or  application.  The  new  fyf- 
tem  adopted  of  modelling  the  ar- 
my, was  condemned  in  the  llrongeft 
terms,  and  reprefented,  as  not  be- 
ing more  unjull  and  icandalous  in 
the  praftice,  than  ruinous  in  the 
efFcft.  The  honourable  fears  and 
long  fervices  of  the  experienced  ve- 
teran, they  faid,  were  obliged  to 
give  way,  to  the  fuperior  intereft, 
to  the,  perhaps,  fecret  and  corrupt 
influence,  which  fupported  the 
raw  fubaltern,  who  could  lay  no 
claim  either  to  merit  or  fervice. 
Nor  did  the  evil,  however  glaring 
and  fhameful,  flop  there.  Men 
totally  unacquainted  with  military 
affairs,  were  called  from  the  civil 
walks  of  life,  and  fuddenly  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  regi- 
ments. Defies,  counting-houfes, 
and  public  offices,  were  llripped 
of  their  ufeful  and  peaceable  oc- 
cupiers, to  fupply  a  new  race  of 
commanders  and  generals  for  our 
armies.  Thus  were  officers  of  Ion p- 
fervice  and  tried  honour,  reduced 
to  the  hard  neceflity,  of  either  aban- 
doning a  profeillon,  to  which  they 
had  dedicated  their  fmall  fortunes, 
their  hopes,  and  their  lives,  or  of 
fubmitting  to  the  military  difgrace 
of  obeying  thofe  whom  they  were 
ufed  to  command,  and  of  receive 
ing  orders  from,  men,  whofe  inca- 
pacity and  ignorance  rendered 
them  objefts  of  their  fovereign 
contempt. 

By  this  means,  they  faid,  con- 
tinual murmurings,  jealoufies,  and 
difcontents,  were  generated  among 
thofe  who  were  lighting  the  bat- 
tles of  their  country.  IVIen  who 
were  bravely  encounterhig  all  the 
fatigues,  hardlhips,  and  perils  of 
war,  and  who  from  their  habits  of 
^fe,  and  the  nature  of  their   pro-* 


feflion,  were  exceedingly  fufcepti- 
ble  and  quick  in  their  fenfe  of  in- 
jury, and  habitually  nice  in  points 
of  honour,  were,  by  the  caprice 
and  corruption  of  minifters,  con- 
tinually fretted  and  galled  in  the 
tendered  part,  their  attention  dif- 
turbed  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  and  their  minds  alienated 
from  the  fervice,  while  their  fpi- 
rits  were  broken,  and  their  mili- 
tary pride  fubdued,  by  feeing  all 
their  hopes  of  due  preferment 
blafted,  and  by  being  obliged  to 
crouch  under  a  fenfe  of  indignity 
and  injury,  which  they  could  not 
refent  without  perfonal  ruin. 

The  alarming  and  dangerous  £• 
tuation  of  Ireland,  prefented  new 
objefts  of  ftridlure  to  the  oppoC- 
tion,  and  afforded  a  new  edge  to 
their  cenfure.  They  faid,  that 
every  evil  and  danger  there,  was 
owing  to  that  fatality  which  had  in- 
fluenced the  incomprehenfible  con- 
duft  of  miniflers  in  the  preceding^ 
feflion.  They  had  been  repeatedly 
warned  of  the  danger  and  of  the 
iiijuftice  of  delay  by  the  oppoii- 
tion ;  the  latter  had  ufed  their  ut- 
moft  endeavours  in  both  houfes  to 
defer  the  adjournment  of  parlia- 
ment, until  ibme  remedy  was  af- 
forded for  the  evils  which  oppreffed 
our  filler  ifland.  But  althougli 
this  propofal  held  out  the  moft  fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  them, 
by  remedying  the  ill  efFefts,  to 
obliterate  the  traces  of  their  own 
pad  negligence  and  mifccnduft ;  ^ 
yet  fo  blind  and  incorrigible  was 
their  oblHnacy,  and  fo  unhappily 
devoted  the  zeal  of  that  flanding 
majority  which  fupports  all  their 
meafures,  that  it  was  triumphantly 
overruled,  in  contempt  of  all  rea-f 
fon  and  argument,  and  in  defiance 
of  all  confequences.     A  moderate 
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degree  of  equitable  condercenfion 
then,  would  have  been  received  by 
our  filler  illand,  as  the  mofl  friend- 
ly kindneis,  and  acknowledged 
Vrith  the  raoft  lafting  gratitude ; 
whereas,  the  greatell  facrifice  of 
her  commercial  and  political  inte- 
icfts  which  this  country  can  now 
make,  inftead  of  being  confidered 
as  the  grant  of  favour,  will  be  re- 
garded as  the  mean  conceiHon  of 
fear. 

The  fame  conduft,  they  faid, 
which  prevailed  in  Europe,  was  to 
be  traced  in  every  other  part  of  the 
world.  The  enemy  had,  at  one 
fweep,  carried  every  thing  that 
was  Englifh  away,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  African  coafts. 
The  dominion  of  the  fea,  was  no 
lefs  efFedually,  they  faid,  though 
much  lefs  difgracefully,  loft  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  than  in  the  narrow 
feas  and  the  channel.  Our  brave 
commanders  and  feamen  in  that 
quarter,  determined  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  name,  and  their  own  profef- 
fional  charafter,  fhould  not  be  funk 
under  the  fatality  and  difgrace  of 
our  public  counfels  ;  but  they  were 
unable  to  fupport  her  power  againft 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy.  The 
French  flag  reigned  as  triumphant- 
ly in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  as  in 
the  European  feas ;  and  the  fame 
unhappy  and  difgraceful  feafon, 
iliswed  the  downfal  of  our  naval 
power  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

Oar  Weft  India  iflands,  they 
faid,  had  been  more  properly  deli- 
vered up  to  the  enemy,  than  fub- 
dued  by  him.  It  made  no  differ- 
cftce  in  the  nature  of  things,  whe- 
ther our  pofTefTions  were  furren- 
dered  or  fold,  by  a  public  or  pri- 
vate treaty  with  JFrance,  or  whe- 
ther they  were  left  fo  naked  and 
defencekfs,  that  the  enemy  Ihouid 


have  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to 
fend  garrifons  to  take  poffeflion  of 
them.  This  they  infifted  to  have 
been  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  the 
iflands  we  had  loft ;  and  thofe  that 
remained,  they  defcribed,  as  not 
being  in  a  much  better  fituation. 
Jamaica,  in  particular,  they  faid, 
the  moft  valuable  now  of  our  co- 
lonial poflefiions,  and  the  prin- 
cipal fource  of  our  remaining 
trade  and  wealth,  was  moft  ftiame- 
fully  abandoned ;  and  was  at  that 
moment  in  the  raoft  imminent  dan- 
ger, if  not  already  loft. 

This  courfe  of  inveftive  was 
wound  up  by  declaring,  that  the  o- 
miffions  and  defefts  which  produced 
all  thefe  calamities,  went  fo  much 
beyond  any  thing  which  could  be  al- 
lowed for  impotence  and  imperfec- 
tion of  mind,  that  they  feemed 
under  a  neceflity  of  charging  their 
condudl  to  diredl  treachery.  That 
final  ruin,  or  a  total  change  of 
fyftem  and  of  men,  was  the  ftiort 
alternative  to  which  we  were  now 
reduced.  The  fliort  fentence  qf 
Neix>  Counfeh  and  Ne^w  Counfdlcrs 
included,  they  faid,  all  the  means  « 
of  our  national  falvation,  and  ex- 
preflTed  the  fentiments  of  every  in- 
telligent and  indepcndant  man  in 
England  ;  it  was  the  univerfal  lan- 
guage out  of  doors,  and.  of  thofe 
within,  when  they  went  out. 
•  The  fpeech  itfelf  underwent  Its 
fhare  of  cenfure,  with  refpeft  both 
to  matter  and  omiflion  ;  and  the 
acknowledgment  in  the  propofed 
addrefs  of  the  lords,  of  the'  blef- 
fings  enjoyed  under  government, 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  much 
feverity  of  comment  and  obferva- 
tion  in  that  hodfe.  It  was  freely 
alked,  whether  that  recognition  of 
public  happinefs  was  founded  iq, 
truih  ?  Whether  it  was  not  an  in- 

fuft 
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fult  to  parliament,  when  applied 
to  the  minifters  ?  Whether  there 
was  a  nobie  lord  prefent,  of  any 
defcription,  who  could  lay  his 
hand  to  his  heart,  and  fairly  con- 
gratulate his  majefty  on  the  blef- 
lings  enjoyed  under  his  govern- 
ment ?  A  majority  might  indeed 
grant  a  vote ;  but  they  could  go 
no  farther ;  they  could  neither 
clofe  the  eyes,  nor  warp  the  opi- 
nions of  mankind.  Such  an  ap- 
probation, given  in  defiance  of 
public  notoriety,  and  the  evidence 
©f  every  man's  fenfe  and  feeling, 
muft  not  only  fail  of  its  intended, 
but  produce  a  very  contrary  effeft  ; 
it  would. only  ferve  to  excite  con- 
tempt and  ridicule  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  and  tend  to  the  degrada- 
tion of  parliament  in  the  fecond. 
For  therafelves,  they  faid,  that  no 
motive  whatever  fhould  induce 
them  to  the  vain  and  fcandalous 
attempt,  of  giving-  a  fanftion  to 
fo  grofs  a  fpecies  of  delulion  and 
impofition,  by  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  bleflings  which  did  not 
exift,  and  a  recognition  of  the 
merits  of  government,  in  direct 
coatradidlion    to    experience    and 

faa. 

The  minifter  oppofed,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Co^mmons,  the  indirect 
charges  of  treachery  which  were 
made  on  the  other  fide,  with  tem- 
per and  firmnsfs.  He  obferved, 
that  fuch  charges  or  infinuations 
feemed  of  late^  to  become  a  fa- 
vourite topic  with  gentlemen  in 
the  oppofition,  who  perhaps  hoped 
to  derive  fome  great  advantage 
from  the  frequent  repetition  ;  but 
if  they  were  not  entirely  vague 
and  unfounded,  and  calculated 
merely  to  ftir  up  or  rturfe  difcon- 
tent  and  fufpicion  abroad,  why 
4id  they   not   come    forwaru  lilie 


men,  and  parfue  their  accufa- 
tions  ?  Why  did  they  not  follow 
them  up  with  fpecific  and  defined 
proofs  ;  thereby  to  fix  the  guilt, 
and  bringing  it  home  fairly  and 
diredtly  to  its  proper  objetl,  com* 
pel  the  mifcreants,  whoever  thejr 
were,  or  where-ever  found,  to  un- 
dergo that  fate  which  treachery 
deferves  ?  In  allufion  to  what  had 
fo  repeatedly  been  faid,  of  the 
general  opinion  and  difcontcnt  of 
the  people,  he  eagerly  exclaimed, 
"  God  forbid,  that  there  fhould 
be  a  voice  in  the  nation,  ftronger, 
loader,-  more  peremptory  or  dcci- 
five,  than  that  of  parliament." — 
For  himfelf,  whenever  his  account- 
ing day  fhould  come,  and  that  day, 
he  faid,  muft  come,  he  fhould 
meet  it'without  fear.  There  were 
laws  for  the  proteftion  of  inno- 
cence, and  if  his  accufers  adhered 
to  the  laws,  he  fhould  be  fafe. 
His  innocence  would  be  his  fhield, 
and  the  laws  would  render  him  in- 
vulnerable under  that  protedlion. 

Our  being  deftitute  of  allies,  or, 
as  it  was  called  on  the  other  fide, 
our  being  abandoned  by  mankind, 
was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any 
diflike  on  his  fide  to  continental 
conr^ftions  ;  but  to  the  prevalent, 
though  millaken  politics  of  other 
powers,  and  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  conteft  in  which 
we  are  at  prefent  engaged.  If 
France  had  attacked  any  power 
upon  the  continent,  others  would 
have  felt  themfelves  immediately 
interelted  in  the  confequences  and 
event,  and  would  accordingly  have 
taken  an  active  and  decided  part. 
Oar  policy  would  have  led  us  to  a 
fioiilar  interference  ;  and  the  reci- 
procaltty  of  interefts,  with  the 
fame  objeft  in'  view,  would  have 
beea   a  common  bond  of  alliance 
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and  union.  But  Great  Britain  not 
being  confidered  as  ft  continental 
power,  other  ilates  did  not  think 
themfelves  fo  much  interefted  with 
refpedl  to  the  prefent  attack  made 
upon  her,  or  fo  liable  to  be  afFeded 
by  its  confequences,  as  if  it  had 
been  made  upon  their  more  imme- 
diate neighbours.  The  conteft  was 
likewife,  in  its  origin,  merely  co- 
lonial and  domeftic ;  its  objeds 
were  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world  ;  and  even  ftill,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  being  either  na- 
val, or  conducted  at  a  vaft  diftance, 
did  not  much  difturb  the  internal 
peace  of  Europe,  nor  were  the 
confequences  confidered  as  afFed- 
iftg  the  general  balance  of  power. 

Our  being  left  alone  to  encoun- 
ter the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the  ene- 
my, was  not  then  to  be  imputed  to 
any  fault  or  negledt  on  the  fide  of 
the  councils  or  minifters  of  the 
throne,  but  to  the  miftaken  opi- 
nion and  erroneous  policy  of  other 
ftates ;  who  had,  '  from  thence, 
blindly  permitted  the  united  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  to  bring  their  whole 
force,  unmolefted  and  undiftuibed, 
to  bear  upon  this  country.  This 
was  a  mifchief,  which  was  as  little 
to  be  forefeen  as  prevented  by  the 
jninifters  of  Great  Britain.  They 
could  not  be  accountable  for  the 
conduft  of  other  ftates.  It  was 
not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  that 
other  powers  would  fpeedily  per- 
ceive and  redify  their  error  ;  and 
that,  with  a  proper  attention  co 
their  true  intereft,  as  well  as  to 
the  general  fyftcm  of  Europe,  they 
would  interpofe  to  check  the  am- 
bition of  the  hcufe  of  Bourbon. 

The  fame  argument  applied  with 
equal  efFsd  to  that  charge,  on 
which  all  the  eloquence  of  grief, 
iand  all  the  indignation  of  appa- 


rent paflion,  had  been  exhaufled 
on  the  other  fide ;  that  of  our  na- 
val inferiority,  particularly  on  the 
narrow  feas.  It  was  impoffible  for 
Great  Britain  alone,  to  oppofe  an 
equal  number  of  fhips  to  the  whole 
united  force  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon ;  but  if  fhe  even  equalled  or 
exceeded  them  in  point  of  num- 
ber, ftill  the  wide  arrangement 
of  her  naval  fervices,  which  was 
indifpenfably  neceffary-for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  her  numerous,  expofed, 
and  remote  dependencies,  muft  at 
any  rate,  notwithftanding  any  flcrll 
or  judgment  in  the  difpofition,  af- 
ford an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
of  obtaining  a  fuperiority  in  fome 
particular  part.  Yet  with  that 
vaft  fuperiority  which  they  adlually 
poflefled  in  the  preceding  fummer, 
it  would  be  found,  on  due  confi- 
deration,  that  the  difgrace  was  on 
their  fide,  and  not  on  ours.  They 
had  fitted  out  a  great  and  formida- 
ble armament ;  and  it  was  true, 
that  they  had  appeared  upon  our 
coafts ;  they  talked  big,  threatened 
a  great  deal,  did  nothing,  and  re- 
tired. 

Two  things  were  to  be  particu- 
larly remembered,  that  the  enemy 
were  avowedly  afting  on  the  often- 
five,  and  w«  a»  profefiedly  on  the 
defenfive.  They  came  with  a  de- 
clared intention  to  invade  us,  we 
undertook  to  defeat  the  defign ; 
they  were  therefore  foiled ;  for 
they  had  not  dared,  even  to  make 
the  attempt.  Their  immenfe  ar- 
maments paraded,  and  paraded  to 
no  purpofe ;  and  their  millions 
were  fpent  in  vain.  Had  they 
landed,  (and  it  were  almoft  to  be 
wiftied  they  had)  their  reception 
would  have  been  fuch,  as  would 
not  only  haVe  added  to  their  dif- 
grace,   bur    would    have   afforded 

them 


HISTORYOF    EU  R  O  P  E.         [49 


them  fome  more  eflential  matter 
to  crown  the  hiltory  of  their  cam- 
paign. _  ,  ;. 

,lt  was  denied,  that  the  retreat 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  under  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  up  the  channel, 
could  with  any  propriety  be  con- 
lidered  as  a  flight.  The  whole 
conduft  of  that  admiral,  demanded 
no  lefs  the  admiration  than  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  country.  To  decline 
an  engagement,  when  he  expeded 
a  reinforcement,  and  when  the 
enemy  were  fo  vaftly  fuperior  in 
number,  was  the  etfedl  of  pru- 
dence, and  eminent  profeffional 
ikill ;  to  have  accepted  a  chal- 
lenge, would  have  been  the  n>ad- 
nefs  of  valour.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, in  any  degree  a  flight ;  he 
endeavoured,  by  feveral  judicious 
motions,  to  have  drawn  the  enemy 
up  the  channel,  where,  from  its 
narrownefsj  and  other  circum- 
llances,  our  fleet  might  have  en- 
gaged them  with  lefs  difadvantage, 
and  they  might  have  been  fubjedt- 
ed  to  much  danger.  The  enemy 
did  not  chufe  to  venture  far  up  the 
channel ;  but  the  defign  was  th« 
refult  of  prudence  and  fuperior 
judgment.  It  was  indeed  true, 
that  if  the  commander  could  then 
have  poffibly  known  the  internal 
fiate  and  ill  condition  of  the  ene- 
my's fleet,  he  would  have  eagerly 
fought  an  engagement,  inftead  of 
avoiding  it  ;  but  as  the  knowledge 
was  unattainable,  he  could  not 
profit  of  the  occafion. 

It  was  invidious,  they  faid,  on 
the  other  fide,  to  endeavour  to  de- 
prive miniflers  and  commanders  of 
their  due  merits,  in  the  proteftion 
of  our  trade,  and  in  baffling  all 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  by  afcrib- 
ing  folely  to  providence,  thefe  hap- 
py   and    import.ant  circumltances. 

VoL.xxm. 


It  would  be  more  ingenuous  to 
acknowledge,  that  it  required  great ' 
fagacity,  and  no  common  abili- 
ties, with  no  more  than  from  thir-- 
ty-feven  to  forty  ftiips  of  the  line, 
to  aniufe,  fix  the  attention,  and 
keep  in  continual  motion  for  fo 
long  a  time,  without  their  being 
able  to  gain  any  advantage,  tho 
vaftly  fuperior  fleets  of  the  enemy, 
which  counted  no  lefs  than  fixty- 
fix  fhips  of  the  fame  rank  and  cha- 
rafter.  This  judicious  condu(3: 
produced  the  muft  falutary  efteds. 
An  immenfe  hoftile  armament  was 
kept  together  during  the  campaign, 
and  its  efforts  direded  to  a  point 
where  they  could  be  of  no  avail  ; 
whereas,  had  this  vaft  force  beea 
employed  upon  feparate  fervices, 
and  direfted  to  fpecific  operations 
in  the  weftern  world,  or,  perhaps, 
other  parts,  befldes  the  deftrudliora 
of  our  commerce,  which  mull: 
have  been  inevitable,  we  fhould 
probably,  by  this  time,  have  been 
difrobed  of  fome  of  our  moft  va- 
luable pofTeffions. 

The  miniiler  acknowledged,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  moment,  to  have  prevented 
the  junftion  of  the  French  and 
Spanifli  fleets ;  he  likevvife  ac- 
knowledged, that  we  were  much 
more  forward  in  point  of  naval 
preparation  than  France;  but  he 
had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  it 
was  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  the 
jundlion.  The  meafure  was  in 
contemplation  j  and  had  the  French 
continued  in  port,  until  they  were 
in  real  condition  for  fervice,  the 
jundion  would  have  been  moft  af- 
furedly  prevented  ;  but  they  per- 
ceiving our  intention,  rather  chofe 
to  flip  out  of  Breft,  as  they  were, 
while  we  were  ftill  preparing,  than 
to  wait  for  proper    equipment  at 
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the  rifque  of  an  encounter.  IF  it 
was  aflced,  why  wc  were  more  nice 
with  refpeft  to  preparation  than 
France,  the  anfwer  was  obvious ; 
we  had  another  enemy  to  attend  to; 
the  naval  force  of  Spain  was  in  full 
equipment ;  our  all  depended  on 
our  fleet ;  wc  were  therefore  of  ne- 
cefTity  cautious. 

With  refpeifl  to  Plymouth,  the 
charge  was  partly  denied,  its  force 
weakened,  by  alledging  the  con- 
vidion  of  government  that  no  de- 
barkation was  there  intended  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  attention  was 
called  oft"  from  the  paft  to  the  pre- 
fent  itate  of  that  place,  by  ftating 
the  efFe£laal  meafures  which  had 
been  fince- taken  for  its  fecurity. 

As  to  Ireland,  the  minifter  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  it  was  didrefled, 
and  he  heard  it  was,  it  was  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  relief.  England 
would  undoubtedly  grant  her  every 
thing  that  could  be  given  without 
injuring  herfelf,  and  Ireland  could 
not,  with  jurtice,  aflc  more.  Ire- 
land could  bear  no  refentment  to 
the  prefent  adminillration,  for  fhe 
had  received  more  favours  and  na- 
tional benefits  from  them,  than 
from  any  other  during  the  forty 
preceding  years.  Her  complaints 
were  not  direfled  againll  the  pre- 
fent fervants  of  the  crown  ;  they 
were  laid  againft  the  confiitution  of 
this  country  ;  for  the  great  foarce 
of  their  complaints  lay  in  thofe 
laws,  which  were  paft  during  ithe 
reign  of  Charles  the  fccond  and 
Wi]liam,  the  third,  impofing  re- 
ftraints  upon  '  their  trade.  lie 
did  not  believe  in  their  diftrefs  ; 
and  as  he  did  not  know  the  evil,  he 
was  not  able  to  point  out  a  fpecilic 
remedy.  But  whenever  her  griev- 
ances appeared,  he  v/as  well  dif- 
pofed   to    rcdrefs   them.      Ireland, 


fo  hr  as  his  voice  went,  (hould 
have  what  wm  reafonable ;  and  h» 
was  fo  well  convinced  that  ihci 
would  be  fatisfied,  that  he  did  not 
entertain  the  fmaileft  apprehenfioa 
on  that  fubjedl. 

He  concluded,  upon  the  whole, 
that  our  lituation  was  not  by  any 
means  ib  lamentable  as  it  had  been 
defcribed  ;  that  it  was  much  more 
fecure  and  refpeclable  at  prefent, 
than  it  had  been  at  the  fame  feafon 
of  the  preceding  year  ;  our  fleet 
was  much  ftronger,  and  likely  to 
be  foon  confiderably  augmented  % 
though  he  would  not  encourage  too 
fanguine  expeftations,  he  enter- 
tained llrong  hopes  that  the  en- 
fuing  fpring  would  open  a  bril- 
liant campaign ;  and  inllead  of 
thofe  fuppofed  fymptoms  of  dan- 
ger, which  were  faid  to  keep  man- 
kind at  a  diftance,  we  fliewed  fuch 
a  fulnefs  of  ftrength,  and  growing 
vigour  of  preparation,  that  no 
power  in  Europe  could  hefitate,  on 
that  account,  at  making  a  common 
caufe  with  us. 

He  obferved,  with  regard  to  the 
propoied  amendment,  that  the  lan- 
guage it  contained  was  Ihiftly  par- 
liamentary. It  was  the  duty,  as 
well  as  the  right  of  parliament,  to 
caufe  the  removal  of  evil  minilters  ; 
but  juftice  required,  that  proof 
fliculd  firft  be  made  of  their  delin- 
quency. To  remove  the  fervants 
of  the  crown,  without  affigning 
any  caufe  for  it ;  or  attributing  to 
them,  without  evidence  or  trial, 
thofe  errors  or  crimes-,  which  on 
trial  would  not  be  found  imputa- 
ble to  them,  would  be  equally  un- 
jult  and  unprecedented.  There- 
fore, though  he  admitted,  to  -the 
full'eil;  extent,  the  right  of  that 
houfe  to  addrefs  the  throne  for  a 
removrtl  of  minifters;  yet,  as  there 
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«vas  nothing  fpecifically  charged 
againft  them  in  the  amendment, 
he  muft  certainly  oppofe  it  on  prin- 
ciple ;  much  leis  could  it  be  fup- 
poled  that  he  would  agree  to  the 
implied  cenfure  upon  himfeff, 
which  was  included  in  the  general 
requifition  for  new  counfels  and 
new  counfellors. 

One  of  the  ableft  advocates  ©n 
the  fame  iide  obferved,  that  the 
addrefs  was  totally  unexceptiona- 
ble in  all  its  parts ;  that  it  went 
no  farther  in  its  tendency  than  to 
carry  up  to  the  throne,  thofe  ex- 
prelfions  of  duty  and  affeftion, 
which  had  ever  been  the  lan- 
guage of  parliament,  in  their  an- 
fwer  to  the  fpeech  of  the  fove- 
reign.  There  was  not  a  word  in 
the  addrefs.  which  could  imply 
that  parliament  pledged  itfelf  to 
the  fupport  of  any  particular  mea- 
fure,  or  to  pppoie  or  proteft  any 
particular  defcription  of  men. 
Along  with  the  ufual  terms  of 
refpeft,  it  contained  nothing  more 
than  a  general  profeifion  of  union, 
on  the  common  principle  of,felf- 
defence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  amend- 
ment, according  to  the  explana- 
tions which  had  been  given  in  its 
fupport,  implied  a  requifition, 
not  only  that  his  majefty  would 
difmifs  all  his  counl'ellors,  whe- 
ther guilty  or  guiklefs,  old  or 
uew  ;  but  that  he  would  go  dill 
farther,  and  adopt  an  entirely 
new  fyftem  of  government.  On 
this  he  obferved,  that  the  confti- 
tution  had  placed  the  executive 
power  of  this  government  in  the 
fovereign,  the  official  funfcions 
of  which  are  performed  by  per- 
fons  of  his  appointment,  each  of 
whom  is  perfonally  refponfible  for 


his  conduft  in  office.  It  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  he  faid,  /  for 
preferving  the  due  equilibriunx 
prefcribed  by  the  conflltution, 
that  the  prince  ftiould  have  free 
liberty  to  appoint  thofe  perfons 
to  the  various  executive  offices, 
who  appeared  to  him  the  moft 
proper  to  fill  them  ;  otherwife  the 
government  would  degenerate  into 
an  ariftocracy,  and  afTume  the 
worft  vices,  without  the  virtues, 
of  a  republic.  If  the  prince  were 
debarred  of  fuch  a  choice,  cither 
the  nobles  would  acquire  a  moft 
dangerous  afcendancy  over  the 
crown,  or  the  commons,  encir- 
cling the  throne,  like  a  fpider's 
web,  with  a  miniltry  of  their 
own  choofing,  would  throw  every 
thing  into  anarchy  and  confu- 
fion,  and  reduce  us  to  the  worft 
and  moft  defpicable  ftate  of  go- 
vernment. 

Neither  the  courfe  of  reafon- 
ing,  the  arguments,  or  the  affer- 
tions  of  the  minifter,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  afford  any  fatisfadlion  to 
the  other  fide.  They  ^obferved, 
that  with  his  ufual  ingenuity,  he 
had  converted  the  heavieft  charges 
againft  his  conduct,  into  the 
means  of  adlual  defence.  The 
criminal  neglect  and  fatal  decline 
of  the  navy  under  his  adniiniftra- 
tion,  illuftrated  and  proved  by 
its  acknowledged  inferiority,  and 
late  indelible  difgrace,  afforded  a 
charge  of  fo  alarming  and  capital 
a  nature,  that  it  feemed  to  lay  him 
under  an  indifpenfible  neceffity  of 
ftiewing,  either,  that  it  had  not 
declined,  or  that  the  grants  af- 
forded by  parliament  were  not  ad- 
equate to  its  fupport.  But  with- 
out the  fmalleft  trouble  of  that 
fort,    the     minifter     applies     that 
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very  inferiority,    which  con^itutes  their  own  grievances    and    diflur- 

Jiis  moft  deadly  crime,  to  the  juf-  bances.      Such,     they     laid,     was 

tification    of   its    fhameful    confe-  the     mode      of     reafoning,     with 

quence,    the    fcandalous    flight   of  which    minifters    and    their   advo- 

the  Britifti  fleet;  and  tells  us  with  cates,    in    the  prefent    day,    dared 

the    greateft    unconcern,     that    it  to    infult     the     underftanding     of 

would    have  been  madneijj   not   to  parliament. 

run  away.  But     they     demand    proofs     of 
The    noble  lord,  they  faid,  was  their    incapacity    and    miiconduft. 
not    lefs    ingenious    in    the    excul-  Could  any   proofs   upon  earth  ex- 
pation  of  other  parts  of  his  con-  ceed,  or   equal,  a   bare  reeital   of 
duft.       Adminiilration    were     en-  their  ads,    and  of  the  eonfcquen- 
tirely  guiltiefs  of  all  thofe  ruinous  ces  which  they  produced  ?    Is    not 
confequences,  which    can   only   be  the      unexampled      ruin,      which* 
generated,    by  a  long  conjunftion  within   a  few  years,  their  govern- 
of   evil  government   and   political  ment    has  brought,  upon    a  coun- 
folly.      The    common    union    and  try,     fo    great,   fo    glorious,    and 
revolt   of    thirteen   colonies,    who  fo   flourifliing  as  this  was^    at  the 
never    agreed    in   any    thing   elfe,  commencement     of    the      prefent 
with   the  lofs  of  America,   he  ac-  reign,  the  moll  conclufive  polTible 
counts  for    in  one  ftiort    fentence,  evidence,     either,,    of     the     moll 
by   charging  it  to    the    rebellious  wretched  incapacity,  or   of  wilful 
difpofition  of  a  people,   who   had  defign   and  treachery.      But  if  e- 
*ver   been  eminently  di^linguilhed  very  other  proof  of  ignorance  and 
for    their     loyalty.       If    we     are  incapacity,    and     of     the  neceflity 
abandoned,    in    a    manner    unex-  of   demanding    from     the    throne 
ampled  in  hiftory,  at   this  perilous  the  removal  of  the  prefent  mini- 
moment,  without   the  alfiftance  or  fters    and  counfellors,   were    want- 
hope  of  a  fingle  ally,   the  minifter  ing,    the  noble    lord   himfelf  had 
coinforts     us    with    the    afiurance  juft    fupplied     the     ftrongeft    that 
that  it  is  no  fault  of  his,  but  pro-  could   be   gi*en  ;    and   what,    in- 
ceeds   merely  from  the  blind  folly,  deed,    might    well    fuperfede    all 
Or     ftrange    ingratitude    of    other  other     evidence.      For,    after    the 
powers.      The    lofs    of  our  Weft-  long  notice  he   had  received  from 
India   iflands,   is  by   no  means  to  that    houfe,    the    repeated     warn- 
be  charged    to    the    indolence    or  ings  given  hira   by  the  oppofition, 
negledl    of   miniftry,    but    to    the  and    the   very    alarming   motives, 
aftivity  and   impudence  of  D'Ef-  which    every   day  grew    more   ur- 
taing,      who     unexpedlediy      took  gent,  for  his    making   a    full   and 
them    from    us.      And   if    Ireland  immediate  inquiry  into  the  affairs, 
was    flipping    out    of   our    hands,  Itate,    and    condition    of    Ireland, 
by  a  repetidon  of  the   fame  mea-  and  duly   weighing   and    confider- 
fures   and   eonduft   which   loft   A-  ing    the    means,    for  affording    a 
merica,    ftill  our   immaculate  mi-  proper  and  adequate  relief  to  her 
nifters     were     totally    free     from  wants,    and    providing    a    lemedy 
blame ;  for  it  v.'as  eaflly  fliewn  .by  for    her    diforders,    he    had    now 
this    new     logic,    that     the     Irifli  candidly,    but    inadvertently   con- 
themfelves    were     the    ^aufcs     of    felled,   that  he  was  equally   igno- 
rant 
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jant  of  the  wants,  the  diforder,  view  of  the  antagonifts,  that  no 
and  the  cure.  Could  the  mod  advantage  could  be  gained  on  ex- 
inveterate  enemy >faid  they,  have  ther  fide,  from  any  defed  of  ad-^ 
urged  a  better  or  ftronger  reafon  drefs  or  ability  on  the  oppofite. 
for  the  difmiffion  of  a  minifler,  The  debates  were  accordingly  e<- 
than  was  included  in  that  confef-  ceedingly  interefting,  embraced 
iion  ?  Could  any  other  evidence  a  variety  of  fubjefts  of  the  great- 
be  fo  unexceptionable,  or  efta-  eft  importance,  and  were  carried 
blifti  fo  full  a  conviaion  ?  Or,  on,  without  languor,  through  a 
after  fuch  a  'confeffion,  was  it  length  of  time  very  unufual  in 
poflible  for  that  houfe  to  hefitate  that'  houfe.  Among  other  mat- 
a  moment  in  voting  for  the  re-  ters,  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were 
moval  of  fuch  a  minifter  ?  much     agitated ;     and    much    unT 

After     very     long    debates,    in  qualified    cenfure    paft   upon    that 

which    an -infinite    quantity    and  criminal   negledl,  as  it  was  called, 

variety  of  public  matter  was  can-  to   which    their  prefent   dangerous 

vaflfed,    the    queftion    being    put,  fituation  was  attributed.       But  no 

at   a   late  hour,    the    propofed  a-  part  of  our  recent  public  condu6b, 

mendment    was    rejedled    upon    a  underwent  'a   more   critical  inveCr 

divifion,    by    ^  majority   of  233,  ligation,    or    was    more    fevcrely 

to  134.  condemned,    than  what   related  to 

The  addrefs  was    moved  for  in  the  difpofition   and  government  of 

the    Houfe   of  Lords   by  the  Earl  the    army     within    the    kingdom, 

of  Chell;erfi?ld,   and   feconded   by  and   to   the  means   of  defence   a- 

Lord    Grantham,    late   ambaflador  dopted,    or    fuppofed    to    be   neg- 

at    the    court    of   Madrid.      The  lefted,   during    the  fummer.      On 

amendment    was   moved    for,   and  this   ground,  the  charges  were   fo 

fupported   with    great  ability,   by  numerous,     fo     diredly     applied, 

the     Marquis     of    Rockingham  j  and    fupported    with    fuch    ability 

who,    in    a   long    fpeech,    took    a  and     knowledge    of    the    fubjeft, 

comprehenfive  view  of  the   gene-  particularly^  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 

ral  policy  of  the  prefent  reign,  as  mond,  that   th6  noble  .lord  at  the 

well  as  of  the  particular   circum-  head     of    that    department,    not- 

ftances  and    public   tranfaftions  of  withftanding  his  habitual   coolnefs 

the    current    year.       The    debate  and    command   of  temper,    could 

was   fupported,    dn   that  fide,    by  not  but  feel  fome  embarrafsment ; 

the     Dukes      of     Richmond     and  and  indeed  it  would  have  requir- 

Grafton,  the   Earls  of  Shelburne,  ed  fuch  habits  of  argument,    and 

Coventry,    and    Effingham,    vvith  fuch    a    portion   of  eloquence,    as 

the  Lords     Camden,   and    Lyttel-  are  not    often    acquired    by,    nor 

ton.     On   tlje  other  fide,   the  two  frequently     the     lot     of    military 

great  law  Ibrd^  in  office,  the  two  men,   to   have  fucccfsfully    refifted 

new  fecretaries  of  ftates,  the  noble  their    eifeft,    and   entirely   effaced 

earl  juft  placed  at  the  head  of  the  the  impreffion  which  they  made, 
board  of  trade,    and   the   mariae         As    the    charge    of    an    undue 

ijiinifter,    bore  the   weiglit  of  the  fyftem    of    government,    and    the 

font&ft.  ftridures  upon  the  general    policy 

^t   will   be   eafily   feen  from  a  of  the   prefent  reign,  were   prin- 

[DJ3  cipally 
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cipally  made  in  that  houfe,  the 
matters  arifing  from  thole  fub- 
jedls,  were,  ot"  courle,  more  par- 
ticularly cafivaifed  there ;  and 
brought  out  much  feverity  and 
bitternefs  of  reply.  The  lords  in 
adminiftration,  bcfides  an  abfo- 
lute  contradidion  or  denial  of 
every  thing  advanced  on  that 
ground,  expreffed  the  utmoft  af- 
tonilhment,  at  the  new  and  ex- 
traordinary language  now  held. 
They  faid,  that  the  propofed 
amendment,  along  with  the  com- 
ments and  explanations  by  which 
it  was  attended,  were  replete  with 
invcdive,  and  in  reality  a  kind 
ot  libel  upon  government.  That 
nothing  could  be  more  fallacious 
or  invidious,  than  the  contraft 
drawn,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  applied,  bet>vecn  the  de 
gree  of  power,  prol'perity,  and 
pre-eminence,  attributed  to  the 
nation  at  the  time  of  his  m.ijei- 
ty's  aeceffion,  an-i  the  misforiune 
or  danger  of  the  prefe-.t  period. 

It  mull  indeec,  they  faid,  be 
acknowledged,  however  it  might 
be  regretted,  that  too  many  of 
the  unfartunaie  fafts  ftated  en  the 
other  fide,  were  too  well  efta- 
blilhed  to  be  controverted  ;  but 
the  ded)i<5lion  drawn  from  thefe 
premiles,  that  our  public  misfor- 
tunes were  impu'able  to  the  pre- 
sent minifters,  did  not  by  any 
means  follow.  It  would  have 
been  more  ingenuous  to  have  at- 
tributed thefe  misfortunes,  in  a 
very  great  degree,  to  our  internal 
divifions,  and  to  that  incautious 
and  violent  language,  which  was 
too  frexjuently  held  in  parliament. 
But  if  they  were  .  imputable  to 
the  prcfent  airainiftraiion,  they 
were  equally  fo  to  every  oth- r 
during  the  prefent  leign.     Dead 


and  living  minifters,  thofe  now 
in  oppofuion,  as  well  as  thole  ia 
oHice,  mull  all  bear  an  equal 
Ihare  of  the  blame.  There  was 
fcarcely  a  lord,  on  the  fame  fide 
wiUi  the  noble  marquis  who  mov- 
ed -the  amendment,  who  had  not 
been  a  member  of  one  adminiftra- 
tion or  other  wjthin  that  period. 
They  had  all  a  Ihare  in  thofe 
public  meafures,  and  in  the  lup- 
port  of  that  fyftem,  as  it  is  afFe^- 
ed  to  be  called,  whi^h  they  now 
fo  bitterly  inveigh  againft.  Even 
the  forbidden  ground  of  America, 
which  is  execrated  as  the  fburce 
of  all  our  evils  and  calamities, 
h^s  been  indifferently  trodden  by 
every  adminiftration  fince  the 
year  1763- 

The  prefent  minifters  had  nel- 
tjier  palled  or  repealed  the  ftamp 
a£l.  They  had  not  laid  on  thofe 
American  duties,  by  whic/i  she 
leed-  of  the  prefent  rebellion  were 
firil  fowed.-  And,  whatever  the 
Kiealures  were,,  'good  or  bad,  wif« 
'or  unwife>r  which  they  puriued, 
they  o.ily  followed  up  the  line, 
which  had  already  he€n  chalked 
out  for  them  by  their  prfdecef- 
fors.  Why  then,  this  fudden  and 
violeivt  cry,  "  of  new  counfels 
and  new  counfellors  ?"  Or  what 
was  meant  by  new  counfels?  It 
was  evident  fro^i  the  fpcech  be- 
fore them,  that  the  objed  of  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  government,  was 
to  purfue  the  war  with  vigour  and 
eifecl :  would  the  noble  marquis 
and  his  friends  have  that  fyftem 
changed?  Did  they  wilh  to  hav« 
it  carried  on  with  the  roverfe  of 
vigour?  Would  they  recommend 
to  have  it  followed  with  weaknefs, 
and  conduced  without  fpirit  ^ 
If  not,  what  was  the  intfint  QX 
purpofe  of  new  CQuolels  t  ■ 
^  .  T9 
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To  this  it  was   anfwered,   that 
fuppofitig    the   fails  t9   be    fairly 
ftatcd,     (which     was     not,     how- 
ever,   in   any  degree   the  cafe)   it 
was  a  new  and  extraordinary  mode 
of  defence,    to  bring    the    errors, 
vices,  or  crimes    of  former  mini- 
fters,  whether  dead    or  living,    in 
exculpation  of  the  erroneous  con- 
duft,  and  dellruflive   meafures   of 
the  prefent.     It  muft  aiFord  much 
fatisfa£lion   to  the  public,    and  be 
a  matter  of  great  comfort  in  their 
prefent    diftreffes,    to    be    inform- 
ed,   that   their  miniflers  had   only 
obftinately    perfevered,    in    defpite 
of     reafon,     warning,     and      ex- 
perience,     ill     following     up,     to 
the    final    extremity    of   ruin,    to 
foreign     and    doraeftic    war,    and 
TO  the    dilievering  of  the    empire, 
certain  meafures  of  abfurdity   and 
evil,     which     had      been     either 
dreamed  of  in  theory,  or  attempt- 
ed in   practice,  by   fome   of  their 
predeceflbrs.     It  was,  indeed,  ra- 
ther unlucky,  that  it  was  only  in 
fuch  inftances,  that  they  ever  at- 
tempted    to    profit    by     example. 
Upon  other  occafions,  thft  maxims 
and   conduft  of  their  predeceflbrs 
went  for  nothing.     When  it  fuit- 
ed    their    own  views,  or    the  pur- 
pofes'  of  the  arbitrary  fyftem   un- 
der   which  they    a£led,    they    not 
only  readily   over-ftepped  all   an- 
tient  ahd  eftablifhed   rules  of  go- 
vernment,   but    they    could,  with 
as  much   cafe,    make  lofig   ftrides 
beyond  the  limits  of  the   conftitu- 
tion   itfelf.      But    they  wholly  de- 
nied the  univerfality  of  the  charge 
on  all   the  minifters  of  this  reign. 
Some    of   them   had    no  Ihare    in 
thofe    meafures,    except     in     cor- 
refting    the    ill    confequences     of 
|hem  ;    and  none  but  th6  prefent- 


minifters  perfevered  in  direft  op- 
pofition  to  all  experience. 

The  late  refignations  and  ap- 
pointments afforded  an  opportunity 
to  the  oppofition  for  much  animad- 
verfion  and  fome  fatire.  They 
attributed  the  refignation  of  the 
lord  prefident  of  the  council,  to 
his  difdain  of  continuing  any 
longer  in  office  with  men,  who 
he  found  totally  incapable  of  con- 
ducing the  public  bufinefs,  and 
of  ading  up  to  any  fixed  rule  or 
principle  of  conduft.  The  re- 
cent bringing  in  of  a  noble  lord, 
to  a  Ihort  epiftle  of  whofe  writing 
when  formerly  in  office,  they  di- 
redly  charged  the  lofs  of  Ame- 
rica, was  feverely  cenfured  in 
both  houfes,  as  a  meafure  which 
tended  to  tender  all  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  colonies  ftill  more 
defperate.  1 

But  the  fpirit  of  that  fyftem* 
they  faid,  which  had  fo  long  go- 
verned, and  lb  Icjng  difgraced  our 
public  counfelsj'  was  peculiarly 
operative  in  the  bufinefs  of  ap- 
pointments. When  the  meafures, 
which  eventujilly-  led  to  the  lofs 
of  America,  were  firft  planned 
under  that  fatal  fyftem,  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  create  a 
new  office,  under  the  title  of  fe» 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies^ 
in  order  to  give  a  fuppofed  de- 
gree of  weight,  and  the  greater 
eclat,  to  the  intended  proceed- 
ings. And  now,  in  the  fuhicfs 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  and  according 
to  the  true  wifdom  of  that  fyftem, 
when  we  have  no  colonies  to  take 
care  of,  and  that  America  no 
longer  forms  a  part  of  the  Britifti 
empire,  it  is  thought  neceflary  to 
create  or  renew  another  high  and 
expenfive    office,    by    adding,    to 

m  4  the 
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the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  that  de- 
partment, a  firft  lord  of  trade  and 
plantations. 

The  defeftion  of  a  young  no- 
bleman, who  then  poffeffed,  and 
had  for  fome  years  held,  a  fine- 
cure  office  of  confiderable  emolu- 
ment and  dlftinftion,  and  who 
had  conftantly  been  one  of  the 
warmeft  and  moft '  able  advocates 
of  adminiftration  in  that  houfe, 
was  not  more  a  matter  of  obfer- 
vation  or  furprize,  than  the  ex- 
ceeding feverity  of  cenfure,  and 
bitternefs  of  language,  which 
marked  his  expofure  and  condem- 
nation of  their  conduft  and  mea- 
fures.  Such  a  defertion,  at  fuch 
a  period,  and  fo  untoward  a  di- 
reftion  of  abilities,  of  no  ordi- 
nary form,  might  well  have  been 
conlidered  as  ominous  to  admi- 
niftration, if  the  fudtlen  death 
of  this  nobleman,  which  happen- 
ed almoft  immediately  after,  had 
not  put  an  end  to  all  expeftation 
and  apprehenfion  in  that  refpedt. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  at  half  after  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  amendment  was 
rejefted,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
jnajority  of  juft  two  to  one  ;  the 
numbers  being  82  to  41,  The 
addrefs  was  then  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

The  debate  of  this  day  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  circumftance,  at  that 
time,    rather    unufual    in     parlia- 


ment. The  reprefentation  of 
fomething  *^in  the  news-papers, 
which  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Charles  Fox  in  his  fpeech,  and 
which  was  pafTed  over  at  the  time 
without  any  particular  notice,  af- 
fording fome  diffatibfadion  to  Mr. 
Adam,  another  member,  he 
thought  it  necefTary  to  require  of 
the  former  gentleman,  a  public 
difavowal  and  contradiAion  of  it, 
through  the  fame  vehicles  of  in- 
telligence in  which  it  had  ap- 
peared. This  requifition  or  de- 
mand, being  deemed  highly  imii- 
proper  by  Mr.  Fox,  he  abfolutely 
refufed  a  conceflion,  which  he 
thought  it  would  be  inconfillent 
vi^ith  his  charadler  to  make.  Th6 
confequence  was,  a  meiTage  from 
Mr.  Adam,  and  a  duel  with  pjf- 
tols  in  Hyde  Park,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  wounded.  Thp 
novelty  of  the  affair  would,  in 
any  cafe,  have  excited  much  cu- 
riofity ;  and  this  was  not  only 
greatly  increafed,  but  blended 
with  fcarcely  a  lefs  degree  of  anx- 
iety, through  the  intereft  which 
the  public  took  in  the  life  of  that 
gentleman.  At  the  fame  time, 
that  the  affair  being  generally  at- 
tributed, rather  to  the  animofity 
or  views  of  party,  than  to  the 
oftenfible  motives,  fo  it  contri- 
buted, not  a  little,  to  fpread  and 
inflame  that  fpirit  without  doors, 
from  which  it  was  fuppofed  to 
have  originated  within.  * 


*  For  the  particulars  of  this  duel,  fee  the  chronicle  part  of  our  laft  volume, 
pagea35.  > 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.    IV. 

Vote  of  cen/ure  tigainji  minifiers.,  relative  to  their  conduit  luiih  refpeli  u 
Ireland,  monjed  hy  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  Debates  on  the  quejiion. 
Part  taken  by  the  late  lord  prefdent  of  the  council.  Motion  rejedled 
upon  a  divi/ion.  Similar  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Earl 
of  Upper  OJfory.  Defence  of  adminijlration.  Animadverfon.  Mo- 
tion rejeSlcd  upon  a  di'vifeon.  Motion  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  an 
ceconomical    reform    of  the    civil  lift  eftahlijhment.      Motion,    aftc^   con- 

fiderable  debates,  rejeSied  upon  a  di-vifon.  Minifter  opens  his  propofi- 
tions,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  affording  relief  to  Ireland.  Agreed 
to  ^without  oppojition.  Tnvo  bills  accordingly  brought  in,  and  pciffed 
IjKfore  the  recefs.  Third  bill  to  lie  open  till  after  the  holidays.  Earl 
of  Shelburne'' s  motion  relative  to  the  extraor dinar ies  of  the  army  j  atid 
introduSlory  to  a  farther  reform   in  the  public   expenditure.     Motion   re-^ 

jeSied  on  a  divlfion.  Notice  given  of  a  fecond  intended  motio7i,  and  the 
lords  fmnmoned  for  the  ^th  of  February,  Letters  of  thanks  from  the 
city   of  London  to  the  Diihe  of  Richmond  and  to  tl^e  Earl  of  Shelburne, 

for  their  attempts  to  introduce  a    reform  in  the  public  expenditure ;  and 

fimilar  letters  fent  to  his  royal  bighnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  ta 
all  the  other  lords  nvho  fupported  the    tvjo    late    motions.        Mr.    Burkf 

gives  notice  of  his  plan  of  public  reform  and  ceconomy,  vuhich  he  propafe^ 
bringing  forvDqrd  after  the  recefs. 


AS  the  afFaIrs  of  Jreland  held  a 
principal  place  in  point  of 
importance,  fo  they  took  the  lead 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  fef- 
■pj  n  fion.  The  fubje£l  was 
firft  brought  forward-  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  prefaced  an  in- 
tended and  avowed  vote  ofcen- 
fure  ort  minifters,  by  fliewing 
from  the  journals,  that  their  ad- 
drefs,  which  had  been  moved  for 
by  a  noble  marquis,  and  unani- 
moufly  pafled  on  the  1 1  th  of  May 
lafl,  had  ftrongly  recommended 
to  his  majeily's  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration,  the  dilbefTed  and  im- 
poveriihed  ftate  of  that  loyal  and 
well-deferving  people ;  at  the 
fame  time  requiring,  that  fuch 
documents,  relative  to  the  trade 
and  manufadlures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  might  be  laid  be- 


fore them,  as  would  enable  the 
national  wifdom  to  purfue  eftec-r 
tual  meafures  for  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  both  kingdoms ;  and  ■ 
likewife,  that  the  anfwer,  re- 
turned from  the  throne  on  the 
following  day,  was  entirely  con- 
fonant  to  the  ideas  and  requifition 
held  out  in  the  addrefs. 

He  then  referred  to  the  addrels 
which  he  had  himlelf  moved  for, 
and  which  had  been  rejefted  by 
a  great  majority  on  the  fecond  of 
the  following  June,  which  re- 
flated the  necellity  of  giving 
fpeedy  and  effedlual  relief  to  Ire- 
land, and  offered  the  full  co- 
operation of  that  houie  for  the 
purpofe  ;  at  the  fame  time  recom- 
mending, that  if  the  royal  prero- 
gative, as  veiled  in  the  throne  by 
the  conftitution,  was  not  adequate 
to  the  adminillering  of  the  relief 
wanted. 
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wanted,  that  his  majelly  would 
be  pleafcd  to  continue  the  parlia- 
ment of  this  kingdom  fitting,  and 
give  orders  forthwith,  for  calling 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  or- 
der that  their  juft  complaints 
might  be  fully  conlidered,  and 
Tcmedied  without  delay. 

He  obferved,  with  refpefl  to 
thp  firft-mentioncd  addrefs,  that 
it  contained,  in  its  original  ftate, 
as  framed  by  the  noble  marquis, 
an  implied  and  juft  cenfure  on 
minifters,  for  their  fo  long  and  fo 
fliamefully  neglecting  the  imme- 
diate concerns  of  our  filler  ifland, 
and  in  fo  doing,  endangering  the 
union,  and  facrificing  the  profpe- 
rity  of  both  kingdoms.  That 
the  noble  earl,  then  at  the  head 
of  his  majefty's  counfels,  propof- 
ed  an  amendment,  by  which  the 
cenfure  was  omitted,  and  the  ad- 
drefs reduced  to  its  prefent  form. 
That,  although  the  anr.endment  did 
not  meet  the  ideas  of  many  lords  on 
that  fide  of  the  houfe,  any  more  than 
his  own,  yet  they  agreed  to  ac- 
cept of  it,  left  their  rigid  adhe- 
rence to  the  original  te:ms  of  the 
addrefs,  fhould  produce  the  abio- 
lute  rejedion  c5f  the  whole.  They 
beheld  a  people  already  driven  to 
the  verge  of  defpair,  and  they 
could  not  look  forward,  without 
the  'jgreateft  apprehenfion,  to  the 
fatal  confequences  which  were  to 
be  expefted,  from  the  rejeftion, 
by  a  majority  in  that  houfe,  ^f 
any  propofal,  which  at  fo  criti- 
cal a  period,  carried  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  in  their  favour. 

'^That  the  noble  framer.ofthe 
addrefs,  with  feveral  other  lords 
on  that  fide,  in  confenting  to  the 
modification,  which  extraded  the 
iling  againft  minifters,  did  it  ex- 
prefsly  on  the  condition,  that  its 
great  objeft,  the   obtaining  of  ef- 


feftual  and  immediate  relief  for 
Ireland,  was  to  be  fixed  and  in^ 
violabie.  He  then  obferved,  that 
a  fimilar  addrefs  had  on  the  fam« 
day  been  palled  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  fo  that  thefe  two  ad- 
drelfes,  with  the  anfwers  from  the 
throne  to  both,  held  out  the  full 
concurrence  of  every  part  of  the 
legiflature  in  granting  the  propof- 
ed  relief. 

Thus,  he  faid,  a  new  acra  was 
commenced  in  the  affairs  of  Jre  - 
land.  This  furnifhed  a  ground 
of  hope,  and  even  of  certainty  to 
that  kingdom.  But  what  muft  her 
ihdignaiion  and  refentment  be, 
when  fhe  difcovered  that  her  hopes 
were  totally  unfounded  ;  and  that 
no  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
any  fanftion,  however  iolemn  or 
facred,  held  out  by  the  Britilh 
legiflature  ?  Three  weeks  had 
elapfed,  without  a  fingle  ftep  be- 
ing taken,  or  a  fingle  meafure 
adopted,  nvhi  a  could  tend  to  tb(| 
propofed  buiinefs.  That,  in  or- 
der, if  pofiible,  to  prevent  the 
fatal  and  inevitable  effefts  of  fuch 
a  conducl,  he  had  himlelf,  on  the 
2d  of  Jure,  movtd  for  that  Se- 
cond addrefs  which  had  been  juft 
read.  The  minifters  fet  theip 
faces  direftly  againft  the  remedy, 
which  theii  own  faults  had  ren- 
dered neceffary.  The  latenefs  of 
that  feafon,  the  wafie  of  which 
conflituted  no  imall  part  of  their 
crime,  was  the  oftenfible  argu- 
ment which  unhappily  prevailed 
in  that  houfe  to  the  rejiction  of 
his  motion  ;  and  thus  the  fate  of 
Ireland  was,  by  a  Briiifh  minifiry 
and  parliament,  committed  to 
fortune,  chance,  or  accident. 

The  fituation  and  circumftances 
of  that  country  were  ai  the  time 
Angular.  She  had  lopg  maintain- 
ed,   for   internal    defence  and  fe- 

curity. 
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CUiIty,  a  great  military  force,  at 
an  expence  which  exceeded  her 
ability.  Of  this,  contrary  to 
royal  faith  and  compad,  (he  had 
been  ftripped,  /or  the  fupport  of 
the  American  war ;  a  contell  in 
which  ftie  had  no  other  national 
concern,  than  a  well  founded  caufe 
of  apprehenfion,  that  the  princi- 
ple from  which  it  had  generated, 
wotjid,  in  the  next  inllance  be 
applied  to  the  fubverfion  of  her 
own  conftitution.  Struggling,  as 
(he  had  been  before,  under  long 
continued  oppreffion,  this  addi- 
tional misfortune  was  decifive.  For 
to  crown  the  climax,  in  this  Hate 
of  weaknefs,  file  was  known  to  be 
the  marked  objedl  of  hoftile  in- 
vafion  k'om  our  powerful  and  in- 
veterate enemies. 

Still,  however,  ftie  thought  that 
the  wildom  and  juftice  of  a  Bri- 
tilh  parliament  would  afford  full 
redrefs  to  her  domeitic  evils  ;  and 
that  deprived  as  fhe  was  of  her 
internal  llrength,  in  the  fupport 
of  our  quarrel,  the  power  of  this 
country  would  be  her  fure  protec- 
tion againil  the  aefigns  of  the  ene- 
Hiy.  But  the  time  was  now  ar- 
rived, which  was  to  Ihew  her 
hopes  to  be  equally  deluhve  in 
both  refpefts.  After  appearances, 
which  leemed  only  intended  as  a 
mockery  of  her  diftrefs,  eveiy  pro- 
fpedl  of  relief  was  finally  doled 
by  the  rifing  of  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment. On  the  other  hand,  as  to 
the  point  of  defence,  the  mini- 
flers  told  them  plainly  they  mull 
take  care  of  ihemfelves ;  they 
would  fpare  them  lome  arms ;  but 
as  to  proteftion,  they  acknowledg- 
ed openly,  and  pleaded,  inability. 

Thus  expofed,'  deteaceleis,  and 
abandoned,  Ireland  was  reduced  to 
the  fimple  alternative,    of   eithei: 


perifhing,  or  of  finding  the  means 
of  prc:iervation  within  herfelf. 
Through  the  public  ipirit,  and 
gailatatry  of  her  ions,  (he  was  hap» 
pily  faved.  With  a  peculiar  mag» 
nanimity,  the  moll  divided  people 
in  the  uuiverie  inltantly  forgot 
all  their  differences,  and  united 
as  one  man  to  ward  off  the  im- 
pending delbudion  of  their  coun« 
try.  The  miracle  in  this  in» 
ftance,  could  only  be  equalled  by 
that  which  miniiters  had  already 
produced,  in  the  union  of  the 
thirteen  American  colonies,  Abov^ 
forty  thouland  men  were  already 
arrayed,  officered ,  and  formed 
into  regular  bodies.  This,  al- 
ready formidable,  and  daily  in* 
creaiing  force,  was  not  compofed 
of  mercenaries  who  had  no  intereft 
in  the  caufe  for  whicJi  they  arm- 
ed ;  it  was  compoled  of  the  no- 
bility, gentry,  merchants,  refpedl- 
able  citizens,  and  fubftantial  far- 
mers; men  who  had  each  a  ftake 
to  lofe  ;  and  who  were  willing 
and  able  to  devote  their  time,  and 
a  p'lrt  of  their  property,  to  the  ^ 
defence  of  the  whole. 

By  tais  union  and  exertion  of  ' 
native  ftrengtn  and  fpirit,  ali  ideas 
of  invalion  were  effectually  erafed 
from  the  defigns  of  the  enemy^ 
But  the  Iri(h  became  fenfible  at 
the  fami;  time,  of  the  refpcdldue 
to  that  internal  force,  wnica,  un- 
til it  was  calkd  forth  through  the 
weaknefs  of  government,  th.^y 
were  unconlcious  ot  poffeffing.  The 
means  were  in  their  hands ;  and 
they  feized  the  ucuafion  with  thiit 
fpirit  and  wifd^m,  which  ihewed 
they  were,  worthy  of  whatever  ad- 
vantages it  was  capable  of  affi^rd- 
ing. 

in  thefe  circumHances,    Ireland 

only  afted  the  part,   which  >very 

thinluug 
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thinking  man  muft  have  fbrefcen. 
The  government  had  been  abui- 
cated,  and  the  people  refum.ed  the 
powers  vefted  in  it ;  a  meafure  in 
which  they  were  juftified,  by 
every  principle  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  every  motive  of  felf-pre- 
fervatjon.  But  being  now  in  full 
poffeffion,  they  wifely  and  firmly 
jceiermined,  that  in  again  dele- 
gating this  inherent  power,  they 
would  have  it  fo  regulated,  and 
placed  upon  fo  fbund  and  liberal 
a  bafis,  as  would  effeftually  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  thofe  oppref- 
fion«  which  they  had  fo  long  ex- 
perienced. '■' 
•  Their  parliament,  ufually  at  the 
devotion  of  the  court,  found  itfelf, 
for  once,  obliged  to  conform  to  the 
TiniVerfal  lentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple* The  late  addrefs  to  the 
throne  from  both  Houfes  of  the 
Irifh  parliament  declares,  that  no- 
thing lefs  than  a  free  trade  could 
iave  th^t  country  from  certain 
luin.  This  was  the  united  voice 
of  that  kingdom,  and  conveyed 
through  its  proper  conftitutional 
organs ;  there  was  but  one  dif- 
(enting  voice  in  both  Houfes. 
All  orders  and  degrees  of  men, 
church  of  England  Proteftants, 
^nd  Roman  Catholics ;  Diirenters, 
and  feftaries  of  all  denomina- 
tions ;  Whigs  and  Tories  ;  place- 
men, peniioners,  and  country 
gentlemen  ;  Englifhmen  by  birth, 
all  join  in  one  voice,  and  concur 
irr  one  opinion,  for  a  free  trade. 
But  however  guarded  and  tem- 
perate the  language  held  by  the 
Irifh  parliament  upon  that  fub- 
jeH.  may  be  in  their  addrefs,  the 
public  at  large,  in  that  country, 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  con- 
fider  the  freedom  of  trade  as  a 
iSatter  of  favour  or  affedion;  on 


the  contrary,  their  eyes  tvera 
now  opened  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  viewed  it  as  a  natural, 
inherent,  inalienable  right ;  and 
as  it  is  natural  to  men  to  fly  from 
any  extreme  to  its  oppofite,  they 
do  not  by  any  means  ftop  there  ; 
they  not  only  call  in  queltion,  but 
they  abfolutely  deny,  the  right  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  to  bind 
that  country  in  any  cafe  what- 
ever ;  and  opon  that  principle, 
have  aftually  freighted  a  vcifel 
with  woollen  goods  for  a  foreign 
market,  in  order,  that  upon  the 
lloppage,  or  refufal  of  clearance 
by  the  cuftora-houfe,  the  queftion 
might  be  brought  to  an  iflUe  in  the 
Commoti  courts  of  law. 

It  was  obvious,  that  at  the  time 
the  noble  marquis  moved  the  firft 
addrefs,  very  moderate  conceffions 
would  have  afforded  a  full  grati- 
fication to  Ireland  ;  that  file  would 
have  thankfully  received  them, 
both  as  a  proof  of  prelent  affec- 
tion, and  as  an  earneft  of  further 
favour,  wHen  a  more  aufpicious 
feafon  fhould  prefent  a  happier  op- 
portunity ;  and  all  who  know  the 
charafter  of  that  country  would 
acknowledge,  that  with  fuch  a 
proof  of  our  kindnefs  and  good 
difpofitton,  flie  would  have  dif- 
dained  to  prefs  us,  during  the 
time  of  our  troubles  and  difficul- 
ties, for  any  thing  more,  than 
what  her  own  neceffities  rendered 
indifpenfibly  and  immediately  ne- 
ceffary. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  equal- 
ly evident  that  i^rough  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  minifters,  no  lefs  than 
their  incapacity,  and  the  con- 
tempt with  which  they  rejefted 
the  advice  of  parliament,  the 
happy  feafon  of  conciliation  and 
gratitude  was    now    irrecoverably 

loft^ 
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Loft ;  that  whatever  this  country 
now  granted,  (and  much  It  muft 
grant)  would  be  confidered  as  a 
right,  and  not  as  a  favour  j  and 
that  it  became  difficult  to  fay,  as 
it  was  alarming  to  confider,  what 
might  yet  afford  contentment  to 
that  kingdom.  That,  to  fum  up 
the  whole,  mini  Iters  had  firft  fa- 
crificed  the  dignity,  and  hazard- 
ed the  dominion  of  the  crown,  by 
refigning  the  fword,  and  relin- 
quiihing  the  government  of  that 
kingdom ;  and  that  now,  they 
have  reduced  parliarnqnt  to  the 
melancholy  dilemma,  either  of 
fubmitting  to  whatever  terms  Ire- 
land might  chufe  to  diftate,  or  to 
the  lofs  of  that  country,  as  well 
as  of  America. 

He  then  moved  a  refolution  to 
the  following  purport — That  it 
is  highly  criminal  in  his  majefty's 
minillers  to  have  negleAed  taking 
efFeftual  meaiures  for  the  relief  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  addrefs  of  this 
Hoafe  of  the  1 1  th  of  May,  and  of 
his  majefty's  moft  gracious  an- 
fwer  J  and  to  have  fufFered  the  dif- 
contents  of  that  country  to  rife  to 
fuch  a  height  as  evidently  to  en- 
danger the  conititutionai  connec- 
tion between  the  two  kingdoms, 
and  to  create  new  embarralsments 
to  the  public  counfels  through  di- 
vifion  and  diffidence,  in  a  moment 
when  real  unanimity,  grounded 
upon  mutual  confidence  and  affec- 
tion, is  confefledly  efTential  to  the 
prelervation  of  what  is  left  of  the 
iJritilh  empire. 
^  The  want  of  proof  to  fubftan- 
tiate  the  charges  on  which  the 
cenfure  included  in  the  refolution 
was  fuppofed  to  be  founded,  was 
the  ilrong  ground  of  objedion  to 
the    motion    jakea   oa    the    other 


fide.  They  faid  that  the  cenfure 
went  indilcriminately  to  all  his 
majefty's  minilters ;  that  it  took 
in  the  dead,  as  well  as  the  living  ; 
thofe  who'  had  retired  from  public 
bufmefs,  as  well  as  thofe  who  had 
not  been  a  week  in  office.  That 
it  would  be  an  aft  of  the  higheft 
injuflice,  in  any  cafe,  to  pafs  fuch 
a  cenfure,  without  the  moft  di- 
rect and  pofitive  evidence.  That 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  ther«  was 
not  only  a  total  defeat  of  evidence, 
but  the  motion  went  to  the  con- 
demnation of  perfons  who  could 
not  poffibly  be  culpable. 

In  faft,  what  did  the  charge, 
taken  in  its  utmofl  latitude,  amount 
to?  To  no  more,  than  this,  that 
parliament  had  defired  miniflers 
to  do  fomething,  which  fome  of 
their  iordfhips  were  of  opinion 
they  had  not  done.  In  that  cafe, 
two  queflions  arofe  which  muft  be 
necefTarily  dlfcufTed,  before  aay 
determination  could  be  had.  Firft, 
whether  minifters  had  not  execut- 
ed what  they  had  been  defired? 
Or,  if  they  had  riot,  whether 
they  were  blameable  ?  There  was 
not  the  fmalleft  proof  before 
them,  that  they  had  not  fully 
complied  with  the  intentions  of 
parliament ;  or  if  it  were  granted 
that  they  had  not,  there  was  no- 
thing to  fhew  that  they  could  have 
been  complied  with.  Both  muft 
however  be  proved,  before  the 
Houfe  could,  with  any  colour  of 
realbn  on  juftice,  proceed  to  a 
vote  on  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion. 

The  papers  on  the  tables  of 
both  Houles,  they  faid,  would 
fully  fhew,  that  minifters  had  done 
every  thing  that  lay  with  them; 
and  that  inflead  of  being  blame- 
able,  they  were  highly  praif*. 
worthy. 
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worthy,  for  the  diligence  which 
they  nfed,  in  procuring  every 
kind  of  poffible  information  rela- 
tive to  the  afFairs  of  Ireland  for 
the  confideration  of  parliament. 
So  far  they  went,  and  farther  they 
could  not,  nor  fliouid  not  have 
gone.  The  means  of  affording  re- 
lief to  Ireland  lay  foleiy  with  the 
legiilature.  It  was  a  bufinefs  of 
too  great  a  magnitude  to  come 
wiihin  the  embrace  of  minifters. 
Nor  was  it  a  matter  to  be  taken 
up  lightly,  nor  carried  through 
in  a  hurry,  even  by  parliament. 
It  included  (o  many  arduous  quef- 
tions,  relative  to  the  molt  im- 
portant conc-rns,  and  commercial 
interefts  of  boUi  kingdoms,  that 
the  moil  mature  deliberation,  as 
well  as  the  higheft  wildom,  and 
every  degree  of  information  that 
had.  been  obtained,  would  be  found 
BeceiTary  for  its  final  determina- 
tion. 

Eut  if  any  thing  more  were 
nvanting  to  convince  their  lord- 
ihips  that  the  charge  was  ill  found- 
ed, and  that  the  king's  confiden- 
tial fervants  had  not,  in  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  been  guilty  of  cri- 
minal neglect,  a  very  few  diiys 
^vould  bring  an  additional  tefti- 
anony  of  the  unwearied  affiduity 
of  minifters  ;  as,  within  that  pe- 
«od,  the  noble  minilter  in  the 
other  Houfe  would  bring  forvvard 
certain  propofitions  for  the  relief 
of  Ireland,  being  the  refult  of  t.iat 
information,  which,  during  the 
recefs  of  parliament,  they  had 
employed  themfelves  in  obtaining. 
"They  concluded,  that  they  mUit 
on  every,  ground  oppofe  a  motion, 
which,  if  agreed  to,  conid  tend 
only  to  create  unneceff iry  jea- 
I©ufies  and  embarrafsmeats,  at  a 
^me  when  all  parties  agreed,  that 


to  promote  union  was  the  firll  ot)- 
jeft  of  every  man  who  wilhed  well 
to  his  country  ;  and  were  at  the 
fame  time  themfelves  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  both  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  the  addrefTes  of  the 
1 1  th  of  May  had  been  fully  com- 
plied with. 

The  defence  drawn  from  a  de- 
feiEl  of  proof,  was  laughed  at  by 
the  oppofition.  The  negleft 
charged  upon  minifters,  they  faid, 
was  ielf-evident.  The  unexampled 
revolution  in  the  afFairs,  and  ftili 
more  fo  in  the  temper  of  Ire- 
land ;  the  prefent  diforders  reign* 
ing  in  that  country,  and  the  ge- 
neral alarm  which  they  have  fpread 
in  this  ;  with  the  new  language 
held  by  the  Irifli  parliament,  and 
that  merely  an  echo  of  the  uni- 
verfal  voice  of  the  people,  efla- 
blifh  a  fund  of  evidence  infinitely 
fuperior  to  any,  which  the  forms 
and  circumltances  of  a  court  of 
law  can  either  require  or  com- 
pafs.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham undertook  to  fhew,  that  the 
non -importation  agreement  in  Ire- 
land was  far  from  general,  and 
only  entered  into  in  fome  parti- 
cular- places,  at  the  tim&of  mak- 
ing his  motion  on  the  nth  of^ 
May.  But  as  foon  as  Ireland  pe- 
ceived,  that  the  relief  promifed 
by  every  part  of  the  legiflaiure, 
was  witheld  by  minifters,  the 
non-importation  agreement  be- 
came general ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  fpirit  of  military  aflb- 
ciation,  which  was  before  direfted 
foleiy  to  defence  againit  a  foreign 
enemy,  aflumed  a  new  form  ;  and 
from  thence  looked  forward  to 
compel  that  relief  which  was  de- 
nied i  an  idea,  which,  while  good 
will  and  good  intentions  appeared 
on  our  piu:t,    had  never    an  exift- 
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cace  In  the  miads  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  He  infifled,  that  if  any 
thing  realoiiable,  however  mode- 
rate, had  been  done,  when  he  firfl 
moved  the  bafinefs,  or  if  parlia- 
ment had  been  kept  fitting,  ac- 
cording to  the  propolitioa  of  his 
nbble  friend,  of  the  2d  of  June 
lall,  that  neither  the  aflbciations, 
nor  the  ,non-i:nportatioa  agree- 
ments, would  have  ever  afTamed 
their  prefent  appearance,  nor  ever 
exified  in  their  preient  extent.  ^ 

He  then  afked,  whether  their 
lordfhlps,  vvith  fuch  felf-evident 
proofs  before  them,  that  it  was 
perhaps  the  only  meafure  that  could 
extricate  their  country  from  the  pe- 
rils with  which  (he  was  on  every 
fide  encompaffed,  could  hefitate  a 
moment,  in  paffing  the  aweful, 
but  highly  -necefiary  cenfure  of 
parliament,  upon  thofe  men,  whofe 
jregleft,  or  Complicated  folly  and 
treachery,  had  forced  the  Irifli  in- 
to mealures,  which,  however  ne- 
ceffary  and  well  intended,  moft 
clearly  amounted  to  a  fufpenlion, 
if  not  a  fubverfion,  of  all  the 
powers  of  legal  government ;  and 
who  had  thus  involved  the  a.fairs 
of  both  countries  in  fuch  difficul- 
ties, as  were  likely  without  much 
caution  and  judgment  on  both 
fides,  to  terminate  in  all  the  cala- 
mities and  dangers  of  civil  war? 
He  therefore  exhorted  them  in  the 
moft  urgeht  terms  to  agree  to  the 
motion,  as  the  only  method  of  con-, 
vincing  Jreian(^,  in  the  firlT:  in- 
Itance,  of  the  generous  intentions 
of  this  country  towards  her,  and 
that  the  treatment  they  had  expe- 
rienced from  mmifters,  by  no  means 
accorded  with  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
parliimenc  of  Great  Biitaia,^  but 
was  folely  imputable  to  the  crimi. 
nal  condud  of  the,  king's  fervants. 


It  was  evident  that  the  lords  in 
adminiitration  wilhed  merely  to  get 
rid  of  the  motion,  without  being 
at  all  difpofed  to  enter  deeply  into 
its  fubjed,  or  to  difcufs  the  vari- 
ous quetUons  which  arofe  from  it. 
The  debate  on  their  fide  was  more 
dry  than    ufual.     This  was  attri- 
buted to  their  having  no  plan  in 
readinefs.    Their  referve  and  back- 
wardnefs   Continued,   notwithltand- 
ing  the  call  made  upon  them,  thro* 
the    marked    part    taken    by  Earl 
Gower,  late  prefident  of  the  coua- 
cil,    which    contained    exprelfions 
of  a    nature  unufually  ftrong,  and 
infinitely    the    ftronger,  as  coming 
from  one  fo  lately  of  their  own  ca- 
binet,  and   by  no   means  difpofed 
to  a^  in   oppofition    to  the  court. 
Even  this  did  not  oblige  them  to 
quit  that  defenfive  plan,  in  which 
for    the    prefent    they    entrenched 
themfelves. 

That  noble- earl  faid  that  he 
fhould  vote  againft  the  motion  j 
although  there  did  not  exift  a  fingle 
doubt  in  his  mind,  that  the  cen- 
fure it  contained  was  not  well 
founded  ;  and  that  his  motive  for 
afting  fn  direftly  contrary  to  his 
opinion,  was  founded  entirely  upon 
the  great  refpeft  with  which  he  re- 
garded the  decifions  of  that  houfe. 
The  men  who  were  the  objed:  of 
public  cenfure,  had  required  a  few' 
days-  for  their  exculpation,  and  the 
wifdom  and  dignity  of  parliament 
forbid  their  being  refufed  the  Ihort 
time  which  they  defired  for  that 
purpoie.  He  was,  for  his  own 
part,  fully  convinced,  that  the 
charge  of  negleft  urged  againft 
them,  was  ftridtly  true,  though 
not  yet  quite  evident.  Things 
were  not  yet  ripe  for  proof,  but 
they  would,  he  ventured  to  fay, 
be  ihortly  fo.     He  had  the  good 

fortune 
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fortune  to  unite  the  houfe  laft  fef- 
fion,  upon  the  terms  of  the  addiefs 
to  the  throne  ;  and  was  in  hopes, 
that  fomething  efredual  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ireland  would  have  arifen 
from  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
their  lordlhips,  in  the  amendment 
which  he  then  had  the  honour  to 
propofe.  If  nothing  had  iince 
been  done  for  the  relief  of  that 
country,  he  affured  the  houfe  it 
waff  not  owing  to  any  fault  of  his ; 
he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  keep  his  word  ;  he  was 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  had 
folemnly  pledge  himfelf  to  their 
lordfhips ;  he  thought  himfelf  then 
fully  competent  to  the  engage- 
ment ;  but  he  muft  now  in  his  own 
juftificalion  declare,  that  his  efforts 
had  proved  totally  fruitlefs.  It 
ivas  not  in  his  power,  nor  in  the 
power  of  any  individual,  to  have 
eifedled  the  intended  purpofe. 

The  noble  earl  obferved,  that 
he  had  prefided  for  fome  years  at 
the  council-table  ;  and  that  he  had 
feen  fuch  things  pafs  of  late,  that 
too  man,  of  honour  or  confcience 
could  any  longer  fit  there.  The 
times  were  fuch  as  called  upon 
(every  man  to  fpeak  out:  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  at  pre- 
fent,  parcicularly  required  fincerity 
and  adivity  in  council.  He  was 
confi(ient,  that  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  equal  to  the  danger- 
ous confederacy  formed  againft  us  ; 
but  to  profit  by  thofe  refources,  to 
give  fbccefs  to  thofe  abilities,  ener. 
gy  and  effeft  muft  be  reiiored  to 
government. 

Such  charges  or  declarations, 
coming  from  fuch  a  quarter,  and 
fo  authorized,  were  fufficiently  a- 
larming ;  and  it  feemed  nOt  a  lit- 
tle Angular,  that  they  did  not  bring 


out  a  fingle  word,  whether  of  ob- 
fervation  Or  reply,  on  the  fide  of 
adminillration. 

A  great  law  lord,  who  has  been 
long  fuppofed  to  be  higher  even  in 
favour  and  power  than  in  office; 
had,  in  the  laft  debate,  ftrongly 
recommended  a  coalition  and  union 
of  men  and  of  parties,  as  abfo- 
lutely  rteceflTary  to  the  falvation  of 
this  country,  in  its  pfefent  peril- 
ous circumftances  ;  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  v/ith  his  ufual  ability, 
by  a  reference  to  the  happy  efFeds 
which  proceeded  from  former  coa- 
litions, particularly  with  refped  to 
the  coming  in  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war.  The 
tenor,  however,  of  the  whole  pre- 
fent  debate  was  fuch,  as  Ihewed 
little  difpofition  to  fuch  a  coali- 
tion. 

The  qUel!Ion  being  put,  the 
motion  was  rejeded  on  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of , more  than  two  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  82  to  37. 

The  minifter  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  continually  prefTed, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  on  the 
fame  fubjed.  He  was  reminded  of 
a  general  obfervation,  fo  current 
without  doors  as  to  become  almoft 
proverbial,  that  miniilry  were  con- 
llantly  a  day  too  late  in  all  their 
meafures ;  that  what  fhould  be 
done  this  day  and  this  year,  was 
then  fully  pradicable,  and  capa- 
ble of  the  greateft  benefits,  was 
conftantly  deferred  to  the  next ; 
and  then  vainly  and  difgracefully 
attempted,  when  it  was  become 
utterly  impradicable*  Such,  they 
faid,  had  been  the  condud  of  go- 
vernment, in  every  one  ftep  it  took 
with  regard  to  America  ;  and  as 
America  was  loft  by  this  means,  fo 
would   Ireland,  if  fpeedy  and  cf- 

fedivc 
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feftive  meafures,  origiYiating  from 
decifive  counfels>  were  not  imme- 
diately adopted. 

Thus  doubly  prefTed  on  the  fub- 


upon,  and  could  not  thereibre  be 
communicated. 

In  a   few  days  after,  a  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  the  minifters  for  their 


jedl,  apparently  by  the  demands  of  condudl  and  negledl  with  refpedl  to 
oppofitidn,  and  in  reality  by  the  the  aiFairs  of  Ireland,  and  fimilar 
ftort  fupply   of  the  parliament  of    to  that  which  had  been   lately  re 


Ireland,  he  gave  notice  on  the 
day  of  that  debate  wliich  we  have 
juft  ftated,  that  he  would,  in  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  week,  move  for 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to 
enter  upon  that  bufinefs.  He  was 
then  llrongly  urged  to  give  the 
houfe    fome     information    of    the 


jeded  by  the  lords,  was  moved  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  p.  ^  , 
by  the  earl  of  Upper  ^^^'  °^"* 
Offory,  and  feconded  by  Lord 
Middleton.  As  the  attacks  on  the 
minilter  were  here  more  immedi- 
ately and  direftly  applied  than  in 
the  other  houfe,  fo  his  defence  or 


ground   which    he   intended  to  go    juftification,    including    of    courfe 


Upon  ;  at  leaft  fome  general  out- 
line or  idea  of  the  plan  which  he 
had  adopted  for  fettling  the  affairs 
of  Ireland.  He  was  warned,  on 
a  fubjeft  'of  fuch  vafl:  importance, 
to  lay  by,  what  they  termed,  all 
wonted  modes  of  concealment  and 
furprize  ;  not  to  confider  it  as  a 
party  matter  ;  to  remember,  that 
in    a  bufinefs  of  fuch  magnitudcj 


that  of  his  colleagues,  was  more 
fully  entered  into  ;  and  was  in  fadt 
very  ably  eondufted* 

In  the  firft  place  it  was  contend-: 
ed,/that  the  diftreffes  and  miferies 
of  Ireland  could  not  with  juftice 
be  attributed  to  the  prefent,  or  to 
any  late  minifters  of  this  country ; 
that  her  grievances  originated  ma- 
ny years  fince  in  the  general  fyfteia 


and  including  the  moft  effential  in-  of  our  trade  laws;   that  the  reitric 

terefts  of  both   kingdoms,   it   was  tions  then  laid  on,    arofe   from  % 

ricceffary  that  gentlemen  Ihould  be  narrow,    fliort-fighted    policy ;     a 

fully  prepared,  by  the  pofleffion  of  policy,  which  though  conceived  in 

every  degree  of  previous  informa-  prejudice,    and    founded   on   igno 


tion,  to  enter  coolly,  deliberately, 
and  decilively  into  the  fubjeft. 
Particularly,  that  the  minifter's 
plan  "or  fyftem  fnould  not  be  dif- 
graced,   by  any  doing,  and  undo 


rance>  was  fo  llrengthened  by 
time,  and  confirmed  by  the  habits 
of  a  century,  that  it  feemed  at. 
length  wrought  into,  and  become 
a  pari    of    our    very  conlHtution. 


ing,  holding  out  and  recanting,  or    That  the  prejudices  on  that  ground 


appearance  of  trick  and  chicanery, 
in  its  progrefs  through  the  houie. 
The  minifter  found  the  calls  for  an 
explanation,  which  he  was  not 
prepared    to   give,  fo  urgent,  and 


were  fo  ftrong,  both  within  the 
houfe  and  without,  that  tf^e  at- 
tempts made  in  two  preceding  (ef- 
fions,  only  to  obtain  a  moderate 
relaxation   of  the  reftriftions  with 


his  non-compliance    produftive    of    which "~  that    country    was     bound. 


fo  much  obfervation  and-  refledicn, 
that  he  was  at  length  under  a  fort 
of  neceffity  of  acknowledging,  that 
the  plan  was  not  as  yet  finally  agreed 
Vol.  XXm. 


metwith  the  moil  determined  op- 
pofition ;  the  few  who  undertook 
that  invidious  talk,  found  them- 
felves  obliged  to  encounter  preju- 
l£]  dice 
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dice  without,  petitions  and  cqun- 
fel  at  the  bar,  and  to  be  at  length 
overborne  by  numbers  within  the 
houfe.  It  was  then  evident,  that 
the  houfe  was  at  thofe  times  averfe 
to  the  affording  of  any  favour  to 
Ireland,  which  could  either  inter- 
fere with  our  trade  laws,  or  affedl 
certain  branches  of  our  commerce 
or  manufaftures ;  nor  did  it  fig- 
nify,  whether  this  temper  proceed- 
ed from  the  common  prejudice,  or 
from  the  attention  which  they  paid 
to  the  defires  and  wilhes  of  their 
conftituents,  the  operation  and  ef- 
fed  in  either  cafe  were  juft  the 
fame.  Thus,  he  faid,  minifters 
were  fully  exculpated  from  two  of 
the  principal  charges  brought  a- 
gainft  them.  It  was  demonftrable, 
that  they  had  no  ihare  whatever, 
in  drawing  on  the  calamities  of 
Ireland  ;  and  it  was  as  clearly  evi- 
dent, that  it  was  not  in  their  pow- 
er to  have  afforded  that  timely  re- 
drefs  to  her  grievances,  a  foppofed 
or  imputed  negledt  in  which,  has 
been  made  the  ground  of  fo  much 
ingenious,  but  unfounded,  and 
therefore  unjuft  inveftive. 

The  two  main  pillars  of  the  mo- 
fion,  he  faid,  were.firft  the  charge 
againfl  minifters,  of  not  effeftively 
following  up  the  addrefs  of  the 
nth  of  May,  by  continuing  the 
fitting  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
until  redrefs  was  afforded  to  Ire- 
land ;  and  fecondly,  the  charge  of 
negligence  fince  the  prorogation, 
in  their  not  having  framed  a  pro- 
per plan  for  that  purpofe  during 
the  interim,  fo  as  to  be  ready  im- 
mediately to  lay  it  before  parlia- 
ment at  the  meeting.  To  thefe, 
«  he  faid,  a  number  of  anfwcrs  were 
at  hand,  a  few  of  which  would  be 
fully  concliifive.  The  Britifli  par- 
liament did  not  rife  until  the  3d  of 


July,  after  a  fitting  of  more  thaif 
feven  months.  Nobody  can  have 
yet  forgotten  the  alarming  and 
dangerous  ftate  of  public  affairs 
during  the  lall  fummer.  The  gen- 
tlemen in  oppofition  have  already 
taken  care  fufficiently  to  remind 
us,  that  the  enemy  were,  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  mafters  of  our 
coafts  and  of  the  channel.  De- 
fcents  and  invafion  were  every  day 
expedled,  and  long  threatened.  A 
very  great  number  of  the  members 
of  both  houfes  mull  of  neceflity 
have  been  drawn  away  to  join  their 
regiments,  and  to  a^t  in  tlie  de- 
fence of  their  country.  Thofe 
even  who  held  no  commands  in  the 
militia  or  army,  would  have  deem- 
ed their  prefence  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary,  in  thoie  places ,  where 
their  fortunes  and  interefts  lay. 
Could  it  then  have  been  confiftent 
with  propriety,  with  reafon,  or 
with  fafety,  to  have  kept  parlia- 
ment fitting  at  fuch  a  period  ? 

But  if  this  neceffity,  arifmg  from 
danger  and  the  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs, had  not  even  exifted,  ftill  it 
would  have  been  highly  unfitting, 
and  might  have  been  attended  with 
obvious  ill  confequences,  for  the 
Britifti  parliament  to  have  at  all  en- 
tered upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
until  they  were  properly  informed, 
what  the  nature  of  her  wants  and 
the  extent  of  her  demands  were ; 
as  it  was  from  thefe  circumftances 
only,  that  any  true  judgment  could 
be  formed,  as  to  the  meafure  of 
relief  which  it  would  be  fitting  to 
afford  to  that  country.  Now  as 
this  knowledge  could  only  be  pro- 
perly obtained  from  the  Irifh  par- 
liament, which  every  body  knows 
was  not  then  fitting,  every  fhadow 
of  blame  againft  the  minifters,  with 
refpe^  to  the  prorogation,  vaniJhcs 

of 
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of  courfe.  The  fame  ftatement  of 
fadls  and  arguments,  goes  equally 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  iecond 
principal  charge  laid  againft  the 
minillers,  of  negligence  with  re- 
fpedl  to  Ireland  during  the  recefs, 
as  likewife  to  that  other,  of  their 
not  having  affembled  the  Britiih 
parliament,  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Irilh.  For  if  it  was  un- 
fitting (which  furely  would  not  be 
denied)  for  the  Britifh  parliament 
to  enter  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
until  thev  were  in  pofTeifion  of  thofe 
data,  which  were  neceffary  to  re- 
gulate their  meafures,  and  to  af- 
ford matter  for  eftablifhing  their 
judgment,  it  maft  have  been  much 
more  fo  for  his  majefty's  fervants 
to  venture  in  the  dark  upon  a  bu- 
finefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im- 
portance ;  and  the  afTembling  of 
the  Britifti  parliament  before  tilie 
Irilh.  would  have  been  abfurd,  when 
they  mull  neceffarily  wait  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  latter. 

But  by  convening  the  Irilh  par- 
liament firft,  the  ientiments  of  that 
people,  properly  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  their  rcprefenta- 
tives,  was  now  fully  underftood. 
The  queftion  of  policy  with  re- 
gard to  that  country,  and  brought 
forward  under  the  moil  unquef- 
tionable  authority,  was  now  laid 
fairly  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
Britiih  legiflature ;  and  all  they 
had  now  to  confider  was,  how  far 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  comply 
with  the  requefts  made  by  Ireland ; 
and  with  what  terms  and  condi- 
tions it  might  be  thought  proper  to 
charge  the  favours  granted.  The 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  undergone 
a  great  and  happy  change  with  re- 
fpedl  to  that ;  prejudice  had  worn 
off  both  within   doors   and    with- 


out ;  and  parliament  could  not  now 
confer  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
Ireland,  which  would  not  meet 
with  general  approbation. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  drew  from 
the  various  premifes  which  he 
ilated,  the  following  conclufions— 
That  the  prefent  miniilers,  inftead 
of  being  inimical  to  Ireland,  or 
inattentive  to  her  interefls,  had 
been  her  bell  and  warmeft  friends 
— That  they  had  done  more  for  her 
than  all  their  predecelTors  during  a 
century  pad. — That  not  only  the 
nation  at  large,  but  parliament, 
were,  until  now,  adverfe  to  the 
granting  any  conceffions  to  Ire- 
land, which  could  afford  her  either 
content  or  redrefs — And  that  con- 
fequently,  if  any  blame  was  due 
for  not  affording  more  early  relief 
to  Ireland;  it  was  imputable  only 
to  the  prejudices  and  temper  of  the 
people  and  parliament  of  this 
country,  and  not  by  any  means  to 
the  minifters;  who,  as  they  had 
no  fhare  in  the  caufes  of  her  dif- 
treffes,  were  equally  guilrlefs  as  to 
their  continuance. 

'I'his  Hate  of  things,  and  the  ar- 
guments arifing  from,  or  by  which 
it  was  accompanied,  were  oppofed, 
and  attempted  to  be  invalidated  by 
the  oppofition.  They  reprobated 
in  terms  of  high  indignation  the 
imputation  of  prejudice  laid  to 
that  houfe ;  by  which  minifters, 
they  faid,  according  to  their  now 
eflabiiihed,  but  daring  pradtice,  at- 
tempted to  father  all  their  own 
blunders  and  mifdemeanors  on 
parliament.  They  laughed  at  the 
pretended  weaknefs  and  ineflici* 
ency  with  refpedl  to  the  tranfadions 
of  that  houfe,  which  minifters  now 
affeded,  in  order  thereby  to  Ihield 
their  own  negleft  with  refpedl  to 
Ireland.      The  minifter  upon  thi? 
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occafion  is  reprcfented  as  a  man  of 
ftraw,  a   creature    deftitute    of   all 
confequence  and  efficacy,  who  on- 
ly attends  as  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  hoiife,  merely  to  hear  and  re- 
ceive with  reverential  awe  the  de- 
crees of  parliament.      The   noble 
miniller  has  not  affumed  any  part 
of   this     delicacy   upon    occafions, 
when   it   would  have   been  highly 
becoming  in  him,   and  of  infinite 
advantage  to  his  country.     In  fuch 
cafes,  ,he  has  paid  as  little  regard 
to  popular  clamour  or  cenfure  with- 
out  doors,  as.  to  reafon   or  argu  - 
ment  within.     If  a  fcheme  is   me- 
ditated for  depriving  all  the  free- 
holders in  England  of  the  nobleft 
portion  of  their  birthright;  if  the 
chartered   rights     of    the    greateft 
commercial  company  in  the  univerfe 
are  to  be  violently  invaded,  and  all 
parliamentary   faith    at" one   ftroke 
annihilated  ;  or  if  a  great  quarter 
of  the    world,    if  thirteen  nations, 
are   to   be  at  once  llripped  of  all 
that  is  worth  the  conhderation  and 
value    of    mankind,    of    all    thofe 
rights   which    they   inherited    from 
their   ancellors,    and  even  of    the 
means  of  exiftence  ;    on  any,  and 
on  all  of  thefe  occafions,  the  mi- 
nifter  Hands  forth  in  all  the  fulnefs 
of    his    power.     He   leads    on  '  his 
jnajorities  of  two  or  three  to  one, 
in   all  cue  eafy  pride  and  confcious 
triumph   of    afl'ured    viflory.       He 
boalls  of  ihem  as  appendages  to  his 
own   inherent  merit;  and  tells  you 
gravely,    that    government    coold 
not  fubfift,  without   fuch  an   over- 
ruling influence,  and  fo  decifive  a 
power.       But  if  the   nature  of  the 
fervice  is    changed,  and  that  he  is 
called  from   the  fuccelsful  works  of 
deltrudion,  to  the  falvation  of  ore 
kingdom,    by   the    prefervation    of 
another,  he  iinks  at  once  into  ao^ 


thing,  and  has  not  authority  or  in- 
fluence left,  fufficient  for  the  open- 
ing of  a  turnpike  gate.  So  that  inr 
faft  it  appears,  as  if  the  powers  of 
government  only  exilled  in  their 
contact  with  evil,  but  inflantly  loft 
their  efficacy  when  applied  to  any 
good  purpofe. 

They,    however,   abfolutely   de- 
nied, that  the   minifter    had   been 
paflive,    neutral,    or    inefficacious, 
with  refpefl  to   the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  on  the  contrary  feverely 
charged    him,   with   having,    very 
unfortunately      for      this    country, 
taken  a  very  aflive  part  in  that  bu- 
iinefs  in  the  preceding  feflion.     For 
a  bill  having   been  brought  iu  to 
afi^ord  fome   relief  to   Ireland,  by 
admitting  the  dired  importation  of 
fugars  for    their  own  confumption, 
and  he,  as  they  faid,  having  for  a 
time  fuffered  things  to  take   their 
natural   courfe    in  that  houfe,   tha 
bill  was  accordingly    (as  all  mat- 
ters ever  would  be  under  the  fame 
circumftances)    coolly   and   delibe- 
rately  canvaiied    and    debated   in 
all   its   parts  ;    and  without   being 
overwhelmed    by    thofe    extraordi- 
nary prejudices  which  are  now  pre- 
tended, and  without  its  being  fup- 
ported  by  any  powerful  influence, 
worked  its  way,  by  the  flrength  of 
its    own   intriniic    merit,     through 
repeated    divifions,    until    it    had 
nearly  arrived  at  the  lafl;  ftage  of 
its  progrefs.     But  at  that  inaufpi- 
cious  ntoment,  the  minifter  having 
by  fome  means  been  rouzed  from 
his  flumber,    mt)ft    unhappily    re- 
fumed  his  aftivity  ;  and   departing 
at  once  from  that  neutrality  which 
he    had     hitherto   profeiled,    cam* 
down  in    all  the    power,  and   (ur- 
rounded  with  all  the  inftruments  of 
office,  in  order  to  defeat  the  mea- 
fure.      He    accordingly    fucceeded 
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in  throwing  out  the  bill  ;  but,  as  a 
proof  how  little  prejudice  had  to 
do  ia  the  bufinels^  his  majority 
upon  this  occafion  was  fo  totally 
difproportioned  to  thofe  which  at- 
tended his  Iteps  upon  others,  that  a 
vidory  upon  fuch  terms  feemed 
fome  fort  of  degradation.  It  was 
to  be  acknowledged,  that  the  bill, 
in  itfelf,  was  not  of  much  value, 
and  would  have  afforded  but  a 
fcanty  meafure  to  Ireland  of  that 
relief  which  ftie  wanted  ;  but  the 
time,  manner,  and  circumftances 
of  a  favour,  frequently  ftamp  a 
greater  value  upon  it  than  it  inhe- 
rently poflefles  ;  and  the  paffing  of 
the  bill  at  that  time,  would  evi- 
dently have  produced  very  happy 
confequences,  and,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure, if  not  entirely,  have  pre- 
vented all  the  mifchiefs  and  dan- 
gers which  have  fince  taken  place 
with  refpeft  to  that  country.  But, 
on'  the  contrary,  when  the  people 
of  Ireland  faw  that  the  miniiler 
had  thus  openly  fet  his  face  diredb- 
ly  againft  them  ;  and  found  after, 
that  every  effort  in  their  favour 
was  rendered  abortive  by  his  influ- 
ence or  management,  until  they 
faw  themfelves  at  length  totally 
abandoned  by  the  xifmg  of  the  Bri- 
jifh  parliament ;  it  was  no  wonder 
then  {hat  they  (hould  become  def- 
perate ;  and  that  they  Ihculd  feek 
in  themfelves  for  ihe  means  of  that 
redrefs,  which  they  found  denied 
both  to  favour  and  to  juftice.  The 
only  matter  of  admiration  now, 
and  which  does,  ihem  the  highelt 
honour  as  a  people,  is,  that  tiiey 
have  not  yet  proceeded  to  ftill 
greater  extremities,  and  that  their 
demands  are  not  abundantly  more 
exorbitant  than  they  yet  appear. 
But  their  demands  mull  be  rejefted 
with  the  fame  degree  of  fcom  with 


which  thofe  of  America  were 
treated,  before  they  can  think  of 
following  that  example. 

Minilters,  they  faid,  bcafled, 
that  the  diftreffes  of  Ireland  had 
not  originated  with  them.  It  ^ 
would  be  readily  admitted,  tha  ifhe 
was  not  without  grievances,  pre-  " 
vious  to  the  fatal  period  of  their 
adminillration ;  but  her  immediate 
calamities  fprung  principally  from 
the  grand  iburce  of  all  our  evils 
and  dangers,  from  their  own  Ame- 
rican war.  ^y  that  Ireland,  like 
England,  loft  a  valuable  part  of 
her  commerce,  with  lefs  ability  to 
fupport  the  lofs  ;  and  the  corrupt 
expences  of  a  feeble  government 
increafed,  as  all  the  means  of  fup- 
plying  them  diminifhed. 

But  if  minillers,  faid  they,  did 
not  adminifter  relief  to  Ireland 
themfelves,  they  may  with  juftice 
boaft,  that  they  inftrudted  her  in 
the  means  of  obtaining  effeftual 
redrefs.  In  fail,  they  taught  Ire- 
land by  example,  from  their  own 
condu<5l  and  that  of  America,  every 
thing  ihe  had  to  do.  They  had 
convinced  her,  that  no  extent  of 
affedUon  or  fervice  to  this  country 
could  entitle  her  either  to  favour 
or  juftice.  But  they  ftiewed  her  at 
tJie  fame  time,  in  a  ftriking  in- 
ftance,  the  bertefits  to  be  derived 
from  a  bold  and  determined  refift- 
ance.  They  taught  her  to  didate 
to  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
England  the  terms  of  their  future 
union.  America,  for  her  revolt, 
had  a  profufion  of  favours  held  out 
to  her.  Every  thing  fhort  of  no- 
minal independency  had  been  of- 
fered. Such  was  the  reward  of 
rebellion.  The  reward  of  loyalty, 
and  of  long  forbearance  under  ac- 
cumulated oppreffion  and  internal 
diftrefs,    Ihe  had  hcrfelf  jult  ^-xpe- 
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fenced,  in  the  refufal  of  fo  fmall 
a  favour  as  the  importation  of  her 
own  fuoars.  Ireland,  accordingly, 
profited  of  the  example ;  and  de- 
termined not  to  render  vain  the 
wifdom,  nor  to  difappoint  the 
good  intentions  of  minillers. 

She  alfo  enters  into  her  com- 
mercial and  military  affociations. 
5he  alfo,  adhering  ftriftly  to  the 
.  line  in  all  Its  parts,  holds  the 
faith  and  integrity  of  govern- 
ment in  exadlly  the  fame  degree 
of  contempt,  which  has  been  fo 
long  and  fo  repeatedly  expreffed 
and  fhewn  by  the  Americans  ; 
and  which  indeed  was  hitherto 
prevented,  and  feems  ftill  to  fliut 
out  the  poffibility,  not  only  of 
any  reconcili<ition,  but  even  of 
peace,  with  that  people.  The 
Irifti  parliament  accordingly,  to 
fliew  her  total  diftruft  of  the  good 
faith  or  honefty  of  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, departs  from  her  own 
eftabli(hed  rules  and  mode  of  ac- 
tion, and  inflead  of  makirig  a 
provifion  for  two  years  as  ufual, 
pafTes  a  ihort  money  bill  for  fix 
months  only ;  thus  telling  you, 
in  plain  mercantile  language, 
that  your  charafter  is  fo  bad,  that 
you  cannot  be  trufted  for  more 
than  fix  month:,  credit  ;  and 
pointing  out  at  the  fame  time 
the  inevitable  conlequences  which 
mull  immediately  attend  your  re 
fufal  to  comply  with  her  de-i 
mands. 

Thus,  faid  they,  Ireland  has 
lilled  up  every  part  of  the  fyftem 
on  her  lidc,  but  there  feems  a 
ftrange  deiiciency  on  that  of  the 
miniiiers.  They  have  yet  neg- 
leded  to  hurl  the  thunders  of 
the  cabinet  agalnft  that  kingdom, 
as  they  had  done  before  again  It 
the  continent   of  America.    Dub- 


lin has  had  her  mob  and  riot,  as 
well  as  ill-fated  Bofton ;  yet  nei- 
ther her  port  has  been  fhut  up, 
nor  the  rioters  brought  over  here 
to  be  tried  by  an  Englifh  jury. 
No  alteration  has  even  taken 
place  in  the  ufual  mode  of  trials 
in  that  country  ;  their  popular 
meetings  and  popular  eleftions 
are  not  interrupted  ;  no  profcrip- 
tion  has  been  ifTued  againft  their 
leaders,  nor  has  that  kingdom 
been  declared  out  of  the  king'g 
peace  ;  we  fee  that  Corke  has 
ftill  efcaped  the  flames,  nor  do 
we  hear  that  Waterfbrd  is  yet 
reduced  to  afties.  Whence  then 
this  wonderful  departure  from 
the  grand  American  fyftem  ?  The 
anfwer,  they  faid,  was  plain  and, 
obvious.  This  change  of  fyftem 
proceeded  neither  from  lenity, 
humanity,  a  more  enlightened 
policy,  or  from  any  real  acceffion 
of  wifdom.  Ic  proceeded  from  the 
tremendous  appearance,  and  the 
real  dangers  of  the  prefent  awe^ 
ful  moment ;  thefe  had  compel- 
led infolence  and  arrogance  to 
give  way  to  fear  and  humilia-r 
tion.  Minifters  were  overpow^ 
ered,  aghaft,  and  aftonifhed,  in 
the  horrors  of  that  tempeft  which 
they  had  themfelves  raiied  ;  and 
this  drove  them  to  fuch  lengtV.s, 
as  to  defend,  and  to  reprefent  as 
prudent,  and  conftitutional,  thofe 
things,  which  they  confidered 
as  caufes  of  war  with  America, 
and  which  they  would  confider 
as  afts  of  rebellion  even  in  Eng- 
land. 

In  this-  fevere  and  farcaflic 
manner,  and  with  thefe  bitter 
parellels,  was  the  whole  of  -the 
miniiiers  defence  treated  by  op- 
pofition.  But  no  part  was  han- 
dled with    more  fpirit,    than    the 
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plea  for   not  affording  timely  re- 
lief to  Ireland,   becaufe   the   par- 
liament of   that  country  was   not 
then    fitting.      As   if   (they    faid) 
the   Britilh    legiflature  was    inca- 
pable  of  thinking  juftly,   or    ail- 
ing  rightly,    with    refpe^l   to    the 
commercial  iatsiefts  of  both  king- 
doms,  until   they   were   illuminat- 
ed by  thofe  beams  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  which  were  to  be   re- 
flected on  them  by  the  Irilh  par- 
liament.     If  the    charge  of  inca- 
pacity was  confined  to  the  minif- 
ters,   friends   and    foes,    all   man- 
kind,   they    faid,     would    readily 
concur     in      acknowledging      the 
jufinefs   of  the    application ;     but 
with  regard  to  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment,  the  refleftion  was  not  only 
jmcivil,   but  indeed    conftituted   a 
libel  of  a   new   and   fingular   na- 
ture.    They  faid,  it  was  entirely 
needlefs    to    take    the    trouble    of 
entering   at  all   into   the  qaeftion 
relative  to   the  neceflity  of  the  ri- 
iing  of  parliament;  for  there  had 
been    more    than    fufficient    time, 
between  the   nth  of  May,  when 
the  bufinefs  was   firll  brought   be- 
fore  them,   and   the    3d  of  July, 
when  the  prorogation  took   place, 
to  have  done  every  thing  that  was 
then   neceffary  with  relpeft  to  the 
affairs   of  Ireland.       But    if    they 
would  not  forward,  why  did  they 
oppofe  the  relief?  Minillers  them- 
felves,    faid     they,    acknowledge, 
that  one  half  of  what  muft    now 
be  yielded  to  heland,  would  then 
have    afforded    fatisfadlion.     What 
atonement  can  they  then  make,  to 
their  fovereign,  to  parliament,  or  to 
their   country,   for   reducing   them 
to    the  hard   alternative,  of  either 
facrificing    the    fupreme    authority 
of.  the    Britifh    legiflature,    by    a 
compel'ii  i  compliaoce  with  all  the 


demands  of  Ireland,  or  of  being 
driven  to  the  direful  neceflity  of 
opening  another  civil  war,  when 
we  are  already  furcharged  by 
France,  Spain,  and  America  ? 

On    the    other   hand,   the    mi- 
niftry  endeavoured  to  turn  the  ta- 
bles   on    the    oppofition.       Here, 
faid   they,    is    the   uniform   courfe 
oppofition  faithfully    holds,    with- 
out any   deviation  from   the  efta- 
bliflaed     precedents    of    all    their 
forefathers     in      faction.        Com- 
pulfion,    conceffion,    things   done, 
or  things  left  undone,  are  alike  a 
fubjeft  of  clamour.      If  meafures 
of  vigour   for    fupport    of  autho- 
rity  are   adopted,  a  cry  is  raifed 
as   if  tyranny  were   going   to  be 
eftabliflied.      If,    for   the    fake   of 
peace,  conceffions  are  to  be  made, 
the/i  the  dignity  of  the   nation  is 
faciiiiced.     If  meafures  are  prompt 
and  fpirited,  the   miniftry  are  ac- 
cufed    of   precipitation;     if    they 
are   maturely   weighed   and  confi- 
dered,  then  the  charge  is  timidity, 
irrefolution,     and     procraftination. 
Finding    it    impoffible     to    pleafe 
thefe   gentlemen,   they  woujd  dif- 
charge      their     confciences^      and 
would  do  what  they  trufted  would 
be  both  pleafing  and  beneficial  to 
England  and  Ireland.     That,  the 
loyalty   of  that    country   was   top 
clear  to  be  ihaken  by  all    the  en- 
deavours   of  factions   either  there 
or  here ;    although  attempts  were 
not    wanting,    by   comparing   her 
cafe  to  that  of  America,  to  bring 
on  the  like  confufions  in  Ireland. 
The    armaments   in   Ireland  were 
folely    direfted    againft   the   comr 
mon  enemy ;  and  they  knew  that 
the    conceffions   which    would    be 
propofed   (and  they    hoped  adopt- 
ed) in  parliament,  as  they  would 
be   adequate    to   the    neceffities  of 
[E\  4  Ireland, 
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Ireland,   would   be   fatisfaftory  to 

her   wiflies.       If    they   were   not, 

toth  nations  would   know   who  to 

thank  for  the  confequences.     The 

minifters  had  long  ?jad  inveterate 

prejudices    to    deal    with    in   this 

kingdom,  which   obliged  them  to 

defer      relief     to     Ireland,     until 

England  faw  the  propriety  of  it. 

When    fuch   prejudices   prevailed, 

it  was  neceffary  perhaps  that  fome 

inconveniences      fhould      be      felt 

from    the    prevalence    of    fimilar 

prejudices    in    others,    and    thus, 

that  the  oppofite   paffions   of  men 

ballancing      each      other,     might 

bring   them   all  at  length  to  rea- 

fon.     Hiltory  confirmed  this  prin- 
ciple ;  and   it  has  been  feldom  or 

ever  known,  that  one    narrow  felf- 

jnterefl:  in  Hates  has  been  got  the 

better  of,  but  in  the  conflitl  with 

fome  other.     It  would  be  hard  to 

inake  the  prefent  minifters  anfwer- 

able    for    the    natural    courfe    of 

things. 

The  debates  were  long,  vari- 
ous, and  interefting.  All  the  wit, 
ability,  and  eloquence  of  the  op- 
pofition,  were  thrown  out  without 
meafure  or  referve  again fl;  the  mi- 
nillers.  On  their  lide,  they  ex- 
erted themfelves  much  more 
than  they  had  done  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  The  two  great  lead- 
ers and  fpeakers  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  in  that  houfe  took  a  large 
fliare  in  the  debate,  and  were  as 
wfual  diltinguifhed.  The  appear- 
ance of  Mr.  Fox,  after  his  reco- 
very from  the  wound  which  he 
had  received  in  the  late  duel,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fomething  that  had 
fallen  from  him  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  feffion,  afforded  matter  of 
piuch  general  curiofity  ;  and  that 
incident  feemcd  now  to  have  pro- 
4^qcd  a  renovation,    rather    than 


any  detraftion  of  his   former  fpi-. 
rit. 

The  queftion  being  put  at  half 
after  twelve  o'clock,  the  motion 
was  rejedled,  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  173,  to  100. 

An  unexpedled  motion  , 
made  on  the  following  dayjby  '  * 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  brought  on 
a  confiderable  debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  noble  duke  having 
ftated  the  vaft  combination  of  force 
which  was  formed  againft  this 
country,  which  was  left  without- 
friend  or  ally ;  the  fufpicious  or 
unfavourable  appearance  of  fome 
powers  who  were  not  in  declared 
enmity,  and  the  total  indiffe-i 
rence,  at  beft,  of  all  others;  then 
entered  into  a  detailed  ftatement 
of  our  prefent  vaft  military  efta- 
blilhments  by  fea  and  land ; 
which,  including  the  late  aug- 
mentation of  above  20,000  men 
to  the  land  force,  would  not  fall 
jnuch  ihort,  he  (hewed,  in  both 
departments,  of  300,000  men. 
He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it 
would  exceed  the  ability  of  any 
power  whatever  in  Europe,  to 
fupport,  for  any  continuance, 
this  prodigious  force,  by  fea  and 
land,  at  the  enormous  expence 
which  it  created  to  this  country. 
Without  at  'all  taking  into  the  ac- 
count, that  the  commercial  loffes 
of  this  country,  including  thofe 
of  all  kinds  which  proceeded  from 
the  defeftion  of  her  colonies,  far 
exceeded  in  extent,  what  coul4 
well  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  ftate. 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  ftate  of  our  refources,  and 
laid  down  the  attual  expences  of 
the  war.  Hp  ihewed,  by  a  num-r 
ber  of  calculations,  that  if  the 
war  only   continued  to  the  end  of 
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the  enfuing  year,  and  was  only  fupport  of  the  war.  How  dif- 
to  confume  the  provifion  which  ferent  was  the  conduft  in  this 
parliament  was  now  making  country.  Inftead  of  any  at- 
for  its  fupport,  it  would,  by  tempt  towards  the  pradice,  or 
that  time,  complete  ans  addition  even  any  profelTion  or  pretence  o^ 
from  its  beginning,  of  fixty-three  osconomy,  our  expenditure  was 
millions  to  the  fornier  national  fo  fhamefuUy  lavilh,  as  to  fur- 
debt  ;  the  whole  then  amounting  pafs  all  recorded  example  of  walle 
to  very  little  (hort  of  two  hundred  and  mifmanagement,  in  the  weak- 
millions.  And,  that  as  the  mi-  ell  and  raoft  corrupt  governments, 
nifter  had  given  on  an  average  Our  aftairs  were  now,  howe- 
aboat  fix  per  cent,  for  the  new  ver,  he  faid,  arrived  at  fuch  a 
debt,  the  {landing  interefl  of  the  point  of  dillrefs  and  danger,  as 
whole  would  net  amount  to  lefs  laid  us  under  an  -abfolute  neceffi- 
than  eight  millions  fterling  an-  ty  of  recurring  to  that  never- 
nually ;  a  tribute,  to  the  pay-  failing  fource  of  wealth,  oecono- 
ment  of  which,  all  the  landed  my.  We  could  not  otherwife 
property  in  England  was  to  be  hope  to  work  out  our  national 
for  ever  mortgaged.  falvation.  It  mull  begin  fome- 
Such,  he  faid,  would  be  the  where,  and  in  fo  trying  a  fcafoa 
ftate  of  this  country  with  refpeft  as  the  prefent,  he  could  not  but 
to  its  finances  at  the  clofe  of  the  be  of  opinion,  that  the  example 
following  year ;  and  it  would  Ihould  come  from  the  fovereign. 
only  be  better  by  twelve  milli-  It  would  then  have  a  great  and 
ens,  were  peace  to  be  concluded  general  effect ;  and  he  could  not 
at  tht  inflant  he  was  fpeaking.  doubt,  that  after  fuch  a  begin- 
Under  fo  vait  a  burthen,  an  ex-  ning,  there  was  one  of  their  lord- 
penditure  conftantly  increafing,  ihips,  who  would  not  chearfuUy 
and  which  already  exceeded  all  relinquifli  fuch  a  part  of  their 
meafure  and  example,  the  moft  public  emolumerits,  as  his  ma- 
exaft  and  rigid  public  oeconomy,  jefty  might  think  proper  to  're- 
along  with  the  moft  liberal  exer-  commend.  The  example  would 
tions  of  public  fpirit,  were  abfo-  go  Hill  tarther.  It  would  fpread 
lutely  neceffary  for  our  preferva-  through  the  different  departments 
tion.  Our  formidable  neighbour  of  the  ftate ;  it  would  influence 
and  enemy  had  fet  us  the  exam-  the  condudl,  and  excite  the  public 
pie  of  oeconomy.  Whilft  the  En-  fpirit  of  individuals ;  and  it  would 
glifh  were  bent  down  to  the  earth  likewife,  in  its  effect,  tend  to  re- 
under  the  prefture  of  their  bur-  ftrain  that  boundlds  profufion  in 
thens,  and  the  induftry  of  our  the  public  expe-nciiture  which  at 
minifter  was  exhaufted,  in  mul-  prei'ent  prevailed.  He  did  not 
tiplying  new  and  vexatious,  but  with  to  abridge  the  crown  of  any 
unproduftive  objefts  of  taxation,  thing  which  was  necelJary  to  fiip- 
France,  through  the  ability  of  her  port  its  fplendour  and  dignity, 
minifter,  by  a  judicious  reform  in  He  was  ce<;tain  his  intended  mo- 
the  colledtion  and  expenditure  of  tion  could  not  at  ail  produce  that 
her  finances,  had  not  yet  laid  a  effed.  Parliament  ha4,  a  few 
fjngle  tax  on  her  people  for  the  years  before,  augmented  the  civil 
-  lill 
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lift  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
900,000!.  a  year.  His  motion 
could  go  no  farther,  in  its  utmoft 
prefumed  extent,  than  to  bring  it 
again  to  that  ftate,  in  which  both 
the  honour  and  fplendour  of  the 
crown  had  been  welj  fupported, 
in  much  happier  times  and  more 
jjrofperous  feafons. 

He  accordingly  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  following  purport — 
To  be  eech  his  majefty  to  refledl 
en  the  manifold  dillrefles  and  dif- 
ficulties, in  which  this  country 
is  involved,  and  too  deeply  felt  to 
fiand  in  need  of  enumeration— 
To  reprefent,  that  amidft  the 
xnany  and  various  matters  that  re- 
quire reformation,  and  muft  un- 
dergo correflion,  before  this  coun- 
try can  rife  fuperior  to  its  power- 
ful enemies,  the  wafte  of  public 
trcafuxe  requires  inftant  remedy- 
That  profufion  is  not  vigour ;  and 
that  it  is  become  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  adopt  that  true  ceco- 
xjomy,  which,  by  reforming  all 
nfelefs  expences,  creates  confi- 
dence in  government,  gives  ener- 
gy to  its  exertions,  and  provides 
the  means  for  their  continuance. 
— Humbly  to  fubmit  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  a  confiderable  reduc- 
tion of  the  civil  lift,  would  be  an 
example  well  worthy  his  majefty's 
paternal  affeftion  for  his  people, 
and  his  own  dignity ;  could  not 
fail  of  diiFufing  its  influence 
through  every  department  of  the 
ftate,  and  would  add  true  luflre 
to  his  crown,  from  the  grateful 
feelings  of  a  diftreffed  people.—^ 
And,  to  aflure  his  majefty,  that 
this  Houfe  will  readily  concur  in 
promoting  fo  defirable  a  purpofe  ; 
and  that  every  one  of  its  members 
will  chearfully  fubmit  to  fuch  re- 
dudUon  of  emoliunenc  in  any  o&ce 


he  may  hold,  as  his  majefty  in 
his  royal  wifdom  may  think  pro- 
per to  make. 

The  lords  in  adminiftration 
agreed  in  general  with  the  noble 
duke,  as  to  the  reprefentation  of 
public  affairs  which  he  had  laid 
down  as  the  grounds  of  his  mo- 
tion. We  were  certainly  involv- 
ed in  a  dangerous  and  expenfive 
war,  and  obliged  to  contend  with 
one  of  the  moft  formidable  confe- 
deracies that  Europe  had  ever 
beheld.  They  likewife  acknow- 
ledged, that  there  had  been  fome 
want  of  ceconomy  during  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftration  ;  but  they  ra- 
ther confidered  this  circumftance 
as  incident  to  a  ftate  of  war,  than 
as  being  peculiar  to  the  minifters, 
Tliey,  however,  wiftitd,  that  a 
more  clear  and  fatisfadtory  man- 
ner was  adopted  in  ftating  the 
public  accounts,  and  that  the 
ftrideft  ceconomy  ftiould  be  prac- 
tifed  in  the  public  expenditure. 

But  they  oppofed  the  motion, 
with  refpeft  to  its  direct  and  prin- 
cipal objeft,  on  various  grounds; 
particularly  from  a  conviftion  that 
it  could  not  be  of  any  fervice, 
and  confidering  it  befides,  as  be- 
ing of  an  improper  tendency. 
The  mode,  they  faid,  was  totally 
inadequate  to  its  objeft,  of  extri- 
cating us  in  any  degree  from  our 
prefent  difficulties  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  conveyed  a  cenfure 
upon  the  former  pioceedings  of 
that  Houfe,  in  the  augmentation 
of  the  civil  lift.  It  was  incon- 
fiftent  and  unjuft  to  attempt  to 
withdraw  from  his  majefty  what 
had  been  fo  unanimoufly  granted 
to  him  by  parliament.  It  would 
be  paltry  and  mean  to  tax  the  fa- 
laries  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown  ; 
and  the  revenue  fo  raifed  vvoul4 

bs 
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be  trifling,  and  totally  incompe- 
tent to  any  of  the  great  purpofes 
of  national  expenditure,  if  we 
were  reduced  to  fuch  an  extremi- 
ty of  diftrefs  as  rendered  the  mea- 
fure  indifpenfably  neceflary,  let 
the  contributions  from  the  public 
benevolence  or  fpirit  be  general 
and  optional  ;  let  us  follow  the 
example  of  Holland  in  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation,  where  money  was  receiv- 
ed, without  any  fpecification,  in 
the  public  treafury,  and  without 
its  being  in  any  degree  account- 
able for. 

Whatever  fyftem  of  caconomy 
might  be  adopted,  it  fliouM  not 
by  any  means,  they  faid,  begin 
at  the  crown ;  the  fplendour  of 
which  (liould  at  all  events  be 
maintained,  as  including  in  it  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  em- 
pire. CEconomy  fliould  be  direc- 
ted to  the  various  departments 
which  were  connedled  with  the 
public  expenditure,  fo  that  their 
relpedlive  bufuiefs  might  be  pru- 
dently and  honeftly  adminiltered. 
They  were  all  interefted  in  fup- 
iporting  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
thp  crown  J  and  they  m"ft  all  par- 
take in  the  iatisfadion  of  that  in- 
creafe  of  the  royal  family,  which 
increai'ed  the  neceJTity  of  an  am- 
ple revenue,  Were  we  fallen  to 
that  deplorable  and  abjeft  Itate, 
to  be  under  a  neceflicy  of  publilh- 
ing  to  all  the  world,  that  we 
were  unable  to  continue  that  in- 
come which  we  had  fo  freely 
granted  to  his  majelly  ?  Such  a 
proceeding  would  fink  and  de- 
grade us  fo  much  in  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe,  that  inllead  of  afford- 
ing any  benefit,  it  would  be  pro- 
dudive  of  great  national  preju- 
dice, 


The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  law  encountered  the  motion, 
with  all  the  weight  of  his  own 
great  natural  abilities,  as  well  as 
with  that  refined  fubtilty  and 
acutenefs  of  argument,  which  may 
in  fome  degree  be  confidered  as 
profeffional.  He  a&ed,  who  knew 
of  thofe  -diftreffes  which  were  ftated 
in  the  motion  ?  How  were  they 
before  the  Houfe  f  From  what  in- 
veiligation  of  their  lordlhips,  as 
a  houfe  of  parliament,  was  fuch 
a  refult  drawn  }  Another  affertion, 
he  faid,  was  furely  of  too  mucht 
importance  to  be  hazarded  oa 
mere  fpeculation.  The  motion 
ftated  that  "  the  wafte  of  public 
treafure  recjuired  inftant  remedy." 
If  the  fad  were  fo,  the  depart- 
ment of  government  ought  to  be 
diredly  pointed  out,  in  which  the 
wafte  of  the  public  treafure  lay  ; 
otherwife  the  charge  was  unjuft, 
becaufe  it  applied  alike  to  all 
public  offices.  If  the  fad  were 
nbt  true,  the  injullice  was  mani- 
feftly  ftill  greater.  No  kind  of 
proof  had  been  offered ;  much 
lefs  had  the  fad  been  even  at- 
tempted to  be  eflablifhed  in  par- 
liamentary form.  Such  being  the 
cafe,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
how  far  it  would  be  decent,  hoW 
far  it  would  be  juft,  to  vote  an  ad- 
drefs,  which,  in  any  part  of  it,  con- 
tained a  general  and  undefined 
charge  againft  the  king's  fervants. 

As  to  the  main  propofitions, 
which  included  the  fubftance  of 
the  motion,  he  objeded.  to  the 
want  of  fpecification,  as  he  did 
to  the  defed  of  proof  with  refped 
to  the  preceding  affertions.  What 
was  to  be  under  flood  by  the  word? 
conjiderable  reduSiion  ?  Did  they 
fignify    a   moiety,  or    two   thirds 

of 


76]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


of  the  civil  lift  ?  What  minifter 
could,  under  fuch  a  direftion, 
venture  to  give  his  majefty  any 
counfel,  or  to  explain  to  him 
what  the  Houfe  defired  ?  But  he 
particularly  reminded  the  lords, 
that  if  the  motion  was  carried,  it 
could  not  enforce  the  advice,  it 
was  no  alft  of  parliament.  His 
majefty's  civil  lift  was  ellablifhed 
at  its  prefent  amount,  by  a  pofi- 
tive  aft  of  parliament.  He  con- 
cluded by  endeavouring  to  fhevv, 
that  the  objeft  of  the  addrefs,  if 
the  words  and  language  of  the 
.  motion  fairly  avowed  its  purpofe, 
was  both  inexpedient  and  imprac- 
ticable ;  if  it  were  intended  only 
as  a  covert  attack  upon  the  minis- 
ters, and  as  a  means  of  turtiing 
them  out*  of  office,  he  thought  ic 
would  be.  more  fair  and  more  ho- 
nourable, to  come  forward,  in  a 
more  explicit,  a  more  direft,  and 
a  moie  obvious  manner. 

The  lords  in  oppofition,  how- 
ever, fupported  the  motion  with 
great  vigour.  The  noble  earl, 
who  had  been  himfelf  the  mover 
of  the  late  addition  to  the  civil 
lift,  ftated  the  reafons,  why  he 
now  thought  a  retrenchment  of 
that  eftabliihment  to  be,  even, 
more  necefiary,  than  he,  at  that 
time,  did  its  increafe.  The  times 
were  unhappily  changed ;  the  li- 
tuation  of  this  country  was  totally 
different  ;  our  revenue  was  leflen- 
ed;  our  refources  greatly  exhauft- 
ed.  The  immenfe  iums  raifed 
upon  the  people  were  either  en- 
tirely diverted  from  their  purpofe, 
er  if  applied,  fquandered  without 
wifdom  or  efFe'ft.  With  a  vaft- 
uefs  of  fupply  before  unheard  of, 
and  a  prodigious,  but  milapplied 
and  ill  -  directed  force,  he  laid, 
tl^t  the  coaits  of  this  country  were 


more  expofed  and  defencelefs,  and 
her  dependericies  and  commerce  in 
every  part  of  the  world  worfe  pro- 
tefted,  than  ever  had  been  known 
in  any  former  war  whatever.  In 
a  word,  that  our  mifconduft  and 
mifgovernment  was  fo  glaring, 
that  this  country  excited  either 
the  pity  or  contempt  of  all  the 
world.  ^  We  were  become  defpi- 
cable  iu  the  eyes  of  our  avowed 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who 
had  not  yet  declared  themfelves 
fuch. 

It  was  only  regretted  on  that 
fide,  that  the  meafure  had  not 
originated  from  the  throne. 
Surely  they  faid,  if  his  majefty 
had  any  real  friends  about  him, 
they  would  not -fail  to  have  fug- 
geftcd  a  meafure,  which  would  fo 
effedually  have  conciliated  the 
affe£Uons  of  all  ranks  of  his  fub- 
je6ls  ;  who  admiring  it,  when 
coming  unfought  from  the  father 
of  his  people,  as  an  aft  of  the 
higheft  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
could  never  think  they  had  means 
fufiicient  for  exprefling  their  gra- 
titude. Queen  Anne  had  fet  the 
example,  iu  a  war  of  a  far  differ- 
ent nature  from  the'prefent ;  ftie 
had  the  good  fenfe  or  good  for- 
tune, during  all  the  bright  part 
of  her  reign,  to  be  guided  by 
wife  and  honeft  counfels ;  ftie  al- 
lotted icOjOOol.  a  year  of  her  pri- 
vate revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war ;  and  her  civil  lift  was  lower 
by  300,0001,  than  the  prefent  efta- 
bliihment. 

Other  lords  on  that  fide  went 
farther.  They  attributed  all  our 
misfortunes  and  calamities,  to  the 
long  increafing  and  now  prodi- 
gious influence  of  the  crown. 
They  confidered  the  augmenta^ 
tion   of  the   civil    lift,  as   having 

greatly 
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greatly    increafed    and   confirmed  cd    lord's    concurrence    with    the 

that  influence.      They  faid,    that  more    material    parts    of  the   ad- 

all  temporizing  expedients  to  re-  drefs,    they    would    undertake    to 

lieve  the  people  would  prove  in-  induce  the   noble  framer  to  with- 

efFedlual ;    that    a    reformation   of  draw  thofe  two  paffages  of  objec- 

the   conltitution    was    called    for ;  tion. 

that  its  principles  were  perverted  j         The    queftion    being    at   lengtk 

and  that  until   it  was  reftorefl   to  put,     the     motion    was     rejeded, 

its     native    and    original    purity,  upon  a  divifion,    by  a  majority  o( 

this  country   could   never    recover  forty-one,  the  numbers    being  77 

its    former  power    and   charafter,  to   36;    including   ten  proxies  oji 

nor  could  any  thing  great  or  de-  one  fide,  and  three  on  the  other, 
cifive  be  expeded  from  its  utmoft        The      minifter      ^^  rtpc     itth 

exertions. — A    noble    lord,    in    a  length  opened  his  pro^  *     ^ 

high   military   office,   declared  his  pofitions    for    affording    relief   to 

concurrence   to  the    motion,   pro-  Ireland,    in   the    Houle   of  Com- 

vided     that    it    extended    to    all  mons.     They  were  three  in    num- 

places      under     government :     he  ber,    and  went    to    the    following 

laid,  that    he    knew   it   was  what  articles. — To  the  repeal   of   thofe 

all  people  expefted  j ,  that  all  ranks  laws,  which  prohibit  the  exporta- 

felt     the    general     calamity,    and  tion    of  Irilh    raanufaclures,  made 

looked  out  impatiently  for  relief;  of  or  mixed  with  wool,  and  wool 

and  that  he  would  chearfully  give  flocks,   from    Ireland  to  any   part 

up  the  whole   emoluments   of  his  of  Europe.— That  fo  much  of  the 

own    place    for    the    good  of  his  aft  of  19th  George  II.  as  prohi- 

country.  bits  the  importation  of  glafs  into 

The  great  and  learned  law  lord  Ireland,   except  of  Britilh    maau- 

was   congratulated,   on  his   happy  failure,    or    to    export  glafs  from 

ignorance  of  thofe  manifold  pub-  that  kingdom,  be  repealed. — And, 

lie    diftrefles     and    calamities,   of  that  Ireland    be   fuffered     to   car- 

which    every    other     man    in   the  ry  on  a  trade  of  export  and   im- 

kingdom,   they  faid,  had    too  fen-  port  to  and  from    the  Britilh  co- 

fible  a  knowledge.     He  waf«  like-  lonies,    in    America  and  the  Well 

wife,    they    faid,    the   only,  igno-  Indies,     and    her   fettlements    oa 

rant    man    in    the    kigdom,   with  the    coafts    of    Africa,    labjed    to 

refpeft  to  that,  wafte  of  the  public  fuch   limitations,    regulations,  te- 

treafure  which    was    ftated  in  the  ftridtions,  and  duties,   as   the  par- 

propofed    addrefs.     The    i'ad:   had  liament  of  Ireland  Ihall  impofi;. 
been    charged,    admitted,    or    ac-         The    noble    lord    ftated,     in    a 

-  knowledgcd,  on  every  fide  of  the  fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  and 

Houfe  ;    and    even    confirmed    by  of   equal    ability    and   knowledge 

the    declaration    of  a    noble    vif-  of  the  fubjed,    the    propriety  and 

count  newly  come  into  high  office,  juftice,    as  well    as    the    neceliity, 

that    the     fa\ft    was    truly    ftated.  of  affording  relief  to  Ireland ;  and 

Although  it  could   not  be  difficult  entered   fully  into    the    claims    of 

to  give  to  fafts  of  fuch  notoriety  that  country,   as  well  with  refpeiS 

the     fullell  degree   of    convidlion,  to  her  natural  and  inherent  rights, 

yet,  in  order  to  obtain  the  learu-  as  to  thofe  arifing  from  h?r  parti- 

<jular 
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Ciilar  connexion  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  likewife  expatiated 
largely  on  the  mutual  and  refpec- 
tive  interefts  of  both  countries ; 
and  very  happily  collefted  into 
one  point  of  view  almott  all  thofe 
queftions  of  commerce  and  policy, 
which  we  have  already  feen  agi- 
tated upon  the  fubje£l.  Indeed, 
it  would  not  have  been  eafy  at 
prefent  to  difcover  much  new 
ground,  upon  the  general  quef- 
tions of  right,  juftice,  or  recipro- 
cal advantage,  whatever  might  be 
derived  from  expedience  cr  imme- 
diate neceffity.  Such  was  the  hap- 
py temper  now  prevailing,  that 
the  refolutions  were  agreed  to 
without  the  fmallell  opposition. 
Some  fhort  difcourfe  of  the  nature 
formerly  related  ;  Ibme  reproach 
for  delay  j  and  fome  doubt  of  the 
complete  efficacy  of  any  thing 
which  could  be  done  in  the  pre- 
fent circumftances  to  give  com- 
plete fatisfadion,  was  the  whole 
of  what  pafled  on  a  fubjedl,  which 
would  formerly  have  agitated, 
poffibly  convulied  the  whole  em- 
pire: But  the  late  great  revolu- 
tion had  rendered  every  change 
eafy.  Bills  founded  on  the  two 
firli  propofitions  were  according- 
ly brought  in,  pafTed  both  houfes 
with  the  utmoft  facility,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent,  before  the 
recefs.  The  third,  being  more 
complex  in  its  nature,  requiring 
a  variety  of  enquJry,  and  being 
fubjeft  to  feveral  limitations  and 
conditions,  was  fuffered  to  lie 
over  the  holidays  in  its  prefent 
flate  of  an  open  propolition  ;  not 
only  to  afford  time  for  confidera- 
tion  here,  but  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  eifeft  which  the 
meafure  would  produce  in  Ire- 
land. 


The  vaft  fums  which  were! 
charged  to  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army,  and  which  every  year 
became  ftill  more  enormous,  had 
long  been  a  fubjedl  of  complaint 
with  the  oppofition  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament ;  who  had  likewife> 
from  time  to  time,  made  various 
ineifedlual  attempts  to  |reftraiii 
them  within  fome  defined  limits. 

Although  the  bufinefs  feeraed 
more  properly  to  appertain  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  the  for- 
mer failure,  or  prefent  hopeleflhefs 
of  fuccefs  there,  probably  were 
the  motives  which  induced  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  to  bring  , 

it  now  forward  before  the  ^ 
lords,  who  were  -  accordingly  fum- 
moned  for  the  purpofe.  He  in- 
troduced his  motion  by  entering 
into  an  ample  difcuflion  of  its  fub- 
jedt,  and  by  an  accurate  compa- 
rative eftimate  of  the  extraordina- 
ry military  fervices  of  former 
reigns,  and  of  the  prefent.  On 
this  ground  he  ftated  a  number  of 
curious  and  interefting  fafts.  He 
fhewed  that  the  extras  of  King 
William's  reign,  when  a  war  was 
carried  on  in  Flanders,  Ireland, 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  did  not  ex- 
ceed, in  the  higheft  year  of  the 
revolution  war,  ioo,oool.  That^in 
the  next,  the  fucceffion  war,  which 
we  maintained  in .  Germany,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube,  in  Flan- 
xlers,  Spain,  the  Mediterranean, 
North  America,  and  the  Weft  In- 
dies, the  extras  never  exceeded 
20o,oooI.  And,  that  in  the  firft 
war  of  the  late  king,  waged  with 
France  and  Spain  jointly,  they 
did  not,  in  any  one  year,  exceed 
400,0001. 

That  during  the  late  war,  the 
moft  extcnfive,  and  alfo  the  moft 
•jcpenfive,    in  which    this  country 

^  had 
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had  ever  been  engaged,  the  ex- 
traordinaries  of  the  year  1757 
were  only  8oo,oool.  while  thole 
of  1777  amounted  to  l,20o,oooi. 
befides  a  million  granted  for  the 
tranfport  fervice ;  thus,  upon  the 
whole,  exceeding  two  millions. 
That  the  higheft  year  of  the  late 
war,  that  of  1762,  when  our  arms 
were  triumphant  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe  ;  when  we  fupported 
80,000  men  in  Germany,  be- 
lides  viftorious  armies  in  North 
America,  the  Britifh  and  French 
Well  Indies,  the  Eaft  Indies,  in 
Portugal,  on  the  coafl  of  France, 
and  at  the  reduftion  of  the  Ha- 
vannah,  the  whole  of  the  extras 
did  not  exceed  two  millions ; 
whereas  the  two  laft  defenfive 
campaigns  would  be  found,  when 
the  accounts  of  the  latter  of  the 
two  were  made  up,  to  amount  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  upwards  of 
three  millions  each-  And  that 
the  extra  military  charges  in  the 
laft  four  years,  during  the  greater 
part  of  which  the  conteft  was  con- 
fined to  the  Americans  only,  would 
be  found  to  amount  to  a  fum 
very  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  ex- 
penditure of  the  firil  four  years  of 
King  William's,  and  fully  equal 
to  the  two  iirft  years  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough's  campaigns. 

He  then  proceeded  to  Hate  and 
explain  the  caufes,  to  which  he 
attributed  tlxe  monftrous  difpro- 
portion  between  the  prefent  mi- 
litary extraordinaries,  and  thofe 
of  any  former  period.  In  this  cu- 
rious and  particular  detail  he 
ftated,  that  only  one  contraftor 
had  been  employed  in  the  laft  war 
for  the  fupply  of  the  forces  in 
America ;  but  that  the  minifter 
had  fplit  the  prefent  contrad  into 
twelve  parts,  in  order  to  make  a 


return  to  fo  many  of  his  friends 
for  the  fervices  which  he  received 
from  them  at  home.  That  in  the 
former  inftance,  the  fole  contrac- 
tor. Sir  William  Baker,  was 
bound  to  furnilh  provifions  on 
the  fpot,  in  America,  at  fixpence 
a  ration  ;  whereas  the  prefent  con- 
tradors  were  only  to  deliver  ra- 
tions at  the  fame  price  in  Corke  5 
fo  that  the  whole  freight,  in- 
furance,  rifque,  and  all  other 
poffible  expences,  were  taken  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  the  minit 
ter's  contrading  friends.  Frona 
which,  and  from  a  variety  of 
other  fpecified  inftances  of  mifma- 
nageraent,  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
the  proof,  that  every  ration  now 
delivered  in  America  flood  the 
public  in  two  (hillings,  inilead 
of  fixpence,  which  they  coll  in  the 
laft  war. 

He  went  the  whole  round  of 
contrads  in  this  courfe  ;  and  while 
he  treated  the  condud  of  the  mi- 
nifter without  mercy,  he  was  no- 
thing more  fparing  of  the  con- 
tradors.  He  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  the  fuppbfed  favourite 
of  the  minifter  in  that  line.  That 
man,  he  faid,  notwithftanding  his 
reprobation  in  parliament,  and  his 
detedion  in  the  moft  glaring  im- 
pofition  on  the  public,  had"  con- 
trads  given  him,  in  the  years  1777 
and  1778,  to  the  amount  of 
1,300,0001.  ;  and  probably,  his 
contrads  in  the  preceding  year, 
(the  accounts  of  which  were  not 
yet  deliverd  in)  far  exceeded 
thofe  in  either  of  the  two  former. 
He  was  exceedingly  fevere  on  the 
condud  of  the  minifter  with  tliiff 
fuppofed  favourite  contrado;-.  Nor 
did  he  pafs  over  the  gold,  or 
bullion    coatrador,   through  vvhofe 

hands. 
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hands,  he  faid,  no  lefs  than  three 
millions  feven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  in  fpecie  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  America,  and  for  which 
a  fingle  voucher  had  not  been  pro- 
duced. That  immenfe  fum,  he 
faid,  had  been  written  off  in  thirty 
o^  forty  lines,  without  any  ac- 
count, or  fpecification  whatever, 
forty  thoufand  pounds  in  one  line, 
tweaty  in  another,  and  thirty  in  a 
third.  When  it  was  remembered 
that  the  tranfport  fervice,  ord-> 
nance,  provifions,  ftores,  pay, 
iiew  appointments,  and,  in  a 
word,  every  item  of  expence  that 
could  be  thought  of,  were  all  fe- 
parately  provided  for,  and  each 
brought  to  account  under  its  pro- 
per head,  it  muft  furely  puzzle  the 
moil  quick  and  fertile  genius, 
even  to  guefs,  in  what  manner, 
or  to  what  ufe,  this  enormous  fum, 
of  nearly  four  millions,  could 
have  been  applied. 

After  going  over  a  vaft  quan- 
tity and  great  variety  of  mat- 
ter relative  to  the  fubjeft,  he 
opened  his  views  more  particU- 
Jarly  with  refpeft  to  his  intended 
motions.  He  faid  that  an  uncon- 
ftitutional,  minillerial  influence, 
had  ufurped  the  regal  prerogative, 
which  it  was  now  become  ablo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  cruib  for  the 
falvation  of  this  country.  That 
this  miichief  arofe  principally  from 
the  opportunity,  now  afFarded  in 
a  greater  degree  than  ever  to  the 
firll  lord  of  the  treafury,  of  ex. 
pending  millions  of  the  public 
money  without  account,  and  con- 
fequently  without  ceconomy.  And, 
that  as  the  army  extraordinaries 
aitorded  the  moil  unlimited  means 
to  the  minifter,  for  the  propaga- 
tion and  fupport  of  that  fatal  fyf- 
tcm   of   influence  and  corruption. 


he  would  make  that  lavilh  head  tit 
expenditure  the  firft  and  great 
objeft  of  his  enq^uiry  and  cenfure. 

He  accordingly  moved  bis  Jirft 
refolution  ,  to  the  following  pur- 
port,—That  the  alarming  addition 
annually  making  to  the  prefent 
enormous  national  debt,  under  the- 
head  of  extraordinaries,  incurred 
in  the  different  fervices,  requires 
immediate  check  and  controul.— ' 
The  increafing  the  public  expence 
beyond  the  grants  of  parliament, 
being  at  all  times  an  invafton  of 
the  fundamental  rights  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  the  utmoft  oeconomy 
being  indifpenfably  neceflary,  in 
the  prefent  reduced  and  deplora- 
ble llate  of  the  landed  and  mer- 
cantile intereft  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

The  defence  on  the  part  of  the  mi-* 
niilry  was  extremely  fhort  and 
dry.  It  is  not  clear,  whether 
this  arofe  from  fome  difagreement 
between  the  minillers,  which  did 
not  permit  them  to  be  much  dif-* 
pleafed  with  the  arraignment  of  a 
condudt,  in  which  none  in  that 
Houfe  was  officially  concerned  j 
or  whether  at  the  time,  they  were 
not  fufficiently  inftrufted  in  the 
flate  of  the  queftion  to  anfwer  to 
it  fully.  Whatever  was  the  caufe* 
the  chancellor  feeing  no  likeli- 
hood of  a  debate,  after  waiting  a 
confiderable  time,  proceeded  at 
length  to  put  the  queftion.  This 
called  up  a  noble  duke  in  the  op- 
poiition,  who  expreffed  the  utmoft 
aftonifhment  and  indignation,  that 
minillers  (hould  venture  to  fit  lliil 
under  fuch  charges,  without  an 
attempt  at  anfwer  or  defence.  A 
noble  earl  likewife,  who  had  late- 
ly fucceeded  to  his  feat  in  that 
Houfe,  declared,  that  during  fif* 
te^n  years  he  had  fac  in  the  other 

he 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE.         [9t 

nearly  two  to  one,  as  it  was  poffible 
without  being  quite  (o. 

The  noble  earl,  after  the  divi- 
fion,  having  informed  the  Houfe 
of  the  purport  of  bis  fecond  in- 
tended prcpofition,  which  went  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  enquiring  into  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
confidering  what  reduftions  or 
favings  could  with  confiftency  bfc 
made,  then  moved,  that  it  Ihould 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  the 
8th  of  the  following  February^ 
which  was  agreed  to.     ~ 

The  rejedionj  however,   pf  his 
firft    motion,   together    with    that 
of    the   Duke  of  Richmond's,   oh 
the    yth    inftant,   ferved    much    to 
incr<afe  the    public  diffatisfaftion, 
which,    whether   with    or    without 
reafon,  did  now,  much  more  than 
at   any     former    period^    certainly 
prevail  without  doors,  and  to  give 
ftrength   and  confirmation   to  that 
opinion  which  vvas   alio  very  gene- 
rally  prevalent,    that  no   ho^e   of 
obtaining    redrefs    now    remained^ 
until   fuch  meafures   were  puriiied 
by  the  people  at  large,  as   wouhf, 
by   difTolving  that  unnatural  com- 
bination    which    was    charged    to 
fublift    between    miniflers    and  the 
reprefentative  body,  reftore  the  an- 
tient  dignity,  and  the  former  ener- 
gy  of  parliament.      Thanks  froiil 
the  city  of  London  were  voted  to 
the  noble  duke   and  earl  for  their 
paft     motions,    accompanied    with 
the  fuUefi  approbation  of  that  an* 
nounced  for  the  8th  of  February, 
and  an  afTurance   of  every  confli- 
tutional    fupport   in      their    powdr 
to    thofe    neceflary    plans     of   re- 
formation propofed  by  them.     TJiC 
bufinefs   was  likewife  foon  adopt- 
ed in  the  counties  ;    and  from  thi» 
time  that  fpirit  of  reformation  be- 


he  had  never  fe.en  a  quelHon  of 
fuch  importance  treated  with  in- 
difference or  filence,  or  what  was 
full  a*  bad,  with  fome  feeble  at- 
tempt which  meant  nothing,  and 
feeiqed  intended  to  mean  no- 
thing. 

This  at  length  drew  out  fome 
vindication  of  the  charafter  of  the 
noble  minifter  in  the  other  Houfe  ; 
who  was  faid  to  be  clean  handed 
in  the  moft  eminent  degree  ;  and 
who  would  go  out  of  office  in  a 
Hate  of  poverty,  if  it  were  to  hap- 
pen on  the  following  day.  They 
chiefly  relied  on  the  defedl  of 
proof  to  fupport  the  fads  or 
charges  ;  that  the  motion  reverfed 
the  order  of  things ;  it  proceeded 
to  puniQiment  before  it  convided, 
and  was  therefore  prepofterous ; 
that  every  part  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure was  already  fubjed  to 
check  and  controul  at  the  exche- 
quer. That  fuch  enquiries,  and 
fo  conduded,  wpuld  be  in  fad  to 
eftablifli  a  new  committee  of  late- 
ty,  and,  under  pretences  of  cor- 
reding  the  abufes  of  adminillra- 
tion,  would  tend  to  the  fubver- 
fion  of  the  conftitut.ion  j  that  we 
were  befides  engaged  in  a  great  war, 
and  muft  not  llarve  it ;  if  a  pro- 
per confidence  was  not  placed  in 
our  commanders,  it  could  not  at 
all  be  carried  on  ;  and,  that  the 
principal  precedent  brought  to 
Ihew  the  former  interference  of 
paliament  on  iimilar  occafions, 
was  drawn  from  the  fcandalous 
adminiftration  of  the  year  171 1, 
which  fhould  alone  be  a  fufficient 
motive  for  reprobating  the  prelent 
motion. 

It  was  accordingly  rejeded, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
Si,  including  21  proxies,  to  41, 
including  four  proxies  i    being  as 

Voi.  XXIII. 
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gan  to  appear,  which  we  have  the  propofitions  which  had  been 
fince  feen  produce  fo  many  meet-  lately  made,  and  were  that  day 
ings,  aflbciations,  and  projefts,  in  making,  in  the  other  Houi'e,  al- 
almoft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  though  highly  laudable  in  them- 
ihough  with  diiFerent  degrees  of  felves,  were  no  lefs  than  a  re- 
warmth,  and  different  extent  of  proach  to  that  in  which  h&^^Me. 
objefts,  for  correftittg  the  fup-  To  them,  who  claimed  the  ex- 
pofed  vices  of  government,  and  clulive  management  of  the  public 
Jor  reftoring  the  independency  of  purfe,  all  interference  of  the 
parliament.  The  city  of  London  lords,  in  their  peculiar  province, 
likewife  fent  feparate  letters  of  was,  at  leaft,  a  reproach.  It 
thanks  and  acknowledgment  to  might  be  fomething  worfe ;  for, 
all  the  lords  who  had  voted  in  fup-  if  the  lords  Ihould  affume  or  ufurp 
port  of  the  two  paft  motions,  in-  the  performance  of  a  duty  of 
eluding  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  theirs,  which  they  negledled,  they 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  whofe  name  would  be  fupported  in  an  ufurpa- 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  mino-  tion  which  was  become  neceflary 
rity  on  the  laft  diviiion;  thefe  to  the  public.  Privileges  were 
letters,  with  their  refpeclive  an-  loft  by  negleft,  as  well  as  by  abufe. 
fwers,  were  publilhed  in  moll  of  That  old  parliamentary  forms  and 
the  papers  at  that  time.  privileges     were     no     trifles,     he 

It  was  on  the  very  day  of  Lord  would   freely  grant ;    but  the  na- 

Shelburne's     motion,     that     Mr.  tion    called    for   fomething    more 

Burke   opened   in    the    Houfe    of  fubftantial  than   the  very    beft  of 

Commons    fuch   parts    as   it   was  them ;    and    if   form    and    duty 

yet  thought  fitting   and   neceflary  muft    be    feparated,    they    would 

to  expofe,  of  that  celebrated  plan  prefer  the  duty  without  the  form, 

of  public  ceconomy,  and   attempt  to  the  form  without  the  duty.     If 

towards   a  reform   or    leflening  of  both   lords    and    commons    fliould 

corrupt    influence,     which    after-  confpire    in     a    negleft    of  duty, 

wards  afforded  fo   many    fubjefts  other    means,  flill  more  irregular 

of   parliamentary    difcuflion,    and  than   the  inteference  of  the  lords 

was,  for  a    long   time,  an  objefl  might  be    now  confidered,   would 

of  fo    much    general    admiration,  be  undoubtedly  reforted  to ;    for. 

He  likewife  gave  notice,   that  he  he    conceived   the    nation    would, 

would    bring    on    the  bufinefs    as  fome  way  or  other,  have  its  bufi- 

foon  after  the  holidays  as  poflible  j  nefs  done  ;    or  otherwife,   that   it 

and  amidft  a  variety  of  obferva-  could  "not    much  longer    continue 

tions   and  arguments,   to    enforce  to  be  a  nation, 

the    propriety,    expediency,     and  Other    arguments,  on    different 

jiecefEty  of  the  propofed  meafuret  grounds,   but  tending  to  the  fame 

particularly   alluded   to    the  bufi-  objeft,  will  appear  in  their  proper 

nefs  then  carrying  on  in  the  other  place.     A  noble  lord,  of  a  family 

Houfe.  highly  confidered  for  its   conftitu- 

He  faid,  that  the  defire  of  re-  tional  principles,  and  who  always 

Tormation    operated   every  where,  draws  great  attention  in  the  Houfe 

but    where    it   ought    to    operate  of  Commons,  where  he  is  looked 

anoil  ftrongly,  in  that  Houfe.    That  on  as  a  leader  of  the  Whigs,  de- 
clared. 
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dared,  that  Mr.  Burke  had  com- 
municated his  plan  to  him,  fo  far 
as  it  was  yet  perfefted  ;  and  that 
it  not  only  met  with  his  warmeft 
approbation,  but  that  he  was  con- 
vinced (from  reafonings  and  fadls 
which  he  ftated,  tending  to  fhew 
the  public  diftreffes  and  expe£la- 
tions)  that  it  was  become  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  fomething  of  the  kind 
Ihould  be  done,  in  order  to  remove 
the  prefent  diflatisfaftions,  by 
meeting  the  wiihes  of  the  people. 
He  had,  however,  told  his  honour- 
able friend  at  the  time,  that  al- 
though he  highly  approved  of  his 
plan,  wilhed  it  all  poffible  fuccefs, 
and  was  fully  fenfible  that  fome  re- 
medy of  the  fort  was  earneftly  ex- 
pefted  by  the  public  from  that 
houfe,  and  more  particularly  from 
his  fide  of  it,  yet  he  much  doubt- 
ed, whether  parliament  had  virtue 
enough  at  that  time  to  bring  fo 
right  a  meafure  to  perfedtion. 

A  gentleman,  from  the  northern 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  candour,  temper, 
and  moderation  in  oppofition,  de- 
clared on  his  confcience  he  was 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  undue 
influence  of  the  crown  was  the  true 
caufe  of  the  mifchievous  origin, 
the  deftruflive  progrefs,  the  ab- 
furd  condu^,  and  the  obflinate 
profecution,  without  view  or  hope, 
of  the  accurfed  American  war; 
which  was  now  univerfally  felt,  and 
generally  acknowledged,  as  being 
in  itfelf  the  caufe  of  all  the  other 
misfortunes  of  Great  Britain,  and 
particularly  of  the  prefent  naval 
greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
He  faid,  that  from  the  cordial  af- 
feftion  he  bore  to  his  fovereign,  he 
felt  himfelf  bound,  fo  far  as  he  was 
able,  to  remove  that  evil.  He 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  it  by  hi« 


faith,  by  his  allegiance,  and  by 
the  facred  oath  he  had  taken  to  his 
majefty.  By  that  facred  bond  and 
indiflbluble  obligation,  he  was 
compelled  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  fecure  the  ftability  of  the 
throne.  **  This  influence  fhakes 
*'  it ;  it  may  fubvert  it ;  and  no- 
*'  thing  can  be  undertaken  more 
•*  worthy  of  a  good  fubjedl,  than 
**  to  remove,  in  time,  this  means 
*'  of  mifchief  and  danger  to  the 
"  king." 

Upon  this  difcourfe,  Mr.  Fox, 
who  was  juft  come  in  from  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  faid,  that  the  firft 
men  in  the  kingdom,  the  firft  in 
abilities,  the  firft  in  eftimationi 
were  then  libelling  that  houfe. 
Every  inftance  they  gave,  (and  the 
inftances  he  faid  were  many  and 
ftrong)  of  uncorreftcd  abufe,  with 
regard  to  public  money,  was  a  di- 
reft  libel  on  that  houfe.  Every  ar- 
gument they  ufed  for  the  redudlion 
of  prodigal  expence,  and  their  ar* 
guments  were  various  and  unan- 
fwerable,  was  a  libel  on  that  houfe. 
Every  thing  they  ftated  on  the 
luxuriant  growth  of  corrupt  influ- 
ence, (and  it  was  never,  he  faid, 
half  fo  flourifhing)  was  a  moft  fe- 
vere  and  direfl  libel  on  that  houfe. 

But  that  houfe,  he  faid,  would 
be  brought,  by  proper  means,  to 
wipe  off  all  thofe  imputations. 
The  people  had  for  a  long  time 
been  flow  and  torpid.  They  had, 
however,  at  length,  been  quicken- 
ed by  their  feelings  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  fituation  and  fufferlngs.  He 
accorded  with  the  opinion  of  a 
noble  lord,  that  there  was  tiot  vir- 
tue enough  within  thofe  walls,  to 
go  through  with  the  plan  of  re* 
^rmation  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  to  propofe.  But  the 
virtue  of  neceiSty  would  at  laft  ani- 
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mate  the  people ;  and,  through 
them,  it  would  likewife  animate 
and  correal  that  houfe.  The  vir- 
tue of  neceffity,  fure  in  its  prin- 
ciple, and  irreliftible  in  its  opera- 
tion, was  an  efFedual  reformer.  It 
awakens  late  ;  but  it  calls  up  many- 
other  virtues  to  its  aid  ;  and  their 
joint  exertion  will  infallibly  bear 
down  the  greateft  force,  and  will 
infallibly  diffipate  the  ftrongeft 
combination,  that  corrupt  men 
have  ever  formed,  or  can  ever  form 
againft  them. 

He  applauded  the  fentiment  of 
the  gentleman  who  fpoke  juft  be- 
fore him,  that  his  duty  and  alle- 
giance to  the  king  were  ftrong  mo- 
tives with  him  for  wiftiing  luccefs 
to  the  prefent  propofition.  Thefe 
motives,  he  faid,  rauft  undoubt- 
edly operate  in  the  fame  manner 
with  every  good  fubjedl.  Could 
the  king,  he  faid,  poflibly  enjoy 
the  afFeftion  and  confidence  of  his 
people,  when  his  intereft  was 
wholly  diffociated  from  theirs,  and 
put  upon  a  bottom  perfeftly  fepa- 
rate  ?  It  is  but  one  and  the  fame 
principle,  which  cements  friend- 
Aip  between  man  and  man  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  which  promotes  afFeftion 
between  king  and  fubjeft  :  namely, 
that  they  Ihare  but  one  fortune ; 
that  they  flourilh  by  the  fame  prof- 
peri  ty,  and  are  equal  fufFerers  by 
the  fame  diltrefs ;  that  the  cala- 
mity of  the  people  is  the  depreffion 
of  the  prince.  On  any  other 
terms,  there  can  be  no  fympathy 
between  men  in  any  relation  of 
life. 

He  concluded  by  hoping,  that 
his  honourable  friend  would  add 
perfeverance,  to  the  diligence  and 
ability  which  he  had  already  em- 
ployed, in  his  plan  for  leffening 
the  public  expences>  and   for  re- 


ducing the  ruinous  influence  of  th«5 
crown ;  and  that  all  men  who  had 
an  intereft  in  their  country,  who 
profelTed  a  zeal  for  her  welfare,  a 
regard  for  the  honour  of  parlia- 
ment, and  an  affeftion  for  the  con- 
ftitution,  would  now  have  but  one 
mind,  and  heartily  unite,  in  pro- 
moting a  meafure  fo  highly  ufeful, 
and  at  this  time  fo  absolutely  ne- 
celTary. 

While  the  fcheme  of  reformation 
was  thus  warmly  patronized  and 
commended  by  the  oppofition,  and 
drew  out  no  fmall  ftiare  of  praife 
and  applaufe  to  its  author  from  all 
fides  of  the  houfe,  the  minifter  was 
totally  hlent ;  an  appearance  of  in- 
difference, which  did  not  pafs 
without  fome  fevere  comments  from 
his  adverfaries. 

The  efti mates  of  the  army,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  land  force, 
had  (as  ufual  of  late)  drawn  out 
much  debate,  cenfure,  and  fome 
attempts  at  particular  enquiry,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  efti- 
mates  of  the.  ordnance  likewife, 
which  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
1,049,0001.  and  exceeded  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  preceding  year  by 
132,0001.  afforded  room  for  ani- 
madverfion  and  conteft.  On  thefe 
occafions,  much  extraneous  mat- 
ter, relative  to  the  conduft  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army, 
the  alledged  neglefted  and  dan- 
gerous ftate  of  Plymouth,  and  the 
general  means  of  national  defence 
adopted  through  the  fummer,  was 
repeatedly  brought  up.  In  other 
refpeds,  the  matter  of  argument, 
of  charge  and  defence,  as  well  as 
the  iflue  in  all  cafes,  were  fuch  as 
we  have  had  already  more  occafions 
than  one  of  ftating. 

Such   were    the  giounds  of  de- 
batej  and  fuch  the  Itate  of  the  war- 
fare 
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fare  between  the  contending  par- 
ties, previous  to  the  Chriftmas  re- 
cefs.      Every  thing  feemed  direftly 


to  lead  to  the  extraordinary  event^ 
which  diftinguiflied  the  remaindft^ 
of  the  feffion. 


CHAP.      V. 

County  meetings,  petitrons,  and  ajfociations.  York  leads  tht  nuay.  Great 
meeting  at  that  city.  Committee  appointed.  Some  account  of  the  peti' 
tion  from  that  county,  nvhich  becomes  a  model  to  others.  Sir  George  Sa~ 
ijille  prefents  the  petition  from  the  county  of  York.  Debates  on  that  fub* 
je6l.  Jamaica  petition  prefented.  Mr.  Burke's  plan  of  ceconomical  r<?- 
form.  Bills  brought  in  upon  that  fyjiem.  Earl  of  Shelburne's  motion 
(purfuant  to  the  notice  gi-ven  before  the  recefs)  for  a  committee  of  both 
houfes,  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  feconded  by  tht 
Earl  of  Coventry.  Oppofed.  Debates.  Striilures  nuith  refpeSl  to  ths 
county  meetings  and  petitions.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  explains  the  caufes 
tf  his  refignation.  Strictures  on  the  conduSl  of  a  noble  lord  at  the  head 
ef  a  great  department.  Motion  rejeSed  upon  a  divifion.  XJnufual Jirengtb 
Jhenun  by  the  oppofition  on  this  divifon. 


THE  bufinefs  of  public  meet- 
ings, of  petitions  to  par- 
liament, and  of  aflbciations  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  was  com- 
menced during  the  recefs ;  and 
the  adoption  of  thefe  means  for 
procuring  a  reform  in  the  executive 
departments  of  the  ftate,  not  only 
became  foon  very  general,  but  the 
minds  of  the  public  being  agitated 
and  warmed  by  thefe  meetings,  the 
views  of  many,  and  thofe  perfons 
of  no  mean  weight  and  confe- 
quence,  were  extended  ftill  far- 
ther ;  and  they  gradually  began  to 
confider,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
reform  in  the-  conftitution  of  par- 
liament itfelf,  by  fliortening  its 
duration,  and  obtaining  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
could  reach  to  a  perfed  cure  of  the 
prefent,  and  afford  an  effedual 
prefervative  agjinft  the  return  of 
fimilar  evils. 

The   great,  populous,  and  opu- 
lent county  of  York  led  the  way. 


and  fet  the  example  to  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom.  A  very  numerous 
and  refpedable  meeting  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, clergy,  and  freeholders, 
including  perfons  of  the  firft  con- 
fideration  and  property  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  kingdom,  fuch 
as  perhaps  never  was  affembled  in 
the  fame  manner  in  this  nation, 
was  held  at  York  on  the  laft  day 
but  one  of  the  year.  There  a  pe- 
tition to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  upon,  and 
accompanied  with  a  refolution, 
that  a  committee  of  fixty-one  gen- 
tlemen be  appointed,  to  carry  on 
the  neceffary  correfpondence  for 
effedlually  promoting  the  objeft  of 
the  petition  ;  and  likewife  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  of  an  affociation,  on 
legal  and  conftitutional  grounds, 
to  fupport  the  laudable  reform,  and 
fuch  other  meafures  as  might  con- 
duce toreftore  the  freedom  of  par- 
liament ;  to  be  prefented  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  at  their 
IP]  3  next 
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next  peeting,  which  was  to  be 
held  by  adjournment  in  the  enfu- 
ing  Eafter  week. 

As  this  petition  ferved  in  a  great 
meafure    as    the    groundwork    for 
thofe    that    fucceeded    from   other 
counties  and  towns,  we  (hall  enter 
the  more  particularly  into  its  de- 
tail.—They   begin   by  ftating  the 
following   matters    as   fa£ls— That 
the   nation  had   for    feveral   years 
been  engaged  in  a  moft  expenfive 
and  unfortunate  war  ;    that   many 
of  our   valuable   colonies,    having 
declared    themfelves    independent, 
had    formed    a    ftrift    confederacy 
with  our  moft  dangerous  and  inve- 
terate enemies ;  and  that  the  con- 
fequence   of   thofe   combined   mif- 
fortunes  had  been,  a  large  addition 
to  the  national  debt,  a  heavy  accu- 
mulation  of  taxes,    with  a   rapid 
decline   of    the    trade,    manufac- 
tures, and  land-rents  of  the  king- 
dom.—-They   then    declare,    that, 
alarmed  at  the  diminiflied  refources 
and  growing  burthens  of  this  coun- 
try, and  convinced,  that  rigid  fru- 
gality is  now  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  in   every   department   of  the 
ftate,  they  obferved  with  grief,  that 
notv/ithftanding  the  calamities,  and 
impoveriftied  condition  of  the  na- 
tion, much  public  money  had  been 
improvidently    fquandered ;      that 
jnany    individuals    enjoy    finecure 
places,  efficient   places  with  exor- 
bitant  emoluments,  and  penfions, 
unmerited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  ftill  increaiing  amount ; 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great     unconftitutional     influence, 
which,  if  not  timely  checked,  may 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

They  further  declare,  that  con- 
ceiving the  true  end  of  every  legi- 
timate ^overnm^nt  to  he,  not  the 


emolument  of  any  individual,  but 
the  welfare  of  the  community ; 
and  confidering,  that  by  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  cuftody  of  the  na- 
tional purfe  is  entrufted  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner  to  that  houfe  ;  they 
beg  leave  to  reprefent,  that  until 
efFeftual  meafures  be  taken  to  re- 
drefs  thofe  oppreffive  grievances, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
money,  beyond  the  produce  of  the 
prefent  taxes,  would  be  injurious 
to  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
people,  and  derogatory  from  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  parliament. 
—They,  therefore,  appealing  to 
the  juftice  of  the  Commons,  moft 
earneftly  requeft,  that  before  any 
new  burthens  are  laid  upon  this 
country,  effeftual  meafures  might 
be  taken  by  that  houfe,  to  enquire 
into  and  correft  the  grofs  abufes  in 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  ; 
to  reduce  all  exorbitant  emolu- 
ments ;  to  refcind  and  aboliflv  all 
fmecure  places,  and  unmerited 
penlions  ;  and  to  appropriate  the 
produce  to  the  necefSties  of  the 
ftate. 

The  clergy  upon  this  occafion  dif- 
proved  a  charge,  which  had  been 
often  laid,  and,  perhaps,  not  al- 
ways without  fome  foundation, 
again  ft  them  ;  as  if  they  were  more 
peculiarly  difpofed  to  be  obfequi- 
ous  to  power,  and  to  fupport  all 
meafures,  of  whatever  government, 
and  whatever  nature,  which  did 
not  immediately  afFeft  their  own 
particular  rights  or  privileges,  than 
any  other  order  of  the  community. 
Although  the  meeting  was  in  the 
feat  of  the  metropolitan  fee,  and 
immediately  under  the  eye  of  pro- 
vincial authority  and  government, 
not  only  a  confiderable  number  of 
that  body  attended,  and  zealoufly 
promoted  the  refolutions  and  pe- 
tition i 
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titlon ;  but  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
clergymen,  including  two  dignita- 
ries of  the  church,  were  appointed 
of  the  committee,  which  was  in- 
tended to  give  efficacy  to  thfe  whole 
meafure  and  defign. 
y  ,  The  county  of  Mid- 

i"*8o   '  ^^^^^^  ^°°^  ^°^^'^  ^*  *^^ 
'      ■     fecond  of   the  county  of 

York.  In  about  a  week,  a  very 
numerous  meeting  was  held  at 
Hackney,  where  a  petition,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York,  with  feveral 
refolutions,  were  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  ;  and  a  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence  and  aflbciation,  con- 
iilHng  of  fifty-three  gentlemen, 
who  were  diilinguifhed  by  rank, 
fortune,  ability,  or  popularity, 
appointed  to  condudl  the  bufinefs. 
At  this  meeting,  as  well  as  at  fome 
of  thofe  which  fucceeded  in  other 
counties,  although  the  conduft  of 
minifters  was  treated  with  little 
mercy  indeed ;  yet  it  was  fcarcely 
more  reprobated  than  that  of  the 
majorities  in  both  houfes.  The 
late  rejeftion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  of  the  two  motions  of 
ceconomical  reform,  which  had 
been  made  on  the  7th  and  15th  of 
December,  was  an  objedl  of  much 
general  and  particular  cenfure.  It 
became  likew^fe  cuftomary  at  thofe 
meetings,  to  return  a  public  tri- 
bute of  thanks  and  applaufe  to 
thofe  lords  and  gentlemen  in  both 
houfes,  who  had  attempted  to  ftem 
the  refiftlefs  torrent  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  or  who  had  fince  as  un- 
fuccefsfuUy  endeavoured  to  check 
or  reftrain  the  fuppofed  wafte  in 
the  public  expenditure. 

The  example  of  York  and  Mid- 
dlefex  was  foon  followed  by  the 
county  palatine  of  Chefter.  And 
in  a  pretty  clofe  fucceflion  of  time, 
by  the  counties  of  Herts,  Suflex, 
Huntingdon,   Surry,  Cumberland, 


Bedford,  Effex,  Somerfet,  Glou* 
cefter,  Wilts,  Dorfet,  Devon,  Nor- 
folk, Berks,  Bucks,  Nottingham, 
Kent,  Northumberland,  Suffolk, 
Hereford,  Cambridge,  and  Derby, 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  placed.  Hants 
had  agreed  upon  a  petition,  on  the 
fame  day  with  Middlefex.  The 
Welfti  counties  of  Denbigh,  flint, 
and  Brecknock,  likewife  petition- 
ed, as  did  the  cities  of  London, 
Weftminfter,  York,  Briftol,  Glou- 
cefter,  and  Hereford,  with  the' 
towns  of  Nottingham,  Reading, 
Cambridge,  Bridgewater,  and 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  The  coun- 
ty of  Northampton  declined  pe- 
titioning, but  voted  refolutions, 
and  inftruftions  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  upon  the  fame  ground, 
and  including  the  purport  of  the 
petitions,  as  a  previous  meafure. 

It  muft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  in 
all  thefe  counties  and  towns,  the 
fpirit  was  alike,  or  that  the  fame 
unanimity  prevailed.  In  many, 
the  weight  of  property  appeareci 
clearly  and  ftrongly  for  the  peti- 
tions. In  others  it  was  more 
doubtful.  But  there  were  few,  in 
which  any  direft  or  fuccefsful  op- 
pofition  was  made  to  t(he  meafure. 
So  that,  explicitly  or  tacitly,  it 
might  be  confidered  as  agreeing 
tolerably  well  with  the  fenfe  of 
thofe  places. 

The  meafure  of  forming  com- 
mittees, and  entering  into  affocia- 
tions,  was  a  great  ftumbling-block 
in  fome  of  the  counties.  Many 
who  were  heartily  difpofed  to  con- 
cur in  reftraining  the  fuppofed  dan- 
gerous influence  of  the  crown,  in 
procuring  a  reform  of  the  public 
expenditure,  and  in  reftoring  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
cutting  off  the  means  of  corrup- 
tion, were,  however,  appreheniive 
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of  evil,  and  even  of  danger  from 
thefe    meafures.      Affociations    and 
committees  had  produced  fuch  re- 
cent effefts  in    America,  and  even 
in    Ireland,    that    the  very    terms 
were     become     fufpicious.       The 
friends  of  government   dexteroufly 
applied  the  odium  or  terror  attend- 
ing thefe  words  to  all  the  purpofes 
of  which   they  were  capable  ;   and 
many,  who  would  not  venture  di- 
reftly  to  encounter  the  popular  rage 
for  reformation,  or  openly  to  avow 
that   they  were  the  friends  of  pub- 
lic extravagance  or  corruption,  co- 
vered  their  oppofiiion   by  quarrel- 
ling with  thefe  obnoxious  incorpo- 
rations.    The  counties  of  Suftblk, 
Northumberland,     Hereford,     and 
Derby,  where  the  oppofite  parties 
were  pretty   equally  balanced,  ac- 
cordingly   appointed    no    commit- 
tees.    In   Kent,  where    the    popu- 
lar fide  was  prevalent,   a  moderat- 
ing fcheme  was  propofed.     To  this 
the   friends  of  government,    along 
with  thofe  who  wiflied  for  redrefs, 
bot  who  were   enemies  to  commit- 
tees, and  did  not  approve  of  Ilrong 
language,   jointly  adhered,   and   fo 
far   afted  as   one  party.       By  this 
means,    two    petitions     for    redrefs 
were  prefented   from  that  county  ; 
and  while  a  committee  was  formed, 
and   the   fch'^me  of  afibciation  was 
fully    adopted   by  the   majority,  a 
very    numerous    and     conliderable 
party,    either    condemned    or   op- 
pofed  both  meafures. 

The  members  of  adminiftration, 
and  men  in  office,  were  not  wholly 
deficient  in  their  endeavours  to 
prevent  the  county  meetings.  But 
they  were  generally  overborne  by 
the  torrent.  Nothing  could  more 
clearly  demonflrate  the  impetuofity 
pf  the  fpirit  which  then  prevailed, 
than  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 


of  the  admiralty,  and  at  the  head 
like  wife,  perfonally,  of  a  great 
body  of  his  numerous  friends,  could 
not  prevent  the  meafures  of  a  pe- 
tition and  a  committee,  from  being 
cafried  in  his  own  native  and 
favourite  county  ;  in  which  he  had 
exerted  himfelf  with  his  known 
ability  in  this  fort  of  affairs,  and 
with  all  the  influence  of  the 
many  great  offices  he  had  held  for 
fo  many  years,  to  form  a  fecure  and 
fettled  intereft.  All  dired  oppo- 
fition  being  fruitlefs,  endeavours 
were  ufed  to  obtain  proteffs  ;  but 
though  one  or  two  perfons  of  great 
property  and  confequence  took  the 
lead  in  this  meafure,  it  was  not 
attended  with  a  fuccefs  at  all  e- 
qual  to  expeftation.  Some  protefls 
were  figned  in  the  counties  of 
Herts,  Huntingdon,  Norfolk, 
SufTex,  and  Surry.  Thefe  pro- 
tefls did  not  oppofe  (that  indeed 
could  fcarcely  be  done)  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  ;  but  the  protellors 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  whole 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of 
parliament,  in  whofe  public  fpirit 
and  integrity  they  thought  it  im- 
proper to  exprefs,  particularly  at 
that  time,  any  fort  of  diftruft. 

The  petition  from  the  p.^.  8th, 
county  of  York  was  the 
firfl  prefented,  and  was  introduced 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  Saville ;  who,  notwith- 
flanding  the  preflure  of  a  heavy 
cold  and  hoarienels,  accompanied 
it  with  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length.  Under  thefe  difadvan- 
tages,  the  novelty  and  importance 
of  the  fubjeft,  and  perhaps  flill 
more,  the  charader  of  that  emi- 
nent and  revered  patriot,  produc- 
ed fo  profound  an  attention,  ii- 
lence,  and  ftillnefs  in  every  part 
of  the  houfe,  as  ferved  in  a  great 
sieafur^ 
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meafure   to  remedy  the  occafional 
defea. 

He  obferved,  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  reprefent  a  very  exten- 
five,  a  very  populous,  a  very  mer- 
cantile, manufadturing,  and  a 
very  rich  county.  That,  in  fuch 
a  county,  it  could  not  be  imagine 
ed,  but  that  many  private  interefts 
might  be  made  objects  of  parlia- 
mentary bounty  or  fupport,  if  ei- 
ther the  reprefented,  or  reprefen- 
tatives,  like  fome  others,  were 
more  attentive  to  fuch  matters, 
than  to  the  great  concerns  of 
the  nation.  He  had,  however,  no 
private  petition  to  prefent,  or  bill 
to  bring  in  ;  although  in  fuch  a 
country  as  Yorklhire  there  could 
be  no  lack  of  proper  objefts  of  im- 
provement, of  new  bridges,  roads, 
and  havens,  which  mi^ht  well  de- 
ferve  the  confideration  of  the  le- 
giflature.  He  brought  a  petition, 
which  had  fwallowed  up  the  confi- 
deration of  all  private  objects,  and 
fuperceded  all  private  petitions. 
A  petition  fubicribed  by  eight 
thoufand  freeholders  and  upwards. 
The  people  had  heard,  that  a  re- 
gard to  private  intereft,  in  that 
houfe,  was  a  great  enemy  to  the 
difcharge  of  public  duty.  They 
feel  feverely  the  preffure  of  heavy 
taxes,  and  are  at  the  fame  time 
told,  that  the  money,  which  they 
can  fo  ill  fpare,  is  wafted  profufely, 
not  only  without  its  producing  any 
good,  but  that  k  is  applied  to  the 
produftion  of  many  bad  efFefts. 

Theie  things,  he  faid,  were  re- 
prefented calmly,  and  with  mode- 
ration. Notiiing  was  faid  of  the 
conduiSlof  minifters ;  it  might  have 
been  good,  or  it  might  have  been 
bad,  for  ought  that  appeared  in 
the  petition.  Never  furely  were 
p?titioaers  to  parliament,  upon  any 


great  public  grievance,  more  cool 
and  difpaffionate.  They  confine 
themfelves,  faid  he,  to  one  objeft, 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. But  though  they  made  no 
ftridures  on  the  paft  management 
of  minillers,  he  could  not  in  can- 
dour but  acknowledge,  that  it  was 
pretty  plainly  hinted  or  implied, 
that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  ma- 
naged our  public  affairs  fo  badly, 
as  to  afford  ground  for  the  prefent 
complaint,  were  not  fitting  to  be 
longer  entrulled  with  the  manage- 
ment of  fuch  important  concerns. 

He  called  upon  the  minifter  to 
fpeak  out  like  a  man,  and  to  de- 
clare, whether  he  meant  to  coun- 
tenance and  fupport  the  petition  or 
not.  Such  an  open  and  manly 
declaration  of  his  inten,tions  would 
fave  them  much  time  and  trouble, 
and  would  better  become  a  man  of 
his, quality  and  power,  than  any- 
mean  arts  of  minifterial  juggling 
and  craft.  He  made  no  threats  j 
that  petition  was  not  prefented  by 
men  with  fwords  and  mufkets.  It 
was  a  legal,  a  conftitutional  pe- 
tition. The  requeft  of  the  peti- 
tioners was  fo  juft  and  reafonable, 
that  they  could  not  but  expciSl  it 
would  be  granted;  but  Ihould  it 
be  refufed — there  he  would  leave 
a  blank  ;  that  blank,  let  the  con- 
fciences,  let  the  feelings,  let  the 
reafon  of  minifters  fupply.  Pai*- 
tial  expedients  —  mock  enquiries, 
would  not  fatisfy.  The  univer- 
fality  of  the  fenliments  on  this 
fubjed,  he  faid,  was  no  contempt- 
ible proof  of  their  juftnefs.  He 
wilhed  that  houfe  to  confider  from 
whom  that  petition  comes.  It  was 
firft  moved  in  a  meeting  of  fix  hun- 
dred gentlemen,  and  upwards  ;  iti 
the  hall  where  that  petition  was 
conceived,  there  was  more  pro- 
perty 
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perty  than  within  the  walls  of  that 
houle. — He  then  threw  down,  with 
fome  vehemence,  upon  the  table, 
a  lift  of  the  gentlemen's  names,  and 
continued . —  But  they  are  not  to 
abandon  their  petition,  whatever 
aaay  be  its  fate  in  this  houfe  ;  there 
is  a  committee  appointed  to  cor- 
refpond  on  the  fubj eft  of  the  peti- 
tion with  the  committees  of  other 
counties. — He  concluded  by  like- 
wife  throwing  on  the  table  a  lift 
of  the  names  of  the  committee. 

The  minifter  feemed  to  ftiew 
fome  degree  of  vexation  and  re- 
fen  tment  in  his  anfwer.  He  faid, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman 
needed  not  to  have  taken  fo  much 
pains  to  convince  the  houfe,  that 
the  petition  ought  to  be  received  ; 
nor  to  have  expatiated  on  fo  obvi- 
ous a  truth,  as  that  no  man,  or  fet 
of  men,  would  dare  to  rejeft  it. 
No  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  fat  in 
that  houfe,  could  be  ignorant,  that 
the  right  of  petitioning  belonged 
to  all  Britifh  fubjeds. — He  had 
been  called  upon  to  declare,  whe- 
ther he  would  oppofe  or  forward 
the  obje£l  of  the  petition.  The 
petition  was  now  before  the  houfe  ; 
it  had  been  read  ;  and  it  Ihould 
have  his  confent  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  fome  time,  as  was  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  for  the  perufal  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  houfe,  he  doubted  not, 
would  take  it  into  their  ferious 
confideration ;  and  after  enquiring 
into  the  fafts  alledged,  after  exa- 
mining the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
they  would  freely  and  impartially 
decide,  according  to  the  beft  of 
their  judgment ;  and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  confult  the  good  of 
the  petitioners,  without  loftng  fight 
of  that  of  the  country  in  general. 
A  petition  properly  introduced, 
would  always,  he  hoped,  in  that 


houfe,  meet  with  a  fair  and  candid 
attention. 

With  refpeft  to  the  threats, 
which,  he  faid,  had  been  broadly 
hinted  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, he  hoped  they  could  have  no 
influence  in  that  houfe,  nor  at  all 
afFeft  the  minds  of  the  judges, 
whether  on  one  way  or  the  other. 
He  had  been  threatened  with  un- 
known but  fevere  confequences,  if 
he  Ihould  fo  much  as  delay  grant- 
ing the  expefled  redrefs,  until  an 
enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the 
exiftence,  nature,  and  extent,  of 
the  alledged  grievances.  Upon 
that,  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  pe- 
tition muft  fufter  no  fmall  dimi- 
nution of  its  fuppofed  value,  juft- 
nefs,  and  importance,  from  its  be- 
ing accompanied  by  a  prohibition 
of  all  enquiry  into  the  validity  of 
the  fafts  on  which  it  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  founded.  At  leaft  fufpi- 
cions  were  thrown  out,  that  any 
enquiry  which  might  be  under- 
taken, would  be  with  finifter  and 
partial  views.  How  far  that  was 
fair  and  candid,  how  far  fuch  fup- 
pofitions,  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind, 
were  parliamentary,  he  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe. — 
He  concluded  by  informing  the 
houfe,  that  they  muft  not  confider 
his  proceeding  in  raifing  the  ne- 
cefTary  fupplies  as  any  difrefpeft 
to  the  petition.  The  petition  was 
neither  formally  nor  virtually  ne- 
gatived, although  the  confidera- 
tion of  it  was  not  preferred  to  all 
other  bufinefs.  The  fupplies  had 
been  voted,  and  it  would  be  neccf- 
fary,  without  much  longer  delay, 
to  enter  on  the  fubjed  of<ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Fox  took  up  the  minifter's 
fpeech,  with  that  fervour,  anima^ 
tion,  energy,    and  feverity,  with 

which 
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which  he  always  aftonifhes  and 
overpowers  his  hearers.  He  com- 
pared his  prefent  language,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  petition 
might  very  fitly  be  poftponed  to 
that  of  ways  and  means  for  raif- 
ing  the  fupplies,  with,  what  he 
called  the  generous  and  magna- 
nimous admiration  of  miniltry, 
when  they  could  not  find  words 
fufficiently  to  applaud  the  fpirited 
condufl  of  the  armed  affociations 
in  Ireland,  who  refufed  to  grant 
fupplies  for  more  than  one  half 
year,  until  their  grievances  Ihouid 
be  redreffed,  and  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  a  free  trade 
ihould  be  granted.  He  aflced  if 
there  was  one  law  for  the  affocia- 
tions in  Ireland,  and  another  for 
thofe  of  England?  No!  there 
could  not.  The  noble  lord  was 
^  man  of  accuracy  and  confiften- 
cy.  .  He  muft  therefore  mean, 
whatever  may  have  fallen  from 
him  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  de- 
bate, that  the  affociations  in 
England,  in  imitation  of  thofe  in 
Ireland,  ought  to  grant  no  fup- 
plies, until  their  petition  find  a 
proper  refpedl ;  until  its  prayer 
be  fully  granted. 

After  indulging  this  vein  of 
irony,  he  faid,  that  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  conjefture  the  threats, 
which  the  noble  lord  faid  had 
been  hinted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  thereby  intending  to 
fix  a  ftigma  on  the  prefent  and  on 
other  petitions.  The  people  arc 
not  in  arms,  they  do  not  menace 
civil  war.  The  nature  of  our 
conftitution,  (and  it  is  undoubt- 
ly  one  of  its  higheft  perfedlions) 
has  happily  endued  them  with  o- 
ther  powers  of  redrefs  befides 
arms.  They  have  legal,  conlti- 
mtional,   and  peaceable  means  of 


enforcing  their  petitions.  It  was 
to  thefe  means  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded,  when  the  no- 
ble lord  would  fuppofe  that  he 
threw  out  threats  of  another 
kind.  Bat  let  not,  faid  he,  the 
mild,  though  firm  voice  of  li- 
berty, be  miftaken  for  the  difmal 
and  difcordant  accents  of  blood 
and  flaughter.  The  evil  whick 
the  honourable  gentleman  pre- 
fages,  if  this  or  other  petitions 
are  fpurned  with  contempt  and 
infolence,  is  of  another,  though 
not  of  a  lefs  formidable  nature. 
The  people  will  lofe  all  confi- 
dence in  their  reprefentatives,  all 
reverence  for  parliament.  The 
confequences  of  fuch  a  fituation 
need  not  be  pointed  out :  but  let 
not  the  contemplation  of  neceffary 
efi^edls  be  confidered  as  a  denun- 
ciation of  vengance. 

He  coald  not  imagine,  he  faid, 
that  any  cbjeftion  could  poilibly 
be  made  to  the  petition.  But 
fome  perhaps  might  fay,  **  are 
we  finners  above  all  that  went 
before  us,  like  thofe  on  whom  the 
Tower  of  Siloam  fell  ?  "  Are  we 
more  corrupt  than  other  parlia- 
ments, who  were  never  peftered 
with  petitions  of  this  kind  ?  No, 
faid  he,  I  don't  fuppofe  you  are  ; 
but  though  former  parliaments 
were  as  bad  as  you,  and  you 
know  the  feverity  of  that  compa- 
rifon,  yet  the  people  did  not 
know  it.  Now  they  feel  it ;  they 
feel  the  preffure  of  taxes ;  and 
they  beg  you  would  not  lay  your 
hand  fo  heavily  upon  them,  but 
be  as  ceconomical  as  poffible  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  money.  Let 
the  minifters  grant  the  requefts  of 
the  people,  and  the  whole  glory 
of  fo  popular  a  compliance  will 
be  entirely  theirs.    Like  charity, 

it 
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it  will  cover  the  multitude  of  their 
paft  fins.  Ireland  has  given  them 
a  foretafte  of  what  they  may  ex- 
peft.  Their  praifes  have  been 
founded  in  loud  drains  there,  for 
granting,  what  that  people  had 
xnade  good  for  themfelves  by  their 
own  mu&ets. — He  would  put  the 
controverfy,  he  faid,  between  the 
miniftry  and  his  fide  of  the  houfe 
to  the  fame  iffue,  on  which  the 
wifeft  of  kings  and  of  men  reft- 
ed  the  determination  of  the  dif- 
pote  between  the  two  wonien, 
each  of  whom  claimed  the  living, 
and  difavowed  the  dead  child. 
We  fay  to  miniftry,  you  mifapply 
the  public  money ;  nay,  you  do 
worfe,  you  apply  it  to  bad  pur- 
pofes  :  —  Miniftry,  fay  to  us, 
you  want  our  places  ;  and  thus 
the  charge  of  corruption  is  given 
and  retorted.  But  the  time  is 
now  come  to  put  the  finceiity  of 
both  to  the  teft,  and  to  know, 
whofe  child  corruption  really  is  : 
we  challenge  minifters  to  the  tri- 
al ;  we  call  upon  them  publickly, 
and  lirenuoufly  urge  them,  to  fa- 
crifice  that  difclainied,  but  evi- 
dently dear  and  favoured  child. 
If  they  refufe  to  abide  by  this 
teft,  no  doubt  can  remain  as  to 
the  parentage. 

Th«re  was  little  debate  at  the 
times  of  prefenting  the  other  pe- 
titions, which  followed  this  lead- 
ing petition  very  faft. 

In  two  days  after  a  petition 
from  the  principal  merchants, 
planters,  and  others,  interefted 
in  the  ifland  of  Jamacia,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe.  In  a  ftrong 
and  unufually  vehement  ftyle  of 
complaint,  they  ftate  the  negleft 
pf  proteftion  to  that  ifland,  and 
the  imminent  dangers  therefrom 
aiiiing.     At    the  fame  time  tlut 
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they  reprefent,  that  the  tempo- 
rary fafety  which  it  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  proceeded  merely  from 
the  direftion  of  the  enemy's  force 
to  other  objedls,  and  not  to  any 
intrinfic  means  of  defence  provid- 
ed by  his  majefty's  minifters,  they 
freely  declare  their  opinion,  that 
the  fafety  of  fuch  a  poflTeflion 
ought  not  to  have  been  commit- 
ted to  ,chance.  They  farther  re- 
prefent, that  the  ifland  of  Jama- 
ica is  not  inferior  in  value  to  any 
of  the  dependencies  of  Great 
Britain  ;  that  a  great  part  even 
of  what  appears  to  be  the  interior 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  is, 
in  reality,  the  wealth  of  Jamaica, 
which  is  fo  intimately  interwoven 
with  the  internal  intereft  of  this 
kingdom,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
diftinguifli  them  ;  that  a  great 
part  of  the  trade  and  navigation, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue, 
and  very  much  of  the  mercantile 
and  the  national  credit,  and  of 
the  value  of  the  landed  intereft, 
depend  immediately  on  its  pre- 
fervation  ;  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objed  as  important 
to  Great  Britain,  as  any  part  of 
Great  Britain  itfelf;  and  that  it 
is  an  objeft  to  be  provided  for 
with  ftill  greater  care  and  fore- 
fight,  becaufe  its  natural  means 
of  home  defence  are  infinitely  lefs 
confiderable. 

The  petitioners  declare,  that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy- 
alty to  the  crown,  and  their  un- 
bounded attachment  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  whole  empire,  they 
are  not  able  to  conjeflure  for  what 
offence,  real  or  pretended,  they 
have  fo  long  been  put  under  this 
profcription  ;  if  they  had  been 
adive  by  faftious  clamours,  or 
dflufive  reprefeutations,  by  con- 
cealing 
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tealing   true,     or    foggefting  falfe  even     ruinous     perfonal     fervlces, 
information,     in     betraying     their  were  chearfully  given  ;  and   thus, 
fovereign    and   their  country   into  under  the  double  weight   of  taxes 
war,  they    might     have     the     lefs  and    impofuions    in    England   and 
reafon   to   complain     of   the    neg-  in   Janlacia  ;    under   heavy    perfo- 
ledl  by  which  they   have    fuffercd  nal     fervice     in    the    latter  ;     and 
fo  many   diftreffes,  and   have  been  under   all    the    fatal,    though     not 
expofed  to  fo  many  ^dangers ;  but  unforefeen     confequences,    of    the 
it  was    in    the   recoUedtion,    they  feparation   from    North    America; 
faid,    of  the  houfe,    that,    at    an  they  had  been  farther  induced,  oa 
early    period   of   the    prefent    un-  fuggclUons    from     friends    of    go- 
happy  troubles,  the   body   of    the  vernment,   to  refort  in   their  indi- 
Well  India   planters    and     merch-  vidual    charafters    to    their  almolft 
ants   did   humbly    ftate   their    ap-  exhaufted  purfes,  and    had   adlual- 
prehenfions     to     parliament,     and  ly  made   a  large  private  fubfcrip- 
deprecated    the   unhappy  meafures  tion  for  their  own  defence.     They  , 
which   were    then   taken ;    it   was  appeal  to   a  number   of  fads   and 
the   misfortune   of  the    public,  as  dates,  to  fhevv   their   repeated  ap- 
well   as    theirs,    that    no   attention  plications    and    ineffedual    reraon- 
was    then     paid    to   their  humble  ilrances,     down     from     the     year 
prayers,    and   that  their  moll   du-  1773.  to    government;    and    ag- 
tiful    reprefentations   were    totally  gravate  the    negleft   or  refufal  of 
neglected.  defence,    by    the    declaration     of 
They   proceed  to   ftate   a   num-  the    fecretary     at    war,     that   his 
ber    of   tads    and    arguments    to  majefty     then     commanded    more 
fhew,  that  they  did  not  deferve  to  numerous  forces  by  fea  and  land, 
be   thus   abandoned,   through    any  than  the  moft  formidable  monarch 
failure  on  their  fide,   in  not  hav-  of  the   world   had    under  his   or- 
ing  purchafed  for  a  valuable  con-  ders,  when  his  power  alarmed  all 
fideration    the    protedion    of    the  Europe  ;    they  feel,  that  they  are 
ftate.     On    that  ground   they    ob-  amongft   thofe   who   are  taxed   for 
ferve,     that     befides     their     trade  the    maintenance    of    an    army   of 
being  almoft    wholly    confined   to  upwards  of  70,000  men  in  North 
the  mother   country,  and  the   ge-  America  ;      and     they      prefume*, 
neral   refidence    of    both    planters  that   the  fuppreflion  of    no  rebel- 
and     merchants    there,     and     the  lion    whatever    can    be    a     more 
produce  of  their    eftates    being   as  near    and    urgent  concern  of  any 
largely  taxed   in  Great  Britain  to  government,    than    the    protedion 
the   common    fupport    as    that   of  of    its    loyal    and   ufeful  fubjeds. 
any   others,    they    endured    other  They   conclude,  by  claiming  pro- 
great    and  heavy    burthens,    pecu-  tedion  as  their  undoubted   right ; 
liar  only  to  themfelves.     The  af-  and  declare,  that   they  look  back 
fembly  of  Jamaica    had,    beyond  with    horror     at     thofe    dangers, 
any  former  example  of  liberality,  from  which,  by  the  fole  difpenfa- 
and     far     beyond    their    abilities,  tion    of    the    divine     providence, 
laid      deftrudive     impofitions     on  they  have    efcaped,   whilft  fundry 
their  eftates   and  property    within  of   their    fellow-fubjeds  are    now 
the  iiland  j  vaft,  burthenfome,  and  obliged  to  proftrate  themfelves  at 
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the  foot  of  the  throne  of  the 
French  king,  and  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch,  inftead 
of  the  protedion  of  their  natural 
fovereign. 

This  long  petition,  which  ftat- 
ed  facts  with  fo  little  manage- 
ment, was  fubfcribed  by  75  of 
the  principal  planters,  merchants, 
or  others,  who  were  immediately 
interefted  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 
It  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Pennant, 
who  in  his  introdudlory  fpeech, 
among  a  number  of  pointed 
charges,  of  negleft,  fupinenefs, 
or  indifference,  on  the  fide  of  the 
jniniftry,  directly  charged  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  affairs 
with  paying  fo  little  attention  to 
the  reprefentations  of  its  danger 
made  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil of  that  invaluable  ifland,  that 
he  had  openly  confeflTed  in  that 
houfe  that  he  had  never  read  them. 
A  declaration,  he  faid,  for  which 
the  noble  lord  deferved  to  be  im- 
peached. 

Both  the  minifter,  and  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame- 
ncan  department,  took  fome  part 
in  the  fubfequent  debate  ;  but  as 
the  matter  was  more  fully  enter- 
ed into,  on  Lord  Rockingham's 
motion,  upon  the  fame  fubjeft, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  we  (hall 
defer  our  recital  to  that  occa- 
fion.  A  fort  of  a  proteft,  againft 
the  petition,  figned  by  about  40 
names,  afforded  room  for  fome 
farcafm,  and  even  ridicule,  in 
both  houfes.  It  was  obferved  on 
that  fubjett,  that  the  favourite 
contractor,  and  the  keeper  of  the 
convifts,  on  board  the  hulks  at 
Woolwich,  were  the  principals 
in    that    produftion  j  and  that  the 

Generality    of   the    other    fubfcri- 
ers,  inftead   of  coming  under  the 


defcription  of  planters  or  merch- 
ants, were  cither  men  of  no  name 
any  where,  or  were  poffeffed  of 
no  property  of  any  confequence 
in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  After 
a  ftrange  fort  of  a  loofe  ftraggling 
debate,  interrupted  by  fome  un- 
ufual  noife  and  clamour,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  the  petition 
Ihould  lie  upon  the  table. 

It  was  on  the  fame    ^  ,  , 

day,  that  Mr.  Burke,  ^^°'  ''^^• 
purfuant  to  the  notice  which  he 
liad  given  before  the  recefs,  pre- 
fented his  plan  *'  For  the  better 
fecurity  of  the  independence  of 
parliament,  and  the  ceconomical 
reformation  of  the  civil  and  other 
eftablifliments."^  As  the  celebra- 
ted  fpeech  with  which  he  in- 
troduced and  fupported  his  plan 
has  been  publiflied  by  authority, 
has  gone  through  feveral  editions, 
and  mull:  have  been  feen  by  moft 
of  our  readers,  we  fliall  only 
touch  upon  thofe  leading  fea- 
tures, or  outlines  of  the  fubjeft, 
from  which  fome  general  but 
comprehenfive  ideas  of  its  defign 
and  objedls  may  be  formed. 

He  laid  down  the  following 
general  principles,  as  containing 
thofe  fundamental  rules,  by  which 
he  was  determined  to  raife  his 
fuperftrufture  of  reform. 

That  all  jurifdiftions  which 
furnifh  more  matter  of  expence, 
more  temptation  to  oppreffion,  or 
more  means  and  inftruments  of 
corrupt  influence,  than  advan- 
tage to  juftice,  or  political  ad- 
miniftration,  ought  to  be  abo- 
liftied. 

That  all  public  eftates  which 
are  more  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vexing,  overawing,  .and^ 
influencing,  thofe  who  hold  un- 
der them>  and  to  the  expence  of 
percep- 
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perception  and  management,  than 
of  benefit  to  the  revenue,  ought, 
upon  every  principle,  both  of  re- 
venue, and  of  freedom,  to  be 
difpofed  of. 

That  all  offices  which  bring 
more  charge  than  proportional 
advantage  to  the  ftate  ;  that  all 
offices  which  may  be  ingrafted  on 
others,  uniting  and  iimplifying 
their  dunes,  ought,  in  the  firft 
cafe,  to  be  taken  away  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  to  be  confolida- 
ted. 

That  all  fuch  offices  ought  to 
be  aboliftied,  as  obftrudl  the  prof- 
peft  of  the  general  fuperinten- 
dant  of  finance  ;  which  deftroy 
his  fuperintendency  ;  which  dif- 
able  him  from  forefeeing  and  pro- 
viding for  charges  as  they  may 
occur ;  from  preventing  expence 
in  its  origin,  checking  it  in  its 
progrefs,  or  fecuring  its  applica- 
tion to  its  proper  purpofes.  A 
minifter  under  whom  expeuces  can 
be  made  without  his  knowledge, 
can  never  fay  what  it  is  that  he 
can  fpend,  or  what  it  is  that  he 
can  fave. 

That  it  is  proper  to  eftablifh  an 
invariable  order  in  all  payments  ; 
which  will  prevent  partiality ; 
which  will 'give  preference  to  fer- 
vices,  not  according  to  the  im- 
portunity of  the  demandant,  but 
the  rank  and  order  of  their  uti- 
lity or  their  juflice. 

That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every 
eftablifhment,  and  every  part  of 
an  eftablifhment  (as  nearly  as 
poffible)  to  certainty,  the  life  of 
all  order  and  good  management. 

And  laftly,  that  all  fubordinate 
treafuries,  as  the  nurferies  of 
mifmanagement,  and,  as  natu- 
rally drawing  to  themfelves  as 
much    money   as   they  can,  keep- 


ing it  as  long  as  they  can,  and 
accounting  for  it  as  late  as  they 
can,  ought  to  be  diflblved.  They 
have  a  tendency  to  perplex  and 
dillradt  the  public  accounts,  and 
to  excite  a  fufpicion  of  govern- 
ment, even  beyond  the  extent  of 
their  abufe. 

To  thefe  principles  or  rules  of 
internal  government  and  finance, 
we  fhall  add,  as  a  farther  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  fubjeft,  and  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  this  fcheme  of  reform,  the 
flatement  of  its  end  and  objeft, 
and  of  the  limits  which  the  au- 
thor affigned  to  himfelf,  as  drawn 
from  Mr.  Burke's  introduftory 
fpeech  previous  to  the  recefs. 

He  intended,  he  faid,  a  regu- 
lation, fubftantial  as  far  as  it 
went.  It  would  give  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year.  It  would 
cut  off  a  quantity  of  influence 
equal  to  the  places  of  fifty  mem- 
bers of  parliament.  He  relied 
more  on  a  plan  for  removing  the 
means  of  corruption,  than  upon 
any  devices  which  might  be  ufed 
to  prevent  its  o/ieration,  where 
thefe  means  were  fuffered  to  ex- 
ifl.  Take  away,  faid  he,  the 
means  of  influence,  and  you  ren- 
der difqualifications  unnecelTary, 
Leave  them,  and  no  difqualifica- 
tion  can  ever  wholly  prevent 
their  operation  on  parliament.— 
His  plan,  he  obferved,  flood  in 
the  way  of  no  other  reformation  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  tended 
exceedingly  to  forward  all  ration-  ' 
al  attempts  towards  that  great  end. 
It  certainly  could  not  make  a  care- 
lefs  minifter  an  osconomifl.  But  the 
beft  minifler  would  find  the  ufe  of 
it ;  and  it  would  be  no  fmall  check 
on  the  worft.      For  its  main  pur- 
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pofe  was  to  corredl  the  prefent 
prodigal  conftitution  of  the  civil 
executive  geveniment  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  unlefs  that  was 
done,  he  was  fatisfied  no  minif- 
ter  whatever  could  poffibly  intro- 
duce the  beft  ceconomy  into  the 
^miniftration  of  it. 

With  refpeft  to  his  affigned  li- 
mits ;  the  firft,  he  faid,  we 
found  in  the  rules  of  juftice.  And 
therefore,  he  did  not  propofe  to 
touch  what  any  private  man  held 
by  a  legal  tenure. — The  fecond 
limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity 
and  mercy.  Where  offices  might 
be  fupprefled,  which  formed  the 
whole  maintenance  of  innocent 
people,  it  would  be  hard,  faid 
he,  "  and  hardlhip  is  a  kind  of 
*'  injuftice,  that  they  who  were 
«*  decoyed  into  particular  fitua- 
«*  tions  of  life,  by  our  fault, 
««  Ihould  be  made  the  facrifice  of 
««  our  penitence.  I  do  not  mean 
««  to  ftarve  fuch  people,  becaufe 
««  we  have  been  prodigal  in  our 
««  eftablifhments."  The  remo- 
vals, he  faid,  would  fall  almoft 
wholly  on  thole  who  held  offices 
by  a  tenure,  in  which  they  were 
liable  to  be,  and  frequently  were, 
removed  merely  for  accommoda- 
ing  the  arrangements  of  admi- 
niftration  ;  and  furely  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  public,  in  a 
great  cafe  like  the  prefent,  was 
full  as  material  a  caufe  for  their 
removal,  as  the  convenience  of 
any  adminiftration,  or  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  any  minifter. 

The  third  fort  of  limits,  he  faid, 
were  to  be  found  in  the  fervice  of 
the  ftate.  No  one  employmetit, 
really  and  fubftantially  ufeful  to 
the  public,  and  which  might 
not  very  well  be  otherwife  fup 
plied,  was  to  be  retrenched,  or 
to  1)6  diminilhed  in  its  lawful  and 


cuftomary  emoluments.  To  cvtt 
off  fuch  fervice,  or  fuch  reward, 
was  what  he  conceived  neither 
politic  nor  rational  in  any  fenfe. 
— The  fourth  of  his  limits  was, 
that  the  fund  for  the  reward  of 
fervice  or  merit  was  to  be  left 
of  fufficient  folidity  for  its  pro- 
bable purpofes.  — •  And  the  laft, 
that  tjie  crown  fhould  be  left  an 
ample  and  liberal  provifion  for 
perfonal  fatisfaftion ;  and  for  as 
much  of  magnificence,  as  was 
fuitable  with  the  burthened  ftate 
of  this  country. 

He  had  before  obferved,  that 
the  whole  of  our  grievances  were 
owing  to  the  fatal  and  overgrown 
influence  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
influence  itfelf  to  our  enormous 
prodigality.  That  they  moved 
in  a  circle  ;  they  became  recipro- 
cally caufe  and  effed  ;  and  the 
aggregate  produft  of  both  was 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  not 
only  our  power  as  a  ftate,  but 
every  vital  energy,  every  aftive 
principal  of  our  liberty,  would 
be  overlaid  by  it.  'He  knew  that 
influence  was  thought  necefl"ary 
for  government.  Poflibly,  in 
feme  degree  it  might.  But  he 
declared  that  it  was  for  the  fake 
of  government,  for  the  fake  of 
reftoring  to  it  that  reverence, 
which  was  its  foundation,  that  he 
'wiftied  to  reftrain  the  exorbitance 
of  its  influence.  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  that  in- 
fluence is  raifed  ?  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  autho- 
rity is  funk  ?  The  reafon, 
he  faid,  was.  perfedtly  evident. 
Government  ought  to  have  fuf- 
ficient force  for  its  fun£lions  ; 
but  it  ought  to  have  no  more.  It 
ought  not  to  have  force  enough 
to  fupport  itfelf  in  the  negleft, 
or  in  the  abufe  of  them.      Jf  it 

hasj 
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nas,  they  muft  be,  as  they  are, 
abufed  and  neglefted.  Men  will 
throw  themfelves  on  their  power 
iOr  a  j unification  of  their  want  of 
order,  vigilancci  forenght,  and 
all  the  virtues,  »nd  all  the  quali- 
fications of  a  ftatefman.  The 
tninifter  tm.y  exift,  but  the  govern- 
ment is  gone. 

As  the  whole  of  this  compre- 
henfive  fch^me  of  reform,  was  in- 
cluded in  the  five  bills  ^hich  were 
propofed  by  its  auUior,  a  recital 
of  their  titles  will  aiFord  fome 
general  idea  of  the  principal  ob- 
jects to,  which  it  vvas  directed. — 
The  firft  was  entitled  "  A  bill, 
*•  for  the  better  regulation  of 
"  his  majcfty's  civil  eftablifh- 
"  ments,  and  of  certain  public 
"  offices ;  for  the  limitation  of 
"  penfions,  and  the  fuppreffion 
"  of  fundry  ufelefs,  expenlive, 
*'  and  inconvenient  places  ;  and 
"  for  applying  the  monies  faved 
"  thereby  to  the    public  fervice." 

The  fecond,  '*  A  bill  for  the 
'*  fale  of  the  foreft  and  other 
*'  crown  lands,  rents,  and  here- 
*'  ditaments,  with  certain  excep- 
'*_  tions ;  and  for  applying  the 
"  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
*'  fervice  ;  and  for  fecuring,  af- 
*'  ceitaining,  and  fatisfying,  te- 
"  nant-rights,  and  Common  and 
*'  other   rights." 

Third,  "  A  bill  for  the  more 
*'  peifeftly  uniting  to  the  crown 
*'  the  principality  of  Wales,  and 
**  the  county  palatine  of  Cherter, 
*'  and  for  the  more  commodious 
*'  adminiftration  of  jullice  within 
"  the  fame  ;  as  alfo,  for  abo- 
"  lifhing  certain  offices  now  ap- 
"  pertaining  thereto  ;  for  quiet- 
**  ing  dormant  claims,  afcertain- 
"  ing  and  fecuring  tenant-rights, 
"  and  for  the  fale  of  foreil   lands. 
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"  and  other  lands,  tenements, 
"  and  hereditaments,  held  by  his 
"  xnajefty  in  right  of  the  faid 
'•  principality,  or  county  pala- 
**  tine  of  Chefter,  and  for  ap- 
"  plying  the  produce  thereof  to 
**  the  public  fervice." 

Fourth,  "  A  bill  for  uniting  to 
*'  the  crown  the  duchy  and  coun- 
"  ty  palatine  of  Lancafter ;  for 
"  the  fuppreffion  of  unnecefTary 
"  offices,  now  belonging  thereto  ; 
*'  for  the  afcertainment  and  fecu- 
'*  rity  of  tenant  and  other  rights  ; 
"  and  for  the  fale  of  all  rents, 
"  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
"  ments,  and  forefts,  within  the 
"  faid  duchy  and  county  palatine, 
'*  or  either  of  them  ;  and  for 
"  ^FPb'^"tJ  '^^  produce  thereof 
"  to  the  public  fervice." 

And  fifthly,  **  A  bill  for  unit- 
*'  iiTg  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to 
' '  tlie  crown ;  for  the  fuppreffion 
"  of  certain  unncceflary  offices 
"  now  belonging  thereto  ;  for 
"  the  afcertainnient  and  fecurity 
'*  of  tenant  and  other  rights  ; 
"  and  for  the  fale  of  certain 
"  rents,  lands,  and  tenements, 
"  within  or  belonging  to  the  faid 
"  duchy  ;  and  for  applying  the 
"  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
"  fervice." 

On  this  fubjeft,  befides  dif- 
playing  the  moft  intimate  and 
comprehenlive  knowledge  of  the 
origin,  hiilory,  nature,  govern- 
ment, and  ftate  of  thofe  various 
juiifdiftions,  as  well  as  of  their 
refpeftive  eftablifhments,  and  of 
the  numerous  intercfts  which  were 
afFeifled  by  or  connefted  with 
them,  (for  all  of  which  he  pro- 
pofed to  provide,  either  equita- 
ble and  liberal  compenfations,  or 
'perfe£l  indemnification  and  reme- 
dy,)  his   fertile    genius  drew  fuch 
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materials  from  ground  which  feem- 
ed  fufficiently  barren,  as  enabled 
him  to  combine  the  beauties  of 
defcriptive  poetry,  with  the  clear- 
ell  ftatement  of  fadts,  and  with  all 
the  powers   of  argument. 

He  commenced  his  reform  with 
the  royal  houfehold ;  an  ellablilh- 
ment  which  he  confidered  as  ex- 
ceedingly abufive  in  its  conftitu- 
tion.  He  fhewed  that  it  was 
formed  upon  manners  and  cuftoms, 
which  had  long  fince  expired ; 
and  in  many  rel'pefts  upon  feudal 
principles.  He  ftated  that  man- 
ners and  modes  of  living  had  to- 
tally changed ;  that  royalty  it- 
felf,  as  well  as  private  men,  was 
obliged  to  give  way  to  the  pre- 
valence of  that  change ;  but  with 
this  very  material  difference,  that 
private  men  had  got  rid  of  their 
antient  ellablifhments  along  with 
the  reafons  of  them  ;  whereas  the 
royal  houfehold  has  loft  all  that 
was  ftately  and  venerable  in  the 
antique  manners,  without  re- 
trenching any  thing  of  the  cum- 
brous charge  of  a  gothic  eltablifh- 
ment.  But  when  the  reafon  of 
old  eftablifhments  was  gone,  it 
was  abfurd  to  preferve  nothing 
but  the  burthen  of  them.  He 
treated  feveral  parts  of  this  fub- 
jeft  with  infinite  humour  ;  and  by 
throwing  them  into  various  fliades 
of  ridicule,  increafed  the  difplay 
of  their   abfurdity. 

His  fcherae  of  redu£lion  went 
an  the  whole  to  the  follov/ing  parts 
—To  the  treafurer,  the  comp- 
troller, and  the  cofferer  of  the 
houfehold ;  the  treafurer  of  the 
chamber,  th?  mafter  of  the  houfe- 
hold ;  the  whole  board  of  green- 
cloth,  and  a  vail  number  of  fubor- 
dinate  offices  in  the  department  of 
the  fteward  of  the  houfehold  ;    to 


the  whole  eftablifhment  of  the 
great  wardrobe,  the  removing 
wardrobe,  the  jewel  office,  the 
robes  ;  the  board  of  works  ;  and 
took  away  almoft  the  whole  charge 
of  the  civil  branch  of  the  board  of 
ordnance.  All  thefe  arrange- 
ments taken  together,  he  faid, 
would  be  found  to  relieve  the  na- 
tion from  a  vaft  weight  of  in- 
fluence ;  and  that  fo  far  from  dif- 
treffing,  that  it  would  rather  for- 
ward every  public  fervice. 

His  plan  likewife  extended  to 
the  deftruflion  of  fubordinate 
treafuries,  and  of  courfe  to  the 
two  treafuries,  or  pay-offices,  of 
the  army  and  navy.  He  propof- 
ed,  that  thefe  offices  fhould  be 
no  longer  banks  or  treafuries  j  but 
mere  ofices  of  adminifiration  ;  arid 
that  all  money  which  was  for- 
merly imprefted  to  them,  fhould 
in  future  be  imprefted  to  the  bank 
of  England.  He  would  likewife 
have  the  bufmefs  of  the  mint,  ex- 
cepting what  related  to  it  as  a 
manufaftory,  transferred  to  that 
great  corporation.  The  plan 
went  to  the  total  removal  of  the 
fubordinate  treafury,  and  office, 
of  the  paymafter  of  the  penfions  ; 
the  payments  being  in  future  to 
be  made  by  the  exchequer ;  the 
great  patent  offices  of  the  exche- 
quer to  be  reduced  to  fixed  fala- 
ries,  as  the  prefent  lives  and  re- 
verfions  fhould  fucccliively  fall; 
the  feveral  places  of  keepers  of 
the  flag  hounds,  buck  hounds, 
fox  hounds,  and  harriers,  to  be 
totally  aboliflied.  He  alfo  pro- 
pofed  to  reform  the  new  office  of 
third  fecretary  of  ftate  commonly 
called  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  co- 
lonies ;  the  fabrication  of  which, 
like  that  of  all  other  late  arrange- 
ments, he  confidered  merely  as   a 
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job,   the    two    antient    fecretaries  courfe    the    queen,    together  with 

being    fuppdfed   now,    as    hereto-  the  ftated  allowance  of  the  privy 

fore,  fully  competent  to  the  whole  purfe,    compofed     the   fifth    ciafs. 

of  the   public   bufinefs.     He   con-  The    fixth   took  in  thofe    efficient 

eluded   his    plan    of  redudlion   by  offices     of     duty,     whofe    falaries 

propofing  the  total  annihilation  of  might  exceed  two  hundred  pounds 

the  board  of   trade,    as   an  office  a  year ;  the  whole  penfion  lift  was 

totally  ufelefs,    anfwering   none  of  included  in  the  feventh  ;  the   offi- 

its  avowed  or   fuppofed    purpofes,  ces  of  honour  about   the   king   in 

and    ferving     merely    to    provide  the  eighth  ;  and  in  the  ninth,  the 

eight     members    for     parliament,  falaries  and    peniions   of   the   firft 


and  thereby  to  retain  their  fer- 
vices.  We  fhould  alfo  obferve, 
that  he  propofed  a  limitation  of 
penfions  to  60,000  I.  a  year;!  but 


lord  of  the  treafury  himfelf,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
the  other  commiffioners  of  that 
department.     To     thefe    arrange- 


he  did  not  propofe  to  take   away  ments    were    added  fome    regula- 

any   man's    prefent    penlion,    and  tions,  which  would   for  ever  have 

thought    it  more   prudent    in   that  prevented  any  civil  lift  debt  from 

refpeft  not  to  adhere  to  the  letter  again  coining  on   the  public. 
of  the  petitions.  No  fmall  ufe  was  made  in  this 

To    this   plan   of    reduction   he  fpeech  of  the  oeconomical  reform, 

fobjoined   a  plan   of  arrangement,  which     Mr.     Neckcr    had    intro- 

This  he    profefled   to   be   his    fa-  duced     in    the     French    finances, 

vOurite  part  of  the  fcheme,  as  he  and    the     great    efFedts    which    it 

conceived  it  would  eiteftually  pre-  had  already  produced,  both  as   an 

'S'ent    all  prodigality   in   the    civil  example    and    ground     of     argu- 

lift   in    future.      He    propofed    to  ment,    for    adopting    Mr.   Burke's 

eftabiiih  a  fiited  and  invariable  or-  fyftem. 

der  in  all  payments,  from  which  -  Such  was  the  nature  and  defiga 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  ihould  of  this  celebrated  plan  of  reform, 
not  be  permitted  upon  any  pre-  vVhich  took  up  the  largeft  part 
tence  whatever  to  deviatf.  For  of  this  very  long  feffion.  During 
this  purpofe,  he  divided  the  ci-  a  long  fpeech  of  more  than  three 
vS  lift  paymer.ts  into  nine  clafles,  hours^  every  fide  of  the  Houfe 
putting  each  clafs  forward  -accoi-d-  fliewed  equal  marks  of  the  moft 
ing  to  the  importance  or  juftice  profound  attentipn.  Men  of  all 
of  the  demand,  or  to  the  inabi-  parties,  however  many  of  them 
lity  of  the  perfons  inticled  to  en-  might  afterwards  oppofe,  or  dif- 
force  their  precenfions.  In  the  approve  of*  Mr.  Burke's  fyftem, 
firft  of  thefe  clafles  were  placed  could  not  for  the  prelent  refrain 
the  judges  ;  the  miniftei-s  to  fo-  from  befto'.vin'g  their  applaufe. 
reign  courts  in  the  fecond  ;  tradef-  Nor  were  his  opponents  in  par- 
men,  who  fupplied  the  crdwn,  in  liament  by  any  means  backward  ' 
the  third  ;  domeftie  fervants  of  in  declaring  their  admiration,  of 
the  king,  and  all  perfons  in  effi-  that  amazing  fund  of  knowledge, 
cient  offices,  whofe  (lilaries  did  not  with  refpedt  to  every  fubjecl  of 
exceed  200 1.  a  year,  in  the  fourth;  conftitutional  right,  of  foreign  po- 
the  penfions  and  allowances  of  the  licy,  of  domeftic  or  colonial  go- 
royal    family,    comprehending    of  vernment,    and  of  relative  or   ge- 
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Seneral  commercial  interefts,  of 
^hlch  that  gentleman  bad  upon 
the  prefent  as  well  as  former  occa- 
fions,  given  fuch  eminent  proofs. 

The  minifter  felt  that  the  Houfe 
was     much     ftruck    and     afFedled 
with    what    they    had   heard.    He 
knew  that  the  public  loudly  called 
for  fome  plan  of  reform  ;  and  one 
now  appeared,  which  it  would  be 
highly   ^angerous    to    try  the   ex- 
periment of  rejecting  on  the   firft 
propofal.     He  therefore  agreed   to 
admit    the    queftion   on    the    firll 
motion.    He,  who  is  ufually  can- 
did and  liberal  in   his  manner  of 
treating  his   adverfafies  ;    and   be- 
ing a  man  of  great   abilities  and 
rjloquence,  feems  pleafed  with   ta- 
lents,  even  when  they  prefs    hard 
upon    himfelf ;      now    paffed    the 
higheft  encomiums    on   the   author 
of  the    plan.     He  likewife  aii'ured 
the  Houfe,  that  no  member   in  it 
was   more    zealous    for   the    eila- 
bliihment  of  a    permanent   fyftem 
of   cecouomy  than   he    was    him- 
felf.     But,    that  befides   the   fub- 
jeAs  of  the  prefent   being  fo  nu- 
merous  and   various  as   to  require 
forae  time  for  comprehenfion,  fome 
of    them    likewife     afFefted     the 
king's     patrimonial     income,     on 
which^  account,    he     thought    the 
permiifion  of  the  crown  ftiould   be 
iirft  obtained  before  they  proceed- 
ed  on  them.     On  this  ground  he 
propofed    to     poftpone    the    three 
bills  which  related   to   the  crown 
lands,    and     to     the     uniting    the 
principality  of  Wales,   the   county 
palatine      of    Chel^er,    with     the 
duchy     and    county     palatine    of 
Lancafter,     to    the     crown.      Al- 
though  this  diftindion  was  ftrong- 
iy     controverted  ;    yet,     when    it 
was  infilled  on  as  a   point  of  de- 
corum   only,    it   was   agreed    to 


poftpone  the  bills  to  a  future  day. 
In  three  days  after,  they  were, 
however,  brought  in  without  op- 
pofition.  The  laft  bill,  for  unit- 
ing the  duchy  of-  Cornwall  to  the 
crown,  was  objefted  to  by  the  fur- 
veyor  general  of  the  duchy,  on 
account  of  the  minority  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  whofe  rightsi 
were  concerned.  Although  the 
minifter  was  totally  filent  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  that  Mr.  Burke 
ttrongly  contended  againft  the 
principle  of  the  objedion,  he, 
however,  at  length,  confented  to 
withdraw  that  motion  for  the  pre- 
fent. Thus  the  queftion  for 
bringing  in  the  bills,  palled  for 
that  time  without  any  difficulty. 

We  have  feen  before  the  recefs, 
that  on  the  lofs  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne's  firll  motion,  he  dc- 
fe»red  his  fecond,  (which  he, 
however,  left  during  the  interme- 
diate time  for  confideration)  to  the 
8th  of  February,  for  which  day 
the  lords  were  then  fummoned. 
There  was  accordingly  an  ex- 
ceeding full  Houfe  on  the  ap- 
pointed day,  and  the  noble  earl 
opened  the  buiinels  with  a  mo- 
tion to  the  following  purport. 

That  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, confifting  of  members  of  both 
Houfes,  poileffing  neither  em- 
ployment nor  penfion,  to  examine 
without  delay  into  the  public  ex- 
penditure and  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  fame  ;  more  par- 
ticularly into  the  manner  of  mak- 
ing all  contra£ts  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  take  into  confideration, 
what  faving  can  be  made,  con- 
fiftent  with  public  dignity,  juf- 
tice  and  gratitude,  by  an  aboli- 
tion of  old  and  new  created  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  have  either 
ceafed,  or  fhall  on  enquiry    prove 
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inadequate  to  the  fees,  or  other 
emoluments  arifing  therefrom ;  or 
by  the  rcduftion  of  fuch  falaries, 
or  other  allowances  and  profits  as 
may  appear  to  be  unreafonable  ; 
th^t  the  fame  may  be  applied  to 
lefien  the  prefent  ruinous  expendi- 
ture, and  to  enable  us  to  carry 
oil  the  prefent  war  againft  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  with  that  de- 
cifion  and  vigour,  which  can  alone 
refult  from  national  zeal,  confi- 
dence, and  unanimity. 

The  noble  earl  took  a  wide 
fcope  both  as  to  argument  and 
matter,  in  the  fupport  of  his  mo- 
tion ;  difplaying  much  and  va- 
rious information,  and  giving 
proofs  of  the  induftry  as  well  as 
ability  for  which  he  is  diPcinguifh- 
cd.  The  great  point,  he  faid,  to 
which  all  his  wifhes  tended,  and 
to  effedl  which  his  motion  was 
chiefly  framed,  was  to  annihilate 
the  undue  influence,  operating 
upon  both  houies  of  parliament, 
and  to  eftablifti  a  conftitutional 
power,  inftead  of  an  unconftitu- 
tional  influence.  The  latter  was 
the  curfe  and  bane,  and  would, 
if  not  timely  eradicated,  prove 
the  deftrutStion  of  this  country  ; 
the  former,  whether  defcribed  un- 
der the  name  of  prerogative,  or 
patronage,  or  the  natural  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  grew  out  of 
the  nature  of  the  conftitution,  and 
was  accordingly  congenial  to  it. 
That  folid,  natural,  conftitution- 
al power,  which,  in  this  limited 
government,  formed  an  eflfential 
part  of  the  inherent  rights  and 
appendages  of  royalty,  afforded  a 
neceflfary  poize  in  the  ballance  of 
the  conftitution,  which  fecured 
the  independency  of  the  crown, 
from  being  weighed  down  by  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  legifla- 


ture.  The  fovereign  was  indeed 
endowed  with  great  and  high  pre- 
rogatives, and  an  extenfive  na- 
tural intereft ;  but  thefe  were 
very  properly  placed  in  his  hands, 
not  only  to  afford  due  weight  to 
government,  but  to  enable  him 
to  reward  and  to  fix  the  attach- 
ment, fidelity,  zeal,  and  to  call 
out  the  aftive  fervices,  ^of  thofe 
perfons,  who  were  appointed  to 
difcharge  the  feveral  fun£lions  of 
the  ftate.  The  proper  application 
of  thefe  powers,  afibrded  the  high- 
eft  incentives  to  fidelity,  to  the 
utmolt  exertion  of  every  faculty 
for  the  advancement  of  the  public 
interefts,  and  to  the  moft  gallant 
and  noble  military  fervices. 

But  a  fatal  fyftem,  he  faid,  of 
undue  influence,  no  lefs  perni- 
cious to  the  crown,  than  ruinous 
.to  the  nation,  had  moft  unhap^ 
pily,  in  this  reign,  been  adopted, 
and  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 
that  wholefome  and  conftitutional 
power.-  On  this  head  he  expa- 
tiated long  and  with  great  feve- 
rity.  He  faid  that  in  confequence 
of  that  fyftem,  every  thing  |which 
could  excite  a  generous  emula- 
tion in  public  virtue  and  fervice;, 
was  funic  and  loft  in  the  gulph 
of  influence.  The  gallant  veteran, 
the  man  of  high  honour  and  in- 
flexible integrity,  was  not  only 
fure  of  being  laid  by  and  neg- 
leded,  but  thought  himfelf  hap- 
py, if  he  did  not  experience  re- 
peated mortifications  and  infults, 
and  could  even  preferve  his  cha~ 
radter  and  honour  inviolate,  from 
thofe  atrocious  attempts  to  which 
both  were  liable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  unworthy,  the  fervile, 
the  bafe,  and  the  incapable,  were 
thofe  only  who  rejoice4  and 
triumphed  j    it  was   their  fummer 
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and  feafon  of  joy ;  the  means 
which  led  to  their  preferment  and 
favour,  being  perfedlly  congenial 
to  the  bafenefs  of  their  own  na- 
ture, redoubled  their  enjoyment ; 
whilll  the  internal  conviftion,  that 
,  they  could  not  have  arrived  at 
thefe  diftindtions  under  any  other 
poffible  fyftem  of  government,  af- 
forded a  new  zeft  to  the  relifli  of 
their  fituation. 

To  annihilate  this  Influence, 
and  to  reltore  to  the  crown  its  con- 
iHtutional  power,  he  declared, 
were,  the  objefts  he  had  in  view, 
and  whofe  attainment  formed  his 
moll  earned  wifh.  But  as  long 
as  a  heedlefs  prodigal  minifter, 
was  allowed  to  difpofe  annually, 
without  check,  control,  account, 
or  reftraint,  of  twenty  millions  of 
the  public  money,  (which  was^ 
about  the  rate  of  our  prefent  ex- 
penditure) every  hope,  every  at- 
tempt of  that  fort,  would  be  fu- 
tile and  ridiculous. 

He  took  a  wide  circuit  through 
the  meafures  and  motives  that 
'  led  to  the  condufl  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  American  war, 
in  order  thereby  to  trace  and  de- 
velope,  in  all  its  ftages,  that  in- 
fluence, and  its  unhappy  efFedls, 
which  he  fo  ftrongly  charged  and 
condemned.  In  this  courfe,  he 
ilated  a  number  of  deceptions  and 
impofitions,  by  which,  he  faid, 
minifters  had  led  parliament  and 
'  the  nation,  ftsp  by  ftep,  into  that 
ruinous  conteft,  until  they  were 
fo  far  involved  that  there  was  not 
a  pofubility  of  retreating.  He 
likevvife  entered  into  a  long,  and 
alsly-condufled  detail,  relative  to 
the  itate,  amount,  and  mode  of 
contradting  of  our  public  debts, 
the  high  rate  of  intereft  at  which 
we  were  compelled 'to  borrow,  and 


the  ihameful  wafte  of  money 
which,  he  endeavoured  to  (hewj^ 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  ex- 
penditure. 

He  fupported  his  motion  on  the 
ground  of  precedent  by  Ihewing, 
fhat  commiflions  of  accounts  had 
almoft  been  regularly  paffed,  from 
the  fecond  year  after  the  revolu- 
tion, through  the  reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne,  and 
the  frrft  year  of  George  the  Firft, 
from  which  time  they  were  dif- 
continued.  And,  that  although 
all  thefe  afts  did  not  anfwer  every 
thing  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pedled  from  them,  they  were, 
however,  the  caufe  of  detedling 
and  reforming  many  flagrant 
abufes,  which  had  crept  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  ; 
the  recalling  of  improper  grants 
made  by  the  crown ;  the  difcover- 
ing  of  feveral  notorious  frauds  ; 
and  of  bringing  home  corruption, 
particularly  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  to  feveral  members  of 
the   other  houfe. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  feconded 
the  motion,  and  gave  feveral 
llriking  inftances  from  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  dillrefl'es  of  the 
people,  the  fall  of  rents,  the  ex- 
traordinary decreafe  in  the  value 
of  land,  and  the  failure  of  farm- 
ers, even  upon  old  tenures.  He 
concluded,  that  one  ray  of  hope 
broke  in  to  chear  us,  in  the  midlt 
of  our  public  calamities,  which 
was,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
nation,  and  of  men  of  every  party 
and  defcription,  feemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
general  reform  could  fave  this 
country  ;  a  change  of  minilliy, 
and  an  ceconomical  expenditure 
of  the  public  mon^y,  was  the  ge- 
neral cry  ;    and  he  trulled,  that  if 
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the  people  were  fincere,  firm,  and 
true  to  themfelves,  the  falvation 
of  this  country  might  yet  be  ef- 
feded. 

The  lords  in  admlniftratlon,  or 
office,  oppofed  the  motion  more 
particularly  upon  the  two  folljvv- 
ing  grounds,  which  afforded  ob- 
jeftions  to  it,  they  contended,  that 
were  totally  infurmountable.  The 
firil  was  the  impropriety,  and 
even  the  incompetency,  of  one 
houfe  of  parliament  to  come  to 
any  relolu^on,  which  went  even- 
tually to  bind  and  conclude  the 
proceedings  of  the  other.  That 
houfe  had  no  more  power  or  au- 
thority over  the  other,  than  the 
pther  had  over  that.  It  would 
therefore  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
abfurd  and  nugatory,  to  refbjve 
or  vote  a  matter,  which  when  re- 
folved  or  voted,  ^  could  carry  no 
efficacy  whatever  without  their 
own  walls.-r-The  other  ftrong 
ground  of  objetlion  was,  the  im- 
propripty  of  the  interference  of 
that  houfe,  and  indeed  its  total 
incompetency,  with  refpeft  to  the 
inftifuting  in  the  firft  inftance  of 
any  enquiry,  or  the  attempting  to 
exercife  any  power  of  control  or 
reform,  in  relation  to  the  public 
expenditure.  That  was  a  bufinefs 
folely  appertaining  to  the  other 
houfe.  It  was  an  exclufive  in- 
herei^t  privilege,  which  they  ne- 
ver would  part  with  upon  any  ac- 
count, direilly  or  indirectly  ;  nei- 
ther by  compolltion,  compromife, 
or  compaft,  The  care  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  purfe,  and 
the  confequent  controul  of  the 
public  expenditure,  had  for  a  long 
ferics  of  years,  and  even  of  ages, 
been  irj  the  exclufive  poiTefTion  of 
die  con^mons.  Both  houfes  had 
their     peculiar    rights    and    privi- 


leges. Time,  ufage,  and  acquief- 
cence,  had  given  the  lords  an  ex- 
clufive power  in  matters  of  judi- 
cature ;  the  claim  of  originating 
money  bills,  by  the  other  houfe, 
had  the  fame  authority  to  fupport 
it.  If  the  lords  controverted  their 
rights  in  public  matters,  the  com- 
mons would,  probably,  difpute  in 
turn  the  power  of  judicature  ia 
the  lafl  refort  exercifed  by  the 
peers. 

They  obferved,  that  contefts  be- 
tween both  houfes  ought,  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occalions,  to  be 
carefully  provided  againft  and  pre- 
vented ;  but  much  more  fo  in  fea-r 
fons  of  great  difficulty,  fuch  a§ 
the  prefent  confeffedly  was,  wheq, 
harmony  and  mutual  confidence 
were  become  indifpenfibly  necef- 
fary  to  the  carrying  on  of  public 
bufmefs,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate.  That  fuch  difputes  had 
arifen  in  the  beginning  of  Queen 
Aane's  reign,  which  produced 
great  heats  and  difagreements 
within  doors,  and  much  diflatis- 
fadlion  and  difcontent  without ; 
infomuch  that  '  the  queen  found 
herfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  dlf- 
folving  her  parliament,  in  order 
to  prevent  matters  from  being 
carried  to  extremity. 

They  reprefented  the  account- 
ant bills  which  had  been  pafled  in 
the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne, 
as  originating  merely  inj  and  be- 
ing fupported  only  by  fadlion. 
Infilled,  that  they  were  found  to 
anfwer  no  good  purpofe  whatever  ; 
and  to  have  proved  nugatory  as 
to  the  attainment  of  any  fubftan- 
tial  or  defirable  cbjedt.  And  that 
accordingly,  foon  after  the  accef- 
fion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
when  that  illuftrious  family  came  to 
be  firmly  eftablilhed  on  the  throne  ; 

[G]  4  when 
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when  faftion,  tumult  and  fedition 
v/ere  crufned  ;  and  the  continual 
fluftuation  of  councils  which  per- 
plexed and  diflradted  the  two  pre- 
ceding reigns,  had  giVen  way  to 
fteadinefs  and  ftability  ;  an  end 
was  then  defervedly  and  wifely 
put,  to  the  continuance  or  renew- 
al of  that,  at  leaft,  inefFedive 
Jaw,  which  it  had  for  fome  time 
been  the  fafhion  to  pafs  annually, 
for  examining,  controlling,  and 
ftating  the  public  accounts  of  the 
kingdom. 

A  great  law  lord,  highly  emi- 
nent for  his  acutenefs,  learning, 
and  ability,  ftrongly  contended, 
that  the  propofed  or  intended  re- 
formation implied  in  the  motion, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  contrads, 
and  the  improper  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  was  wholly  un-- 
neceffary,  as  the  powers  already 
in  being,  were  fully  competent 
to  the  attainment  of  redrefs,  with- 
out any  new  ones  being  created 
for  that  purpofe.  In^  fupport  of 
this  affertion  he  cited  a  cafe  with- 
in his  own  knowledge,  which  hap- 
pened many  years  iince^  when  he 
was  attorney-general,  at  which 
time  he  profecuted  a  governor  to 
-convidlion,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  fome  fraud  with  refpeft  to  the 
cloathing  of  a  regiment.  What- 
ever bargain  or  contraft,  he  faid, 
was  made  with  government,  the 
law  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  bona  fide 
tranfadiion,  and  that  the  crown 
had  full  value,  and  an  equitable 
equivalent ;  and  the  law,  in  every 
fuch  tranfaftion,  gave  a  power  of 
redrefs,  either  by  punifhing  the 
perfon  who  (hould  be  deteded  in 
defrauding  the  public,  or  by  al- 
lowing  the  contrador  only  fuch  a 
fu.m,  as  his  fervices  or  his  com- 
modity   deferved,  —  He      farther 


ftated,  that  the  minifter,  and  eve-^ 
ry  other  perfon  ading  under  the 
crown,  were  already,  in  fad,  as 
refponfible  for  the  expenditure  of 
every  part  of  the  public  money 
which  pafTcd  through  their  hands, 
as  it  was  poffible  for  the  law  to 
render  them.  They  vjzvt^  amena- 
ble both  to  the  crown  and  parlia- 
ment ;  to  the  firft  in  his  majefty's 
courts  of  law,  and  to  the  latter, 
in  their  inquihtorial  capacity. 

Nothing  excited  fo  much  in- 
dignation on  that  fide,  as  that 
paffage  in  the  motion,  which  ren- 
dered the  lords  in  office,  and  all 
thofe  who  enjoyed  any  emolu- 
ment or  penfion  under  the  crown, 
incapable  of  being  members  of  the 
propofed  committee.  '  But  it  was, 
more  particularly  refented,  and 
that  with  no  common  degree  of 
warmth^  by  a  noble  carl  lately 
come  into  adminiftration.  He 
declared  it  was  a  libel  on  the 
whole  body  of  the  peerage,  as  it 
fuppofed,  that  fuch  of  their  lord- 
Ihips  as  enjoyed  places  under  go- 
vernment were,  from  that  cir- 
cumilance,  liable  to  be  warped 
from  their  duty,  and  to  give  cor- 
rupt opinions  on  a  qucftion,  which 
it  was  maintained  in  argument 
was  intended,  and  would  effed, 
the  falvation  of  their  ctnintry.  It 
was,  he  would  maintain,  a  gene- 
ral and  dired  libel  upon  that 
houfe,  and  a  particular  libel  upon 
every  noble  lord  who  flood  in  the 
defcribed  predicament.  It  was  a 
libel  on  himfelf  as  an  individual  ; 
and  he  affirmed,  from  his  owr^ 
knowledge,  that  it  was  falfe  and 
unfounded. 

Some  other  lords  who  were  in 
the  fame  predicament,  and  who 
likewife  objeded  to  that  exclufion 
in  the    motion,  did   not  go  fo  far 
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in  their  refentmept ;  and  were  fa- 
tisfied  to  aflert  their  own  inde- 
pendence and  integrity,  iiotxyith- 
Ibnding  any  favours  they  owed  to 
the  crown.  A  noble  earl  in  par- 
ticular, who  had  lately  b?en  at 
the  head  of  a  commiffion  ?.broad, 
of  the  kigheft  truft,  and  of,  per- 
haps, tke  greateft  poffible  import- 
ance, and  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  an  office  of  honour  and 
dignity  at  home,  fpoke  highly,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  debate,  in 
favour^  of  the  principle  on  which 
the  prefent  motion  was  founded. 
And  while  he  gave  his  own  fuUeft 
approbation  to  the  principle,  de- 
clared the  attempt  to  be  fo  truly 
meritorious,  as  highly  to  deferve 
the  attention  of  every  noble  lord 
prefent.  He  only  lamented  that 
the  paiTage  in  queftion,  fhould,  at 
this  moft  critical  and  perilous  cri- 
fis,  exclude  any  noble  lord,  from 
rendering  every  fervice  he  was  ca- 
pable of  to  his  country  ;  and 
thought  it  extremely  ill  judged, 
at  fuch  a  feafon,  to  cut  off  the 
committee  from  the  affiftance  of 
fome  of  the  firft  charafters  and 
ablell  men  in  the  kingdom.  From 
this  circumftance,  although  he 
moft  cordially  approved  of  the  ob- 
jeft  which  the  motion  pointed  to, 
he  found  himfelf  in  the  difagree- 
able  predicament  of  not  being 
permitted  to  give  a  vote  either 
way ;  but  if  this  objedlion  were 
removed,  the  propofition  fhould 
jneet  with  his  moft  hearty  affent. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  county 
meetings,  petitions  and  sfTocia- 
tions,  was  the  means  of  intro- 
ducing much  warmth  of  language 
and  fcntiment,  feverity  of  ftric- 
ture,  and  bitternefs  of  obfervation 
and  reply,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate.    A  noble   lord  newly  come 


into  adminiftration,  having  charg-. 
ed  the  motion  with  the  feveral  de- 
fers of  informality,  abfurdity,  and 
incfficacy  with  reipedl  to  its  avow- 
ed objeft,  paffed  feveral  fevere 
ftriftures  on  the  fuppofed  motives 
and  intentions,  which  led  to  its 
being  brought  forward  at  the  pre- 
fent time.  FJe  affirqied,  that  if; 
was  meant  to  combine  the  motion 
with  the  petitions  now  before,  an4 
daily  prefenting  to  the  other 
houfe  ;  that  as  the  petitions  them- 
felves  had  been  promoted  by  the 
moll  unjuftifiable  and  improper 
means,  fo  the  motion  was  certain- 
ly intended  to  be^  a  relation  to 
them,  in  order  to  embarrafs  go-» 
vernment,  and  throw  an  odium  oa 
his  majefty's  confidential  advifers. 
That,  if  the  motion  operated  at 
all,  it  could  be  only  in  that  way. 
The  -  petitions  and  their  contents 
were  in  general  created ;  and  when 
they  feemed  to  arife  fpontaneouf- 
ly,  and  from  fentiment,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  cafe  in  very  few 
inftances,  they  were  founded  >  iix 
no  better  than  abfurd,  impradli-, 
cable  notions  of  public  reforma- 
tion, and  fpecious  theories,  cal- 
culated to  miflead  the  nation,  as 
being  direfted  to  objects,  either 
unattainable,  or  which,  if  attain- 
ed, muft  undermine  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  finally  lead  to  public 
confufion.  That  the  motion  would 
produce  efFefts  fimilar  to  the  coun- 
ty petitions  if  agreed  to  ;  it  would 
embroil  both  houfep,  impede  pub- 
lic bufinefs,  and  tend  to  anarchy 
and  confufion. 

A  noble  earl,  who  had  like- 
wife  lately  come  into  office,  hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  fhew  the  in- 
formality, impradicability,  and 
libellous  tendency  of  the  motion, 
proceeded  to  reprobate,  in  highly 
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indignant  and  pafllonate  terms, 
the  county  meetings  and  petitions. 
He  faid  they  originated  merely  in 
fadious  motives, -and  in  factious 
motives  too  of  the  very  worft  com- 
plexion. They  tended  to  ufurp 
the  powers  of  government,  and  to 
compel  parliament  to  conceffions 
of  the  moft  dangerous  and  uncon- 
fiitutional  nature  ;  they  were  fet 
np  as  another  eftate,  unknown  to 
the  conftitution.  They  would,  if 
not  timely  fupprefled,  lead  to 
anarchy  and  public  confufion.  As 
yet,  they  had  been  cautioufly  and 
artfully  kept  within  the  verge  of 
the  law,  though,  in  fafl,  they 
reached  to  the  very  brink  of  re- 
bellion. He  denied  that  they 
were  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  at 
large;  and  he  hoped,  whatever 
malignant  fpirit  gave  them  birth, 
that  it  would  be  inllantly  crufh- 
ed.  There  was  nothing  but  refo- 
lution  and  firmnefs,  which  he  was 
perfuaded  their  lordfhips  would 
never  warit,  when  their  rights 
were  attempted  to  be  invaded,  ne~ 
cefTary  to  fubdue  them  ;  and  if 
lie  had  no  other  reafon  for  oppof- 
ing  the  prefent  motion  in  all  its 
parts,  he  could  find  in  his  own 
mind  a  fufHcient  motive  for  giv- 
ing it  a  negative,  from  its  being 
fo  nearly  -aJlied  in  pripciple  and 
in  objedt,  to  that  factious,  dan- 
gerous, innovating,  and  uncon- 
ftitutional  fpirit,  which  had  given 
exigence  to  the  county  meetings. 
• — He  concluded,  by  declaring  he 
was  fatisfied,  that  the  prefent 
motion  was  framed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  muft  enfure  it  a  negative, 
in  order  thereby  to  throw  an  odium 
\ipon  ad miniilr alien,  and  give  an 
opportunity  to  its  friends  and  fup- 
porters  to  enter  a  flaming  protcft, 
which,   being  foon  publimed,  and 


making  its  way  into  the  country, 
would  ferve  to  foment  and  in- 
creafe  that  fpirit  of  fedition  and 
difafFedtion,  which  both  the  au- 
thors and  friends  of  this  motion 
wifhed  to  diffeminate  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Such  language  and  charges 
could  not  pafs  without  reprehen- 
lion ;  but  we  (hall  firft  attend  to 
the  means  ufed  for  removing  the 
objedlions  which  were  made  to  the 
motion  upon  its  own  bottom. 
The  lords  in  oppofition  expreifed 
their  furprize,  to  hear  the  point 
of  informality  fo  much  laboured, 
and  Co  long  dwelt  upon,  without 
the  propofal  of  a  remedy  where 
it  might  be  fo  eafily  applied,  and 
without  a  fingle  argument  of  any 
weight  being  brought  againft  the 
main  objedt  of  the  motion.  The 
noble  framer,  they  fajd,  had  avow- 
edly left  it  open,  in  order  to  af- 
ford room  for  its  being  rendered 
palateable  to  all  parties.  The 
principle  of  the  motion,  public 
reformation  and  national  cecono- 
my,  formed  the  only  objefts  of 
confideration  ;  and  it  mattered  no- 
thing how  it  might  be  new  fram- 
ed, altered  and  modified,  fa 
thefe  were  promoted.  One  fimple 
remedy  was  obvious  and  at  h^nd, 
which  would  efFeftually  remove 
that  informality  upon  which  fa 
much  fcrefs  was  laid,  and  that  was 
a  matter  of  no  greater  difficulty 
than  merely  omitting  the  words^ 
"  both  houfes ;"  and  the  motion 
V.'ould  then  run-»-"  That  a  com-^ 
mittee  be  appointed."  Jt  was  a 
mere  matter  of  form  ;  and  upon 
a  queftion  of  fo  great  importance, 
and  a  bufmefs  of  fuch  evident  'ne-y 
ceffity,  fuch  paltry  cavils  were  in- 
excufable,  and  even  fhameful. 

With  regard  to  the  objection  of 
inter- 
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interfering  with  the  other  houfe  in 
money  matters,  they  faid,  that 
without  entering  at  all  into  the 
queftion  as  an  abftraft  propofition, 
and  without  any  occafion  for  at  all 
meafuring  the  peculiar  rights  and 
privileges  of  either  houfe  of  par- 
liament, this  objection  would  be 
as  caiily  done  away  as  the  former. 
The  fimple  meafure  of  a  confer- 
ence would  equally  remove  every 
difficulty  with  refpefl  to  both.  All 
queflions  with  refpeft  to  points  of 
order,  or  exclulive  privilege,  would 
inltantly  vanilh,  when  both  houfes 
agreed  in  principle,  and  united  in 
opinion,  upon  the  neceffity  of  a 
reform.  But  abilradled  from  that 
remedy,  no  noble  lord  prefent 
would  deny,  but  that  houfe  had  a 
right  of  enquiry  in  fuch  matters, 
fo  far  as  the  difpofal  of  public  mo- 
nies came  under  their  cognizance 
as  a  deliberative  body  ;  it  fignified 
very  little  which  houfe  took  up  the 
bufmefs,  fo  that  the  objedt  was  ob- 
tained ;  the  matter  could  not  be 
finally  fettled  without  the  aid  of  an 
aft  of  parliament ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  either  houfe  had  its  power  of 
aflenting  or  diffenting  to  whatever 
came  from  the  other. 

A  noble  duke  on  the  fame  fide, 
went  ftill  farther  on  that  ground. 
He  infilled,  and  with  great  flrength 
of  argument  and  knowledge  of  the 
fubjeft  endeavoured  to  demon- 
llrate,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
was  fully  competent  to  enquire  in- 
to the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney ;  to  examine  and  controul  both 
its  receipt  and  iffue  ;  and  to  pu- 
nifh  delinquents,  if  any  fuch 
could  be  found.  He  cited  exam- 
ples to  fhew  that  they  had  often 
exercifed  thofe  powers ;  and  de- 
clared, he  never  would  fuffer  the 
'  petty  purpofes  of  a  fadtion  to  lead 


to  a  furrender    of  their    inherent 
rights. 

The  noble  duke  likewife  ftrong- 
ly  controverted  the  pofition  held 
out  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  ar- 
ticle of  exclufion  propofed  in  the 
motion,  was  a  libel  upon  the  whole 
body  of  the  peerage,  and  particu- 
larly fo  upon  the  fervants  of  the 
crown.  He  argued,  that  the  in- 
tended exclufion  was  formed  upon 
the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion,  and  upon  the  whole  plan  of 
Englilh  jurifprudence.  The  law, 
at  leaft  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, always  excluded  perfons  from 
afting  in  any  fituation  which  con- 
cerned others  where  they  might 
be  fuppofed  to  aft  under  partiality, 
influence,  or  prejudice,  or  to  have 
any  local  or  native  bias  on  their 
minds.  Such  was  the  cafe  in  the 
conllituting  of  juries,  both  in  civil 
and  criminal  matters ;  fuch  was 
the  cafe  of  a  judge  going  the  cir- 
cuit into  a  country  in  which  he  was 
born  or  poflefled  property ;  and 
fuch  in  a  great  variety  of  other  in- 
ftances.  Such  general  legal  pro- 
vifions,  and  prudential  •  cautions, 
which  went  to  guard  again  ft  the 
weaknefs,  infirmities,  the  paffions, 
and  the  vices  i  :  niarikind  ai  large^ 
to  preferve  individuals  from  being 
expofed  to  the  dangerous  trials  of' 
needlefs  and  improper  temptation, 
and  even  to  fence  in  private' cha- 
rafter  from  undue  fulpicion,  could 
never  be  fuppofed  to  convey  re- 
fleftion  or  imputation  againft  any 
man,  or  body  of  men. 

In  refpeft  to  the  declarations  of 
the  court'  lords,  relative  to  the 
manner  of  obtaining  the  petitions, 
many  other  lords  arofe  to  give  the 
moft  unqualiiied  contradiftion  in 
point  of  faft,  as  to  feveral  matters 
which  were  Hated  on  the  other 
•  fide. 
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fide.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, in  particular,  ably  vindicat- 
ed the  Yorkfhire  meeting.  He 
affirmed,  tiiat  it  was  neither  pro* 
pofed  or  promoted,  by  any  party, 
or  faction,  or  by  any  particular 
defcription  of  men.  It  originated 
in  the  fpontaneous  propofitions  and 
communications  of  the  indepen- 
dent and  honert  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  all  defcriptions,  pafties, 
aiid  interelb.  The  meeting  at 
York  was  too  numerous  and:'  too 
independent,  to  be  biafled  or  led, 
by  any  influence  or  power  what- 
ever. The  freeholders  compriz- 
ed, upon  that  occafion,  within  the 
compafs  of  a  fingle  room,  pof- 
fefled  landed  property  to  the  a- 
mount  of  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  j  and  iince  that 
meeting,  no  lefs  than  nine  thou- 
fand gentlemen,  clergy,  and  free- 
holders, figried  the  petition  then 
agreed  upon.  As  a  farther  proof 
of  the  general  fentiments  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  he  ftated, 
that  the  petition  from  the  city  of 
York  had  been  figned  by  no  lefs 
that|  nine  hundred  and  twenty  per- 
fons  ;  although,  at  a  late  warmly 
contefted  eledlion  for  the  fame 
city,  only  nine  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-two  perfons  were  polled  on 
all  fxdes.  Other  noblemen  vindi- 
cated other  meetings,  which  came 
within  their  refpedlive  knowledge. 

With  refpeft  to  the  heavy  charges 
laid  againft  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  the  motives  and  4e- 
figns  of  the  petitioners,  particu- 
larly by  a  noble  earl  in  adminiflra- 
tion,  it  was  replied,  that  Ame- 
rica had  refilled,  in  order  to  redrefs 
her  grievances  ;  fo  had  Ireland  ; 
fo  had    Scotland  j    did   the   noble 


lord  undertake  to  fay,  that  the 
Englifh  aflbciators  were  the  only 
part  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts  whole 
petitions,  in  the  firll  inftance,  were 
to  be  branded  with  the  odious  epi-» 
thets  of  treafonable  and  rebelli- 
ous ?  Was  every  other  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  to  be  lillened 
to  ?  And  was  the  feat  of  empire 
alone  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
and  foul  language  ?  —  Were  fifty 
thoufaJnd  armed  Irifli  aflbciators, 
to  have  their  grievances  redrefled, 
as  dutiful,  loyal,  and  obedient 
fubjedls  ?  And  was  the  county 
meetings  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, unarmed,  unaflbciated,  un- 
embodied,  without  either  ftaves, 
or  any  other  weapon,  offenfive  or 
defenfive,  to  be  chargpd  with  be-f 
ing  on  the  brink  of  treafon  and  re* 
bellion? — Had  not  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  in  a  public  aft, 
in  which  he  reprefented  the  perfoa 
of  the  fovereign,  publicly  thanks 
cd  the  Irilh  aflbciator?,  though 
armed  againft  law  ?  And  what 
judgment  can  the  world  pafs  on  4 
man,  who  as  *  governor,  or  lord 
lieutenant  of  an  Irilh  county,  con* 
veyed  the  thanks  of  that  parlia-* 
ment,  to  the  affociators,  thus  ille- 
gally armed,  of  that  county  over 
which  he  prefided,  and  who  now, 
as  an  Engliihman,  Ihould  ftand 
up,  and  charge  the  Engliih  coun- 
ty meetings  with  every  fpecies  of 
public  criminality  Ihort  of  aftual 
rebellion  ? 

It  was  obferved,  by  another  no- 
ble duke  on  the  fame  fide,  that  the 
noble  lord  in  adminiftration,  was 
ever  ready  to  conftrue  every  thing 
into  rebellion,  which  carried  the 
leaft  appearance  of  oppofition  to 
the    unconftituiional    influence    of 


*  Earl  of  Hillfborough, 
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tViC  crown  i  and  had  been  pecu- 
liarly fortunate  in  predlfting  thofe 
very  rebellions,  or  ads  of  reftft-. 
ance,  which,  in  refpeft  of  Ame- 
rica, he  had  been  fo  inftrumental 
in  exciting. 

A  noble  vifcount  on  the  fame 
fide,  juftificd  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  faid,  that  parlia- 
ment having,  through  the  enor- 
mous influence  of  the  crown,  aban- 
doned the  care  and  protedtion  of 
tlie  people,  it  was  at  length  be- 
come neceffary  that  the  people 
themfelves  Ihould  look  to  their 
own  prefervation.  And  he  con- 
gratulated his  country,  on  the  ap- 
proaching appearance  of  being 
emancipated,  through  the  virtue 
and  firmnefs  of  the  people,  from 
a  fyftem  ,  of  government,  and  a 
mal-adminiftration  of  public  af, 
fairs,  hitherto  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  England. 

Some  occafional,  but  very  inte- 
lefting  matter,  was  introduced  in 
this  day's  debate.  A  noble  mar- 
quis, who  had  once,  for  fome  fiiort 
time,  been  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
having,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  exceedingly  pointed  fpeech, 
gone  over,  beddes  a  variety  of  new 
ground,  fome  part  of  that  which 
he  had  opened  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  feffion,  diredly  charged  the 
general  amount,  of  our  paft  and 
prefent  difcontcnts,  diforders,  mif- 
fortunes,  and  dangers,  to  a  new, 
unconftitutional,  and  defpotic  fyf- 
tem, adopted  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  reign,  and 
which  confifted  in  governing  this 
country,  under  the  forms  of  law, 
through  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
— He  had  no  fooner,  he  faid,  per- 
ceived this  fyftem,  than  he  fet  his 
face  againft  it,  and  had  now,  for 
upwards  of  fcventeen  years,   both 


during  the  Ihort  time  he  was  in  of- 
fice, and.  out,  conftantly  endea- 
voured to  defeat  its  intended  ef- 
fefts. — Every  thing  within  and 
without,  he  faid,  whether  in  ca- 
binet, parliament,  or  elfewhere, 
carried  about  it  the  moft  evident 
and  unequivocal  marks  of  this  fyf- 
tem J  the  whole  ceconomy  of  exe- 
cutive government,  in  all  its 
branches, -whether  profefllonal,  de- 
liberative, or  oflicial,  proclaimed 
it.  Its  numerous  fupporters  have 
appeared  publicly  in  print,  and  by 
a  variety  of  means,  through  books, 
pamphlets,  and  news-papers,  have 
openly  avowed,  and  defended  it 
without  referve.  This  was  the 
origin  of  all  our  national  misfor- 
tunes. He  was  ready,  he  faid,  ta 
avow,  in  his  place,  that  as  the 
meafures  contained  the  fuUefl:  tef-- 
timony  of  the  principle  which 
called  them  into  being,  fo  they 
bore  every  internal  and  external 
evidence  of  their  dangerous  ten- 
dency. 

He  faid  the  principle  of  defpo- 
tifm  had  fo  long  appeared,  and 
feeraed  fo  uniformly  to  pervade  all 
our  public  ads,  that  he  believed  it 
unneceflary  to  point  out  particular 
ihftances  ;  he  ihould  therefore  con- 
tent himfelf  with  alluding  only  to' 
fuch  parts  of  the  fyftem,  as  ap- 
plied more  dir«dly  to  the  mea- 
sures purft^ed  refpeding  America, 
and  the  Eaft  India  company.  There 
it  was,  he  faid,  that  the  plan  of 
extending  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  already  become  enormous 
and  truly  alai^ming,  blazed  forth 
in  all  its  odious  colours ;  and  there 
it  was  tltat  that  influence,  under 
the  impofitious  pretence  of  aflert- 
ing  the  rights  of  parliament,  was 
employed  to  veft  the  patronage  or 
unlinuited  Sovereignty  of  all  Ame- 
rica 
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xica  in  the  crown.  The  fame  ufe 
was  made  of  this  influence  over  the 
Eaft  India  company ;  and  after 
the  firll  attempt  had  brought  bank- 
iliptcy  on  that  company,  the  fe- 
cond  finally  veiled  the  patronage  of 
it  in  the  crown  for  ever. 

The  plan,  he  faid,  was  deeply 
laid ;  the  independent  part  of  the 
people  were  led  into  the  fnare  by 
the  fpecious  pretences  of  deligning 
and  artful  men. — The  company 
were  dcfcribed  to  be  wallowing  in 
liches ;  the  direftors,  and  their 
fervants  abroad,  were  faid  to  be 
infinitely  venal,  unprincipled,  cor- 
rupt, and  oppreflive.  It  was 
urged,  that  in  the  pofieflion  of  fuch 
immenfe  revenues  and  profits,  ter- 
ritorial and  commercial,  that  the 
company  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate,  and  to  bear  part  of  the  bur- 
thens, in  common  with  their  f(?l- 
low-'fubje6ls.  The  idea  was  fpe- 
cious, flattering,  carried  the  ap- 
pearance of  juftice,  and  immedi- 
ately  interefied  the  parties  in  its 
favour,  on  whom  the  impofition 
was  intended  to  be  pafled.  But 
the  whole,  he  faid,  was  a  mini- 
fterial  trick,  a  fiute  juggle,  to 
throw  duft  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  patronage,  a  further 
cxtenfion  of  court  influence,  which 
was  at  the  bottom  of  all  this, 
however  varnifhed  over  with  fpe- 
cious appearances  of  public  refor- 
mation, general  jullice,  and  an 
equitable  difrribution  cf  taxes  and 
burthens  to  be  borne  by  the  feve- 
ral  refpeftive  parts  of  the  empire. 
It  was  not  the  fum  of  400,000!. 
a  yeir  that  was  the  great  object; ; 
it  was  the  a^itrrandizement  -of  the 
crown  that  let  this  political  ma- 
chine   in    motion.       The    leqiiel 


proved  it,  he  faid,  beyond  th« 
pofiibility  of  doubt  or  uncertainty. 
The  company  in  a  few  years  be- 
came bankrupt ;  and  it  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion  to  complete,  what  they  had 
fo  happily  begun,  and  fo  fteadily 
purfued.  They  relinquifhed  the 
revenue  with  chearfulnefs,  but  they 
took  care  to  get  the  patronage  in 
exchange.  If  any  proof,  he  faid, 
were  wanting  to  fhew,  that  nei- 
ther revenue,  nor  a  defire  to  alle- 
viate the  public  burthens,  formed 
the  true  caufe ;  it  was  now  fully 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
efFedual  meafure  had  been  taken 
to  promote  reformation  in  India; 
for  it  was  impoffible  for  oppreffion, 
public  peculation,  or  any  other 
evil,  faid  to  have  prevailed  in  In- 
dia, at  the  time  that  government 
firft  broke  in  upon  the  affairs  of* 
that  company,  to  have  rifen  higher, 
or  to  have  proved  more  operative 
and  extenfive,  than  they  have  done 
fmce  that  period.  A  very  ftriking 
inftance  of  which,  he  faid,  was 
then  depending  in  the  courts  be^ 
low,  in  the  cafe  of  the  late  Lord 
Pigot  who  had  been  facrificed  to  the 
private  cabals  of  thofe,  who,  if 
not  encouraged  by  government, 
were  moft  certainly  protedled  and 
countenanced  by  it.  This  was  the 
confequence  of  the  interference  of 
the  crown  ;  and  as  to  the  pretence 
of  a  revenue,,  it  was,  he  faid* 
rieedlefs  to  obierve,  that  ho  one 
part  of  the  condufl  of  the  prefent 
adminiflration,  or  of  the  fyflem 
they  afted  under,  furniflied  even 
the  colour  of  an  argument,  that 
they,  who  had  upon  all  occafions 
fo  ihamefully  wafted  and  mif-fpent 
the  public  treafure,  entertained  a 
fingle  idea  of  relieving  the  peo- 
ple. 
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pie,  whom,  in  every  other  in- 
Aance,  they  had  fo  heavily  bur- 
then ed  and  oppreffed. 

The  noble  marquis  applied  a  fi- 
milar  train  of  realoning  to  the  fup- 
port  of  this  dodlrine  with  refpeft  to 
the  American  meafures.  He  de- 
clared without  referve,  that  it  was, 
what  he  called,  the  fame  traitor- 
ous principle,  that  produced  the 
American  war,  and  the  long  train 
of  evils  which  have  flowed  from 
it ;  and  he  was  purfuaded,  belides 
that  great  objeft,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  fome  of  the  events  which  fell  out 
in  America,  one  great  fpur  which 
induced  minifters  to  rufh  blindly 
on,  was  in  expedation  of  being 
gratified,  and  of  gratifying  their 
friends  and  fupporters,  with  ex- 
pedled  confifcations  of  the  lands 
and  properties  of  thofe  who  took 
up  arms  againft  government;  and 
fhould  they  new  periift  in  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  and  thereby 
force  them  into  meafures  of  refin- 
ance, he  fhould  likewife  be  con-  ■ 
vinced,  that  one  motive  among 
others  would  be,  a  profpeft  of 
confifcations  nearer  home,  and, the 
profcription  of  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  thofe  who  fhould  Hand 
forth  the  friends  of  their  country, 
and  of,  as  yet,  its  unrivalled  con- 
ftitution. 

How  far,  and  whether  at  all, 
ihek  political  opinions  may  be 
tinged  with  the  colour  of  party, 
are  qncflions  on  which  we  are  not 
to  form  any  public  opinion  ;  but 
the  authority  from  which  they  pro- 
ceed, and  flill  more,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  objefls  to  which  they 
felate,  beftow  on  them  an  appear- 
ance of  fo  much  importance,  that 
we  deemed  it  fitting,  if  not  necef- 
fiiry,  to  pref^rve  them  to  the  pub- 


lic ;  referring  their  validity  to  the 
explanations  of  time,  and  to  the 
decifion  of  a  more  temperate  fea- 
fon. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  day  was 
likewife  particularly  diftinguiflied, 
from  the  part  taken,  and  the  cir- 
cumflaaces  attending  it,  by  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen.  This 
young  nobleman  had  polTefTed  a 
place  of  high  honour  and  eraola- 
ment,  at  the  head  of  the  queen's 
houfehold,  and  was  alfo  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  the  north  riding  of  the 
county  of  York.  Private  bufinefs 
had  prevented  his  attending  the 
great  meeting  at  York ;  but  he 
fent  a  letter  a  few  days  after  to  the 
committee,  approving  in  general 
of  their  proceedings,  but  making 
fome  objeftion  to  the  fcheme  of  ai- 
fociation,  and  to  the  propofed 
committees  of  correfpondence.  Al- 
though this  conduft  could  not  but 
excite  obfervation,  and  perhaps 
furprize,  nothing  confequent  to  it 
appeared,  until  a  few  days  preced- 
ing the  motion  now  before  us,  whea 
he  voluntarily  refigned  his  ofSce  at 
court. 

In  the  prefent  debate,  the  nofele 
marquis  thought  proper  to  explain, 
and  to  afCgn  tlie  motives  of  his 
condutl  in  both  inflances.  He 
faid,  he  gave  his  full  afTent  to  the 
motion,  as  he  thought  it  the  only 
means  of  preferving  this  country 
from  inevitable  ruin,  by  promot- 
ing union  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
fcriptions  of  mefl,  and  of  courfe 
rcftoring  energy  and  confidence  to 
government,- — He  declared,  that 
he  liked  and  applauded  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  petitions  ;  they  breathr 
ed  the  fame  fpirit  with  the  prefent 
motion.  And  he  flated  the  parti- 
culars of  his  condud  with  refpcCt 
to  the  York  meeting. 
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He  then  faid,  that  he  had  a  few 
jjays  fince  refigned  a  place,  the 
holding  of  which  he  fliould  ever 
eHeem  one  of  the  greateft  honours 
of  his  life.  Why  had  he  refigned 
jt?  Becaufe  his  duty  to  his  fove- 
reign  and  his  country,  and  a  re- 
gard for  his  own  honour,  would 
not  permit  him  longer  to  retain  it. 
He  could  no  longer  give  his  fup- 
port  to  a  miniftry,  which  had,  ^f- 
ter  a  feries  of  repeated  trials,  prov- 
ed themfelves  pufillanimous,  in- 
capable, and  corrupt  ;  who  had 
brought  the  nation  to  the  brink  of 
deftrudlion,  and  {till  perfifled  to 
plunge  it  deeper  into  mifery,  caFa- 
mityj  and  danger.  They  were  the 
curie  of  this  country,  and,  he 
feared,  they  would  prove  its  ruin. 
One  of  them  from  his  deferved  ig- 
nominy, and  the  other  from  his 
criminal  indolence,  incapability, 
and  negleft.  The  firft,  in  a  fea- 
fon,  when  talents  and  abilities  were 
moil  wanted,  having  driven  almoft 
every  man  under  thofe  defcriptions 
from  the  fervice,  by  infult  and  bad 
treatment. 

He  faid,  that  while  he  remained 
in  place,  he  did  not  think  it  de- 
cent to  oppofe  government.  He 
could  not  in  confcience  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  duty  in  parliament  at 
fo  momentous  a  crifis  ;  the  only 
method  therefore  which  prefented 
itfelf  to  him,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  the  embarraflment,  was  to  re- 
fign.  But  what  had  been  the  con- 
iequence  of  this  moderate  ccn- 
duft  ?  That  of  difmiffing  him,  on 
that  very  morning,  from  an  office 
he  held  under  the  crown,  the  lord 
lieutenancy  of  the  north  riding  of 
the  county  of  York.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  fay  who  it  was  that  ad- 
vifed  that  meafure :  but  let  it  come 
from    whom   it    may,  he   defpifcd 


the  mean  refentment  wltich  gavd 
it  birth  ;  he  laughed  at  the  folly,- 
but  he  felt  the  injuRice  and  in- 
tended infult  as  he  ought. 

As  fome  paflages  iu  this  fpeech 
were    fuppofed    to   allude,   if   not 
to  point  direaiy,  to  th6  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  then  prefent,  the 
matter  was,  zealoufly  taken  up   by 
a  young  earl,  who  entered  into  a 
warm    and    cordial   vindication  of 
his   friend  ;    which,  from   the  na- 
ture    of   the    fubjed,    could,  not 
however   go  any  farther,  than  af- 
fertion,   denial,   or  opinion.     But, 
although  the   matter  was    a   good 
deal  agitated,  and   the   noble  earl 
ittimediately     concerned,     thought 
it    necelTary    to    enter    pcrfonally 
into  the  difcuflion,   no  fatisfa£liorf 
whatever  could  be   obtained    from 
the  noble  marquis.    And  though  he 
was  .  called  up    feveral    times,  in- 
fread    of   retracing    any   part    of 
what   he   had    advanced,   or   even 
foftening    it    by    explanation,    he' 
.rather    Ilrengthened   and   enforced 
it,    by    entering    more   fully  into 
particulars.      He    ftill    faid,    that 
the  beii  men,  men  of  the  higheft 
profeffional     merit,     were      either 
driven  totally  from  the  fervice  by 
the  noble  minifter,  or  were  deter- 
fed  from  accepting  any  command 
under   his  direftion.      Every    maii 
who  accepted  of   a    command,  he 
faid,   accepted  it  under  the  condi- 
tions of  a   double  peril ;    that  of 
being    employed     and    deceived  > 
and    that    of   being   certain,  that 
thofe    who    deceived    him,    would 
be    the    firft,    as    they    were    the 
moft    powerful,    in     effecting    his 
difgrace.     Ke   fliouId  liot,  he  faid, 
enter  into  detail,  or  quote  names, 
as  he  believed  it  totally  cnnecef- 
fary  to  dei'cend  to  particulars ;  for 
every  perfon   who   had  been  em- 
ployed 
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jsloyed  ftobd  almoft  in  the  fame 
predicament  ; — he  believed  other 
commanders  declined  the  fervice, 
from  their  not  deeming  either 
their  characters  or  perfons  fafe  in 
certain  hands;— -and  that  from 
what  had  already  happened,  he 
was  entitled  to  fay,  that  no  man 
f)f'  ability,  or  who  regarded  his 
honourj  could  prudently  ferve  in 
the  navy  underwits  prefent  admi- 
iiiftration.  ^ 

After  long,  various,  impor- 
tant, and  very  interefting  debates, 
the  queftion  was  at  length  put, 
upon  a  motion  modified  from  the 
original  to  the  following  purport. 
To  appoint  a  committee,  confift- 
ing  of  lords  pofleffing  neither 
place  hor  penfion,  to  Examine, 
without  delay,  into  the  public 
expenditure,  and  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  fame.  —  This 
motion  was  rejedled  upon  a  divi- 
iiori,  by  a  majority  of  lOi  lords, 
including  20  proxies,  to  55  lords, 
including  only  five  proxies. 

Great  as  this  majority  was,  the 
oppofition  fhewed  fuch'  a  ftrength 
Upon  this  divifion,  as  they  had 
not  done  for  feveral  years  before; 
which,  along  with  fome  other 
concurrent  circumftances,  would 
have  been  confidered,  in  a  feafon 
of  lefs  permanency  than  the  pre- 
fect, as  holding  out  alarming,  if 
not  ominous  fymptoms. 

The  rejection  of  this  motion, 
brought  out  (as  had  been  predid- 
ed  during  the  debate^  by  a  noble 
lord  in  adminiftration)  a  proteft 
of  no  fmall  length  ;  and  abun- 
dantly fraught  with  argumenta- 
tive mattter,  relative  to  the  public 
expenditure^   which    did    not    by 


any  means  feem  calculated  to  af- 
ford much  fatisfaftion  to  thofc 
people,  who  felt  themfelves  hea-  ^ 
vily  preffed  by  the  burthens  of  the 
ftate.  In  this  piece,  the  noble 
proteftors  feem  to  pay  fome  parti- 
cular attention  to  an  objedlion 
made  to  the  motion,  as  if  it  meant 
to  abridge  the  rights  of  monarchy, 
and  to  make  the  crown  depen- 
dant upon  the  parliament.  — <  To 
this  they  reply  as  follows--"  If 
*'  the  objedion  means  to  infmu- 
"  ate,  that  corruption  is  necef- 
"  rary  to  government,  we  fhall 
"  leave  that  principle  to  confute 
"  itfelf  by  its  own  apparent  ini- 
"  quity.  -  That  this  motion  is 
**  intended  to  diminilh  the  con- 
**  Ilitutional  power  of  the  crown, 
*'  we  deny.  The  Conftitutional 
"  power  of  the  crown  we  are  no 
"  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve,  than 
**  we  are  to  annihilate  its  uncon- 
•'  ilitutional  influence.  The  pre- 
**  rogative  rightly  underftood, 
**  not  touched,  or  intended  to  be 
**  touched  by  this  motion,  will 
*'  fupp6rt  the  crown  in  ^11  the 
*'  fplendour  which  the  king's 
"  perfon^l  dignity  requires,  and 
"  with  all  the  authority  and  vi- 
**  gour  heceflary  to  give  due 
"  eiFedl  tix  the  executive  powerj 
**  of  government." 

The  protelt  was  figncd  by  35 
lords.  The  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then fubfcribed  to  the  whole,  ex- 
cepting one  article  ;  and  the  .Earl 
of  Radnor  protefted  without  af- 
figning  reafons.  The  Earl  »f 
Pembroke's  name  now  appeared 
for  the  firft  time  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition. 


Vol.  XXIII. 
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CHAP.  vr. 


Colonel  Barre  gives  notice  of  his  intended  prcpojtiions  relati'vc  to  a  com- 
mittee of  accouuts.  Scheme  appro-ved  of  by  the  minijier.  Sir  Georgs 
Saville's  motion,  for  an  account  of  patent  places  and  falaries,  agreed  to. 
Second  motion,  for  an  account  of  penfions,  during  pleafure  or  othcrn.vife, 
oppofed.  Debate  broken  off  by  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker.  Refmned  in  the 
follo<wing  nueek.  Amendnunt,  jno'ued  by  the  minijier.  Long  debates, 
■^linijier^s  amendment  carried,  on   an  exceedingly  clofe   divifion.     Jamaica 

.  petition  prefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  fuhjeSl  Jircngly  enforc- 
ed, by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Thanks  of  the  lords  and  commons 
to  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  for  his  late  eminent  fervices.  Attempt  by 
the  oppojition,  in  both  houfes,  to  obtain  fame  mark  of  royal  fu-vour  for 
that  commander.  Scheme,  for  a  commijfion  of  accounts,  announced  by 
the  minijier,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  StriSiures  on  that  bufinefs. 
Mr.  Burke's  ejiablifjment  bill  read  afirjl  and  fecond  titne  'without  op- 
pojition  ;  debate  and  di-vifion,  relati've  only  to  time,  on  its  committal. 
Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Carmarthen,  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  from  the  lieutenancy  of 
their  refpeBive  countiej.  ^ejiion,  much  agitated.  Motion  rejeSed  on 
a  divifion. 


IN   a   few  days  after  tlte  difclo- 
fure  of  Mr.   Burke's  fcheme  of 
reform.  Colonel  Barre  gave  notice 

f  »  ^1.  of  bis  intention  to 
jbeb.  14th.  r 

^       move  lor  a  committee 

of  accounts,  as  fu-pplemental  to, 
and  an  ufeful  enlargement  of  that 
plan.  He  confidered  the  appoint- 
ment of  fuch  a  committee  as  af- 
fording the  neareft  and  the  moft 
cafy,  if  not  the  moft  effedual 
means,  for  corredting  the  evils  a- 
rifing  from  the  prefent  mode  of 
voting  great  fums  of  the  public 
money  without  eftimate,  and  for, 
in  fome  degree,  remedying  the 
procraftinating  forms,  and  the 
dilatory  courfe  of  condudUng  bu- 
finefs, which  prevailed  in  the  ex- 
chequer ;  and  by  which  it  was  at 
prefent  rendered  totally  inadequate 
to  its  purpofes.  He  hoped  great 
advantages,  he  faid,  from  a  com- 
mittee conMing   only  of  a    few 


men ;  for  though  he  knew  that 
the  minifter's  ftrength  in  the  houfe 
would  virtually  reft  their  nomina- 
tion with  hira  ;  yet  he  depended 
much,,  that  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  a  confcioufnefs  that 
the  eyes  of  the  public  were  fully 
fixed  upon  them,  would  operate 
powerfully  upon  their  condudt. 

As  the  views  of  the  minifter 
couM  not  yet  be  penetrated,  the 
full  and  open  approbation  which 
he  gave  to  this  propofal,  could 
not  but  excite  fome  furprize  j)n 
all  fides.  He  faw  the  temper  of 
the  nation  was  fuch,  that  fome- 
thing  muft  be  done  to  gratify  the 
people,  and  he  quickly  perceived, 
that  as  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
fent meafure  would  carry  a  fair 
appearance  of  intended  examina- 
tion and  enquiry  into  the  prefent 
great  objedls  of  complaint  and 
grievance,  and   hold  out    a   prof- 

pea. 
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p^^,  however  remote,  of  redrefs,  order  and  limit.  He  acknowledg- 
i'o  it  mi|;hc  be  happily  fabftituted  ed,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
for  foine  other  propofed  meafures  public  money  fhould  be  brought 
cf  reform,  which  would  be  ex-  as  much  as  poffible  under  check 
ceedingly  troublefome  in  their  and  controul ;  and  that  the  pre* 
progrefsj  and  could  not  be  finally  fent  courfe  of  exchequer  was 
difpofed  of  without  m\ich  difficul-  inimical  to  a  fpeedy  and  efFedlual 
ty  ;  nor  probably  without  fome  controul ;  that  fyftem  was  unequal 
lofs  to  government,  whether  by  to  the  prefent  extent  of  bulinefs, 
abfolute  conceffion,  or  by  admit-  and  created  delays  and  inconve- 
ting  fome  new  reftriftions  and  niencies,  which  tended  to  ob- 
powers  of  controul,  with  refpeft  ftrud,  inftead  of  expediting  the 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  public  national  fervice.  The  people, 
finance  and  expenditure.  At  any  he  faid,  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with 
rate,  the  firll  operation  of  the  refpeft  to  the  expenditure ;  it,  was 
propofed  meafure  would  be  to  gain  their  right ;  they  expedted  it  ; 
time,  which,  in  the  prefent  cir-  and,  for  his  own  part,  there  was 
cumllances,  was  every  thing ;  the  nothing  he  wifhed  more,  than 
fervor  of  the  people  would  there-  that  the  utmoll  clearnefs  and  pre- 
by  be  allayed  ;  and  their  views  cilion  fhould  be  found  in  the  pub- 
being  drawn  off  to  a  diftant  ob-  lie  accounts.  —  He  concluded  by 
jeft,  might  be  entirely  worn  declaring,  that  he  thought  a  com- 
avvay,  and  even  the  fubje<5l  for-  miffion  of  accounts  would  afford 
gotten,  before  the  refult  of  the  the  moll  eligible  means  of  check- 
enquiry  could  be  known.  In  the  ing  the  public  expence  ;  that  a 
mean  time,  it  could  require  no  committee,  compofed  of  a  fmall 
extraordinary  fagacity,  to  modify  numbef  of  gentlemen,  rendered 
the  bufmefs  in  fuch  a  manner,  as'  permanent,  and  fitting  through 
would  effeftually  prevent  its  ex-  the  year,  would  be  capable  of 
tending  any  farther  than  was  rendering  folid  fervice  to  the 
wifhed  and  intended.  country ;    and   that   he   wifhed    to 

The  minifter  accordingly  ap-  fee  fo  falutary,  and  indeed  fo  ne- 
plauded  the  propofal  highly  ;  and  ceffary  a  meafure.  adopted, 
only  wondered,  that  a  meafure  of  The  oppofition,  on  their  fide, 
'  fuch  obvious  utility  had  not  been  congratulated  and  applauded  the 
thought  of  foonerj  he  confidered  minifter;  but  although  they  ac- 
this  as  the  moft  efTential  ground  knowledged  the  candour  and  fair- 
of  reform  that  could  be  propofed,  nefs  which  he  had  Ihewn  in  adopt- 
and  expcifled  that  it  would  have  ing  the  propofed  idea,  one  gen- 
been  taken  up  before.  For  him-  tleman  of  ^reat  difcernment  ob- 
felf,  he  wilhed  to  hear  the  propo-  ferved,  that  he  could  by, no  means 
fitions  of  gentlemen  fi-om  every  go  along  with  him  in  the  opinion, 
fide  of  the  houfe  ;  and  he  aflbred  that  a  better,  or  a  more  ready 
them,  that  no  man  in  it  would  mode  of  accounting  to  that  houfe 
be  more  ready  to  adopt  any  plan  for  the  ejfpenditure  of  public  mo- 
that  appeared  calculated  for  the  nies,''  might  not  be  devifcd,  and 
promotion  of  ceconomy,  and  for  reduced  to  praflice,  than  that  of 
reducing    the    public    expence    to   appointing    commiiConers    of    ac- 
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counts.  They  were  however 
much  pleafed,  at  the  point  now 
unexpecledly  gained ;  and  the 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
bufinefs  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
prepare  and  bring  in  proppfitions 
for  the  purpofe. 

On  the  following  day.  Sir 
George  Saville  moved.  That  an 
account  of  all  places  held  by  pa- 
tent from  the  crown,  with  the  a- 
mount  of  the  falaries  annexed  to 
them,  and  a  lift  of  theperfons  at 
prefent  holding  them,  Ihould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  By  this 
account,  he  faid",  the  houfe,  and 
of  courfe  his  conftituents,  would 
be  enabled  to  judge,  of  the  fer- 
vices  done  to  the  ftate  in  return 
for  the  falaries  paid  -  by  it ;  and 
then  it  would  be  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  houfe  to  decide,  what 
offices  were  efficient  and  necefla- 
ry,  and  the  number  that  were 
merely  finecures,  and  their  emo- 
lum^ts  a  burthen  to  the  people, 
without  any  return  of  fervice. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to, 
he  moved.  That  an  account  of  all 
fubfilting  penfions,  granted  by  the 
crown,  during  pleafure  or  other- 
wife,,  fpecifying  the  amount  of 
fuch  penfions  refpedlively,  and  the 
times  when,  and  the  perfons  to 
whom,  fuch  penfions  w,ere  grant- 
ed, diould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  He  obferved,  that  his 
honourable  friend,  Mr.  Burke, 
with  that  liberality  peculiar  to  his 
nature,  had  foregone,  in  his  plan, 
an  enquiry  into  fubjeds  of  that 
fort ;  but  however  laudable  the 
motives  of  tendernefs  upon  which 
he  afted  certainly  were,  the  people 
being 'I'ouzed  by  their  feelings  and 
neceflities  to  a  clofe  examination 
of  the  ftate  of  their  own  affairs, 
and  into  the  c^ufes  of  thofe  evils 


which  they  experienced,  demand- 
ed a  more  ftrift  and  rigid  mode  of 
condudl:.  That  the  enquiry  pro- 
pofed  by  his  motion  formed  a 
principal  objed,  not  only  with 
his.  conftituents,  but  with  the 
county  meetings  in  general ;'  and 
was  neceffarily  become  a  part  of 
the  plan  for  affording  fatisfaftion 
to  the  people  which  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  adopt.  Whe- 
ther it  anfwered  their  expectation, 
in  the  whole,  in  part,  or  not  at 
all,  was  not  the  queftion  ;  the  en- 
quiry, and  confequent  knowledge 
of  the  faft,  would  affoYd  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  which  he  dcTired. 

A  ftrong  and  determined  oppo- 
fition  to  this  motion  was  imme-' 
diately  apparent  ;  but  the  debate 
was  broken  off  by  the  fudden  ill- 
nefs  of  the  fpeaker,  and  the  bu/i- 
nefs  lay  over  to  the  following 
week.  On  its  revival,  the  „ 
minifter  moved  an  amend- 
ment, reftridling  the  account  to 
thofe  penfions  only  which  were 
paid  at  the  exchequer;  but  this 
he  afterwards  enlarged,  to  the 
giving  the  general  amount  of  all 
penfions,  but  without  any  fpeci- 
fication  of  names,  or  particulari- 
ty of  fums,  excepting  in  the  firft 
inftance. 

The  propofed-  amendments 
brought  out  very  long,  and  ex- 
ceedingly warm  debates ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  minifter  had 
the  mortification  of  difcovering 
much  matter  of  apprehenfion  and 
alarm ;  and  of  meeting  fuch  an 
oppofition  as  he  had  never  before 
encountered.  He  grounded  his 
oppofition  to  the  motion,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  on  a  principle  of  de- 
licacy. To  expofe  the  neceffities 
'of  antient  and  noble  families,  whofe 
fortunes  were  too  narrow  for  the 
fupport 
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ceed  50,000 1.  a  year ;  which 
would  be  io,oool.  a  year  lefs 
than  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  plan  of  re- 
form, thought  reafonable  to  be  al- 
lotted to  that  article  of  public  ex- 
pence.  He  therefore  thought, 
that  the  county  meetings  mull  be 
very  ill  informed,  when  they  made 
the  fuppofed  excefs  in  that  depart- 
ment a  leading  article  in  their  lift 
of  grievances.  And  he  was  cer- 
tain, that  if  the  people  of  Eng- 
land only  knew  that  all  that  could 
be  gotten  by  expofing  the  names 
of  feveral  honourable  perfons  on 
the  penfion  lift,  would  amount  to 
no  more,  under  the  moft,  rigid 
ceconomy,  than  the  faving  of  a 
few  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  their 
hearts  would  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  motion. 

He  concluded  by  drawing  a  diC- 
tindtion,  between  the. money  grant- 
ed exprcfsly  to  government  for  the 
other  public  fervices  of  the  ftate, 
and  that  allotted  to  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  lift  eftablifhment.  The 
firft  was  to  be  fpecifically  applied ; 
and  the  proper  officers  were  an- " 
fwerable  for  the  difpofal,  as  well 
as  accountable  for  the  amount. 
But  the  money  granted  to  the 
king  for  his  civil  lift,  was  granted 
freely  and  without  controul  ;  it 
was  then  his  peribnal  property  ; 
was  liable  to  no  reftriftion  what- 
ever ;  and  was  as  fully  under  his 
direction,  and  as  entirely  at  his 
difpofal,  ris  the  rents  of  a  private 
eftate  could  be  to  the  owner. 

The  minifter's  principle  of  de- 
licacy was  laughed  at  on  the  other 
fide.  Penfions  granted  for  honour- 
able fervice,  they  faid,  were  marks 
of  honour,  and  not  of  difgrace. 
Nor  did  thofe  granted  for  fupport- 
ing  the  rank  of  antient  and  noble 
families,   whofe  poverty  proceeded 
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fupport  of  their  rank,  to  the  pry- 
ing eye  of  malignant  curiofity,  he 
faid,  would  be  not  only  wanton, 
but  cruel.  To  expofe  the  man 
who  had  a  penfion,  to  the  envy 
and  detradlion  of  him  who  had 
none,  and  by  whom  he  was  there- 
fore hated ;  to  hold  him  up  as  an 
objeft  for  the  gratification  of  pri- 
vate malice  and  the  malevolence  of 
party,  merely  as  a  price  for  the 
favour  conferred  on  him  by  the 
crown,  would  furely  be  a  proceed- 
ing, in  its  nature,  equally  odious 
and  contemptible.  Yet  thefe  were 
the  certain  effedts  which  muft  pro- 
ceed from  an  indifcriminate  dif- 
clofure  of  the  penfion  lift ;  along 
with,  he  faid,  the  furniftiing  out 
matter  for  a  feaft  to  newfpaper  and 
party  writers,  to  be  by  tliem  dreft 
up  in  their  own  manner  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  pubHc,  at  the 
expence  of  the  nobleft,  perhaps 
the  worthieft  and  moft  deferving 
members  of  the  ftate.  Such  were 
the  ill  effefts ;  and  the  noble  lord 
declared  himfelf  incapable  of  dif- 
covering  any  good  which  the  mo- 
tion, if  carried,  would  inevitably 
produce. 

The  minifter  farther  faid,  that 
he  had  very  fufncient  reafons  for 
believing,  that  the  true  ftate  of 
the  peniion  lift  was  very  little 
known  and  underftood.  That  all 
was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  pen- 
fion, that  appeared  on  that  lift. 
Several  large  falaries  were,  in 
exchequer  language,  clafled  un- 
der that  denomination ;  and  ac- 
cordingly fwelled  the  payments  in 
that  lift,  to  which  they  did  not 
properly  belong.  And  if  thefe 
were  deducted,  along  with  the  four 
fhillings  in  the  pound  tax  on  places 
and  penfions,  the  remaining  pen- 
fion lift  would  be  found  not  to  ex- 
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from  th^  fault  of  their  anceftors, 
and  not  their  own,  convey  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  reproach.  Po- 
ller ty  was  no  difgrace,  where  it 
was  not  brought  on  by  pergonal 
vice  or  folly.  As  little  did  the  peo- 
ple wiih  to  fupprefs  fuch  liberality, 
qr  to  retrench  the  means  of  it, 
when  properly  and  honourably  ap- 
plied, in  the  crown.  Ireland  af- 
forded a  living  proof  within  their 
knowledge,  that  fuch  notions  of 
fuppofed  delicacy  were  entirely 
ideal  and  unfounded.  The  holders 
of  penfions  in  that  country  were  to 
the  full  as  proud  and  as  delicate, 
as  thofe  under  the  fame  circum- 
flances  in  this.  Yet  the  penfion 
lift  in  that  kingdom  was  every  fe- 
cond  year  laid  before  parliament, 
and  publifhed  in  all  their  news -pa- 
pers, without  its  producing  any 
"%  degree  of  that  difgrace  and  uneafi- 
ne^  to  individuals,  and  without 
opening  any  of  thofe  fources  of 
detraftion  and  malevolence,  of 
which  the  minifter  now  pretends  to 
be  fo  apprehenfivc.  Not  a  fingle 
lord  or  lady,  however  antient  their 
families,  or  however  proud  of  their 
rank,  whether  Englilli  or  Irifh, 
was  ever  yet  known  to  throw  up  or 
to  refufe  a  penfion,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  that  publication. 

The  noble  lord,  they  faid,  had 
endeavoured,  with  his  ufual  art, 
jjut  with  uncommon  induftry,  to 
render,  by  the  iiiinifterial  juggle 
of  his  calculations,  and  by  Ihevv- 
ing  it  through  the  wrong  end  of  the 
perfpedtive,  the  objefl  of  the  mo- 
tion fo  apparently  diminutive,  as 
to  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  the  confideration  of 
parliament.  But  eyen  taking  it, 
.  they  faid,  upon  his  own  word,  and 
fuppofing  for  a  moment. his  repre- 
fcntaiion  to  be  as  fair,  as  it  was 


diredlly  calculated  to  impofe  and 
miflead,  although  it  would  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  forty  or  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  was  not 
iimply,  and  immediately  in  itfelfj 
an  objcdl  of  great  national  atten- 
tion, yet,  as  every  thing  great 
muft  b^e  done  by  detail  to  become 
fo,  it  was  ridiculous  to  contend, 
that  fuch,  and  lefler  fums,  v^ere 
not  fit  objedls  to  be  attended  to, 
and  included,  in  any  fcheme  which 
took  in  a  reform  of  the  national 
expenditure. 

But  money,  they  faid,  was  only 
a  fecondary  confideration,'  whe- 
ther with  the  petitioners,  or  with 
themfelves.  The  firft  and  great 
objedl  of  both,  was  the  deftrudion. 
of  that  undue  and  corrupt  influ- 
ence, which  was  the  fatal  fource 
of  all  our  evils,  calamities,  dan- 
gers, and  of  the  greater  part  of 
that  ruinous  expence,  under  which 
the  nation  was  finking.  W  by 
cutting  off  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  from  the  means  of 
that  corruption,  forty  or  fifty  vo- 
ters could  be  cut  off  from  that  im-» 
peuetrable  parliamentary  phalanx, 
on  whom  no  reafon,  argument,  or 
afFdftion  for  their  country,  was. 
ever  capable  of  making  an  im- 
preffion,  nor  of  deterring  from  an 
adherence  to  the  minilter  of  the 
day,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  in 
whatever  predicament  he  might 
ftand,  it  would  be  gaining  an  ob- 
je£t  of  no  fmall  importance  ;  and 
prove,  in  its  effe&,  the  faving  of 
infinitely  greater  fums.  Had  (ach, 
favings  taken  place  in  time,  Ame- 
rica would  .ftill  have  been  a  part  of 
oyr  ftrength  and  glory. 

They    treated    farcaftically    the 

liberality  and  candour,  with  which, 

they  faid,  the  noble  miniller   had 

fo    generoufly    oftered    to    gratify 

pai'liament 
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parliament  with  an  account  of  to  fix  fuch  fpecific  charges.  The 
liiofe  penfions,  which  were  regu-  great  objeft  of  the  motion  was  to 
larly  paid  at   the   public  offices    of    obtain  that  very  evidence  which  is 


the    exchequer ;    a    degree    of  in- 
formation which  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,    whether    native    or    fo- 
reigner, might,  by  a  proper  appli- 
cation, obtain  to  as  full  an  extent, 
as  it  was  pofiTefled  by  the  noble  lord 
himfelf.     But  it  happened  unluck- 
ily  that    this  liberality  was  thrown 
away,    as  the  oiFer  did  not  at   all 
reach   to    the    objeds  intended   by 
the    people,    or   propofed    by    the 
mover    of    the     prefent      motion. 
Their   enquiries    were  direded    to 
penfions    of   another    nature    than 
thofe  that  were  paid  at  public  offices. 
They  were   direded    to    temporary 
penfions ;  to   penfions  during  plea- 
fure ;   to  penhons   for  the    purpofe 
of   parliamentary    corruption.      So 
unqualified  were  the  charges  upon 
this  ground,  that  a  gentleman   de- 
clared  as  a  fail,  founded  upon  au- 
thority,   he  faid,    which   he   could 
not  doubt,  that  the  minlfter,  at  the 
clofe  of  every  feffion,  had  a  fettle- 
ment    of   fuch  penfions   to   make  ; 
that  a  private   lift  of  names,  with 
the    feveral    fums    apportioned    to 
their  refpedive  fervices  or  merits, 
was  then  produced  ;  and  that  as  foon 
as  the  money  was  paid,  the  paper 
was  immediately  burnt,  and  no  me- 
morial of  the  tranfadlion  preferved. 
This    occafioned   a    call  on  the 
oppofition  from  one  of  the  law  of- 
ficers, to  come  forward  with   their 
proofs,  to  name  and  point  out  the 
delinquents ;      but     not    to    throw 
about  charges  of  fuch  a  nature  at 
random,  if  they  were  not  able   to 
fupport    and    eftablifh  thera.      To 
this  it  was  replied,  that  the  learned 
gentleman    well    knew,    that    they 
could  not  poifibly  poffefs  the  fpecies 
of  evidence,  which  the  rules  of  that 


now  demanded.  This  the  minif- 
ter  abfolutely  refufes  to  grant  ; 
and  at  the  very  inftant  that  they 
fee  he  withholds  the  means,  his 
advocates  boldly  challenge  us  to 
bring  forward  our  proofs. 

The  comparifon  drawn  by  the 
minifter  between  the  civil  lift  re- 
venues, and  the  rents  of  a  private 
eftate,  was  not  at  all  allowed  to 
hold.  Various  parts  of 'that  vaft 
eftabliftiment,  the  oppofition  faid, 
were  applied  to  great  national  pur- 
pofes ;  to  thofe  of  public  dignity 
and  utility,  as  well  as  to  the  fup- 
port and  fplendor  of  the  crown. 
Parliament  had  a  right,  and  was 
in  the  pradHce,  of  enquiring  and 
feeing  into  the  appropriation  of 
that  money.  Jf  it  were  otherwife, 
and  that  great  revenue  to  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  perfonal  pro- 
perty, the  whole  of  it  might  be 
drawn  off"  from  its  original  pur- 
pofes,  and  applied  to  thofe  of  the 
moft  dangerous  nature.  The  po- 
rtion was  therefore  to  be  totally 
exploded,  as  equally  fallacious  and 
dangerous. 

It  was  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  almoft  the  whole  weight  of 
this  very  long  debate  lay  upon  the 
minifter ;  who,  excepting  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fome  of  the  crown  law- 
yers, was  left  alone  to  endure  the 
heat  and  brunt  of  the  day.  He 
was  of  courfe  fo  exceedingiy  hard 
puihed,  that  he  was  frequently 
forced  to  Ihift  or  abandon  his 
ground  ;  whilft  every  change  of 
pofition  afforded  fome  new  open- 
ing for  the  feverities  of  his  anta- 
gonifts.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
which  were  aggravated  by  the  na. 
ture  of  the  conteft,  and  the  appa, 


houfe  rendered  neceffary,  in  order    rent   doubtfulnefs  of  the  iffue,    it 


IS 
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is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  he 
could  not  perfedlly  preferve  his 
equanimity  of  temper  ;  and  if  he 
could  not  even  entirely  refrain  from 
fhewing  fome  appearances  of  vexa- 
tion and  peeviftinefs. 

The  queltiort  being  at  length 
put,  at  half  an  hour  after  one 
o'tlock  in  the  morning,  the  minif- 
ter's  amendments  were  carried, 
and  but  juft  carried,  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  two  only  ; 
the  numbers   being  i88  to  x86. 

Sir  George  Saviile  then  declar- 
ed, that  as  the  motion,  in  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  was  totally  changed 
from  that  which  he  had  propoled, 
and  was  rendered  utterly  incapa- 
ble of  obtaining  that  information 
for  the  people,  which  it  was  both 
his  wifli  and  his  duty  to  lay  before 
them,  he  (hould  therefore  give  the 
matter  entirely  up,  and  fhould  no 
longer  giv6  himfelf  or  his  irieuds 
any  trouble,  by  fruitlefsly  oppof- 
ing  minifters  in  any  point  which 
they  were  determined  to  carry. 

This  was,  however,  an  extra- 
ordinary divifion.  But  the  lofs  of 
the  quelHon  was  the  more  vexati- 
ous to  the  oppofition,  as  they  con- 
ceived they  had  ftrength  in  town 
fully  fufficient  to  have  carried  it  ; 
and  even  attributed  the  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  accidental  abfence  of 
fome  particular  friends.  On  for- 
mer occafions  this  would  have 
been  matter  of  triumph  ;  but  they 
were  grown  more  difficult  fince 
their  Tate  increafe  of  ftrength  ; 
and  complained  bitterly,  that  vo< 
lunteer  troops  can  never  be  brought 
to  pay  that  ftrift  attention  to  duty, 
which  is  praftifed  by  trained  and 
difciplined  bands,  who  have  been 
long  habituated  to  the  punftaal  ob- 
fervance  of  a  regular  command. 

The    popular    prints,    howeverj 


triumphed,  not  only  in  thje  clofe-. 
nefs  of  the  divifion,  but  in  an  af- 
fertion  which  they  repeatedly  e-r 
choed,  that  not  a  fmgle  Englifh 
gentleman,  however  he  might  af- 
terwards vote,  had  opei  ed  his  lips 
on  the  fide  of  the  minifter,  in  the 
courfe  of  fo  long  a  debate.  It 
was  made  no  lefs  a  matter  of  cxuU 
tation,  that  of  the  knights  of  the 
ihire,  or  reprefentativcb  of  Englifti 
and  WelQi  countie?,  who  were  then 
prefent,  only  eleven  fupported  the 
minifter  by  their  votes  ;  while  no 
lefs  then  fifty-feven  voted  for  Sir 
George  Saville's  original  motion. 
Such,  and  fo  powerful,  was  the 
effeft  of  that  fpirit  which  was  now 
prevalent. 

It  was  on  the  fame  day  of  Sir 
George  Saville's  motion,  that  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  brought 
the  Jamaica  bufinefs  forward  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  where  he  pre- 
fented  a  petition  fimilar  to  that, 
and  fubfcribed  by  the  fame  names, 
which  we  have  already  fcen  a  lub- 
jeft  of  animadverfion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  He  went  over  the 
whole  ground  of  complaint,  and, 
in  a  fpeech  of  a  confiderable  length, 
fupported  and  enforced  the  feveral 
matters  of  charge,  in  a  manner 
which  Ihewed  a  very  full  know- 
ledge of  his  fubjeft  ;  in  doing 
which,  he  endeavoured  particu- 
larly to  eftablifii  the  following 
points  :  —  The  great  importance 
^nd  ineftimable  value  of  the  illand 
<.— The  fatal  confequences,  wiihi 
refpeft  to  all  our  remaining^  Ame-i 
rkan  and  Weft  Indian  poffeflions, 
which  muft  be  the  immediate  and 
inevitable  refult,  of  its  becoming 
the  property  of  the  enemy,  but 
more  efpecially  of  France— ^The 
criminal  conduft  of  minifters  in 
negleding  aU  proper  and  rational 
provifion. 
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provifion,  for  the  fecurity  and'  pro- 
tection of  fo  ineftimable  a  poffef- 
/ion  —  And,  the  aftual  and  inimi- 
nent  internal  and  external  dan- 
gers, to  which  the  ifland  has  at  fe- 
veral  diffeient  times  been  fubjed- 
ed,  through  that  negleft. 

On  the  laft  ground,  he  particu- 
larly infifted,  and  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate,  as  well  by  a  letter 
from    Governor    Bailing,     as    by 

'  other  authorities,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  have  been  formed  of 
faving  the  ifland,  if  D'Eftaing  had 
bent  his  force  thither,  at  the  time 
that,  fo  fortunately  to  this  country, 
he  directed  his  cour(c  to  Georgia. 
So  that  the  prefervation  of  one  of 
the  moil  valuable  appendages  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  reiled 
upon  the  error,  blindnefs,  or  folly 
of  the  enemy.  He  farther  urged, 
that  this  conduft  could  not  even  be 

.  fo  far  palliated,  as  to 'attribute  it 
to  mere  negligence  or  forgetful- 
nefs  ;  fuppoling  that  either  could 
be  admitted  as  any  palliation.  For 
that  fo  early  as  the  year  1773,  and 
repeatedly  fince,  miniliers  had  been 
warned,  by  p>etitions  and  applica^ 
tions  from  the  ifland,  of  the  dan- 
gers, both  within  and  from  with- 
out, to  which  it  was  expofed  ;  and 
of  which  no  other  notice  was  taken 
in  the  firft  inftance,  thari  the  draw- 
ing away,  for  the  unhappy  pur- 
pofes  of  the  American  war,  one 
half  of  the  very  weak  military 
force,  (amounting  to  300  men) 
which  had  been  before  affigned  for 
its  defence.  Nor  had  any  thing 
eiFedtual  been  iince  done. 

On  the  other  flde,  the  proteft 
(of  which  we  have  before  taken 
notice)  was  brought  forward,  and 
read  by  Lord  Onflow  as  part  of  his 
fpeecb,  in  order  to  fiiew,  that  the 
petition  ihould   not    be  confidered 


as  the  fetnfe  of  the  ifland,  but 
merely  as  containing  the  fenti- 
ments  of  thofe  perions  by  whota 
it  was  fubfcribed.  He  contended i 
that  tl'C  proteftors,  though  not  io 
numerous,  poflefl'ed  property  equal, 
if  not  fuperior,  to  the  petitioners  ; 
from  whence  he  argued  that  their 
opinions  were  of  equal  weight  and 
importance. 

This  aflTertion  drew  up  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham,  who  having 
moved  that  the  names  of  the  peti- 
tioners fliould  be  read,  obferved, 
thar  he  believed  moft  X)f  them  were 
known  to  their  lordfhips  ;  it  was 
now  in  the  noble  lord's  power  who 
had  read  the  proteft,  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  immediate  iflTue  ;  he 
had  only  to  pafs  the  names  of  the 
protellors  in  counterview  before 
them,  and  the  bufmefs  would  be 
fettled  ;  it  would  be  at  once  feea 
on  which  fide  the  qqellions  of  pro^ 
perty  and  refpedability  lay. 

Jhe  noble  lord,  however,  de- 
clined to  read  the  names  of  the  pro- 
teftors ;  but  infifted  on  his  general 
pofitions,  that  the  petition«rs,  al- 
though many  of  them  were  refpeift- 
able,  did  not  poflTefs  half  the  pro- 
perty of  the  ifland  ;  that  one-third 
of  the  merchants  and  planters  had 
not  figned  either  the  petition  or 
proteft ;  and  it  was  fairly  to  be 
concluded,  that  thofe  who  had  not 
figned  the  former,  did  not  ap- 
prove of  its  contents. 

The  Marquis  rejoined,  that  the 
motives  for  declining  to  read  the 
names  of  the  proteftors  were  eafily 
underftood.  The  noble  'lord  was 
tender  of  fome  names  ;  and  did 
not  wifli  to  bring  certain  charaders 
forward,  which  had  figured  in  that  ' 
tranfatlion.  After  fbme  obferva- 
tions  on  thefe,  and.  drawing  a 
flrong  contrail  between  the  ftate  of 
charader. 
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charadler,  property,  and  refpedta- 
bility  on  both  fides,  he  comment- 
ed, upon  what  he  called  rather  a 
ludicrous  paflage  in  the  protefl ; 
by  which  it  is  held  out  as  a  mo- 
tive for  their  objefting  to  a  peti- 
■^ion  for  protedion  to  parliament, 
that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  mer- 
chants and  planters  to  Hand  well 
with  government. 

The  firft   lord   of  the   admiralty 
acknowledged,    that  the  merchants 
and  planters  who  figned  the  peti- 
tion   were,    in    every   inftance,    as 
worthy  and  as  refpedable  a  body  of 
men,   as   any    in    this,    or  in    any 
other  kingdom  ;  but  that  there  was 
not  a  fiogle  fa.6t  flated  in  the  peti- 
tion, nor   alledged   in  its  fupport, 
which  he  would  not  be  ready  and 
prepared,  one  by  one,  at  a  proper 
time,  to   difprovtf.       This  brought 
out  fome  altercation  between   him 
and  the  noble  marquis  ;  in  which, 
befides  a  difference  of  opinion  with 
xefpeft  to  circumftances   of  danger 
and    proteftion,     feveral    aflertionS 
and  contradidions  took  place  as  to 
fadls  and  dates.     The  petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
perufal    and   confideration   of    the 
lords  ;  under  the  avowed  intention 
of  the    Marquis  of   Rockingham, 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  a  fu- 
ture    motion,     for    the    protedion 
and  fecurity  of   the  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica ;     an    intention    which    the 
meafures   adopted  by  government, 
about  this  time,  rendered  unuecef- 
fary. 

On  the  laft  day  of  February,  the 
minifter  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
moved  that  the  thanks  of  that 
houfe  Ihould  be  given  to  Admiral 
Sir  George  Rodney,  for  the  late 
fignal  and  important  fervices  he 
had  rendered  his  king  and  coun- 
try.     The  motion  was  feconded  by 


Mr.  Thomas  Townftiend,  warmly 
fupported  by  the  oppofition,  and 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe.  A  fimilar  motion  was  made 
on  the  following  day  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
feconded  by  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, and  agreed  to  in  '  the 
fame  manner. 

But  the  oppofition  wifhed  for 
fome  more  fubltantial  return,  than 
a  mere  vote  of  thanks,  for  the  ef- 
fential  fervices  performed  by  that 
brave  commandjer ;  and  accord- 
ingly warmly  contended  in  both 
houfes,  that  while  the  impreffion 
of  fervice  was  recent  and  warm, 
they  fliould  proceed  a  Hep  further  ; 
and  apply  for  fome  mark  of  royal 
favour,  which,  in  cafe  of  any  fi- 
nifter  accident,  or  future  misfor- 
tune, might  afford  to  him  fome 
fecurity,  againft  his  being  again 
neglefted,  and  his  fervices  for- 
gotten. 

This,  they  faid,  was  the  more 
neceffary,  as  that  admiral  had  in 
the  laft  war  received  the  thanks  of 
both  houfes  for  the  important  fer- 
vices which  he  then  performed ; 
and  yet  he  was  afterwards  molt 
ihamefuUy  laid  by  and  neglefted, 
without  any  provifion  being  made 
for  him  fuitable  to  his  rank  and 
high  character  ;  fo  that  honour  was 
almoft  the  only  harveft  which  he 
reaped.  It  was  likewife,  they 
faid,  the  more  neceffary,  as  it  was 
underftood  that  he  was  deftined 
with  an  inferior  force  to  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  our  Weft  India  illands ; 
and  that  nobody  was  ignorant,  in 
cafe  of  misfortune  or  lofs,  with 
what  dexterity  the  prefent  minifters 
could  fhift  the  blame  from  them- 
felves,  however  culpable,  upon 
the  fhoulders  of  their  commander. 
In  fuch  a  Qafe  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney 
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ney  maft  exped  the  fame  fate, 
vvhich,  they  laid,  every  otlier  of- 
ficer, who  ventured  to  a£l  under 
their  dire<flion,  had  already  expe- 
rienced. 

The  poft  of  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Marines,  which  had  been 
'  inftituted  as  a  reward  for  extraor- 
dinary merit  and  iervice,  and  which 
had  unufually  continued  vacant 
ever  fuice  the  refignation  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  was  the  immediate 
objedt  which  the  oppofuion  had  in 
view,  in  fiivour  of  Sir  George 
Rodney  ;  but  this  was  mentioned 
only  as  matter  of  converfation,  or 
propofal  to  the  minifters,  as  they 
would  not  feem  to  prefcribe  to  the 
crown  by  any  fpecification.  Nor 
did  they  wi(h  to  pufh  the  bufinefs 
to  an  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, (where  only,  confiftently 
with  forms,  it  could  be  done)  if 
thoy  could  obtain  a  fatisfadory 
promife  from  the  minifter  on  the 
fubjefl:.  This,  however,  not  ap- 
pearing to  them  to  be  immediately 
done,  Mr.  Marfham  framed  a  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs,  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
bellow  fome  high  poft  of  honour 
on  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  for  his  late  fignal  fer- 
vices. 

The  minifter  declared  the  great- 
ell  perfonal  regard  for  the  abfent 
fommander,  as  well  as  the  fulleil 
fenfe  of  his  great  merits,  fervices, 
and  high  naval  character  ;  nor  was 
any  gentleman  in  the  houfe  more 
willing  that  he  Ihould  be  moft  amply 
rewarded.  But  he  obferved,  that 
it  would  not  only  be  unprecedented 
to  follow  a  vote  of  thanks  with  an 
immediate  addrefs  for  a  reward  ; 
but  that  fo  coupling  the  two  mat- 
ters would  in  future  fubjedl  the 
houfe  to  very  great  difRculty,  and 
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eftabli{h  a  precedent  which  they 
would  hereafter  have  caufe  to  re- 
pent. He  therefore  wilhed  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  it  would 
be  exceedingly  irkfome  to  him  to 
oppofe  it ;  which  yet  he  muft  other- 
wife  be  under  a  neceffity  of  doing, 
merely  for  the  fake  of  parliamen- 
tary precedent. 

As  the  minifler  likewife  afTured 
the  houfe,  that  he  was  far  from 
thinking  the  place  of  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  marines,  by  any 
means  more  than  equal  to  the  ad- 
miral's high  deferts,  the  jufcnefs 
of  his  reafoning,  and  the  clearnefs 
of  his  declarations,  afforded  fuch 
convidlion  and  fatisfadion  on  the 
other  iide,  that  the  motion  was 
withdrawn  ;  but  under  the  da., 
clared  prefomption,  that  Some- 
thing was  intended,  and  would  be 
effectually  done,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral.  It  may  be  difficult  to  de- 
termine, whether  the  two  great 
naval  commanders  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  (Admiral  Keppel, 
and  Lord  Howe)  did  greater  ho- 
nour to  themfelves,  or  to  Sir 
George  Rodney,  by  the  liberal, 
clear,  and  unreferved  approbation 
and  applaufe,  which  they  bellowed 
upon  his  conduft  and  fervices. 

The  ground  taken  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham,  and  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  was,  an  endea- 
vour to  obtain  from  the  marine 
minifter,  by  ft^ating  the  propriety  - 
and  expediency  of  the  meafure, 
fome  affurance,  that  either  the  va- 
cant place,  or  fome  equivalent 
mark  of  royal  favour  and  reward, 
was  intended  to  be  beftowed  on  the 
abfent  admiral  ;  the  difarranged 
llate  of  whofe  private  affairs,  af- 
forded motives  which  were  llrongly 
urged  in  both  houfes,  for  its  not 
being  merely  honorary. 

But 


124]        ANNUALREGISTER,     i7ao. 


But  this,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  abfolutely  rcfufed. 
He  faid,  it  was  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  crowa  to  diftinguifh  and  re- 
ward thofe  who  had  ferved  it  ably 
and  faithfully;  that  it  would  be 
prefumption  in  him  to  undertake 
or  fay,  what  his  majefty  might  or 
might  not,  or  ought  to  do;  that 
it  would  be  a  direct  invafion  of  his 
prerogative  to  prefcribe  to  him  on 
fuch  an  occafion  ;  that  graces  and 
favours,  llich  as  thofe  defcribed, 
were  the' proper  gift  of  the  fove- 
reign,  that  he  never  vvifhed  that 
houfe  to  intrench  on  this  ex- 
clufjve  right ;  and  it  was  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
charaderilHcs  of  his  majeftyis 
reign,  to  reward  fuch  of  his 
fubjefts  as  feemed  worthy  of  his 
favour  and  proteftion. 

March  2d.  ^"   the  following 

day,  the  minifter  fur- 
prized,  at  leaft,  one  fide  of  the 
houfc,  by  opening  his  fcheme  for 
the  appointment  of  a  CcnvniJJion  of 
Accounts.  He  obferved,  that  the 
amount,  the  increafe,  and  the 
manner  of  conducing  the  public 
expenditure,  had  of  late  afforded 
continual  topics  of  debate,  con- 
verfation,  and  complaint ;  and 
that  it  had  even  been  propofed  to 
withhold  the  fupplies  for  thofe 
parts  of  the  public  fervice,  for 
which  eftimates  were  not  previ- 
oufly  produced.  With  refpeft  to 
that  matter,  he  mull  repeat  what 
he  had  ofcen  faid  before,  that  while 
we  w/ere  engaged  in  a  widely  ex- 
tended and  expenfive  war,  it  would 
be  impoffible  in  many  jnftancesy 
from  the  very  nature  o^  the  fer- 
vices,  to  lay  previous  eflimates  be- 
fore the  houfe.  The  extent,  pe- 
culiar nature,  and  circumftances 
of  the  war,  were    likewife   to  ac- 


count for   the  enormity  of  the  ex- 
pence. 

Hq  vyilhed,  however,  as  hear- 
tily as  any  one  gentleman  in  that 
houfe,  to  give  the  public  the  fulleft 
fatisfadlion,  that  the  money  was 
duly  applied  to  their  fervice  ;  and 
he  equally  wiftied,  that  fome  me- 
thod could  be  devifed  for  dating 
and  fettling  the  public  accounts  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  numerous 
balances  upon  each  head  of  ex- 
pence  might  be  brought  forward 
more  fpeedily,  and  in  confequence 
be  the  fooner  applied  to  the  public 
fervice.  Various  methods  had  been 
hinted  at  for  effeding  this  purpofe  ; 
the  method  he  fhould  propofe, 
would  be  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ap- 
pointing a  coramiffion  of  accounts. 
He  thought  a  commiflion  would 
have  many  advantages  Over  a  com- 
mittee of  accounts  ;  as  it  might 
be  ftrengthened  with  powers,  with 
which  the  houfe  was  not  capable  of 
inverting  the  latter ;  particularly 
the  calling  for  papers  of  all  forts, 
and  the  examining  witneffes  upon 
oath.  That  former  commiffions  of 
this  nature  had  proved  nugatory, 
he  faid,  was  eafily  to  be  accounted 
for,  and  as  eafily  to  be  remedied. 
The  fiult  lay  partly  in  the  caufe, 
and  partly  in  the  form  and  extent 
of  their  jurifdiftion.  They  had 
merely  been  authorized  with  a  re- 
trofpeftive  view  ;  he  meant  to  car- 
ry the  prefent  idea  much  farther. 
He  intended  that  the  bill  fhould 
exprefsly  authorize  the  commiffi- 
oners,  not  only  to  enquire  into  the 
accounts  of  the  pail  expenditure, 
but  into  the  current  accounts ;  and 
farther  dired  them  to  confult, 
prepare,  and  report  to  the  houfe, 
what  fhould,  upon  due  examination 
and  confultatlon,.  appear  to  them  to 
be  a  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  mode  of 
keeping 
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keeping  the  public  accounts,  and 
fettling  them  lb,  that  their  true 
ftate  might  from  time  to  time,  as 
near  as  poffible,  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  when  called  for,  and  the 
various  balances  in  hand  be  im- 
mediately brought  forward,  and 
applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  enfu- 
ing  year. 

The  minifter  obferved,  that 
when  he  had  readily  promifed  his 
afliilance  upon  this  fubject  fome 
time  before,  to  an  honourable 
member  on  the  other  fide,  who 
had  called  upon  him  for  it ;  not- 
withftanding  fome  ironical  com- 
pliments, he  could  eafily  per- 
ceive that  his  fincerity  was  called 
in  quellion,  and  that  his  promife 
or  concurrence  was  only  confider- 
ed  as  a  parliamentary  trick.  The 
only  return  he  then  determined 
to  make,  was  to  feize  the  earlielt 
opportunity  of  affording  indifpu- 
table  proof  to  the  houfe,  that  his 
offer  of  afliftance  included  his  real 
fentiments,  and  that  no  man 
wiftied  more  than  he  did  hrmfelf, 
for  fome  effectual  means  of  expe- 
diting the  public  accounts.  Ah 
honourable  gentleman  had  like- 
wife  at  that  time  thrown  out,  that 
it  would  appear  from  the  fort  of 
committee  that  was  appointed, 
whether  he  was  fincere,  or  whe- 
ther the  whole  enquiry  was  to  be 
a  farce  and  a  mockery.  He  (hould 
not  confider  how  far  this  infinua- 
tion  affeded  the  honour  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  appoint  the 
committee ;  but  he  would  now 
convince  them  of  his  own  fincerity. 
To  put  the  matter  therefore  totally 
.  out  of  doubt,  and  to  obviate  the 
various  obje£lions  which  would  be 
made,  whatever  fide  of  the  houfe 
the  members  of  the  committee 
were  drawn  from,  he  ftiould  make 
it  a  proyifion  in  his  intended  bill. 


that  the  commiflion^rs  be  refpec- 
table,  intelligent,  and  independ- 
ent gentlemen,  who  were  not 
members  of  either  houfe  of  .parlia- 
ment. 

Colonel  Barre,  who  had  firft 
introduced  or  propofed  the  bafi- 
nefs,  complained  of  this  unex- 
pefted,  and,  as  he  underftood  it, 
extraordinary  procedure.  The  '^ 
hiftory  of  parliament,  he  faid, 
could  not  afford  an  inftance  of  a 
fimilar  tranfadlion.  His  fcheme 
was  founded  on  a  wilh  to  ferve 
the  public ;  on  a  wilh  to  check 
the  profufion  of  thofe  who  ma- 
naged the  public  expenditure; 
the  flrong  arm  of  the  miniiter  had 
wrefted  it  out  of  his  hands,  and 
had  put  an  end  to  his  labours. 
He  had  called  upon  the  noble 
lord  to  know  whether  he  would 
affitl  him  or  not,  for  two  reafons  ; 
the  one,  that  he  knew  nothing 
effedual  could  be  done  in  oppo-  "^ 
fition  to  his  power ;  the  other, 
that  he  knew  it  would  be  impof- 
fible,  without  the  aid  of  his  au- 
thority, to  penetrate  into  the 
arcana  of  many  matters  v.'hich 
loudly  demanded  inveftigation, 
This  was  the  affiftance,  which  he 
required  from  the  miniiter;  and 
he  was  not  without  hope,  that  he 
would  have  interefted  him  in  the 
enquiry,  by  making  him  a  party 
in  the  bufinefs.  But  the  noble  ■ 
lord,  inftead  of  giving  affiftance, 
makes  himfelf  at  once  the  princi- 
pal ;  and  without  once,  he  faid, 
confuhing  or  advifing  with  him  ; 
without  any  comparifon  of  fcheme, 
or  communication  of  defign, 
comes  out  now  with  a  plan  of  hia 
own,  at  the  very  inftant  that  he 
had  brought  his  to  the  p-oint  aim- 
ed at. 

His    complaint,     he    faTd,    was 
not  the  effed    of  difappointment. 

If 
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If  the  objefl  he  purfued  was  ob- 
tained, he  was  indifferent  to  what 
hand  the  benefit  was  owing.  But 
he  contended,  that  the  plans  were 
effentially  different ;  and  the  one 
made  not  to  fupply>  but  to  coun- 
teraft  the  other. 

The  oppofition  in  general  cri- 
ed fhame  on  this  manoeuvre* 
They  faid  it  was  unfair  and  in- 
decent ;  and  that  if  it  was  not  an 
abfolute  violation  of  ellablithed 
parliamentary  rules,  according  to 
the  dead  letter  of  recorded  pre- 
cedents, it,  however,  militated 
entirely  againfl  their  fpirit ;  and 
that  it  was  totally  fubverfive  of 
that  liberality  of  conduft,  and 
propriety  of  behaviour,  which  it 
was  fo  neceffary  and  becoming  for 

fentlemen  to  obferve,  both  in  that 
oufe  and  without,  in  their  com- 
merce with  each  other.  The  va- 
rious flridlures  pafTed  upon  the 
plan,  will  appear  in  their  place- 
Mr.  Burke's  eflablifhment  bill, 
having  been  read  the  firft  time  on 
the  23d  of  February,  the  author 
propofed  the  following  Tuefday 
for  the  fecond  reading.  On  this 
much  altercation  arofe ;  the  mi- 
nifler  charging  the  minority  with 
precipitating  a  meafure  not  fufh- 
ciently  confidered ;  they  on  the 
other  hand  accufing  him  of  an  in- 
tention of  delaying  all  reforma- 
tion until  the  fupplies  were  grant- 
ed, and  then  precipitately  proro- 
guing parliament,  without  any 
redrefs  to  fo  many  grievances. 
The  minifler  was  called  on  to  de- 
clare, whether  he  would  oppofe 
it  on  the  fecond  reading,  or  let 
it  go  to  a  committee.  After  great 
apparent  irrefolution,  he  declared 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  oppofe 
the  bill  in  that  ftage. 


The  bill  being  read  the  feccnc? 
time  without  oppofition,  juft  , 
after  the  miniflct  had  an- 
nounced  the  plan  for  his  com- 
miflion  of  accounts,  Mr.  Burke 
moved  that  it  might  be  committed 
for  the  following  day.  This  was 
oppofed,  on  the  ground,  that  as 
it  was  neceffary  all  bills,  and  more 
efpecially  thofe  of  great  moment, 
Ihould  be  proceeded  through  with 
caution  and  circumfpedtion,  fo 
the  ufage  of  parliament  was,  on 
that  account,  againft  the  fending 
of  bills  diredtly  from  the  fecond 
reading  to  a  committee.  If  this 
was  the-  rule  in  other  cafes,  how 
much  more  neceffary  was  it  with 
refped  to  a  bill  of  fuch  magni- 
tude, which  took  in  fuch  a  vari- 
ety of  objefts,  and  in  the  evenf 
of  which  fo  great  a  number  of  in- 
dividuals were  intereiled,  as  the 
prefent,  to  proceed  with  the 
greatert  caution  ;  and  to  afford 
time  for  fully  examining  its  parts, 
and  duly  confidering  and  weighing 
its  general  and  particular  confe- 
quences,  before  it  was  referred  to 
a  cortimittee.  An  amendment  was 
accordingly  moved,  l-y  which  the 
following  Wednefday  was  to  bs 
fubflitated,  in  the  place  of  the 
enfuing  day. 

This  was  dircftly  charged  on 
the  other  fide  to  the  procraftinat- 
ing  views  of  the  minilter.  It  was 
not  to  be  fuppoled,  they  faid, 
that  the  whole  of  the  bill  was  to 
be  immediately  confidered  ;  its 
parts  were  to  be  taken  and  treated 
Separately ;  and  their  number 
rendered  it  neceffary  (if  any  thing 
ferious  was  intended  to  be  done) 
to  lofe  no  time  in  their  proceed- 
ing. The  firll  part  to  be  invefti- 
gated    in  the    committee  was    the 

iimpld 
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fimple  queftion,  whether  the  oJBce 
of  third  fecretary  of  ftate,  other- 
wife  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  A- 
merican  colonies,  was  not  an  of- 
fice altogether  ufelefs,  and  as  fuch 
ought  to  be  abolifhed  ?  Surely 
this  was  not  a  queftion  that  re- 
quired fuch  depth  of  thinking,  as 
that  there  had  not  been  already 
full  time  for  its  confideration. 

The  language  which  the  mlnif- 
ter  now  held  with  refpedl  to  the 
bill  of  reform,  did  not  feem  much 
to  correfpond  with  that  he  had 
nfed  at  the  firft  motion  for  the 
bill.  He  probably  thought  he 
had  gone  too  far.  He  coldly  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  bill  confifted  of 
a.  variety  of  allegations,  and  was 
in  faft  a  farrago  of  incidents,  he 
fuppofed  it  would  not  be  thought 
unreafonable,  when  it  came  be- 
fore the  committee,  if  he  fhould 
then  call  for  evidence  in  fupport 
of  thofe  fafts,  on  which  the  pro- 
politions  were  founded,  as  well 
as  a  clear  account  of  the  value  of 
the  favings  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Burke  treated  with  ridicule 
the  idea  of  the  noble  lord,  in  re- 
quiring a  kind  of  proof,  which 
from  its  nature  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  knew  was  impoffible  to 
be  given.  I  aflert,  faid  he,  that 
the  third  fecretary  of  ftate  is  ufe- 
lefs,  and  how  am  I  to  prove  it 
but  by  the  notoriety  of  the  fadl  ? 
Will  the  deputy,  the  clerks,  or 
even  the  fire-lighter,  come  to  prove 
it  ?  Did  the  noble  lord  mean,  that 
he  was  to  bring  fuch  evidence  as 
was  neceffary  to  determine  quef- 
tion of  private  property  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  in  order  to  prove 
all  thofe  places  to  be  ufclefs  which 
he  propofed  to  abolilh  ?  And  was 
he  alfo  to  bring  fimilar  evidence 
to  prove,  that   the  favings  from 


thofe  reduflions  would  amount 
precifely,  without  even  the  ufual 
exception  for  errors,  to  the  exaft 
fum  which  he  had  fuppofed  or 
ftated  ?  The  idea  is  too  ridicu- 
lous. It  will  be  more  manly  and 
becoming  in  the  noble  lord,  at 
once  to  avow  his  antipathy  to 
every  fpecies  and  degree  of  public 
reform. 

The  queftion  being  put  at  12 
o'  clock  at  night,  in  a  very  full 
houfe,  Lord  Beauchamp's  amend- 
ment to  the  motion,  for  fubftitu- 
ting  the  words  "  Wednefday 
next,"  in  the  place  of"  to-mor- 
row," was  carried  upon  a  divi- 
fion  by  a  majority  of  35  ;  the 
numbers  being,  for  the  amend- 
ment 250,  to  195  who  fupported 
the  original  motion.  The  parties 
feemed  willing  to  make  a  previous 
trial  of  their  ftrength  in  thefe 
queftions,  before  they  came  to  the 
main  points  ;  and  the  numbers  m 
the  minority,  on  a  mere  matter  of 
time,  was  a  thing  very  alarming 
to  miniftry. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  had,  for  ther 
firft  time,  voted  in  the  oppofition, 
This  conduft  was  foon  followed 
by  the  removal  of  that  noblemai» 
from  his  office  of  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Wilts.  So  remark^ 
able  a  concurrence  of  incident^ 
and  coming  fo  clofe  upon  that 
which  r dated  to  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  could  not  but  ex- 
cite notice  and  obfervation  both 
within  doors  and  without ;  and  the 
matter  was  taken  up  by  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne  as  an  objefl  of  par- 
liamentary enquiry,  who  accord- 
ingly fummoned  the  lords  upon 
the  occafion. 

That  nobleman  o- 


pened  the  bufinefs  by 


March    6th. 
ftatinj. 
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ftating,  that  the  trouble  he  had 
given  them  on  that  day,  was  for 
purpofes  that  equally  concerned 
the  honour,  dignity,  and  indepen- 
dency of'  parliament,  and  the  pre- 
ferv^alion  and  fupport  of  the  conlti- 
tion.  It  was  to  enquire  into  the 
c^ufe  of  two  noble  lords  near  him 
being  difmiffed  their  employments, 
to  whom  no  charge  of  delinquency 
could  poffibly  be  made,  nor  even 
was  pretended  ;  nor  could  any 
caufe  be  affigned  but  this  ("uggef- 
tion,  that  one  noble  lord  had  de- 
clared the  fide  he  fhould  take  on  a 
queftion  agitated  in  that  houfe  j 
and  the  other  noble  lord  had  abfo- 
lutely  voted  on  it.  Thefe  were 
the  only  crimes  they  had  commit- 
ted;  and  for  the  exercife  of  this 
coitlmon  freedom,  inherent  in  the 
conftitution,  and  belonging  to 
every  member  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  they  were  difgraced 
in  the  face  of  their  country. 

The  noble  earl  pointed  out  "and 
enforced,  with  his  ufual  fharpnels 
and  energy,  the  fuppofed  danger- 
ous tendency  of  this'  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding ;  more  particularly  at  a 
time  like  the  prefent,  when,  as 
he  faid,  every  body  felt  and  con- 
fefTed  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  carried  to  fuch  an  ex- 
treme, as  afFefted  every  depart- 
ment, from  the  minifter  to  the 
loweft  officer  of  excife.  He  then 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  rife  and 
power  of  the  lords  lieutenants  of 
counties;  and  endeavoured  to  flievv, 
that  the  powers  of  that  great  office 
were,  from  its  firft  inftitution,  in 
a  very  confidcrable  degree  inde- 
pendant  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
it  was  always  confidered  as  pre- 
ferving  a  fort  of  balance,  between 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
power  of  the  prerogative.    He  ob- 


ferved,  that  the  condua  ot  ii^ 
court  with  refped  to  thefe  two  no- 
blemen was  the  more  ferioufly- 
alarming,  as  the  feveral  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  militia,  which  had  been 
paffed  fince  the  year  1752,  had 
thrown  that  originally  conftituti- 
onal  means  of  national  defence, 
almoft  totally  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown^;  fo  that  being  thus  warpei 
from  the  proper  nature  and  defign 
of  the  inftitution,  there  was  fcarcely 
any  thing  left,  but  the  public  fpi- 
rit  and  independency  of  the  lords 
lieutenants  of  the  counties,  to  pre- 
vent its  becoming  a  mere  ftate  en- 
gine of  corruption  ;  and  its  being 
even  converted  into  a  machine  for' 
the  fubverfion  of  that  conftitution 
which  it  had  been  created  to  pre- 
ferve. 

From  the  militia,  the  noble  earl 
paffed  by  an  eafy  tranfition  to  the 
ftate  and  government  of  the  army  j 
a  ground,  on  which  his  early  mi- 
litary knowledge  and  fervic^  af.* 
forded  no  fmall  advantage.  He 
particularly  reprobated,  with  i 
foldierly  vehemence,  a  regulation 
lately  adopted  in  that  fchool  of 
war,  called  occajtonal  rank ;  thii 
he  reprefented,  as  being  equally 
fcandalous  in  the  practice,  ruin- 
ous to  the  fervice  in  the  effeft,  and 
humiliating  and  degrading  to  the 
army  in  its  principle.  Nothing, 
he  (aid,  could  operate  fo  diredtly 
and  efFedually  towards  breaking 
the  heart  of  a  foldier,  and  damp- 
ing all  military  fpirit  and  ardour. 
Indeed  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  he  feemed  to  want  words  fufii- 
ciently  to  exprefs  their  deteftatioa 
of  this  novel,  and,  as  they  de- 
fcribed  it,  abominable  praftice. 
The  whole  order  of  things  was 
revcrfed  by  it.  All  rank  was 
trampled  upon  ;    all  fubordination 

was 
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WAS  at 'an  end.  The  high  fpirit  of 
honour  which  charafterizes  a  fol- 
dier  ;  the  emulation  of  rank,  and 
the  eagernefs  for  fame,  which  in- 
clude his  very  exiftence,  muft  all 
perifli  before  it. 

The   noble  earl    faid,   that  al- 
though    their     frequency,    within 
the  knowledge  he  fuppofed  of  all 
the  lords,  feeraed  to  render  it  un- 
neceffary  to  cite  any   inftances  of 
the  abufe,  and  that  he  would  ra- 
ther  avoid   defcending  to  particu- 
lars,   yet,   that    it   might   not   be 
thought  he  dealt  merely  in  decla- 
jnation,  he  would   aflc,  what   pre- 
tenfions  a  Mr.  FuUarton  had  to  be 
raifed  at  once  to  the  rank  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  to  be  appoint- 
ed   commandant  of  a   regiment  ? 
That  gentleman    had    never    held 
any  rank,  nor  ever  been  in  the  ar- 
my before ;    he  had  been  clerk  to 
the  noble  lord  now  prefent  in  of- 
iice,  when  on  his  late  embafly  in 
Prance ;    where  perhaps  he  might 
have  acquitted   himfelf  very   well 
with  his  pen,   but  never  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  ufe  of  the  fword ; 
yet  this  clerk  in  office,  this  commisi 
contrary  to  all  military  eftablilh- 
ments,  contrary  to  all  the  fpirit  of 
the  army,  was  now   a  lieutenant- 
colonel,    and   had    the    fuperiority 
in    command  over  Lord  Harring- 
ton,   a    young    nobleman  of    the 
moft  active  and  enterprizing  fpirit, 
who  had   fought  his  way,  inch  by 
inch,  to  command,  and  whofe  high 
rank  and  great  family  connexions 
ferved   him    in    no  other  refpef^, 
than  to  render  his   fervices  to  his 
country  the  more  conlpicuous. 

Such  promotions,  it  was  faid, 
fo  contrary  to  the  military  rules  of 
every  other  country  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  this,  was  fufficient  to 
drive  every  man  of  honour  and 
Vol.  XXIIl.} 


fpirit  from  the  fervice,  to  diflemi- 
nate  dangerous  difcontents,  jea- 
loufy,  and  ill-will  throughout  the 
whole  army,  and  to  deter  our 
young  nobility  and  gentry  of  weight 
and  fortune,  from  following  the 
natural  bent  of  their  genius,  in 
attempting  to  ferve  their  country. 
For  who  would  devote  his  time,  his 
fortune,  or  his  life  to  a  fervige, 
where  he  faw  a  clerk  from  behind 
his  defk,  fuddenly  raifed  by  mini- 
fterial  caprice,  and  put  over  the 
heads  of  more  than  a  thoufand  of- 
ficers ;  many  of  whom  were  of 
long  and  tried  fervice,  of  eftablilh- 
ed  merit  in  their  profeflion,  and 
had  been  bred  up  to  thd  art  of  war 
from  their  earlieft  youth  ? 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  clofed  a 
fpeech  of  confiderable  kngth,  full 
of  matter  and  of  energy,  with  a 
motion  to  the  following  purport  :— 
Whereas  the  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then was  difmifTed  from  his  em- 
ployment of  the  lieutenancy  of 
the  Eaft  riding  of  the  county  of 
York,  on  the  morning  of  that  day 
when  his  opinion  to  fupport  with 
his  vote  a  motion  that  was  made 
in  the  houfe  on  the  8:h  of  Febru- 
ary laft  was  well  known  ;  and 
whereas  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was 
likewife  diimifled  from  his  lieute- 
nancy of  the  county  of  Wilts,  foOit 
after  he  gave  his  vote  on  the  fame 
queftion,  which  office  of  lieute- 
nant has  been  at  all  ^times  impor- 
tant, but  moft  peculiarly  fo  Under 
the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  mi- 
litia. Andi  whereas  no  caufe  has 
been  fuggcfted  of  communicated  to 
either  of  the  faid  noble  lords  for 
fuch  difmiffion,  this  houle  there- 
fore hath  every  ground  to' believe, 
that  the  fame  had  reference  to  their 
condudt  in  parliament. 

And   it    was   therefore    moved, 
U]    .  that 


ijo]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780; 

that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  to  defire  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ac- 
quaint this  houfe,  whether  he  has 
been  advifed,  and  by  whom,  to 
difmifs  the  faid  two  noble  lo^-ds, 
or  either  of  them,  from  their  faid 
employments,  for  their  condudl  in 
parliament. 

The  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  motion  was  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  he  could  not  in  deli- 
cacy fupport  it  with  his  vote ;  but 
that  he  neverthelefs  heartily  ap- 
proved of  it,  as  he  hoped  it  would 
afford  the  means  of  enabling  him 
to  fatisfy  his  enquiring  county,  as 
to  the  caufe  of  his  being  difplaced 
from  aftiiig  as  their  lord  lieute- 
nant ;  for  he  trufted  he  Ihould  now 
hear  from  the  mouth  of  fome  of 
the  king's  confidential  fervants, 
the  reafon  of  his  being  difmilfed 
from  that  office.  He  flattered  him- 
felf,  that  his  removal  was  not  oc- 
cafioned  by  any  abufe  of  the  power 
annexed  to  his  ofiice  ;  and  he  was 
happy  in  finding  that  he  had  not 
given  any  offence  to  the  people  of 
the  county  of  York,  either  as  lieu- 
tenant, or  by  the  vote  he  had 
given  ;  for  he  had  received  feveral 
letters  from  many  of  the  mofl;  re- 
fpeftable  gentlemen  in  that  coun- 
ty, containing  a  full  approbation 
of  his  condudl  in  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  explain- 
ed the  nature  of  his  difmifGon, 
which  he  attributed  entirely  to  ad- 
vice ;  as  at  that  audience,  at  which 
he  refigned  the  office  bf  lord  of  th^ 
bed-chamber,  he  had  experienced* 
the  fame  gracious  reception  from 
his  fovereign  which  he  had  ever 
been  wont  to  do.  He  obferved, 
that  his  family  had  been  lord  li6u- 
enants  of  the  county  of  Wilt?, 
ever  fincc  the  ofSce  hud  been  Erft 


known  in  England  ;  and  he  waa 
happy  to  find  that  his  conduft  had 
been  fuch  upon  all  occafions,  as 
to  meet  the  full  approbation  of  hia 
county. 

That?  nobleman,  who  had  ferved 
early  ;  long  ;  and  with  credit  in  the 
lafl  war,  joined  in  reprobating,  in 
terms  of  exceeding  feverity,  the 
late  promotions,  as  well  as  the  in- 
novations in  general  which  were 
introduced  in  the  government  of 
the  army.  He  faid,  that  he  de- 
tefled  from  his  heart  the  means 
made  ufe  of  to  obtain  rank,  con- 
trary to  the  eftablifhed  rules-  of  fer- 
vice ;  and  he  affirmed,  that  the  ar- 
my in  which  fuch  things  were  per- 
mitted, muft  either  moulder  away 
fo  as  to  be  worth  nothing,  or  elfe 
become  a  dangerous  engine  in  the 
hands  of  government. 

The  difcretion  of  the  crown  in 
the  appointment  and  removal  of  its 
officers,  was  the  principal  ground 
of  argument  taken  on  the  other 
fide  in  oppofition  to  the  motion. 
That  the  crown  was  fully  endued 
with  this  power  would  not  be  de- 
nied ;  and  any  attempt  to  circum- 
fcribe  it,  muft  be  confidered  as  a 
direft  and  violent  entrenchment  on 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  pro- 
pofed  addrefs  would  therefore,  not 
militate  lefs  with  the  principles  of 
right,  than  with  all  the  rules  of 
propriety,  and  of  refpeft  to  his 
majefly  ;  nor  indeed  could  the  mea- 
fure  be  fupported  upon  any  better 
ground  of  precedent,  than  what 
was  drawn  from  the  conduft  of  the 
long  parliament.  A  condudl  which 
no  lord  on  any  fide  of  the  houfe 
could  wilh  to  purfue. 

That  the  power  of  the  crown 
might  in  fome  inftances  be  impru- 
dently e^cercifed,  was  allowed. 
Every  'power,   however    modified, 

®r 
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6r  to  whoever   intrufted,  was   Ha-  addrefles ;     and    they    would    zt 

ble   to   abufe.      But    they    denied  length    become   fo    numerous  and 

that  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  perplexed,  that   they   never   could 

inftance.     There  was  nothing  that  be  able   tq   fee  their  way  through 

diftinguifhed  the  removals  in  quef-  them.     He    feemed,  however,  not 

tion,  from    a   fucceffive   ftream  of  much  better   fatisfied   with  refpedl 

precedents,     flowing    down,     from  to   the    right,   than    to    the  expe* 

the  revolution  to  the  prefent  day,  dience   and    propriety,   of  parlia- 

through  times  which  were  deemed  ment    at    all   interfering    in    fuch 

the    moft     favourable     to    liberty,  matters  as  touched  upon  the  royal 

The  two   noble   lords,    they    faid,  prerogative. 

held  their   offices   merely   through  The  learned  lord  likewife  call- 

the    favour     of     the    crown,    and  ed    for    the    evidence    to   fupport 

could    therefore    have    no  right  to  the  charge.     No  manner  of  proof* 

complain  when  it  was  withdrawn  ;  he  faid,  had  been  laid  before  their 

they  fufFered    no   injury,  for    they  lordlhips,  nor  had  any  attempt  even 

loft  nothing  which  they  could  call  been  made  to  prove^  that  the  dif- 

their  own.      Was    this    then  fuffi-  raiffion   of  the    noble  marquis,  or 

cient  ground  for  a  motion,  which  of  the  noble  earl,  proceeded  from 

went  to  annihilate  one  of  the  firft  any  vote  they   had    given  in  that 

and    tl>e    moft    neceflary   preroga-  houfe ;      confequently,     till     fomt 

tives  of  the  crown,  that  of  choof-  fadl    was    ftated,  or   proof  made, 

ing  its  own  fervants  ?  •  it    could    not    be    decent    to    ap- 

A  great   law    lord    endeavoured  proach  the  throne  on  the  fubjeftj 

with    his    ufual    ability    to    Ihew,  but    would    on    the    contrary,    iu 

the     various     inconveniences     and  his  opinion,  be    highly    improper* 

mifchiefs    which    muft   arife,  from  and  even  difrefpeftful. 

its    being    once    eftablilhed  .  as    a  The    lords    in     oppofition     ac- 

principle  of  afting,  that  the  royal  knowledged  in  the  cleareft  terms, 

will  was  fubjeiS   to  parliamentary  that    the    unlimited,    unreftrained 

controul     and    examination,    upon  difcretion    of    the     crown,    in    A 

every     exercife,     which    prudence  choice  of  perfons  to  fill  the  offices 

and  reafon  might  didlate,  of  thofe  of  the  ftate,  was   an  inherent,  in- 

powers  which  the  conltitution  had  difputable    prerogative,  vefted    in, 

vefted  in   the   crown,    of   promot-  it    for    the    beft    and    wifeft   pur- 

jng  or  removing  its  own  officers,  pofes ;  but  it  was  a  prerogative  or 

He   contended,  that   it   would  not  right,   the  exercife  of   which,    as 

only    be    fubverfive    of  the    royal  well   as  of  every  other  power  or 

prerogative,      deftruftive    ,of     all  right  the  crown  enjoyed,  was  fub» 

public   fervice,   order,   and  fubor-  jeft    to  the  controUl  and  animad<^ 

dination,    and    perfonally    degrad-  verlion    of  parliament.      It    was> 

ing    to    the    fovereign,    but    that  like    them,    exercifed    by    counfel 

it  would  involve  parliament  itfelf  and    advice;     and    if  improperly 

in   continual   and  inextricable  dif-  exercifed,    as    in    other    inftances> 

ficulties.       If    fuch     a     precedent  fubjefted  the  advifers  to  enquiry ; 

was   once    eftabli{hed,    the    whole  and  if  it  appeared  upon  that  en-^ 

time  of  the  houfe  would  be  taken  quiry,    ihat    the    caufe     was    not 

up  with  Complaints,  appeals,  and  fuch  as  to  juftify  the  advice,  fub- 

[/]  z  jeded 
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jefted  them  to  cenfure,  to  remo- 
val, or  to  punifhment. — This  was 
what  was  meant  by  a  difcretio- 
nary  power  being  veiled  in  the 
crown ;  it  was  neither  more  nor 
lefs.  There  was  an  unfound  dif- 
cretion,  as  well  as  a  found  dif- 
cretion ;  in  its  proper  fenfe,  it 
meant  no  more  than  a  power  or  a- 
bility  to  aft,  which  was  after 
fubjeft  to  the  controul  and  dif- 
cuffion  of  parliament.  But  when- 
ever that  power  was  ftretched  be- 
yond its  due  limits,  when  it  was 
wantonly  and  intentionally  abuf- 
ed,  it  immediately  changed  its 
nature ;  it  was  then  no  longer 
difcretionary,  it  became  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical. 

The    Duke    of   Richmond,    In 
contradiftion   to   fome    of  the  af- 
fertions   made,  and   doftrines   now 
laid  down,  quoted   the   debates  of 
that  houfe  in  the  year  1733,  and 
the    fpirited  proteft   then  entered, 
upon  the    crown's   difinifling  Lord 
Cobham  and  the  Duke  of  Bolton 
from  their  places.      This  he  hop- 
ed would  ftrike  the  lords  as  a  pre- 
cedent   fully   fatisfaftory,    for   the 
right    of  parliament    to    regulate 
the    abufe    of   difcretion    in     the 
crown ;    and    he    hoped    the    cir- 
cumftance    of    the     late    Earl    of 
Bathurft,  being  at  the  head  of  the 
peers     who    figned    that     proteft, 
would  have  its    due    efFetl  on  the 
Lord     Prefident    of   the    council, 
(then    prefent)    in    inducing    him 
to  fupport    the   fentiments   of   his 
noble  father.     The    duke  appeal- 
ed, with   refpeft    to  the  late  pro-, 
motions  in  the  army,   to  the  law 
lords,  and    to    the    bench  ot  bifh- 
ops ;    afking    the    learned  lord  on 
the   wool-fack,  and   the    right  re- 
verend prelate,  at  the  head  of  that 
bench,  how    they   would   approve 


of  having  filk  gowns,  and  the 
dignities  of  the  church,  confer- 
red upon  men  every  way  unfitted, 
by  habit,  education,  or  learning, 
for  fuch  ftations  ;  men  totally  ig- 
norant both  of  law  and  of  gof- 
pel? 

On   this  occafion,   the   Marquis 
of  Rockingham  entered  as   deeply 
into  the  abufes  relative  to  the  mi- 
litia,   as    the    military    lords    did 
into  thofe  of  the  army.      He  en- 
deavoured to   (hew,  that    the   ten- 
dency and   eiFeft   of   all  the  laws 
which  had  for  feveral  years   been 
pafTed  relative  to  that  body,  went 
direftly    to    draw    it   daily   nearer 
and  nearer,  to  the  model  and  con- 
dition   of  a   ftanding  army.      He 
ftatcd  its  original  nature,  with  the 
motives  and  defign  of  it*  inftitu- 
tibn  ;    and    then    endeavoured    to 
fhew  how  it  had    been  warped  to 
purpofes   entirely   different.     And, 
after  feveral  mafterly  obfervations 
on     the     fobjeft,     declared,     that 
under    fuch   circumftances,    if  the 
lieutenants  of  counties  were  to  be 
difmifTed  for  their  condu^  in   par- 
liament, and    for  differing  in  po- 
litical opinions  with  the  minillers 
for  the  time  being,  the  only  dif- 
ference he  could  make  between  a 
ftanding   army,  and   a    militia   fo 
coiiftituted     and     governed,     was, 
that  (for  feveral  reafons  which  he 
fpecified)  he  would  give  a  prefe- 
rence to  the  former. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the 
fmalleft  anfwer  was  not  made  by 
the  court  lords,  to  the  numerous 
charges  which  were  made  on  the 
other  fide,  with  refpeft  to  the 
government  both  of  the  army  and 
the  milicia.  Excepting  it  Ihould 
be  confidered  as  fuch,  that  a  no- 
ble lord  in  office,  who  had  been 
lately  ambafTador   in  Paris,  fpoke 

a  few 
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a  few  words  in  vindication  of  the 
promotion  of  his  late  fecretary. 
Colonel  Fullarton ;  who  he  faid 
was  a  gentleman  of  fuch  known 
and  tried  charafter,  that  he  could 
venture  to  anfwer  for  his  fupport- 
ing  the  charafter  of  a  foldier  with 
fpirit  and  propriety  ;  that  he  had 
liberally  offered  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment ;  and  that  the  ftate  of  pub- 
lic affairs  rendered  it  neceffary  to 
encourage  fuch  zeal  for  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervice. 

The  attention  of  the  houfe  was 
much  drawn  by  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonftiire's  fpeaking  for  the  firft 
time>  in  public,  upon  this  quef- 
tion.  This  he  did  with  a  firm- 
nefs  and  facility,  which  feldom 
accompanies  a  firll  effay  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  with  a  moderation, 
and  an  air  of  fincerity,  which 
feemed  to  gain  the  hearts  of  thofe 
without  the  bar,  while  an  univer- 
fal  filence  reigned  ,  within.  He 
faid  he  had  hitherto  been  filent  on 
all  the  political  queftions  on  which 
he  had  voted,  becaufe  fpeaking 
X  in  public  was  not  agreeable  to  his 
temper.  But  he  obferved,  that 
fuch  was  now  the  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  of  his  country,  that  he 
ftiould  think  himfelf  bafe,  dege- 
nerate, and    anworthy    the  name 


and  charafter  of  a  man  who  hai 
its  intereft  at  heart,  if  he  re- 
mained any  longer  without  an 
exprefs  and  unequivocal  declara- 
tion of  his  fentiments.  He  fup« 
ported  the  motion,  approved  the 
county  meetings  and  affociations, 
and  ftrongly  condemned  the  con- 
duifl  of  adminiftration. 

He  concluded  by  renouncing 
all  party  motives,  and  party 
views.  He  had  nothing  to  hope 
for  but  the  peace,  profperity  and 
welfare  of  his  native  country.  He 
could  have  no  temptation  to  en- 
courage domeftic  broils  or  civil 
confufion.  He  had  a  coniidera- 
ble  ftake  to  lofe,  and  he  was  inte- 
refted  as  an  Englilhman,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  conftitutIon> 
and  the  invaluable  rights,  liber- 
ties, and  privileges  derived  from 
it. 

The  queftion  being  put  at  ii 
o'clock,  the  motion  was  rejefted 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
92,  including  26  proxies,  to  39, 
including  8  proxies.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond,  who  held  the  Duke 
of  Leinfter's  proxy,  refufed  to 
give  it ;  as  a  mark,  undoubted- 
ly, of  his  difapprobation  of  that 
mode  of  voting. 
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CHAP.       VII. 

Order  of  the  (toy  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr.  Burke's  ejlallijhment 
hill,  ^ejlion  of  ccmpetency  Jfarud.  Debated.  Qppojttion  injijl,  that 
the  decijion  of  that  quejiion  Jhould  take  place  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
^uejiion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  carried,  upon  a  •■very  cloje  di'vijion, 
Debates  iu  the  committee  on  thefrjl  clauje  of  the  ejiablijhment  hill,  for 
aholijhing  the  office  of  third  fecretary  of  Jiate.  Claufe  rejeded,  after 
*very  long  debates,  upon  a  divijion,  by  a  'very  fmall  majority.  Long  de- 
bates in  the  committee,  on  a  ftibfequent  day,  upon  that  claufe  of  the  ejia- 
hlijhment  bill^for  abolijhing  the  board  of  trade,  ^ejlion  for  abolijhing 
that  board,  carried  upon  a  di-vifion.  Difference  bet^ween  the  fpeakcr  and 
the  minifter.  Mr.  Fullarton's  complaint  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  Iffue 
ef  that  affair  in  Hyde  Park.  Notice  gi'ven  by  Sir  fames  Lcninher,  of  an 
intended  jnotion,  for  prefer'ving  the  freedom  of  debate  in  parliament. 
Subject  confderably  agitated.  Warmly  refented  wjithout  doors.  Ad- 
dreffes  of  congratulation  to  the  J^arl  of  Shelburne  on  his  reco'very.  Dan-> 
ger  to  nxjhich  Mr,  Fox  and  he  had  been  expofed,  attributed  to  their  zeal  in 
the  fer'vice  of  their  country.  Qontradors  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Philip 
Jennings  Gierke,  and  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  nvithout  a 
di'vifeon.      Great  debates  on  the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke^s  efiablifimcnt  bill^ 

,  for  abolijhing  the  offices  of  treajurer  of  the  chamber,  and  others,  ^ef- 
tion,  on  the  firjl  .member  of  the  clauje,  loft  upon  a  di^viJion .  Succeeding 
quejlions  rejeded.  Debates  on  the  minifter'' s  motion  for  gi'ving  notice  to 
the  Eaji  India  compavy,  of  the  paying  off  their  capital  Jlock  at  the  end  of 
three  years.  Previous  queftion  mo-ved.^  and  loji  on  a  di'^ifon.  Motion 
againji  receiving  '  the  report  of  '  the  nenx)  taxes,  until  the  petitions  of  the 
people  nvere  confidered,  rcjeSled'upon  a  di'vijion  by  a  great  majority.  Earl 
of  Effingham's  motion  in  the  fiouj'e  of  Lords,  for  a  liji  of  places,  pen-. 
Jions,  i5c.  held  by  members  of  that  hoife,  rejeSed  upon  a  divijion. 

N  two    days   after   the  difpofal  the  houfe  to  enter  into  any  dlfcuf- 

of  the  queftion  relative  to  the  fion  whatever,  relative  to  the  king's 

Marquis    of   Carmarthen    and  the  civil  lill  revenue  or  eftablifliment. 

Earl    of   Pembroke,  the   order    of  This    gentleman,    who    had    hi- 

March  ^th     '^^  ^^^  ^^^  g°i"S  i"^o  therto   fpoken   rather   ambiguoufly 

*  '^     *  a   committee    on    Mr.  with  regard  to  that  plan  of  reform, 

3«rke's    eftablidiment     bill,    being  after    exprefiing    now    his    higheft 

called    for    in   the  Houfe  of  Com-  approbation   of  fome   parts   of  it, 

mons,  a  gentleman  who  has   long  condemned,    in  terms  equally  ex- 

poffefTed    an    office,    which,    efpe-  plicit,  thofe  which  reached  in  any 

daily   during  the  prefent  war,  has  degree  to  the  civil  lift  ;  as  well  as 

been  generally  confidered  as  being  the    interference   of  parliament  ^t 

by  much  the  moft  lucrative  of  the  all  in  that  expenditure.     He  faid^ 

ftate,  ftarted   an  unexpedled    quef-  that   for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever 

;ion;,    u^on   the    incompetence   of  cpnfideredj,  an4  ever  Ihould,  that 
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the  civil  lift  revenue  was  as  much 
and  as  fully  his  majefty's,  as  any 
determinable  eftate,  enjoyed  by 
any  perfon  prefent,  was  his  imme- 
diate property.  That  revenue  had 
been  fettled  on  his  raajelly,  at  his 
acceffion,  for  life  ;  which  was  ah 
intereft  no  power  on  earth  could 
deprive  him  of  without  manifeft 
injuftice ;  confeqvjently,  that  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
bill,  which  went  to  the  controul  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  fuppofed  favings  to 
arife  from  the  reform,  was  an  at- 
tempt no  lefs  contrary  to  precedent 
than  to  juftice.  It  would  not  on- 
ly, in  its  confequences,  degrade 
the  fovereign,  but  it  would  reduce 
him  to  the  ftate  of  a  pracarious 
penfioner ;  whofe  uncertain  fti- 
pend,  lefTened  at  will,  would  be 
at  all  times  liable  to  ftill  further 
redudlion.  And  to  what  purpofe 
was  this  violence  and  injuftice  to 
be  ofF<;red  ? — to  leffen  the  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  crown.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown ;  but  he  believed  that 
influence  was  never  lefs  known  or 
felt  than  during  the  prefent  reign  ; 
and  this  he  could  fpeak  from  expe- 
rience. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  nei- 
ther confulted  the  noble  minifter, 
nor  any  other  perfon  within  or 
without  the  houfe  upon  the  fubjedl. 
It  -was  his  own  opinion,  and  he  was 
determined  to  avow  it,  without 
any  expedation  or  wifli  of  fupport, 
further  than  what  it  might  be  enti- 
tled to  on  its  own  intrinfic  merit. 
He  was  apprehenflve  that  he  was 
rather  diforderly,  as  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a  commit- 
tee, flood  in  the  way  ;  but  it  was 
a  fubjedl  on  which'  he  wifhed  to 
tnks  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe ;    and 


he  applied  to  the  chair  for  direc- 
tion, in  what  manner  to  bring  it 
forward. 

Although  it  was  contended  on 
the  other  fide,  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  already  fully  ad- 
mitted, as  well  by  the  meflage 
from  the  throne,  which  included 
the  royal  confent,  in  what  related 
to  its  particular  interefts,  as  by 
its  being  referred,  without  oppofi- 
tion,  from  the  fecond  reading,  x6  a 
committee  ;  yet  it  was  not  thought 
fitting  to  fpend  much  time  on  that 
ground  ;  but  to  take  much  ftronger, 
and  direftly  to  combat  the  dodtrinc 
itfelf,  without  regard  to  the  mode 
of  bringing  it  forward. 

It  was  maintained,  by  a  great 
variety  of  arguments,  that  the  fo- 
vereign, in  this  country,  did  not 
poffefs  any  part  of  hi?  revenue,  as 
a  private  or  diftindl  property.  That 
the  crown  held  no  public  right,  or 
public  property,  but  as  a  truft,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  it  could 
in  truth  gain  or  lofe  nothing  ;  be- 
caufe  it  enjoyed  all  it  poi'Csffed  as  a 
favour,  and  for  the  attainment  of 
certain  defined  or  implied  pur- 
pofes  ;  which  purpofes  were  un- 
derftood,  to  be  good  government, 
and  the  well-being  of  the  ftate. 
The  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
the  higheft  and  moft  tranfcendant 
parts  of  its  power,  were  created 
by,  and  ought  of  courfe  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  for  the  benefit  of,  the  peo- 
ple, who  created  and  conferred 
them.  It  was  therefore  to  the  laft 
degree  abfurd,  to  reprefcnt  as  the 
private  rights  or  property  of  an 
individual,  thofe  which  were  grant- 
ed and  held  for  no  other  end  than, 
the  general  good  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  every  right  the  crowa 
enjoyed,  being  a  delegated  right, 
was  confequently  fubjed  to  exami- 

[/J  4  nauon. 
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nation,  corredion,  and  controul. 
It  was  particularly,  of  the  very 
eflence  of  that  houfe,  to  enquire, 
to  regulate,  and  to  controul  ;  and 
whenever  it  was  called  for  properly 
by  the  occafion,  and  that  they 
fufpended,  concealed,  denied,  or 
Tefufed  to  exercife  that  right 
and  duty,  then,  every  objeft  of 
their  meeting  and  deliberation  was 
at  an  end  ;  and  they  were  no  longer 
the  fervants  of  the  public,  or  the 
Teprefentatives  of  the  people  who 
had'fent  them  there. 

The  minifters  were  by  no  means 
difpofed   to  enter    into  any  difcuf- 
fion  of  this    fubjeft  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  connection  between  the 
gentleman  who  had  moved  the  bu- 
flnefs    and  them,  it  was  foon   feen 
that  he  had  afled  totally  indepen- 
dent of  their  opinion    and   liking, 
in  thus  bringing  forward  the  quef- 
tion   of   competence   at  fo   critical 
a  feafon.     For  although  they  high- 
ly   approved  of,    and    openly    ap- 
plauded the  doftrine,  yet  they  did 
iiot  by  any  means  choofe  to  expofe 
a    queftion    of    fuch    importance, 
and  which  might  be  fo  advantage- 
cufly   referved    until  a   proper   op- 
portunity offered,  to  the  rifque   of 
an  irrevocable  decifion,  in  the  pre- 
fent   ftate  of  things  without  doors, 
and    of    temper,    which  that   ftate 
of    things    had    produced,   within. 
Nor    would   the    alternative   of  its 
being   carried    in  their  favour,   (a 
matter,  however,  of   great    doubt) 
be  at  all  more  defirable.     On   the 
contrary,    it  would     have    feemed 
fraught  with   great   danger.       For 
as  the  eflablifhment   by   a  vote  of 
the    incompetence   of    parliament, 
to  fuperintend,  or  interfere,  in  the 
civil    liil     expenditure,    would    a- 
mount  to   a  virtual,   if  not   direft 
reje(^io.n  of  the  general  prayer  of 


the  petitions,  the  poffible  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  meafure,  feem- 
ed of  too  ferious  a  nature,  to  be 
then  thought  of  without  a  paufe. 

They    accordingly     endeavoured 
to  get  rid  of  the  queftion  as  eafily 
as  poffible,  without  at  all  bringing 
it  to  any  decifion.     With  much  ap- 
plaufe     therefore    of   the    dodlrine 
laid  down  in  the  propofition,    and 
many  compliments  to    its   framer, 
they,  however,    declared   their   a- 
verfenefs  to  the  meeting  of  abftradl 
queftions,  and    muft    therefore  op- 
pofe   the  difcharging  the  order   of 
the  day,  and  the  bringing  forward 
of  the  prefent  into  difcuflion.    They 
aiTerted  that  it  could  be  confidered 
in  no  other  light   than  that   of  a 
mere  abftradl    queftion,    which    no 
man  was  bound  to  refolve.     That 
they  never  could  think  of  difcuf- 
fmg  fuch  a  queftion,  unlefs  it  clear- 
ly  arofe  from  the  immediate  bufi- 
nefs    before   the    houfe.     That    no 
perfon  could  fay  that  was  the   cafe 
in  the  prefent  inftance.     The  prin- 
ciple  contained  in  the  propofttion 
militated  clearly  againft  the  prin- 
ciple  on    which  feveral   claufes  of 
the  bill  were  founded ;  the  matter 
of  both    would    come    then   fairly 
and    naturally   before   them,   when 
they  went  into  the  committee,  and 
came  to  confider  the  feveral  claufes. 
Gendemen    then,  who  difapproved 
of  any   claqfe,  would  oppofe  it  on 
fuch  grounds  as  appeared  to  them 
the  moft  fure  and  conclufive  ;  fomo 
on  the  grounds,  that  the  office  pro- 
pofed  to  be  abolifiied  was  not   an 
ufelefs  one  ;  others,  ^;hat  proofs  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  bill 
were  neceft*ary  j    and    a  third   de- 
fcription   perhaps,   that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  ci- 
vil lift  expenditure,  on  any  other 
accGunt,    than    that    of  notorioiu 

abufe. 
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qually  nugatory  and  ridiculous,  to 
go  into  the  committee  on  the  bill, 
until  the  fenie  oF  the  houie  was 
taken  upon  that  qucftion.  It  muft 
be  firft  got  rid  of,  before  any  one 
claufe  in  the  bill  could  be  taken 
into  confideration.  He  could  not 
at  the  fame  time  help  declaring,  that 
if  it  ftiould  be  refolved  and  deter- 
mined, that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  to  interfere,  to  reform,  lo  ar- 
range, and,  if  neceflary,  to  reiume 
the  grants  they  had  made  to  the 
crown  for  public  purpofes  ;  in  ftiort, 
to  fee  to  the  proper  application  of 
the  monies  they  had  granted  ;  there 
w?.s  at  once  an  end  of  the  liberties 
of  this  country.  Give  princes  and 
their  minifters,  faid  he,  the  ex- 
clufive  right  of  difpofing  of  any 
.confiderable  part  of  the  public 
treafures,  and  our  liberties,  from 
that  inftant,  are  gone  for  ever. 

He  denied  that  the  queftion  was 
abftraft,  as  thofe  who  had  a  mind 
to  get  rid  of  it  were  pleafed  to  af- 
fert.  The  propofition,  as  con- 
nected with  the  bill,  was  no  ab- 
llraft  queftion,  becaufe  it  amount- 
ed to  a  direft  and  fpecific  denial  of 
its  principle,  which  was  a  tho- 
rough reforin  in  the  whole  of  the 
civil  lift  expenditure.  There  was 
no  ground  for  the  other  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  people  might  be 
jnifled  by  the  declaration.  How 
mifled  ?  Nothing  could  be  a  more 
clear  rejeftion  of  the  petitions, 
than  the  fuppofition  of  the  princi- 
ple in  queftion,  fairly  propoled  by 
one  gentleman,  and  highly  ap- 
plauded by  thofe  who  would  fain 
poftpdne  it.  The  petitioners  fay, 
that  ufelefs  and  iinecure  places 
ought  to  be  abolifhed  ;  that  exor- 
bitant falaries  and  perquifit^s  ought 
to  be  reduced.  Where  did  thofe 
evils  originate  f  In  tj^e  expendi- 
ture 


abufe.  The  firft  law  ofiicer  of  the 
crown  in  that  houfe,  declared,  that 
he  was  averfe  to  the  difcuflion  of 
the  queftion,  for  he  could  fairly 
aflure  them,  that  if  it  fhould  be 
put,  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
fhould  give  it  a  negative,  or  an 
affirmative. 

The  oppofition  inftantly  per- 
ceived the  dilemma,  in  which  this 
propofition  had  involved  the  mini- 
fters, and  at  once  determined  that 
they  ftiould  not  get  eafily  out  of  it. 
Mr.  Fox  firft  feized  the  occafion, 
and  in  a  fpeech  full  of  fatire  and 
irony,  as  well  as  of  ftrong  fenfe, 
highly  complimented  the  right  ho- 
nourable framer  of  the  propofiition, 
for  the  open,  direft,  and  manly 
language^  which  he  had  held.  He 
had  delivered  his  fentiments  with 
that  firmnefs  and  candour  which 
ib  uniformly  charaClerized  his  con- 
duft  in  that  houfe.  He  thanked 
him  moft  cordially,  for  the  oppor- 
tunity which  it  afibrded  to  both 
parties  to  come  to  an  iflTue.  It 
would  fpare  much  time,  and  fave 
infinite  trouble.  It  militated  di- 
re6Uy  againft  the  bill  on  the  table  ; 
for  certainly,  if  that  houfe  was 
not  competent  to  inquire  into,  or 
controul  the  civil  lift  expenditure, 
the  bill  was  founded  in  the  moft 
glaring  injuftice.  But  while  he 
gave  credit  for  the  direft  open  man- 
ner in  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  declared  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  he  muft  alfo  declare, 
that  it  involved  doftrines  of  a  moft 
alarming  nature  ;  and  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  fubverfive  of 
the  firft  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  He  therefore  fincerely  hoped, 
that  before  the  houfe  proceeded 
further,  they  would  confent  to  let 
in  this  propofition  ;  and  proceed 
IP  difculs  it  J  for  it  would    be  e- 
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tnre  of  the  civil  lift.  Where  was 
the  reform  recommended,  to  ope- 
rate ?  Moft  clearly,  where  the  evil 
cxifled.  But  the  propolition  holds 
that  no  reform  can  there  operate. 
It  was  then  evident,  that  if  the 
propofition  fhould  appear  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
it  would  comprehend,  one  or  other 
of  thcfe  two  anfwers  to  the  peti- 
tions ;  that,  your  petitions  are  ill- 
founded,  and  no  reform  is  necef- 
iary  ;  or,  that  though  they  are  well 
founded,  our  hands  are  To  tied  up, 
that  jve  are  incapable  of  affording 
you  redrefs.  —  He  declared,  that 
if  the  propofition  Ihould  be  agreed 
,  to,  by  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
lie  Ihould  confider  his  toils  and  la- 
bours as  at  an  end ;  and  that  as  his 
prefence  there  could  be  of  no  far- 
ther ufe  or  confequence,  he  never 
again  Ihould  enter  it. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Townlhend, 
General  Conway,  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  other  dillinguifhed  members 
of  oppofition,  took  and  fupported 
nearly  the  fame  ground  ;  diverfi- 
fied  according  to  the  charadler  and 
jgenius  of  tiie  feveral  fpeakers, 

Mr.  Iligby,  who  introduced  the 
bufinefs,  was  alloniflied  at  what  he 
called  the  unaccountable  mifinter- 
pretation  of  words,  or  perverfion 
pf  fenfe,  which  prevailed  on  the 
other  fide,  in  the  interpretation 
which  was  put  upon  his  propofi- 
tion. He  declared  with  energy, 
that  he  would  not  readily  refign 
the  firft  place,  to  any  man,  who' 
Ihould  profefs  to  entertain  a  more 
warm  and  fteady  zeal  for  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  than  himfelf; 
and  that  it  was  with  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  furprize  and  emotion,  he 
heard  fentiments  imputed  to  him, 
tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
conftitution.     He    appealed   to  all 


who  heard  him,  whether  he  had 
uttered  a  fyllabje,  which  the  moft 
fertile  imagination  cculd  fo  inter- 
pret. No  man  revered  the  rights 
of  the  conftitution  more,  or  would 
go  farther  in  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  people,  within  that  houfe, 
where  only,  in  his  opinion,  fo  long 
as  parliament  exifted,  they  could 
be  conftitutionally  defended.  He 
maintained  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  every  branch  of  the  le- 
giflature  ;  but  it  was  in  that  houfe 
only,  that  their  voice  could  be 
fairly  known  and  acknowledged  ; 
and  from  thence  only  it  could  be 
furely  and  fafely  collefted. — He 
flill  adhered  firmly  to  his  original 
opinion,  and  to  the  propolition 
founded  upon  it ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulty  in  which  the 
quelHon  involved  adminiftration, 
fupported  the  oppofition  in  ^ their 
intention  of  bringing  it  to  a  de- 
cifion ;  declaring,  that  as  he  would 
not  be  bullied  out  of  his  propofi- 
tion by  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  fo 
he  was  refolved  not  to  be  flattered 
or  cajoled  out  of  it  by  the  other. 

The  friends  of  adminiftration  en- 
deavoured all  they  cculd  to  foften, 
and  in  fome  meafure  to  explain 
away,  the  apparent  fenfe  and 
meaning,  or  at  leaft  that  in  which 
it  had  been  firfl  undcrftood,  of  the 
propofition.  Nor  did  they  only 
attempt  to  refcue  it  from  the  fenfe 
put  upon  it  by  their  adverfaries  ; 
but  likewife  from  fome  part  of 
that,  which  had  in  the  beginning 
drawn  forth  applaufc  on  their  own 
fide.  They  infifted,  that  it  did 
not  by  any  means  involve  in  it  a 
denial  of  the  right  to  reform  a- 
bufes  J  but  that  it  only  aHerted, 
that  it  would  be  unjuft  to  interfere 
in  the  civil  lift  expenditure,  with- 
out proper  proof  of  abufe,  previ- 
ous 
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©us  to  the  interference.  And  this 
maxim,  they  faid,  was  fupported 
by  the  conltitution  ;  admitting  the 
^■ight  to  exift,  in  the  itrongeft  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  ftated  or 
fuppofed  on  the  other  iide.  But 
as  the  purport  of  the  propofition 
had -already  been  mifconceived  or 
mifreprefented  within  doors,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
be  much  more  mifconceived,  and 
mifreprefented,  out  of  doors.  And 
they  could  not  help  faying  and 
thinking,  that  the  eagernefs  Ihewn 
to  bring  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's proportion  under  difcuf- 
fion,  could  proceed  from  no  other 
motive,  than  that  if  the  houfe 
fhould  agree  to  it,  it  might  fur- 
nilh  grounds  for  fpreading  falfe  ru- 
mours, and  creating  popular  delu- 
fion. 

This  change  of  ground,  pro- 
duced fome  awkward  fituations  and 
circumftances,  which  afforded  room 
for  laughter  and  farcafm  on  the 
other  fide.  As  to  limiting  the  right 
of  controul,  to  the  previous  proof 
of  abufe,  it  was  faid  to  be  ridfcu- 
loas.  How  was  the  abufe  to  be 
difcovered  or  proved,  but  by  exa- 
mination and  enquiry  ?  If  parlia- 
ment was  competent  to  the  correc- 
tion of  an  abufe,  they  mull  be 
competent  to  the  means  of  its  dif- 
covery.  To  talk  of  any  power  of 
controul,  without  that  of  enquiry, 
or  of  enquiry  without  that  of  con- 
troul, was  too  abfurd  to  deferve  an 
anfwer.  The  fuppofed  injuftice 
of  enquiry,  before  the  proof  of 
abufe,  was,  if  pofiible,  more  fo ; 
and  could  be  only  equalled  by  the 
fuppofition;  that  although  a  man 
ought  to  be  punilhed  for  the  com- 
miffion  of  a  crime  ;  yet  it  would 
Ije  unjuft  to  try  him,  until  his 
guilt  was  prove*^. 


The  queftion  now  before  the 
houfe,  and  on  which  both  partie* 
were  to  bring  forward  their  utmol^ 
force,  was,  whether,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  it  Ihould  be 
refolved  into  a  committee  on  Mr. 
Burke's  bill,  or  whether  they 
Ihould  firft  enter  into  a  difcuflioa 
of,  and  decide  upon,  Mr.  Rigby's 
propofition.  The  queftion  being 
put  about  nine  o'clock,  the  refo- 
lution  for  the  order  of  the  day  was 
carried,  by  a  majority  of  fix  only, 
the  numbers  being  205,  to  199, 
This  divifion  was  marked  by  the 
fingular  circumftance,  of  Mr, 
Rigby's  voting  in  the  minority, 
and  in  oppofition  to  all  his  friends 
iu  adminiliration. 

The  firil  claufe  In  the  bill,  and 
confequently  the  firft  queftion .  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  that  for 
aboUfhing  the  office  of  third  fecre- 
tary  of  Ibite,  othervvife  fccrctary 
for  the  colonies ;  which  was  after- 
wards modified  to  the  fimple  de- 
fcription  of  one  of  his  majefty*^ 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

Much  of  the  ground,  which  we 
have  formerly  had  occafion  pretty 
accurately  to  mark  out,  on  the  ap- 
plications of  the  crown  to  parlia- 
ment, for  the  difcharge  of  the  ci- 
vil lift  debts,  and  for  an  addition  of 
revenue  to  that  eftablifiiment,  and 
which  we  have  fince  likewife  feea 
not  unfreqently  trodden  upon  other 
occafipns,  was  now  again  gone 
over  by  both  parties ;  and  its 
principal  pofitions  ftrongly  and 
warmly  difputed.  The  tenure  by 
which  the  crown  held  the  civil  liil 
revenue,  was  again  agitated ;  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  confider- 
ing  it  as  a  life  eftate ;  as  exclufive 
and  private  property.  The  right 
of  parliament  to  interfere  at  all, 
au4  in  any  cafe,  in  its  difpofal  or 
expenditure. 
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expenditure,  was  rather  dq^ubtfully 
fpoken  of  by  the  moll  guarded  and 
tcaiperate,  who  paid  iome  atten- 
tion to  the  tepdernefs  and  difficulty 
of  the  ground  ;  but  others,  parti- 
cularly fo  me  in  high  office,  abfo- 
lutely  denied  it,  without  qualifi- 
cation or  referve.  But  if  the  right 
of  interference  were  admitted,  the 
miniiters  contended,  that  it  mull 
be  in  cafes  of  grofs  abufe,  previ- 
oofly  and  incontrovertibly  proved. 
"When  that  was  once  done,  that 
houfe  was  undoubtedly  competent 
to  point  out  to  the  fovereign,  the 
proper  mode  of  removing  and  cor- 
refting  them  ;  but  that  mode  was 
not  by  paffing  a  law  of  refump- 
tion ;  an  ejctremity,  which  if  at 
all  reforted  to,  it  fhould  only  be  in 
fome  cafe  of  the  Lift  neceffity,  when 
all  other  means  had  been  tried,  and 
had  been  found  inefFeftual. 

But  even  fuppofing  that  it  were 
right  and  fit  for  parliament  to  in- 
terfere upon  motives  of  public  ce- 
conomy,  another  queftion  would 
arife,  whether  the  objeft  to  be  at- 
tained, namely  the  faving  pro- 
pofed,  was  of  that  magnitude  to 
juftify  the  houfe,  not  only  in  an 
innovation,  but  in  the  fuppreffion 
of  an  ufeful  and  neceffary  office. 
For  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
committee,  it  muft  be  deemed  an 
ufeful  and  neceffary  office,  until 
the  contrary  was  clearly  proved. 
They  were  not  to  elHmate  the  of- 
fice that  was  propofed  to  be  abo- 
liflied,  merely  upon  its  own  in- 
trinfic  value ;  but  they  were  like- 
wife  to  confider  wkat  the  measure 
of  abolifhmcnt  led  to.  The  claufe 
before  them,  formed  but  a  part, 
and  a  very  fmall  part  indeed,  of 
the  multifarious  bill  to  which  it 
belonged.  But  if  the  propriety 
of  this  claufe  ftiould  be  eftablilhed. 


the  fame  principle  would  reach  to 
every  other  part  of  the  bill  ;  and 
its  effefts  would  be  extended  to  all 
the  branches  of  the  royal  houQiold, 
and  even  difturb  the  domeftic  ar- 
rangements'within  the  palace. 

But  confidering  the  claufe  mere- 
ly upon  its  own  proper  ground, 
and  fuppofing  the  bill  to  be  formed 
on  the  fentiments  contained  in  the 
petitions,  would  any  gentleman 
venture  to  declare  that  the  of&ce 
was  a  finecure  ;  that  it  was  attend- 
ed with  exorbitant  fees,  perqui- 
fites,  or  emoluments  ;  that  it  was 
a  heavy,  expenfive  eftablifhment ; 
or,  that  it  was  a  fource  of  much 
influence  in  that  houfe  ?  It  per- 
haps would  be  faid,  that  it  was 
ufelefs  and  unneceflary.  If  that 
ground  is  taken,  let  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  bring  for- 
ward their  evidence  ;  let  them  de- 
monftrate  to  the  committee  that  it 
is  fo ;  but  let  not  afTertion  pafs' 
for  proof,  nor  mere  opinion  for 
argument.  It  will  then  be  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  eftablilh  the 
right  as  well  as  the  expediency 
of  interfering,  and  of  refuming 
the  grant  made  to  the  fovereign  on 
his  acceffion  ;  a  grant  which  he 
received  as  an  equivalent  for  that 
ample  revenue,  to  which  he  was 
entitled,  from  the  inftant  of  his 
being  proclaimed  king  of  this 
country ;  and  they  will  ftill  be 
called  upon  to  fhevv,  that  the  re- 
form is  not  only  juft  and  neceffary, 
but  that  the  mode  propofed,  is  the 
only  one,  or  the  beft,  which  could 
poffibly  be  carried  into  execution. 

They  expeded,  they  faid,  to 
hear  it  obferved,  that  the  abolilh- 
ing  of  the  office  in  queftion  would 
be  no  innovation,  as  it  was  only  of 
modern  date,  and  of  a  few  years 
Itanding ;     but  to  provide  againft 
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this    they    ftated,    that   there   had 
been  a  third  fecretary  of  ftate,  fo 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward   the 
Vlth.    and    that   evefn  in  the  late 
reign,  (which  it   was  now  become 
fo    much    the    fafhion    invidioufly 
to   hold  out    as    the  objedl  of    all 
praife,  and  as  the  pureft  model  of 
all    public    and    political    virtue) 
that  office  had  fubfifted  for  feveral 
years ;  fo  that,  in  faft,  it  was  not 
a  new  office,  but  an  old  one,  re- 
cently revived.      Bat   independent 
of  that,  whether  the  office  was  old 
or  new,  there  was  an  objedion  of 
much  greater  weight   to  the   pro- 
pofed  claufe  ;    for  if  it  was  carried, 
it  would  give  rife  to  a  mod  alarm- 
ing  and   dangerous   precedent ;    it 
would  eftablilh  it  as  a  maxim,  that 
the  legiflature  were  the  only  pro- 
per jadges  of  the  detailed  exercife 
of  the  executive  power.     A  prin- 
ciple which  would  affeft  every  efta- 
blifliment  already  made,  or  which 
might  be  hereafter  made  ;  and  at 
the    fame    time,    that    it    divefted 
the    crown    of    one    of   its    moft 
valuable    rights   and  prerogatives, 
would    difable  it  from   difcharging 
the  duties  veiled  in  it   by  the  con- 
ftitution,  by  taking  away  the  right 
and    exercife    of  judgment,    with 
refpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
could    moft    faithfully  and  effedu- 
ally  difcharge  thoie  duties. 

The  mover  of  the  bill,  and 
thofe  who  fupported  him,  in  an- 
ivver  to  what  had  been  advanced, 
of  the  impropniety  and  injuftice  of 
interference  or  punifhment,  with- 
out previous  proof  ot  the  abufe, 
drew  a  line  of  diftindtion  between 
the  judicial  and  legiflative  capacity 
of  parliament.  In  the  former, 
they  were  undoubtedly  to  proceed, 
in  all  cafes,  upon  legal  evidence. 
In  the  latter,  they  were  totally  dif- 


charged  from  that  attention.  They 
were  then  in  the  exercife  of  judg- 
ment, upon  the  general  view  and 
Itate  of  public  affairs  ;  and  they 
not  only  had  a  right,  but  it  was 
their  duty,  to  frame  fuch  regula- 
tions as  they  judged  neceffary, 
with  refpeft  to  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  whether  with 
regard  to  ;he  prefent  fecurity,  or 
to  the  future  prefervation  of  the 
conftitution.  It  was  even  a  jefl:  to 
fuppofe  that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  of  interference  and  controul, 
with  refpeft  to  that  moft  facred  of 
all  things,  private  property,  whea 
it  concerned  the  public  benefit,  or 
even  convenience.  Was  there  a 
week  during  their  fitting  in  whick 
this  right  was  not  exercifed  ?  Was 
there  a  turnpike  bill,  a  ftreet  bill, 
an  inland  navigation,  or  a  private 
road  bill,  in  which  this  inter- 
ference and  controul  were  not  pre- 
dominant ?  or  in  \vhich  private 
right,  pleafure,  or  convenience, 
was  not  obliged  to  give  way  to 
public  ufe  } 

But  they  reprobated,  in  terms  of 
unulual  indignation,  that  doftrioe 
held  out,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
and  in  the  face  of  a  Eritilh  par- 
liament, that  the  cwil  lift  revenue, 
(in  which  all  the  purpofes  of  the 
politics,  law,  order,  and  good 
ceconomy,  of  the  ftate  are  in- 
volved) was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
perfonal  eftate,  and  as  mere  pri- 
vate property,  whilft  parliament 
was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  fa- 
peri  ntendence  and  controul  of  the 
expenditure.  This  dottrine,  faid 
Mr.  Burke,  is  not  even  toryifm. 
It  is  the  abftradl  principle  of  Ja- 
cob itifm  itfelf.  The  tory  fcheme 
indeed  holds  monarchy  high,  not 
only  as  the  perfedion  of  govern- 
ment, but  as  the  fole  mode  of  it 
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which  can  poffibly  be  good ;  and 
therefore  it  prefers  the  very  de- 
Ipotifm  and  tyranny  of  kings,  to 
any  plan,  or  any  adminiftration  of 
a  commonwealth.  But  this  doc- 
trine, grofly  erroneous  as  it  is, 
fiill  proceeds  upon  principles  of 
government,  and  on  grounds  of 
public  good.  But  jacobitifm,  fup- 
pofes  the  adminiftration  of  the 
fiate  a  matter  of  private  property, 
to  be  held  and  tranfmitted  as  an 
inheritance ;  and  the  unhappy  ad- 
iercnts  to  that  caufe,  always  ar- 
gued it  as  a  defcent  of  an  eftate, 
according  to  the  rules  and  maxims 
of  private  jurifprudence.  But  if 
this  principle  of  jacobitifm  be  ab- 
furd  with  regard  to  government 
itfelf,  it  muft  be  equally  abfurd 
with  regard  to  any  revenue  pof- 
fcffed  by  government.  Corredly 
fpeaking,  government  as  fuch,  can 
lave  no  property.  The  whole  is 
a  truft.  But  the  property  of  the 
fubjeft  is  no  truft.  It  is  that,  for 
the  fecurity  of  which,  trulls  were 
made ;  and  this  truft  of  govern- 
ment, and  all  its  revenue,  among 
tfle  reft.  Property  was  not  made 
by  government,  but  government 
by  and  for  it.  The  one  is  pri- 
mary and  felf-exiftent ;  the  other 
is  fecondary  and  derivative.  He 
contended  therefore,  that  all  fuch 
eftates  being  trufts,  it  makes  very 
little  difterence,  whether  they  are 
for  years,  or  life,  or  hereditary. 
It  alters  their  tenure,  but  not  their 
nature.  They  are  all  objefls  of 
public  cognizance,  whenever  they 
become  abufive  or  inconvenient 
enough  to  call  for  infpeftion  and 
reformation. 

And  ftiall  the  fervant,  the  crea- 
ture of  the  people,  faid  they,  be 
reprefented  by  treafonable  fubjeds. 


by  falfe  and  pretended  friends,  Ai 
claiming  an  inherent,  felf-created 
original,  and  a  divine  right,  in  the 
voluntary  grants  of  that  people  for 
whofe  good  he  received  it,  and  for 
whofe  good  it  may  be  refumed  f 
This  is  the  higheft  pinnacle  of 
defpotifm  ;  nor  can  it  ever  rife 
higher.  It  is  eftabliftiing  that 
odious  and  deteftable  principle, 
which  experience  has  already  Ihewn 
to  be  totally  fubvcrfive  of  all  that 
is  generous,  liberal,  great,  noble, 
or  excellent,  in  the  human  nature 
and  character,  namely,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  made  for  kings,  inftead  of 
their  being  made  for  the  people. 

The  oppofition  were  exceedingly 
vehement,  and  feemed  to  bear  every 
thing  before  them,  on  this  ground. 
Indeed,  almoft  all  the  eloquence, 
powers  of  argument,  and  force  of 
language,  on  that  fide  of  the 
houfe,  were  particularly  directed 
to  it.  The  boldeft  of  the  minifte- 
rial  phalanx,  they  faid,  had  (hrunk 
back,  and  were  afraid  to  meet  the 
queftion,  when  every  endeavour 
was  ufed  to  bring  it  fairly  and 
nakedly  into  difcuffion ;  and  yet 
they  now  venture  covertly  to  adopt 
and  fupport  the.  principle.  Mr.  Fox 
exclaimed,  with  his  ufual  fervor 
and  animation.  Good  God  !  had  he 
been  afleep  ?  how  had  he  been  loft 
to  himfelf?  to  what  little  purpofe 
had  his  education,  his  knowledge, 
and  his  experience,  been  attained, 
if  it  was  a  doftrine  eftabliftied  in 
that  houfe,  that  the  king  was  to 
be  uncontrouled  in  his  civil  lift. 
Did  men  know  what  they  were 
afferting,  when  they  held  fuch  lan- 
guage ?  Were  they  fo  blind  as 
really  to  fee  no  danger  in  it  ? 
Were  they  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  to- 
tally loft  to  the  will  of  others,  as 
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to  maintain  a  do^rine  which  went 
to  the  diffolution  of  the  compaft 
between  the  king  and  the  people  ? 
Did  not  the  very  nature  of  the 
triift  delegated  to  the  fovereign, 
render  his  accounts  fubjeft  to  the 
infpedion  of  parliament  ?  Had 
not  fuch  infpeftion  been  the  uni- 
form praftice  of  parliament  ?  How- 
fared  it  with  James  the  Second? 
Was  npt  that  unhappy  king,  who 
preferred  a  wretched  penfion  from 
the  crown  of  France,  to  the  go- 
/vernment  of  a  great  empire  ac- 
cording to  its  laws  and  conftitu- 
tion,  deprived  of  his  whole  reve- 
nue by  parliament  ? 

The  oppofition  further  urged, 
that  the  hiflorical  fads  ftated  on 
the  other  fide,  to  fhew  that  an 
office  fimilar  to  that  now  in  queftion 
had  formerly  exifted,  was  nothing 
more,  they  faid,  to  the  purpofe, 
than  the  bringing  of  proofs  which 
were  not  intended,  that  the  ufe- 
leffnefs  of  the  office  being  difco- 
vered  upon  trial,  it  was  therefore 
difcontinued.  It  would  be  a  mat- 
ter of  little  confequence  now,  that 
a  dozen  fecretaries  had  been  em- 
ployed through  the  folly  or  caprice 
of  any  of  our  ancient  princes ; 
if  that  fort  of  argument  went  to 
any  thing,  it  would  be  to  the 
revival  of  all  the  ufelefs  and  dan- 
gerous offices,  which  the  wifdom 
of  paft  kings,  or  the  integrity  of 
former  parliaments,  had  been  ap- 
plied to  abolifti.  The  point  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  merely 
the  queftion  of  utility,  or  inutility, 
with  refpeft  to  that  office.  It 
would  be  fufficient  to  obferve  on 
that  fubjeft,  that  this  country  had 
raifed  itfelf  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
power  and  national  glory,  and  that 
her  colonies  had  rifen  to  a  degree 
of  wealth,  power,  and  population. 


unknown  in  the  hiflory  of  any 
other  mother  country  under  the 
fun,  when  we  employed  no  more 
than  t.vo  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  and 
that  every  feature  /  in  that  pic- 
ture of  complete  human  feli- 
city was  inftantly  reverfed  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  third. 
Through  that  appointment,  wc 
not  only  loft  thofe  very  colonies, 
but  they  were  converted  into  our 
bitter  enemies  ;  along  with  the  lois 
of  oar  colonies  and  commerce,  we 
had  fuffered  fuch  degrees  of  diC- 
grace  and  degradation,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  as  this  country 
never  before  experienced;  and 
through  the  fame  caufe,  we  were 
plunged  in  the  prefent  conteft  witfe 
our  powerful  and  hereditary  ene» 
mies,  which  tended  to  our  in- 
evitable ryin.  Was  any  thing 
more  neceffary  to  ihevt^,  that  this 
office  was  at  leaft  totally  ufelefs  j 
and  that'  jf  not  originally  mif- 
chievous  in  its  nature,  it  had  how- 
ever proved  fatally  ruinous  in  its 
efFeft? 

They  concluded  by  obferving", 
that  it  would  appear  to  a  ftranger, 
from  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
friends  of  adminiftration,  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  deprive  the 
king  of  the  money  allotted  for  his 
privy  purfe,  or  to  curtail  the 
means  of  his  perfonal  pleafures, 
amufements,  or  fatisfadion.  Could 
any  perfon  be  fo  blind  as  not  to 
fee,  or  any  member  of  that  houfe 
fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that 
the  objects  were  totally  different? 
That  the  propofed  reform  went  to 
that  great  part  of  the  civil  lift  efta- 
blifhment,  which  being  dedicated 
to  public,  purpofes,  was  confc- 
quentiy  liable  to  public  reform  ; 
and  in  which  the  Sovereign  a6ling 
only    as    truiiee    for    the    people, 

could 
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could  have  no  other  perfonal  inte- 
reft,  than  that  which  was  fo  con- 
ilantly  denied,  of  fupporting  an 
undue  and  corrupt  influence.  But 
at  any  rate,  that  revenue,  like  all 
others,  muft  be  affefted  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  and  pro- 
portioned to  the  ability  of  the 
public,  by  which  it  was  granted 
and  paid.  It  would  be  too  ridi- 
culous to  fuppofe  othervvife.  At 
the  acceflion  of  his  majefty,  when 
a  large  revenue  was  granted  to  him 
for  life,  the  nation  was  great, 
flourifhing,  and  glorious  beyond 
example.  The  liberality  of  the 
grant,  was  fuited  to  the  felicity  of 
the  time.  The  fmalleft  notice  was 
not  then  given,  of  the  fatal  de- 
figns  which  were  in  embrio,  or  of 
the  ruinous  meafures  that  were  to 
be  purfued.  It  was  fo  impoffible 
to  have  forefeen  the  fubfequent 
public  lofTes  and  calamities  of  his 
reign,  that  they  could  not  have 
been  conceived  even  in  thought. 
The  lofs  of  America,  and  of  our 
Weft  India  iflands,  was  never  fug- 
gefted,  even  in  a  dream,  to  the 
vvildeft  vifionary.  That  great  re- 
venue muft  partake  of  the  nature 
of  all  human  eftablifhments.  The 
fuperftrudure  can  have  no  greater 
ftability,  than  the  foundatien  on 
which  it  was  raifed.  Even  fup- 
pofing,  what  can  never  be  admit- 
ted, that  the  granters  had  no 
power  of  revocation  or  recal,  ftill 
the  revenue  muft  depend  upon 
their  ability  to  pay  it.  To  fup- 
pofe that  the  eftablifhments  of  the 
fovereign  would  not  be  aifefted  by 
the  public  diftreffes  and  calamities, 
by  the  lofs  of  dominion,  and  the 
fubtradlion  of  wealth  and  power 
fr6m  the  ftate,  was  fuch  an  abfur- 
dity  as  not  to  deferve  anfwer  or 
notice.     It  was  fcarcely  lefs  than 


treafon  to  royalty,  even  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fovereign  would  not  wil- 
lingly participate  in  the  evil,  as 
well  as  in  the  good  fortune  of  his 
people.  Was  it  pofTible  that  thofe 
lycophants,  thofe  falfe  pretended 
friends,  who  held  out  that  doc- 
trine, and  would  reprefent  the 
king  as  not  wiftiing  to  lighten  the 
burthens,  or  relieve  the  diftrefTes 
of  his  fubjedls,  were  ignorant  of 
the  incurable  wound  which  they 
would  thereby  inflift  on  the  royal 
name  and  charafter  ? 

At  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  committee  di- 
vided, when  the  office  of  third  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  was  preferved  by 
a  majority  of  feven  only ;  the 
numbers  being  201,  in  fupport  of 
the  claufe  of  reform,  to  208,  by 
whom  it  was  oppofed.  Such  was 
the  iflue,  of  one  of  the  longeft  and 
hardeft  fought  days,  that  perhaps 
ever  was  known  in  an  Englifti 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  nor  was  the 
labour  greater  than  the  ability, 
or  than  the  parliamentary  flcill  and 
generalftiip  difplayed  on  both  fides. 
The  minifters  finding  the  torrent 
ftrong  againft  them  within  and 
without  doors,  rather  oppofed  their 
adverfaries  indirectly,  and  with  ef- 
forts to  gain  time,  than  with  many 
arguments  to  the  abftradl  ftate  of 
the  queftion ;  and  in  this  point 
they  ftiewed  great  patience  and 
dexterity.  They  even  took  advan- 
tage from  their  prefent  weaknefs. 
The  low  ftate  of  the  minifter's  ma- 
jorities, was  brought  as  an  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  -the  influence 
of  the  crown  was  not  increafed ; 
and  one  gentleman  in  office  threw 
out,  that  if  tlie  noble  lord  was 
not  better  fupported,  it  would  be 
in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  any 
longer  to  carry  on  the  public 
bufinefs. 
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bufinefs.  On  the  other  Ude,  the 
prefent  ftate  of  divifions  was  attri- 
buted to  the  temper  and  fenfe  of  the 
people  without  doors ;  and  they  uni- 
verfally  and  heartily  fubfcribed  to 
the  latter  proportion. 

The  abolition  of  the   board  of 
trade,  was  the  next  claufe  of  Mr. 

•^/f  1.  *u  Burke's  bill  which 
March  inh.  ,      . 

•'         came  under  the  con- 

fideration  of  the  committee.  The 
great  objeft  of  debate  was,  on  one 
fide  to  fhew  its  utility,  and  on  the 
other,  to  prove  it  totally  inefficient, 
ufelefs,  and  when  at  any  time  ac- 
tive, either  mifchievous  or  ridicu- 
lous, but  of  late  dwindled  into  a 
mere  ftnecure  office,  which  anfwer- 
ed  no  other  purpofe  whatever,  than 
that  of  providing  eight  members 
for  that  houfe,  and  fecuring  their 
votes  and  fervices  to  the  minifter, 
at  an  income  or  penfion  of  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  each.  The  firft 
ground  was  taken  up  very  much 
at  large,  with  a  very  laborious  de- 
tail, and  great  knowledge  of  the 
hillory  of  the  office,  by  a  gentle- 
man who  fat  at  that  board.  The 
oppofite  ground  was  taken  by  the 
framer  of  the  bill  ;  who  befides 
fupporting  it  with  his  ufual  ftrength 
of  argument,  threw  out  fuch  an  in- 
finity of  wit,  fatire,  and  ridicule 
upon  the  fubjeft,  as  to  excite  a  very 
unufual  degree  of  pleafantry  in  the 
houfe.  The  main  line  of  his  ar- 
gument was  to  ftiew,  that  when  the 
Dufinefs  of  trade  and  plantations 
had  been  managed  by  a  committee 
of  council  without  falaries,  it  had 
been  attended  by  perfons  of  greater 
rank,  weight,  and  ability,  and  that 
bufmefs  of  far  more  difficulty  and 
delicacy  was  better  difpatched,  and 
with  more  expedition  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  than  fince  the  appointment 
Vol.  XXIII. 


of  the  board  of  trade ;  and  this 
pofition  he  fupported  with  com- 
parifons  of  affairs,  times,  anecdotes 
of  perfons,  and  with  references  to 
the  council  books,  which  gave  great 
livelinefs  and  intereft  to  this  de- 
bate. 

The  quefHon  wai  not  called,  un- 
til a  quarter  pafl  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  ;  when  the  claufe  for  abo- 
lifhing  the  board  of  trade  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  by  a  majo- 
rity of  eight;  the  numbers  being, 
in  fupport  of  the  queftion  207, 
to  199  who  voted  for  the  fup- 
port and  continuance  of  the  efta- 
blifhment. 

Such  was  the  fir  ft  of  the  great 
defeats  received  by  adminiitration, 
and  which  fo  much  diftinguifhed 
the  prefent  feffion  from  all  others  of 
late  years.  A  defeat  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, as  would  in  any  other  period 
have  proved  fatal  to  any  admini- 
flration.  Some  members  of  the 
oppofition,  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
the  lords  of  trade  to  withdraw  be- 
fore the  divifion  ;  on  the  ground  of 
indecency,  in  their  voting  on  a  quef- 
tion in  which  they  were  fo  imme- 
diately and  perfonally  concerned. 
If  this  had  been  agreed  to,  it  would 
have  about  doubled  their  majority. 
But  the  queftion  was  too  trying, 
and  the  feafon  too  critical,  to  make 
fuch  a  facrifice  to  delicacy  or  punc- 
tilio ;  and  the  conduft  of  the  Ame- 
rican fecretary,  on  the  late  divifion 
in  his  own  cafe,  was  a  fufficient  pre- 
cedent for  the  prefent,  to  keep  the 
refufal  in  countenance. 

It  was  in  this  debate  firft  difco- 
vered,  or  at  leaft  firft  publicly  known, 
that  the  fpeaker,  and  adminiflra- 
tion,  were  not  upon  good  terms. 
Mr.  Fox  having  called  on  the  fpeak- 
er, for  his  private  opiaion  as   a 

[K]  >  member. 
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member,  and  his  profeffional  as  a 
great  lawyer,  on  the  queftion  of 
competency  in  parliament  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  controul  of  the  civil 
'lift  revenue.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
after  ftating  feveral  caufes  which 
rendered  him  extremely  averfe  to 
the  giving  of  any  opinion  in  that 
houfe,  except  in  his  official  capa- 
city, likewiie  obferved,  that  a  pri- 
vate opinion  which  he  had  for- 
merly given  on  a  great  law  quef- 
tion in  that  houfe,  and  which  he 
thought  himfelf  profeflionally  called 
upon  to  give,  (fuppofed  to  allude 
to  a  claufe  in  the  royal  marriage 
bill)  as  well  as  in  compliance  with 
the  apparent  defire,  and  feeming 
wiih  of  the  houfe,  not  only  fub- 
jefted  him  to  a  mifinterpretation 
of  his  condudl,  but  he  had  alfo  the 
misfortune  to  find,  had  given  great 
offence  in  a  quarter,  where  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  or  wiih  to  give 
any. 

He  afterwards  obferved,  that  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs,  had 
long  withdrawn  all  friendfhip  and 
confidence  from  him.  That  from 
the  time  of  his  reporting  the  fenfe 
of  that  houfe  at  the  bar  of  the 
other,  on  occalion  of  prefenting  the 
money  bUIs,  for  the  dil  charge  of 
the  civil  lift  debts,  and  the  increafe 
of  its  revenue,  all  appearances  even 
of  friendftiip,  confidence,  and  good 
fvill,  had  ceafed  on  the  fide  of  the 
noble  lord.  He  was  ftill  at  a  lofs 
even  to  guefs,  what  juft  caufe  of 
offence  he  had  then  given.  What 
he  had  done  upon  that  occafion 
was,  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment, 
only  in  difcharge  of  his  duty.  If 
he  had  a&ed  wrong,  it  arofe  from 
error,  not  from  delign ;  and  what- 
ever others  might  think  of  his  con^ 
dult^  hs  h«d  the  fatisfa^lion,  of  its 


having  been  unanimcufly  approv- 
ed of  by  that  houfe. — He  hinted 
at  injury  in  a  recent  tranfaftion, 
from  which  the  minifter  and  he 
muft  from  thenceforward  ftand 
upon  the  moft  inequivocal  terms. 
He  declared  that  he  was  not  a 
friend  to  the  noble  lord,  and  that 
he  had  repeated  and  convincing 
proofs,  that  the  noble  lord  was  not 
his  friend.  The  time  was  not  yet 
arrived,  he  faid,  when  it  would  be 
proper  to  make  the  circumftances 
of  the  tranfaftion  public.  But  if 
the  noble  lord  did  not  do  him  juf- 
tice,  he  would  ftate  the  particulars 
to  the  houfe ;  and  he  would  fubmit 
to  them,  how  far  he  was  bound  to 
remain  in  a  fituation,  where  a  per- 
formance of  the  duties  annexed  to 
it,  fubjefted  him  to  grofs  and  fla- 
grant injury. 

The  minifter  equally  pleaded  ig- 
norance and  innocence,  accompa- 
nied with  no  fmall  degree  of  fur- 
prize  at  the  charge.  Enquiry,  ex- 
planation, and  talking  the  fubjedl 
over,  inftead  of  mollifying  matters, 
only  ferved  to  blow  them  up  to  a 
flame;  and  at  length  induced  the 
fpeaker  to  depart  from  his  preced- 
ing avowed  intention,  of  referving 
for  future  contingencies,  his  difclo- 
fure  of  the  caufe  of  complaint. 

He  accordingly  ftated,  that  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  fpeaker,  he 
had  been  ftrongly  folicited  by  the 
then  minifler  (Duke  of  Grafton) 
to  accept  of  his  prefent  honourable 
fituation,  before  he  could  bring  ^ 
himfelf  to  a  compliance.  That  be* 
fides  his  fenfe  of  the  great  weight 
of  the  important  duties  which  he 
was  to  difcharge  in  his  prefent  of- 
fice, there  were  other  very  cogent 
motives  which  operated  to  this  re-^ 
lu^nce.  It  could  neither  be  deem- 
ed 
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ed  arrogance  or  vanity  in  him  to 
fay,  when  his  charafter  at  the  bar, 
his  ftanding,  and  his  general  pre- 
tenltons  were  confidered,  that  he 
was  then  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
fellion  as  a  common  lawyer.  The 
honours  of  his  profeffion  were  ac- 
cordingly open  to  him ;  and  he 
was  determined  not  to  relinquifh 
his  claim  to  thefe  upon  any  account 
whatever.  The  nobleman  then  at 
the  head  of  adminiftration  wifhed 
to  remove  this  objedilion  ;  and  pre- 
vailed on  a  gentleman,  then  pre- 
fent,  and  in  high  office,  to  nego- 
ciate  the  bufmefs.  The  terms 
concluded  upon  were,  that  until 
he  could  be  provided  for  in  the 
way  of  his  profeffion,  (that  fti- 
pulation  taking  place  of  all  others, 
and  confequently,  that  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered,  the  way 
fhould  be  kept  open  for  his  return 
to  Weftminiter  Hall)  he  ftiould 
hold  the  fmecure  office  of  lord 
chief  juftice  in  Eyre,  which  he 
now  poffefTed,  as  an  equivalent, 
and  compcnfation,  for  the  advan- 
tages he  had  given  up,  and  the 
duties  which  he  was  to  under- 
take. 

But  notwithftanding  this  com- 
pact, he  had  lately  diicovered,  to 
his  infinite  furprize,  that  a  nego- 
ciation  was  in  train,  between  the 
noble  minifter  then  prcfent,  and  the 
chief  judge  of  one  of  the  courts, 
by  which  the  latter  was  to  retire 
on  a  penfion,  for  th::;  purpofe  of 
appointing  another  pcrfon  (a  law 
officer  then  likewife  prefent)  to 
fupply  his  place,  and  to  the  utter 
fubverfion  of  his  ov/n  claim.  He 
fcarcely  complained  lefs  of  the 
condudt  and  behaviour  of  the  mi- 
niiter,  upon  his  perfonal  applica- 
tion to  him  on  the  fubjed,  than 


he  did  of  the  fuppofed  injury  of 
the  tranfadion.  He  affured  the 
committee,  that  he  never  meant  to 
challenge  their  attention,  upon  any 
fubjeft  merely  perfonal  to  himfelf ; 
but  thinking  at  all  times,  that  no- 
thing fhould  be  kept  more  pure 
and  unpolluted,  than  the  fountains 
of  juftice,  he  could  not  but  feel 
when  any  meafure  was  adopted, 
under  whatever  pretext,  that  might 
afibrd  even  colour  for  a  fufpicion 
of  their  being  corrupted ;  or  that 
any  improper  means  were  reforted 
to,  for  rendering  the  courts  of 
juilice  fubfervient  to  party,  and 
to  faftious  views  ;  he  therefore 
thought  it  a  duty  highly  incum- 
bent upon  him,  to  take  notice  of 
the  prefent  tranfaftion.  He  con- 
cluded by  afferting,  that  money 
had  been  propofed  to  be  given 
and  received,  to  bring  about  the 
arrangement  he  had  mentioned  ; 
and  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houfe, 
that  at  a  proper  time,  he  would  un- 
dertake to  prove  it  to  their  fatisfac» 
tion. 

The  gentleman  in  office,  who 
had  been  alluded  to  by  the  fpeak- 
er,  with  refpeft  to  the  original 
tranladtion,  acknowledged,  that  he 
had  been  prevailed  uppn  by  thft 
noble  duke,  then  at  the  head  pf 
public  affairs,  to  deliver  the  mef- 
fage  in  queftion ;  and  that  the  par- 
ticulars appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  now  fairly  flated ;  but  as  far 
as  he  could  charge  his  memory  a^ 
this  diftance  of  tir^  ,  he  had  ne- 
ver underftood,  that  any  of  thofc? 
particulars  came  regularly  or  prp- 
perly  to  the  knowledge  of  the  noble . 
lord  now  at  the  head  of  adminiftra- 
tion. 

The  minifter  declared,  that  he 
did  not  logk  tipon  himfelf  rifpon- 

[K]  2  fible 
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iible  for  any  promife  which  might 
have  been  made  by  his  predeceffors 
in  office.  He  did  not  queftion  the 
account  given  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  of  the  confidera- 
'tions  on  which  he  had  accepted  of 
the  chair  in  that  houfe  ;  but  he 
could  fairly  anfwer,  that  he  nei- 
ther knew  of  the  tranfaftion  at  the 
time,  nor  looked  upon  himfelf  as 
bound,  when  he  did  come  into  of- 
fice, by  any  fuch  promife.  With 
refpeft  to  the  fpeaker's  affertion, 
of  a  negociation,  fuch  as  he  had 
defcribed,  being  on  foot,  and  of 
money  being  propofed  to  be  given 
and  received,  he  mufl  difTent  to- 
tally from  it  as  to  the  point  of  fadl. 
He  aflured  him,  that  he  had  been 

frofly  mifmformed  ;  and  as  he  was 
imfelf  accufed  of  being  one  of  the 
afting  parties,  he  was  entitled  to 
fay,  that  no  fuch  negociation  was 
on  foot,  as  that  which  had  been 
Hated. 

This   brought  out   much  warm 

"altercation,  which  run  into  affer- 
tion and  direft  contradidion,  be- 
tween the  fpeaker  and  the  mini- 
ller ;  and  which  gave  rife  to  fuch 
a  fcene,  and  with  fuch  perfon- 
ages,  as  never  had  been  exhibited 
there  at  any  former  time.  The 
firft  law  officer  of  the  crown  in 
that  houfe,  who  had  been  alluded 
to  as  a  principal  party  in  the  ne- 
gociation, difclaimed  the  imputa- 
tion with  great  fpirit ;  and  in  a 
fpeech  frauglit  with  his  ufual  {harp 
and  pointed  eloquence,  threw  out 
no  fmall  fliare  of  feverity,  in  a  pe- 
culiar ftraih  of  farcafm,  and  ironical 
falire,  upon  the  complaint  and  con- 

.  du61  of  the  fpeaker. 

Although  this'  affair  made  a 
confiderable  noife  at  the  time, 
yet  it  foon  died  away;  and  pro- 


duced no  other  effe£l,  than  that 
of  affording  a  new  ground  of  ar- 
gument to  the  oppofition,  that 
the  alarming  influence  which  they 
charged  to  the  crown,  had  not 
only  pervaded,  but  difturbed  the 
due  order  and  oeconomy,  of  every 
department,  of  whatever  nature, 
in  the  ftate.  In  the  mean  time, 
that  law  arrangement,  which  was 
now  charged  to  a  fuppofed  nego- 
ciation, not  found,  or  admitted  to 
exift,  took  place  not  long  after  in 
the  fame  degree  and  effeft,  which 
the  completion  of  fuch  a  negocia- 
tion could  have  been  expected  to 
produce. 

We  have  lately  feen  the  fevere 
ftriftures  that  were  paffed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  FuUarton,  to  the 
ranlc  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army,  and  to  the  command  of  an 
intended  new  regiment.  Some 
terms  and  expreffions  which  were 
ufed  on  that  occafion,  having  given 
great  offence  to  the  gentleman  in 
queftion,  he  thought  proper  to  call 
the  fubjeft  up  in  his  place,  as  a 
member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, before  he  entered  upon  mea- 
fures  of  a  more  fummary  and  deci^ 
five  nature  for  the  obtaining  of  fa- 
tisfadion. 

He  accordingly  took  no-  , 

tice  in  that  Houfe,  that 
his  charadler,  and  his  conduft  in 
offering  to  raife  a  regiment,  had 
been  reflefled  upon  by  a  noble 
earl  in  the  other ;  a  matter  which 
had  given  him  the  greater  uneafi- 
nefs,  as  he  was  puzzled  how  to 
aft,  in  order  to  wipe  away  the 
imputation.  He  rofe  therefore  to 
explain  the  motives  of  his  con- 
dud,  and  befpoke  the  patience  of 
the  houfe,  as  he  felt  his  honour 
5  wounded. 
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wounded,  and  had  ardently  vvllhed 
for  an  opportunity  of  removing  the 
bad  impreflions  of  his  conduct,  to 
which  the  place  where  the  reflec- 
tions were  thrown  out,  was  likely 
to  give  occafion.  That  the  reflec- 
tions, as  he  underftood,  were  ex- 
tremely grofs ;  the  noble  earl,  term- 
ing him  a  clerk,  and  in  the  moft 
contemptuous  manner  remarking, 
that  a  clerk  ought  not  to  be  trufted 
with  a  regiment ;  at  the  fame  time 
adding  to  that  remark,  other  infl- 
nuations,  as  falfe  as  they  were  illi- 
beral. 

He  then  proceeded  in  a  ftile  of 
perfonal  invedtive  againll  a  noble 
earl  by  name,  which  called  up  Mr. 
Fox  to  order,  who  exclaimed  a- 
gainft  the  unparliamentary  conduft, 
of  thus  ftating  what  was  faid  in  the 
other  houfe,  and  of  thus  mention- 
ing peers  by  name,  in  ihat ;  a  prac- 
tice, not  to  be  endured,  and  con- 
trary to  every  rule  of  parliament. 
After  ftating  the  impoflibility  of 
their  knowing,  whether  the  words 
alluded  to  were  really  fpoken,  he 
proceeded  to  argue  the  improprie- 
ty, of  confldering  what  was  faid  in 
debate  as  a  private  and  perfonal 
attack.  On  that  ground,  he  muft 
once  for  all  declare,  that  if  fuch  a 
cuftom  prevailed,  the  freedom  of 
debate  muft  ceafe  ;  and  he  con- 
tended, that  the  moft  effential  of 
all  the  rights  of  parliament  would 
be  loft,  if  it  were  once  admitted  as 
a  principle,  that  a  perfonal  aftront 
was  intended  to  gentlemen,  when- 
ever their  names  and  public  condudl 
>yere  mentioned  in  debate. 

The  minifter,  (who  h^d  him- 
felf  fmarted,  particularly  during 
the  prefent  feflion,  under  the  fe^. 
verities  of  the  noble  earl,  whofe 
tiame  was  now  in  queftion)  admit- 


ted, that  it  was  certainly  wrong, 
in  either  houfe,  to  introduce  the 
name  of  any  member  of  the  other. 
There  were  fome  occafions,  how- 
ever, which  would  juftify  it,  and  he 
thought  the  prefent  cafe  one  of 
them.  After  high  compliments 
and  praife  to  Mr.  Fullarton,  and 
infmuating,  that  he  had  gained 
great  honour  by  the  fpirit  with, 
which  he  had  felt  and  refented  the 
injury,  even  fuppofmg  that  he  had 
erred  in  the  means  of  juftification  ; 
he,  however,  recommended  to  him, 
to  treat  all  perfonal  attacks  with 
indifference  and  contempt.  To 
give  efiicacy  to  this  advice  by  ex- 
ample, he  informed  the  gentle- 
man in  a  friendly  manner,  ,of  his 
own  condudl  in  fuch  fituations. 
Noble  lords  in  another  place,  he 
faid,  were  very  apt  to  be  perfonal, 
and  they  very  often  made  free 
with  himfelf.  Among  other  names, 
one  of  them  had  lately  called  him 
a  thing.  The  appellation,  how- 
ever contemptuoully  meant,  was 
certainly  truly  applied;  for  he  un- 
doubtedly was  a  thing.  But  the 
noble  lord  had  put  an  addition  to 
it ;  he  faid  he  was  a  thing  called  a 
minijler.  A  moment's  confldera- 
tion  convinced  him  that  this  ought 
not  to  be  regarded  as  an  affront, 
becaufe  a  moment's  confideratioa 
reminded  him,  that  the  noble  lord 
who  had  dubbed  him  a  thing  calle4 
a  minifter,  had  not  the  fmalleft  ob- 
jeftion  to  become  that  very  thing 
himfelf. 

This  advice  and  example,  had 
not  their  effcft.  Much  altercation 
continued  ;  ftrong  words  were  ftill 
ufed  ;  and  Mr.  Fullarton  defend- 
ed himfelf  by  obferving,  that  ciie 
noble  earl  had  attacked  him  by 
name.      He,"  however,  vindicated 

\K\i  -    his 
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his  warmth  by  informing  the  houfe, 
that  the  earl  in  queftion  had  af- 
ferted,  that  he  and  his  regiment, 
would  be  as  ready  to  draw  their 
fwords  againft  the  liberties  of  their 
country  as  againft  its  foes. 

The  matter  did  not  end  there. 
In  confequence  of  a  meffage  from 
Colonel  Fullarton,  arid  delivered 
by  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  accompanied  by  Lord 
Frederic  Cavendifh,  as  his  fecond, 
gave  them  a  meeting  in  Hyde- 
Park.  The  earl  being  wounded 
by  his  antagonill's  fecond  {hot, 
with  great  generofity  of  fpirit, 
£red  his  own  piftol  notwithftand- 
ine  in  the  air  But  fomeihing 
bemg  afterwards  hinted  of  a  de- 
claration that  he  had  intended  no- 
thing perfonal,  he  replied,  the 
affair  had  taken  another  train, 
and  that  was  no  place  for  expla- 
nation ;  at  the  fame  time  telling 
his  adverfary,  that  if  he  fv.-lt  any 
refentment,  he  found  himfelf,  not- 
withftanding   his    wound,  able   to 

fo  on.  But  Mr.  Fullarton  dif- 
ained  the  idea,  and  hoped  that 
he  could  not  be  thought  capable 
of  harbouring  fuch  a  fentiment. — 
We  are  not  fond  of  dwelling  on 
the  clrcumftances  of  thefe  unhappy 
perfonal  contells,  which  had  arifen 
from  the  violent  and  difordered 
ftate  of  the  times  ;  further,  than 
their  connexion  with  parliamen- 
tary hiftory,  renders  abfolutely  ne- 
cellary. 

»j»  V  -  J  This  matter,  which 
March  22d.  ,  j     •      u  j 

happened  m  Hyde- 
Park  early  in  the  morning,  was 
brought  forward  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fame  day,  by  Sir  James  Low- 
tjxer.  He  obferved,  that  this  man- 
ner of  fighting  duels,    in  confe- 


quence of  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
or  of  expreflions  dropped  in  de» 
bate  in  either  houfe,  feemed  grow- 
ing into  fuch  a  cuftom,  that  it  be- 
hoved them  to  interpofe  their  au- 
thority, before  it  acquired  the 
force  of  a  fettled  habit ;  other- 
wife,  that  there  muft  be  an  end 
of  all  freedom  of  debate,  and  con- 
fequently  of  all  bufmefs  in  parlia- 
ment. He  therefore  hoped,  that 
the  houfe  would  exert  itfelf  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  render  the  two 
recent  inftances  the  laft  of  the 
kind.  If  free  debate  was  to  be 
interpreted  into  perfonal  attack, 
and  queflions  of  a  public  nature, 
which  came  before  either  houfe, 
were  to  be  decided  by  the  fword, 
the  Britifh  parliament  would  be  at 
once  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
a  Polifti  diet.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  for  the  members  totally  to 
give  up  all  ideas  of  parliamentary 
difcuffion,  to  abandon  the  fenate, 
and  refort  at  once  to  the  field ; 
where,  without  farther  trouble,  they 
might  have  recourfe  to  arms,  as  the 
fole  arbiter  of  political  diiFerence  of 
opinion. 

Mr.  Fullarton's  friends,  befides 
paffing  the  higheft  eulogiums  on 
that  gentleman's  charafter,  hinted 
the  impropriety  or  indelicacy  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  matter  in 
his  abfcnce  ;  Sir  James  Lowther 
replied,  that  as  it  was  the  laft  day 
of  their  fitting  before  the  Eafter 
recefs,  and  he  knew  the  houfe  had 
ftill  much  neceffary  bufinefs  before 
it,  he  had  no  intention  of  proceed- 
ing any  farther  then  upon  the  fub- 
jeO. }  but  he  confidered  the  free- 
dom of  debate  as  fo  immediate- 
ly involving  the  very  exiftence  of 
parliament,  that  he  fhould  move, 
immediately 
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immediately  after  the  holidays,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  might 
attend  in  his  place,  in  order  that 
the  matter  might  then  be  taken 
into  confideration.  This  notice, 
or  intention,  not  meeting  with  ap- 
probation, and  it  being  objefted, 
that  fuch  an  order  would  convey 
fome  mark  of  cenfure  on  Mr.  Ful- 
larton's  conduft ;  Sir  James  Lovv- 
ther  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
he  was  indifferent  in  what  manner 
the  bufmefs  was  brought  on,  but 
that  he  certainly  would  bring  it  for- 
ward, in  fome  form  or  other,  at  the 
time  he  had  mentioned  ;  and  he 
wifhed  that  the  gentleman's  friends 
who  were  now  prefent  would  in- 
form him  of  his  intention,  as  well 
as  of  the  day  which  would  be  in 
future  fixed,  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  attending  in  his 
place. 

Some  other  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
fition,  went  farther  and  more  par- 
ticularly into  the  matter,  than  Sir 
James  Lowther.  They  contend- 
ed, that  the  words  fpoken  by  the 
noble  earl,  were  in  the  ftriftell 
fenfe  parliamentary  language.  That 
the  honourable  gentleman  feemed 
to  have  confounded  public  debate 
with  private  converfation.  They 
drew  the  line  of  diftindion  between 
both.  In  the  latter,  the  objeft  was 
the  happinefs  and  fatisfaclion  of 
all  prefent;  it  was  there  the  du- 
ty of  every  one  to  be  upon  his 
guard,  and  to  take  care,  that  he 
let  no  expreflion  flip,  which  might 
either  give  offence  to  any  indivi- 
dual, or  difturb  the  harmony  of 
the  whole.  In  public  debate,  the 
cafe  was  widely  and  effentially  dif- 
ferent. The  very  means  and  end 
of  public  debate,  were  free  dif- 
^uluon,    and  an   open   unreferved 


mode  of  agitating  every  fubjefl, 
to  which  the  queftion  under  debate 
had  reference.  Without  that  free 
difcuflion,  the  queftion  could  not  be 
agitated  at  all. 

A  gentleman  high  in  office,  ac- 
knowledged the  necefllty  of  pre* 
ferving  the  freedom  of  debate  j 
that  public  meafures,  and  public 
men,  were  fit  objedts  of  difcuflion  ; 
and  that  if  any  check  was  put  to 
the  unreferved  agitation  of  fuch  . 
topics,  parliament  would  be  of  no 
ufe,  and  might  as  well  be  abo> 
lifhed.  But  how  far  it  was  war- 
rantable in  the  difcuflion  of  pub- 
lic matters,  and  in  the  allufion  to 
public  men,  to  throw  out  reflec- 
tions of  an  invidious  nature,  and 
to  treat  them  coutemptuoufly,  was 
another  queftion  ;  and  refpe(fling 
which,  every  gentleman  muft  draw 
his  own  line,  and  would  aft  a(i- 
cordingly.  He  wiflied  therefore, 
that  the  propofed  enquiry  into  art 
unfortunate  affair,  ftiould  be  en- 
tirely dropped.  That,  and  every 
other  matter  like  it,  fliould  be 
fufFered  to  reft  undifturbed,  and 
be  buried  in  total  oblivion.  He 
was  happy  to  hear,  that  both  par- 
ties were  fafe,  and  that  no  afiair 
of  the  fort,  could  terminate  more 
to  the  honour  of  thofe  concern- 
ed. Why  then  fliould  they  inter-, 
fere  with,  or  revive  it  ?  No  means, 
nor  no  authority,  could  prevent  gen- 
tlemen, who  felt,  or  who  thought, 
their  honour  injured,  from  feek- 
ing  and  obtaining  redrefs  in  the 
cuftomary  mode.  —  In  talking  of 
the  two  recent  affairs,  he  faid,  they 
were  matters  which  every  man 
muft  lament,  but  which  no  man^ 
nor  no  fet  of  men^  were  able  to 
put  a  flop  to.  Out  of  this  great 
evil,    however,    he    thought   fomd 

[Kl  ^  ^  little 
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little  good  would  enfue ;  and  that 
was,  it  would  teach  gentlemen,  to 
confine  themfelves  within  proper 
Jijnits  ;  and  though  it  might  not, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  not,  a- 
bridge  the  freedom  of  debate,  he 
hoped  it  would  make  men  fpeak" 
in  parliament  with  better  man- 
ners. 

Although  he  immediately;  de- 
clared that  he  intended  no  perfo- 
nality,  whether  to  the  abfent  or 
prefent,  by  the  remark  which  he 
had  now  made,  and  acknowledg- 
ed his  own  faultinefs  in  that  very 
j-efpedt,  yet  it  called  up  Mr.  Fox, 
who  thought  himfelf  glanced  at. 
He  obferved,  that  as  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  apt  to  fpeak 
in  a  loofe  and  carelefs  way,  he  might, 
perhaps,  have  had  no  particular 
naeaning  in  what  he  had  faid ;  but 
that  as  the  words  feemed  to  point 
to  him,  he  was,  however,  under 
SL  necelfity  of  taking  notice  of 
them.  He  had  advanced,  that, 
"  he  hoped  what  had  happened 
that  morning,  and  what  had  hap- 
pened before  of  a  fimilar  fort, 
would  keep  gentlemen  within  pro- 
per limits,  and  at  leaft  teach  them 
better  manners."  He  begged  for 
one  to  fay,  that  what  had  hap- 
pened to  himfelf  had  not  taught 
him  better  manners  ;  nor  ftiould 
,  it  ever  retrain  him  within  any  other 
limits,  than  thofe  which  he  had 
chalked  out  fpr  himfelf  With 
regaid  to  the  noble  earl,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  affair  of  that 
morning,  he  did  not  believe  it 
would  teach  him  better  manners> 
and  pr  this  riafon,  that  he  was 
fure  iiis  noble  friend  had  not  gone 
beyond  proper  limits  in  what  he 
had  faid.  As  a  proof  of  which, 
he.. was  determined,  that  when  the 


new  levies  came  under  confidera- 
tion,  he  would  then  objedlto  that 
particular  regiment,  which  his  no- 
ble friend  had  cbjeded  to  ;  and  that 
on  the  very  fame  ground  which  he 
had  taken,  viz.  becaufe  the  per- 
fon  appointed  to  the  command  of 
it,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  a 
fit  perfon  to  hold  the  command. 

This  aftair  happening  fo  foon 
after  that  of  Mr,  Fox,  and  being 
attributed  to  the  fame  cauf^s  and 
motives,  occafioned  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  warmth,  both  in  language 
and  fentiment,  without  doors.  Both 
the  noble  earl,  and  that  gentle- 
man, were  confidered  as  mar- 
tyrs in  the  caufe  of  their  country. 
And  it  was  openly  faid,  without 
the  fmallefl  appearance  of  covert 
or  difguife,  that  when  an  aban- 
doned and  malignant  adminiftra- 
tion  were  driven  to  the  laft  and 
defperate  refource,  of  employing 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
which  was  generally  inimical  to 
the  conftitution,  and  to  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  •  of  the  peo» 
pie,  in  order  to  curb  the  freedom 
of  debate  in  parliament,  and  to 
fingle  and  pick  off  thofe  tried  fup- 
porters  and  alTertors  of  both,  who 
were  neither  to  be  bought  or  ter- 
rified, it  was  highly  time,  and  ab- 
folutely  neceifary,  for  Englilhmen 
to  unite  and  affociate,  as  well  in 
defence  of  their  common  rights^ 
as  for  affording  effedlual  protec-* 
tion  to  thofe  lords  and  gentle- 
men, who  hazarded  all  things  in 
the  fervice  of  their  country.  The 
public  addreffes  of  congratulation 
from  the  cities  of  London  and 
V/eftminfter,  from  fome  of  the 
county  meetings  which  happened 
near  tlie  time,  and  from  the  com- 
mittees of  alTociation  in  others,  to 

the 
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the  Earl  of  Shelburne  upon  his 
recovery,  all  held  out  the  idea, 
in  language  more  or  lefs  forci- 
ble, that  his  life  had  been  en- 
dangered, for  the  faithful  and  fpi- 
rited  difcharge  of  his  public  duty 
as  a  peer  of  parliament.  Some 
took  in,  his  oppofing  the  undue 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  fup- 
porting  the  interelts  of  his  coun- 
try ;  and  one  county,  at leaft,  part 
a  vote  of  cenfure,  declaring  the 
late  attacks  upon  Mr.  Fox  and 
that  nobleman  to  be  highly  repre- 
heniible. 

The  part  failures  which  he  had 
fo  repeatedly  experienced,  were  not 
able  to  overcome  the  conltancy  of 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  or  to 
prevent  his  bringing  in  another 
contraftors  bill,  in  the  prefent  fef- 
iion.  The  prefent  ftate  of  things 
was  too  favourable  to  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  and  the  minds  of  the  mini- 
ilers  too  much  occupied,  with  mat- 
ters Hill  more  immediately  trying 
and  critical  to  admit  of  any  eiTen- 
tial  oppofition.  To  be  beaten  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  fecond 
time,  and  on  another  bill,  might  be 
ruinous  ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
contractors  would  have  been  far 
more  difagreeable  to  moft  of  the 
court  members,  than  that  of  the  ci- 
vil offices.  The  bill  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time  and  paff- 
ed,  (without  a  divifion  in  any  part 
of  its  progrefs)  on  that  day,  on 
which  Col.  tullarton  had  made  his 
complaint  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

On  the  fame  day,  (March  20th) 
the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  for 
abolilhing  the  offices  of  treaiurer 
of  the  chamber,  treafiirer  of  the 
houlhoid,  cofferer,  and  the  number 
pf  fubordinate  places  appertaining 


to  them,  was  brought  forward  in 
the  committee.  This  brought  out 
long  debates.  The  one  fide,  feem- 
ing  to  regard  with  a  kind  of  reli- 
gious horror,  every  approach  to- 
wards an  interference  with  any  part 
of  the  arrangements  or  manage- 
ment of  the  royal  houfliold  ;  which 
they  reprefented,  not  only  as  a  moft 
alarming  and  dangerous  innovation 
in  the  conltitution,  but  as  a  direft 
infult,  and  a  kind  of  facrilege  with 
refpeft  to  the  perfon  and  dignity  of 
the  monarch.  Here  at  leall,  faid 
they,  a  manifeft  deftrudtion  prefents 
itfeif  on  the  very  principles  of  the 
references  themfelves.  This  is  not 
matter  of  public  arrangement.  This 
is  not  the  regulation  of  9ffice.  It 
is  an  intrufion  into  the  king's  own 
houfhold.  It  is  breaking  the  fences 
which  are  refpefted  and  held  facred , 
even  in  private  families.  Thefe 
officers  are  the  king's  domeftic  fer- 
vants.  The  ftate  has  nothing  to 
do  with  them.  The  king  indeed 
is  a  public  perfon  ;  but  he  is  a 
man  too;  and  if  his  dignity  only 
ferves  to  exp  ife  him  to  infults  that 
would  be  intolerable  to  a  piivate 
perfon,  the  monarch  and  the  mo- 
narchy are  not  only  a  pageant, 
but  a  downright  mockery ;  and  to 
make  a  perfon  a  king,  is  to  make 
him,  not  the  greateft,  but  the  mean- 
eft  and  moft  miferable  part  of  fo- 
ciety.  This  bill,  tiiey  faid,  they 
confidered  from  the  beginning,  as  a 
fyftematic  attack  on  the  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  every  part,  as  it  was 
developed,  proved  more  and  more 
clearly  the  tendency  of  the  fcheme. 
The  queftion  was  not  therefore  on 
the  utility  of  the  employments  ; 
(on  that  they  did  not  much  rely)  it 
was  on  the  power  of  taking  them 
away — which  if  it  may  be  done  by 
parliament. 
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parliament,  the  king  has  nothing, 
hardly  his  perfon,  that  he  can  call 
his  own.  On  this  head,  they  en- 
tered largely  on  the  fchemes  of  fup- 
plying  the  houihold  by  contrail ; 
which  they  reprobated,  as  mean, 
degrading,  and  vexatious ;  and 
compared  rather  to  the  mode  of 
feeding  of  poor  in  workhoufes  and 
hofpitals,  than  to  the  fplendour  and 
magnificence  of  a  great  court,  in 
the  richeft  country  in  the  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mover 
cf  the  bill,  and  the  reft  of  the  op- 
polition  aflerted,  that  the  idea  of 
fuppofcd  infult  and  indignity  to 
the  fovereign,  was  too  ablurd  to 
deferve  an  aiifwer.  Nothing  was 
to  be  touched,  that  could  either  af- 
feft  'the  perfonal  fatisfaftion  and 
pleafures  of  the  fovereign,  or  a- 
bridge  the  fplendour  and  magnifi- 
cence of  the  throne.  They  aflced, 
whether  our  enemy,  the  French 
monarch,  had  fufFered  any  lofs  of 
reputation,  any  degree  of  degrada- 
tion, either  in  the  eyes  and  opinion 
of  his  own  fubjefts,  or  of  tlie  reft 
of  Europe,  by  the  prodigious  re- 
form which  he  had  fo  chearfuUy 
made  in  his  own  houfhold  and  ex- 
pence.  He  adopted  that  fcheme  of 
economy,  in  order  to  wage  a  great 
and  vigorous  war,  with  vaft  objefts 
of  policy  in  view,  againft  this  coun- 
try, without  oppreffing  and  burthen- 
ing  his  people.  Are  we  not  to 
profit  by  fo  immediate  and  ftriking 
an  example  ? 

In  anlwer  to  the  houihold  being 
the  king's  own  ;  they  faid,  that 
parliament  in  aU  ages  had  conli- 
dered  it  in  a  different  light,  of 
which  they  gave  many  examples, 
in  the  reigns  of  the  Edwards,  Hen- 
ries, and  in  that  of  James  the  firft, 
and  others.  That  if  the  houihold 
ccuM  not  be  reformed  by  law,  no 


effeftual  part  of  the  intended  re- 
forin  could  take  place  ;  as  it  was 
full  of  offices,  by  which  the  iuilu- 
ence  propofed  to  be  reduced,  was 
chiefly  fupported.  The  court,  con- 
ftituted  as  it  is,  faid  they,  is  the 
very  ftrong-hold  of  that  influence. 
The  king  is  not  degraded  by  be- 
ing furnifhed  by  contradl.  He  is 
fo  furnifhed  already  in  many  things, 
though  in  the  worft  way;  the  late 
Prince  of  Wales,  his  majefty's  fa- 
ther, was  fo  furnilhed.  Even  now, 
when  the  court  intends  any  thing 
worthy  of  its  Itate,  it  is  fo  fup- 
plied ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  more 
mean,  by  being  fupplied  at  large, 
and  on  one  great  fcale,  than  in 
fmall  and  pitiful  details  ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  fomething  more 

Erincely  in  it.  With  regard  to  the 
ing's  living  in  a  ftate  of  depend- 
ance  on  the  people,  the  mover  faid, 
it  was  the  very  circumftance  of  his 
dignity;  that  which  cor.ftituted  him 
a  king :  and,  inftead  of  a  difgrace, 
was  the  higheft  honour  a  man  could 
arrive  at. 

Some,  who  wifhed  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  moderate  men,  acknow- 
ledged the  propofed  reform  to  be 
a  matter  of  fuch  neceffity,  as  muft 
abfolutely  be  adopted ;  but  they 
did  not  approve  of  the  mode  of 
procuring  it.  It  was  taken,  they 
faid,  at  the  wrong  end.  It  fhould 
come  from  the  crown,  and  not  ori- 
ginate in  parliament.  The  only 
precedents,  they  faid,  for  fuch  an 
interference,  were  to  be  found  in 
times  too  dangerous,  to  admit  of 
the  example  being  copied ;  they 
were  only  to  be  found  in  the  unfor- 
tunate reigns  of  Edward  the  fe- 
cond,  and  of  Richard  the  fecond. 
This  ground  was  not,  however, 
much  occupied. 

The   bill  had  been  fo  framed, 
that 
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the  houfe,  inch  by  inch,  claufe  by 
claufe,  and  line  by  line ;  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  people  to  go  on  with 
it  as  they  liked ;  and  they  would 
judge  by  the  iffue,  how  far  their 
petitions  were  likely  to  procure  re- 
drefs  for  the  grievances  thiey  com- 
plained of. 

As  the  court  fide  wilhed  to  keep 
the  fubjeft-matter  of  the  bill  as 
long  as  poffible  in  agitation,  and 
thereby  keep  the  public  hope  and 
expedation  to  the  laft  in  fufpenfe, 
they  afFedted  greatly  to  re  fent  this 
declaration ;  which  they  defcrib- 
ed  as  being  highly  diftatorial,  and 
as  conveying  a  kind  of  menace  to 
the  committee.  They  argued, 
that  it  could  be  no  cauf;  of  fur- 
prize,  that  in  a  bill,  wliich  took 
in  fo  great  an  extent  and  diveriity 
of  matter  as  the  prefent,  fome  of 
the  parts  Ihould  be  higl  dy  excep- 
tionable, and  others  equally  laud- 
able. That  the  fame  principle 
did  not  apply  genera'fly  to  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  bill  ;  that 
oa  the  contrary,  it  w?.s  xompofed 
of  a  number  of  difFerc  nt  parts  and 
claufes,  each  of  which,  turned  up- 
on forae  feparate  ar,d  important 
point,  and  had  each  therefore  a^ 
feparate  principle.  That  it  was 
not  denied,  but  that  many  of  the 
principles  were  hij^;hly  laudable, 
and  might  probably  be  adopted 
v/ith  advantage  ;  b.ut  it  was  not 
from  thence  to  be.  inferred,  that 
the  improper,  the  abfurd,  or  the 
imprafticable,  were  to  be  equally 
received  and  adopted.  It  was 
furely  then,  a  ftra.Tige,  and  an  un- 
fair conclulion,  tnat  the  refufal  of 
the  prefent,  or  of  any  other  ex- 
ceptionable clau.fe,  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  rejcftion  of  the  whole 
bill. 

The 


that  queftions  arofe  upon  the  fe- 
veral  offices  of  the  houfhold  feve- 
rally.  The  treafurer  of  the  cham- 
ber ftood  lirft.  The  framer  of  the 
bill  obferved,  that  from  the  turn 
pf  the  debate,  he  apprehended  this 
would  be  the  laft  procedure  on 
any  part  of  it.  In  the  treafurer  of 
the  chamber  confifted  the  very  pith 
^nd  marrow  of  his  plan,  fo  far  as 
it  was  endeavoured  to  be  reduced 
out  of  theory  into  praftice  :  it  was 
the  very  firll  office  of  the  houftiold 
which  he  had  fix^d  upon;  it  led 
fhe  way,  and  involved  all  the  reft ; 
^nd  as  the  remaining  claufes  of  his 
bill,  for  the  moft  part,  turned  up- 
on the  abolition  of  the  board  of 
prdnance,  the  board  of  works,  the 
mint,  and  other  boards  and  offices, 
which  were  arranged  under  the  de- 
nomination of  houftiold  ;  he  was 
under  a  neceffity  of  abandoning 
the  whole,  if  the  prefent  doftrine 
was  eftabliftied,  that  the  houftiold 
was  to  be  confidered  as  facred,  and 
not .  to  be  touched  in  any  one  part. 
That  finding  the  objeftions  of  ma- 
ny gentlemen  to  the  contrail  fcheme 
(extremely  weak,  as  he  conceived 
them,  in  reafon)  ftrongly  adhered 
to,  he  would,  contrary  to  his  own 
cleareft  opinion,  for  prafticability 
give  up  that  point ;  though  it  im- 
paired the  unity  and  confiftence  of 
his  whole  plan,  and  prevented  the 
reform  of  upwards  of  an  hundred 
offices,  many  of  them  conlidera- 
ble,  as  well  as  feveral  other  great 
advantages.  But  he  repeated,  that 
if  the  prefent  queftion  was  carried 
againft  him,  he  fliould  confider  his 
bill  as  gone ;  and  concluded  by 
declaring,  tliat  he  would  not  conti- 
nue to  keep  his  weak  and  diforder- 
ed  frame  and  conftitution  on  the 
torture,  by  fighting  his  bill  through 
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The  queftion  being  put,  after 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the 
fo-ft  member  of  the  chufe,  for  abo- 
liihing  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
chamber,  it  was  loft  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by,  the  now,  confiderable  ma- 
jority, of  21 1,  to  158.  The  mino- 
rity upon  this  divifion,  were  pub- 
licly thanked  by  feveral  of  the  coun- 
ty meetings.  This  fall  of  numbers 
was  accounted  for  by  fome  late  ma- 
nceuvres  of  the  court ;  by  which 
fome  of  the  country  gentle)nen  who 
had  ufuaily  adhered  to  it,  but  who 
had  on  the  popularity  of  this  bill 
gone  from  it,  now  returned  ;  and  a 
iecond  change  became  manifeU  in 
fe%'eral  others. 

Mr.  Barke  then  declared  his  to- 
tal indifference  as  to  what  became 
of  the  reft  of  the  bill.  He  was, 
however,  Toufed  into  his  wonted 
aftivity  by  his  friend  IVl  r.  Fox,  who 
urged  the  expediency  of  going 
through  with  the  bill  to  the  very 
jaft  ;  howe  ver  little  more  they  got 
for  the  people,  than  \\Jiat  they  had 
already  gaired,  it  lull  would  be 
worth  the  llriving  for.  The  mere 
abolition  of  the  board  of  trade, 
even  if  nothing  farther  was  done, 
he  infifted,  w.is  worth  the  ftruggle  ; 
for  as  he  wat?  determined,  and  he 
hoped  his  honourable  friend  would 
join  with  him,  in  renewing  the 
bill  from  fefiioh  to  feifion,  until  its 
purpofes  were  obtained,  fo  they 
would  have  fevcn  lefs  of  the  ene- 
my to  fight  againft  on  the  next  en- 
counter, llie  fucceeding  mem- 
bers of  the  claufe  were  according- 
ly gone  through,  and  each  receiv- 
ed, a  nejjative  without  a  divifion. 

On  the  day  following  this  debate, 
the  minifter  informed  the  houfe,  that 
the  Eaft  India  company  not  hav- 
ing made   fuch  propofals  for   the 


renewal  of  their  charter,  as  he  hacl 
deemed  fatisfadlory,  he  fhould  ac- 
cordingly move  the  houfe,  for  the 
fpeaker  to  give  them  the  three 
years  notice  ordained  by  aft  of  par- 
liament, previous  to  the  diffolution  i 
of  their  charter,  that  the  capital 
ilock  or  debt,  of  4,200,000 1.  which 
the  public  owed  to  the  company, 
ftiould  be  fully  paid,  on  the  5  th  of 
April  1783,  agreeable  to  the  power 
of  redemption  included  in  the  faid 
ad. 

Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke,  op- 
pofed  the  meafure  with  wonderful 
fervour  and  animation.  The  firft 
afked  the  minifter,  whether  he  was 
not  content  with  having  loft  Ame- 
rica ?  Or  was  he  determined,  be- 
fore lie  quitted  his  prefent  fitiia- 
tion,  to  reduce  the  Britifti  empire 
to  the  confines  of  this  iftand  ?  Could 
he  point  out  a  fingle  good,  which 
his  motion  was  capable  of  produc- 
ing ?  Was  he  blind  and  infenfible 
to  the  evil  and  danger  with  which 
it  was  fraught  ?  Why  iftiie  an  ini- 
potent  threat,  which  he  neither  in- 
tended, nor  was  capable  of  carry- 
ing into  execution  ?  It  was  ridicu- 
lous, it  was  dangerous  to  threaten, 
when  men  dared  not  to  perform 
what  they  threatened.  Did  he 
wifh  to  behold  the  fcenes  of  anar- 
chy, confufion,  diftreis,  and  ruin, 
which  his  idle  threat  might  proba- 
bly produce  in  the  company's  af- 
fairs and  pofTeflions  in  India  ?  Did 
he  think  that  houfe,  would  at  this 
time  of  day,  under  the  immediate 
preffure  and  bitter  experience  of 
paft  raflinefs  and  mifconduft,  wan- 
tonly hazard  the  ample  revenues, 
the  refources  of  power  and  wealth, 
which  this  country  derived,  from 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Eaft 
India  company  ?    ijuppofmg  even 

that 
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that  the  noble  lord  was  capable  of 
carrying  his  threat  into  execution, 
and  really  intended  it,  was  he  ig- 
norant of  the  heavy  lofs  which  the 
nation  mull  fuftain,  in  the  mere 
article  of  paying  off  the  capital, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  funds  ? 
Did  he  not  know,  that  although 
the  4,200,000  1.  carried  only  three 
per  cent,  yet  that  he  muft  pay  it  at 
par  ?  and  that  the  three  per  cents 
being  down  at  fixty  in  the  market, 
the  public  muft.  neceffarily  lofe  a 
clear  forty  per  cent,  on  every  hun- 
dred pound  they  paid  off  ?  If  a 
new  company  was  the  objc£l  of  his 
/peculation,  did  he  not  know  that 
the  trade  muft  then  be  open  ?  that 
he  was  difabled  by  law  from  ren- 
dering it  excluiive  ?  and  that  the 
prefent  company  would  ftill  retain 
their  poffeflions,  ftrong-holds,  and 
fo  many  other  of  their  prefent  fu- 
perior  powers  and  advantages  in 
the  country,  as  muft  fpeedily  ruin 
the  new  adventurers,  if  any  could 
be  found  mad  enough  to  become 
fuch. 

Mr.  Burke  feemed  unable  to  find 
words,  to  fill  up  the  reprobation 
which  he  wilhed  to  beftow  on  the 
propofal.  He  faid  it  was  more 
worthy  of  revellers  intoxicated  by 
liquor,  than  of  ftatefmen  in  a  fober 
fenate.  He  rejeded  the  narrow 
idea  of  bargaining  with  the  Eaft 
India  company,  as  if  we  were  treat- 
ing with  an  enemy ;  and  upon  the 
wretched  principle,  that  whatever 
was  not  fqueezed  out  in  the  bar- 
gain, was  to  be  confidered  as  fb 
much  loft.  He  threw  the  fpecula- 
tion  of  a  new  company  into  every 
poitit  of  ridicule.  He  was  fure  the 
minifter  never  ferioufly  intended  it. 
The  thing  could  not  be,  as  every 
man  "of  bufmefi,   and   acquaintei 


with  our  affairs,  muft  know  and  feet. 
He  declared,  that  if  it  were  poffi- 
ble  to  adopt  it,  it  would  turn  out  a 
new  MiifilTippi  fcheme ;  and  that  it 
was  worthy  only,  of  fuch  an  unprin- 
cipled, abandoned,  bubble  proje<5lor 
as  Law.  He  did  not  doubt  but  in 
this  country,  there  would  be  fourd 
men  weak  and  bad  enough  to  bite 
at  fuch  a  bubble;  but  he  afferted, 
that  it  would  burft  with  utter  ruin 
to  the  adventurers.  He  reminded 
the  houfe,  that  they  had  loft  thir- 
teen colonies,  by  the  rapacity  of  the 
minifter,  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
a  great  revenue  from  America ; 
and  he  >yarned  them  not  to  throw 
the  £aft  after  the  Weft,  by  being 
again  led  into  another  revenue 
chace.  That  this  would  prove  as 
idle  as  the  former ;  for  that  no  mo- 
ney, at  leaft  no  immediate  fupply, 
could  be  derived  from  thofe  territo-' 
rial  poffeffions ;  which  were  a  con- 
ftant  bait  to  the  avarice  of  the  cour^ 
and  perhaps  of  the  public. 

The  minifter  denied  that  his  mo- 
tion was  a  threat  or  a  menace.  It 
was  meant  merely  as  putting  in  a 
legal  claim  in  behalf  of  the  public, 
to  the  reverfion  of  a  right  which 
undoubtedly  belonged  to  them;  and 
at  that  moment  of  time,  when  it 
was  efpecially  necefiary  that  the 
claim  ihould  be  formally  made.. 
Gentlemen  did  not  feem  to  recol- 
le<5l,  that  by  the  lapfe  only  of  a  few 
days,  with  refpeft  to  the  notice,  the 
company  would  neceffarily  gain,  and 
the  public  unavoidably  lole,  a  year's 
pofleffion  of  thofe  advantages,  which, 
by  the  ftipulations  of  the  law  that 
founded  the  agreement,  were  to  re- 
vert to  the  latter  at  the  condufion 
of  three  years ;  leaving  it  in  the 
option  of  the  public,  on  receiving 
proper  fatisfa6tion  from  the  com- 
pany. 
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pany,  to  grant,  by  a  hew  charter, 
a  renewal  of  their  leafe.  This  was 
all  that  the  motion  tended  to.  It 
precluded  no  propofitions  which 
might  hereafter  be  made  by  the 
company,  nor  it  laid  no  rellraint  on 
parliament  from  accepting  of  any 
which  it  approved.  It  merely  went 
to  prevent  a  year  of  the  public 
right  to  the  reverfion  of  the  com- 
pany's trade  from  flipping  away 
without  any  compenfation. 

In  anfwer  to  thofe  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide,  who  faid  that  the 
company  would  laugh  at  the  no- 
tice, becaufe  they  mud  know  that 
it  could  not  be  ferioufly  intended ; 
he  ihould  in  the  firft  place  obferve, 
that  it  would  be  the  Eaft  India 
company's  own  fault,  if  the  notice 
was  carried  into  execution.  But 
he  would  not  have  thefe  gentlemen 
Carry  away  the  idea,  that  if  the 
prefent  company  broke  up  and  di- 
vided their  ftock,  the  public  would, 
as  a  necefTary  confequence,  lofe  the 
revenues  arifing  from  the  trade,  or 
from  the  territorial  acquificions  in 
India.  He  trufted  there  were  means 
of  fecuring  both  the  one  and  the 
other.  He  did  not  wi(h  to  break 
with  the  prefent  company  ;  he  did 
not  defire  to  drive  them  to  a  diflTo- 
lution  ;  but  the  company  ought  not 
to  imagine  that  the  public  lay  at 
their  mercy.  The  public  had  a 
right  to  look  for  great  refources 
from  the  company,  and  from  the 
territorial  acquifitions  in  India.  The 
company,  as  it  was  now  eftablifhed, 
he  acknowledged,  was  the  beft  me- 
dium of  drawing  home  the  reve- 
nues from  the  Indies ;  but  if  the 
company  were  fo  unreafonable  and 
fo  thoughtlefs,  as  not  to  come  to  a 
fair  bargain  with  the  public,  a  new 
company  might  be  formed,  and  fuch 


meafures  adopted,  as  would  prevent 
or  remedy  the  evils  threatened  to 
the  revenue. 

Mr.  Burke  having  moved  the 
previous  queftion  on  the  minifter's 
motion,  it  was  rejefted  on  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  142,  to  68. 
The  main  quelKon  being  then  put, 
for  the  fpeaker  to  give  notice  to 
the  Eaft  India  company,  of  the 
payment  in  three  years  of  their  ca- 
pital ftock,  it  was  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

On  the  laft  day  of  fitting  before 
the  recefs,  upon  bringing  up  the 
report  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  of  the  new  and  very 
heavy  taxes,  which  were  then  to  be 
laid  on,  a  faint,  and  perhaps  ill- 
judged  attempt,  was  made  by  a 
few  gentlemen  in  oppofition,  to- 
defer  receiving  the  report,  until 
the  petitions  of  the  people  of  Eng-^ 
land  were  heard,  and  their  griev- 
ances redreffed.  A  motion  was  ac- 
cordingly framed,  for  poftponing 
the  report,  until  the  7th  of  April ; 
and  notwiihftanding  the  appearance 
of  the  houfe,  and  other  infallible 
indications  of  the  event,  was  unac- 
countably pulhed  to  a  divifion  ; 
when  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  145,  to  37. 

During  thefe  fcenes  of  continued 
and  doubtful  warfare  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  feme  tacit  cefiation 
of  hoftility  feemed  to  prevail  in 
that  of  the  Lords  ;  the  only  public 
queftion  that  was  brought  forward, 
being  a  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fingham, on  the  loth  of  March, 
for  a  lift  of  all  places,  penfions,  and 
employments,  whether  for  a  term 
of  years,  for  life,  during  pleafure* 
or  good  behaviour,  held  by  the 
members  of  that  houfe.  It  would 
not  have  been  eafy  to  have  found 

any 
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any  new  ground  of  debate  upon  fluence  the  public  conduft  of  any 
this  fubjed.  Much  of  the  ground  of  its  noble  members.  And  argu- 
taken  upon  a  former  motion  of  the  ments  fimilar  to  thofe  which  we  have 
Earl  of  Shelburne's,  which  exclud-  already  feen,  were  ufed  on  the  other 
ed  lords  who  held  places  or  pen-  fide,  to  fhew  the  futility  or  abfur- 
fions  under  government,  from  fit-  dity  of  that  idea.  In  the  courfe  of 
tino-  in  the  propofed  committee  of  the  debaie,  feme  ilrii^tures  which 
accounts,  was  now  trodden  again  were  paffed  on  the  conftitution  of 
by  both  parties.  The  fame  inju-  the  Scotch  peerage,  excited  fome 
rious  cenlure  was  now  faid  to  be  degree  of  warmth  ;  nor  did  evea 
thrown  upon  the  honour  of  the  houfe  the  nght  reverend  bench  of  bifliops, 
by  the  prefent  motion,  which  had  pafs  entirely  fcot-free. — The  mo- 
been  before  charged  to  the  former,  tion  was  rcjedled  upon  a  diviiion, 
in  fuppofing  that  places,  penfions,  by  a  majority  of  5 1  to  24. 
or   emoluments,  could  poflibly  in- 

C    H    A    P.      VIII. 

Army  tfiimatts.  Debates  on  the  fuhjeSi  of  the  neiv  corps.  Di'vijion. 
^uejlion  carried,  Conjideratmi  of  the  petitions.  Great  debates  in  the 
committee.  Fart  taken  by  the  Speaker.  Amendment  to  the  motion,  pro- 
pofed atid  agreed  to.  Mr.  Dunning* s  amended  motion,  carried,  upon 
a  di'vijion,  in  a  very  full  houfe.  Second  motion,  agreed  to.  Third 
motion,  by  Mr.  T.  Pitt,  agreed  to,  Houf.  refumed.  Mr.  Fox's  mo- 
tion, for  immediately  recei<ving  the  report  from  the  committee,  oppofed, 
but  carried.  Refolutions^  reported,  received,  and  confirmed  by  the  Houfe* 
Mr.  Dunning' s  motion  (on  a  follonuing  day)  in  the  committee,  for  fecur- 
ing  the  independence  of  parliamf:nt,  agreed  to.  Second  motion,  for  dif 
qualifying  perfons  holding  certain  offices,  from  fitting  in  that  houfe,  car- 
ried, upon  a  di'vifion,  by  a  majority  of  t-u>o  only.  Mr,  Crenve's  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  fratn  voting  on  the  eleclion  of  members  of  par- 
liament, rejeded,  on  a  diijifion.  Great  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  LordSf 
upon  the  fecond  reading  ef  the  contractors  bill.  The  bill  rejeSled,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  confiderable  majority.  Frotefl,  Confequences  of  the 
Speaker's  illnefs.  Pcfiponed  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning' s,  for  an  addrefs,  to 
preve7tt  diffolving  ths  parliament,  or  proroguing  the  prefent  feffion,  until 
proper  meafures  flyottld  be  taken  for  corrediing  the  evils  complained  of  in 
the  petitions  of  the  people,  brings  out  long  debates  ;  but  is  reje£ied  by  a 
confiderable  majority,  in  an  exceedingly  full  houfe.  Dijorder  upon 
Mr.  Fox's  rifing  to  fpeak,  after  the  divifion.  Nature  of  his  fpeech* 
Reply,  by  the  minifier.  Great  debates  upon  the  clauj'e  in  Mr.  Burke's 
0ablijhment  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  offce  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  15 d 
Clauje  rejeSed  upon  a  divifion.  Succeeding  claufe,  j'or  abolifijing  the 
Board  of  Works,  rejeded  upon  a  divifion.  Debates  upon  the  minifier' s 
bill  for  a  commijfion  of  accounts.  Clofe  divifion  upon  a  quejiion  in  the 
committee.  Bill  at  length  paffed.  Debates  on  Colonel  Barre's  motions, 
relative  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army.  Firfi  motion  rejefied,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  great  majority.      Succeeding   refolutions  ryeiied.     General 
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Connuafs  bill,  for  rejioring  peace  ivith  America,  difpofcd  of,  upon  a  diti'i- 
Jion,  by  a  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day.  Motion  tending  to  an  enquiry, 
into  any  reqiiijition  made  by  the  ci'vil  jnagifirate,  for  the  attendance  of  the 
military,  upon  the  late  meeting  of  the  eledtors  of  Wejlminjhr.  Various 
claufes  of  Mr.  Burke* s  efiablijhment  bill,  rcjeSied,  upon,  or  n.vithout  di'vi- 
Jions.  Recorder  of  London* s  motion  in  behalf  of  the  petiiiofters,  rejeSled  upon 
a  di'vijion.  Mr.  Dunning* s  motion,  in  the  committee  of  the  ^whcle  houfe  on 
the  confederation  of  the  petitions,  for  reporting  their  onvn  tnuo  refolutions  of 
the  lOth  of  April,  fet  ajide,  by  a  tnotionfor  the  chairman  to  quit  the  chair, 
twhich  nvas  carried  upon  a  di-vifon.  Meeting  of  the  P  rot  eft  ant  dffo- 
ciation  in  St.  George's  Fields.  Subfequent  riots,  mifchiefs,  and  conflagra- 
tions. Refolutions,  condud,  and  adjournment  of  both  ,:oufes.  Lord  George 
Gordon  committed  to  the  To-iver.  Speech  from  the  throne,  on  the  meeting 
of  parliament  after  the  late  diforders.  Addreffes.  Refolutions  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  for  quieting  the  minds  of  nx)ell-meaning,  but  ill-informed  per^ 
fans.  Bill  paffes  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  fccurity  of  the  Protejiant 
religion.  Is  laid  by  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Speech  from  the  throne. 
Prorogation,  * 


«  -1  »t.  /^N  the  fecond.  day 
April  5th.  (J   ^(,^,  ,^^    ,,cefs, 

the  army  eftiniates  being  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
a  motion  made  for  their  reference 
to  a  committee,  much  -wdrm  de- 
bate, as  had  been  expefted,  and 
in  fome  degree  announced,  arofe 
upon  the  fubjefl  of  the  new  levies, 
and  of  the  innovations  with  refped 
to  rank  and  promotion,  which  were 
charged  by  the  oppofition  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  army. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  firlt 
brought  forward  the  bufmefs  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  regiment,  which 
the  miniiler,  as  Lord  Warden  of 
thofe  ports,  had  raifed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  entirely,  at  his  own 
expence ;  and  td  the  command  of 
which  his  fon,  who  had  not  be- 
fore held  any  military  command, 
was  appointed.  This  regiment 
was  covered,  as  well  by  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  attended  its  be- 
ing raifed,  as  by  the  declaration 
of  Colonel  North  himfelf,  in  his 
place,  and  in  his  firft  parliamen- 
.tary  fpeech,  (a  circumilance  which 


always  draws  a  particular  degree 
of  complacency  and  attention  from 
the  houfe)  that  he  neither  receiv- 
ed any  pay,  nor  was  entitled  to 
any  future  rank,  fo  that  the  trou- 
ble and  expence,  along  with  the 
honour  and  pleafure  of  ferving  his 
country  in  a  time  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  was  all  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  derive  •  from  the  command. 
But  what  particularly  faved  this 
corps  and  appointment  from  far- 
ther animadverlion,  was,  its  being 
itated  by  the  minliler  himfelf,  to 
be  only  a  regiment  of  wjjat  is 
called  fencible  men  ;  a  term  be- 
fore unknown  in  the  military  af- 
fairs of  England,  but  which  is  ap- 
plied in  Scotland  to  a  fpecies  of 
militia,  (particularly  the  loyal  clans 
of  Argylefliire,  who  were  origi- 
nally retained  by  government  as 
a  check  upon  their  difaffefted 
neighbours)  whofe  terms  of  enlift- 
ment  extend  no  farther  than  to 
the  immediate  defence  of  their 
country. 

But  the  debate  was  kept  up  af- 
terwards,   with    refpedl    to    ether 

new 
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new  raifed  corps,  and  with  no 
common  degree  of  animation  and 
fpirit,  by  the  principal  men  in  op- 
pofition.  Difclaiming  in  ftrong 
terms  all  national  prejudices,  they 
readily  acknowledged,  that  Scot- 
land produced  as  brave  and  as 
able  officers  as  any  in  the  world ; 
but  whilft  this  was  freely  and 
chearfiilly  admitted,  they  abfo- 
lutely  denied,  and  faid  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  queftion,  that  either 
that,  or  any  other  country  in  the 
univerfe,  had  ever  exceeded  Eng- 
land in  the  produdtion  of  fuch 
men.  But  they  abhorred  all  odious 
comparative  difcuflions  of  the  me- 
rits of  the  brave.  Their  objeft, 
they  faid,  was  flrongly  to  con- 
demn that  illiberal,  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  dangerous  partiality, 
fhewn  by  the  prcfent  minifters  to 
one  part  of 'the  united  kingdom, 
in  prejudice  to  the  other.  This, 
they  aflerted,  was  carried  to  a 
pitch  of  enormity,  unparalleled 
in  the  hiftory  of  any  other  coun- 
try, excepting  that  of  a  conquer- 
ed and  fufpefted  people.  It  was 
likewife  the  more  particularly  dan- 
gerous, they  faid,  as  the  natives  of 
that  country,  being  debarred  by 
their  own  peculiar  conftitution  of 
many  of  thofe  rights  and  immuni- 
ties at  home,  which  were  inherent 
to  Englirtimen,  were  not  only  dif- 
pofed  to  make  light  of  privileges 
of  which  they  knew  not  thq  va- 
lue, but  were  likewife  apt,  and 
naturally  enough,  to  regard  them 
with  rather  a  jealous  and  malig- 
nant eye.  And  it  was  befides  a 
tnatter  of  fuch  public  notoriety, 
as  could  not  efcape  the  notice  of 
the  moft  heedlefs  obferver,  that 
the  natives  of  that  country  had, 
with  very  few  exceptions  indeed, 
been  violently  attathed  during  tlje 
Vol.  XXIII. 


prefent  reign,  to  the  fupport  of 
every  meafure  of  the  court  and 
minifters,  however  dangerous  in 
their  nature^  defperate  in  their  de- 
fign,  or  ruinous  in  their  tendency. 
Could  any  thing  then  be  more 
alarming  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  than  to  fee  the  fword 
placed  almoft  exclufively  In  the 
hands  of  men,  who  were  avowed- 
ly fo  inimical  to  their  conltitu- 
tional  rights,  and  public  liber- 
ties ?  It  was  likewife,  in  a  nar- 
rower view  of  the  queftion,  the 
more  unreafonable  in  the  prac- 
tice, and  the  more  pernicious  in 
the  effeft,  as  it  was  peculiarly  cha- 
rafteriftic,  they  faid,  of  the  natives 
of  that  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom, to  be  more  fubjefted  to  local 
attachments,  and  to  violent  na- 
tional, and  other  prejudices,  thaii 
perhaps  any  other  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth;  infomuch, 
that  it  was  a  fadl  known  to  all 
military  men,  that  no  Englifli 
officer  could  live  in  any  regiment 
the  majority  of  which  was  Scotch; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
Scotch  gentleman  ever  found  any 
difficulty,  or  felt  the  fmalleft  un- 
eaftnefs,  in  living  in  a  regiment, 
moftly,  or  almoft  wholly  Englilh. 

They  entered  into  a  recital  of 
fafts,  to  fupport  the  charge  of  an 
unjuft  partiality  in  point  of  mili- 
tary promotion.  However  invidi- 
ous this  talk  might  appear,  they 
felt  it  their  duty,  they  faid,  with- 
out the  fmalleft  degree  of  perfbnal 
prejudice,  to  ftate  the  fafts  to  the 
houfe.  Gur  firft  nobility,  Eng- 
lilh gentlemen  of  the  moft  an- 
cient and  illuftrious  families ;  fa- 
milies particularly  attacned  to  the 
conftitution,  and  to  revolution 
principles ;  and  whofe  own  pof- 
feffions   rendered  them  deeply  in- 
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terefted  in  the  fecurity  and  pro- 
fperity  of  their  country ;  were  re- 
fufed  the  favour  of  railing  regi- 
ments for  its  defence,  upon  die 
fame  terms  wliich  were  accepted 
from  unknown  men ;  from  clerks 
in  office,  and  commis.  Among 
other  names  brought  forward  as 
inftances  upon  this  charge,  were 
thofe  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and 
of  his  brother  the  late  Major 
Stanley.  What  rewards,  they 
aiked,  had  fuch  diftinguifhed  offi- 
cers as  the  Colonels  Meadowes  and 
Mufgrave  received,  for  their  emi- 
nent fervices  ?  None  other,  than 
wounds,  and  conftitutions  broken 
and  ruined,  in  climates  unfavour- 
able to  the  human  fpecies !  Was 
either  of  them  offered  a  new  regi- 
ment? Or  would  either  of  them 
have  declined  the  offer  ?  The  Earl 
of  Harrington,  who  had  dedicat- 
ed his  life  and  fortune  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country,  and  who  had 
painfully  earned  in  the  field  every 
ftep  of  his  rank,  was  now  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  deftined  to 
obey  the  commands  of  a  man,  who 
was  the  other  day  a  half-pay  fu- 
baltern.  Would  that  nobleman, 
or  would  his  brother.  Major  Stan- 
hope, have  refufed  to  raife  regi- 
ments, on  the  conditions  which 
were  annexed  with  them  to  men 
who  had  never  feen  any  fervice  ? 
On  the  contrary.  Major  Stanhope 
had  made  the  propofal,  and  was 
rcjeftedj  he  alio  had  a  particular 
jiatural  intereft  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  which  now  affords  the 
head  quarters  for  the  enlifting  and 
forming  of  a  regiment,  by  a  man 
whofe  name  was  never  before  heard 
of  in  the  county.  For,  they  faid, 
to  render  the  farce  more  truly  ri- 
diculous on  the  fide  of  miniflers, 
or  as  if  they  meant  to  burlefq[ae 


every  rule  of  military  order  anci 
decorum,  as  well  as  every  idea  of 
general  propriety,  thefe  new  men 
were  allowed,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
recruiting  fervice,  to  raife  their 
regiments  in  the  heart  of  Eng- 
land ;  infteid  of  their  being  ient 
on  that  bufinefs,  as  was  naturally 
to  be  expeded,  to  the  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  where  their  in- 
terefts  and  connexions  might  be 
fuppofed  to  lie.  So  that,  by  this 
new  and  Unparalleled  manage- 
ment, they  were,  in  fadl,  Englifh 
regiments  totally  commanded  by 
Scotch  officers  ;  as  if  this  country 
had  not  produced  men,  who  were 
qualified  for  the  conduft  of  its  own 
forces. 

They  did  not  wifh,  they  faid, 
to  reftrain  the  gentlemen  of  that 
country  from  their  full  fhare  of 
military  rank  and  command ;  they 
even  threw  no  perfonal  blame  on 
thofe  who  were  gratified  with 
more.  Their  objedt  of  reproba- 
tion was,  the  undue  preference 
given  by  minifters,  to  one  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  in  prejudice 
to  the  other.  They  detefted  all 
partiality.  They  would  equally 
oppofe  and  condemn,  a  fouthern 
as  a  northern,  an  Englifh  or  Irifh, 
as  a  Scotch  partiality.  The  thing 
was  in  itfelf  odious,  wherever  it 
was  found,  or  however  applied. 
In  the  prefent  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs, it  was  highly  dangerous, 
and  might  be  fatal.  They  wifhed, 
and  our  fituation  mofl  urgently 
demanded,  that  the  three  king- 
doms fhould  be  aftuated  by  one 
heart,  and  their  force  concentrat- 
ed in  one  common  arm.  But  this 
could  never  be  obtained  or  hoped 
for,  whilft  government  itfelf  was 
the  fower  of  difcord  and  difTen- 
tion,    by  the    partial   and  unjuft 
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diftribution  of  thofe  favours,  with 
the  difpofal  of  which,  for  pur- 
pofes  widely  different,  it  had  been 
entrufted  by  the  conftitution. 

The  nature  of  the  fubjeft  con- 
fined the  debate  on  the  other  fide, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  a  general 
denial  of  the  alledged  partiality, 
and  to  a  qualification  or  j  unifica- 
tion of  the  particular  articles  of 
charge.  The  fecretary  at  war 
contended,  that  various  noble- 
men and  others,  who  had  never 
been  in  fervice  before,  had  raifed 
l-egiments  in  the  laft  war,  arid 
had  been  appointed  to  their  com- 
mand. Being  called  upon  to  (pe- 
cify,  he  particularly  mentioned 
General  Frazer,  and  Gen.  Mor- 
ris. He  produced  a  long  lift  of 
promotions  in  order  to  Ihew,  that 
the  charge  of  partiality  in  favour 
of  Scotch  officers  was  unfounded. 
In  regard  to  Colonel  Fullarton, 
(whofe  corps  formed  the  great  ob- 
jeft  of  contention)  after  paffmg  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  private 
charafter,  and  public  fpirit  of  that 
gentleman,  and  particularly  ap- 
plauding the  liberality  of  his  offer 
to  government,  he  contended, 
that  when  gentlemen  of  aftive 
minds,  and  of  enterprizing  fpi- 
rits,  made  a  tender  of  their  abili- 
ties, and  direfted  them  to  parti- 
cular fervices  of  the  firft  import- 
ance, it  would  be  indefenfible  in 
government  to  have  refufed  their 
offers ;  and  more  efpecially  fo> 
when  the  conditions  on  which 
they  tendered  their  regiments,  were 
much  cheaper  to  the  public  than 
thofe  of  others* 

The  nobl6  American  Secretary 
took  the  fame  ground,  and  fpoke 
in  the  higheft  terms  of  Colonel 
Fullarton's  condudt  and  charafter. 
He  faid,   that  he  had  been  a^uat- 


cd  merely  by  pure  fpirit  and  zeal 
on  this  occafion ;  asi  to  his  know- 
ledge, he  had  given  up  a  much 
more  lucrative  employment,  in 
order  to  ferve  his  country  in  this 
arduous  and  critical  moment. 
No  infult  or  injury  had  been  of- 
fered to  the  fervice  by  accepting  of 
his  offer  to  raife  a  regiment.  It 
was  wanted  for  a  fpecial  purpofe 
on  a  fudden  ;  a  very  gallant  and 
advantageous  offer  was  made,  and 
at  that  time  there  were  no  other 
offers,  fo  that  other  men  could 
not  be  preferred.  Hints  were 
alfo  thrown  out,  that  fome  parti- 
culars had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
which  ought  to  give  him  a  pre- 
ference in  the  fervice,  to  which  he 
was  particularly  deftined. 

A  general  officerj  on  the  other 
fide,  obferved,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lieut.  Gen<  Frazer  to  a 
high  command  in  the  laft  war,  was 
not  a  militaryi  but  a  political 
meafure.  That  the  idea  was  a 
very  wife  one;  and  the  effedl  of 
the  meafure  equalled  the  wifdomi 
of  the  defign.  It  was  intended 
to  wear  away  the  inveterate  pre- 
judices, which  feveral  of  the 
northern  clans  of  Scotland  had 
entertained  againft  government ; 
and  it  not  only  effeftually  rooted 
out  thofe  ancient  animofities>  but 
it  converted  the  moft  difaffefted 
and  dangerous  of  thofe  people, 
into  excellent  regiments  of  hardy 
foldiers,  who  inftead  of  being  in- 
ternal enemies,  fought  bravely  in 
our  fervice  abroad. 

Another  general  officer,  of  high 
military  rank  and  reputation ; 
who  has  not  been  engaged  in  any 
aftive  fervice  during  the  prcfent 
war,  and  who  once  fiUed  a  very 
high  civil  department  of  the  ftat^ 
declared,  that  he  ihould  not  oppofe 
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the  eflamate  in  the  grofs,  as  he  had 
no  objeftion  to  fome  of  the  new 
corps  :  but  he  muft  oppofe  that 
particular  corps,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  a  gentleman, 
who  had  no  military  ikill,  and  no 
military  rank.  For  though  he 
highly  efteemed  the  private  cha- 
rafter  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  he  muft 
think  it  an  injury  to  the  army  that 
he  fhould  have  the  command  of  a 
regular  regiment,  when  there  were 
fo  many  veteran  majors,  who  had 
the  joint  preteniions,  of  wounds, 
experience,  and  fervice,  to  plead 
for  preference.  The  military  gen- 
tlemen on  that  fide,  (who  were 
thofe  only  that  fpoke  at  all  upon 
the  fubjeft)  obferved  in  general, 
that  it  muft  be  a  ftrange  objeft  of 
entcrprize,  which  a  regiment  of 
raw  recruits,  headed  by  a  leader 
totally  inexperienced  in  martial 
matters,  were  deemed  the  fittcft 
inftruments  for  carrying  through 
with  eifeft. 

The  reafon  given  by  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war  for  the  appointent  of 
the  new  colonel,  viz.  his  ailive 
and  enterprizing  fpirit,  was  re- 
probated on  the  other  fide  in  ra- 
ther fevere  terms.  It  was  faid  to 
be  a  diredl  libel  on  the  whole  Bri- 
tifh  army ;  it  was  no  lefs  than  fay- 
ing, that  the  men,  who  at  prefent 
compofed  the  army,  were  defi- 
cient in  thofe  qualities  of  enter- 
prize  and  fpirit ;  and  were  accord- 
ingly incapable  through  that  de- 
few,  notwithftanding  their  mili- 
tary (kill  and  experience,  of  un- 
dertaking the  particular  fervice  for 
which  that  gentleman  was  def- 
tined  and  qualified.— It  was  like- 
wife  replied  to  the  American  fe- 
cretary,  that  it  was  Angular  he 
Ihould  rife  in  vindication  of  a  gen- 
tlemdn-  who  hod  uot   been    at- 


tacked, and  fay  nothing  in  de- 
fence of  minifters,  againft  whom 
the  whole  ftrength  of  the  de- 
bate had  gone. The  reafon,  in- 
deed, he  gave  for  the  appointment 
was,  they  faid,  curious.  No  other 
offers,  he  faid,  were  then  made— 
yas  that  a  reafon  for  accepting 
this  ?  No  other  offers  for  that  par^ 
ticular  provifion  could  be  made,  as 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  was  only 
known  to  the  gentleman  in  quef- 
tion. 

The  queftion  before  the  com- 
mittee, was,  whether  the  fums 
allotted  in  the  eftimates  for  the 
railing  and  fupport  of  the  new 
corps  fhould  be  agreed  to.  The 
queftion  being  refpeftively  put  on 
Col.  Holroyd's  dragoons,  and 
Col.  Humberftone's  corps,  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion.  But 
with  refpeft  to  Col.  Fullarton's 
corps,  the  committee  divided, 
when  the  queftion  was  carried  for 
granting  the  fum  propofed  in  the 
eftimate,  by  a  majority  of  102 
to  66. 

But  the  fucceeding  ^pril  6th, 
day,  was  to  diftinguifh       ^  ' 

the  prefent  feffion  from  every  other 
fince  the  revolution  ;  and  was 
iikewife  to  lay  the  ground  for 
thofe  fubfequent  events,  whick 
brought  out  fo  much  immediate 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  relative  to 
the  fluftuatlon  of  condti£l  or  prin- 
ciple-in  no  fmall  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  which  have  finally  affixed  a 
charge,  at  leaft,  of  inconfiftency, 
which  will  not  foon  be  worn  off, 
upon  the  charafter  of  that  parlia- 
ment.  That  day  was  deftined,  by 
a  previous  order,  to  the  taking 
into  confideration  the  petitions  of 
the  people  of  England ;  amount- 
ing to  about  forty  in  number ; 
4  and 
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And  conveying  their  fentiments  and 
names  in  fuch  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  parchment,  as  feemed  rather 
calculated  to  bury  than  to  cover  the 
fpeaker's  table. 

The  bufinefs  was  opened,  and 
the  fubjedt  delineated  by  Mr.  Dun- 
ning. It  feems  almoft  needlcfs  to 
add,  that  the  arrangement  was 
cleiar,  and  the  repreientation 
ftrong  and  accurate.  He  obfej-ved, 
that  independent  of  all  other"  great 
public  objefts  recommended  by 
the  petitions  to  the  care  and  atten- 
tion of  parliament,  and  which, 
according  to  the  different  ideas  of 
the  various  claffes  of  petitioners, 
were  of  a  various  nature,  there 
was,  however,  one  great  funda- 
mental point  on  which  they  all 
hinged.  This  was,  the  fetting 
iimits  to  the  increafed,  dangerous, 
and  unconftitutional  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  an  ceconomical 
expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. For  although  thefe  feemed 
to  be  feparate  objefts  ;  yet  they 
might  be  fairly  confolidated  into 
one  great  principle.  For  inftance, 
if  the  public  money  was  faithful- 
ly applied,  and  frugally  expended, 
that  woiild,  in  its  effedl,  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown  ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in- 
fluence was  reflirained  within  its 
natural  and  conftitutional  bounds, 
it  would  immediately  reflore  the 
loft  energy  of  parliament,  and  once 
more  give  efficacy  to  the  exercife 
of  that  great  power,  of  feeing  to 
the  difpofal,  and  controuling  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
with  which  the  conftitution  had 
particularly  inverted  that  houfe. 

He  took  a  Ihort  but  accurate 
view  of  the  feveral  queftions 
which  had  hitherto  been  agitated 
Tipwi  the  fubjcd,    wit3i  a-  critical 


inveftigation  of  the  different 
grounds  on  which  they  were  fup- 
ported  and  oppofed.  Mr.  Burke's 
fcheme  of  reform,  held  the  firlt 
place  in  this  courfe  of  examination; 
which  he  defcribed,  with  refpeft 
to  the  labour  and  difficulty  of  the 
talk,  the  number  and  magnitude 
of  the  various  and  complicated 
objeOs  which  it  embraced,  and 
the  heterogeneous  and  difcordant 
nature  of  that  chaos  of  matter, 
which  he  had  feparated,  reduced, 
and  by  a  new  arrangement  com- 
bined in  fuch  admirable  light  and 
order,  as  one  of  the  iirft  efforts  of 
human  ability  and  genius ;  and  as 
equally  affording  an  inftance  of 
uncommon  zeal,  unrivalled  induf- 
try,  and  of  invincible  perfeverance. 
He  obferved,  that  this  fcheme 
was  partly  upon  the  plan  of  the 
petitions;  that  if  it  did  not  em- 
brace every  thing  that  was  de- 
fcribed or  pointed  to  in  the  peti- 
tions, it  contained  nothing  that 
was  not  confonant  to  their  letter 
and  fpirit ;  nor  did  it  exclude  or 
determine  againft  a  fyllable  of 
their    contents.  ■  The    hiftory 

which  he  gave  of  the  original  re- 
ception of  that  fcheme  ;  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  eftablifhment  bill, 
and  of  the  various  oppofition 
which  it  encountered,  unto  the  late 
defeat,  which  he  considered  as  its 
final  cataftrophe,  was  highly  curi- 
ous, interefting,  and  full  of  keen 
political  obfervation. 

With  refpeft  to  the  firft  article, 
Mr.  Dunning  drew  a  diftinftion, 
(not  very  honourable  to  thofe 
whom  it  afFe£ted)  between  the  ge- 
nuine fentiments  of  the  houfe, 
when  afting  from  their  own  imme- 
diate feelings  and  perceptions,  and 
the  impreffions  afterwards  made 
Upon  them  from  without.  To 
[LJ  3  the 
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the  firft  he  attributed  the  univer- 
fal  applaufe  and  the  high  eulo- 
giums,  which  Mr.  Burke's  pro- 
policions  received  on  their  being 
£rft  opened  to  the  houfe.  The 
temper  and  difpofition  which  af- 
terwards appeared,  he  was  con- 
vinced originated  out  of  that 
houl'e;  and  would  never  otherwife 
liave  prevailed  within  its  walls. 

for  after  fuch  general  approba- 
tion, .  the  bill  was  let  down  foftly. 
Firft,  it  contained  fome  matter 
worthy  of  approbation,  then,  it 
was  doubtful ;  at  laft,  it  was 
fundamentally  wrong  and  danger- 
ous. 

He  obferved,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  very  important  conteft  on 
different  parts  of  the  eftablifhment 
bill,  notwithftanding  the  dexterity 
ufed  on  the  other  fide,  fome  mat 
ters  of  great  public  concern  were 
brought  unwillingly  out  ;  and 
whiph  indeed  were  the  caufe  for 
his  entering  at  prefent  upon  the 
fubjed.  Particularly,  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  firft  claufe  of  that 
bill,  for  abolilhing  the  office  of  a 
third  fecretary  of  ftate,  two  fun  - 
damental  points  were  brought  into 
controverfy.  It  had  been  affirmed, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  not  too  great.  It  had  been 
afferted,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  even  fuch  as  it  was  ftated 
to  be  in  argument,  was  conftitu- 
tional  and  nece^Tary  :  and  it  had 
alfo  been  afl!erted,  that  the  other 
point  infifted  on  in  the  petitions, 
the  enquiry  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  was  a 
buflnefs  not  competent  to  that 
houfe.  After  taking  notice  how 
the  minifter  fhrunk  from  the  con- 
teft, when  it  was  ftrenuoufly  endea 
voured  on  his  fide,  to  bring  the 
queftion  forward  to  abide  the  deci- 


fion  of  the  houfe  ;  he  obferved 
that  the  claufe  was,  however,  loft, 
under  pretence  that  the  office  was 
not  ufelefs,  or  if  it  was,  that  no 
evidence  of  its  being  ufelefs  ap- 
peared. 

The  next  claufe,  he  faid,  rela- 
tive to  the  abolition  of  the  board 
of  trade,  was  oppofed  on  the  fame 
oftenfible  ground  of  its  not  being 
ufelefs.  The  minifter,  however, 
befides  the  oftenfible  ground,  main- 
tained both  the  other  dodlrines, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
Was  not  too  much,  and  that  par- 
liament had  no  right  to  controul 
the  Civil  Lift  Expenditure  ;  but 
the  houfe  was  not  to  be  drove. 
The  houfe  revolted,  and  the  claufe 
for  aboliftiing  the  board  of  trade 
was  carried  by  a  fmall  majority. 

The  next  claufe  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment bill,  Mr.  Dunning  obferved, 
was  openly '  oppofed  on  principle  ; 
and  that  principle  fupported,  in 
one  ftiape  or  other,  by  a  great  ma- 
jority of  that  houfe.  like  king's 
houlhold  was  deemed  facred ;  it 
was  not  to  be  touched  ;  a  diftinc- 
tion  was  made  by  fome  of  thofe 
who  gave  the  minifter  that  majo- 
rity :  ufelefs  places  wliich  related 
to  the  funftions  of  the  ftate,  they 
held,  might  be  aboliftied  ;  but  the 
king's  revenue,  for  the  fupport  of 
his  houfliold,  was  his  own  perfonal 
revenue,  with  which  parliament 
neither  had,    nor   could  have   any 

thing  to  do. That  dpcifion  he 

confidered  as  giving  the  deathr 
wound  to  his  friend's  bill. 

The  next  attempt,  he  pbferved, 
made  in  purfuance  of  the  petitions, 
or  in  compliance  with  the  wifties 
of  the  people,  was  that  by  Col. 
Barre,  for  inftituting  a  committee 
of  accounts.  But  the  noble  mif 
nifter,  he   faid,   after  freely  pro^ 

iriifing 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      [167 

confidered  of  little  or  no  impor- 
tance ;  to  the  minifter's  runaway 
bill,  which  was  as  direft  an  infult  to 
that  houfe,  as  it  was  a  bare  faced 
mockery  of  their  conftituents ;  and 
to  the  contraftor's  bill,  which  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  predift 
will  ftill  mifcarry ;  or  if  that  hop« 
Ihould  fail,  openly  boaft,  that  fuch 
means  are  contrived  as  will  de- 
feat all  its  purpofes.  Such,  he 
faid,  was  the  manner  in  which 
the  dutiful  petitions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  had  hitherto  been 
treated. 

He  then  dated,  that  as  every 
other  means  had  failed  of  produc- 
ing any  effeft  adequate  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions,  he  thought 
ft  his  duty,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  houfe,  to  take  fome  determi- 
nate meafure,  by  which  the  people 
might  know,  without  equivoca- 
tion, what  they  had  to  truft  to, 
and  whether  their  petitions  werfc 
adopted  or  rejefted.  To  bring 
both  the  points  contefled  between 
the  petitioners  and  minifters  fairly 
to  iffue,  he  fhould  frame  two 
propofitions,  abftradled  from  the 
petitions  on  the  table,  and  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  committee  upon 
them.  He  meant,  that  they  fhould 
be  Ihort,  and  as  fimple  as  poffible, 
fo  as  to  draw  forth  a  direft  affirma- 


mifmg  his  full  afllftance  to  the 
mealure,  well  forefeeing,  that  it 
would  bring  out  many  things  ex- 
tremely irkfome  and  unpleafant  to 
himfelf,  defeated  the  defign,  by 
running  a  race  with  his  honour- 
able friend  for  the  bill,  and  fnatch- 
ing  it  out  of  his  hands,  where  it 
had  been  placed,  by  the  unanimous 
voice  and  approbation  of  that 
houfe.  He  heavily  cenfured  the 
manoeuvre  of  the  minifter  in  this 
bufmefs,  both  as  it  refpefted  him 
in  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
and  in  that  of  his  public  capacity  : 
nor  did  he  lefs  condemn  his  fublli- 
tuted  bill  for  a  commiffion  of  ac- 
counts, which  he  defcribed  as 
being  totally  unprofitable,  if  not 
worfe. 

Two  other  efforts,  he  obferved, 
were  made  towards  anfwering  one 
of  the  principal  objefts  of  the  peti- 
tioners, by  leffening  the  influence 
of  the  crown  in  that  houfe.  The 
one  was  Sir  George  Saville's  mo- 
tion for  the  produdlion  of  the  pen- 
fion  lift ;  which  was  excellently 
calculated  for  anfwering  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  which  he  had  the  mor  • 
tification  of  feeing  defeated  like 
the  foregoing.  The  other  was 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke's  bill 
for  the  exclufion  of  contradlors  ; 
which  had  the  good  fortune  of  be- 
ing carried  through  that  houfe. 

Thus,  the  whole  of  what  had 
been  obtained,  in  confequence  of 
that  pile  of  parchment  before 
them,  containing  the  fentiments, 
the  prayers,  and  the  petitions  of 
above  one  hundred  thoufand  elec- 
tors, and  through  fuch  laudable 
efforts,  fuch  late  and  frequent  dif- 
cufTion,  and  fo  many  arduous 
ftruggles  within  the  houfe,  a- 
mounted  only  to  a  fxngle  claufe  in 
the  eftablifhment  bill,  which  fland- 
ing  naked,    as    it  did,   could  be 


tive  or  negative. 

He  then  moved  his  firft  propo- 
fition,  "  That  the  influence  of 
the  crown  has  increafed,  is  increaf- 
ing,  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed." 
— He  fupported  his  motion  princi- 
pally upon  the  public  notoriety  of 
the  faft ;  and  difclaimed  feeking 
for  that  kind  of  explicit  proofs, 
which,  as  they  were  neceffary, 
were  likewife  eafily  obtained  m 
other  cafes  ;  but  which,  in  this 
being  imprafticable,  it  was  of 
courfe  ridiculous  to  require.  The 
[L]  j^  queftion. 
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qu^ftion,  he  faidj,  muft  be  decided 
by  the  confciences  of  thofe,  who 
as  a  jury  were  called  upon  to  de- 
termine, what  was  or  was  not 
within  thgir  knowledgc-^r-He  ob- 
ferved,  however,  as  a  collateral 
circumftance  of  evidence,  that  no- 
thing  lefs  than  the  molt  alarming 
»nd  corrupt  influence,  could  induce 
a  njpmber  of  gentlemen  in  that 
hgute,  to  fuppprt  the  minifter  by 
their  votes  in  thofe  meafures  within 
-  doors,  which  they  condemned  and 
reprobated  without.  That  this 
was  the  cafe,  and  ■within  his  own 
iiomediate  knowledge,  he  declared 
upon  his  honour ;  and  added,  that 
though  he  was  not  himfelf  very 
fqucfimifh,  nor  over-delicate,  in 
giving  his  opinion  upon  the  mea- 
fures of  adminiftration,  he  had 
never  indulged  himfelf  in  throw- 
ing upon  them  fuch  fevere  epi- 
thets, as  had  fallen  in  his  prefence 
from  the  mouths  of  members  a- 
broad,  who,  notwithftanding,  lup- 
ported  them  within  thofe  walls ; 
nor  was  the  number  fmall,  for, 
but  that  the  tafk  would  be  too  in- 
vidious, he  could  mention  no  lefs 
than  fifty  members  of  that  houfe, 
who  had  held  that  language  and' 
conduct. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini- 
Jflers  and  their  friends  contended, 
that  the  refolution  now  moved  was 
clearly  an  abfiraft  propofition.— 
The  learned  gentleman  had  de- 
clared, th^t  he  would  not  inform 
the  houfe  what  further  meafures 
he  intended  to  graft  upon  his  in- 
tended rcfolutions  ;  this  afforded 
to  them  all  the  properties,  and 
even  the  exat^  definition  of  an  ab- 
ftradil  queft^on.  There  were,  to  be 
fure,  inftances  in  the  records  of 
parliament,  in  which  abftratt  quef- 
lions   were  moved  and  agreed  to; 


but  they  were  very  improper  ex- 
amples to  be  followed ;  and  in 
general,  even  in  thofe  cafes,  they 
related  to  fome  previous  proceed- 
ings in  the  houfe,  fome  difputed 
point,  fome  fubjeft  of  controverfy 
under  difcuffion,  in  which  the 
fcnfe  of  the  houfe  was  particularly 
called  for.  When  this  happened 
not  to  be  the  cafe,  the  perfon  who 
propofed  to  the  houfe  to  vote  an 
abftradl  qaeftion,  having  a  pro- 
fpeftive  view  to  meafures  which 
were  to  be  engrafted  in  it,  was 
bound  by  the  nature  of  the  requi- 
fition,  to  explain  what  thofe  mea- 
fures were  intended  to  be  ;  other- 
wife,  one  of  thofe  two  things  might 
happen,  either  that  the  houfe 
fhouid  vote  an  abftraft  queftion  to 
no  manner  of  purpofe,  or  that  after 
haying  agreed  to  the  leading  pro- 
pofition, they  might,  notwith- 
ftanding, be  under  a  neceffity  of 
rejefting  the  meafure  to  be  en- 
grafted on  it,  although  that  mea- 
fure might  well  bear  a  ftrong  feem- 
ing  relation  to  the  antecedent  re- 
folution ;  a  circumftance  which 
would  throw  a.  difgraceful  appear- 
ance of  inconfiftency  and  abfurdity 
upon  their  proceedings.  „ ,, 

The  propofed  refolution,  they; 
faid,  came  fully  within  thefe  pre- 
dicaments. It  was  purely  abftra<Sl,, 
as  not  being  connefted  with  aay 
one  meafqre  whatever;  it  pointed 
to  no  remedy,  nor  was  it  appa^  • 
rently  defigned  to  av^rt  any  evil. 
Many  gentlemen  in  that  houfe 
might  poflibly  think,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  was  reajly, 
increafing  ;  others,  that  it  was  in- 
creafed  ;  and  fome,  perhaps,  that 
it  ought  to  be  diminifhed.  Thefe, 
through  their  ignorance  of  what 
was  to  follow,  might  vote  for  the 
abftradl    propofition    fimply   as  it; 
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Hood ;  and  yet  might  afterwards 
totally  difapprove  of  the  meafure 
with  which  the  learned  gentleman 
intended  to  fdlow  it  up ;  whereas, 
if  the  meafure  of  correftion  had  ac- 
companied the  faft  of  abufe,  they 
would,  from  a  knowledge  of  its 
tendency,  have  rejefted  the  quef- 
tion  in  the  abftraft. 

They  objefted  to  the  total  want 
of  evidence  to  fupport  the  fafts ; 
and  could  for  themfelves  anfwer 
that  they  were  wholly  unfounded. 
The  flightell:  view  of  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs  would  direftly  over- 
throw the  whole  fuppofition.  Was 
it  a  time  when  America  was  loft. ! 
it  was  feared  irretrievably  loft  ! 
when  that  lofs  was  fucceeded  by 
a  war  with  France,  and  another 
with  Spain ;  was  it  a  time,  after 
fo  long  a  feries  of  difappointments, 
untoward  events,  ill  fuccefs  and 
lofles,  and  all  the  unpopular  con- 
fequences  incident  to  fuclj  a  ftate 
of  things,  to  fuppofe  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  was  in- 
creafed  ?  The  people  were  hea- 
vily burthened  ;  they  forefaw  an 
increafe  of  thofe  burthens  daily 
approaching ;  they  felt  the  lofs  of 
America ;  they  were  difappointed 
and  out  of  temper ;  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  to  talk  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  was  abfurd  and  pre- 
pofterous. 

It  was  belides  argued  to  be  un- 
fair and  unjuft  with  refpeft  to  the 
prefent  adminiftration.  It  would 
appear,  they  faid,  if  the  prefent 
refolution  was  adopted,  at  leaft  tp 
the  people  without  doors,  that  tliis 
influence  had  originated,  and  was 
daily  increaling,  under  the  pre- 
fent adminiftration.  This  implied 
a  cenfure  of  fo  fevere  a  nature,  as 
called  for  the  moft  found  and  fub- 
ftantial  proof  before  it   fhould  h^ 


admitted,  much  lefs  eftablilhed  by 
a  vote  of  parliament.  For  if  any 
fuch  influence  exifted  at  all,  ''  it 
muft  have  exifted  before  the  pre- 
fent minifters  were  born  ;  but  the 
charge  was  not  accopipanied  or 
fupported  by  a  fmgle  argument, 
which  could  diftin^uilh  this  admi- 
niftration even  from  any  other  dur- 
ing the  prefent  reign. 

They  farther  urged,  that  the 
prefent  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
government  of  this  country  had 
continued  the  fame  exadtly  from 
the  revolution  downwards ;  and 
unlefs  fome  proof  were  ftiewn  that 
an  influence,  whatever  that  might 
be,  exifted  at  prefent,  diiferent 
from  that  which  was  fuppofed  to 
exift  in  former  times,  the  prefent 
vote  would  be  replete  with  danger 
to  the  conftitution  ;  for  it  would 
tend  to  alter  that  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment, which  had  been  elta- 
bliflied  by  our  forefathers  ;  and 
which  had  been  approved  of,  con- 
tinued, and  confirmed,  by  feveral 
fucceeding  generations. 

The  aflertion,  as  to  the  repro- 
bation of  the  meafures  of  minifters 
without  doors,  by  thofe  who  had 
fupported  them  within,  v/as  bit- 
terly refented.  The  faft  itfcl'f 
feemed  to  be  doubted,  as  much  as 
propriety  would  admit;  of ;  and  a 
court  lord,  after  every  poffible  de- 
gree of  execration  of  fuch  men,  if 
they  really  exifted,  called  upon 
them  to  quit  his  fide  of  the  houfc, 
and  to  go  over  to  the  other,  em- 
phatically crying  out,  *'  Go,  you 
worft  of  men,  be  your  hearts  and 
motives  ever  fo  corrupt,  preferve. 
fome  appearance  of  principle  aad 
decency,  and  fupport  thofe  prin-^, 
ciples  in  publip,  which  you  ap~ 
prove  of,  ^nd  fecretly  avow,  i^k 
private." 

The 
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The  fpeaker,  on  this  day,  took  a 
decided  part  in  fupport  of  the  mo- 
tion. He  obferved,  that  however 
irkfome  it  was  to  him  to  take  any 
part  in  their  debates,  and  however 
"  cautious  he  was,  and  ought  to  be, 
of  obtruding  his  own  private  opi- 
nions on  the  houfe,  there  were 
cafes,  and  he  confidered  the  pre- 
fent  as  one  of  them,  in  which  it 
would  be  criminal  in  him  to  re- 
main filent.  The  queftion  before 
them,  he,  faid,  was  of  infinite  con- 
fequcnce  to  that  houfe,  and  to  the 
people  at  large  ;  both  were  under 
the  greateft  obligation  to  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  who  had  brought  it 
under  difcuffion  ;  and  however  it 
might  be  determined,  he  was 
happy  in  the  opportunity  which  it 
afforded  him  of  difcharging  his 
duty,  as  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
both  to  his  conftituents,  and  to  his 
country  in  general. 

He  denied  that  the  queftion  was 

in  any  degree  abftraft ;   it    was  a 

queftion  of  faft.     What  were  the 

fafts  ?     It  defired  the  houfe  to  re- 

folve  in  the  firft  inftance,  that  the 

influence    of   the  crown   was    in- 

creafed  ;    who  would    doubt   the 

truth  of  that  faft  ?" — That  it  is  in- 

creafmg ;  could  any  man  doubt  of 

that  either  ?    He  believed  not.     If 

there  was  any  fuch  perfon  prefent, 

he  was  fure  that  he  was  not  him- 

felf  that  perfon.     He  had  feen  fo 

many  inftances    of    both  fince  he 

had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in   that 

houfe,  as   fufficiently  juftified  him 

in  faying,  that  the  influence  of  the 

crown  had  increafed,  and  was  in- 

creafmg.      The   petitions    on   the 

table  averred  the  faft;   it  was  the 

duty  of  that  houfe  to  fay  whether 

it  was  or  was  not  fo.     It  was   an 

allegation     which    called    for    no 

proofs  J  it  did  not  indeed  admit  of 


any.  It  could  only  be  known  to 
the  members  of  that  houfe,  and 
they  were  the  only  perfons  com- 
petent to  refolve  it ;  for  fuch  were 
the  circumftances  of  the  affair,  that 
if  it  were  even  proved  by  evidence, 
they  only  could  know  whether  the 
evidence  was  true  or  falfe.  They 
were  bound  as  jurors,  by  the  con- 
viftion  arifmg  in  their  own  minds, 
and  were  obliged  to  determine  ac- 
cordingly. 

He  appealed  to  the  feelings 
and  experience  of  gentlemen  who 
heard  him,  if  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  not  increafed,  was  not 
daily  increafmg,  and  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  that  houfe  to 
limit  it  ?  He  profeffed  himfelf  a 
friend  to  the  legal  conftitutional 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  ;  but  he 
contended  that  thefc  afforded  the 
only  legitimate  influence,  which  it 
could  have,  or  ought  to  exercife ; 
and  afked,  whether  it  was  not  a 
very  vain  and  idle  thing  to  limit 
or  mete  out  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  while  they  permitted  ano- 
ther, and  much  more  dangerous, 
becaufe  a  concealed  influence,  to 
operate  in  their  ftead. 

He  further  obferved,  that  the 
fpecies  of  government  eftabliflied 
in  this  country,  under  its  true  and 
proper  definition  of  a  monarchy  li- 
mited by  law,  he  was  free  to  fay, 
required  no  other  afliftance  for  the 
exercife  of  its  functions,  than  what 
it  derived  from  the  conftitution 
and  the  laws.  That  the  powers 
vefted  in  the  executive  part  of  go- 
vernment, and  in  his  opinion  wife- 
ly placed  there,  were  ample  and 
fufficient  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
good  government,  and  without  any 
further  aid,  were  much  too  ample 
for  the  purpofes  of  bad  govern- 
ment ;     aiid    he    thought    himfelf 
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l>ound  as  an  honeft  man  to  declare, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  had 
increafed  far  beyond  the  ideas  of 
a  monarchy  ftridly  limited  in  its 
nature  and  extent. 

Such  doftrines  and  opinions, 
coming  from  fuch  an  authority, 
could  not  but  produce  fome  con- 
fiderable  eft'eft.  The  fpeaker  like- 
wife  obferved  to  the  committee, 
that  it  might  poffibly  be  very  gall- 
ing to  them  to  be  informed  of  their 
duty  by  the  petitioners  ;  but  they 
ihould  recoUedl  that  it  was  entire- 
ly their  own  fault.  He  was  forry, 
in  one  fenfe,  to  feethofe  petitions 
before  them  ;  becaufe  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  houfe,  confcious 
of  its  own  duty,  fhould  have  pre- 
vented the  neceflity.  What  the 
petitioners  now  demanded,  Ihould 
have  originated  within  their  own 
walls ;  and  then,  what  now  would 
bear  too  much  the  appearance  of 
compulfion,  would  have  been  re- 
ceived with  gratitude  on  the  one 
fide,  and  conferred  with  credit  and 
a  good  grace  on  the  other.  But  at 
any  rate  they  were  to  confider,  that 
they  were  then  fitting  as  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  and 
folely  for  their  advantage  and  be- 
nefit ;  and  that  they  in  duty  ftood 
pledged  to  that  people,  who  were 
their  creators,  for  the  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  their  truft. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scodand, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  negative  to 
the  motion,  propofed  to  ftrengthen 
the  propofition  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as,  he  thought,  muft  of  neceflity 
pccafion  its  rejedion.  He  accord- 
ingly moved  as  an  amendment  the 
following  words,  "  That  it  is 
**  now  neceflfary  to  declare^"  an  a- 
mendment  which  the  oppofltion 
(undoubtedly  from  a  fenfe  of  their 
Arength)     readily,    and     perhaps 


unexpeftedly  agreed  to.  The 
amended  queftion  then  ftood 
thus, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  it  is  now  ne-» 
ceflary  to  declare,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  is  increafed,  in- 
creafmg,  and  ought  to  be  dimi- 
niflied. 

The  committee  divided  about 
12  o'clock,  when  the  motion  fo 
amended  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  18;  the  numbers  being 
233,  who  fupported  Mr.  Dun* 
ning's  propofition,  to  215,  who 
voted  with  adminiftration  againft 
it.  Thus  the  minifter,  a  fecond 
time  in  this  feflion,  found  himfelf 
in  a  minority. 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved  his 
fecond  propofition,  "  That  it  is 
'  competent  to  this  houfe  to  exa- 

*  mine  into,  and  to  correft  abufes 
in  the   expenditure  of  the  civil 

*  lift    revenues,    as    well    as    in 

*  every  other  branch  of  the  pub- 

*  lie   revenue,   whenever   it    ftiall 
'  feem   expedient  to  the  wifdom 

*  of  this  houfe  lb  to  do." 
Although  the  minifter  requefted 

that  the  committee  would  not  pro- 
ceed any  farther  that  night,  the 
queftion  was  notwithftanding  put^ 
and  carried  without  a  divifion. 
But  the  new  majority,  after  the 
vexation  of  fo  many  years  labour 
in  the  ineffedtive  efforts  of  a  mi- 
nority, were  now  determined  to 
make  the  moft  of  the  advantages 
afforded  by  their  new  fituation. 
Mr.  T.  Pitt,  accordingly  (who 
had  taken  a  moft  aftive  and  fpi- 
rited  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
day)  moved  the  following  refolu- 
tion,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
commitcee,  "  that  it  is  the  duty 
"  of  this  houfe  to  provide,  as  far 
"  as  may  be,  an  immediate  and 
"  effieftual  redrefs  of  the  abufes 
*'  const- 
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**  complained  of  in  the  petitions 
**  prefented  to  this  houfe,  from 
**  the  dift'erent  counties,  cities, 
"  and  towns  in  this  icingdom." 

The  minifter  again"  intreated 
and  implored,  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  before,  that  the  com- 
mittee would  not  proceed  any  far- 
ther for  that  night.  No  g;round  of 
argument  being  taken  ag^inft,  nor 
oppofition  whatever  made  to  this 
conclufive  motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  without  an  appa- 
rent diflent. 

The  buftnefs  was  not,  however, 
vet  over.  The  houfe  being  re- 
lumed, Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  the 
refolutions  fhould  be  immediately- 
reported.  This  was  oppofed  by 
the  minifter,  with  all  tl^e  force  he 
yet  retained,  as  being  unufual, 
vident,  and  arbitrary.  But  the 
torrent  was  too  ftrong  to  be  re- 
filled. The  refolutiong  were  fevc- 
j-ally  reported  and  received  ;  and, 
after  being  read  a  firft  and  fecond 
time,  were  agreed  to,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  houfe,  without  a 
divifion. 

Such  was  the  complete  and  de- 
cifive  vidory  gained,  in  behalf  of 
«he  petitions,  by  the  oppofition,  on 
that  extraordinary  and  memorable 
day.  The  exultation  and  triumph 
on  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  was  only 
equalled  by  the  evident  depreffion 
and  difmay  which  prevailed  on 
•he  fide  of  adminiftration.  In- 
d:eed  the  appearance  of  things  wa? 
•fofticient  to  ilrike  the  boldeil:  with 
"Jifmav  ;  nor  does  it  feem,  that 
any  proportion  could  have  been 
brought  fairly  before  the  houfe  on 
that  night,  which,  in  the  fpiiit 
that  then  prevailed,  would  not 
kave  been  carried  againft  the  mi- 
ttiftcrs.  Wiien  the  nature  and 
tfee  tendency  of  the  quellions   are 


confidered,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  carried,  is  atten- 
tively viewed,  fcarcely  any  thing 
more  important  feems  to  have 
been  fo  propofed  and  carried  fince 
the  revolution.  The  fyftem  of  the 
court  was  fhaken  to  its  founda- 
tions. Without  doors,  the  joy 
and  triumph  in  moft  parts  of 
England,  as  well  in  ntoft  of  the 
counties  that  did  not  petition,  as 
in  thofe  that  did,  was  great  and 
general  ;  and  though  not  dif- 
played'in  the  fame  manner,  would 
not  perhaps  have  been  exceeded, 
on  occafion  of  the  moft  decifive 
viftory  over  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  can  be  no  matter  of  furprize, 
that  under  the  prefTure  of  fuch 
circumftances,  and  pulhed  without 
mercy  on  all  fides  as  he  was,  the 
minifter  Ihould  in  fome  inftances 
be  thrown  oiF  his  guard  fo  much, 
as  to  fhew  ftrong  marks  of  indig- 
nation and  refentmerit  ;  more  ef- 
pecially  when  keen  perfonal  re- 
proach was  fuperadded  to  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  misfortune.  This 
efteft  was  particularly  produced  by 
the  feverity  of  fome  ftriftures 
thrown  out  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt ; 
who  obferved,  that  there  could 
not  be  a  more  indubitable  proof  of 
the  enormous  and  deftrudtive  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  than  that 
noble  lord  afforded  in  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  his  prefent  office,  after  fo 
many  years  of  lofs,  misfortune, 
and  calamity,  as  had  already 
marked  the  fatal  courfe  of  his  ad- 
miniftration. He  af^ed,  whether 
that  noble  lord  had  rot  loft  Ante- 
rica  ?  Whether  he  had  not  fquan- 
dered  many  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  wafted  rivers  of 
blood  of  the  fubjefts  of  Great 
Britain.  And  yet,  though  the 
whole  country  with  one  voice  cried 
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out  againft  him,  and  execrated  Iiis 
American  war,  the  noble  lord  ftill 
held  his  place.  Could  this  pof- 
fibly  be  afcribed  to  any  other  caufe 
than  to  the  overgrown  influence  of 
the  crown,  along  with  that  dar- 
ing exertion  of  it,  which  fets  the 
voice  and  the  interefts  of  the  peo- 
ple at  naught.  The  noble  lord, 
he  faid,  had  funk  and  degraded 
the  honour  of  Great  Britain ;  the 
name  of  an  Ejiglilhman  was  now 
no  longer  a  matter  to  be  proud  of ; 
the  time  had  been  when  it  was  the 
envy  of  all  the  world  :  it  had 
been  the  introdudtion  to  univerfal 
refpeft,  but  the  noble  lord  had 
contrived  to  fmk  it  almoll  beneath 
contempt.  He  had  rendered  his 
countrymen  and  their  country  def- 
picable  in   the  eyes  of  every  other 

power. It  muft  have  required 

more  than  a  common  ftock  of  phi- 
lofophy  to  remain  unmoved,  un- 
der fuch  a  weight  of  invective, 
and  under  charges  of  fuch.  a  na- 
ture. 

-     .,       V  On  the  next  day  of 

Apnl  loth.  bufinefs,  the  houfe  be- 
ing in  a  committee  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  petitions,  Mr.  Dunning,  in 
purfuance  of  his  plan,  moved  a 
the  following  pur- 
order  to  fecure  the 
of  parliament,  and 
fafpicions  of  its  pu- 
rity, that  within  feven  days  after 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  every 
feffion,  there  be  laid  before  that 
houfe,  by  the  proper  officer,  an  ac- 
count of  all  monies  paid  out  of 
tlie  civil  lift,  or  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  or  for  the  ufe, 
or  in  truft,  for  any  member  of 
parliament,  fmce  the  laH  recefs, 
by  every  perfon  who  fhall  liave 
paid  the    fame. 

This   motion    was    but    faintly 


refolution  to 
port.  That  in 
independence 
to  obviate  all 


oppofed  ;  the  principal  groimds  of 
argument  being,  that  the  com- 
mons paffing  refolutions,  which 
were  in  fadl  tefts,  might  occafion 
fome  '  difference  with  the  other 
houfe  ;  and  the  old  doftrine,  of 
the  indelicacy  of  fuppohng,  that 
men  of  honour  and  charafter 
could  be  biaifed  in  their  public 
opinions  and  votes,  by  the  confi- 
deration  of  any  paltry  emolu- 
ments. Thcfe  were  however  over- 
ruled, and  the  refolution  carried 
without  difficulty. 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved.  That 
the  perfons  holding  the  offices  of 
treafurer  of  the  chamber,  treafurer 
of  the  houfhold,  cofferer  of  the  houf- 
hold,  comptroller  of  the  houihold, 
mailer  of  the  houfhold,  clerks  of  the 
green  cloth,  with  all  their  deputies, 
be  rendered  incompatible  with  a 
feat  in  that  houfe.— Thus  avowed- 
ly endeavouring  to  remedy,  fo  far  as 
it  could  now  be  done,  the  failure  of 
that  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke's  eflab- 
iifhment  bill,  which  v/ent  to  the 
total  abolition  of  thofe  very  offices. 
This  motion  was  warmly  oppofed, 
and  brought  out  fome  confiderable 
debate,  in  which  the  propriety  of 
place  bills,  with  the  fevcral  quali- 
fications and  exceptions  to  tlie 
principle,  were  much  and  ing«ni- 
oufly  agitated.  It  was,  however, 
more  ftrcnuoufly  oppofed  in  aft^  in 
the  ftruggle  of  an  exceedingly 
clofe  divilion,  than  even  in  argu- 
ment. The  queflion  being  called 
for  at  a  late  hour,  the  motion  was 
carried,  in  a  very  full  houfe,  by 
a  majority  of  two  only  ;  the  num*^ 
bcrs,  upon  a  divifion,  being  215^, 
to  213.  This  v/as  the  minifter's 
third  minority.  However,  he 
feemed   to   gather  firength. 

Thus  far,  the  new  majority  had 

kept  their  ground.       Experience, 

.  however. 
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however,  foon  taught  them,  that 
they  could  cnlv  hold  it  on  certain 
queftions,  and  in  certain  feafons. 

,  The  tirft  check  they  re- 

'3^"'  ceived  was  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  Mr.  Crewe's  hill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from 
voting  on  the  eleftion  of  members 
ef  parliament.  As  this  bill  was  on 
the  fame  principle  with  that  which 
had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
late  Mr.  Dowdefwell  about  ten 
years  before,  the  ground  of  argu- 
ment was  neceflarily  the  fame  on 
both  fides  which  we  then  ftated ; 
with  this  addition  on  one,  that 
the  prefent  bill  went  to  two  of  the 
great  objefts  of  the  petitions,  to 
diminifti  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  to  reftore  or  fecure 
the  independence  of  parliament  ^; 
the  oppofition  from  thence  con- 
tending, that  the  houfe  was 
bound  by  its  own  late  determina- 
tions to  fupport  the  bill.  The 
debate  was  long,  and  the  queftion 
ftrongly  argued  on  both  fides. 
The  one,  holding  out  the  injuf- 
tice  and  cruelty  of  depriving  a 
great  body  of  men  of  their  fran- 
chifes,  without  any  crime  proved 
or  aliedged  to  juftify  the  forfei- 
ture ;  and  the  other  infilling,  that 
the  bill  would  deprive  them  of  no 
franchifes,  for  that  no  revenue 
officer,  while  he  continued  fuch,  ei- 
ther did  or  could  poiTefs  a  free  vote : 
fo  that  inftead  of  injuftice  or  cruel- 
ty, it  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
thefe  people,  as  it  would  fave  them 
from  the  hard  neceflity,  of  either 
voting  againft  their  inclination  and 
.  confcience,  or  of  lofing  their 
places  ;  the  bill  did  not  deprive. 
It  only  fufpended  the  officer's 
franchife,  until  he  was  in  a  fitua- 
tion  which  would  admit  of  his  ex- 
ercifmg  it  properly,  that  is,  with- 
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out  rellraint  j  the  option  eit^e? 
of  holding  his  place,  or  of  exercif- 
ing  his  franchife,  would  alwayj 
lie  with  himfelf. 

The  bill  was,  howevef,  thrown 
cut  upon  a  divilion,  about  ten  at 
night,  by  a  majority  of  224,  to 
195  ;  fo  well  was  the  houfe  attend- 
ed at  this  time. -The  illnefs  of 

the  fpeaker,  on  the  foll6wing  day^ 
occafioned  a  fudden  cefTation.  The 
houfe  was  adjourned  unto  the  a4th 
day  of  the  month. 

During  this  interval,  the  con- 
traftor's  bill  brought  out  long  and 
very '  confiderable  debates  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  Upon  the  fe- 
cond readings,  the  .  .,  , 
Duke  of  Bolton  ha-  ^P"^  ^th. 
ving  moved  that  the  bill  fhould 
be  committed,  a  powerful  and 
determined  oppofition  on  the  fide 
of  adminillration  immediately  ap- 
peared, in  which  the  fecreta* 
ries  of  ftate,  and  both  the  great 
law  lords  in  office  took  a  principal 
fhare. 

The  court  lords  infifted,  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  falfe^ 
and  that  it  propofed  manifefl:  in- 
juftice. It  was  likewife  a  direft 
infringement  of  that  great  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  which  fets  it 
above  all  controul  whatever,  in 
the  articles  of  making  and  con- 
ducing war.  The  principle  was 
falfe,  in  fuppofmg  diihonefty  and 
corruption  without  any  manner  of 
evidence.  It  was  cruel  and  unjuft, 
in  inflifting  puniftiment  without 
proof  of  criminality  or  euilt.  It 
would  deprive  a  refpeftaole  body 
of  men  of  their  natural  rights,  as 
well  as  of  their  municipal  fran- 
chifes, without  the  fmalleft  charge, 
or  even  pretence,  of  their  having 
committed  any  aft  which  could  in- 
cur a  forfeiture.  Indeed  it  reached 
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to  thofe  who  could  commit  no  a£t, 
for  it.  decreed  punifliment  to  men 
yet  unborn. 

With  all  its  other  enormities, 
the  bill,  they  faid,  went  to  the 
dired  fubverfion  of  the  conllitu- 
tion,  by  depriving  the  people  of 
England  of  their  inherent  and  in- 
valuable right,  of  choofmg  thofe 
perfons  whom  they  trufted  and 
liked,  to  be  their  reprefentatives 
in  parliament.  Nor  was  its  ten- 
dency more  unjuft  to  individuals, 
more  injurious  to  the  prerogative, 
or  more  inimical  to  the  conllitu- 
tion,  than  it  would  be  found  per- 
nicious to  the  public  fervice  of  the 
Hate  in  time  of  war.  For  it  would 
deter  all  reputable  merchants  and 
gentlemen  of  charafter,  who  had 
a  nice  fenfe  of  honour,  and  who 
were  not  difpofed  to  forfeit  the 
common  rights  and  franchifes  of 
citizens,  from  fupplying  our  fleets 
and  armies,  upon  any  terms,  with 
thofe  neceTTaries,  which  it  would 
frequently  happen,  that  no  others 
could  furnifli.  And  at  any  rate, 
it  would  throw  that  bufinefs  en- 
tirely into  the  hands  of  men,  who 
either  wanted  means  and  ability 
to  fulfil  their  contrails,  or  inclina- 
tion and  honefty  to  fulfil  them 
properly. 

The  bill  indeed  provides,  that 
thofe  who  become  contraftors  at  a 
public  bidding,  after  25  days  pre- 
vious notice  given  in  the  Gazette, 
Ihall  not  be  fubjed  to  its  penalties ; 
tliat  is,  they  will  not  be  rendered 
incapable  of  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  But  the  circumftances 
and  exigencies  of  war  are  frequent- 
ly fuch,  as  to  require  the  greateft 
poffible  difpatch,  and  the  moft  in- 
violable iecrecy.  It  may  fre- 
quently happen  that  the  lofs  of 
half  that   time   in    providing   the 


(lores  or  neceflaries  which  were 
wanted,  would  be  attendea  with. 
the  moft  ruinous  confequences  : 
and  fuch  a  public  advertifement 
would  befides  afford  diredl  infor- 
mation to  the  enemy  of  the  nature 
and  defign,  of  whatever  expedi. 
tion  or  enterprize  was  then  in  con- 
templation. It  was  frequently 
necelTary,  they  faid,  to  provide 
for  future  as  well  as  prefent  e»- 
gencies  in  contradls.  Their  very 
nature  often  forbids  their  being 
public.  The  mode  of  public  ad- 
vertifement now  propofed,  would 
likewife  enhance  the  prices  of  the 
commodity  in  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  executive  officers  of  govern- 
ment would  be  incapable  of  car- 
rying on  the  public  bufmefs. 

Were  then,  they  faid,  the 
gentlemen,  who  performed  fuch 
eminent  and  effential  fervices  to 
their  country,  as  the  provifion  of 
thofe  fupplies,  without  which 
fleets  and  armies  are  ineffeftual,  to 
be,  for  that  reafon  only,  debarred 
from  ferving  it  in  another  manner, 
for  which,  by  their  fortunes  and 
abilities,  they  might  probably  be 
no  lefs  qualified  ?  Was  it  a,  part 
of  the  fyftem  included  in  the  pre- 
fent rage  of  novelty  and  reform, 
either  to  banifti  the  mercantile  in- 
tereft  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, or  to  place  the  exiftence  of 
our  fleets  and  armies  in  the  hands 
of  beggars  and  bankrupts  ? 

They  reprobated  in  high  terms 
the  indignity  offered  to  the  hu- 
man heart  and  underftanding,  in 
fuppofing  that  men  of  charadler, 
fortune,  and  fenfe,  would  forfeit 
their  good  name  and  reputation, 
and  facrifice  thofe  public  interefts 
in  which  they  were  fo  deeply 
concerned,  by  proftituting  their 
votes  in  parliament  for  the  paltry 
craolu- 
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cimioluments  of  an  office,  or  the 
profits  of  a  contraft,  either  of 
which  muft  bear  a  very  diminu- 
tive proportion  to  the  value  of 
their  private  eftates,  which  vyere 
wholly  ftaked  in  the  welfare  and 
fecurity  of  their  country.  The 
vulgar  but  popular  prejudice, 
they  laid,  of  fuppofing  every  mi- 
nifter  corrupt,  and  that  every  man 
who  has  any  contraft  with  go- 
vernment, whatever  his  former  in- 
tegrity might  have  been,  becomes 
likewife  corrupt  from  that  inftant, 
could  not  be  fufficiently  exploded, 
or  treated  with  too  much  con- 
tempt. Who  could  be  fuppofed 
fo  bafe  or  fo  foolilh,  as  to  facrifice 
his  reputation,  and  his  perma- 
nent interefts,  for  a  precarious  in- 
come or  office  ?  But  if  it  were 
even  admitted,  that  a  few  fuch 
ivrctched  and  unworthy  charac- 
ters might  poffibly  exift,  would 
the  multiplying  of  penal  laws, 
eradicate  the  vices,  or  correft  the 
enormities  of  mankind  .-'  Had  they 
produced  that  effeft  with  refpeft 
to  gaming,  the  moll  dellruftive  to 
a  Hate  of  all  vices  h 

But  admitting,  what  was  very 
poffible,  that  fome  particular  per- 
sons might  have  been  guilty  of  im- 
^pofition  or  fraud  in  their  contrafts, 
iHll  there  could  be  no  occafion 
for  the  interference  of  parliament, 
much  lefs  for  agreeing  to  the  pre- 
fent  bill.  — The  laws  had  very 
wifely  provided  proper  punilh- 
ment  for  public  as  well  as  private 
delinquency  ;  and  the  courts  of 
juftice  were  always  open  to  due 
examination,  and  ready  to  enforce 
the  laws.  Such  matters  Ihould 
therefore  be  left  by  parliament 
to  their  natural  courfe.  They 
n)ight  poffibly,  if  there  were  fuch, 
come  ultimately  and  properly  be- 


fore that  houfe  in  its  judicial  ca- 
pacity. But  at  any  rate,  the 
public  could  never  fail  of  obtain- 
ing juflice  againft  the  offenders, 
without  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament. They  had  indeed  heard, 
both  formerly  and  now,  a  great 
deal  about  Atkinfon's  rum  con- 
trafts  ;  and  it  was  endeavoured  to 
bring  thofe  tranfaftions  forward 
as  a  fort  of  evidence  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  bill.  But  that  houfe 
being  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  circumftances  of  the  affair, 
could  form  no  opinion  at  all  upon 
it ;  if  any  thing  improper  appear- 
ed in  thofe  tranfaftions,  the  law 
would  take  due  cognizance  of  it, 
and  punifhment  would  neceffarily 
follow  conviftion.  A  great  law 
authority  threw  fome  light  upon 
this  fubjeft,  which  had  been  fo 
often  brought  into  difcuffion.  But 
the  public,  he  faid,  could  be  no 
lofers  by  the  affair  ;  as  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury 
had  flopped  the  money  overcharg- 
ed, in  the  firft  inftance  ;  and  the 
matter  of  the  fecond,  was  now  in 
a  due  courfe  of  inveftigation. 

The  lords  on  that  nde  contend- 
ed, that  there  were  many  other 
objeftions  of  great  weight  againft 
the  bill.  Particularly  with  refpedl 
to  the  propofed  new  mode  of  con- 
trails, they  obferved,  that  the 
moll  improper  men,  would  proba- 
bly be  the  loweft  bidders  ;  but 
that  there  was  Hill  a  matter  of 
greater  danger  and  mifchief  to  be 
apprehended,  which  was,  that  the 
enemy  might  fecretly  employ 
agents  at  thefe  public  biddings, 
merely  to  thwart  and  ruin  the 
public  fervice. 

They  fcarcely  combated  the 
bill  lefs  with  refpeft  to  its  ob- 
jefts,  than  its   principle.      Thefe 
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people  of   England  at  large.      A* 
little  could  they  fubmit  to  the  po- 
fition  held  out  on  the   other  fide, 
that   they    had  no  right  of   inter- 
ference or    rejedlion   with    refped 
to  the  prefent  bill,  from  its  being 
a   matter   of  domelHc    regulation 
which  related  merely  to  the  com- 
mons  houfe.     This  they  combated 
on  two  grounds.     For  if  the  pie- 
mifes  had  been  even  fairly  ftated, 
they  could    by    no    means    admit 
the  inference.     The  very  circum- 
ftance,  that   the  bill  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  go  through  their  houfe  af- 
ter  it   had   paffcd    the   commons, 
clearly    fhewed,    that     they    muft 
have  a  right  and  power  of  rejec- 
tion,   as    well    as  of  deliberation 
and     enquiry.     But    in    faft^    the 
bill   was  not  merely  a   mattei-   of 
domeftic   regulation ;  it   could   in- 
deed   anfwer    very    little,   if   any 
thing  to  that  purpofe.     It  was  on 
the  contrary    a    great   queftion  of 
Hate.     It  included  in  its  embrace 
the    royal  prerogative,  the   confti- 
tution,    the    private    rights^  of   in- 
dividuals,   and    the    public    rights 
of  the  people  at  large ;  and  would 
befides   eftablifh,  or   give    a  fanc- 
tion,    to    queltions    of    dangerous 
import,    relative    to   the    fuppofed 
influence    of   the    crown,    and    to 
the    honour   and   independence  of 
parliament. 

A  noble  earl  in  high  office  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  time  was  fall  ap- 
proaching, if  net  already  arrived, 
when  the  weight  and  importance 
of  that  houfe  muft  neceffarily  be- 
come apparent  to  the  whole  na- 
tion. They  were  placed  as  a  bar- 
rier by  the  conftitution,  between 
the  extenfion  of  power  and  prero- 
gative, on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
violence  of  the  people,  or  the  in-  - 
novations  of  the  commons,  on  the 

[M]  Other. 


were  two,  namely,  to  reftore  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
diminilhing  the  fuppofed  increaf- 
ed  influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
promote  ceconomy  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money.  The 
iirft  objed,  they  contended,  did 
not  exill,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  attained.  Could  any  man 
venture  to  fay,  that  either  houfe 
of  parliament  was  at  this  day  in 
a  ftate  of  dependence  or  flavery  ? 
Or,  what  proof  could  be  given, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  increafed,  or  increaling  ?  If 
all  other  were  wanting,  the  paf- 
fing  of  the  prefent  bill  through 
the  other  houfe,  and  their  late- 
boafted  refolutions,  would  afford 
the  moft  inconteftible  evidence  in 
both  refpefts  to  the  contrary.  But 
fuppofing  that  influence  had  real- 
ly exifted,  the  prefent  bill  was 
totally  inadequate  to  that,  its 
iirft  and  principal  objedl.  The 
fecond  objeft  indeed,  of  promot- 
ing public  ceconomy,  was  a  mat- 
ter worthy  of  the  higheft  confi- 
deration  ;  but  this  bill  was  as  de- 
feftive  in  that  refpedl  as  in  the 
other  ;  and  thus  was,  in  fad,  to- 
totally  incommenfurate  to  both  its 
objefts. 

But  it  was  advanced  on  the 
other  fide,  that  thofe  refolutions 
pafled  in  the  other  houfe,  were  to 
be  received  as  evidence,  and  even 
in  fome  meafure  to  influence  the 
conduft  of  that.  On  thele  points, 
however,  they  muft  totally  diifer. 
They  could  only  confider  thefe 
refolutions  as  the  opinions  of  233 
members  of  that  houfe,  and  per- 
haps of  a  number  of  their  con- 
ftituents ;  but  they  could  by  no 
hieans  confider  them  as  any  abfo- 
lute  proof  of  the  fads  they  related 
to,    nor    even  as  the  fenfe  of   the 
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other.  When  miilaken  notions, 
and  falfe  reprefentations  of  vir- 
tue  and  liberty,  had  either  de- 
ceived the  people  at  large,  or  the 
members  of  the  other  haufe,  it 
was  their  duty,  who  had  as  dear 
an  intereft  in  the  conftitution  as 
either,  or  both,  to  ftep  forth  as 
its  hereditary  guardians,  and  ef- 
fedually  to  controul,  reftrain, 
and  refill,  the  delirium  of  virtue, 
the  rage  of  innovation,  and  the 
madnefs  of  enthufiafm  ;  until  they 
had  brought  them  back  to  cool- 
nefs,  fobriety,  and  reafon.  That 
Hate  of  things,  he  conceived  at 
prefent  fubfifting ;  and  the  noble 
lord  threw  out  fome  peculiar 
phrafes,  particularly,  that  the 
people  were  liberty  mad  —  that 
they  had  run  mad  about  public 
virtue— and  that  the  times  unfor- 
tunately exhibited  nothing  but  an 
innovating  fpirit  of  alteration  and 
ideal  perfedlion,  internal  commo- 
tion, caufelefs  difcontents,  turbu- 
lence and  diflention. 

The  lords  in  oppofition,  treated 
with  very  little  refpeft,  and  in- 
deed rather  contemptuoufly,  many 
of  the  arguments  brought  againft, 
and  objedions  made  on  the  other 
fide,  particularly  with  refped  to 
the  principle  and  juftice  of  the 
bill.  They  afked  if  it  was  pofli- 
ble,  that  thofe  noble  lords,  who 
feemed  now  to  be  fo  llrangely 
alarmed  with  refpeft  to  the  confti- 
tution, and  who  felt  fo  much  for 
fuppofed  public  injury,  and  pri- 
vate injuftice,  could  have  totally 
forgotten,  or  could  have  been  ig- 
norant, that  the  whole  code  of 
eleftion  laws,  whether  with  re- 
gard to  the  elector,  or  the  eleded, 
all  the  qualification,  place,  re- 
itraining,  or  exclufion  laws,  were 
not  foujided  upoa  the  fame  princi- 


ple with  the  prefent  bill,  and  had 
not  produced    effefts    exaftly  cor- 
refpondent     to    thofe,    which    are 
now  held  out  as  objefts  of  fo  mucli 
apprehenfion  and  horror.     Are  not 
a  prodigious  majority  of  the^  peo- 
ple  of   England,  and  including  a 
great    number    of   men   of   rank,' 
charader,    and    fortune,    rendered 
incapable,  by  one  law,  of  having 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  their  own 
reprefentatives  ?    Are    not  men  of 
the  gveateft  abilities  and  integrity, 
without    qualifications  which    may 
not    depend  on    either,    profcribed 
from  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, however  warmly  the  wifliesof 
the  eleftors  may  be  in  their  favour, 
or  however  highly  they  may  con- 
fider  it  to  their  advantage  to  be  fo 
reprefented,  by   another  ?  Do    the 
commiffioners    of   the    excife    and 
cuftoms   complain  of  any  injuftice, 
in    receiving    their   places    at    the 
expence  of   that    right    by  which 
they  might  otherwife  fit  in  parlia- 
ment ?    Or  do  they  feel  any  fenfe 
of  ftigma  or    difagrace  under  that 
exclufion  ?    Thefe   gentlemen  pof- 
fefs  at  leaft  as  fair  characters,  and 
generally  as  pleafant  countenances 
as  contraftors  ;  and  yet  was  it  ever 
known,    that    any    body    or    com- 
munity of  ele£lors,  had  become  fo 
enamoured  of  any  of  them,  as  to 
complain  of  injury,  becaufe,   they 
could  not  be  returned  as  their  re- 
prefentatives ?    It    is    indeed  true, 
that    as    the  contradlor    may  gain 
more  money  in    a  fingle   morning 
by   one  job,   than   the    fee-fimple 
of  the  commiflioner's   place  would 
fell     for,     that    circamftance   may- 
render  him  a  much  more  welcome 
vifitor  to  our    corrupt  and  ro  tten 
boroughs  ;    but  that  is  one  of  th« 
enormities  which  the   bill    is    in- 
tended ;o  remedy. 

An 
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All  the  reftridlive,  place,  pen- 
fion,  and  exclufion  laws  that  ever 
were  paffed,  are  fo  many  living 
records,  of  the  conftant  jealoufy 
with  which  our  anceftors,  and 
former  parliaments  watched,  and 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
man,  endeavoured  to  prevent  or 
6one6l,  the  growth  and  progrefs 
of  undue  influence  and  corrup- 
tion ;  particularly  the  dangerous 
influence  of  the  crown.  All  thefe 
laws  were  founded  upon  the  fame 
principle,  and  held  the  fame  ob- 
jefts  with  the  prefent  bill.  They 
all  likewife  tend  to  overthrow 
that  unheard-of  pofition,  that  the 
minds  of  men  are  not  liable  to 
be  biaflfed  by  honours,  places,  or 
vaft  pecuniary  emoluments.  Did 
not  their  own  records,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  other  houfe,  furnifli 
inftances,  of  men  in  high  rank, 
truft  and  office,  having  in  various 
cafes  been  operated  upon  by  bafe 
and  unworthy  motives  ?  Have  no 
fuch  men  been  found  corrupt  and 
venal  ?  Or  have  they  not  fufFered 
public  ignominy  and  punifhment 
for  their  peculation,  venality  and 
proftitution  ?  But  this  doftrine, 
they  faid,  muft  have  originated, 
either  from  fo  perfedl  a  puerility 
of  underllanding,  or  fuch  a  tho- 
rough contempt  of  that  houfe  and 
of  the  nation,  as  to  be  worthy 
only  of  notice  as  a  fubjeft  of  ani- 
madverfion,  but  not  of  anfwer. 
Of  the  fame  nature,  they  faid, 
was  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
fuppofed  improbability  of  abufes 
in  contracts,  becaufe  the  laws 
have  left  in  the  hands  of  mini  Iters, 
the  means  of  profecuting  in  the 
courts  ot  juftice,  the  fupporters  of 
their  own  power,  and  the  accom- 
plices of  their  fraud  and  malverfa- 


tion.  Surely  a  fingle  Inftance 
quoted  in  which  the  public  were 
laid  to  have  been  exonerated  from 
the  fraud  of  a  contraftor,  would 
not  have  been  advanced,  if  the 
learned  lord  had  recoUefted,  that 
the  deteftion  of  the  fraud  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  activity  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  other  houfe  ; 
and  that  the  minifter  was  com- 
pelled, forely  againft  his  will» 
by  the  bitter  and  repeated  attacks 
made  upon  him  by  the  oppofi- 
tion,  tp  adopt  an  apparent  mea- 
fure  of  remedy,  which  was,  how- 
ever, probably  but  a  mere  dela- 
iion. 

The  arguments  founded  upon 
the  many  fuppofed  mifchiefs  and 
dangers  attributed  to  open  con- 
trafts,  were,  they  faid,  as  futile, 
and  as  unworthy  of  notice,  as  the 
foregoing.  The  fads  themfelves 
were  totally  unfounded,  and  con- 
tradiiSed  by  eftablilhed  and  daily 
experience.  The  conduft  of  the 
navy  in  this  refpeft,  overthrows, 
at  once,  every  thing  that  has  been 
faid  upon  that  fubjed.  The  navy 
is  the  only  fource,  and  affords 
the  only  means  of  enterprize  in 
this  country.  Yet  all  the  viflual- 
ling  office  contradls  are  open  and 
above  board.  The  very  names  of 
the  ports,  at  which  fhips  or  fqua- 
drons  are  intended  or  likely  to 
touch,  are  fpecified  in  the  public 
news-papers.  Has  any  evil  been 
yet  known  to  refult  from  this  me- 
thod of  fupplying  the  navy  ?  Of 
what  confequence  would  it  be  to 
the  enemy  to  know,  that  the  rum 
contractor  had  palmed  currency 
upon  the  minifter  of  this  country 
for  fterling  money  ?  Or  that  the 
gold  contractor  receives  a  large 
premium    for     fending    Portugal 

[M]  2  gold 
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gold  to  America,  when  in  faft  he 
fends  nothing  but  Englifli  gui- 
neas thither. 

They  treated  the  fuppofed  Inva- 
fion  of  the  prerogative  as  a  matter 
of  I'idicule.  It  was  undoubtedly, 
they  faid,  a  fatal  ftroke  to  the 
executive  power,  to  be  enabled  to 
fupply  its  fleets  and  armies  better, 
to  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs 
more  advantageoufly,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  war  more  fuccefsfully, 
than  it  was  before  difpofed  or 
capable  of  doing  in  itfelf.  They 
clofed  the  ground  of  examination 
by  declaring,  that  they  had  not 
heard  an  argument  againft  the 
bill,  which  did  not  appear  to  be 
either  frivolous,  fallacious,  or 
dangerous.  Tt  had  indeed  been 
urged,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
abate  thatphrenzy,  of  virtue,  which 
began  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  As  to  that  new  fpe- 
cies  of  phrenzy,  they  could  not 
but  conlider  it,  rather  as  a  cha- 
^  radler  of  foundnefs,  than  as  a 
fy mptoni  of  infanity  ;  and  as  they 
neeeifarily  came,  frequently  into 
contaft  with  the  other  houfe,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  fmcerely 
wifliing,  that  that  diftemper  might 
become  contagious. 

Having  thus  controverted  the 
objeftions  to  the  bill,  they  fup- 
ported  it  on  the  following  grounds : 
its  own  intrinfic  merit.  The 
magnitude  of  the  evil  which  it 
was  defigned  to  remedy,  and  the 
neceffity  from  which  it  was  deriv- 
ed. Its  being  in  conformity  to 
the  wiihes  and  petitions  of  the 
people  of  England.  The  impro- 
priety, if  not  danger,  of  their  ob- 
-  ftrufting  a  meafure  of  domeftic 
regulation  adopted  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  tending  mere- 
ly to  their  own  internal  purity  and 


independence.  On  that  ground, 
the  queftion  of  right,  as  well  as 
of  expedience  or  propriety,  was 
controverted.  They  had  a  very 
great  law  authority,  they  faid, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion, although  the  learned  lord 
oppofed  the  prefent  bill,  that  in 
cafes  which  related  to  their  own 
immediate  privileges,  and  the  re- 
ceiving or  exclufion  of  their  own 
members,  there  was  no  appeal 
from  the  decifions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  nor  could  any  other 
branch  of  the  legiflature  check  or 
^ller  ^eir  refolutions.  So.  that 
right  or  wrong,  according  to  that 
authority,  their  decifion  would  be 
final.  Surely,  the  fame  rule  that 
held  in  that  inftance,  muft  equal- 
ly apply  in  the  prefent.  This 
bill,  which  related  particularly  to 
their  own  privileges,  had  been 
unanimoufly  pafled  by  the  other 
houfe.  If  it  was  rejefted  there, 
the  probable  confequence  would 
be,  that  as  it  went  to  the  exclu- 
fion of  a  particular  defcription  of 
men,  the  other  houfe  would  fhew 
their  contempt  of  the  rejeftion,  in 
the  exercife  of  what  was  deemed 
their  own  inherent  right,  and  aft- 
ing  as  they  had  done  in  the  af- 
fair of  the  Middlefex  eledion, 
exclude  them  by  a  mere  refolution. 
Could  the  lords  be  blind,  in  the 
prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs, 
to  the  danger  of  a  rupture  with 
the  other  houfe  ? 

It  was  curious,  they  faid,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  continual  inconfiftcncy 
in  the  condud  of  minifters.  When 
a  motion  tending  to  ceconomical 
reform  had,  not  long  before,  been 
made  in  that  houfe,  it  was  ftrong- 
ly  objefted  to  by  a  noble  earl  in 
office,  becaufe,  it  might  give  of- 
fence  to  the  commons,  that   the 

lord» 
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flacken  under  a  ceiTation  of  adion  ; 

the  recefs    Hkewife    afforded   time 

and    opportunity,  which    were    by 

no    means    loft   or    negledled,   for 

ufing  effeftual  means  to  bring  the 

numerous  deferters  from  the  court, 

who  had  been  afraid  to  oppofe  the 

late  popular  torrent,  back  to  their 

original  ftandard. 

In    effeft,   the   meeting   of  the 

houfe  of  commons,  after  this  fhort 

recefs,    prefented    fo    new   a  face 

and    appearance    of    things,    and 

fuch    a    total    change     of   temper 

and  difpofition,  that  it  feemed  no 

longer  the  fame  identical  body. 

The  fir  ft  public  quef-    ...      ^, 
c     ^     r  April  ZAth. 

tion     of     confequence      ^       ^ 

before  the  houfe,  was  a  poftponed 
motion  of  Mr.  Dunning's,  which 
had  been  deferred  on  the  laft  day 
of  meeting,  on  account  of  the 
fpeaker's  illnefs.  The  motion  was 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  re- 
quefting  that  he  would  not  diflblve 
the  parliament,  nor  prorogue  the 
prefent  feffion,  until  proper  mea- 
sures fhould  be  '  taken  by  that 
houfe,  to  diminifti  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  to  corredl  the 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people. 

This  motion  brought  out  great 
and  long  debates  ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  almoft  every  ground,  that 
we  have  hitherto  feen  trodden,  re- 
lative to  the  various  great  objeds  of 
the  prefent  controverfy,  was  again, 
upon  fome  occafion,  and  in  fome 
degree  taken.  Whether  it  was, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  oppolitioa 
underftood,  or  that  they  only  ap- 
prehended, the  defeftion  of  their 
late  but  new  allies,  they  however 
took  all  imaginable  pains,  and 
ufed  every  poffible  argument,  to 
fhew  the  neceflity  of  their  fupport- 
ing  their  own  determinations ;  as 

[M]  3  well 


lords  fhould  take  up  the  per- 
formance of  a  duty  appertaining 
to  them.  And  now,  when  a  bill 
of  the  fame  tendency,  which  ori- 
ginated with,  and  peculiarly  re- 
lates to  themfelves,  is  unani- 
moufly  pafled,  and  fent  up  by  that 
houfe,  the  fame  noble  lord  endea- 
vours with  all  his  might  that  it 
fhould  be  rejefted,  without  the 
fmalleft  confideration  of  the  dan- 
ger of  a  breach  between  the  two 
houfes,  which  he  had  on  the  for- 
mer occafion  held  out  as  an  objedl 
of  fo  much  terror. 

They  concluded,  by  a  ftrong 
appeal  to  the  neceflities  and  the 
temper  of  the  times,  and  by  hop- 
ing, that  the  lords  would  have  too 
full  and  lively  a  fenfe  of  what  they 
owed  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  to  fufFer  that  houfe  to 
become  an  engine  in  the  hands  of 
the  minifter ;  and  thus  to  do  that 
for  him,  which  he  was  afhamed 
and  afraid  to  attempt  doing  for 
himfelf  in  the  other. 

The  queftion  being  put,  after  a 
very  long  debate,  the  bill  was  re- 
jefted  by  a  majority  of  20 ;  the 
numbers  being  6\  to  41.  A  pro- 
teft  was  entered,  figned  by  25 
peers ;  and  in  the  greater  part  by 
another. 

Nothing  ever  happened  more  for- 
tunately in  favour  of  any  admini- 
ftration,  than  the  illnefs,  at  this 
peculiar  junfture,  of  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.  It 
feemed  as  if  nothing  elfe  could  at 
that  time  have  faved  them.  The 
regefs,  indeed,  was  not  long ;  but 
it  produced  extraordinary  and  un- 
expedled  effefts.  For  befides  that 
the  ardour  and  animation  which 
ever  attend  new  enterprize,  and 
perhaps  more  in  cafes  of  reform 
tfaian  any  other,  naturally  cool  and 


i82]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1780. 


well  as  the  ftiame  and  difgrace  that 
muft  attend  a  derelidion  of  thofe 
principles,  which  they  had  fo  re- 
cently avowed  and  eflabliftaed.— • 
They  had  already  fubftantiated, 
they  faid,  by  the  refolutions  of 
the  fixth  of  April,  fhe  grievances 
complained  of  in  the  petitions ; 
and  they  had  alfo  bound  them- 
felves,  by  the  fame  refolutions, 
under  the  moll  indiflbluble  obliga- 
tion to  the  people  of  England,  to 
procure  full  redrefs  for  thofe  griev- 
ances. So  that  no  gentleman,  who 
had  fupported  thofe  refolutions  by 
his  vote,  could,  without  the  moil 
fliameful  inconfiitency  of  conduft, 
and  a  derelidlion  of  principle  fo 
manifell,  as  to  afford  room  for  the 
moft  odious  furmifes,  refufe  giv- 
ing his  fupport  to  any  fair  meafure 
that  was  propofed  for  obtaining 
that  redrefs,  unlefs  he  could  him- 
felf  fubllitute  a  better,  or  at  leall 
fhew,  that  the  means  offered  were 
in  themfelves  effentially  faulty. 

A  few,  though  but  very  few, 
freely  declared,  that  they  neither 
did  nor  fhould,  whether  upon  the 
prefent,  or  upon  any  future  occa- 
fion,  hold  themfelves  at  all  fettered 
in  their  condud,  by  any  former 
refolutions  or  opinions.  They 
Ihould  ellimate  every  queftion  that 
came  before  them  by  its  own  in- 
trinfic  value ;  and  confider  its 
probable  confequences,  merely  as 
it  then  appeared,  without  the 
trouble  of  any  retrofpeft.  It  by 
no  means  neceffarily  followed, 
that  thofe  who  fupported  the  re- 
folutions of  the  6th  of  April,  were 
to  approve  of  the  prefent  motion  ; 
ijo  charge  pf  inconfillency  could 
therefore  be  incurred  by  their  op- 
pofing  either  that,  or  many  others 
which  might  poffibly  be  held  out 
ttndcr    ;he    fame   idea,      Jf  they 


promifed  their  endeavours  to  pro- 
cure redrefs  for  the  people,  they 
did  not  thereby  give  up  the  right 
of  exercifmg  their  own  judgment, 
whether  in  chufmg  the  moll  eli- 
gible means  of  obtaining  that  end, 
or  in  deciding  upon  the  meafure  of 
redrefs  which  it  might  be  right 
and  neceffary  to  obtain. 

The  minifters  cheared  their  old 
or  new  friends  with  the  warmeft 
plaudits,  for  that  liberality  of  fen- 
timent,  which  difdained  the  tram- 
mels of  vulgar  reflraint.  They 
likewife  exclaimed  loudly  at  the 
impropriety  indecorum,  and  in- 
delicacy of  their  antagonills,  ia 
endeavouring  to  put  gentlemen 
out  of  countenance,  by  confront- 
ing them  with  their  former  con- 
du(5l  and  opinions.  This  they  de- 
clared to  be  unparliamentary  and 
unfair.  Nor  could  there  be  any 
lack  of  precedents  or  reafons,  to 
fupport  a  change  in  either  or 
boih. 

The  queftion  being  put  a  littl? 
before  midnight,  in  an  unufually 
full  houfe,  the  motion  was  rejedled 
upon  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of 
51  ;  the  numbers  being  254,  to 
?03. 

Mr.  Fox  rifing  to  fpeak  imme-f 
diately  after  the  motion,  a  moft 
extraordinary  fcene  of  diforder  was 
difplayed,  arifing  (as  the  minority 
affirmed)  from  the  unwillingnefs 
of  the  majority  to  hear  the  de- 
ferters  treated  as  they  deferved. 
The  chair  being  repeatedly  calle4 
on  to  exercife  its  authonty,  the 
fpeaker  at  length,  with  the  utmoft 
vehemence  of  voice,  called  on  every 
fide  of  the  houfe  to  order  ;  and 
having  ordered  the  officers  to  clear 
the  bar,  required  and  infilled  that 
every  membe;-  l^ipuld  taj^e  his 
pla9e. 

Thi« 
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This   opened   the    way    to   Mr. 
Fox  ;  and  after  all  that  had  been 
fuppofed   done   to  prevent  it,    the 
gentlemen   concerned  found  them- 
selves    condemned     to    hear,     the 
keencft    philippic,      that     perhaps 
ever    was    fpoken    in   that    houfe. 
No  calls  to  order,  nor  other  means, 
could  either  check  the   torrent  of 
his  eloquence,  or  rellrain  the  bit- 
ternefs    of  his    inveftive.     He    de- 
clared the   vote  of  that  night,   to 
be     fcandalous,     difgraceful,     and 
treacherous.       He    did    not   apply 
thefe   charges   to   the   215   gentle- 
men,   who    had,    along   with    the 
minifter,    oppofed    the    refolutions 
of  the  6th   of  April.     Thefe  gen- 
tlemen   adled    an    open,    a    con- 
iiftent,   and  a  manly  part,  in  their 
oppofmg  the    addrefs    propofed  on 
the  prefent    day.     They    had    dif- 
fered  from  him ;  he  was  forry  for 
it;  but  he  could  not  blame  them, 
becaufe    th«y    differed    from    him 
upon  principle. 

But  who  could  contemplate,  he 
faid,  without  a  mixture  of  th? 
greateft  furprize  and  indignation, 
the  condudt  of  another  fet  of  men 
in  that  houfe  ?  Thofe  who  had  re- 
folved  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  increafed,  and  ought 
to  be  diminifAed;  that  the  griev- 
ances of  the  people  ought  to  be 
redrefled  ;  who  pledged  them- 
felves  to  that  houfe,  to  the  nation, 
to  their  conftituents,  to  each  other, 
and  to  themfelves,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  redfefs  the  grievances  eom^ 
plained  of ;  and  who  had  now 
ihamefully  fled  from  that  folemn 
engagement  !  It  was  fhameful,  it 
was  bafe,  it  was  unmanly,  is  was 
treacherous.  The  gentlemen  he 
meant,  he  faid,  furrounded  him ; 
they  fat  at  his  fide  of  the  houfe  ; 
be  was  forry  foe    it.      They  were 


thofe  who  voted  with  him  on  the 
6th  of  April,  and  who  voted  with 
the  minilier  that  night.  No  maa 
held  in  greater  contempt  thofe 
who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifter,  than  he  did  himfelf :  they 
were  flaves  of  the  worft  kind,  be- 
caufe they  fold  themfelves  ;  yet, 
bafe  as  the  tenure  of  their  places 
was,  they  had  one  virtue  to  pride 
themfelves  on ;  their  fidelity,  con- 
fiftency,  and  gratitude,  were  fub- 
jefts  of  commendation.  To  all 
their  other  demerits,  they  had  not 
added  the  abfurdity  and  treachery, 
of  one  day  refolving  an  opinion  to 
be  true,  and  the  next  of  declaring 
it  to  be  a  falfhood.  They  had 
not  taken  in  their  patron,  their 
friends,  or  their  country,  with 
falfe  hopes,  and  delufive  promifes. 
Whatever  their  motives  or  fenti- 
ments  might  be,  they  had  adhered 
to  them  ;  and  fo  far  as  that  went, 
their  condud  was  entitled  to  his 
approbation, 

Mr.  Dunning  joined  him  in  the 
charge  of  direct  treachery  to  the 
nation.  For  that  the  counties, 
depending  on  the  faith  of  parli- 
ament, for  the  redrefs  held  out 
by  thofe  refolutions,  had  relaxed 
greatly  in  the  meafures  which  they 
were  purfuing  for  obtaining  it  hy 
other  means  ;  and  that  the  county 
of  Cambridge  in  particular  had, 
upon  that  dependence,  refcinded 
it5  own  refolution  for  appointing  a 
committee  of  aflbciatioa.  They 
both  likewife  declared,  that  the 
diviiion  of  this  night  was  totally 
decifive  with  refpedl  to  the  peti- 
tions ;  that  it  amounted  to  a  full 
rejeftion  of  their  general,  prayer ; 
and  that  ail  hope  of  obtaining  any 
redrefs  for  the  people,  in  that  houfij 
was  at  an  end. 

The  minifter  anlwered  Mt.  Fox 
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in  a  long  fpeech  ;   in  which  he  ex- 
preffed  the  utmoft  aftonilhment  at, 
and  a  good  deal  reprehended,  the 
llrange     language,    and    the     un- 
biounded    cenfure    he    had    heard. 
The   adminiftring    comfort    to  his 
fuffering   friends,    was    not,    how- 
ever,    his     principal     objeft.     He 
was  much  more  anxious  to  obviate 
the   impreflion,  which  the  charges 
made,  of  rejecting  by  the  prefent 
decifion  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
might   occafion     without    doors. — 
He      accordingly     laboured      that 
point    much,  and    upon   the   fame 
ground    which    had     been     before 
taken  relative  to   the  rejedlion   of 
fome  of  the  claufes  in  Mr.  Burke's 
till.     He  afked,  whether  any  co,n- 
clufion  could  be  n^ore  extravagant, 
•  or  irreconcileable  to  common  fenfe, 
than  that  the  giving  a  negative  to 
a  fingle  propofition,  ftiould  be  con- 
iidered  as  deciding  the  fate  of  the 
petitions,    and  as   amounting  to  a 
general    rejeftion    of    the   whole  ? 
The  refolutions  of  the  6th  of  April 
were    ftill   in    full     being.     Other 
meafures    might    be    propofed    on 
theni.      And  furely  it  might  very 
well    happen,    that  thofe  who   did 
not  .aprove  of  the   means   in  one 
mode    of  redrefs,     might    readily 
concur  in  others. 

Mr.  Burke's  eftablift\ment 
bill,  after  lying  for  fome  time 
dormant,    was      brought     forward 

"Sth  ^   ^'^'^    ^^^^    after.     The 

*  •'  firft  chufe  agitated  was 
that  for  abolifhing  the  office  of 
the  great  svardrobe,  and  all  thofc 
leff^i  offices  and  places  depending 
on  It.  This  quefti^jn  brought  out 
long  and  very  confiderable  de- 
Ijjates  ;  and  it  was  fuoported  by  the 
franker  with  all  his  ufual  vigour 
and  ability.  The:  claufe  was, 
||0vvever,    at  length  rejeded  upon 


a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  210, 
to  183.  The  principle  of  reform 
being  in  eft'eft  abandoned  by  the 
late  vote,  the  attendance  on  par- 
ticular parts  now  grew  daily  lefs 
and  lefs. 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
upon  the  fucceeding  claufe,  for 
abolifhing  the  board  of  works. 
This  brought  out  new  debate,  in 
which  the  mover  of  the  bill  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  more  than  ever  by 
the  force  of  his  arguments,  the 
fertility  of  his  invention,  and  the 
pleafantry  with  which  he  enlivened 
a  matter  apparently  dry  and  in- 
fipid  in  itfelf ;  but  the  queftioa 
being  at  length  put,  the  claufe 
was  rejefted,  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  203,  to  118. 

The  minifler's  bill,  for  a  com- 
miffion  of  accounts,  had  brought 
out  upon  him,  in  the  various 
ftages  of  its  progrefs,  more  afpe- 
rity  of  language,  and  feverity  of 
cenfure,  than  perhaps  had  ever 
been  undergone  upon  a  fimilar 
occafion,  by  any  other  minifter  in, 
that  houfe.  This  partly  pro- 
ceeded fron^  the  manner  in  which, 
we  have  feen,  he  had  taken  the 
hill  out  of  the  hands  of  another 
gentleman,  and  partly  from  the 
meafure  of  appointing  commiflion- 
ers,  who  were  not  members  of  the 
houfe  pf  Commons.  This  was  faid 
to  be  direftly  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  That  it  was  no  lefs  thaii 
a  furrender  of  the  firft  right  of  that 
houfe,  that  of  managing,  as  well 
as  of  granting,  the  public  money, 
and  of  direfting  and  controuling 
its  expenditure.  And  fome  of 
the  oppofition  contended  ftrongly, 
that  the  houfe  was  not  competent 
to  fuch  a  refignaiion.  That  be- 
ing only  delegates  themfelves, 
they  could  not  delegate  to  others. 
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They  might  as  well  appoint  their, 
own  fucceffors.  If  they  were  in- 
capable, or  indifpofed,  to  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  the  great  truft 
depofited  with  them,  they  were 
bound  in  duty  to  return  it  into  the 
hands  of  their  conftituents.  But 
they  had  no  right  to  appoint  de- 
puties to  tranfaft  that  eifential 
part  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation, 
'which  was  entrufted  only  to 
tliemfelve^. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minifter 
gave  every  aflurance,  that  he  had 
not  the  fmalleft  wifh  or  intention, 
either  of  violating  any  of  the  pri- 
vileges, or  of  abating  any  of  the 
powers  of  that  houfe  ;  and  that  he 
was  fully  convinced,  that  there 
were  gentlemen  on  both  fides 
within  thofe  walls,  of  as  great  in- 
tegrity, honour,  ability,  and  pof- 
feffed  of  as  warm  a  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  as  any  in  the 
kingdom.  That  he  had  already 
given  one  of  his  motives  for 
propofing  that  the  commiflioners 
fliould  not  be  members  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  avoid  the 
invidious  refledlions  which  that 
circumilarice  would  draw  both 
upon  himfelf  and  them.  That 
debates  ran  fo  high,  and  the  times 
were  fo  contentious,  that  almoft 
every  gentleman  in  that  houfe  had 
taken  one  fide  or  other ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  muft  render  their 
ConducEl:,  however  pure,  liable  to 
great  and  continual  mifconftruc- 
tion.  Among  a  number  of  other 
reafons,  he  ftated  the  prefent  im- 
menfity  of  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
which  would  not  afford  leifure  to 
the  members  for  fo  tedious  and 
laborious  an  undertaking.  That 
the  failure  of  former  commiffions 
proceeded  from  their  originating 
in  party.    And  that  the  commif- 


fioners  being  members  of  that 
houfe,  had  laid  the  ground  of  fre- 
quent diflerence  with  the  other. 
He  likewife  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  the  meafure  by  precedent,  and 
for  that  purpofe  referred  to  the 
13th  of  Charles  the  fcconi,  when 
mne  commifTioners  were  chofen  by 
ballot,  fome  of  whom,  he  con- 
tended, were  not  members  of  par- 
liament ;  but  upon  examining  the 
reference,  the  evidence  was  found 
defeftive,  it  not  pofitively  appear- 
ing that  any  one  was  not  a  mem- 
ber, and  it  feeming  certain  tliat 
fome  were. 

The  houfe  being  in  a     ■«,  „ 

committee  on  the   fub-  y        ' 

jedl,  the  nomination  of  the  commif- 
fioners  brought  out  great  and  various 
debates  ;  and  the  naming  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  in  particular,  af- 
forded room  for  much  cenfure  and 
ridicule  on  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
They  faid  it  was  completing  and 
rounding  the  prefent  fyflem  a- 
dopted  m  the  government  of  the 
army  ;  at  well  as  extending  it  to 
new  objefts.  In  the  firft  inftance, 
they  dragged  clerks  out  of  offices, 
to  place  them  at  the  head  of  regi- 
ments ;  and  now,  they  pull  the 
truncheon  out  of  the  hand  of  a 
brave  and  veteran  commander,  and 
placing  a  pen,  an  inflrument  to- 
tally out  of  the  line  of  his  prcfef- 
fion,'  in  its  place,  oblige  him,  at 
a  time  of  life  little  calculated  for 
new  habits  or  acquirements,  to 
commence  commiffary  of  accounts. 
It  was  ftill  more  abfurd  and  im- 
proper, becauie  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
v/as  himfelf,  at  that  very  time,  aa 
accountant  with  the  public.  Why 
was  not  that  gallant  officer  em- 
ployed in  his  proper  fphere  of 
action,  in  a  feafon  when  his  fer- 
vices  were  fo   much  wanted?    On 

this 
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this  fabjedl,  in  particular,  Mr. 
Fox  expatiated  with  infinite  wit 
and  felicity  of  thought  and  ex- 
preflion. 

The  minifter  fupported  his  no- 
jaination,  by  obferving,  that  as 
the  accounts  of  the  army  would 
form  a  greats  and  principal  objeft 
of  examination  and  enquiry  with 
the  commiffioners,  he  thought  it 
a  matter  of  great  moment,  that  a 
general  officer,  of  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton's  high  charafter,  great  expe- 
ri£nce,  and  confequent  knowledge 
in  fuch  fubjefts,  (hould  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  commiffion.  That 
he  flwuld  ad  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciple in  the  nomination  of  others ; 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  he  intended 
to  propofe  being  drawn  from  the 
law,  and  others  from  the  mercan- 
tile profeiGon.  The  former  were, 
for  the  gj-eater  part,  mailers  in 
chancery.  Thefe  the  miniller  fup- 
ported, as  from  their  knowledge 
in  ftating  and  fettling  accounts, 
being  particularly  fuited  to  the 
bufinefs.  The  oppofition  exceed- 
ingly ridiculed  this  idea,  and 
afked,  whether  their  remarkable 
quicknefs  in  bringing  private  ac- 
counts to  a  fettlement  was  what  re- 
commended diem  to  that  office  ? 

The  next  nomination  made  by 
the  miniller  was  a  gentleman  in 
office,  although  placemen  were  ex- 
prefsly  excluded  by  a  provifion  in 
the  bill.  This  threw  the  oppoli- 
tion,  who  were  fufficiently  dilTa tif- 
fed before,  into  a  violent  flame, 
and  a  motion  was  immediately 
made  for  the  chairman's  quitting 
the  chair.  After  much  heat  and 
debate,  the  quellion  was  put,  and 
rejedled,  upon  a,  clofe  divifion, 
the  numbers  being  195,  to  173. 
Though  it  was  then  two  o'clock, 
the  debate  was  continued   till  be- 


tween three  and  four;  when  no- 
thing being  concluded,  it  was  put 
off  to  another  day.  The  ifiue  of 
the  bufinefs  was,  that  the  bill  was 
finally  carried  through  both  houfes, 
and  received  the  roy.tl  alTent.  AU 
that  the  oppofition  got  by  thei? 
ftruggle,  was  the  exclufion  of  the 
gentleman  in  office,  to  whofe  per- 
lonal  charader  they  had  not  the 
>  fin  al  1  ell  obj  e  ftioo . 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  arOiy 
coming'     under     confideration,     in 
the  committee  of   fupply,    on    the 
following    day    but     one.    Colonel 
Barre,  who  had  taken  great  pains 
in  inveftigating  that   fubjedt,  after 
flating  the  refult  of  his  enquiries, 
with  his   obfervations  on    them,  tp 
the  committee,    moved  refolutions 
to    the   following    purport : — That 
the  fum  of  1,588,027!.  2s.  is  Hated 
in    the    papers    preiented    to    this 
houfe,  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
fervice  of  the  land  forces  in  North 
America,  from  the  31  ft  of  January, 
1779,  ^°  ^^^  I  ft  o^  February,  1780, 
of  which  fum  no  account  whatfoever 
has    been    laid    before  parliament. 
The    faid     fum    being    over     and 
above    the  pay,  cloathing,    provi- 
fions,  with   ihe  expence  of  freight  ~ 
and     armament     attending    them, 
ordnance,    tranfport   fervice,    oats, 
blankets,   expence  of  Indians,  pay 
of  certain  general  and  ftaff  officers, 
pay   of  feveral    commilTaries,    and 
other  allowances  for  the  faid  forces. 
— That  the  fum  of  3,796,543!.  has 
been  applied   to  the  fervice  of  the 
land  forces   in  North  America,  in 
the  year   1775,  ^77^'  }777>   ^77^' 
of  which  ium    no  fatisfadory    ac- 
count  has    been  laid   before  parli- 
ament.    The  faid  fum    being  over 
and   above   the  Turns    ftated  in  the 
accounts    for    pay,   &c.    including, 
with  the  additioo  of  4:mn,  all  thpib 

con- 
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contingents  which  we  have  ftated 
in  the  former  refolution.r— That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  pradlice  of  incurring  and 
paying  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
to  fo  large  an  amount,  without 
either  explanation  or  fatisfadlory 
account,  and  withont  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament,  is  not  war- 
ranted by  precedent,  is  a  dange- 
rous invafion  of  the  rights  of  this 
houfe,  and  one  of  the  grofs  abufcs 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  complained  oi"  in  the  peti- 
tions of  the  people.— That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  creation  of  new,  unneceflary, 
or  finecure  offices  in  the  army, 
^  with  confiderable  emoluments,  is 
f  0.  profufion  of  the  public  money, 
and  the  more  alarming,  as  it  tends 
to  increafe  the  unconiHtutional  in- 
fluence of  the  crown. 

Thefe  motions,  fupported  with 
the  greateft  ability,  and  moft  per- 
feft  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  by 
the  mover,  drew  out  the  ufual 
courfe  of  debate,  and  upon  the 
fame  ground  which  we  have  here- 
tofore feen  taken,  on  other  at- 
tempts of  enquiry  into  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  American  war.  The 
iirft  refolution  was  rejeded,  upon 
a.  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  more 
than  two  to  one  ;  the  numbers  be- 
ing i?3,  to  57. — The  fecond  and 
third  refolutions  received  a  nega- 
tive without  any  divifion  j  and 
the  fourth  was  withdrawn.  The 
debates  lafted  till  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning.  The  mover 
received  great  applaufe  from  fome 
pf  the  petitioning  bodies,  as  well 
for  the  motions  themfelves,  as  for 
the  labour  and  perfeverance  with 
which  he  had  furmounted  the  nu- 
merous difRculties  that  had  ob- 
ilrudted  the  courfe  of  his  enquiries, 


An  ineffeflual  attempt  was  , 
made  by  General  Conway,  to  ^  ' 
bring  in  a  bill  for  reftoring  peace 
with  America. '  The  bill  did  not 
come  fully  up  to  the  ideas  of  op- 
pofition,  although  it  went  beyond 
thofe  of  adminiftration  ;  but  fo 
eager  were  the  former,  as  they  de- 
clared themfelves,  for  taking  up 
any  meafure  which  at  all  tended, 
to  that  defirable  event,  and  like- 
wife  confjdering  that  it  might  be 
moulded  in  its  progrefs  to  Tuch  a 
form  as  they  conceived  would  be 
more  adapted  to  its  purpofe,  that 
it  brought  out  confiderable  de- 
bates ;  and  upon  a  motion  to  get 
rid  of  it,  without  a  direfl  nega- 
tive, by  calling  the  order  of  the 
day,  they  brought  the  queftion  to 
a  divifion,  in  which  it  was  carried 
againft  them  by  a  majority  of  1 23, 
to  81. 

Information  having  fome  time 
before  been  received  by  the  oppo- 
fition,  that  on  the  day  of  a  great 
meeting  of  the  eleftors  of  Wcftmin- 
fter,  upon  public  affairs,  at  Well- 
mintler-hall,  and  where  feveral  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  rank  and  diltindioa 
in  the  kingdom  attended,  private 
orders  had  been  given  for  a  large 
body  of  the  military,  particularly 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  3d  regi-  , 
ment  of  guards,  to  be  armed  and 
in  readinefs,  who  were  likewifc 
unufuaily  provided  with  a  confi- 
derable quantity  of  powder  and 
ball,  it  had  been  more  than  once 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  brought  out  no 
fmall  degree  of  warmth  and  Iharp- 
nefs  of  obfervation.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  fa<fl  was  at  firft  denied, 
and  it  was  afierted  that  no  fuch 
orders  had  been  given  ;  but  after- 
wards, it  was  partly  acknow- 
ledged, and  atoibuted  to  the  bufy, 

or 
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or  impertinent  application  of  a 
Weftminfter  jufticc.  As  that  de- 
fcription  of  men  were'  not  held  in 
the  higheft  eftimation,  fuch  an  au- 
thority was  not  at  all  acknow- 
ledged, as  any  juftification  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  meafure.  The  fub- 
jedl  was  however  of  a  nature,  which 
Tendered  the  obtaining  of  any  evi- 
dence on  which  to  proceed  exceed- 
ingly difficult. 

o  ,  This   difficulty    being  at 

length  overcome  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Meredith,  he  made  a  motion, 
for  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before 
the  houfe,  a  copy  of  any  requifi- 
tions  made  by  the  civil  raagiftrates, 
and  by  whom,  for  any  of  the  foot 
or  horfe  guards,  to  be  in  readinefs 
from  the  5  th  to  the  7th  of  April  laft. 

This  motion  brought  out  fome 
exceedingly  warm  animadverfion, 
and  ftrong  language ;  (which  at 
this  time  became  more  common 
than  ever)  and  it  was  openly  de- 
clared, that  if  the  people,  legal- 
ly and  conftitutionally  affembled 
upon  their  own  affairs,  were  to 
be  furrounded  by  bodies  of  armed 
jnen,  and  thofe  too  of  a  defcrip- 
tion  particularly  inimical  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  conftitution  and 
them,  it  was  become  neceffary, 
that  the  people  fhould  provide  for 
their  own  fecurity,  by  going  effec- 
tually armed  to  fuch  meetings. — 
The  ground  of  argument  on  the 
pther  fide,  was  the  right  of  the 
^ivil  magiflrate  to  call  in  the  aid 
of  the  military  under  any  appre- 
henfion  of  riot,  and  the  neceffity 
pf  that  power  for  the  prefervation 
pf  the  public  peace.  The  motion 
was  rejefted  on  a  divifion,  by  a 
jpaajority  of  133,  to  91. 

The  houfe  now  began  to  be 
very  badly  attended,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  itate  of  divifions. 


The    committee    on    thfe 


1 8th. 


remaining  claufes  of  Mr. 
Burke's  eflablifhment  bill  being 
refumed,  that  for  abolifhing  the 
offices  of  mafter  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harriers, 
was  rejefled  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  75  to  49. 

The  claufe  for  enafting,  that 
the  places  of  lieutenant  and  en- 
fign,  and  all  other  inferior  offices 
belonging  to  the  body  of  yeomen 
of  the  guards,  after  the  determi- 
nation of  thefe  offices  in  the  pre- 
fent  pofeflbrs,  and  alfo,  all  com- 
miffion  and  other  offices  belonging 
to  the  band  of  gentlemen  pen- 
fioners,  fhould  not  be  fold,  but 
filled  by  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  on  half  pay,  and  of  fifteen 
years  fervice  ;  was  agreed  to. 

The  claufe  for  abolifhing  the 
office  of  paymaster  of  the  penfions, 
and  its  dependencies,  was  rejedled 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  79, 
to  64. 

The  claufe  againft  the  private 
payment  of  the  penfions  during 
pleafure,  was  better  attended, 
and  of  courfe  rejefled  by  a  greater 
majority  ;  the  numbers,  upon  a  di- 
vifion, being  115,  to  79. 

The  claufe  for  limiting  the  fe- 
cret  fervice  money,  was  rejedled 
without  a  divifion. 

The  claufe  for  regulating  the 
order  in  which  payments  were  to 
be  made  to  the  civil  officers  of  the 
Itate,  including  all  the  orders  of 
the  houfhold,  was  rejeded,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  no 
to  58. 

The  claufe  for  enabling  certain 
fpecified  great  officers,  to  call  the 
feveral  public  accountants  before 
them,  in  a  fummary  way,  and  to 
examine  and  audit  their  accounts, 
was  rejefted  by  68  to  31. 

Mr. 
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Mr.   Burke  then  declared,   that 
he  would  not  divide  the  houfe  up- 
on any  of  the  remaining  claufes, 
but    defired    that  they    might  'be 
read  over  and  negatived  as  expe- 
ditioufly  as  poffible,  in  order  that 
the  committee  might  be  diflblved, 
and    his    bill    no    longer    remain 
'  either  an   eye-fore  to  his  adverfa- 
ries,  nor    an    objeift   for    demand- 
ing the  tirefome  and    fruitlefs    at- 
tendance   of  his    friends.      About 
half  of  the   members  immediately 
quitted  the  houfe  upon  this  notice ; 
but  one  folitary  claufe,  relative  to 
the  exchequer,  having  the  fortune 
to  attrad  the   regards  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  he  wifhed  it  might  be  poft- 
poned  to  another  day  ;  for  though 
he  liked  the  objeft  extremely,  it 
was    not    dreffed    entirely    to    his 
talle ;     upon    which    account,    he 
propofed  that  the  chairman  fhould 
report  a  progrefs,  in  order  to  keep 
the  committee  open. 

The  framer  of  the  bill  replied, 
that  his  patience  and  his  fpirits 
were  both  exhaulled ;  and  he  re- 
quefted  of  the  noble  lord  to  be  fo 
kind  and  merciful,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  his  fafFerings,  and  nega- 
tive this,  as  he  had  done  the  pre- 
ceding claufes.  His  plan,  if  a- 
dopted  on  the  large  fcale  on  which 
he  had  laid  it  down,  would,  he 
faid,  have  faved  to  the  nation, 
diredlly  and  in  its  confequences, 
above  a  million  per  annum  ;  and 
it  was  fcarcely  worth  his  lordflup's 
while  to  keep  him  an/  longer  on 
the  torture,  under  the  preffure  of 
this  unfortunate  claufe,  for  any 
I  txifling  faving  which  it  might  pro- 
duce.— Both  fides  being  obllinate, 
the  quellion  was  brought  to  a  di- 
vifion,  which  being  carried  by  the 
minifler,  the  committee  was  ftili 
kept  open. 


On  the  following  day,  the  Re- 
corder of  London  moved  a  refolu- 
tion  in  favour  of  the  petitioners, 
amounting  in  fubftance,  to  the  not 
granting  of  any  farther  fums  of 
money  for  the  public  fervices,  un- 
til the  grievances  ftated  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people  were  re- 
drefled.  Although  he  fupported 
his  motion  very  ably,  in  a  fpeech 
of  confiderable  length,  and  feem- 
ed  tQ  be  very  attentively  liftenei 
to  by  the  houfe,  it  brought  out  no 
manner  of  debate ;  for  jull  as  the 
minifter  had  rifen  to  reply,  the 
queftion  was  fo  inceiTantly  called 
for  by  the  court  party,  that  it  was 
accordingly  put ;  and  the  motioa 
was  rejeded,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  89,  to  54. 

The  laft  effort  in  behalf  of  the 
petitioners,  though  going  only  2 
fmall  way  indeed  to  meet  their  ex- 
pedations,  was  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Dunnine,  in  the  com-  ,,  ,  , 
mittee  of  the  whole  ^^^  ^^^^' 
houfe  on  the  confideration  of  the 
petitions,  that  their  own  two  refo- 
lutions  of  the  loth  of  April,  ftiould 
be  then  reported.  This  brought 
out  very  warm  debates,  in  which 
moll  of  the  principal  fpeakers 
on  both  fides  took  a  part.  A  mo- 
tion was  immediately  made  on  the 
other  fide,  for  the  chairman  to 
quit  the  chair,  amounting  to  a 
diflblution  of  the  committee. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the 
chairman  was  voted  to  quit  the 
chair,  by  a  majority   of   177,  to 

134- 

While  thefe  matters  were  agi-. 
tated  with  fo  much  warmth  in  and 
out  of  parliament,  and  with  fo 
many  extraordinary  turns  of  for 
tune,  an  affair  totally  feparate  was 
at  the  fame  time  carried  on,  for 
a   long   time,  with  little   notice; 

but 
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tut  which,  in  due  feafon,  broke 
cut  with  fo  much  fury  and  vio- 
lence, as  entirely  to  bear  doWn 
all  defagns,  either  for  reforming, 
or  for  Itrengthening  government ; 
and  at  once  overwhelmed  and  bore 
away  before  it  both  majority  and 
minority,  with  an  irrefiftible  tor- 
rent of  popular  fanaticifm  and 
phrenzy. 

Every  body  knows  the  circum- 
.ftances,  as  well  as  the  event,  of 
this  fhameful  and  unhappy  aiFair  *  ; 
and  that  Lord  George  Gordon, 
who  had  been  early  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Scotch  Aflbciation 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  was  likewife  appointed 
prefident  to  an  aflbciation  in  Lon- 
don, formed  in  imitation  or  emu- 
lation of  the  former.  The  pub- 
lic fummons  in  the  news-papers, 
by  which  he  aflembled  fifty  or  fix- 
ty  thoufand  men  in  St^  George's 
JFields,  under  an  idea  of  defend- 
ing the  religion  of  the  country 
againft  imaginary  danger,  by  ac- 
companying the  prefentment,  and 
enforcing  the  matter,  of  a  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  demanding 
the  repeal  of  the  late  law,  which 
afforded  fome  relaxation  of  the 
penal  ftatutes  againft  popery,  are 
likewife  frefh  in  every  body's  me- 
mory. 

The  extraordinary  condufl  of 
that  noble  perfon  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  during  the  prefent  fef- 
fion,  and  the  frequent  interrup- 
tions which  he  gave  to  the  bufinefs 
of  parliament,  as  well  by  the  un- 
accountable manner  in  which  he 
continually  brought  in  and  treated 


matters  relative  to  religion  and  the 
danger  of  popery,  as  the  caprice 
with  which  he  divided  the  houfe 
upon  queflions,  wherein  he  flood 
nearly  or  entirely  alone,  were  paf- 
fed  over,  along  with  other  fingu- 
larities  in  his  drefs  and  manner, 
rather  as  fubjefts  of  pleafantry, 
than  of  ferious  notice  or  reprehen- 
fion.  Even  when  he  involved  mat- 
ters of  ftate  with  thofe  of  religion 
in  a  flrange  kind  of  language, 
boafting  that  he  was  at  the  head  of 
1 20,000  able  men  in  Scotland,  who 
would  quickly  remedy  their  own 
grievances  if  they  were  not  other-, 
wife  redreffed,  and  little  lefs  than 
holding  out  deftrudion  to  the 
crown  and  government,  unlefs  full 
fecurity  was  given  to  the  affocia- 
tions  in  both  countries,  againft 
thofe  imminent  dangers  with 
which  they  were  immediately 
threatened  by  popery.  Such  things, 
and  others,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
extraordinary,  were  only  treated 
merely  as  objedls  of  laughter.  It 
is,  however,  poffible,  that  this 
careleffnefs,  or  complacence  in  the 
houfe,  was  at  length  carried  too  far. 

Befides  the  advertifements  and 
refolutions,  the  inflammatory  ha- 
rangue of  the  prefident  at  the  pre- 
ceding meeting  of  the  Proteftant 
AfTociation,  was  publifhed  in  the 
news-papers,  and  was  full  of  mat- 
ter which  might  well  have  excited 
the  moft  inilant  attention  and 
alarm.  In  that  piece,  the  prefi- 
dent informs  his  enthufiaftic  ad- 
herents, among  other  extraordi- 
nary matter.  That,  for  his  part, 
Jie.  would  Jun  all  hazards  with  the 


*  For  a  particular  detail,  and,  we  fuppofe,  as  far  as  it  extends,  tolerably  au- 
thentic account,  of  this  whole  atTair,  lee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  page 
£54.    of  our  preient  volume. 
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people  ;  and  if  the  people  were  too 
lukewarm  to  run  all  hazards  with 
him,  when  their  confcience  ami 
their  country  called  them  forth, 
they  might  get  another  prefident ; 
for  he  would  tell  them  candidly, 
that  he  was  not  a  lukewarm  man 
himfelf,  and  that  if  they  meant  to 
fpend  their  time  in  mock  debate 
and  idle  oppofition,  they  might 
get  another  leader.  He  after- 
wards declared,  that  if  he  was  at- 
tended by  lefs  than  20,000  men 
on  the  appointed  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petiiion ;  and 
he  gave  orders,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  motion,  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  Ihould  be  mar- 
Ihalled  in  St.  George's  Fields  ; 
appointing  that  they  fliould  be 
formed  in  four  bodies,  three  of 
them  regulated  by  the  refpeftive 
boundaries  of  the  great  divifions 
of  the  metropolis;  and  the  fourth 
compofed  entirely  of  his  own  par- 
ticular countrymen.  To  prevent 
iniftakes,  the  whole  were  to  be 
diftinguiftied  by  blue  cockades.— 
If  this  were  not  fufRcient  to  arouze 
the  attention  of  government.  Lord 
George  Gordon  gave  notice  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 
Tuefday,  that  the  petition  would 
be  prefented  on  the  following 
Friday ;  and  that  the  whole  body 
of  Proteftant  aflbciators,  were  to 
affemble  in  St.  George's  Fields, 
in  order  to  accompany  their  peti- 
tion to  the  houfe. 

Thefe  notices  ought  to  have 
given  a  more  ferious  alarm  than 
they  feem  to  have  done  to  govern- 
ment. The  oppofition  aftehvards 
charged  them  with  little  lefs  than 
a  meditated  encouragement  to  this 
fanatic  tumult,  in  order  to  dif- 
countenancc  the  aflbciations  which 
had  more  ferious  obje6ls  in  view  ; 


and  to  render  odious  and  con- 
temptible all  p&pular  interpofition 
in  affairs  of  l!ate.  They  remind- 
ed them  of  their  activity  in  giv- 
ing orders  to  hold  the  military  ia 
readlnefs  on  a  peaceable  meeting 
in  Weftminfler  Hall ;  and  their 
utter  neglect  of  the  declared  and 
denounced  violence  of  this  fort  of 
people. 

The  alarming  cry  againft  Po- 
pery, with  the  continual  invec- 
tive and  abufe,  which  they  dif- 
feminated  through  news -papers, 
pamphlets,  and  fermons,  by  de- 
grees drew  over  to  a  meeting,  ori- 
ginally fmall  and  obfcure,  a  num- 
ber of  well-ijieaning  people  from 
the ,  various  claffes  of  Proteftants, 
who  feriotlfly  apprehended  their 
religion  to  be  in  danger.  Thu3, 
however  deficient  they  were  in 
point  of  confidcration,  being,  f«r 
the  far  greater  part,  poor  and  ig- 
norant people,  many  of  whom 
could  not  write  their  names,  they 
became  formidable  with  refped  to 
numbers.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
at  all  times  remembered,  that  the 
conduft  of  thefe  aflbciators  was 
not  more  execrated,  than  the  ia- 
tolerant  principle,  to  which  they 
owed  their  'union  and  aflion,  was 
condemned,  by  the  found  and 
eminent  divines,  both  of  the  efta- . 
blillied  church  and  of  the  Diffea- 
tcr?. 

The    grand     divifions    -r  . 

of  the  aflbciators.  being  ■'""^  *^ 
drawn  off  by  different  romes  from 
the  rendezvoiis  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  filled  the  ways,  through 
which  they  marched  m  ranks,  with 
a  multitude  which  excired  won- 
der and  alarm.  Having  arrived 
at  the  place  of  theif  deftination, 
and  filled  up  all  the  llreets  and 
avenues  to   both  houfes,  they   be- 
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gan  the  exercife  of  the  new   au- 
thority derived   from    their   num- 
bers,    only     by     compelling     the 
members  as  they  came  down,   to 
cry  out  No  Popery,  to  wear  blue 
cockades,   and  fome,  as  it  is  faid, 
to  take  an  oath  to  contribute   all 
in  their  power  to  the  repeal  of  the 
new  law,  or  as  they  called  it  the 
Popery   Aft.      But   upon   the  ap- 
pearance   of    the     Archbifhop    of 
York,    and   other  of  the   prelates 
and    court  lords,   their    rage    and 
violence    was     increafed     to     the 
higheft  pitch.     During  this  dread- 
ful tumult,  which    continued  with 
more  or  lefs  interruption  for  fome 
hours,  the   Archbifhop,  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  the  Lord  Pre- 
lident  of  the  Council,  with  feve- 
ral    others    6f   the    nobility,    in- 
cluding mod  or   all  of  the  lords 
in     office,     were      treated      with 
the     greateft     indignities.       The 
Bilhop   of  Lincoln,   in  particular, 
moft    narrowly    efcaped   with    his 
lifie  ;    firil  by  being  fuddenly  car- 
ried into  a  houfe  upon  the  demo- 
lition of  his   carriage;    and    then 
being  as  expeditioufly  led  through, 
and    over  its    top,   into   another. 
Lord  Stormont's  life  was  likewife 
in    the    moft    imminent    danger  ; 
and    he   was   only    refcued,   after 
being  half  an  hour  in  their  hands, 
by  the  prefence  of  mind  and  ad- 
drefs  of  a  gentleman  who  happen- 
ed to  be  in  the  crowd. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  de- 
fcribe  the  allonifliment,  fenfe  of 
degradation,  horror,  and  difmay, 
which  prevailed  in  both  houfes. 
Attempts  were  twice  made  to  force 
their  doors ;  and  were  repelled  by 
the  firmnefs,  and  refolution  of 
their  door-keepers  and  other  offi- 
cers. In  this  fcene  of  terror  and 
dar.ger,  the  refolution  and  fpirit, 
with  which   a  young  clergyman. 


who  afted  as  affiftant  or  fubftitute 
to  the  Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  rebuked  the  outrage 
of  the  mob,  and  told  their  lead- 
er, in  their  prefence,  that  he  was 
anfwerable  for  all  the  blood  that 
would  be  Ihed,  and  all  the  other 
fatal  confequences  that  might  en- 
fue,  merited  fome  other  reward 
befides  mere  applaufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  author, 
mover,  and  leader  of  the  fedition, 
having  obtained  leave  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  bring  up  the  peti- 
tion, afterwards  mov.ed  lor  its  be- 
ing taken   into  immediate    conli- 
deration.     This  brought  out  fom« 
debate,  and  the   rioters  being    in 
pofleffion  of  the  lobby,  the  houfe 
were    kept     confined    for    feveral 
hours,   before    they    could    divide 
upon  the  queftion.     The   impedi- 
ment being  at  length  removed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  magiftrates  and 
guards,  the  queftion  was  rejefted, 
upon    a    diviiion,    by    a    majority 
of  192,  to  fix  only,  by   whom  it 
was  fupported.     During  this  time. 
Lord    George    Gordon   frequently 
went  out  to  the  top  of  the  gallery 
ftairs,  from  whence  he  harangued 
the     rioters,    telling     them    what 
pafTed   in    the   houfe ;    that   their 
petition      would      be     poftpDned  ; 
that  he  did   not  like  delays ;    and 
repeating    aloud,    the     names    of 
gentlemen,  who  had  oppofed  the 
taking  it  into  confideration  under 
their  prefent  circumllances  ;  thus, 
in  fadl,  holding  them  out  as  ob- 
noxious perfons   and    enemies,   to 
a  lawlefs  and  defperate  banditti. 

The   Houfe  of  Commons   have  j 

been  much  cenfured,  for  the  want  ) 

of  refolution    and    fpirit,    in    not  ' 

immediately  commltting>  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  guards  at  night, 
their  own  member  to  the  Tower^ 
wlio  had  by  lb  ihameful  a  viola^ 

tion 
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tlon  of  their  privileges,  involved 
them  in  a  fcene  of  fuch  unequalled 
danger  and  difgrace.  It  has  even 
been  faid  that  a  meafure  of  fuch 
vigour,  might  have  prevented  all 
the  horrid  fcene  s  of  conflagration, 
plunder,  military  flaughter,  and 
civil  execution,  that  afterwards 
took  place.  And  it  has  been  ar- 
gued, from  the  paiHve  conduft  of 
the  mob  fome  years  ago,  upon  the 
committal  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
Crofby,  and  of  Alderman  Oliver 
to  the  Tower,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  attended  with  any  ill 
confequence. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  danger  is  confidered 
in  a  very  different  manner,  by 
thofe  v/ho  are  entirely  out  of  its 
reach, '  and  even  by  the  fame  per- 
fons,  under  its  immediate  im- 
preffion.  The  circumftances  were 
lilcewife  widely  and  effentially  dif- 
ferent. Religious  mobs  are  at  all 
times  infinitely  more  dangerous 
and  cruel,  than  thofe  which  arife  . 
bn  civil  or  political  occafions. 
What  country  has  not  groaned, 
under  the  outrages  and  horrors 
of  fanaticifm  ?  Or  where  have 
they  ever  been  quelled  but  in 
blood?  This  mob  was  much  more 
powerful  and  numerous,  as  well 
as  dangerous,  than  any  other  in 
remembrance.  The  force  of  the 
aflbciators,  was  on  that  day,  whole 
and  entire,  which  it  never  was 
after.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the 
Weather,  which  neceffarily  in- 
creafed  their  inebriation,  added 
fire  to  their  religious  fury ;  and 
rendering  them  equally  fcarlefs 
and  cruel,  nd  bounds  could  have 
been  preferibed  to  their  enormia 
ties. 

The  fituation  of  the  lords  was 
iKll  worfe   than  that  of  the  com^ 
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mons.  Befidies  that  the  malice  of 
the  rioters  was  pointed  more  that 
way,  they  were  not  under  the 
refiraint  of  any  application  to  them 
for  redrefs.  The  appearance  of 
the  lords  who  had  pafTed  through 
their  hands,  -every  thing  about 
them  in  diforder,  and  their  cloaths 
covered  with  dirt,  threw  a  gro- 
tefque  air  of  ridicule  upon  the 
whole,  which  feeined  to  heighten 
the  calamity;  A  propofal  was 
made  to  carry  out  the  mace  ;  but 
it  was  apprehended,  that  perad- 
ve'nture  it  might  never  return.— 
In  a  word,  fo  difgraceful  a  day 
was  never  beheld  before  by  a  Bri- 
tilh  parliament. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  the  confufion 
fome  angry  debate  arofe,  the 
lords  in  oppofition  charging  the 
minifters,  with  being  themfelves 
the  original  caufe  of  all  the  mif- 
chiefs,  that  had  already  or  might 
happen,  by  their  fcandalous  and 
cowardly  concefTiona  to  the  rioters 
in  Scotland ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
calling  them  loudly  to  accounti 
for  not  having  provided  for  the 
prefent  evil,  of  which  they  had  fo 
much  previous  notice,  by  having 
the  civil  power  in  readinefs  for  its 
prevention. — To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered  by  a  noble  earl  in  high 
office,  that  orders  had  been  given 
on  the  preceding  day  for  the  at- 
tendance of  the  magiftrateS ;  but 
two  of  thofe  gendemen  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  way,  being  fent 
for  and  examined,  declared  they 
had  neither  heard  of  nor  received 
any  fuch  orders. 

Before  the  rifing  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  feveraJ  parties  of 
the  rioters  had  filed  off,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  demolition  of  the 
chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardi- 
nian  and   Bavarian  mimllers. 

[*iV]  The 
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The  commons  adjourned  to  the 
6th ;  but  the  lords  met  on  the 
following  day,  and  agreed  to  a 
motion  for  an  addrefs  made  by 
the  Lord  Prefident,  requefling  his 
majefty  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  profecuting,  in  the  moft  effec- 
tual manner,  the  authors,  abet- 
tors, and  inftruments,  of  the  out- 
rages committed  on  the  preceding 
day,  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  upon 
the  houfes  and  chapels  of  feveral 
of  the  foreign  minillers. 

On  the  6th,  above  200  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  the  courage,  notwithftanding 
the  dreadful  conflagrations  and 
ijiifchiefs  of  the  two  preceding 
nights,  the  deftrudlion  threatened 
to  feveral  of  themfelves  in  their 
perfons  and  houfes,  and  which 
had  already  fallen  upon  the  houfe 
of  Sir  George  Saville,  in  Leicefter 
fields,  to  make  their  way  through 
the  vaft  crowds  which  filled  the 
llreets,  and  which  were  interlaced 
and  furrounded  by  large  de- 
tachments of  the  military  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback.  They  found 
Weftminfter  Hall  and  the  ave- 
nues to  the  houfe  lined  with  fol- 
diers ;  upon  which  a  celebrated 
member  obferved  in  his  fpeech, 
bewailing  the  deplorable  fituation 
to  which  parliament  was  reduced, 
that  ^ey  had  a  bludgeoned  mob 
waiting  for  them  in  the  ftreet, 
and  a  military  force  with  fixed 
bayonets  at  their  doors,  in  order 
to  fupport  and  preferve  the  free- 
dom of  debate. 

They,  however,  paffed  fome 
"fefolutions ;  one  being  an  afl'er- 
tion  of  their  own  privileges ;  the 
fecond,  for  a  committee  to  en- 
quire into  the  late  and  prefent 
outrages,  and  for  the  difcovery  of 


their  authors,  promoters  and  a- 
bettors  j  the  third,  for  a  profecu- 
tion  by  the  Attorney  General; 
and  the  fourth,  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty  for  the  reimburfement  of 
the  foreign  minifters,  to  the 
amount  of  the  damages  they  had 
fuftained  by  the  rioters.  Another 
refolution  was  moved  by  the  mini- 
fter  and  agreed  to,  for  proceeding 
immediately,  when  the  prefent 
tumults  were  fubfided,  to  take 
into  due  confideration  the  peti- 
tions from  many  of  his  majefty's 
Proteftant  fubjefts.  .  Intelligence 
being  received  of  the  conflagra- 
tions which  were  commenced  in 
the  city,  it  threw  every  thing  into 
new  confufion,  and  a  hafty  ad- 
journment took  place. 

Some  of  the  lords  likewife  met ; 
but  the  impropriety  of  their  pro- 
ceeding upon  any  public  bufmefs 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  tumult,  and 
furrounded  by  a  military  force, 
being  taken  into  confideration, 
and  an  account  arriving  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  in  his  way  to  the 
houfe,  had  been  fet  upon,  wound- 
ed, and  his  life  only  critically 
faved  by  the  military,  they  ad- 
journed to  the   19th. 

Never  did  the  metropolis,  in 
any  known  age,  exhibit  fuch  a 
dreadful  fpeftacle  of  calamity  and 
horror,  or  experience  fuch  real 
danger,  terror  and  diftrefs,  as  on 
the  following  day  and  night.  t 
It  is  faid,  that  it  was  beheld  '  * 
blazing  in  thirty-fix  different  parts 
from  one  fpot.  Some  of  thefe 
conflagrations  were  of  fuch  a  mag^ 
nitude  as  to  be  truly  tremendous. 
Of  thefe,  the  great  jail  of  New- 
gate, the  King's  Bench  prifon, 
the  new  Bridewell  in  St.  George's 
Fields,   the  Fleet  Prifon,  and  the 

houfe? 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE,    pipj 


houfes  and  great  diiHlleries  of  Mr. 
Langdale  in  Holborn,  where  the 
vaft  quantity  of  fpirituous  liquors 
increafed  the  violence  of  the  flames 
to  a  degree  of  which  no  adequate 
conception  can  be  formed,  pre- 
fented  fpedlacles  of  the  moft  dread- 
ful nature.  The  houfes  of  moft 
of  the  Roman  Catholicks  were 
marked;  and  generally  deftroyed 
or  burned  ;  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
few  magiftrates  who  fhewed  any 
aftivity  in  repreffing  thofe  tu- 
mults. The  outrages  grew  far 
more  violent  and  general  after  the 
breaking  open  of  the  prifons. 

The  attacks  made  that  day  upon 
the  bank,  rouzed  the  whole  afti- 
vity  of  government.  Great  bo- 
dies of  forces  had  for  fome^  time 
been  colledling  from  all  parts. 
They  were  at  length  employed, 
and  brought  on  the  cataftrophe  of 
that  melancholy  night  which  fol- 
lowed. Strong  detachments  of 
troops  being  lent  into  the  city, 
and  the  attempts  on  the  bank 
and  other  places  renewed,  a  car- 
nage, then  inevitable,  enfued,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  lives 
were  loft.  Nothing  could  be 
more  difmal  than  that  night. 
Thofe  who  were  on  the  fpot,  or 
in  the  vicinity,  fay,  that  the  pre- 
fent  darknefs,  the  gleam  of  the 
diftant  fires,  the  dreadful  Ihouts, 
in  different  quarters,  of  the  rio- 
ters, the  groans  of  the  dying,  and 
the  heavy  regular  platoon  firing 
of  the  foldiers,  formed,  all  toge- 
ther, a  fcene  fo  terrific  and  tre- 
mendous, as  no  defcription  or 
even  imagination  could  poflibly 
reach. 

The  metropolis  prefented  on 
the  following  day,  in  many 
places,  the  image  of  a  city  re- 
cently  ftormed  and    facked ;     all 


bufmefs  at  an  end,  houfes  and 
fliops  ftiut  up,  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, public  buildings  and 
ftreets,  pofTefled  and  occupied  by 
the  troops,  fmoaking  and  burning 
ruins,  with  a  dreadful  void  and 
filence,  in  fcene  s  of  the  greateft 
hurry,  noife,  and  bufinefs. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  g^^ 
met  on  the  following  day ; 
but  although  the  rioters  were  en^ 
tirely  quelled,  it  was  immediately 
noticed  that  the  city  of  Weftminfter 
was  under  martial  law,  and  they 
accordingly  adjourned  to  the  19th. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day. 
Lord  George  Gordon  was  taken 
into  cuftody,  at  his  houfe  in  Wel- 
beck  Street,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Horfe  Guards;  and  after  a  long 
examination  before  feveral  lords 
of  the  privy  council,  he  was  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  in  the  eveniiig 
conduced  (under  the  ftrongeft 
guard  that  was  ever  known  to  at- 
tend any  ftate  prifoner)  to  the 
Tovver,  where  he  was  committed 
to  clofe  confinement. 

The  meeting  of  par-  r  ,„^  ;,  _ . v 
,.  c     °, .     ^         une  lotn. 

liament,  after  this  com-  •"  -' 

pelled  recefs,  was  opened  by  a 
fjjeech  from  the  throne,  in  which 
notice  was  taken,  that  the  oati' 
rages  committed  by  bands  of  deP" 
perate  and  abandoned  men,  broke 
forth  with  fuch  violence  ijafo  afts 
of  felony  and  treafon,  had^  fo  fdr 
overborne  all  civil  authority,  and 
th'-eatened  fo  diredlly  the  imme- 
diate fubverfion  of  all  legal  pow- 
er, the  deftruftion  of  all.  proper- 
ty, and  the  confufion  of  every 
order  in  the  ftate,  that  his  majefty 
found  himfelf  obliged,  by  every 
tie  of  duty  and  affedlion  to  his 
people,  to  fupprefs,  in  every  part|, 
thofe  rebellious  infurreftionS,  and 
to  provide  fox  the  public  fafety, 
[*A^j  %  by 


196*]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 

by  the  moft  efFedlual  and  imme- 
diate application  of  the  force  en- 

trufted  to  him  by  parliament. 

They  were  informed  that   pro- 
per  orders   had   been    given,    for 

bringing     the    authors,     abettors, 

and  perpetrators    of   thofe    infur- 

reftions,     and    of    fuch    criminal 

ads,    to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fuch 

condign   puniihment,    as  (he   laws 

prefcribed,  and  the  vindication  of 

public    juftice     demanded.       His 

majefty    concluded,     that     though 

he   truited   it    was    not   neccffary, 

yet  he    thought   it    right. at   that 

time,    to  renew  his   folemn  affur- 

ances   to   them,    that  he    had  no 

other  objedl  but  to  make  the  laws 

of  the    realm,  and    the    principles 

cf.   our    excellent  .  conllitution    in 

church    and    Hate,    tlie    rule   and 

meafure  of  his  conduft  ;   and  ^that 

he  fliould  ever  confider,  it  as   the 

Ixrli  duty  .of  his.  ftation,   and  the 

chief  glory  of  his  reign,  to  main- 
tain and  preferve  the  ellabliflied  re- 
ligion of  his  kingdom,  and,  as  far 

as  m  him   lay,   to  fecure   and   to 

perpetuate  the  rights  .and  liberties 

«^  his  people.  ^  .,;,^^'  .,„    , 

This   fpeech  w^  generally   ap- 

juxjyed    of  on   all  fides,    aud  the 

c^ftomary  addrefics  carried  with- 
out -oppofition.      Sopie     animad- 

.yjsxfion,    however,  pafled   in  hoth. 

l^yfcs,,  and    no    fmall   degree  of 

cexiCaityi  was  thrown  upon  tlie  con- 
daft    of  adminiftration,  with    re- 

fpeft     to    the     late   dilturbanccs  ; 

the  mifchiefs  tha^  ,]^ad  J;ic>ppened, 

and  all  the  unhappy  confequences 

that    might    enfue>   being  direAly 

.charge4   to   their  negleft,    in  not 

.calling    forth    the  civil  "power   in 

time,  and  to  their  delay,  in  not 
"  employing  the  military  until  it 
'  Was^tQp,late.— To  the  iaii  charge. 


it  was  replied,  that  the  fervices 
were  fo  numerous,  and  the  appli- 
cations fo  continual,  and  from 
fuch  various  quarters,  for  protec- 
tion or  affiftance,  as  the  apprehen- 
fions  or  danger  of  the  people  in- 
creafed,  that  the  troops  at  hand 
were  not  half  fuflicient  to  anfwer 
the  demands,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  regulars  and  militia  from  the 
country. 

The  following  day  brought  on 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
the  confideration  of  the  feveral 
petitions,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  late  biU,  which  had  been  made 
the  occafion  of  fo  much  mifchief. 
No  repeal  was  propofed  upon  thofe 
petitions.  No  evil  had  adlually 
happened  from  the  relaxation  of 
tlie  lingle  penal  law  which  had 
been  relaxed ;  and  the  confe- 
quexices  apprehended  from  it,  were; 
considered  as  weak  and  vilionary. 
There  was  rather  much  difcourfe 
than-  debate  upon  the  fubjeft, 
very  little  having  been  faid  on 
the  part  of  the  petitions.  The 
queftibn  was,  however,  folemnly, 
and  very  largely  fpoke  to,  and 
with  the  greateft  eloquence.  The 
chief,  fpeakers  were  Lord  North, 
Lord  -^Beauchamp,  Sir  George 
SaviUe,  Mr..  Wilkes,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Fox.  The  two  latter 
fpoke  for  three  hours  each.  Foe 
the  firft  time  they  all  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide  ;  and  fupported  the 
doftrine  of  toleration,  on  grounds 
much  larger  than  thofe  on  which 
the  bill  complained  of  flood. 

In  order,  however,  to  quiet  the 
minds,  and  to  remove  the  appre- 
henfions,  of  fuch  well  -  meaning 
but  ill-informed  perfons,  as  might 
te  among  the  petitioners,  refolut 
tioni    to     the     following   purport 

were 
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were  moved  for  by  Lord  Beau- 
champ,  agreed  to  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  confirmed  by  the  houfe. 

That  the  eftedl  and  operation  of 
the  aft  paffed  in  the  i8th  of  his 
pKfent  majefty,  for  relieving  his 
fubjefts  profeffmg  the  Popifh  reli- 
gion from  certain  penalties  and 
difabilities,  impofcd,  on  them  by 
an  aft  of  the  nth  and  12th  of 
William  the  Third,  have  been 
mifreprefented,  and  mifunder- 
ftood. 

That,  the  faid  aft,  of  the  1 8th 
of  his  prcfent  majefty,  does  not 
repeal  or  alter,  or  in  any  manner 
invalidate,  or  render  ineffeftual 
the  feveral  ftatutes  made  to  pro- 
hibit the  exercife  of  the  Popifh 
religion,  previous  to  the  ftatute^if 
the  nth  and  12th  of  William  the 
Third. 

That,  no  ecclefiaftical  or  fpiri- 
tual  jurifdiftion  or  authority  is 
given,  by  the  faid  aft,  to  the 
Pope  or  the  See  of  Rome. 

That,  this  houfe  does,  and 
ever  will,  watch  over  the  interefts 
of  the  Proteftant  religion  with  the 
mofl:  unremitted  attention  ;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  feduce  the 
youth  of  this  kingdom  from  the 
eftabliljied  church  to  Popery,  are 
highly  criminal,  according  to  the 
laws  in  force,  and  are  a  proper 
fubjeft  of  further  regulation. 

And,  that  all  endeavours  to 
difquiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  mifreprefenting  the  faid  aft  of 
the  1 8th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  as  ihconfiftent 
with  the  fafety,  or  irreconcileable 
to  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  have  a  manifeft  tendency 
to  dirturb  the  public  peace,  to 
break  the  union  neceflary  at  this 
time,  to  bring  diflionour  on  the 
national     charafter,     to     difcredit 


the  Proteftant  religion  in  the  eyes 
of  other  nations,  and  to  furnifti 
occafion  for  the  renewal  of  the 
profecution  of  our  Proteftant  bre- 
thren in  other  countries.  ' 

On  the  fame  principle  of  af- 
fording fatisfaftion  to,  and  quiet- 
ing the  minds  of  thofe,  who  had 
been  mifled  by  error  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  a  bill  v/as  brought 
in  (though  otherwife  generally 
thought  unnecefiary)  and  pafTcd 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  af- 
fording fecurity  to  the  Proteftant 
religion  from  any  encroachments 
of  Popery,  by  more  efteftually  re- 
ftraining  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
fefling  the  Popifti  religion,  from 
teaching,  or  taking  upon  thera- 
lelves  the  education  or  govern- 
ment of  the  children  of  Prote- 
ftants. 

A  letter  which  had  been  writ- 
ten during  the  late  difturbances, 
by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  and  confirmed  by  others 
of  a  fubfequent  date,  containing 
orders  to  the  officer  who  com- 
manded the  military  forces  in  the 
city  of  London,  to  difarm  all 
perfons,  who  did  not  belong  to 
the  militia,  or  who  did  not  carry 
them  under  the  royal  authority  ; 
this  meafure,  being  confidered  as 
contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  exprefs 
law  of  the  land,  it  gave  no  fmall 
umbrage  without  doors,  and  be- 
came a  fubjeft  of  fome  animad- 
verfion  within.  It  likewlfe  occa- 
fioned  fome  confuiion  in  the  city, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  aftb- 
ciating  and  arming  for  mutual 
defence,  under  the  conduft  of 
their  refpeftive  magiftrates ;  and 
became  the  grouna  of  a  corrc- 
fpondence,  which  has  been  pub- 
lilhed,  between  the  chief  majji- 
[*N]  3  itraie. 
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ftrate,  and  the  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  council. 

«  This   matter   was  taken 

up  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  at 
whofe  motion  (after  fome  ani- 
madverfion  on  the  fubjeft  on  a 
preceding  day)  the  letters  in 
queftion,  the  plan  of  an  aflbcia- 
tion  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  the 
declaration  of  rights  in  the  2d  of 
William  and  Mary,  were  all  read. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  then  ob- 
ferved,  that  thofe  letters  were  de- 
pofited  in  the  public  archives ; 
that  they  would  defcend  to  pofte- 
rity  a  moft  alarming  precedent,  of 
a  moft  violent  and  unwarrantable 
infringement  of  the  conftitution, 
if  no  refolution  of  cenfure  and 
difapprobation  was  entered  on  the 
records  of  parliament.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  noble 
lord's  intention :  his  intention 
might  be  perfectly  innocent,  nay, 
it  might  be  laudable.  But  the 
letter  of  the  order  was  dangerous ; 
future  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  it  to  the  deftrudion  of  our 
freedom,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  anxioufly  wifhed,  their 
lordihips  to  come  to  fome  refo- 
lution upon  the  fabjeft, 

He  accordingly  moved  a  refo- 
lution to  the  following  purport. 
That  the  letter  of  JefFery  Lord 
Amherft,  dated  the  13th  of  June, 
to  Colonel  Twifleton,  then  com- 
manding an  armed  force  in  the 
city  of  London,  in  which  he  or- 
ders him  to  difarm  the  inhabi- 
tajits,  who  had  armed  themfelres 
for  the  defence  of  their  lives  and 
properties,  and  likewife  to  detain 
their  arms,  contained  an  unwar^- 
rantable  command  to  deprive  the 
citizens  of  their  legal  property; 
WHS  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  fun* 


damental  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution, and  a  violation  of  one  of 
their  moft  facred  rights,  as  declar- 
ed in  the  2d  of  William  and  Mary, 
that  every  Proteftant  fubjedl  of 
this  empire  is  entitled  to  carry  arms 
in  his  own  defence. 

The  noble  lord  who  was  the 
fubjedl  of  the  propofed  refolution, 
had,  upon  the  firft  mention  of  the 
affair,  juftified  the  letter,  by  fay- 
ing it  related  only  to  the  mob, 
and  the  riotous  rabble,  who,  he 
had  received  information,  were 
poiTefTed  of  firelocks  ;  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  was  ready  to 
abide  the  confequences.  But  this 
juftification  not  beuig  admitted  on 
the  other  fide,  who  contended 
that  it  was  totally  overthrown, 
by  the  word  inhabitants  in  the  firft 
letter,  and  the  explanations  rela- 
tive to  the  armed  alTociations  in 
the  fucceeding,  new  grounds  of 
vindication  or  defence  were  taken 
by  the  minifiers  upon  the  making 
of  this  motion. 

They  faid,  that  while  they  al- 
lowed the  right  of  Proteftant 
Englifhmen  to  arm,  whether  in 
deftnce  of  their  own  perfons  and 
houfes,  or  thofe  of  their  neigh- 
bours, they  muft  confider  a  wide 
difference  between  their  afting  in 
this  defenfive  manner,  for  the  im- 
mediate protection  of  their  per- 
fons and  properties,  and  their  af- 
fembling  armed  in  bodies,  and 
marching  out  in  martial  array; 
the  firft  was  clearly  juftifiable, 
becaufe  neceffary ;  the  latter  might 
lead  to  many  dangerous  confe- 
quences. Tnat  it  was  not  eafy, 
even  now,  to  look  back  with  an 
equal  and  compofed  mind,  or  in- 
deed without  confxderable  emo- 
tion, to  thofe  dreadful  difturbr 
gjices ;   what   ^hen  muft  it    have 

J)e.en, 
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been,  in  the  midfl:  of  that  fcene 
of  outrage,  danger,  and  confu- 
fion.  It  was  in  the  wild  uproar 
and  confufion  of  that  fcene,  that 
the  noble  lord  -gave  the  order. 
The  meafare  was  prompted  by  the 
fpur  of  the  occafion.  The  necef- 
fity  and  occafion,  as  in  number- 
kls  inttances,  muft  juftify  the  ad. 
It  was  not  to  be  conceived,  that  in 
the  fituation  in  which  the  noble 
lord  was  engaged,  he  could  pay 
nice  attention  to  his  expreffions; 
or  that  a  man  educated  in  the 
field,  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  privileges  of  the  bill  of 
rights. 

But  the  oppofition  contended, 
that  there  was  no  weight  in  the 
argument,  that  the  letter  was 
written  in  a  ftate  of  hurry  and 
confufion  ;  for  the  date  fhewed, 
that  it  had  been  written  feveral 
days  after  the  difturbance  and 
danger  were  over,  it  was  there- 
fore to  be  confidered  as  a  meafure 
taken  upon  due  deliberation  ;  and 
it  was  of  too  ferious  and  alarming 
a  nature,  to  be  pafled  over  with- 
out the  notice  of  parliament. 
They  therefore  urged,  and  even 
fupplicated  the  houle,  not  to  per- 
mit fuch  a  letter  to  defcend  as  a 
record  and  precedent  to  pofterity, 
without  fome  mark  of  their  difap- 
probation  ;  at  any  rate,  they  faid, 
a  diredl  negative  would  be  highly 
impolitic.  •  They  ought  at  leaft  to 
take  fome  gentle  method  of  difpo- 
fmg  of  the  propofition;  and  to 
leave  fomething,  however  lenient, 
on  their  journals,  wliicli  might 
prove  an  antidote  to  the  poifon. 

The  queftion  was,  however,  ne- 
gatived, without  a  divifion.  Two 
motions  on  the  fame  ground  were 
made  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  a  few 
days  after,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 


mons, where  they  met  with  a  Simi- 
lar fate. 

On  bringing  up  the  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  Pcpifh  fchools  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  lords 
in  general,  including  the  right 
reverend  bench,  appeared  much 
on  the  fide  of  toleration  ;  and  in- 
deed fome  of  the  peers,  fpiritual 
as  well  as  lay,  expreffed  the  moft 
liberal  and  enlightened  fentiments 
on  the  fubjeft;  fo  that  the  bill 
fcarcely  leemed  to  be  any  farther 
confidered  as  neceffary,  than  mere- 
ly as  tending  to  allay  the  jealou- 
fies  and  apprehenfions  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

But  feveral  of  the  lords  confi- 
dering  it  as  a  great  indignity  to 
parliament,  and  to  that  houfe 
particularly,  to  pafs  a  bill,  which 
carried  all  the  appearance  of  being 
forced  upon  them  by  outrage  and 
threat,  and  the  fame  idea  operat- 
ing by  degrees  with  others,  it  was 
contrived,  (after  feveral  propofed, 
and  fome  received  amendments) 
upon  its  being  brought  up  to  be 
reported  from  the  committee,  to 
fet  it  alide,  without  a  di-  j  ,  r 
redl  negative,  by  moving  J  ^  +  • 
it  might  be  read  the  third  time, 
on  that  day  week,  which  being 
carried,  had  the  efFeft  of  a  pre- 
vious queftion,  as  it  was  known  that 
a  prorogation  would  take  plac«  in 
the  interim. 

The  fpeech   from  the    ,  ,    „  t 
throne       acknowledged,    •'    ^ 
that  the  magnanimity  and  perfever-  - 
ance  of  parliament,   in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  prefentjuli  and  ne- 
ceffary war,  had  enabled  his  ma- 
jefty    to   make  fuch  exertions,   as 
would,   he  trufted,   difappoint   the 
violent   and  unjuft  defigns   of  his 
enemies,   and  bring  them  to  liften 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
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of    peace. — That    thefe  ,  exertions 
had   already  been    attended    with 
fuccefs    by    fea    and    land ;    and 
the     late     important     and     prof- 
perous   turn  of  affairs    in   North 
America,   afforded  the  fairefl  profr 
pe6t  of  the  returning  loyalty  and 
affedlion  of  the   colonies,    and   of 
their     happy    re-union   with  their 
parent   country.      Particular   obli- 
gations were  acknowledged  to  be 
felt,   and   thanks    accordingly   re- 
turned to  the  Commons,    for   the 
confidence  they  had  repofed,   and 
the  large  and  ample  fupplies  which 
they  had   fo    chearfully    granted, 
iut   the    ftrength   of-  the     fpeech 
feemed  thrown  into  the   conclud- 
ing    paragraph,    in    which    both 
Lords  and  Commons  were  earneft- 
ly  called  upon  to  affill  his  majefty, 
by  their  influence  and  authority  in 
thejr  feveral  counties,  as  they  had 
already    by    their  unanimous  fup- 
port    in    parliament,    in   guarding 
the   peace   of  the   kingdom  from 
future   diilurbances,   and  watching 
over  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
fafety.     To  make  the  people  fen- 
fible   of  the  happinefs  they  enjoy, 
.and   the    diHinguifhed    advantages 
they   derive,    from    our    excellent 
conflitiition    in    church    und    flate. 
To  warn   them  of  the  hazard  of 
innovation;    to  point  out  to  them 
the    fatal    confequences    of    fuch 
commotions    as    have   lately  been 
excited  ;   and  to  imprefi  on  their 
minds    "this      important    trutli, — 
That     rebellious    infurredlions,   to 
refill:  or  to  reform  jthe  laws,   mull 
either  end  in  the  deftrudion  0/  the 


perfon  who  makfes  the  attempt,  or 
in  the  fubverfion  of  our  free  and 
happy  conftitution. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  unu- 
fually  long,  and  very  extraordi- 
nary feflion  of  parliament.  A 
feffion,  in  which  almoft  every  day 
produced  a  queftion,  and  every 
queftion  a  debate,  which  in  any 
other  would  have  been  deemed 
highly  interefting  ;  but  which  were 
frequently  loft,  in  that  glare  of 
ftill  greater  matter,  wliich  was  fo 
continually  thrown  out  in  this. 
A  feflion,  in  which  unexpefted 
viftories,  and  unaccountable  de- 
feats, alternately  raifed  and  funk  thq 
hopes  of  the  contending  parties, 
from  the  higheft  pitch  of  exultation, 
to  the  lowelt  ftate  of  defpondency. 
The  point  of  decifion  feemed  more 
than  once  quivering,  and  hanging 
only  by  a  hair. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid 
with  confidence,  that  fo  great  a 
number  of  important  affairs  were 
never  agitated  in  any  one  feffion. 
The  riot,  in  the  clofe,  threw  a 
general  damp  upon  all  endeavours 
whatever  for  reformation,  however 
unconnedled  with  its  particular 
objed.  Popular  fury  feemed,  for 
that  time  at  leaft,  the  greateft  of 
all  poffible  evils.  And  admini- 
llration  then  gathered,  and  has 
fmce  preferved,  no  fmall  degree  of 
power,  from  a  turriult  which  ap- 
peared to  threaten  the  iubverfion  of 
all  government. 

This  may  likewife  be  confidered 
as.  concluding  ,the  political  exiH-, 
eflce  of  that  parliameut.  .  <t 


CHAP. 
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IX. 


Sir  Georgf  Rodney  proceeds  to  Gibraltar,  in  his  nvay  to  the  Weji  Indies, 
Takes  a  'valuable  Spanijh  Con-voy.  Falls  iti  ^.nth  a  fquadron,  under 
the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  hangar  a.  Takes  the  Admiral^  ivith  fede- 
ral men  of  ivar,  and  dejiroys  others.  Relie-ves  Gibraltar,  fupplies  Minorca, 
and  proceeds  on  his  dejiined  'voyage,  Prothee,  French  man  of  ivar, 
taken  by  Admiral  Digby,  on  his  return  from  Gibraltar.  Dutch  convoy, 
under  the  conduit  of  Count  Byland,  fiopped,  and  examined,  by  Commo- 
dore Fielding.  Count  Byland  cotnes  to  Spithead,  nuith  his  fquadron 
and  con-joy.  Confequences  'of  that,  and  of  other  precedent  and  fuhfe- 
quent  meafures.  Rujjinn  Manifefo.  l^crthern  neutrality.  Royal  pro- 
clamation in  London,  fufpending  certain  ftipulations  in  fa'voiir  of.  the 
fubje£ls  of  the  States  General,  Retrofpective  'uie^vj  of  affairs  in  Ame- 
rica atid  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  ijjg.  Ad-u  ant  ages  derived  by 
the  Spanijh  commanders,  from  their  early  knouuledge  of  the  intended  rup~ 
ture.  Don  Bernardo  de  Galfez,  fubdues  the  Britijh  fettle?nents  on  tha 
MiJ/iJ/tppi.  Sulli-uan^s  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  Indians  of  the  fix 
.  nations.  Some  obfervations  on  the  policy  of  that  people,  and  on  the  ft  ate 
of  culture  and  improvement,  vjhich  the  Americans  difcovered  in  their 
country.  Expeditions  from  Jamaica  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  the 
Mofquito  fijore.  Fortrefs  of  Omoa  and  Spanip  regifter  fijips  taken. 
Vigilant  and  fuccefsful  conduct  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  on  the  leeward 
iftand  ftation. 


THE  opening  of  the  year 
1780,  feemed  to  indicate 
fome  return  of  that  naval  renown, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  pride 
of  the  Englifh  name  and  nation ; 
but  which,  through  fome  unto- 
ward circumftances,  feemed  for 
fome  time  to  have  been  ftrangely 
in  the  wane. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  chief  command  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  was  likewife  un- 
der orders,  to  proceed,  in  his  way 
thither,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  to 
the  retfefof  Gibraltar,  For  that 
important  fortrefs  had  been  very 
clofely  blockaded,  and  in  part 
bef^ged  by  the  Spaniards,  ever 
iince  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
lides  between  the  two  nations  ; 
and  the  lofs  of  our  naval  fuperio- 


rity  in  the  Mediterranean,  toge- 
ther with  that  unhappy  ftate  of 
weaknefs  on  the  ocean,  which  dif- 
abled  us  from  keeping  the  com- 
munication with  that  place  open, 
occafioned  the  garrifon's  being  rfe- 
duced  to  very  confiderable  diibefs, 
as  well  with  refpeft  to  provifions, 
as  to  military  and  garrifon  ftores. 
The  lofs  of  power,  and  confe-- 
quently  of  influence  and  refpeft, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  among  its 
other  ill  efFedls,  has  been  produc- 
tive of  one,  which  could  I'carcely 
have  been  expefted,  at  leaft  in 
the  degree' and  manner  in  which 
it  has  taken  place.  This  has  been' 
the  defedlion  of  the  Barbary  ftates;' 
or  if  not  the  whole,  l^hat  of  their 
principal,  and  in  whom  we  arej 
molt  interefted,  the  Emperoi'  of 
Morocco 


In  about  a  week  the  admi- 
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Morocco  ;  who,  contrary  to  all 
former  example,  and  in  contra- 
vention of  that  mortal  enmity, 
which,  through  a  courfe  of  ages, 
had  been  eftablifhed  and  heredi- 
tary between  the  two  nations,  has 
taken  little  lefs  than  an  open  and 
diredl  part  on  the  fide  of  Spain. 
JJy  this  means  Gibraltar,  in  the 
inoft  critical  feafon  of  danger 
which  it  has  ever  experienced, 
has  been  cut  off  from  its  domeftic 
market ;  and  has  looked  over  in 
vain  to  the  oppofite  fhore,  for 
that  ample  fupply  of  provifions, 
with  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
Jfurnifhed  from  Barbary. 

Fortune  feemed  attached  to  the' 
mew  commander's  flag,  in  a  fignal 
Mianner  on  the  outlet.  He  had 
only  been  a  few  days  at  fea,  when 
lie  fell  in  with  a  very  confiderable 
convoy,  bound  from  St.  Sebaftian 
to  Cadiz,  confining  of  15  fail  of 
ajjerchantmen,  under  the  guard  of 
a  fine  new   64.  gun  fhip. 


l6th. 
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Jan.  orn,  ^^  ^  frigates,  from  32 
'  *  to  26  guns,  and  of  two 
fmaller  armed  veflels.  The  whole 
fleet  was  taken  ;  and  the  whole, 
fhips  of  war,  as  well  as  others, 
belonging  to  the  royal  company  of 
the  Carraccas.  The  capture  was 
exceedingly  fortunate  ;  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  vefl'els  being 
loaded  with  wheat,  flour,  and 
other  fpecies  of  provifion  j  and 
the  remainder  with  bale  goods 
and  naval  ftores.  The  former 
the  admiral  judicioufly  conveyed 
to  Gibraltar,  where  their  cargoes 
were  fo  much  wanted,  and  the 
latter  he  fent  back  to  England, 
wherp  the  naval  ftores  were  no  lefs 
welcome. 

But  this  was  only  the  prelude  to 
greater  and  more  brilliant,  fuccefs. 


ral  fell  in,  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  with  a  Spaniili  fqua-  • 
dron  of  eleven  Ihips  of  the  line, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Juan 
Langara.  The  enemy,  being 
much  inferior  in  force,  endea- 
voured all  they  could  to  avoid  an 
engagement;  a  defign,  to  which 
the  different  circumllances,  of  a 
rough  gale,  high  fea,  Ihort  day, 
and  dangerous  coall,  were  ex- 
tremely favourable.  In  order  to 
countcraft  this  defign.  Sir  George 
Rodney  changed  the  fignal  for  a 
line  of  battle  abreaft,  to  that 
for  a  general  chace,  with  orders 
to  engage  as  the  fliips  came  up 
by  rotation ;  taking  at  the  fame 
time  the  lee  gage,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  retreat  into  their  own 
ports. 

The  headmoft  fhips  began  to 
engage  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening  ;  and  their  fire  was  re- 
turned with  great  fpirit  and  refo- 
lution  by  the  Spaniards.  The 
night  was  dark,  tempeftuous  and 
difmal,  and  the  fleet  being  nearly 
involved  among  the  fiioals  of  St. 
Lucar,  rendered  the  afpeft  more 
terrible.  Early  in  the  adion,  the 
Spanilh  Ihip  San  Domingo,  of 
70  guns  and  600  men,  blew  up, 
and  all  on  board  perifhed ;  the 
Englifli  man  of  war  with  which 
(he  was  engaged,  narrowly  efcap- 
iKg  a  fimiiar  fate.  The  adion 
and  purfuit  continued,  with  a 
conft:ant  fire,  until  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  when  the  headmoft 
of  the  enemy's  line  ftruck  to  the 
admiral. 

The  Spanifli  admiral's  Ihip  the 
Phoenix,  of  80  guns,  with  tliree  of 
70,  were  taken,  and  carried  fafely 
into    port.       The    San    Julian  of 

70 
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7Q  guns,  commanded  by  the  Mar- 
qqis  de  Medina,  was  taken,  the 
officers  fhifted,  and  a  lieutenant 
with  70  Britiih  feamen  put  on 
board  ;  but  by  her  afterwards  run- 
ning on  fliore,  the  viftors  expe- 
rienced the  caprice  of  war,  in 
becoming  themfelves  prifoners. 
Another  fhip  of  the  fame  force, 
was  likewife  taken,  and  her  offi- 
cers ftiifted ;  but  Ihe  afterwards 
run  upon  the  breakers,  and  was 
totally  ioft.  Two  more  efcaped 
greatly  damaged,  and  two  lefs  fo, 
into  Cadiz.  Such  was  the  final 
difpofal  of  the  whole  Spanilh 
fquadron. 

Such  were  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  attending  this  engage- 
ment, that  notwithftanding  the 
inferiority  of  the  enemy  in  point 
of  force,  few  aftions  have  requir- 
ed a  higher  degree  of  intrepidity, 
more  confummate  naval  ikill,  or 
greater  dexterity  of  feamanlhip. 
Even  the  light  of  the  enfuing  day, 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  extri- 
cate feveral  Britiih  capital  fhips 
from  the  moft  imminent  danger ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  fecond 
morning  after  the  adtion,  that  they 
had  entirely  cleared  the  Ihoals,  and 
recovered  deep  water.  It  feems 
upon  the  whole  fcarcely  to  admit 
of  a  doubt,  not  only  that  the 
whole  Spanifh  fleet  would  have 
efcaped  from  a  more  cautious 
commander ;  but  that  the  appa- 
rent circumftances  of  the  cafe 
would  have  afforded  a  full  jufti- 
fication  of  his  condud  upon  any 
retrofpeft. 

The  Spanifh  admiral,  Don 
Juan  de  Langara,  behaved  with  the 
greateft  gallantry ;  was  himfelf 
forely  wounded,  and  his  fhip  near- 
ly a  wreck,  before  he  flruck.  The 
humanity  and  generofity  difplayed 


by  Captk  Macbride'  of  the  Bien- 
faifant,  with  refpeft  to  that  gen- 
tlernan  and  his  Ihip,  along  with 
the  llrid  attention  to  honour  (hewn 
by  the  Spanilh  commander,  both 
defer ve  to  be  remembered,  as  lay- 
ing down  a  rule  of  conduft  worthy 
the  imitation  of  other  officers  ia 
fimilar  fituations. 

A  bad  and  malignant  kind  of 
fmall  pox,  prevailing  on  board 
Capt.  Macbride's  ihip,  that  gal- 
lant officer,  difdaining  to  convey 
infedlion  even  to  an  enemy,  and 
perhaps  confidering  the  peculiar 
terror  with  which  it  is  regarded 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  general 
ill  afpedl  it  bears  to  that  people, 
acquainted  Don  Langara  with 
the  circumllance,  and  with  his 
own  feelings  upon  the  fubjeft ;  at 
the  fame  time  offering  to  prevent 
the  inevitable  danger  and  mif- 
chief  which  muit  attend  fhifting 
the  prifoners,  by  fending  an  offi- 
cer with  an  hundred  men  on  board 
the  Phenix,  and  trufting  to  the 
admiral's  honour,  that  neither  his 
officers  or  men,  (amounting  to 
above  700)  fhould,  in  any  cafe, 
of  feparation  or  otherwife,  in  any 
degree  interrupt  the  Britiih  fea- 
men, whether  with  refpeft  to  na-; 
vigating  the  fhip,  or  of  defend- 
ing her,  againft  whatever  enemy. 
The  propofal  was  thankfully  em- 
braced, and  the  conditions  Itridt- 
ly  adhered  to  by  the  Spanifh  ad- 
miral ;  for  though  there  was  no 
other  fhip  but  the  Bienfaifant  in 
fight,  and  that  the  fea  and  wear 
ther  were  exceedingly  rough,  his 
people  gave  every  affiilance  in  re- 
fitting the  Phenix,  and  in  navi- 
gating her  to  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar. 

After  this  fignal  fucccfs.  Sir 
George   Rodney   having  executed 

his 
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his  commiffion  at  Gibraltar,  and 
waited  the  return  of  fome  men  of 
war,  which  he  had  fent  with  a 
convoy  of  ftore-fhips  and  viftual- 
lers  to  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  that 
commander,  animated  with  fuccefs 
and  covered  with  glory,  proceeded, 
about  the  middle  of  February, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  leaving  the 
bulk  of  the  fleet,  under  the  con- 
du6t  of  Rear  Admiral  Digby,  to- 
gether with  the  Spanifh  prizes,  on 
their  way  to  England.  They  were 
not  many  days  parted,  before  the 
returning  fleet  fell  in  with,  or  ra- 
ther perceived  at  a  great  diftance,  a 
confiderable  French  convoy  bound 
to  the  Mauritius,  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  two  fhips  of  the  line. 
Although  a  general  chace  enfued, 
Hioft  of  the  convoy  efcaped ;  only 
the  Prothee  of  64  guns,  and  two 
or  three  veflcls  laden  with  military 
ftores,  being  taken. 

Thus  far,  fortune  feemed  again 
to  fmile  on  the  Britilb  Flag.  This 
expedition  was  in  all  its  parts  prof- 
perous,  Befides  the  great  damage 
done  to  the  enemy,  fix  fliips  of  the 
line  were  added  to  the  royal  navy 
of  England ;  and  the  value  of  the 
other  prizes,  in  a  public  view, 
was  greatly  enhanced,  by  the  na- 
ture of  their  cargoes,  the  critical 
feafon  in  which  they  were  taken, 
and  the  eflential  fervices  to  which 
they  were  applied.  We  have  al- 
ready feen,  that  the  higheft  honour 
which  he"  could  receive,  the  public 
thanks  of  his  country,  through 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  was 
beftowed  on  Sir  George  Rodney. 
Nor  was  the  nation  at  large  lefs 
gratified.  •  The  long  abfence  of 
good  news,  rendered  this  the  more 
highly  pleafing.  It  v.'as  befides  a 
triumph  over  our  old  and  natural 
enemies,  the  lioufc  of  Bourbon. 


During  this  expedition,  govern- 
ment having  received  intelligence, 
that  a  number  of  Dutch  fhips, 
laden  with  timber  and  naval  ftores 
for  the  French  fervice,  not  being 
abfolutely  allowed  proteftion  by 
the  States  on  their  voyage,  in- 
tended to  efcape  the  danger  which 
they  apprehended  from  the  Britifh 
cruizers,  by  accompanying  Count 
Byland,  who,  with  a  fmall  fquad- 
ron  of  men  of  war  and  frigates, 
was  to  efcort  a  convoy  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, Captain  Fielding  was, 
in  confequence  of  this  notice,  fent 
out  with  a  proper  force,  in  order 
to  examine  the  convoy,  and  to 
feize  any  veflels  containing  thofe 
articles  which  we  deemed  contra- 
band. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  fleets, 
and  permiflion  to  vifit  the  mer- 
chant fhips  being  refufed  to  Cap- 
tain Fielding,  he  notwithflanding 
difpatched  his  boats  for  that  pur^ 
pofe,  which  were  fired  at,  and 
prevented  from  executing  their 
orders  by  the  Dutch.  Upon  this, 
the  captain  having  fired  a  fhot  a- 
head  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  it 
was  anfwered  by  a  broadfide  ;  and 
Count  Byland  having  received  his 
in  return,  and  being  in  no  condi- 
tion of  force  to  purfue  the  contefl 
farther,  then  immediately  flruck 
his  colours.  Moft  of  the  Dutch 
fhips  that  were  in  the  predicament 
which  occafioned  the  contefl,  had 
already,  through  the  length  and 
darknefs  of  the  nights,  and  by 
keeping  clofe  to  the  fhore,  efcaped 
the  danger,  and  proceeded  without 
interruption  to  the  French  ports. 
The  few  that  remained,  with  na- 
val flores  on  board,  were  ftopt ;  and 
the  Dutch  Admiral  then  informed, 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoift  his 
colours  and  profecute  his  voyage, 

I'hat 
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That  commander,  however,  chofe 
only  to  accept  of  the  former  part 
of  the  condition.  He  hoifted  his 
colours;  but  he  refufed  to  feparate 
from  any  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and 
he  accordingly,  with  the  whole  of 
the  fleet  which  remained  with  him, 
accompanied  the  Britilh  fquadron 
to  Spithead;  where  he  continued, 
until  he  received  frefti  inIlru6lions 
from  his  mailers. 

This,  along  \t'ith  many  other, 
both  precediiig  and  fubfequent 
matters,  led  to  that  unhappy  rup- 
ture, which  has  fmce  afforded  fo 
much  caufe  of  joy  and  triumph  to 
the  enemies  of  both,  between  thofc 
ancient,  natural,  and  Proteftant 
Allies,  the  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  States  of  Hol- 
land. Nor  had  it  a  lefs  Ihare 
probably  in  other  fucceeding 
events,  which  were  equally  per- 
nicious to  the  interefts,  and  fub- 
verfive  of  the  power  of  this  coun- 
try. The  apparent  vigour,  how- 
ever, of  this  meafure,  and  the 
femblance  it  from  thence  bore  to 
the  great  and  decided  n>axims  of 
happier  times,  rendered  it  in  fome 
degree  a  favourite  with  many  peo- 
ple; who  from  thence  augured  a 
renovation  of  our  ancient  fpirit  in 
council  and  fortune  in  war. 

But  the  event  which  fmgularly 
marked  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  and  which  was  proba- 
bly, at  leaft,  accelerated  by  that 
we  have  related,  was  the  extraor- 
dinary meafiire  adopted  in  the 
north  of  Europe  ;  where  a  power, 
which  however  great  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  was  of  inferior  note  in  a  ma- 
ritime view,  was  now  feen  dictating 
a  new  code  of  maritime  laws  to 
mankind,  in  many  refpefls  efl'en- 
tially  differing  from  thofe  which 
had  for  feveral  hundred  years  been 
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eftabliftied  among  commercial  na- 
tions, and  going  direftly  to  the 
overthrow  of  that  fovereignty,  or 
pre-eminence  on  the  ocean,  which 
had  been  fo  long  claimed  and 
maintained  by  this  country. 

This  was  the  mani-  t;.  ,  ^  , 
fefto  or  declaration  if-  ^^^'  ^^^^• 
fued  by  the  court  of  Peter/burg, 
which  has  been  the  means  of  form- 
ing, under  the  name  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  that  formidable  naval 
and  military  alliance  and  confe- 
deracy, between  the  northern  pow^ 
ers,  to  which  moll  of  the  neutral 
Hates  in  Europe  have  fmce  ac- 
ceded; and  which.  Great  Britain 
not  being  in  a  fituation  diredlly  to 
contravene,  feems  now  to  be  fettled 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  great  principle  of  this  pipce, 
and  of  that  confederacy  to  which 
it  gave  birth,  is,  that  free  bottoms 
make  free  goods ;  and  this  is  car- 
ried to  the  degree  of  fuppofing 
that  neutral  Hates  are  entitled  to 
carry  on  their  commerce  with  the 
belligerent  parties  in  a  Hate  of  war, 
with  the  fame  degree  of  conveni- 
ence, eafe,  and  fafety,  which  they 
might  have  pradlifed  in  time  of 
peace.  Nor  is  this  all ;  it  is  far- 
ther laid  down,  that  the  neutral 
bottom  has  a  right  to  convey, 
and  to  render  free,  all  things, 
from  any  one  part  of  a  belligerent 
Hate,  and  even  coallwife,  to  ano- 
tJier,  without  let  or  impediment ; 
faving  only  fuch  matters  as  might 
be  deemed  contraband,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  llipulations  of  for- 
mer treaties. 

This  extraordinary  meafure 
(which  in  other  times  would  have 
been  confidered  and  refented  as  a 
declaration  of  war)  was  rendered 
the  more  grievous,  from  its  ori- 
ginating with  a  power,  which  not 

only 
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only  had  been  regarded  as  our  na- 
tural friend  and  ally,  but  which 
had  been  even  held  out  as  our 
flieet  anchor,  in  any  cafe  of  ne- 
ceffity,  which  might  occur  in  the 
prefent  war.  Indeed  this  evil  was 
to  great  and  fo  grievous,  that  it 
might  well  have  been  confidered  as 
filling  up  that  meafure  of  calamity, 
to  which  we  had  been  doomed  by 
our  fatal  civil  difcord. 

It  needs  fcarcely  to  be  noticed, 
that  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain,  expreffed  the  utmoft  appro- 
bation of  a  fyftem  fo  exadlly  cal- 
culated, and  immediately  fuited 
to  their  own  views,  and  which 
they  could  at  a  future  time  find 
means  eafdy  to  fhake  off.  They, 
accordingly,  were  little  lefs  than 
loft  in  aitonifhment,  at  the  confi- 
deration  of  that  wifdom,  juftice, 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and  be- 
nevolence, which  had  produced 
ideas  fo  fimilar  to  their  own.  It 
was  upon  the  fame  principle,  of  a 
liberal  and  free  commerce,  arid  an 
unreftrained  navigation  to  all  na- 
tions, that  they  had  taken  part 
with  the  Americans,  and  were  now 
expending  their  blood  and  treafure 
in  a  war  with  England.  As  they 
did  not  fully  comprehend  the  new 
fyftem,  nor  know  to  what  extent 
it  was  to  be  carried,  they  waited 
with  deference,  for  thofe  further 
regulations  or  explanations,  which 
the  Emprefs  of  the  Ruffias  might 
think  proper  to  communicate;  but 
were  convinced,  from  the  congeni- 
ality of  fentiments  on  both  fides, 
that  nothing  could  happen,  in  the 
intermediate  time,  on  theirs,  which 
would  aftbrd  any  diffatisfa(^on  to 
her. 

The  folitary  court  'of  London, 
was  obliged  to  fupprefs  her  indig- 
nation:  at    an   injury,    which    fhe 


could  not,  at  prefent,  refent  nor 
remedy.  She  expoftulated  with  the 
court  of  Peterft)urgh,  on  the  con- 
ftant  attention  and  regard,  which 
Ihe  had  hitherto  on  every  occafidn 
fhewn  to  her  flag  and  commerce ; 
fhe  declared  a  continuance  of  the 
fame  conduft  and  difpofition,  and 
fhe  reminded  Ruffia,  of  the  reci- 
procal ties  of  friendlhip,  and  the 
common  interefts,  by  which  they 
were  mutually  bound. 

But  although  thi*  northern  coh» 
federacy  was  too  formidable  to  be 
meddled  \v^th,  the  weak  ftate  of 
Holland,  with  refpeft  both  to  her 
military  and  marine  force,  to- 
gether with  the  particular  fituation 
of  that  country,-  and  the  divifions 
among  the  people,  who  were  fplit 
into  violent  faftions,  by  no  means 
afforded  any  fuch  operative  mor 
tives  of  condudl.  It  was  accord- 
ingly determined,  by  ftrong  mea- 
fures,  not  only  to  endeavour  t6 
prevent  the  republic  from  acceding 
to  the  northern  confederacyj  but 
likewife  thereby  to  induce  that 
ftate  to  afford  the  fuccours  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaty  to  England,  and 
which  all  negociation  had  hither- 
to failed  of  obtaining.  It  was  al- 
fo  undoubtedly  expeded,  that  an 
appearance  of  vigorous  determi- 
nation, along  with  a  warm  expref- 
fion  of  refentment  on  the  fubjed, 
would  tend  much  to  fupport  and 
ftrengthen  the  Englifli  party  in 
Holland,  and  to  difcourage  and 
deprefs  the  French;  the  latter  of 
which,  from  various  caufes  and 
motives,  had  increafed  exceeding- 
ly in  ftrength  and  number,  during 
the  progrefs  of  the  American  war  ; 
a  war,  which  we  have  foi-merly 
feen,  had  been  early  deprecated 
and  regretted  by  the  friends  of 
England  in  that  country.  The 
expeda- 
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expe£lation  formed  from  thofe 
meafures  was  much  difappointed. 
The  Dutch  are  certainly  much 
hurt  and  weakened  ;  but  their 
connexions  with  our  enemies 
of  all  defcriptions  is  grow  n  much 
clofer,  and  their  alienation  from 
Great  Britain  much  more  decided 
and  hoflile. 

Upon  thefe,  and  other  grounds, 
after  previous,  but  ineiFetSlual 
warning,  given  by  the  Britilh 
minifters,  both  at   London  and  the 

April  17th.      ^^g"/'  "  ^^y^^  f^: 
'^         '  clamation  was    lilued 

at  the  former  of  thefe  places,  in 
which  the  non-performance  of  the 
States  General,  with  rcfpect  to  tlie 
fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty,  be- 
ing confidered  as  a  derelidion  of 
the  alliance  fo  long  fubfilHng  be- 
tween both  countries,  and  that 
they  have  thereby  placed  them- 
felves  in  the  condition  of  a  neutral 
power,  bound  by  no  treaty  or  con- 
nexion with  this  kingdom,  it  is 
therefore  held,  that  upon  every 
principle  of  wifdom  and  juftice, 
they  ihould  from  henceforward  be 
confidered,  as  ftanding  only  in 
that  diftant  relation  in  which  they 
had  placed  themfelves.  It  is  there- 
fore declared,  that  the'fubjedts  of 
the  United  Provinces,  are  hence- 
forward to  be  confidered  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  of  other 
neutral  ftates,  not  privileged  by 
treaty  ;  and  fiis  majefty  fufpends, 
provifionally,  and  till  further  or- 
der, all  the  particular  ftipulations 
refpeding  the  fubjeds  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  now  fubfifting  ;  and  more 
particularly  thofe  contained  in 
the  marine  treaty  between  Great 
Jiritain  and  the  United  Provinces, 
concluded  at  London,  on  the  nth 
pf  December,  1674. 


Having  thus  taken  a  general- 
view  of  our  affairs  in  Europe,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  look  to  thofe 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 
in  the  firil  place,  to  take  a  retro- 
fpedl  of  fuch  matters  in  America 
and  the  Well  Indies  during  the  year 
1779,  as  did  not  come  witliin  oar 
line  in  the  lalt  volume. 

It  appears  from  various  circum- 
fiances,  that  the  Spanifh  gover- 
nors and  commanders  in  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  intended  rup- 
ture between  Spain  and  England,  . 
long  before  the  declaration  pre- 
fented  by  their  minifler  to  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  i6th  of 
June,  1779.  ^^  would  even  feemi 
that  they  were  informed  of  the 
preciie  time,  or  very  near  it,  at 
which  that  event  would  take  place  5 
for  it  is  aflerted,  that  war  was 
declared  in  the  ifland  of  Porto 
Rico,  in  a  few  days  after  the  de-i 
livery  of  that  refcript  in  London  ; 
and  it  is  certain,  that  Englifh 
veffels  were  carried  into  the  Ha* 
vannah  as  prizes,  before  any  in- 
telligence of  that  meafure  could 
have  been  pofTibly  received  in 
America.  Plans  were  according- 
ly laid,  and  preparations  made  to 
the  time,  vi'hich  afforded  advan-  t 
tage  in  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities.  i 

But  in  no  inflance  was  the  ef--- 
feft  of  this  pre -intelligence  foi 
ruinous,  as  in  the  lofs  which  it 
occafioned  of  the  Britifh  fettle- 
ments  on  the  Miffilfippi,  along 
with  the  capture  of  the  troop* 
dellined  to  their  proteflion.  We 
have  heretofore  fhewn,  that  the 
fettlements  in  that  part  of  Loui- 
fiana,  being  yet  too  weak  for  a 
particular  government,  were  an- 
nexed to  that  of  Well  Florida ; 
3  which 
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which  was,  however,  too  dlftant 
to  afford  any  eiFeftual  proteftion. 
We  have  alfo  feen  that  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  a  party  of  Americans 
vifited  that  country,  and  received 
a  temporary  fubmiffion  from  the 
inhabitants,  which  they  did  not 
ftay  to  maintain.  That  Ameri- 
can expedition,  and  the  defencelefs 
ftate  of  the  fettlements,  which  it 
had  rendered  apparent,  were  un« 
doubtedly  the  caufes,  that  fome 
troops  had  fmce  been  fent  for  their 
protedlion. 

Don  Bernardo  de   Galvez,  the 
Spanifh    Governor    of    Louifiana, 
having   coUefted  the   whole  force 
A  ,      of  his  provmce  at  ISew 

Aug-I9tfi.  Orleans,  firft  publicly 
''"'  declared  the  indepen- 
dency of  America  by  beat  of 
drum,  and  then  fet  out  on  this 
expedition.  He  had  prcvioufly 
concerted  his  meafures  fo  well  in 
fecuring  the  communications,  that 
Major  General  Campbell,  who 
commanded  at  Penfacola,  did  not 
leceive  the  fmalleft  information  of 
the  danger  of  the  weftern  part  of 
the  province,  or  even  that  hoftility 
was  intended,  until  the  defign  was 
nearly  eftefted.  With  fimiiar  ad  - 
drefs,  and  profiting  of  the  fecurity 
which  prevailed  on  our  fide,  he  had, 
by  furprize  and  ftratagem,  taken  a 
royal  lloop  of  war,  which  was  fta- 
tioned  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and 
was  equally  fuccofsful  in  feizing  fe- 
veral  vefl'els  on  the  lakes  and  rivers, 
laden  with  provilions  and  ncceffa- 
ries  for  the  Britiih  detachment,  and 
one,  containing  fome  troops  of  the 
regiment  of  Waldeck. 

Such  lucky  circumfiances,  were 
not  neceflary  to  infure  fuccefs  to 
his  enterpriz,e.  The  whole  mili- 
tary  iorccj    Britifh   and    German, 


ftationed  for  the  proteftion"  of  the 
country,  did  not  amount  to  five  hun- 
dred men  ;  and  thefe  had  no  other 
cover  againft  a  fuperior  enemy,  but 
a  newly  conlbrudted  fort,  or  more 
properly  Field  Redoubt,  which 
they  had  haltily  thrown  up,  at  a, 
place  called  Baton  Rouge.  In  this 
place,  however.  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Dickfon,  of  the  i6th  regi- 
ment, ftood  a  fiege  of  nine  days; 
and  when  the  opening  of  a  battery 
of  heavy  artillery  had  rendered 
all  farther  defence  imprafticable, 
he  obtained  conditions  very  ho- 
nourable to  the  garrifon,  and 
highly  favourable  to  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  troops,  from  the  na- 
ture of  their  fituation ,  were  necef- 
farily  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  Wjar  ;  and  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, highly  to  the  honour  of  the' 
Spanilh  governor  and  commander, 
Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  that  up- 
on this,  as  well  as  upon  a  later  oc- 
cafion  of  the  iame  unfortunate  na- 
ture, no  thing  couldexceed  the  good 
faith  with  which  he  obfcrved  the 
prefcribed  conditions,  nor  the  hu- 
manity and  kindnefs  with  wliich  he 
treated  his  prifoners. 

The  languid  nature  of  the  cam- 
paign on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
enabled  the  Americans,  in  the  be- 
ginning and  progrefs  of  the  au- 
tumn, to  take  a  heavy  vengeance 
on  the  Indians,  for  the  cruelties 
and  enormities  which  they  had  fo 
long  pradtifed  on  the  frontiers. 
So  formidable  was  this  enemy  now 
grown,  through  the  accefiion  of 
ftrength  and  difcipline  which  it  de- 
rived from  the  refugees  and  white 
adventurers,  that  a  fmall  army, 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  under  the 
conduft  of  General  Sullivan,  af- 
filed   by    fome  other  ofhcers   of 

name. 
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name,  were  deftined  to  this  fer- 
vice.  The  famous  confederacy  of 
the  five  or  of  the  fix  nations,  as 
it  has  been  differently  called  ;  that 
confederacy  which  exhibited  the 
rude  outlines  of  a  republic,  in  the 
jTioit  hidden  defarts  of  America,, 
was  the  objcft  of  the  prefeut  ex- 
pedition. 

Thefe  nations  lying  at  the  backs 
of  the  northern  and  middle  colo- 
nies, amidft  the  great  lakes,  rivers, 
and  impenetrable  forefts,  which 
feparate  them  from  Canada,  had 
long  been  renowned  for  the  cou- 
rage, fidelity,  and  conitancy,  with 
which  they  had  adhered  to  the 
Englilh  in  their  wars  with  the 
French  ;  and  had  even  afTifled  them 
frequently  againfl  different  na- 
tions of  their  own  countrymen. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
contefl^,  they  had  concluded  a  trea- 
ty with  the  Americans,  by  which 
they  bound  themfelves  to  obferve  a 
Itriil:  neutrality  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  ftruggle.  The  Americans 
faid,  that  they  offered  at  that  time 
to  take  up  the  hatchet  againll  the 
Englifh,  but  that  they  had  rejedled 
the  offer  upon  principle  ;  only  re- 
quiring of  them  to  adhere  ftridly  to 
the  neutrality. 

The  power  of  prefents,  with 
the  influence  of  Sir.William  John- 
fon,  and  fome  others  who  had  in- 
tcreil  among  them,  operating  upon 
their  own  r.atural  propenfities, 
foon  led  them  to  depart  from  this 
pacific  line  of  condutS:,  and  they 
took  a  diilinguifhed  part  in  that 
cruel  and  dellruftive  war,  which, 
we  have  more  than  once  feen,  was 
carried  on  againll  the  back  fettle- 
ment.  The  Oneida  Indians  were 
the  only  nation  of  the  confede- 
racy, who  had  adhered  to  the  neu- 
trality ;  or  at  leaft,  who  were  not 
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known  to  have  taken  any  difeft 
part  againll  the  Americans.  They 
were  accordingly  deftined  to  el^ 
cape  the  intended  general  deftruc- 
tion.  For  the  principle  of  this 
war  was  extermination  ;  fo  far  as 
that  can  be  carried  into  execution 
againil  an  enemy,  who  feldom  can 
be  caught  or  found,  except  when, 
from  motives  of  advantage,  he 
choofes  to  ftay,  or  to  reveal  him- 
felf.  They  were  of  opinion  that 
nothing  lefs  than  driving  them 
totally  and  far  from  their  prefent 
poffeflions,  could  ever  afford  any 
permanent  profpeft  of  fecurity  and, 
quiet  to  their  numerous  infant 
fettlements ;  which  they  knew, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  would 
foon  become  the  great  fources  of 
wealth  and  flrength  to  their  refpec- 
tive  flates. 

The  Indians  marched  boldly  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  their  coun- 
try to  meet  the  invaders.  They 
were  headed  by  Butler,  Brandt, 
Guy  Johnfon,  and  Macdonald  ; 
and,  befides  affembling  all  their 
own  tribes  and  allies,  were  joined 
by  fome  hundreds  of  refugees,  or, 
as  the  Americans  call  them,  Tories, 
They  polfefTed  themfelves  of  a 
difficult  pafs  in  the  woods,  be- 
tween Chemung  and  Newtown,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Teaoga  River  ; 
where  they  conllruded  a  Ilrong 
breafl-work,  made  of  large  logs, 
of  above  half  a  mile  in  extent ; 
from  v/hence  other  works,  of  lefs 
ftrength,  reached  a  mile  and  a , 
half,  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  in- 
their  rear,  \vhere  a  fecond  breafl- 
work  was  formed. 

A  warm  attack  and  .  , 

defence     took     place,       S'    9    * 
and  was  continued  for         779' 
two     hours ;     in    which    Sullivan 
found  that  he  had  full  occafion  for 

[*0]  his 
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his  artillery  to  make  any  efFeftual 
imprcflion  on  the  breaft-work. 
The  rout  of  the  confederates 
was  accelerated  and  completed, 
through  the  movements  that  were 
made  by  the  generals  Poor  and 
Clinton,  for  turning  their  flanks, 
and  thereby  cutting  off  their  re- 
treat. The  viftory  was  fo  com- 
plete, that  they  never  attempted  to 
make  another  Itand  during  the  fub- 
fequent  deiblaiion  of  their  coun- 
try. 

This  aflion  only  opened  the 
way  to  the  commencement  of  Sul- 
livan's expedition  ;  and  there  was 
a  difficulty  ftill  remained,  which 
was  capable  of  rendering  it  in  a 
great  meafure  ineffedlive.  To  ren- 
der the  fervice  in  any  confiderable 
degree  cfFeftual,  it  was  necefTary 
that  the  army  fhould  be  out  a 
month,  at  leaft,  in  a  country  to- 
tally unknown,  and  where  no  fup- 
plies  of  any  fort  could  be  hoped 
for ;  but  with  all  Sullivan's  in- 
duftry,  and  the  aids  of  his  employ- 
ers, the  diftance,  roads,  and  other 
circumllances,  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable to  provide  provifioti  for 
more  than  half  the  time  ;  nor,  if 
there  had  been  more,  were  pack- 
horfes  to  be  found  for  its  convey- 
ance ;  although  to  lighten  the  car- 
riage, the  cattle  which  they  were 
to  live  upon  were  driven  along 
with  the  army.  The  fpirit  of  the 
foldiers,  the  hearty  zeal  of  the  of- 
ficers, with  an  animating  fpeech 
from  their  general,  removed  all 
impediment  to  the  defign :  the 
propofal  of  ftiort  allowance  was 
received  with  the  loudeft  fhouts  of 
approbation ;  and  the  ration  for 
24.  hours  was  fixed,  with  univerfal 
confent,  at  half  a  pound  of  flour, 
and  as  much  frefh  beef;  the  re- 
..daftion  going  even  to  th«  fait. 


This  expedition  was  worthy  of 
note,  as  it  difcovered  a  greater 
degree  of  policy,  and  rather  an 
higher  ftate  of  improvement,  a- 
mong  thofe  Indian  nations,  than 
had  been  expefted,  even  by  thofe 
who  had  lived  near,  and  almod 
in  the  midft  of  them.  Sullivan 
difcovered,  to  his  furprize,  that  no 
guides  could  be  procured  who 
knew  any  thing  at  all  of  the  coun- 
try; and  that  the  only  means  he 
had  of  finding  his  way  to  the  In- 
dian towns,  were  thofe  which  be- 
tray a  wild  beaft  in  his  den,  the 
track  of  the  inhabitant ;  which 
was  a  much  more  difficult  clue  in 
the  former  cafe  than  the  latter,  as 
the  lad  of  an  Indian  file  always 
fmooths  and  covers  over  with 
leaves  the  tracks  made  by  his  fel- 
lows and  himfelf ;  fo  that  it  re- 
quires much  experience,  as  well 
as  patience  and  induftry,  to  be 
able  to  develop  and  trace  them. 

The  degree  of  culture  about  the 
Indian  towns  was  confiderably 
higher  than  could  be  fuppofed 
from  former  obfervations  and  opir 
nions  relative  to  the  cuftoms  and 
manners  of  thefe  people.  The 
beauty  of  their  fituation,  in 
many  inftances,  indicating  choice 
and  defign,  together  with  the 
fize,  the  conftruAion,  and  the 
neatnefs  of  their  honfes,  were  the 
firft  great  objefts  of  admiration  in 
this  new  country.  Sullivan  fays, 
in  feveral  places,  that  the  houfes 
were  not  only  large,  but  elegant ; 
and  frequently  mentions  their  be-' 
ing  built  of  frame-work.  ,  The 
fize  of  their  corn  fields  excited  his 
wonder,  as  well  as  the  high  de- 
gree of  cultivation  which  they 
fliewed.  Some  idea  may  be  form- 
ed of  both,  from  the  quantity  of 
corn   the  Americans   deftroyed  in 

this 
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this  expedition  ;  which  they  efti- 
mate  at  160,000  bulhels. 

But  the  number  of  fruit -'trees 
which  they  found  and  deilroyed, 
wich  the  fize  and  antiquity  of  their 
orchards,  aiFord  an  objedi  of  much 
greater  admiration  ;  as  thele  cir- 
cumftances  not  only  fhew  that  cul- 
tivation was  not  of  a  late  date  a- 
mong  thefe  people,  bat  tend  like- 
wife  to  overthrow  that  opinion  fo 
generally  received,  that  the  In- 
dians are  incapable  of  looking  to 
futurity  in  their  condud,  and 
confequently  totally  improvident 
with  rc'ipeft  to  polierity.  Perhaps 
other  inftances  of  this  nature,  and 
in  a  ftill  higher  degree,  may  yet 
be  found,  in  more  remote  or  hid- 
den parts  of  America  ;  and  per- 
haps it  may  be  difcovered,  that 
man,  in  what  is  called  his  favage 
flate.  like  beavers,  and  fome  other 
animals,  becomes  more  fnvage, 
careler<!,  and  improvident,  in  pro- 
jfortion  as  he  finds  that  his  vie;vs  are 
broken,  and  his  fecurity  leflened, 
by  the  near  approach  of  the  civi- 
lized part  of  hjs  own  fpecies. 

Sullivan  informs  us,  that  they 
cut  down  1500  fruit'-trees  in  one 
orchard  ;  and  takes  notice  in  dif- 
ferent places,  without  the  fmalleft 
obfervotion  on  the  faft,  tliat  many 
of  the  trees  carried  the  appearances 
of  great  age.  Neither  the  paft 
enormities  or  cruelties  of  the  In- 
dians, the  poJicy  of  rhe  motives, 
the  juitice  of  the  refeotifien:,  or 
even  the  fappofed  neceffity  of  the 
aft,  can  prevent  the  pain  arifing 
to  a  fenfible  mind,  from  fuch  a 
havock  and  deurudion  of  the  la- 
bours and  hope  of  mankind  ;  it 
is  not  impoffible,  that  the  very  im- 
providence imputed  to  the  pro- 
prietors, renders  the  blight  which 
thus  fell  upon  the  fruits  of  their 
poor  indullry  the  more  afHliliag. 


The  work  of  defolation  was 
completed  within  the  prcfcribcd 
time,  and  no  more;  there  not  be- 
ing a  day  to  fpare.  In  that  time, 
the  Americans  had  deftroyed  forty 
Indian  towns  ;  of  which,  Chi- 
nefee,  the  largeft,  contained  128 
hoafes  ;  but  the  others  bore  no 
proportion  as  to  fize.  It  feems, 
by  a  paffage  in  Sullivan's  letter, 
as  if  they  had  already  began  to  call 
a  willful  eye  towards  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  fine,  and,  until  now, 
unexplored  country.  Sullivan 
gained  great  public  applaufe  by 
this  expedition,  and  received  tefil- 
moniais  of  the  fulleft  approbation 
and  warmeft  afFedtion  from  his 
officers  and  army  ;  but  he  pur- 
chafed  thefe  gratifications  at  the 
expence  of  a  ruined  conllitution, 
which  has  fince  reftraincd  him 
from  all  aftive  fervice. 

It  happened  about  this  feafon, 
that  the  bayr.ien  on  the  Mufquito 
and  bay  of  Honduras  fliores,  (as 
the  logwood  cutters  are  called) 
being  hard  preffed,  and  in  great 
danger  from  the  Spaniards,  the 
governor  of  Jamaica  had  difpatch- 
cd  Captain  Dalryraple,  (com- 
mandant of  a  new  corps  raifed  in 
Ireland  for  the  fervice  of  that 
ifland)  v/ith  a  fmall  force  and  fome 
arms,  to  their  rei.^  f.  Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Parker  had  alfo  detached 
a  fmall  fquadron,  confiiling  of  the 
Charon,  LowellofFe,  and  Pomona 
frigates,  with  the  Race-Horfe 
fchooner,  under  the  condufl:  of 
Captain  Luttrcll,  of  the  Charon, 
as  commodore,  to  the  bay  of  Hon- 
duras, in  order  to  intercept  fome 
Spanish  regifter  fhips ;  which, 
however,  efcaped  into  the  excel- 
lent harbour,  and  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  ftrong  fertrefs  of  St. 
Fernando  de  Omoa,  where  they 
were    found    too  well    fecured  for 

1*0]  2  s^y 


212*]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


any  attack  by  fea,  which  the  pre- 
fent  fmall  fquadron  was  capable  of 
making. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  five  or 
fix  hundred  Spaniards  had  arrived 
in  fmall  craft  «*  St.  George's  key, 
the    principal    fettlement    of   the 
baymen  on  the  coall  of  Honduras, 
which  they  plundered,  and  befides 
Otherwife  treating  the  people  with 
great   barbarity,   fent  numbers    of 
them,  with  their  families,  as  pri- 
foners,  to   Merida.     It  happened, 
however,  that    by    various    fortu- 
nate accidents,  by   the  arrival  of 
fuccours,  by   the   fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  which  feems  in  a  particular 
manner  to  animate  thofe  who  have 
any  concern  on  that  coaft,  and  the 
exertions  of  feveral  bold  and  aftive 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  that 
the  invaders  were  not  only  driven 
with     precipitation,    and    without 
perfefting    their  defign  of  defola- 
tion,   from  St.  George's  key;  but 
that   the    fcattered    baymen  being 
collefted,   thofe    who   were    lately 
refugees,  or  in  circumftances  of  im- 
minent   and    immediate     danger, 
not  fatisfied  with   an   efcape,   af- 
pired  to  adventure  and  conquell. 

For  upon  the  expulfion  of  the 
Spaniards  from  the  coaft,  the  com- 
modore had  the  fortune  to  fall  in 
at  fea  with  the  Porcupine  floop  of 
war,  with  Captain  Dalryniple, 
and  his  detachment  of  the  loyal 
Irilh,  under  convoy.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  opportune. 
The  commanders  immediately  de- 
termined to  unite  their  forces,  in 
an  attack  by  fea  and  land  upon 
Omoa ;  a  bold  attempt  with  their 
force,  but  in  which  fuccefs  held 
out  a  profpeft  of  throwing  the  gal- 
leons (which  were  IHII  under  its 
flielter)  into  their  hands. 

The  fortrefs  at  Omoa  fliould 
have  been  exceedingly  ftrong,  if 


llrength  were  always  the  conT<r- 
quence  of  labour  and  expence. 
The  Spaniards  h^d  for  many  years 
been  employed  in  the  conftruftion 
of  the  works.  The  walls,  (the 
ftones  of  which  were  raifed  in  the 
fea,  at  above  20  leagues  diftance) 
were  about  28  feet  high,  fuf- 
rounded  by  a  deep  dry  ditch,  and 
the  parapets,  of  folid  ftone,  were 
18  feet  in  thicknefs.  It  was,  how- 
ever, to  be  confidered  only  as  a 
fort  or  caftle  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbour,  the  town  itfelf  being  en.* 
tirely  open.  Its  batteries  fhewed 
about  40  pieces  of  artillery ;  but 
it  feems  to  have  been  deficient  in 
that  refpeft,  as  well  as  in  point  of 
garrifon. 

The  land  force  of  the  afiaiUnts, 
by  the  jundlion  of  the  baymen, 
along  with  the  marines,  which 
were  entirely  given  by  the  com- 
modore to  that  part  of  the  fervice, 
fomewhat  exceeded  500  men  ;  the 
defenfive  force,  without  including 
the  [runaway  inhabitants,  was  not 
much  inferior  in  number. 

.w'^ct'Thfl^g-   °^-  ■^"'- 

lilh  were  fo  much  annoyed  by  the 
fire  from  the  town,  on  their  left 
flank,  that  after  deliberating  an 
hour,  in  order  if  poffible  to  refrain 
from  the  meafure,  they  found 
themfelves  at  length  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  fetting  it  on  fire.  The 
commander  of  the  expedition  con- 
fidering,  that  any  thing  like  a  re- 
gular fiege  would  be  totally  befide 
his  purpofe  ;  that  fuch  a  meafure, 
befides  a  train  of  heavy  artillery, 
would  require  a  very  confiderable 
force,  as  well  to  withftand  the 
danger  from  without,  as  to  con- 
dudl  the  operations  againlt  the 
fort ;  and  that  his  fmall  party 
would  moulder  fall  away,  under 
the  incoramodities  of  climate  and 
conflanc 
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were  afcending  the  ladders.  The 
garrifon,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  of  their  officers,  fled  on  all 
iides.  Above  a  hundred  efcaped 
over  the  wall  on  the  op  polite  fide  ; 
but  the  greateft  part  took  Ihelter  in 
the  cafemates.  In  thefe  circum- 
Hances,  the  governor  and  princi- 
pal officers,  making  no  reqiiell  but 
for  their  lives,  prefented  their 
fwords  and  keys  to  the  comman- 
dant, with  a  furrender  of  the  lort, 
garrifon,  and  ihips. 

The  prifoners  amounted  to  355, 
rank  and  file,  beiides  officers  and 
inhabitants.  The  treafure  had 
been  removed  from  the  caftle  on 
the  approach  of  the  Britifh  forces; 
but  that  on  board  the  galleons, 
with  the  cargoes  of  other  veifels  in 
the  harbour,  and  the  value  of  the 
fhips  themfelves,  were  eftimated. 
at  about  three  millions  of  piaflers, 
or  pieces  of  eight.  But  of  all  this, 
nothing  was  fo  feverely  felt,  or  fo 
real  a  lofs  to  tlie  Spaniards,  as 
that  of  250  quintals  of  quickfilver, 
ne-vly  arrived  from  Old  Spain  ; 
a  commodity  fo  effential  to  the  pu- 
rification, and  to  the  feparation  of 
their  gold  and  filver  ores  frorri 
other  bodies,  that  the  value  of 
their  mines  muft  depend  upon  its 
conftant  fupply.  This,  therefore, 
they  offered  to  ranfom  at  almoft 
any  price ;  but  the  conquerors, 
preferring  the  public  good  to  their 
own  private  emolument,  would 
not  part  upon  any  terms  with  an 
article,  which,  though  of  no  great 
value  to  themfelves,  was  of  fuch 
immenfe  confequence  to  the  ene- 
my. Upon  the  fame  principle, 
they  refufed  to  ranfom  the  caftle, 
for  which  high  offers  were  likewife 
made,  and  left  a  garrifon  for  its 
defence ;  although  their  generous 
views  were  fruftrated  in  this-  re- 
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conftant  fatigue,  determined  to 
place  his  trult  in  a  coup  de  mam, 
and  to  attempt  the  place  by  ef- 
calade. 

Meafures  being  accordingly  con- 
certed with  the  commodore,  the 
Pomona  vvas  towed  in  pretty  clofe 
to  the  fort  during  the  night,  and  the 
heavier  Ihips  took  their  proper  na- 
tions, fo  as  to  be  able  to  com- 
mence the  attack  on  their  fide  a- 
bout  three  in  the  morning  ;  giving 
a  fignal  twenty  minutes  before, 
which  was  to  dired  that  from  the 
land.  In  the  mean  time,  150  men, 
in  four  columns  in  line,  and  car- 
rying the  fcalin^  ladders,  were 
moved  down  the  hill,  where  they 
lay  waiting  for  the  fignal.  That 
being  given,  they  advanced  in  the 
fame  Tilence,  and  with  trailed 
arms,  under  the  fire  of  their  own 
batteries  ;  which,  with  the  heavy 
cannonade  from  the  (hips,  ferved 
to  deafen,  as  well  as  to  diftraft  the 
enemy  ;  fo  that  they  paffed,  un- 
dilcovered  by  the  SpanKh  centries, 
to  the  very  entrance  of  the  ditch. 

There  they  were  difcovered,  and 
the  columns  feemed  for  a  moment 
to  hefitatfe  ;  but  inllantly  recover- 
ing, they  advanced  to  fix  their 
ladders  to  the  wall,  immediately 
under  a  battery  of  five  guns.  The 
firft  ladder  was  demolilhed  by  the 
flank  guns  of  another  baftion,  and 
a  midfliipman  of  the  LoweftcfFe 
killed,  and  feveral  wounded;  the 
other  ladders  were  damaged,  but 
fortunately  were  not  rendered  ufe- 
lefs.  Two  feamen  having  mount- 
ed the  wall,  levelled  their  mufkets, 
without  firing,  at  a  body  of  above 
fixty  Spaniards,  and  fuch  was  the 
panic  and  confternation  that  pre- 
vailed, that  they  kept  them  for 
fome  moments  in  awe,  and  even 
motionlefs,    while     their    friends 
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fpedl  by  its  fubfequent  lofs ;  a- 
rifing  more  from  the  unhealthinefs 
of  the  place,  than  from  any  power 
or  vigour  exerted  by  the  enemy 
in  its  recovery. 

The  coriuudl  of  the  commanders 
and  officers  by  fea  and  land  on  this 
fervice  was  in  all  its  parts  exem- 
plary.    Like  a  well  regulated  ma- 
chioe,  nothing   was  inert  or   defi- 
cient.     The   naval  captains,    Pa- 
•kenham,     Nugent,    and     Parker, 
had  opportunities  of  being- diftin- 
guiftied   in   various   cafes  of  diffi- 
culty and    danger ;     and    Captain 
Carclen,   of  the   6oth,    who   acted 
gs  engineer,  acquired  no  lefs  cre- 
dit   in   his  department.      But   no- 
thing afforded   more  praife,  or  re- 
dounded   '-nore    to    the   honour   of 
commanders,    officers,    and     even 
private    individuals,    than    the   hu- 
manity and  gencrotity  with  which 
they  treated  the  vanquifhed.     This 
^ill    appear  Hill    the    more  truly 
laudable,  when    the    recent  cauics 
of  irricitiou  and   refentment  which 
they  had  met  with  are  taken  into 
the  account. 

A  convention  was  concluded, 
between  the  Britilli  commanders 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Spanifh 
governor  and  officers  on  the  other, 
which  went  happily  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  poor  baymen  and 
their  families,  who  had  been  late- 
ly conveyed  to  Merida,  as  well  as 
other  E'iglifli,  and  fome  Mofquito 
Ind'ians,  who  had  for  a  longer  or 
fliorter  time  been  in  a  ftate  of  im- 
priibnment  or  flavery.  The  go- 
vernor and  garrifon  were  enlarged 
for  the  prefent,  as  prifoners  of 
war  upon  parole ;  but  bound  to 
return,  and  furrender  themfelves 
at  a  given  time,  if  the  conditions 
were  not  complied  with.  As  the 
averfion  of  the   Spaniards  to  the 


baymen  is  well  known.  It  was 
thought  neceffary  to  retain  hofta- 
ges  on  this  occafion.  And  as  a 
farther  fVcarity,  the  .church-plate 
and  religious  ornaments,  for  which 
all  ranfom  had  hee:\  r^fufed,  was 
retained  as  a  depoiit,  to  be  return- 
ed freely  as  a  prefent  along  with 
the  holtages,  upon  the  due  per- 
formance of  the  conditions. 

The  recital  of  any  aft  of  mere 
courage-,    however     extraordinary, 
in  a  Britifh  fcaman,  would  appear 
rather    fuperfluous.      The    follow- 
ing inftance  of  magnanimity,  how- 
ever  fmgular,   is    in    its    circum- 
llances    fo    truly    charadlerillic   of 
the    peculiar  manners,    ideas,  and 
generous    valour,  of   that    invalu. 
able  order  of  men,  that  we  can- 
not rellrain  our  inclination  of  en- 
deavouring   to    preferve    it    from 
oblivion.     A  common  failor,  who 
fcrambicd   fingly   over    the     wall, 
had,  for  the  better  annoyance,  on 
all    fides,   of   th^    enemy,    armed 
Ipmfelf  with  a  cutlafs  in  each  hand. 
Thus  equipped,  he  fell   in  with  a 
Spanilh    officer,    juft   roufed    from 
fleep,  and  who,  in  the   hurry  and 
confufion,  had  forgotten  his  fword. 
This    circumftance    reftrained    the 
fury  of  the  feaman  ;  who  difdain- 
ing  an    unarmed    foe,   but  unwil- 
ling to  relinquilh  fo  happy  an  op- 
portunity  of   difplaying   his   cou- 
rage   in    fingle  combat,  prefented 
one  of  the  cutlafTes  to  him,   telling 
him  "  he  fcorned  any  advantage  ; 
you  are   now  upon  a   footing  with 
me."      The   aftonifhment    of  the 
officer  at  fuch  an  aft  of  generofity, 
and  ^t    the    facility  with  which  a 
friendly   parley  took  place,    when 
he  expefted  nothing  lefs,  from  tha 
uncouth  and  hoilile   appearance  of 
his  foe,  than  that  of  being  cut  in- 
llantly,  and  without  pity  or  mercy, 
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into  pieces,  could  only  be  ri- 
valled by  the  admiration,  which 
his  relating  the  ftory  excited  in 
his  countrymen. 

It  feems  remarkable,  that  Rear 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Admiral  Byron  in  the  com- 
mand on  the  Leeward  Ifland  fta- 
tion,  (hould  not  have  received  any 
certain  intelligence  of  d'Eftaing's 
departure  with  his  fleet  to  the  coafl 
of  North  America,  until  (o  late 
as  the  24th  of  Odlober,  when  he 
difcovered  it  -by  the  capture  of  the 
Alcmena,  a  French  frigate  of  war. 
That  vigilant  commander,  well 
feconded  by  Rear  Admiral  Row- 
ley, prefer ved  fo  decided  a  fupe- 
riority  over  M.  de  la  Mottc  Pi- 
quet, during  the  latter  part  of 
that  year,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  enfuing,  that  they  not  only  fe- 
verely  diftrefTed  the  French-  trade, 
and  took  and  deftroyed  the  greater 
part  of  a  convoy  within  his  view 
at  For(  Royal ;   but  that  he  had 


himfelf,  at  one  time,  a  narrow 
efcape  from  falling  into  their 
hands.  It  is  likewife  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  in  honour  to  the  French 
commander,  that  by  fuddenly  flip- 
ping his  cables,  putting  out  to  fea 
with  three  fiups,  and  with  great 
gallantry  and  dexterity  engaging 
the  foremoft  of  the  Britifli  fleet, 
and  again  retiring  under  his  bat- 
teries, he  thereby  afforded  an  op- 
portunity to  a  confiderable  part  of 
that  convoy  which  we  have  men- 
tioned to  efcape.  It  was  upon 
that  occafion,  that  the  brave  Cap- 
tain Griffith,  of  the  Conqueror, 
in  purfuing  the  enemy  too  clofe 
upon  their  batteries,  was  unfortu- 
nately killed.  The  Britiih  com- 
manders had  likewife  the  fortune 
to  intercept,  and  after  a  chace  of 
an  extraordinary  length  to  take, 
three  large,  heavy  metalled  French 
frigates,  which  were  on  their  re- 
turn from  the  Savannah  to  Mar- 
tinique. 
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Rhode  IJland  evacuated.  Dejign  againji  Ne^jj  York  fruftrated  by  D^FJiaing's 
failure  at  Savannah.  Expedition  agaitijl  Charles  l^oivn.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  lanas  nuith  the  army  in  Soiiih  Carolina  ;  takes  pDjfeJJion  of  the 
iflands  of  fohn  and  James  ;  paffes  AJhley  River  to  Ch^irles  7  cnun  Neck  ; 
^ege  of  that  city.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  paj/is  the  Bar  vjiib  dijjiidty.^ 
American  and  French  marine  force  abandon  their  Jiations,  ana  r aire  to 
the  to^vn,  -where  moji  of  the  former  are  funk  to  bar  a  p^jfage.  The  ad- 
miral pajfes  the  heavy  fire  of  the  fort  en  Sulliva7i  s  .  Ijlajid,  and  takes 
pojfej/ion  of  the  harbour .  General  Lincoln  fu?amoned  voithout  ef'cd. 
State  of  the  defences  on  Charles  Tovjn  Neck.  Colonel  Tarleton  cuts  ojf  a 
party  of  the  rebels.  Cch  Webfier  pcfes  Cooper  River  nviih  a  detach- 
ment, by  vjhicb  the  city  is  clofcly  invejied.  Lord  Cornvjcihis  takes  the 
command  on  that  Jide.  Siege  preffed  ivith  great  vigour.  Admiral  Ar- 
huthnot  takes  Mount  Pkajant,  and  reduces  Fort  Moultrie.  Tar  lei  on  de-^ 
feats  and  deJlro)s  the  rebel  cavalry.  Capitulation  of  Charles  Tcvun. 
Garrifon,  artillery,  frigates,  ^c.  Rebels  again  defeated  by  Tarietoiif 
at  Waxav).  Regulations  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  fecurity  of  the- 
province.  Departure  for  Nevj  York.  Earl  Cornvjatlis  reduces  the 
vJohole  colony\  Unexpeded  danger  to  vohich  the  jeverity  of  the  vjinter 
had  expofed  Nevj  York.  Gallant  defence  made  by  Capt.  CornvoulliSf 
agaiiji  a  French  fuperior  naval  force.  Three  naval  aSiions  tefvueeti 
Sir  George  Rodney,  and  M.  dt  Guichen,  produdive  of  no  dccifive  conje- 
qucnces.  Infurredions  of  the  loyahfis  in  North  Carolina  quelled.  Baron 
de  Kalbe  marches  into  that  province  voith  a  continental  force.  Is  fdicvu- 
ed  by  Gen.  Gates,  ivho  takes  the  chief  command.  State  of  af airs  in  the 
tvoD  Carolina's.  Battle  of  Cajnden.  Complete  vidory  gained  by  Lord 
Ciornviallis,     Sumpter  routed  by  Tar  let  on. 


TH  E  appearance  and  conti- 
nuance oi  D'Eftaing  on  the 
Coaft  of  North  America,  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1779,  necef- 
farily  fufpended  all  aftive  opera- 
tions on  the  fide  of  New  York  ; 
where  none  but  defenfive  meafures 
could  be  thought  of,  under  the 
well-founded  apprehenfion  of  a  for- 
midable attack  by  fea  and  land, 
which  had  been  evidently  con- 
certed, between  that  commander 
and  General  Walhington.  The 
latter  had  colledled  a  ftrong  force 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  Highlands, 
to    which     the    nprthern    <;olomes 


had  largely  contributed,  hoping 
to  end  the  war  by  one  decifive 
ftroke ;  and  being  in  pofTeflion  of 
the  North  River,  the  cloud  feemed 
ready  to  break  upon  the  iflands, 
as  foon  as  the  French  fleet  fliould 
appear  in  fight ;  an  event  that  did 
not  feem  to  be  far  dillant,  as  it 
was  expefted  on  both  fides  by  the 
new  allies,  that  the  taking  of  the 
Savannah  could  be  little  more 
than  the  work  of  a  day  ;  and  that 
the  fucceis  could  not  only  infpire 
confidence,  but  even  afford  means, 
for  the  attainment  of  the  grand 
objeft. 

Under 
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Under    thefe    apparent   circum-  as   incitement  to  enterprize.     The 

fiances   of   danger,    it  was     found  army    was     HIcewife    in     excellent 

advifable,    befides    adopting    every  condition  ;   the  reinforcements  from 

cthr  means  of  a  vigorous  defence  England   had     not     been     impair- 

sgainft  a,  greatly  fuperior  force,  to  ed    by    any    fervice  ;     and    it  was 

withdraw   the   garriion  and  marine  abundantly    provided    with     artii- 

from  Rhode   Illand,   and    to    fuffer  lery,    and  with   all   the   other   en- 

that   place   to    fall   agaia  inio   the  gines,    furniture,  and   proviiion   of 

hands  of  ihc  Americans.  war.     Nor'was  the  naval   force  lefs 

But    the    deieat    of    D'Eftaing,  competent    to  its    purpofe  ;    there 

and    fiill    more    the   lofs    of   tinre,  being  nothing  then  in   the    Ame- 

which    attended    his    ill   conduded  rican   feas,  which  could  even  ven- 

enterprize,     having     totally    fruf-  ture  to  look  at  it.     On   the  other 

trated    the   views    of  the    enemy,  hand,   the  diitance  of    South   Ca- 

ferved    equally    to  extend  thole  of  rolina,   from  the    center    of  force 

General    Sir    Henry    Clinton,  and  and    adion,    cut  it    off    from   all 

of    Admiral   Arbuthaot,    to    aftive  means  of   prompt    fupport    in  any 

and  etfedive  fervice,.  by  an  expe-  cafe;     while   the    prefent    ftate    of 

dition    to    the     foutheni     colonies,  the    American    army,    along    with 

Wafhington's  army  was  already  in  many    circumllanccs   in   the    fitua- 

a  great   meaiure  broken  up.     The  tion    of  their    public  affairs,    ren- 

auxiliaries     had     returned     home ;  dered   the    profped   of    any    time- 

the  term   of  enliftment  of  a  great  ly    or    effedual    relief    extremely 

number     of    the    continental     fol-  faint. 

diers  was  exphed  ;  and  the  filling  Although  every  thing  had  been 
up  of  the  regiments,  by  waiting  for  fome  time  prepared  for  the 
for  recruits  from  their  refpeflive  expedition,  and  the  troops  even 
flates,  muft  neceffarily  be  a  work  embarked,  yet  through  the  defeit 
of  confiderable  time.  of  any  certain*  ii.t.lligence,  as  to 
South  Carolina  was  the  imme-  the  departure  of  D'Eftaing  from 
diate  and  great  objed  of  enter-  the  coalt  of  North  America,  it 
prize.  .  Befides  the  numerous  be-  was  not  until  within  a  few  days  of 
nefits  to  be  immediately  derived  the  clcfc:  of  the  year,  -p.  ^  , 
from  the  pofTefTion  of  that  pro-  that  the  fleet  and  con- 
vince of  opulence  and  ftaple  pro-  voy  proceeded  from  New  York, 
dudl,  and  the  unipeakaole  lofs  The  voyage  from  thence  to  the 
which  *  it  would  occafioa  to  the  Savannah,  (where  they  did  not 
enemy,  its  fituation  rendered  it  arrive  until  the  end  of  January) 
ftill  more  valuable  from  the  ie-  was  very  unprofperous.  Befides. 
curity  which  it  would  not  only  its  extreme  tedioufnefs,  the  fea 
afford  to  Georgia,  but  in  a  very  was  fo  rough,  and  the  weather  fo;> 
confiderable  degree,  to  all  that  tempelluous,  that  great  mifchief 
fouthern  point  of  the  continent  was  done  among  the  tranfportsi 
which  ftretches  beyond  it.  and  viduallers.  Several  were 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  land  force  loll ;  others  difperfed  and  damag- 
being  now  whole  and  concen-  ed ;  a  few  were  taken  by  thft 
trated  by  the  evacuation  of  Rhode  Americans  ;  an  ordinance  fhipi 
Ifland,  it  afforded  means  as  well  went  down,  with    all   her  llores; 

and 
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and  almoft  all  the  horfes,  whether 
of  draught,  or  appertaining  to  the 
cavalry,  were  loft. 

From  Savannah,  the  fleet  and 
army  proceeded  before  the  middle 
of  February,  to  the  Inlet  or  har- 
bour of  North  Edifto,  on  the  coaft 
of  South  Carolina,  where  the 
army  was  landed  without  oppo- 
fition  or  difficulty  ;  and  took  pof- 
feffion  with  equal  facility,  firft 
of  John's  Ifland,  and  next,  that 
of  James,  which  ftretches  to  the 
fouth  of  Charles  Town  Harbour. 
We  have  already  had  occasion,  in 
our  account  of  Gen.  Prevoft's  ex- 
pedition, to  take  lome  notice  of 
the  geography  and  nature  of  this 
flat  and  infulated  country.  The 
army  afterwards,  by  throwing  a 
bridge  over  the  Wappoo  cut,  ex- 
tended its  pofts  on  the  mainland, 
to  the  banks  of  Aftiley  River,  be- 
tween which  and  Cooper's  River 
Charles  ,  Tow  n  ftands ;  the  ap- 
proach to  it  being  called  the 
Week. 

The  general  is' not  explicit  in 
his  information,  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  difficulties,  or  rather  wants, 
which  were  the  caufe  of  detaining 
the  army  in  this  pofition,  until 
near  the  end  of  March  ;  he  feem- 
iiig  to  confider  thefe  circum- 
ftances  as  matters  already  well 
underftood  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  We  only  learn,  that  a 
train  of  heavy  artillery  fupplied 
by  the  large  fhips  of  the  fleet, 
with  a  body  of  failors,  under  the 
conduct  of  Capt.  Elphinftone  of 
the  navy,  were  of  fingular  fer- 
vice  in  the  profecution  of  the 
fiege,  and  that  the  general  found 
it  neceffary  to  draw  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Georgia,  which  joined 
him,  without  any  other  interrup- 
tlon^    than  the   natural  di^culties 


of   the    country,    (which  were  not 

fmall)  during  a  toilforae  march  of 

twelve  days. 

The     pafTanie     of      -mt     ■, 
An,i»        t)-  March  20, 

Afliley     R.iver    v/as  ^     ■'* 

effeaed    with    great  ^7«0- 

facility,  thro'  the  aid  of  the  naval 

officers  and  feamen,  with  their  boats 

and  armed  gallics  ;  and  the  army, 

with  its   artillery    and    ftores,  was 

landed      without      oppofition      oa 

Charles     Town  ^  Neck.      On    the 

night;  of   the    ift  of   April,   they 

broke  ground  within  800  yards  of 

the    eneqy's    works ;     and    in    a 

week,   their    guns    were   mounted 

in  battery. 

In  the  mean  time.  Admiral 
Arbuthnot  had  not  been  deficient 
in  his  endeavours  for  the  paffing 
of  Charles  Town  Bar,  in  order 
efFeftually  to  fecond  the  operations 
of  the  army.  For  this  purpofe 
he  ftiifted  his  flag  from  the  Eu- 
ropa  of  the  line,  to  the  Roe 
Buck  of  44  guns,  which,  with 
the  Renown  and  Romulns,  were 
lightened  of  their  guns,  provi- 
fions,  and  water  ;  the  lighter  fri- 
gates being  capable  of  paffing  the 
bar,  without  that  preparation. 
Yet  fo  difficult  was  the  talk  in 
any  ftate,  that  they  lay  in  that 
fituation,  expofed  on  an  open 
coaft,  in  the  winter  feafon,  to 
the  danger  of  the  feas,  and  to 
the  infults  of  the  enemy,  for 
above  a  fortnight,  before  a  pro- 
per opportunity  offered.  The 
bar  was,  however,  then  paflTed 
(on  the  20th  of  March)  without 
lofs  J  and  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  gained  without  diffi- 
culty. 

The  enemy  had  a  confiderable 
marine  force  in  the  harbour,  which 
might  have  been  expefted  to  con- 
tribute more  to  the  defence  of  the 

town 
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town  and  paffage  than  it  aftually 
did.  This  confifted  of  an  Ameri- 
can (hip,  built  fince  the  troubles, 
and  pierced  for  60  guns,'  but 
mounting  only  44 ;  of  feven  fri- 
gates of  the  fame  country,  from 
32  to  16  guns;  with  a  French 
frigate  of  26  guns,  and  a  polacre 
of  eighteen.  Thefe,  at  firll,  up- 
on the  admiral's  getting  over  the 
bar,  fhewed  a  dilpofition  to  dif- 
pute  the  paffage  up  the  river  ;  and 
accordingly,  they  were  moored 
with  fome  armed  gallies,  at  a  nar- 
row pafs,  between  Sullivan's  Ifland 
and  the  middle  ground,  in  a  po- 
fition  which  would  have  enabled 
them  to  rake  his  fquadron  on  its 
approach  to  Fort  Moultrie. 

This  appearance  of  refolution, 
however,  gave  way  to  more  timid, 
and  it  Ihoujd  feem,  Icfs  wife  coun- 
cil. For  abandoning  every  idea  of 
refiftance,  and  leaving  the  fort  to 
its  own  fortune,  they  retired  to 
Charles-Town  ;  where  moft  of  the 
fhlps,  with  a  number  of  merchant 
veiiels,  being  fitted  with  chevaux 
de  frize  on  their  decks,  were  funk 
to  obftrudl  the  channel  of  the  ri- 
ver between  the  town  and  Shutes- 
Folly ;  thus  converting  a  living 
aftive  force  into  an  inert  machine. 
This  obftacle  removed,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  the  attack  on  the  land 
fide  depending  almoft  entirely  on 
the  joint  operation  of  the  fleet, 
the  admiral  took  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  wind  and  water,  to 
pafs  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  Ifland;  fo 
much  celebrated  for  the  obftinate 
and  fuccefsful  defence,  which  we 
have  heretofore  feen,  it  made, 
againlt  the  long,  fierce,  and  bloody 
attack  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker. 


The  paffage  was  ef-  ^pHI  9th. 
fected,  under  a  levere  '^  ^ 
and  impetuous  fire,  with  lefs  lofs 
of  lives  than  could  have  been  well 
expefted  ;  the  number  of  feamen 
killed  and  wounded  being  under 
thirty.  The  fle5t,  however,  fuf- 
fered  in  other  refpe£ls  from  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  a  tranfport, 
with  fome  naval  llores,  was  of  ne- 
ceffity  abandoned,  and  burnt.  But 
the  great  objeft  was  now  gained ; 
they  were  in  poffeflion  of  the  har- 
bour, and  took  fuch  effedlual  mea- 
fures  for  blocking  up  or  fecuring 
the  various  inlets,  that  the  town 
was  little  lefs  than  completely  in- 
verted. As  the  enemy  had  placed 
their  principal  trull  in  the  defence  of 
the  paffage  up  the  river,  and  there- 
by keeping  the  harbour  free,  and 
their  back  fecure,  nothing  could 
be  more  terrible  to  them  than  this 
fituation  of  the  fleet ;  whereby 
their  defences  were  greatly  mul- 
tiplied, their  attention  diverted 
from  the  land  fide,  and  their  means 
of  relief,  or  even  of  efcape,  con- 
fiderably  firaitened. 

In  this  Hate  of  things,  the  bat- 
teries ready  to  be  opened ;  the 
commanders  by  fea  and  land  fent 
a  joint  fummons  to  General  Lin- 
coln, who  commanded  in  Charles- 
Town  ;  holding  out  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  a  cannonade  and 
ilorm,  ftating  the  prefent,  as 
the  only  favourable  opportunity 
for  preferving  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants,  and 
warning  the  commander  that  he 
fliould  be  refponfible  for  all  thole 
calamities  which  might  be  the 
fruits  of  his  obftinacy.  Lincoln 
anfwered,  that  the  fame  duty  and 
inclination  which  had  prevented 
him  from  abandoning  Charles- 
Town, 
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Town,  during  fixty  days  know- 
ledge of  their  holtile  intentions, 
operated  now  with  equal  force,  in 
prompting  him  to  defend  it  to  the 
lall  extremity. 

The  defences  of  Charles-Town, 
on  the  neck,  were,  for  their  nature 
and  Handing,  very  confiderable. 
They  confifted  of  a  chain  of  re- 
doubts, lines,  and  batteries,  ex- 
tending from  one  river  to  the 
other ;  and  covered  with  an  artil- 
lery of  eighty  cannon  and  mor- 
tars. In  the  front  of  either  flank, 
the  works  were  covered  by  fwamps, 
originating  from  the  oppofite  ri- 
vers, and  tending  towards  the  cen- 
ter ;  through  which  they  were  con- 
nedled  by  a  canal  pafling  from  one 
to  the  other.  Between  thefe  out- 
ward impediments  and  the  works, 
were  two  ftrong  rows  of  abbatis, 
the  trees  being  buried  flanting  in 
the  earth,  fo  that  their  heads  fac- 
ing outwards,  formed  a  kind  of 
fraize-work  againfl:  the  afTailants  ; 
and  thefe  were  farther  fecured,  by 
a  ditch  double  picketted.  In  the 
center,  where  the  natural  defences 
were  unequal  to  thofe  on  the 
flanks,  a  horn-work  of  mafonry 
had  been  conftrufted,  as  well  to  re- 
medy that  defed  as  to  cover  the 
principal  gate  ;  and  this  during  the 
£ege  had  been  clofed  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  it  a  kind  of 
citadel,  or  independent   fort. 

The  fiege  was  carried  on  with 
great  vigour  ;  the  batteries  were 
foon  perceived  to  acquire  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  works  were  pufhed  forward 
with  unremitted  indullry.  Soon 
after  the  middle  of  April,  the  fe- 
,  cond  parallel  was  complet- 
'9^  *  ed  ;  the  approaches  to  it  fe- 
cured j    and  it  was  carried  within 


450  yards  of  the  main  works  of 
the  Ijefieged.  Major  Moncriefte, 
who  had  gained  lo  much  honour 
in  the  defence  of  the  Savannah, 
acquired  no  lefs  applaufe ,  from  the 
very  fuperior  and  malierly  manner 
in  which  he  conduded  the  ofFenfive 
operations  of  the  prefent  fiege. 

The  tov/n  had  kept  its  commu- 
nication open  with  the  country, 
on  the  farther  fide  of  Cooper 's 
river,  for  fome  time  after  it  had 
been  invefted  on  other  fides  by  the 
fleet  and  army  ;  and  fome  bodies  of 
militia  cavalry  and  infantry  began 
to  afiemble  on  the  higher  parts  of 
that  river,  who  being  in  poffeffion 
of  the  bridges,  might  at  leaft  have 
become  troublefome  to  the  forag- 
ing parties,  if  not  capable  of  dif- 
turbing  the  operations  of  the  ar- 
my. The  general,  as  foon  as  his 
fituation  would  permit,  detached 
1400  men  under  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Webfter,  in  order  to  ftrike  at 
this  corps  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavouring  to  form  in  the  field, 
to  break  in  upon  their  remaining 
communications,  and  to  feize  the 
principal  paflTes  of  the  country. 
On  this  expedition  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Tarleton,  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  cavalry,  and  feconded  by 
Major  Fergufon's  light  infantiy 
and  markfmen,  afibrded  a  linking 
fpecimcn  of  that  adlive  gallantr) , 
and  of  thofe  peculiar  military  ta- 
lents, which  have  fince  fo  highly 
diftinguiftied  his  charadler.  With 
a  yery  inferior  force,  he  furprii'ed, 
defeated,  and  almofl  totally  cut 
off  the  rebel  party ;  and  having 
thereby  gained  poflTeflion  of  Big- 
gin's Bridge  on  the  Cooper  River, 
opened  the  way  to  Colonel  Web- 
fter to  advance  nearly  to  the  head 
of  the  Wandoo  River,  and  to  oc- 
cupy 
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cupy  the  paflTes  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  ftiut  Charles-Town  up  en- 
tirely. 

As  the  arrival  of  a  large  rein- 
forcement from  New  York,  en- 
abled the  general  confiderably  to 
llrengthen  the  corps  under  Web- 
fter,  fo  the  importance  of  the  fi- 
tuation  induced  Earl  Cornvvallis 
to  take  the  command  on  that  fide 
of  Cooper's  River.  Under  the 
conduifl  of  this  nobleman,  Tarle- 
ton  attacked,  defeated,  and  ruined 
another  body  of  cavalry,  which 
the  enemy  had  with  infinite  diffi- 
culty colledled  together. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  befiegers 
had  completed  their  third  parallel, 
which  they  carried  clofe  to  the  re- 
bel canal ;  and  by  a  fap,  pufhed  to 
the  dam  which  fupplied  it  with 
water  on  the  right,  they  had 
drained  it  in  feveral  parts  to  the 
bottom.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
admiral,  who  had  conftantly  pref- 
fed  and-  diftreffed  the  enemy,  in 
every  part  within  his  reach,  hav- 
ing taken  the  fort  at  Mount  Plea- 
fant,  acquired  from  its  vicinity, 
and  the  information  of  the  defert- 
ers  which  it  encouraged,  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  defences  of  Fort  Moul- 
trie, in  Sullivan's  Illand.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this  information,  and 
determined  rot  to  weaken  the 
operations  of  the  army,  he  land- 
ed a  bodyiol  feamen  and  marines, 
in  order  to  ftonn  the  phce  by  land, 
while  the  fliips  battered  it  in  every 
poflible  direftion.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  the  garrifon  (amount- 
ing to  fomething  more  than  200 
men)  feeing  the  imminent  danger 
to  which  they  were  expofed,  and 
fenfible  of  the  impoffibility  of  re- 
lief, were  glad,  by  a  capitulation. 


to  furrender  themfelves  ^  , 

prifoners  of  war.  7     7    • 

Thus  enclofed  on  every  fide, 
and  driven  to  its  laft  defences,  the 
general  wifhing  to  preferve  Charles 
Town  from  deftrudion,  and  to 
prevent  that  efFufion  of  human 
blood,  which  muft  be  the  inevit- 
able confequence  of  a  florm,  open- 
ed a  correfpondence  on  the  follow- 
ing day  with  Lincoln,  for  the 
purpofe  of  a  furrender.  But  the 
conditions  demanded  by  that  com- 
mander being  deemed  higher  than 
his  prefent  circumftances  and  fitu- 
ation  entitled  him  to,  they  were 
rejected,  and  hoflilities  renewed. 
The  batteries  on  the  third  parallel 
were  then  opened,  and  fo  great  a 
fuperiority  of  fire  obtained,  that 
the  befiegers  were  enabled  under 
it  to  gain  the  counterfcarp  of  the 
out-work  which  flanked  the  canal ; 
which  they  likewife  pafled ;  and 
then  puflied  on  their  works  direft- 
ly  towards  the  ditch  of  the  place. 

The  objeftions  to  the  late  con- 
ditions required  by  Gen.  Lincoln, 
went  principally  to  fome  ftipu- 
lations  in  favour  of  the  citizens 
and  militia  ;  but  the  prefent  ftate 
of  danger  having  brought  thofe 
people  to  acquiefce  in  their  be- 
ing relinquilhed,  as  the  price  of 
fecurity,  that  commander  accord- 
ingly propofed  to  furrender  upon 
the  terms  which  were  then  offered. 
The,  Brltifli  commanders,  befides 
their  averfenefs  to  the  cruel  extre- 
mity of  a  ftorm,  were  not  difpofed 
to  prefs  to  unconditional  fubmif- 
lion,  an  enemy  whom  they  wilhed 
to  conciliate  by  clemency.  They 
granted  now  the  fame  conditions 
which  they  had  before    yr  , 

offered  ;  and  the  capi-       '  ■' 
tula'tion  was  accordingly  figned. 
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The,  garrifon  were  allowed  fome 
of  the  honours  of  war  ;  but  they 
were  not  to  uncafe  their  colours, 
nor  their  drums  to  beat  a  Britifh 
jnarch.  The  continental  troops 
and  feamen  were  to  keep  their 
baggage,  and  to  remain  prifoners 
of  war  until  they  were  exchanged. 
The  militia  were  to  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  refpedlive  homes, 
as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  while 
they  adhered  to  their  parole,  were 
not  to  be  molefted  by  the  Britifti 
troops  in  perfon  or  property.  The 
citizens  of  all  forts  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  to 
hold  their  property  on  the  fame 
terms  with  the  militia.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy  to  re- 
tain their  fervants,  fwords,  piftols, 
and  their  baggage,  unfearched. 
Horfes  were  refufed,  as  to  carry- 
ing them  out  of  Charles  Town  ; 
but  they  were  allowed  to  difpofe 
of  them  in  the  town. 

Seven  general  officers,  ten  con- 
tinental regiments,  and  three  bat- 
talions of  artillery,  became  pri- 
foners upon  this  occafion.  The 
whole  number  of  men  in  arms  who 
were  taken,  including  town  and 
country  militia  and  French,  a- 
mounted  to  561 1,  exclufive  of 
near  a  thoufand  feamen.  The 
number  of  rank  and  file,  which 
appear  on  this  lift,  bear  no  pro- 
portion to  the  clouds  of  commiffion 
and  non-commiflion  officers,  which 
exceed  nine  hundred.  The  thin- 
nefs  of  the  continental  regiments 
accounts  partly  for  this  circum- 
llance ;  it  appearing  from  Lin- 
coln's return  to  congrefs,  that  the 
whole  number  of  men  of  tv&ry 
fort,  included  in  fo  many  regi- 
ments and  battalions,  at  the  time 
of  the  furrender,  did  not  amount 
to  quite  2500.     He  boalls  in  that 


letter,  that  he  loft  only  twenty 
men  by  defertion,  in  fix  weeks  be- 
fore the  furrender. 

As  the  fiege  was  not  produ£live 
of  fallies  or  delperate  affaults, 
which  were  in  a  confiderable  de- 
gree prevented  by  fituation  and 
the  nature  pf  the  works,  the  lofs 
of  men  was  not  great  on  eiiher 
fide,  and  was  not  very  unequally 
fhared.  A  prodigious  artillery 
was  taken ;  amounting,  of  every 
fort,  and  including  thofe  in  the 
forts  and  fhips,  to  confiderably 
more  than  400  pieces.  Of  thefe, 
3 1 1  were  found  in  Charles  Town 
only.  Three  ftout  rebel  frigates, 
one  French,  and  a  polacre  of  16 
guns,  of  the  fame  nation,  which 
efcaped  the  operation  of  being 
funk  to  bar  the  river,  fell  like- 
wife  into  the  hands  of  the  viftors. 

The  Carolinians  complained 
greatly  of  their  not  being  properly 
affifted  by  their  neighbours,  par- 
ticularly the  Virginians,  in  this 
long  and  arduous  ftruggle.  If  the 
complaint  is  at  all  founded,  it  can 
only  relate  to  the  not  fending  of 
reinforcements  to  the  garrifon  be- 
fore the  city  was  clofely  inverted ; 
for  the  fouthern  colonies  pofiVfTed 
no  force,  which  was  in  any  degree 
equal  to  the  railing,  or  even  to  the 
much  incommoding  of  the  fiege. 
Nor  does  it  feem  that  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  garrifon  would  have 
anfwered  any  eltcftual  purpofe. 
At  the  commencement  of  the 
fiege,  an  American  lieutenant-co- 
lonel, of  the  name  of  Hamilton 
Ballendine,  having  the  fortune  of 
being  deteded  in  his  attempt  to 
pafs  to  the  Englifh  camp  at  night, 
with  draughts  of  the  town  and 
works,  immediately  fuffered  the 
unpitied  death  of  a  traitor. 

The   moll    rapid    and   brilliant 
fuccefs 
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fuccefs  now  attended  every  exer- 
tion of  the  Britifh  arms ;  Lord 
Cernwallis,  on  his  march  up  the 
north  fide  of  the  great  Santee 
river,  having  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  remaining  force  of 
the  rebels  were  coliedted  near  the 
borders  of  North  Carolina,  dif- 
patched  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  cavalry,  and  a  new  corps  of 
light  infantry,  called  the  Legion, 
mounted  on  horfeback,  in  order  to 
rout  and  dii'pede  that  body,  be- 
fore it  could  receive  any  addition 
of  force  from  the  neighbouring 
colonies. 

The  enemy  being  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  as  not  to  apprehend  al- 
moft  the  poffibility  of  any  near 
danger,  had  confidered  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  convenience  more, 
than  the  means  of  fecuring  a  good 
retreat,  in  their  choice  of  fitua- 
tion.  No  fuch  negligence  could 
pafs  unpuniOied,  under  any  cir- 
cumilance  of  diftance,'  with  fuch 
an  enemy  as  they  had  now  to  en- 
counter. Colonel  Tarleton,  up- 
on this  occafiOH,  exceeded  even 
his  own  ufuai  celerity  ;  and  hav- 
ing marched  105  miles  in  54hojr3, 
^  ,      prefented.  hlmfelf  fud- 

'  ^  '  dcnly  .and  unexped- 
edly,  at  a  place'  called  Waxfav/, 
before  an  aftoniiheu  and  difpirited 
enemy.  I'hey,  however,  pofi- 
tively  rejefted  the  conditions 
which  were  offered  them,  of  fur- 
rendering  upon  the  fame  terms 
with  the  garrifon  of  Charles 
Town.  The  attack  was  highly 
fpirited  ;  the  defence,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  cover  of  a  wood,  faint ; 
and  the  ruin  complete.  Above 
lOO  were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  a- 
bout  150  fo  badly  wounded  as  to 
be  unable  to  travel,  and  about  50 
brought    away    prifoners.      Their 


colours,  baggage,  with  the  re- 
mains of  the  artillery  of  the 
fouihern  army,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  vidlors.  The  lofs  on  their 
fide,  though  the  rebels  were  fupe- 
rior  in  number,  was  very  trilling. 

After  this  fuccefs,  there  was 
nothing  to  refill  the  arms  of  Lord 
Cornwal'is ;  and  the  redudtion  of 
that  extenfive  colony  of  South 
Carolina  v/as  deemed  fo  com- 
plete, at  the  time  of  t  , 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  J""^  5^"- 
departure,  on  returning  to  his  go- 
vernment of  New  York,  that  he 
informs  the  American  minifler  in 
his  letter,  that  there  were  few  men 
in  the  province,  who  were  not  either 
prifoners  to,  or  in  arms  with,  the 
Britilh  forces  ;  and  he  cannot  re- 
ftrain  his  exultation,  at  the  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  who  came 
in  from  every  quarter,  to  tefti  fy 
their  allegiance,  and  to  offer  their 
fervices,  in  arms,  in  fupport  ot 
his  Majefly's  government  ;  and 
who,  in  many  inftances,  had 
brought  as  prifoners  their  former 
opprelfors  or  leaders. 

That  commander  accordingly, 
in  fettling  the  affairs  and  govern- 
ment of  the  province,  adopted  a 
Icheme  of  obliging  it  to  contribute 
largely  to  its  own  defence ;  and 
even  to  look  forward,  in  prefent 
exertion,  to  future  fecurity,  by 
taking  an  adlive  Ihar^  in  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  rebellion  on  its  bor- 
ders. In  this  view,  he  feeme'd  to 
admit  of  no  neutrals ;  but  that 
every  man,  who  did  not  avow 
himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  Britilh 
government,  Ibould  take  an  aSive 
part  in  its  fupport.  Gn  this  prin- 
ciple, all  perfons  were  expefled  to 
be  in  readinefs  with  their  arms  at 
a  moment's  warning ;  thofe  who 
had  families,  to  form  a  militia  foi* 
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the  home  defence  ;  but  thofe  who 
had  none,  to  ferve  with  the  royal 
forces,  for  any  fix  months  of  the 
cnfuing  tsvelve,  in  which  they 
might  be  called  upon,  to  aflitl 
*•  in  driving  their  rebel  oppref- 
fors,  and  all  the  miferies  of  war, 
far  from  the  province."  Their 
fervice  was,  however,  limited,  be- 
fides  their  own  province,  to  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  which  they  were  not 
to  be  marched  ;  and,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  limited  term,  they 
were  to  be  free  from  all  future 
military  claims  of  fervice,  except- 
ing their  local  militia  duties.  So 
warm  were  the  hopes  of  fuccefs 
then  formed,  that  a  few  months 
were  thought  equal  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of,  at  leaft,  that  part  of 
the  continent. 

This  fyftem,  of  fubduing  one 
part  of  the  Americans  by  the 
other  ;  and  of  eftablilhing  fiich  an 
internal  force  in  each  fubjugated 
colony,  as  would  be  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  equal  to  its  future 
prefervation  and  defence,  had 
been  often  held  out,  and  much 
fuggefted  in  England,  as  exceed- 
ingly pradlicable ;  and  indeed,  as 
requiring  only  adoption  to  infure 
its  fuccefs.  And  our  preceding 
commanders  on  the  American  fer- 
vice had  fuffered  much  obloquy  and 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  for  their 
fuppofed  negligence,  in  not  pro- 
fiting of  means  which  were  repre- 
fented  as  fo  obvious,  and  which, 
as  it  was  faid,  would  have  been  fo 
fortunately  decifive  with  refpefl  to 
the  war. 

The  wifdom  of  the  meafure  in 
queftion  depended  entirely  upon 
the  number  of  perfons  in  the  r'e- 
fpeftive  colonies  attached  to  the 
Britifh  government.     It  certainly 


became  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and 
his  noble  fucceffor,  to  ufe  every 
method  their  genius  fuggefted  to 
them,  for  fecuring  or  extending 
their  conquefts  ;  but  the  fuccefs 
of  the  meafure  in  a  partial  expe- 
riment has  been  fuch,  as  will  juf- 
tify  other  commanders  for  not 
placing  an  intire  and  general  de- 
pendence upon  affurances  of  fa- 
vourable difpofitions  in  the  colo- 
nifts,  extorted  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  which  have  every  where 
proved  entirely  delufive. 

The  departure  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  from  New  York  had  ex- 
pofed  that  city  to  an  apparent 
danger  upon  the  oufet  of  his  ex- 
pedition, which,  £s  it  could  not 
poffibly  have  been  forefeen,  no 
wifdom  could  provide  againft.— ^ 
A  winter,  unequalled  in  that  cli- 
mate for  its  length  and  feverity, 
had  deprived  New  York,  and  the 
adjoining  iflands,  of  all  the  de- 
fenfive  benefits  of  their  infular 
Situation  ;  and  while  it  alfo  de- 
prived them  of  their  naval  pro- 
tedion,  expofed  that  protedtion 
itfclf  to  an  equal  degree  of  dan- 
ger. The  North  river,  with  the 
ftraits  and  channels  by  which 
they  are  divided  and  furrounded, 
were  every  where  cloathed  with 
ice  of  fuch  a  ftrength  and  thick- 
nefs,  as  would  have  admitted  the 
paffage  of  armies,  with  their 
heavieft  carriages  and  artillery ; 
fo  that  the  ifiands,  and  the  ad- 
joining countries,  prefented  to  the 
view,  and  in  efFeft,  one  whole  and 
unbroken  continent. 

In  this  alarming  change,  fo  fud 
denly  wrought  in  the  nature  of 
the  fituatiofi.  Major  General  Pat- 
tifon,  who  commanded  at  New 
York,  with  the  Heffian  General 
Knyphaafen,  and  other  officers  oa 
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Aat  ftation,  took  the  moft  pru- 
dential and  fpeedy  meafures  for 
the  common  defence.  All  orders 
of  men  in  New  York  were  embo- 
died, armed  and  officered;  and, 
including  about  1500  feamen,  a- 
mounted  to  fomething  near  6000 
men.  The  officers  and  crews  of 
the  royal  frigates,  which  were 
locked  up  in  the  ice,  undertook 
the  charge  of  a  redoubt ;  and  thofe 
of  the  tranfports,  viftuallers,  and 
merchantmen,  were  armed  with 
pikes,  for  the  defence  of  the  wharfs 
and  ihipping. 

It,  however,  happened  fortu- 
nately, that  General  Wafhington 
was  in  no  condition  to  profit  of 
this  unlocked  for  event.  The 
fmall  army  which  remained  with 
him,  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  was 
inferior  in  ftrength  to  the  royal 
military  defenfive  force,  exclufive 
of  the  armed  inhabitants  and  mi- 
litia. He,  notwithftanding,  made 
fuch  movements  and  preparations, 
as  fufficiently  indicated  deiign,  and 
afforded  caufe  for  alarm.  An  in- 
effeftive  attempt  was  even  m^de 
by  Lord  Stirling,  with  2700  men 
and  fome  artillery,  upon  Staten 
Ifland.  But  he  continued  on  the 
ifland  only  one  day,  and  retreated 
in  the  night.  In  a  number  of 
fmall  fkirmifhes  and  enterprizes, 
which  took  place  during  the  win- 
ter, the  Britifti  forces  had  conti- 
nually the  advantage.. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  in 
North  America,  Captain  Corn- 
wallis,  on  the  Jamaica  ftation, 
acquired  great  honour,  by  the 
gallant  defence  which  he  made 
with  a  very  inferior  force,  againft 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  who  was 
himfelf  wounded  in  the  adlion. 
Being  on  a  cruize  off  Monte  Chrif- 
ti,  in  his   own  fhip,  the  Lion,  of 
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«4  guns,  with  the  March  20th. 
Briftol  of  50,  and 
the  Janus  of  44,  he  fell  in  with, 
and  was  chaced  by  the  French 
commander,  who  had  four  74  gun 
fhips  and  two  frigates.  The  ene- 
my came  within  cannon  fhot  by- 
five  in  the  evening,  and  a  running 
fight  was  maintained  through  the 
whole  night,  without  the  enemy's 
venturing  to  come  alpngfide, 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  do. 
In  the  morning,  the  Janus  being 
a  good  deal  difabled,  and  at  fome 
diftance,  the  Lion  and  Briftol, 
through  the  defeft  of  wind,  were 
obliged  to  be  towed  by  their  boats 
to  her  affiflance.  This  brought 
on  a  general  engagement,  which 
lafted  between  two  and  three  hours> 
and  in  which  the  enemy  fufFered 
fo  much,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  lie  by  to  repair.  They,  how* 
ever,  renewed  the  purfuit,  and 
continued  it  during  the  night, 
without  coming  within  gun  fliot. 
But  the  appearance  of  the  Ruby 
man  of  war,  of  64.  guns,  with  two 
Britifh  frigates,  in  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  fuddenly  changed 
the  face  of  things.  The  French 
commander  was  now,  notwith- 
ftanding the  fuperiority  of  force 
which  he  ftill  retained,  chaced  in  , 
turn,  and  purfued  for  feveral 
hours,  with  the  utmoft  exultatioa 
and  triumph  by  the  Britifh  com- 
manders. 

Sir  George  Rodney  had  arrived 
at  St.  Lucia,  and  taken  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  upon  the  Lee- 
ward Ifland  ftation,  by  the  latter 
end  of  March.  Juft  previous  to 
his  arrival,  M.  de  Guichen,  with 
25  ihips  of  the  line,  and  eight  fri- 
gates, all  full  of  troops,  had  pa- 
raded for  feveral  days  before  that 
ifland,  with  a  view  either  of  fur- 
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prize,  or  of  overwhelming  the 
Britifli  force  by  their  great  fupe- 
riority.  The  good  difpofition  of 
the  troops  made  by  Gen.  Vaughan, 
and  of  the  fhips  by  Rear  Admiral 
Parker,  however,  fruilrated  their 
defign  in  both  refpedb. 

This  vifit  was  foon  returned  by 
Sir  George  Rodney,  who  with  20 
Ihips  of  the  line,  and  the  Centu- 
rion of  50  guns,  for  two  days  in- 
fulted  M.  de  Guichen  in  Fort 
Royal  harbour  in  Martinique,  go- 
ing fo  clofe  at  times,  as  to  be  able 
to  count  all  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
being  even  within  random  (hot  of 
their  batteries.  Nothing  being 
able,  notwithftanding  his  fupe- 
riority,  to  draw  the  French  com- 
mander out  to  an  engagement,  the 
Britifh  Admiral  found  it  neceflary 
to  depart  with  the  bulk  of  the  fleet 
to  Grofs  Iflet  Bay  in  St.  Lucia, 
leaving  a  fquadron  of  copper  bot- 
tomed Ihips  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  give  him 
the  earlieft  poffible  notice  of  their 
attempting  to  fail. 

Things  hung  in  this  ftate  until 
the  middle  of  April,  when  the 
French  fleet  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  were  fo  fpeedily  pur- 
fued  by  Sir  George  Rodney,  that 
he  came  in  fight  of  them  on  the 
following  day.  A  general  chace 
took  place ;  and  all  the  manoeuvres 
of  the  enemy  during  the  night, 
clearly  indicating  their  full  inten- 
tion of  avoiding  an  engagement, 
their  motions  were  counterafted 
with  great  ability  by  the  Britifh 
commander. 

Gn  the  fucceeding  morning,  a 
very  extraordinary  degree  of  Ikill 
and  judgment  in  feamanfl^ip  feems 
to  have  been  difplayed  on  both 
iides  ;  the  evolutions  on  each  be- 
ing fo  rapid  and  various,  as  to  re- 


quire the  moft  watchful  attention 
on  the  other  to  prevent  difadvan- 
tage.     The  French  fleet  were  con- 
fiderably    fuperior    in    force;     a- 
mounting  to   23  fail  of  the  line, 
and  a  50  gun  fliip.     The  Englifli 
fleet,  as  before,  confifted  of  20  of 
the  line,  and  the  Centurion.     The 
van    was    led   by    Rear    Admiral 
Hyde  Parker ;  the  center,  by  the 
commander  in  chief;   and  the  rear 
divifjon,  by  Rear  Admiral  Rowley. 
A  little  before  one    -     .,        , 
o'clock,    the    French   AP"^  I7th. 
were  brought  to  adion  by  fome  of 
the  headmoft  fliips  ;  and  about  that 
hour.  Sir  G.  Rodney,  in  the  Sand- 
wich, of  90  guns,  commenced  the 
aftion  in  the  center.    After  beating 
three  French  ihips  out  of  the  line, 
the  Sandwich   was    at   length   en- 
countered   alone,  by  M.  de   Gui- 
chen, in  the  Couronne  of  the  fame 
force,  and  fupported   by  his   two 
feconds,    the    Fendant    and    Tri- 
umphant.    It  feems  little  lefs  than 
wonderful,  that  the  Sandwich  not 
only  fuftained  this  unequal  combat 
for  an  hour  and  half,  but  at  length 
obliged    the    French   commander, 
with  his  two  leconds,  to  bear  away, 
whereby  their   line    of  battle  was 
totally  broken  in  the  center.    This 
happened   at  a  quarter  paft   four 
o'clock,   when  the  enemy  feemed 
to  be  compleatly  beaten.     But  the 
great  diftance   of  the  Britifli   van 
and  rear  from  the  center,  with  the 
crippled  condition  of  feveral  of  the 
ftiips,  and  the  particularly  danger- 
ous ftate  of  the  Sandwich,  which,  for 
the  fucceeding  24  hours,  was  with 
difficulty  kept  above  water,  render- 
ed it  impoflible  to  make  the  vidlory 
complete  by  an  immediate  purfuit. 
The   circumftances  of  this   ac- 
tion were  never  well  explained  or 
underftood.      The    public    letter 

from 


HISTORY    OFEUROPE.      [*227 


from  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  was  publiflied  in  the  Ga- 
zette, teems  with  implied  cen- 
fure  againft  his  officers  in  general, 
without  the  fmalleft  praifc  or  ap- 
probation of  any  one,  excepting  the 
captain  of  a  frigate.  It  was  faid, 
that  his  fignals  were  treated  with 
contempt  and  difobeyed  ;  and  he 
feems  himfelf  to  convey  a  charge 
againft  fome,  of  not  engaging  clofe- 
ly.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  of  the 
fhips  fuffered  none,  or  very  little 
lofs ;  whiift  feveral  others  were 
great  fuiFerers.  If  we  recoiled: 
rightly,  one  captain  was  broke, 
or  at  leaft  put  under  arreft,  and 
liis  (hip  given  to  another  officer  ; 
nor  are  we  fure,  that  more  than 
one  court  martial  was  not  held. 
On  the  other  hand.  Sir  George 
Rodney  paffes  high  encomiums 
on  the  French  admiral,  and  is 
not  more  fparing  in  his  commen- 
dations of  the  gallantry  of  his 
officers. 

The  affair  feemed  fo  dark  and 
myfterious  at  home,  that  it 
brought  out  a  motion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  on  the  3d  of  the  following 
June,  from  Lord  St.  John  (whole 
brother  or  near  relation  had  been 
killed,  gallantly  fighting  in  the 
adion)  for  papers,  tending  to  an 
enquiry  into  the  fubjedt.  Upon 
that  occafion,  a  noble  military 
earl,  read  a  letter  in  his  place, 
which  he  faid  he  had  received 
from  an  officer  who  was  prefent  in 
the  adtion,  and  who  ftood  high 
in  point  of  charadler  and  honour. 
In  that  letter,  it  was  faid,  that 
the  fpirit  of  a  certain  vice  admiral 
(whofe  name  and  conduft  have 
fo  long  been  objeds  of  public  dif- 
cuffion)  had  gone  forth,  and  in- 
fcded  the  Britifti  fleet;   and  that 


the  fervice  felt  all  the  evils  &rif- 
ing    from    thofe    diffentions    which 
were    fov/n  by  our  great   men    at 
home.     It  held  out,  befides  other 
matter,  that  the  fhips  were  foul, 
and  out  of  repair ;  that  there  was 
a  great  fcarcity   of  all    kinds    of 
naval  ftores  ;    and   that   the   com- 
mander   in    chief   was    not    ouly 
much  diffatisfied  with  the  conduft 
and  failure  in  duty   of  feveral   of 
his  officers,  but  likewiie  with  thofe 
who  had  deceived  him,  relative  to 
the    ftate    and    condition    of    the 
fquadron    which    he    commanded. 
The    noble   reader, "  in   his    com- 
ments on  the  letter,  faid,  that  the 
caufes    of  this    public    misfortune 
had  originated  at  home ;  that  be* 
fides    the   bad    condition    of    the 
ihip?,  officers  were  put  into  com- 
mand,  more   from    their   political 
attachments    or     principles,    thaa 
from  their  reputation   or    fervice ; 
and    that   fadion  had   accordingly 
fpread    itfelf  through,   and  divid- 
ed  the   whole   fleet.     As   the  firft 
Lord  of   the    Admiralty   declared 
himfelf  equally  in   the   dark  with 
every    other    peer    prefent,    as    to 
the  particular   tranfadlions   of  the 
17th  of   April,  which  were    now 
the  objei5ls    of  enquiry,   and  afTu- 
red  the  houfe,  that  he  had  not,  by 
private   communication  or    other- 
wife,  received  any  explanation  of , 
the     public     Gazette   , letter,    the 
motion   v/as  eafily  overruled  upoa 
a   divifion,  and  the   bufmefs  con- 
tinues in  its  original  obfciirity. 

The  lofs  in  the  Britifti  fleet, 
amounted  to  120  killad,  and  to 
353  wounded.  OF  thefe,  it  is  re- 
markable, that  the  Hon.  Capt. 
St.  John  of  the  Intrepid,  and. 
three  of  his  lieutenants,  were  kill- 
ed.     Some    other    brave    officers 
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were  killed*  and  feveral  wound-  again  put  to  fea,  and  in  four  days 

ed.  .  had     the    fortune    to    j^      ^^^j^ 

Such    expedition    was    ufed    m  gain    fight   of   them,  ■' 

repairing  the  damage  done  to  the  within  a  few  leagues  to  windward, 

fliips,  and  the  purfuit  was  renew-  Both  fleets  continued  in  this  ftate 


cd   and   continued    with    fo   much 
fpirit,  that  on  the  20th  they  again 
got    fight    of    the    enemy,    and 
chaced   them    for  three   fucceflive 
days    without    intermiffion.      The 
objeft  of  the  French  commander, 
befides  that  of  ufing   all   poflible 
means  to  avoid   a  fecond  aftion, 
being  to  recover  Fort  Royal  Bay, 
which   he    had  fo    lately    quitted, 
but    where  only    he   could  repair 
jhis  Ihattered   fleet;    and    that  of 
Sir   George  Rodney,   befides    the 
hope  of  bringing    him    again   to 
aflion,   to  cut   him   off  from  that 
place  of  refuge  and  fupply.   M.  de 
•Guichen,  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his    fecond     objeft,     and    for    the 
prefervation   of  his   firll,   to   take 
Ihelter    under    Guadaloupe.     No- 
thing could  afford    a   clearer   ac- 
knowledgment of  viftory   to    the 
Britifti  commander;  although  un- 
fortunately  it    was    not    attended 
with  all    thofe   fubftantial   advan- 
tages   which  were    to   be  wilhed. 
Sir    George    Rodney  returned    to 
cruize     off    Fort    Royal,    hoping 
thereby    to  intercept    that  enemy 
whom  he  could  not  overtake. 

The  enemy,  however,  not  ap- 
pearing, the  admiral  found  it 
neceffary  from  the  condition  of 
the  fleet,  after  feveral  days  cruize, 
and  greatly  alarming  the  ifland 
of  Martinique,  to  put  into  Choc- 
que  Bay  in  St.  Lucia,  as  well  to 
land  the  fick  and  wounded,  as 
to  water  and  refit  the  fleet.  Thefe 
purpofes  being  fulfilled  with  great 
difpatch,  and  advice  received  of 
the   mocions    of  the   enemy,    he 


of  wind  and  condition  for  feveral 
days ;  the  French  having  it  con- 
fliantly  in  their  power  to  bring 
on  an  engagement,  and,  not- 
withftanding  their  fuperiority,  as 
conftantly  ufing  effeftual  means 
for  its  prevention.  Befides  the 
fettled  advantage  of  the  wind, 
they  foon  perceived,  that  the 
cleannefs  and  condition  of  their 
fhips,  afforded  fuch  a  fuperiority 
in  point  of  failing,  that  they  feem- 
ed  to  grow  playful  with  refpeft  to 
the  Britifti  fleet ;  and  accordingly 
ufed  for  feveral  days  to  come 
down  in  a  line  of  battle  abreatt, 
as  if  they  meant  ferioufly  and  di- 
reftly  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
until  they  were  arrived  within 
little  more  than  random  cannon 
fliot,  when  they  fuddenly  hauled 
their  wind,  and  again  departed 
out  of  all  reach. 

It  is  at  all  times  bad  jefting  be- 
fore an  enemy ;  even  fuppofing 
that  enemy  to  be  a  much  lefs  de- 
termined and  formidable  foe  than 
a  Britifh  fleet.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  manoeuvring,  the  bravade 
being  encouraged  by  a  fudden 
and  mafterly  movement  made  by 
the  Britifli  admiral  for  gaining 
the  wind,  and  which  was  miftaken 
for  a  fymptom  of  flight,  the  whole 
French  fleet  were  nearly  entang- 
led into  that  which  of  all  things 
they  moft  wiftied  to  avoid.  They 
were  only  faved  from  a  clofe 
and  general  engagement  by  a 
critical  fliift  of  wind ;  and  even 
with  that  aid,  and  all  the  fails 
they  coald  carry,  were   not  able 

to 
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to  preferve  their  rear  entirely  from 
conflid. 

Rear  Admiral  Rowley's  divifion 
now  compoled  the  van  of  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  was  moft  gal- 
lantly led  by  Capt.  Bowyer  of  the 
Albion,  the  headmoft  ftiip.  That 
,  brave  officer  arretted  the 
^5  ■  flight  of  the  enemy  about 
feven  in  the  evening,  and  fuftained 
for  no  fliort  time  the  fire  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  heavy  (hips,  before  the 
rear  admiral,  ia  the  Conqueror, 
and  two  or  three  more  of  his  divi- 
fion, were  able  to  corae  up  to  his 
affiflance.  It  was  perceivable,  from 
the  latter  flackneis  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  that  their  rear  had  fufFered 
confiderably  in  this  rencounter ; 
the  Albion  ai;d  Conqueror,  were 
the  fhips  that  fufFered  moft  on  our 
fide ;  only  three  more  were  able 
to  come  within  reach  of  danger. 

The'  enemy  from  this  kept  an 
awful  diftance,  and  ventured  no 
more  to  repeat  the  parade  of  com- 
ing down,  as  if  they  meant  to 
engage.  A  vigorous  eftbrt  made, 
however,  by  the  Britifh  command- 
er, a  few  days  after,  in  order  to 
weather  them,  although  it  failed 
of  the  i^itended  efFstt,  yet  in- 
volved the  fleets  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  French,  for  the  pre- 
,  fervation  of  their  rear,  were 
9  •  under  the  neceflity  of  ha- 
zarding a  partial  engagement. 
They  accordingly  bore  along  the 
Britifh  line  to  windward,  and 
maintained  a  heavy  cannonade, 
a:  a  diilance  which  could  not  ad- 
mit of  any  great  efFedt,  but  which 
the  7  endeavoured  conflantly  to 
preferve.  T-he  rear,  however,  and 
fome  part  of  thej  center,  could 
not  efcape  being  clofely  and  fe- 
verely  attacked  by  the  Britifh 
v^n,  4nd  fuch  other  ihips  as  could 


get  up.  It  was  accordingly  ob- 
served that  they  fufi^ered  very  con- 
fiderably. As  foon  as  their  rear 
was  extricated,  the  enemy's  whole 
fleet  bore  away,  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  polfibly  prefs. 

It  appears  that  twelve  fail  of 
the  Brjtifti  fleet,  including  the 
Preflon  of  50  guns,  were  able  to 
come  up  fo  far  with  the  enemy, 
as  to  fuftain  fome  lofs.  Although 
the  van  was  led  on  this  day,  by 
Commodore  Hotham,  in  the  Ven- 
geance, with  great  reputation, 
yet  it  was  the  fortune  of  the  Al- 
bion, Capt.  Bowyer,  to  ftand  the 
brunt  of  this  aftion,  as  well  as  of 
the  preceding.  She  fufl-'ered  ac- 
cordingly. The  whole  lofs  of 
the  fleet  in  both  engagements, 
amounted  to  68  flain,  and  293 
wounded  ;  and  of  thefe,  24  were 
killed,  and  123  wounded,  in  the 
Albion  only.  Admiral  Rowley 
fufFered  confiderably  in  the  former  ^ 
aftion,  but  much  more  deeply  in 
this ;  in  which  his  brave  Captain, 
Watfon,  likewife  fell.  All  the 
officers  who  could  get  into  aftion 
in  either,  are  entitled  to  the  high- 
eft  applaufel 

The  Britifh  fleet  continued  the 
purfuit  of  the  enemy  for  two  days, 
when  they  totally  loft  fight  of 
them  ;  the  chace  had  then  led 
them  40  leagues  direftly  to  the 
windward  of  Martinique.  The 
Hate  of  the  fleet  rendered  it  now 
abfolutely  neceflTary  for  the  com-  , 
mander  in  chief  to  proceed  to 
Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes ;  which  afforded,  at  length, 
an  opportunity  to  the  French  of 
attaining  that  objeft  which  they 
had  fo  long  fought,  and  of  re- 
pairing their  Ihattered  fleet  in 
Fort  Royal  harbour*. 

Notwithftanding  the  tranquil  ap- 
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pearances  of  things  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, at  the  time  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  departure  from  thence, 
it  foon  became  obvious,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  w^re  fp  little 
fatisfied  with  the  prefl^nt  govern- 
ment, that  they  endeavoured  to 
difpofe  of  their  property  upon 
fuch  terms  as  they  coula  obtain, 
and  totally  to  abandon  the^  oro- 
vince.  This  conduft  became  Co 
frequent  and  glaring,  that  Lord* 
Cornvvallis  found  it  necelTary  to- 
wards the  end  of  July  to  iflue  a 
proclamation,  ftridly  forbidding 
all  fales  and  transfers  of  property, 
including  even  negroes,  without 
a  licence  firft  obtained  from  the 
commandant  of  Charles  Town  ; 
and  likewife  forbidding  all  mafters 
of  vciflels,  from  carrying  any  per- 
fbhs  whatever,  whether  black  or 
white,  out  of  the  colony,  without 
a  written  paffport  from  the  fame 
officen. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Corn- 
walHs,  who  extended  his  views 
to  the  redudVion  of  North  Caro- 
lina, had  kept  up  a  conftant  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  loyalifts  in 
that  colony,  who  eagerly  urged 
him  to  the  profecution  of  his  de- 
iign.  But  befides  that  the  heat 
of  the  Summer  was  fo  excefEve, 
that  it  would  have  rendered  ac- 
tion exceedingly  deftruftive  to  the 
troops,,  he  likewiie  found,  that 
no  army  could  be  fubfifted  in  that 
country,  until  the  harveft  was 
over.  Upon  thefe  accounts,  he 
earneftly  prcfled  the  friends  of  the 
Britilh  government  in  North  Ca- 
rolina, to  keep  themfelves  quiet, 
and  free  from  all  fufpicion,  though 
in  readinefs,  until  the  proper  fea- 
fon  arrived.  But  the  afual  im- 
patience of  thpfe  people,  operated 
upon   by  the  vigilant  jealaufy  of 


that  government,  or,  as  they  faid, 
by  its  oppreflion  and  cruelty,  ren-. 
dered  them  incapable  of  profit- 
ing of  fuch  falutary  counfel.  In- 
furredlions  accordingly  took  place, 
which  being  conduced  without  or- 
der or  caution,  as  well  as  prema- 
ture, were  eafily  fuppreffed.  A 
Col.  Bryan,  however,  with  about 
800  half  armed  men,  efcaped  into 
South-Carolina,  where  they  join- 
^  the  royal  forces. 

During  the  neceffary  continu- 
ance of  the  commander  in  chief  at 
Charles  Town,  f  in  regulating  the 
government  and  affairs  of  the  pro- 
vince, the  part  of  the  army  deftin- 
ed  to  aftive  fervice,  was  advanced 
towards  the  frontiers,  under  the 
conduft  of  Lord  Rawdon,  who 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  the 
town  of  Camden.  The  advan- 
tageous fituation  of  that  place  on 
the  great  river  Santee,  which  af- 
forded an  eafy  communication  with 
feveral,  and  remote,  parts  of  the 
country,  together  with  other  in- 
viting and  favourable  circum- 
flances,  induced  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  make  it  not  only  a  place  of 
arms,  but  a  general  ftore-houfe 
or  repofitory  for  the  fupply  of 
the  army  in  its  intended  opera- 
tions. He  accordingly  ufed  the 
utmoft  difpatch  in  conveying  thi- 
ther from  Charles  Town,  rum, 
fait,  arms,  ammunition,  and  va- 
rious ftores,  which  from  the  dif- 
tance,  and  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather,,  proved  a  work  of  infi., 
nite  labour  and  difficulty.  That 
noble  commander  likewife  fpared 
no  pains  in  arming  and  embody- 
ing the  militia  of  the  province, 
and  in  raifing  new  military  corps 
under  well-affefted  leaders. 

But  during  thefe  tranfaftions,  a 
great   change    took    place    in  the 

afpeft 
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afpeft  of  affairs  in  North- Carolina^ 
For  befides  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
loyalifts,  who  were  treated  with 
little  mercy,  Major-General  the 
Baron  de  Kalbe,  a  German  officer 
in  the  American  fervice,  arrived 
in  that  province  with  2000  conti- 
nental troops  ;  and  was  followed 
by  fome  bodies  of  militia  from 
Virginia.  The  gove/nment  of 
the  colony  were  likewife  indefa- 
tigable in  their  exertions  and 
preparations,  at  leaft  for  defence, 
if  not  for  conqueit.  Troops  were 
raifed ;  the  militia  every  where 
drawn  out  ;  and  Rutherford,  Caf- 
well,  Sumpter,  and  other  leaders, 
advanced  to  the  frontiers  at  the 
head  of  different  bodies  of  them. 
Skirmiflies  took  place  on  all  fides, 
and  were  attended  with  various 
fortune ;  and  the  enemy  became 
ib  dangerous,  that  Lord  Rawdon 
found  ic  neceffary  to  contrad  his 
polls. 

It  foon  appeared,  that  the  fub- 
miffion  of  many  of  the  South- Ca- 
rolinians was  merely  compulfory, 
and  that  no  conditions  or  confe- 
quences  could  bind  or  deter  them 
from  purfuing  the  bent  of  their 
inclinations,  whenever  the  oppor- 
tunity offered.  As  the  enemy  in- 
creafed  in  ftrength,  and  approached 
nearer,  numbers  of  thofe  who  had 
fubmitted  to  the  Britifn  govern- 
ment, and  others  who  were  on  pa- 
role, abandoned,  or  hazarded  all 
things,  in  order  to  join  them.  A 
Colonel  Lille,  who  had  exchanged 
his  parole  for  a  certliicate  of  being 
a  good  fubjeft,  carried  off  a  whole 
battalion  of  militia,  which  had 
been  raifed  by  another  gentleman 
for  Lord  Cornwallis,  to  join 
Sumpter.  Another  battalion,  wh6 
were  appointed  to  conduct  about 
100  fick  of  the  71ft  regiment  in 


boats  down  the  Pedee  to  George- 
Town,  feized  their  own  officers, 
and  carried  them,  with  the  fick 
men,  all  prifoners  to  the  enemy. 

General  Gates  was  now  arrived 
in  North-Carolina,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  new  fouthern 
army;  and  the  time  was  fall  ap- 
proaching, when  his  high  military 
reputation  was  to  be  flaked  in  an 
arduous  conteft  with  the  fortune 
of  Earl  Cornwallis.  In  the  fe- 
cond  week  of  Augull,  that  noble- 
man having  received  intelligence 
at  Charles  Town,  that  Gates  was 
advancing  with  his  army  towards 
Lynche's  Creek,  that  Sumpter 
was  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the 
communications  between  that  city 
and  the  army,  that  the  whole 
country  -between  the  Pedee  and 
the  Black  River  had  revolted,  and 
that  Lord  Rawdon  was  collefling 
his  whole  force  at  Camden,  he 
immediately  fet  off  for  that  place. 

He  found  on  his  arrival  no  fmall 
difficulties  to  encounter.  Gates 
was  advancing,  and  at  hand,  with 
a  very  decided  fuperiority  of  force. 
His  army  was  not  eftimated  at  lel^ 
than  five  or  fix  thoutand  men  ;  it 
was  likewife  fuppofed  to  be  very 
well  appointed  ;  whilll  the  name 
and  character  of  the  commander, 
increafed  the  idea  of  its  force. 
On  the  other  hand.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  regular  force,  was  fo  much 
reduced  by  ficknefs  and  cafualties, 
as  not  much  to  exceed  1400  fight- 
ing men,  or  rank  and  file,  with 
four  or  five  hundred  militia,  and 
North  Carolina  refugees.  The 
pofition  of  Camden,  however  ad- 
vantageous or  convenient  in  other 
refpecls,  was  a  bad  one  to  receive 
an  attack.  He  could  indeed  have 
made  good  his  retreat  to  Charles- 
Town  with  thofe  troops  that  were 
.    '  able 


432*]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1780. 


able  to  march;  but  in  that  cafe, 
"he  muft  have  left  about  800  fick, 
^ith  a  vaft  quantity  of  valuable 
ftores,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  He  likevvife  forefaw, 
that  excepting  Charles-Town  and 
the  Savannah,  a  retreat  would  be 
attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  two 
whole  provinces  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  the  no- 
ble commander  determined,  nei- 
ther to  retreat,  nor  wait  to  be  at- 
tacked in  a  bad  pofition.  He 
knew  that  Charles-Town  was  fo 
well  garrifoned  and  provided,  that 
it  could  not  be  expofed  to  any 
danger,  from  whatever  might  be- 
fal  him.  That  his  troops  were 
excellent,  admirably  officered,  and 
well  found  and  provided  in  all  re- 
fpeds.  And  that  the  lofs  of  his 
fick,  of  his  magazines,  the  aban- 
donment of  the  country,  and  the 
defertion  of  his  friends,  all  of 
which  would-^  be  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  a  retreat,  were 
almoft  the  heavieft  evils  which 
could  befal  him  in  any  fortune. 
In  his  own  words,  there  was  "  lit- 
tle to  lofe  by  a  defeat,  and  much 
to  gain  by  la  viftory." 

The  intelligence  which  he  re- 
ceived, that  General  Gates  had 
encamped  in  a  bad  fituation,  at 
Rugley's  about  13  miles  from 
Camden,  undoubtedly  ferved  to 
confirm  Lord  Cornwallis  in  bis 
,  ,         determination.       He 

S*  ^5  •  accordingly  marched 
from  Camden  about  10  o'clock  at 
night,  with  a  full  intention  of 
forprizing  Gates  at  Rugley's ;  and 
making  his  dilpofitions  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  his  bell  troops  and 
greateft  force  fhould  be  direded 
againft  the  continental  regiments  ; 
laying  little  ibrefs  on  th^   militia. 


if  thefe  were  fufficiently  provided 
againft. 

It  was  almoft  fmgular,  that  at 
the  very  hour  and  moment,  at 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  fet  out 
from  Camden  to  furprize  Gates, 
that  general  ftiould  fet  out  from 
Rugley's  in  order  to  furprize  him. 
For  although  he  does  not  acknow- 
ledge the  'faft  in  point  of  defign, 
and  even  pretends,  that  his  night 
movement  was  made  with  a  view 
of  feizing  an  advantageous  por- 
tion fome  miles  fhort  of  Camden ; 
his  order  of  march,  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  army,  with  the  hour 
of  fetting  out,  and  other  circum- 
ftances,  will  leave  but  little  room 
to  entertain  a  doubt  of  his  real 
objed.  Thefe  leading  features 
will  remind  fome  of  our  readers  of 
a  celebrated  aftion  in  the  late  war ; 
in  which  the  Pruffian  monarch, 
environed  with  danger,  and  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  armies  of 
enemies,  fome  of  which  were  fingly 
fuperior  to  his  own,  ^furprized 
and  defeated  Laudohn  on  a  night 
march,  when  that  able  general 
intended  to  conclude  the  war  by 
completing  the  circle,  and  by  fur- 
prizing  him  in  a  manner  which 
mulVhave  been  final  in  its  efFefts. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
light  troops  and  advanced  corps  on 
both  fides,  neceffarily  fell  in  with 
and  encountered  each  other  in  the 
dark,  fo  that  the  furprize  was 
mutual.  In  this  blind  encounter, 
however,  the  American  light  troops 
being  driven  back  precipitately 
on  their  van,  occafioned  fome  con- 
fiderable  diforder  in  that  part,  if 
not  in  their  centre,  which  proba- 
bly was  never  entirely  recovered. 
Lord  Cornwallis  reprelfed  the  fir- 
ing early,  and  immediately  form- 
ed J  he  found  that  the  enemy  were 
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tn  bad  ground,  and  he  would  not 
hazard  in  the  dark,  the  advantages 
which  their  fiuation  would  afford 
him  in  the  light ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  took  fuch  meafures  as  ef- 
fedually  prevented  their  taking 
any  other.  For  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  both  armies,  being  nar- 
rowed and  preffed  in  upon  on  ei- 
ther hand  by  deep  fwamps,  afford- 
ed great  advantages  to  the  weaker 
in  making  the  attack,  and  by  pre- 
venting the  ftronger  from  extend- 
ing their  lines,  deprived  them  in 
a  great  meafure,  of  thofe  which 
they  (hould  have  derived  from  their 
fuperiority  in  number. 

A  movement  made  by  the  Ame- 
ricans   on  the   left    by    day- light, 
indicating    fome    change   of  difpo- 
fxtion  or    order,  does  not  feem   to 
have  been   a  very   judicious   mea- 
fure, in    the  face    of,    and  fo  near 
to,  fuch   a  commander,    and  fuch 
an    army.      Lord    Cornwallis    faw 
the  advantage,  and  inftantly  feized 
it ;  Col.  Webfter,  who  commanded 
the    right  wing,    diredly  charging 
the   enemy's     left,    with  the  light 
infaiitry,    fupported    by    the     23d 
and     33d   regiments.     The    adtion 
foon  became  general,  and  was  fup- 
ported near  an  hour,  with  v/onder- 
ful  refolution,   and  the  molt  deter- 
mined   obllinacy.     The   firing   was 
quick    and    heavy    on    both   fides ; 
and     intermixed    with    fharp    and 
well  -  fupported    contefts     at      the 
point  of  the  bayonet.     The   morn- 
ing being  ftill  and  hazy,  the  fmoke 
hung   over  and  involved  both   ar- 
mies in  fuch  a  cloud,  that  it  was 
difficult    to   fee  or  tb   eftimate   the 
ftate  of  deftrudion  on  either  fide. 
The    Britifh   troops,  however,  evi- 
dently preffed  forward  j  and  at  the 
period    we    have    mentioned,    the 
Americans  were  thrown  into  con- 


fufion,  began  to  give  way  on  all 
fides,  and  a  total  and  general  rout 
foon  enfued. 

We    learn   from   the    American 
accounts,    that  the  whole  body  of 
their   militia,     (which    conftituted 
much    the    greater  part    of    their 
force)    excepting  only  one   North- 
Carolina  regiment,   gave  way  and 
run,    at    the    very  firft   fire  ;    and 
that   all  the  efforts  of  the  general 
himfelf,    and    of   the    other    com- 
manders, were  incapable  of  bring- 
ing them  afterwards  ever  to  rally, 
or  to  make  a  fmgle  ftand  ;  fo  that 
gaining  the  woods  as  fart  as  poffi- 
ble,    they    totally  difperfed.      But 
the      continental      regular     troopS, 
and    the    fingle     North     Carolina 
regiment     of     militia,      vindicat- 
ed   their    own    and     the    national 
character.     They    even   flood    that 
laft    and    fore    teft    of  the  good- 
nefs    of   troops,    the   pufh    of  the 
bayonet,  with  great  conftancy  and 
firranefs. 

The  Britifh  commander  fhewed 
his  ufual  valour  and  rriilitary  fkill. 
And  the  officers  and  troops,  ia 
their  refpedlive  ftations,  anfwered 
his  warmert  expedlations.  But 
though  all  are  entitled  to  our  ap- 
plaufe,  yet  Lord  Rawdon,  witb 
the  two  Lieutenant-Colonels  Web- 
fter and  Tarleton,  could  not  avoid 
being  particularly  diftinguifhed. 

The  victory  was  complete.  The 
broken  and  fcattered  enemy  were 
purfued  as  far  as  Hanging-Rock, 
above  twenty  miles  from  the  field 
of  battle.  All  their  artillery, 
amounting  to  feven  or  eight  brafs 
field  pieces,  with  2000  itand  of 
arms,  their  military  waggons,  and 
feveral  trophies,  were  taken.  Lord 
Cornwallis  eftimates  the  flain  at 
eight  or  nine  hundred,  and  fays 
about    a   thoufand    prifoners    were 

taken* 
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taken.  The  General,  Baron  de 
Kalbe,  who  was  fecond  in  com-  ^ 
mand,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
taken.  That  officer  fpent  his  laft 
breath  in  dictating  a  letter,  expref- 
iive  of  the  warmeft  aiFeftion  for 
the  Americans,  containing  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  valour 
of  the  continental  troops,  of  which 
be  had  .been  fo  recent  a  witnefs, 
and  declaring  the  fatisfaftion  which 
he  then  felt,  in  having  been  a 
partaker  of  their  fortune,  and 
having  fallen  in  their  caufe. 

The  American  Brigadier- Ge- 
neral Gregory,  was  among  the 
llain,  and  Rutherford  was  wound- 
ed and  taken.  Although  fome 
brave  officers  fell,  and  feveral 
were  wounded,  on  the  Britiih  fide, 
yet  the  lofs  which  the  army  fuf- 
tained,  was  upon  the  whole  com- 
paratively fmall.  It  amounted, 
including  eleven  miffing,  only  to 
324,  in  which  number  the  flain 
bore  a  very  moderate  proportion. 

Upon  the  whole.  Gates  feems 
td  have  been  much  outgeneralled. 
He  was,  however,  confoled  in  his 
misfortune,  (which  hal  fmce  oc- 
cafioned  his  retreat  from  the  fer- 
vice)  by  the  approbation  of  his 
conduft  and  fervices,  which  was 
publicly  bellowed  by  fome  of  the 
afTemblies. 

General  Sumpter  had  for  fome 
time  been  very  fuccefsful  in  cut- 
ting off  or  intercepting  the  Britifti 
parties  and  convoys,  and  lay  now 
with  about  a  thoufand  men,  and 
a  number  of  prifoners  and  waggons 
which  he  had  lately  taken,  at  the 
Catawba  fords;  apparently  fecured 
by  diflance,  as  well  as  the   diffi- 


culties of  the  country.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  confidered  it  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  his  future 
operations,  to  give  a  decifive  blow 
to  this  body,  before  he  purfued 
his  fuccefs  by  advancing  into 
North- Carol  in  a.  He  accordingly 
detached  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  light  infantry  and  cavalry  of 
the  legion,  amounting  to  about 
350,  upon  this  fervice.  The  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  woody, 
ftrong,  and  difficult  countries,  are 
much  counterbalanced  by  the  op- 
portunities which  they  afford  of 
furprize.  The  brave  and  aftive 
officer  employed  upon  this  occa- 
sion, by  forced  marches,  judicious 
meafures,  and  excellent  intelli- 
gence, furprized  Sumpter  fo  com- 
pletely at  noon-day,  that  his  men, 
lying  totally  carelefs  and  at  eafe, 
were  moftly  cut  oiF  from  their 
arms.  The  viftory  was  accord- 
ingly nothing  more  than  a  flaugh- 
ter  and  rout.  About  150  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  about  300, 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  taken, 
and  a  number  of  prifoners  and 
waggons  retaken. 

Thefe  fplendid  fuccefies  laid  the 
fouthern  colonies  open,  to  all  the 
efFeds  of  that  fpirit  of  enterprize 
which  diftinguifties  Earl  Corn- 
wallis,  and  which  he  communi- 
cates to  all  who  aft  under  his  com- 
mand. In  any  other  war  than  the 
American,  they  would  have  been 
decifive  of  the  fate  of  thofe  colo- 
nies. But  it  has  been  the  fingular 
fortune  of  that  war,  that  victory, 
on  the  Britifh  fide,  has  been  un- 
produftive  of  its  proper  and  cuf- 
tomary  efFefts. 
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york,  Dec.   30. 

AT  a  general  meting  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county 
tof  York>  held  here  this  day,  at 
tvhich  moft  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  firft  confideration  and  property 
were  prefent,  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed,  that  a  petition  (hould  be 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons for  the  pufpofes  thereinjnen- 
tioned*. 
After  which  the  following  refolu- 

tions   were    propofed,  and  alfo 

unanimoufly  agreed  to,  viz. 

ill,  Refolved,  That  the  petition 
How  read  to  this  meeting,  addref- 
fed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
xequeftingj  that  before  any  new 
burthens  be  laid  upon  the  country, 
effeftual  meafures  may  be  taken 
by  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into, 
and  correal  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money ;  to 
teduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  } 
to  refcind  and  abolifli  all  finecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions ; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  lijceffities  of  the  ftate  j  is  ap- 
proved by  this  meeting. 

2d.  Refolved,  That  a  commit- 
tee   of  fixty  -  one   gentlemen   be 


appointed,  to  carry  on  the  necef- 
fary  correfpondence  for  elFedually 
promoting  the  objett  of  the  peti- 
tion, and  to  prepare  a  plan  for  ati 
aflbciation,  on  legal  and  conftitu- 
tionalgroundsjtofupport  that  laud- 
able reforni,  and  fuch  other  mea- 
fures as  may  conduce  to  reftore  the 
freedom  of  parliament,  to  be  pre- 
fented by  the  chairmen  of  the 
committee  to  this  meeting,  held 
by  adjournment,  on  Tuelday  ia 
Eafter-week  next  ehfuing. 

The  committee  was  then  chofen, 
and  thanks  given  to  the  lords  and 
niembers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
who  honoured  the  meeting  with 
their  prefence  and  fupport. 

A  deputation  fforti  the  Pro-  , 
teftent  Affociation,  aflembled  ^  ' 
under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon,  waited  on  Lord  North,  ta 
requell  his  Iprdfhip  to  prefent  a  pe* 
tition  from  that  fociety  to  parlia- 
ment>  and  to  fupport  the  fame, 
againft  a  law  which  has  already 
received  the  royal  aflent,  for  the 
rfeliefofhis  majefty's  Popifh  fub* 
jefts  in  certain  cafes  ;  which  hi* 
lordflaip  abfolutely  refufed. 

In  confequence  of  a   public      , 
notice  given  by  the  Iheriffs,  a  ' 
numerous  and  refpeftablc  meeting 
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of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex 
was  held  at  the  Mermaid,  at  Hack- 
ney. About  one  o'clock  Mr.  She- 
rift'  Wright  took  the  chair  (Sheriff 
Pugh  being  confined  with  the  gout, 
did  not  attend)  and  read  a  requi- 
fition  made  to  him,  figned  by  fe- 
vera!  fref^iolders  of  the  county, 
requiring'  the  meeting,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  *•  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  re- 
iolution?,  and  co-operating  with 
the  noble  lords  who  formed  the 
minority  on  the  7th  and  15th  of 
December  ot>  the  motions  for  the 
retrenchment  of  the  civil  lift,  and 
for  controlling  ihs  public  expendi- 
tu're,  8cc." 

A  petition  to  the  Houfe of  Com- 
mons, alrooll  verbatim  the  fame 
wieh  that  from  the  county  of  York, 
was  agreed  to.  After  this,  two 
refolutions  fimilar  to  thofe  carried 
at  the  York  meeting  were  read  and 
approved  of,  and  a  committee  of 

'  £fty-one  gentlemen  appointed  to 
carry  on  the  bufinefs,  and  the  ne- 
ceifary  correfpondence  with  the 
kingdom-  Mr.  Grieve  then  mader 
a  motion,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  given  to  the  noble 
lords  and  commons,  who  have  uni- 
formly and  unequivocally  flood 
forth  in  the  defence  of  the  confti- 
tutional  rights  of  their  country^ 
and  for  reforming  the  lliate;  which 
was  carried. 

,  A  dreadfuV  fire  happened 

'^"*     in  Great  Wild  Street,  Lin- 

I  coln's-Inn-firelds,  at  three  o'clock 
lalt  Friday  morning,  when  three 
houfes  were  confumed,  two  others 
damaged,  and  five  or  ftx  unhappy 
perfons  pcrifhcd  in  the  flumes  I 
Many  induftrious  families,  lodgers 
in  the  houfes  which  were  burnt, 
tiC.  loft  all  their  goods,  and  even 
^heir  wearing  apparel,  and  were 


compelled  to  rufh,  in  a  mannef 
naked,  into  the  ftreets,  to  favC 
their  lives. 

At  the  above  fire  Mrs.  Mitton, 
a  dealer  in  coals,  was  feen  to  look 
out  of  her  chamber  window  before 
the  houfe  caught  nre  ;  but  an  en-' 
gineer  at  the  inftant  accideotaUy 
pointing  the  engine-pipe  that  way^ 
firuck  her  back  vards,  and  (he  wa» 
confumed  with  the  building,  to 
which  the  flames  foon  after  com* 
municated  themfelves.  ' 
Admiralty-Ofice,  Jan.   II. 

Capt.  Cierke,  of  his  majefty'* 
floop  the  Refoluticn,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  dated  the  8th  of 
June,  1779,  in  the  harbour  of  St, 
Peter  and  Sc.  Paul,  Kamti'chatka* 
which  was  received  yellerday* 
gives  the  melancholy  account  of 
the  celebrated  Captain  Gcok,  late 
commander  of  that  floop,  withf 
four  of  bis  private  mariners,  hav- 
ing been  killed,  on  the  14th  of 
February  laft,  at  the  ifiand  of 
O'whythe,  one  of  a  groupeof  nevw 
difcovered  iflands,  in  the  zzd  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  in  an  affray 
with  a  numerous  and  tttmoUuou* 
body  of  the  natives, 

Capt.  Gierke  adds,  that  he  had 
received  every  friendly  fupply  from 
the  Rufiian  government ;  and  that 
as  the  companies  of  the  Refolu- 
tion,  and  her  confort  the  Difcow 
very,  were  in  perfeft  health,  and 
the  two  floops  had  twelve  months 
Ifores  and  proviiions  on  board,  he 
was  preparing  to  make  another  at- 
tempt to  explore  a  northern  paifege 
to  Europe. 

[The  above  neVv  difcovered 
ifland  in  the  South  Seas  lies  in  22  N* 
lat.  and  200  E.  long,  from  Green- 
wich. The  captain  and  crev/  were 
at  firil  treated  as  deities,  but  opon 
their  revifuing  that  ifiand  fome  of 
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tKe  inliabiUnts  proved  inimical, 
-  Jbortilitiesenfuedjand  theaboveme- 
iancholyfcenewas  theconfequence.] 
Copies  of  the  journals  of  the 
two  fliipSj  together  with  many  va- 
luable drawings,  were  left  with 
the  governor,  to  be  forwarded  to 
England  ;  who  politely  eneap:ed  to 
take  charge  of  them  hiiiil'elf  as 
far  as  FeterfBurgh. 

This  day  the  new  eleifled  mem- 
bers of  the  cdmmon-council  took 
the  ufual  oaths  for  their  qualifica- 
^  tion  at  the  ffeflioris  at  Guildhallj 
and  immediately  afterwards  a  court 
of  commori-cduncil  was  held,  when 
the  cdmmittee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  right  df  the  members 
dr  that  court  to  be  Governors  of 
the  Royal  Hofpitals,  reported  a 
fiate  of  their  proceedings,  and  the 
liieafures  taken  by  theiropponents ; 
and  the  committee w^re empowered 
to  defend  the  right  of  the  corpora- 
tion in  fuch  manner  as  iheyfhould 
be  advifedj  and  to  draw  upon  the 
thamber  for  the  necefTary  cx- 
pencesi 

.  ,  Fouf  prlfoners  were  tried 
^  ^^°'  at  the  Old-Bailey,  three  oT 
*'hom  were  capitally  convifted, 
tiz.  John  Benfield  and  W.  Turley^ 
for  felonioufly  coining  and^coun- 
terfeiting,  at  a  houfe  in  White's- 
alley,  Chancery -larie,  ftiillings, 
iix-pencesj  and  half-crowns,  feve- 
ral  counterfeit  fhillings>  newly 
tail,  being  found  in  the  room  ; 
and  Mary  Williams^  for  feloniouf- 
ly colouring,  with  a  certain  wa(h 
producing  the  colour  of  filver,  feve- 
ral  round  planks  of  bafe  metal, 
cf  a  fi:  fize  to  be  coined  into  coun- 
terfeit milled  money,  fefembling 
ibillings. 

The  fame  day  thi?  fefiions  ended, 
U'hen  feven  convifts  received  judg- 
meni  of  death,  nine  were  fen tenc^ 


fed  to  hard  labouh  irt  thfe  houfg  of" 
correction,  eight  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate,  five  whipped  and  dif- 
charged>    and    1 1    difcharged    b/ 
pJ"oclamation. 

The  feflions  of  the  peace  is  ad^ 
journed  till  Thurfday  the  26th  in- 
llant,  at  Guildhall,  and  the  f-filonS 
of  gaol  d;_;Iivery  till  Wednefday  rhtf 
23d  of  February,  at  the  bid* 
Bailpy. 

This  day  the    f)IIo\vihg  , 

xnalefaftors    were   executed      ^9'"* 
at  Tyburpj  purfuant  to  their  fen* 
tence  :  HugT  Mulvey,  John  Whi- 
ley  and  John  Woodmore^  who  went 
in  the  firlt  carr,  f  ^r  breakihg  opefi 
the    houfe  of  Thonnas    Farleyj  of 
Coldbath      Fields     and     flealing 
thereout  two  filk  gowrisi  two  pair 
of  rtays,  and  other  things  ;  Johii 
Howejl,  foritealing  352  !ilk  hand- 
kei-chiefs,  and   other  goodsj   to  a 
confiderjible  amount,  in  the  houfe 
of  IVlr.   Davifon,   pawnbroker,   ia 
Bifhopfgate-rtreet  ;    and    William 
Kent,    for    fobbing  Henry   Otto, 
one  of  his  majefty's  meffengers,  of 
his  watch  and  money,  on  the  high- 
ways near  Gunner/bury-lane,  who 
went  in  the  la  ft  cart.     They  were 
atterjded  by  the  flieriifs,    city  mar- 
Ihals,    officers,    the     ordinary    of, 
Newjfate,  &C4    from   Newgate   to 
the  place  of  execution*     They  be~ 
bared   exceeding   penitent,    wept 
much,  and  were  terribly  agitated 
and  fhocked  at  their  approaching 
diffolution. 

The  above  unfortunate  youthg 
were  all  very  youngs  the  eldeft  not 
exceeding   zg  yeafs  of  age. 

The  fame  day  a  court  of  alder- 
men was  he-id  at  Guildhall,  wheni 
Mr.  Thorp,  one  of  the  common* 
council  of  the  wardof  Aldgatc,  pre- 
fented  a  letter  from  Mr.  AlJermaa 
Lee,  defiring  tdfurrendcr  the  office; 

iN]  a  ^  of 
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of  alderman  of  the  fajd  ward,  he 
finding  it  incompatible  with  his 
prefent  concerts  to  hold  the  faid 
office.  The  court  accordingly  ac- 
cepted of  the  faid  refignation. 

n  Ths  lord-mayor  went  to 
Ironmonger's  -  hall,  Fen- 
church-ftreet,  when  a  wardmote 
•was  held  before  his  lordfhip  for  the 
eledlion  of  an  alderman  for  Aid- 
gate  ward,  in  the  room  of  Wil- 
liam Lee,  Efq;  when  William 
Burnell,  Efq;  one  of  the  late 
fheriiFs,  was  chofen  without  oppo- 
iition.  Thanks  were  alfo  voted  to 
the  late  Alderman  Lee  by  a  majo- 
rity of  12  voices. 

The  king's  proclamation,  fetting 
forth,  that  for  the  future  all  fo- 
reign fhips  taken  carrying  to  and 
affifting  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain with  warlike-ftoresor  goods  of 
any  kind,  fliould  be  deemed  legal 
prizes,  and  the  fliip  or  fhips  and 
cargoes  fhould  be  fold  for  the  be- 
nefit of  thofe  who  took  theiii,  was 
read  at  the  Royal  Exchange  Gate 
by  Mr,  Bifliop  the  common-cryer, 
afCfted  by  the  proper  officers. 

The  adjournment  of  the  feffion 
was  held  at  Guildhall  before  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder, 
&c.  to  conclude  the  bu/inefs  which 
was  left  unfinifiied  at  the  late  ad- 
iournment,  when  the  following  ex- 
traordinary trial  for  an  affault  was 
heard  : — Thomas  Atkins,  a  fer- 
jeant  at  mace,  went  on  the  24th 
of  laft  June  to  ferve  a  procefs  on 
Mr*  Henry  Gough,  at  his  houfe 
on  Holborn-hill  ;  he  acquainted 
Mr.  Gough  with  the  nature  of  his 
bufinefs,  who  feemed  inclined  to 
fettle  the  matter.  Mr,  Gough  go- 
ing up  ftairs,  the  officer  followed, 
ivhcn  he,  Mr.  Gouph,  turned 
round,  and  fhoved  Atkins  over 
ihe  bannifter  ;  Mr.  Aikina  not  re- 


ceiving much  hurt,  renewed  tl/fl 
attack,  and  a  general  battle  en- 
dued between  Gough  and  Atkins>  . 
and  Gough's  man  and  Atkins's 
man.  Gough  finding  the  cffictfr  ^ 
too  mighty  for  him  tooppofe  with- 
out further  affiftance,  unchained  a 
large  fierce  animal,  which  Mr., 
Atkins  affirmed  to  be  a  centaur,  or 
griffin  ;  however,  it  proved  to  be 
a  man  fatyr :  this  had  the  defired 
effedl,  for  both  Mr.  Atkins  and 
follower,  upon  fight  of  the  beaft, 
wifely  declined  the  fight,  and  made 
a  precipitate  retreat.  The  charge 
being  undeniably  proved,  Mr. 
Gough  was  accordingly  found 
guilty,  and  fen  fenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  five  guineas.  Mr.  Gough  is  a 
dealer  in  wild  beafts. 

Laft  Decembera  gentleman  tried 
the  power  of  eleftricityon  a  myrtle 
tree,  in  the  following  manner:  ho 
placed  the  pot  in  a  room  which 
wasvfrequented  by  the  family,  and 
for  feventeen  days  eleftrified  it 
once  in  each  day,  allowing  half  a 
pint  of  water  to  the  root  on  every 
fourth  day.  In  confequence  of 
this  trial,  the  myrtle  produced  fe- 
veral  fhoots,  the  longeft  meafur- 
ing  full  three  inches,,  an-d  it  is  now 
in  the  green-houfe  in  pcrfeft 
health. 

Dublin,  Jan.  15.  We  have  the 
pleafure  to  acquaint  our  readers, 
that  on  Monday  laft  there  wa» 
made  the  firft  exports  entry  of 
wooflens  from  this  kingdom  at  our 
Cuftom-houfe  fince  the  reftriftions 
on  our  trade  were  taken  ofi^.  The 
entry  was  made  by  William  Worth- 
ington,  Efq;  of  1300  yards  of 
ferge,  for  Liffion. 

Tcrk,  Jan.  18.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Agriculture  Society,  held  at 
Beverley,  for  the  Eaft-Riding  of 
the  county  of  York  and  county  of 

Hull, 


CHRONICLE. 


[197 


Hall,  a  premlam  of  three  guineas 
iva?  adjudged  to  Ann  Wiity,  of 
Driffield,  (he  having  ferved  the 
longell  in  one  place,  viz.  40  years; 
alfo  a  premium  of  two  guineas  to 
Willi'dm  Carr,  of  fickton,  he  be- 
ing the  next  eldelt  fervant,  having 
ferved  in  one  place  36  years. 
Cordoniai   in  the  Tucuman,  June  I, 

1779- 
In  the  village  of  Altigratia  there 

lives  a  negro  woman,  who,  ac- 
cording  to  the  molt  authentic  in- 
formation ^and  tellimonies  taken 
judicially,  mult  be  ch  -ui  175  years 
old;  (he  is  extremely  thin,  very 
much  wrinkled,  and  b6nt  double, 
but  (he  can  lee  at  a  few  paces  dif- 
tance,  and  (pins  ;  but  what  is 
mnrt  extraordinary,  though  flie 
can'^not  (land  for  any  fpace  of  time, 
fhe  (till  carries  on  the  bufinefsof  a 
midwife  with  dexterity.  She  has 
five  children  by  her  hulband,  one 
Michael,  a  negro,  and  (he  thinks 
her  grand-children  have  grand- 
children of  their  own.  Old  peo- 
ple feem  to  be  no  rarity  in  that 
country,  as  there  are  feveral  ne- 
groes upwards  of  an  hundred  years 
old,  and  one  woman  of  C20,  who 
retains  her  memory  perfedly,  and 
declares  that  the  old  woman  in 
queltion  was  arrived  at  woman's 
eltate  when  Ihe  firlt  had  the  ufe  of 
her  renfon. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
price  of  corn  fell  almoft  one  half 
from  what  it  was  only  four  years 
ago.  The  following  is,an  accurate 
ftate  of  the  prices  in  1775,  and  in 
the  prefent  winter  of  1779  and 
1780. 

1775.  1780. 

Wlieat  per  load       £-  ^S     °  ;C«  7   1°  ° 

Barley  per  cjuarter     -       I    lO  O   l<j  p 

Oats     -        -          -         iz  0150 

Peafe         -        --24  15^ 

Hay  per  l«ad    -     -      4  fo  a    o  0 


In  the  weft  of  England  the  wool 
is  all  upon  hand.  In  Lincoln  (hire, 
and  throughout  the  north,  it  has 
been  fo  for  fome  time.  This  arti- 
cle, that  was  formerly  called  the 
ftaplc-commodity  of  England,  will 
now  fetch  no  price. 

Died,  Dec.  26,  of  a  lingering 
illnefs,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age, 
Thomas  Hope,  Efq;  well  knowa 
in  the  trading  world,  as  one  of  t|ie 
'  iirft  charafters  that  this  or  perhaps 
any  other  age  ever  produced.  He 
was  originally  defcended  from  the 
elder  branch'of  the  family  of  Hope 
in  Scotland  ;  and,  endowed  with 
great  natural  abilities,  he  with  uiv- 
remitting  application  raifed  the 
credit  and  affluence  of  the  houfe  at 
Amflerdam,  which  continues  to 
bear  his  name,  to  fuch  a  height, 
as  perhaps  no  other  houfe  of  trade 
in  any  country  ever  arrived.  Nor 
were  his  thoughts  in  buiinefs  con- 
fined to  that  objedl  only,  having 
for  many  years  prefidtd  as  repre- 
fentative  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
lirll  in  the  Welt  India,  and  after- 
wards in  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Companies  ;  where,  particularly 
in  the  latter,  he  edablilhed  fuch 
wife  laws  and  regulations  in  their 
trade,  as  muft  make  his  memory 
refpeded  and  adored  as  long  as 
thofe  companies  (hall  exift.  And 
it  will  be  remembered  by  the  latelt 
pofterity,  that  a  merchant  could 
at  once  prefcribe  laws  to  fovereigns 
in  the  Eaft,  and,  by  his  moneyed 
powers,  greatly  fway  the  fcale  of 
empire  in  Europe.'  He  was  juft 
in  all  his  dealings;  and  friendly, 
where  he  had  oncephxed  his  con- 
fidence, to  a  degree  that  by  many 
might  be  thought  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  prudence  in  trade. 

At  Wapping,  Mr.  Thomas  Dil- 
worth,  well-known  for  his  many 
ufeful  publications. 

[N]  3  At 
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At  Stepneyi,   Mrs.   Armflrong, 
?ged  no. 


*iH.,!J.J 


F  e:  B  R  U  A  R  y. 


J  The  inhabitants  of  Weft. 

ip'O'lier,  to  the  number  of 
4000,  met  in  Weilminlter-hall, 
purf'uant  lo  public  advertii'eme nt, 
to  agrf'e  on  a  petition  to  pariia- 
ment,  to  controul  ihe  (h  .meful 
wade  of  public  money,  &c. 

The  Hon  Ch;.r'es  Fox  bei,ng 
called  to  the  chair,  Mr*  Sawbiidge 
xs^rehnxed  thf  ncceiiliy  there  was 
for  the  prefenting  a  petition  fimi- 
Jar  to  I  hat  of  York.  He  then  read" 
the  petition,  which  was  nrxt  read 
by  the  chairman,  and  carried  un- 
anJinoufly. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that 
a  committee  fliould  be  appointed 
to  correfpond  \viih  the  other  com- 
mittees through  the  kingdom  ;  and 
^|ie  Puke  of  Portland,  the  Earls 
Egremont  and  Temple,  the  Lords 
John  and  George  Cavendiih,  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Townihend,  Meflrs. 
^awbridge  and  Willies,  and  about 
pincty  other  noblemen  and  gentle- 
xnen,  were  appointed  of  the  cpin- 
inittee. 

After  which,  Mr.  Foj;  was  pro- 
poftd  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent 
the  city  of  Weitminlkr  at  the  next 
general  elciflion,  and  was  received 
iyitl^  ^he  loudeli  acclamation?. 

.  There  is  how  in  the  pof- 
^  •  fpffion  of  Mr.  Benj.  Penny, 
near  Tetbury  in  Gloucefterilaire, 
a  jjull  calf,  about  'ihiee  weeks  old, 
with  two  heads,  four  ears,  and 
twq  tongueb,  quite  perfe^.  It 
fats  vyUh  both  mouths,  and  i$ 
likely  to  live.  This  moniler  has 
^eea  l]ie.>vn  tp  the  jpubiic  in  the 


inetropoHj,  and  was  alive  at  the  eiicj 
of  the  prefent  year. 

Laft  Sun^lay  between  four  , 
and  five  o'clock  in  the  after-  ^  • 
noon,  one  Garret  of  Sutton,  neap 
Retworth,  in  Suffex,  fliot  his  wife 
deai  on  the  fpot  as  fhe  was  fitting 
before  the  fire,  The  more  eifecr 
tually  to  execute  his  diabolical  in- 
tention, he  loaded  the  piece  with 
two  balls,  and  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife;  who,  remarking  the 
Angularity  of  bis  loading,  and 
a/king  him  what  he  was  going  to 
fhoot  with  bullets  >  received  Voy 
anfvver,  fmall  birds.  But  fne  foon 
found  berfeif  the  devoted  object  j 
the  fata!  piece  was  levelled, 'and 
ere  fhe  conid  remonftrate,  the  balls 
had  puffed  tliropoh  her  body,  aa4 
killed  her  on  the  fpot-. 

A     court    of    common-  , 

council  was  held  at  CJuild-  '-^^ 
hall,  when^  after  a  deal  of  alter-- 
cation^,  the  vacancies  in  the  fe, 
veral  committees  were  filled  up 
agreeable  to  the  lift  of  the  previous 
lueetiag. 

The  bufinefs  for  which  thiat 
court  was  called  was  next  proceed- 
ed  on,  vi?.  To  take  into  eonfidera^ 
tion  the  expenditure  of  public 
monies,  and  other  grievances, 
Upon  which,  a  motion  wa^  macle 
and  feconded,  thjit  a  petition  be 
prefented  to  the  honourable  the 
Houfe  cf  Commons  from  that 
court  i  which,  after  fome  debates, 
was  put,  and  carried  gnani- 
mo  ifly. 

A  committee  of  eight  aldermen 
and  fixfcen  .commoqers  'was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  petifioDj, 
which  was.  agreed  npon.  This 
committee  was  dcfired  to  corre- 
fpcjid  with  the  comt^iittees  of  th^ 
ievcrai  counties. 

feilefr 
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^    »         Yefterday  morning,  pur- 
'    fuant   to  an   order   of   the 

-  King's  B^nch,  on  Saturday  laft, 
Mefl'.  Stratton, Brooke, Floyer,  and 
Mackay,  were  brought  up  to  the 
bar  of  that  court,  to  receive  {en- 
tence,  having  been  found  guilty 
of  removing  Lord  Pigot  from  the 
prefidcncy  of  Madras,  and  im- 
prifoning  him  for  nine  months, 
which  was  faid  to  be  the  caufe  of 
bis  death. 

Mr.  TulHce  Afhurft  being  the 
judge  appointed  to  pafs  fentence, 
before  he  pronounced  it  went 
through  the  heads  of  the  evidence, 
both  for  the  profecution  and  the 
defence. 

He  made  feveral  remarks  as  he 
went  through  it,  in  which  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  Fort  St.  George 
had  belonged   to  the  crown,    the 

'  depriving  Lord  Pigot  of  the  prefi- 
dency  would  have  been  high  trea- 
fort;  but,  as  it  was  under  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  it  was  only  a  mif- 
demeanor.  He  took  notice  that 
the  defendants  had  imprifoned 
Lord  Pigot  for  difmiffing  leveral 
members  from  the  council, yet  they 
themfelves  had  done  the  like  in 
three  inftances;  but  he  could  fay, 
that,  while  they  held  the  reins  of 
government,  every  thing  fuccecd- 
ed,  both  in  trade,  and  in  the  yrm y  ; 
and  that  the  prefidency  of  Bengal, 
to  whom  the  whole  qf  the  buli.iefs 
was  referred,  gave  an  opinion  in 
their  favour,  {ie  then  proceeded 
to  the  fentence,  as  foiiows  : 
**  Meir.  Stratton,  Brooke,  Floyer, 
Mackay, 
*•  Gentlemen, 
*'  You  are  now  called  upon  to 
receive  fentence  for  an  offence 
which  you  have  committed,  and 
been  found  guilty  of;  but,  as 
there  is    00    diiUnCtioa    in  your 


cafes,  but  zte  guilty  alike,  you 
are  fentenced,  each  of  you,  to 
pay  a  fine  to  his  majeily  of  1 000  1. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  until  that 
fum  is  paid."  The  fines  being 
immediately  paid  in  the  court, 
they  were  of  courfe  difcharged. 

A  caufe  was  tried  before  , 

Judge  Nares  at  Guildhall,  5  • 
between  Mr.  Robert  TayJer  and 
the  owners  of  one  of  the  Colchefter 
ttages.  The  adlion  was  brought 
for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  the 
injury  which  Mr.  Tayier  fuffered 
from  ihecoachman's  driving  againft 
his  horfe  near  Stratford,  by  which 
the  horfe  was  thrown  down,  and 
Mr.  Tayler's  legs  run  over  by  the 
hind  wheel  of  the  coach.  The' 
learned  judge,  in  fumming  up  the 
evidence  informed  the  jury,  that 
the  law  was  clear  in  making  the 
owners  of  ftage  coaches  account- 
able for  the  mifconduft  of  their 
coachmen,  and  told  them  to  find  a 
verdidt  for  the  plaintiff,  if  ic  ap- 
peared from  the  evidence  that  the 
coach  was  not  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  roul,  for  that  if  fo,  the  accident 
had  happened  in  confeijufHice  of 
that  mncoiidudt.  TiiJS  .jury  re- 
tired for  about  ten  rr.inti|5s,  and 
brougiic  in  a  verciid  for  the  plain- 
tiff, with  1150I.  damages. 

His    majslty    has    bcx'n  . 

plcafed  to  grant  a  free  par-  ' 
don  to  Richard  Mealing,,  convict- 
ed in  'September  fefllon  of  felo- 
nioully  receiving  goods,  the  pro- 
perty of  jarnes  Pen  tecrofs,  knowing 
the  I'time  10  be  llolen. 

His  majeily  alio  hath  been  pleaf- 
ed  10  grant  a  free  pardoi  to  John 
Field,  cunvii^led  the  fame  le'.f;on  of 
coining  Ihiliings  and  iix-pences. 

On     Monday    wjs    tried  ., 

in     the    court     or     King  s        -* 
Benc-h,  before  t\ie  Earl  of  Manf- 
-       [N]  4.  field,  ' 
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field,  at  Weftminfler-hall,  an  in-  his  power,  they  allowed  the  ca{d 

didlment  found  by  the  grand  jury  varied  materially.   Lord  Mansfield 

of  Weftminfter,  againft  a  Middle-  faid,  that  the  juftice  had  refufed 

fexjuflice,  for  commitment  of  a  to  hear  evidences,  whom  he  was 

freeman  of  London,  and  a  niem-  not  empowered    to  exclude  :    the 

ber  of  the  fellowlhip  of  ticket-por-  juftice  was  not  to  refufe  the  exami- 

ters,  to  the  Savoy,  under  the  au-  nation  of  witnefTes  offered:  it  was 

thority  of  the  imprefs  aft,  thereby  his  duty  to  hear  and  judge  accord*, 

declaiing  him   to   be  an  idle  and  ingly,   and    not   to  be  biafTed  by 

diforderly  perfon,  whereas  in  truth  improper  motives ;  but  as  to  that 

and  in  fadt  the  profecutor  was  an  confideration,  it  was  for  the  jury 

induftrious  fober  man,  of  extraor-  to    determine.     The  juftice    was 

dinary     good     reputation.      The  found   guilty,   and  is    to  receive 

profecution  was  conduced  by  the  fentence    next    term.     The   triai 

diredion  of  the  court  of  a]dermen>  lafted  till  four  o'clock, 
to  proted  the  rights  of  the  fellow-         The   feffions  at  the  Old       >-  , 

iliip,  they  being  all  freemen,  and  Bailey,  which  began  on  the     •       •' 

governed    by   an   alderman,     The  precedingWednefday, ended, when 

indidment   was    laid    alfo   againft  feven  convifts  received  fentence  of 

two   conftables,    for    the   original  death :  William   Herbert,   for  re- 

aflault,   prior  to  the   examination  turning  from  tranfportation  ;  Chrif- 

tefore  the  juftice  ;   but,  the  noble  ftopher  Burrows  and  John  Burden, 

iord    who   prefided  on    the  bench  for  robbing  Sarah  Giffbrd  in   the 

^ave  a    dir'edl   intimation    to   the  Green-park,  St,  James's ;   Robert 

jury,    that   they   in   point  of  law  Andres  and   Richard  Palmer,   for 

were    jiiftifiable;    and    they  were  robbing  the  houfe  of  Sir  Richard 

without  hcfitation  E^quitted,    The  Lumm  ;   Chriftopher  Plumley,  for 

point  refted  folely  as  to  the  crimi-  robbing  the  houfe  of  John  Abbot'; 

nality  of  the  juflicfe,  and  whether  and  John  Pears,  convifted  in  Sep- 

}ie  v/as.  any  ways  liable  to  be  called  tember   feffions  of  hiring  a  horfe 

upon  Icr  the  injury  done  to  the  and  felling   the   fame.     This  cafe 

profecutor,  who   had    been   hand-  had  been    referred    to  the  twelve 

cufted,  and  led  like  a  thief  through  judges,  who  were  of  opinion  thg 

\hp  ftreets  ;  and   befides,  had  fuf-  ofi^ence  was  capital. 


fered  in  the  Savoy  a  miferable 
confinement,  and  even  debarred 
the  vifits  of  his  friends;  fo  that 
by  mere  accident  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  was  obtained  by  the  city 
to  dilcharge  him  oat  of  a  loaih- 
fpip?  room.  The  counfel  for  the 
juilice  relied  upon  the  aft  of  par- 
liament as  a  iu^cient  apfwer  to 
the  fharg?,-Nfaying,  tha,t  the  juftice 
fxeicjfed  his  dii'cretion,  an'd  was 
;ppt  to  be  confined  within  any  par- 
ticular line  of  condift  :  if  it  cculd 
^e  pfcytd  he  l)a3  wantonly  abufed 


A    man-  was  carried  b,e-       ^, 
fore  the  lord  mayor  for  de-  ^ 

frauding  a  woman  of  fome  bank 
ftock.  It  appeared  on  the  exami- 
nation ^hat  he  pretended  to  be  a 
broker,  and  prevailed  on  the  wo- 
man to  give  him  half  a  guineA, 
and  to  fign  a  paper  empowering 
him  to  trarifaft  fome  bufinefs  fojjr 
her  at  the  bank,  her  huftjand  be, 
ing  abroad.  The  woman  not  be- 
ing able  to  read,  put  her  mark, 
and  wh^n  fhe  went  to  the  bank  to. 
icceivp    b?r    npxi    dividend,    fbe 
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found  that  all  her  (lock  was  fold 
find  transferred  to  another  perfon. 
Yhe  impoiition  being  committed 
in  the  outparts,  he  was  Tent  there 
for  further  examination. 

,  During    the    night    the 

^9  *  atmofphere  exhibited  the 
moft  extraordinary  appearance  that 
has  been  obfcrvcd  for  many  years. 
The  light  refembled  that  of  a  great 
"^  fire,  and  the  whole  elements  feemed 
to  be  in  one  continued  flame.  At 
intervals  Hafhes  of  fparkling  fire 
ihot  from  the  horizon  to  the  ze- 
nith, and  feemingly  excinguifhed 
in  a  poinr.  The  fame  appear- 
ance extended  to  France  and  Ger- 
many, an4  probably  over  all  Ea- 
rope. 

Befidcs  the  Petition  agreed  to  at 
the  county  meeting  held  at  York, 
as  mentioned  under  Dec.  30,  fimi- 
lar  meetings  and  petitions  have 
been  held  and  agreed  to  in  the 
counties  of  MiddleTex,  Hampfhire, 
Chefhire,  Hertford,  Huntingdon, 
Surrey,  Suflex,  Dorfet,  Cumber- 
land, Effex,  Bedford,  Glouceiler, 
^onierfet,  and  Wilts;  as  alfo  by 
the  corporations  of  Nottingham 
and  Newcaftle-upon  Tyne. 

Died,  At  Combe,  Jofeph 
pkins,  a  labouring  man,  aged  103, 
who  never  knew  a  week's  illnefs  ; 
and  for  the  laft  40  years  fubfided 
entirely  on  bread^  njilk,  and  ve- 
getables. 

Francis  Walkern,  a  carpenter, 
aged  104,  who  till  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death  was  never  trou- 
bled with  ficknefs,  or  any  dillem- 
per  whatever. 


MARCH. 

A  c?.ufe_was  tried,  and 
learnedly  argued,  between 
the  oyfter-meters  of  London,  and 


ad. 


the  proprietors  of  oyfter-beds  ia 
the  county  of  Eflex ;  the  oyller* 
meters  claimed  a  fpecific  fum  for 
work  which  they  had  an  exclufive 
righr  of  performing  by  cuflom  and 
immembrial  ufage.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants  it  was  contend- 
ed, that  the  right  infilled  on  wa$ 
abolilhed  by  the  a6ls  of  the  iQth 
and  nth  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  made  Billingfgate  a  free 
market,  and  fettied  the  fees.  The 
jury,  which  was  fpecial,  after  hear- 
ing the  arguments  on  both  fides, 
gave  a  verdi<S  for  the  plaintiffs, 
which  ertablilhed  their  rig4its. 

The  Stamford  waggon  , 
took  fire  at  five  o'clock  in  ^  * 
the  morning,  three  miles  bevond 
Hertford,  by  the  carelefTneis  of 
the  driver,  who  left  the  lantera 
in  the  balket  with  a  candle,  which 
burnt  to  the  focket,  and  nothing 
efcaped  but  a  barrel  of  porter,  and 
the  bottom  and  one  wheel  of  the 
waggon.  The  paflengers  and  wag- 
goner were  much  fcorched  in  at- 
tempting to  throw  off  the  loading, 
which,  on  account  of  the  approach- 
ing fair,  was  of  confiderahle  value, 
and  the  damage  is  ellimated  ac 
above  loool. 

This  morning  at  a  court     ,  , 
of  common-council  held  at  * 

Guildhall,  a  motion  was  made  by- 
Mr.  Deputy  Leaky,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  voted  to 
Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  for 
his  late  very  gallant  aftion  againft 
the  Spaniards;  and  alfo  thac  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prefented 
to  him  in  a  gold  box  of  100 1.  va- 
lue, which  were  both  agreed  to. 

'l"wo  young  women  were  ,  ^ 
taken  out  of  the  New  River  *4  "» 
locked  jrm  in  arm,  with  their 
legs  tied  together,  and  both 
drowned.  It  has  fince  appeared 
they  vvej-e  laml^ou^r-workers,  had 
CQQ  traded 
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contrafled  a  perfeft  friendship  for  during  the  whole  time  of 
each  other  from  children,  and 
Jiad  lived  happily  together  for 
JTome  time,  till  religious  melan- 
choly, as  one  of  their  friends  told 
the  coroner's  jury,  had  hurt  their 
minds. 

J  His    Miijefty    has    been 

'*    gracioufly  pleafed  to  fettle 

penfion  of  four  hundred  pounds 


iCft 


19th, 


l8th. 


a  year  on  Lady  Blackftone,  widow 
of  the  late  Sir  William  Black- 
ilonc. 

This  morning,  about  five 
o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at 
the  houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, at  Charing-Crofs. 
It  began  at  the  eail  end  of  the 
fecond  {lory,  fronting  the  llreet, 
in  a  room  where  the  feivants  kept 
their  liveries,  and  other  clothes; 
two  fervants  lay  in  the  next  room, 
vho  were  roufed  by  the  fire, 
tvhich  broke  in  upon  them,  but 
they  luckily  made  their  efcape, 
though  with  the  lofs  of  all  they 
(had,  From  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  it  was  firil  per- 
ceived, the  fire  raged  furioufly 
till  eight,  when  the  flames  were 
pretty  well  got  under,  but  by  that 
time  had  burnt  from  the  caft  end 
to  the  well,  there  being  no  party 
wall  in  the  whole  range  of  build- 
ing. The  roof  is  deilroyed,  as 
are  alfo  the  firft  and  fecond  fioors, 
^t  the  former  of  which  it  ilopped, 
the  rcoms  on  the  ground  floor  be- 
ing moll  of  them  arched  with 
brick.  The  rooms  in  front,  which 
have  been  deilroyed,  were  all  of 
them  allotted  to  the  ufe  of  the 
principal  officers  of  his  Grace's 
houfehold  ;  fuch  as  the  fecretary, 
mailer  of  horfe,  &c.  How  it  hap- 
pened  is  not  yet  known  ;  his 
Grace  got  out  of  bed  wheh  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  was  prefent 


raging. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  a 
linen-draper's,  oppofite  the 
Pantheon,  in  Oxford- flreet,  which 
con  fumed  the  fame,  and  damaged 
another  houfe.  And  at  night  a 
fire  broke  out  at  a  tin  and  oil  Ihop, 
in  Princes -llreet,  Oxfcrd-llreet, 
oppofite  Swallow  -  flrcet,  which, 
burnt  the  houfe  and  furniture, 
and  deilroyed  the  fleck  in  trade, 
before  it  was  extinguifned.  A 
man  who  lodged  in  the  houfe, 
and  who  had  a  wife  and  three 
children,  came  through  the  flames 
with  a  child  under  each  arm,  and 
returned  to  fave  the  third,  when 
the  flaircafe  floor  fell  in  with  him, 
and  they  were  burnt ;  a  womaa 
jumped  out  of  the  garret  window 
naked,  and  fell  upon  the  lamp-, 
iron,  and  was  fo  terribly  brwifed, 
that  flie  died  next  moxning  in  iha 
Middlefex  Plofpital, 

Mr,  Fullarton,   member         , 
for  Plympton,  and  late  fe-  ' 

crecary  to  Lord  Stormont  in  hi* 
embafiy  to  the  court  of  France, 
complained  t6  the  Floufe  of  iho 
u:-i gentleman -like  behaviour  of  the 
F.ari  of  Shelburne,  who,  he  faid, 
with  all  the  ariftocratic  infblcnce 
that  marks  that  nobleman's  cha« 
radler,-had  in  effefl  »lared  to  fay, 
that  he  and  his  regiment  were  ay 
ready  to  a£l  againll  the  liberties 
of  England,  as  againll  her  ene- 
mie!..-^-This  occaiioned  fome  al.. 
tercaiion  between  thole  who  wero 
the  friends  of  each  party  ;  but  be- 
ing generally  thought  unparlia<» 
mentary,  it  went  at  that  tune  no 
farther. 

'Fhe   followinjj   afls    re-        .a 
•  -    1    ,  r    /:•        V       2 lit, 

Ccived   tee  royal  aflent   by   , 

gommiirum : 

A(X  for  railing   a  certain  fnm 
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(pf  mosey  by  annuities,  and  ellab--  that  Kis  piftols  were  already  load- 

liihing  a  lottery.  ed,    and   oiFired    to   draw    them, 

At\  for  punifhing  mutiny  and  which  was  rejected  by  Lord  Bal- 

(defertion,  and  for  better  payment  carras   and    Col.  Fullerton  ;   upon 

of  thear|ny,  which  Lord  Baicarras  loaded  Col, 

A6t  for  regulating  his  msjefty's  pullerton's    piitols.      Tne  feconds 

jnarine  forces.  having  agreed    that   twelve    paces 

Adt    for    better    fupplying    his  was  a  proper  diftance,  the  parties 

Saajelly's  navy  with  marinert,  &c.  look  their  ground  ;  Col.  Fullerton 

Ad  for  repealing  an  acl  which  delired    Lord    Shelbufne    to    fire, 

prohibits    the    carrying    the   gold  which   his   lordihip  declined,  and 

(oin,  &c.  8lC.  to  Ireland.  Col.  Fullerton  was  ordered  by  the 

Aft    for  paying   and   cloathing  feconds   to    fire.       He    fired,    and 

the  n?ilitia,  mifiVd.     Lord  Shelburne  returned 

Act  for  fecurlng  the  lawful  trade  it,    and     mifl'ed.      Mr.   Fullerton 

to  the  Eart-Indies,  and   to  prevent  then    fired   his  fecond    piftu],   and. 

Briiifh  iubj'-ds  from  trading  under  hit    Lord   Shelburne  in    the  right 

loreign  commiffions,  and  tor  other  groin,  which  his  lordlhip  fignified; 

xegulations  of  trade.  upon   which   every   body  ran    up; 

Ad  to  regulate  county  ele£lions.  the     feconds     interpofed.        Lord 

Aft   for   continuing    the   duties  Frederick     Cavendilh     <  ffered     to 

on   ales,    &c.    brewed  for   faie   in  take    the  pillol    from    Lord   Shel- 

the  town  of  Kelfo,  in  Scotland,  burne  ;  but  his  lordiliip  refufed  to 

And   to  feveral  road,  indolure,  deliver  it    up,   faying,    <    I    have 

and  other  bills.     In  all  42.  not  fired   that    piilol,'     Mr.   Ful- 

^,  ^.''his  morning,  in  confcT  lerton  returned  immediately  to  his 

'    quence   cf  the    altercation  ground,  which  he  had  left  with  a 

?bove    alluded     to,     a    duel     was  view  of  afiiiling  his  lordfliip,  and 


fought  between  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne and  Mr,  Fuilarton^  of 
which  the  following  is  an  authentic 
narrative. 

Lord  Shelburne,  with  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendilli  for  his  fe- 
cond,   and    Mr.   Fullerton,    with 


repeatedly  defired  his  Icrdlhip  to 
fire  at  him.  Lord  bhelburne  faid, 
*  Sure,  Sir,  you  don't  think  I 
would  fire  my  piftol  at  you,'  and 
fired  it  in  the  air.  The  parties 
and  their  feconds  got  together. 
Lord   Balcarras   afked  Lord    Shel- 


Lord    Balcarras    for    his    fecond,  burne  if  he  bad  any  difficulty  in  de- 

^et    at    half  paft    five,  in   Hyde-  daring  he  meant  nothing  perfon4l 

fark,     March  '22,     178^.      Lord  to    Col.    Fullerton.      His  lordfhip 

Balcarras  and  Lord  Frederick  Ca-  replied,  *   You  know  it  has  taken 

vendilli     propofed     both      parties  another    courfe;    this    is   no    time 

fhould     obey    the    feconds.     Lord  for     explanation.'       His    lordiliip 

Shelburne     and     Col.       Fullerton  then  faid  to  Col.  Fullerton,   '  Al- 

walked  together,  while  Lord  Bal-  though  I  am  wountied,  I  am   able 

carras  and  Lord  Fredfrick  Cavcn-  to  go  on,    if  you   feel  any  r:::fcnt- 

dilli   adjuded  all  ceremonials,  and  ment.'       Co).   Fullerton    faid,    he 

fixed  on  piilols  as  the  proper  wea-  hoped    he  was    incapable   of  har- 

pons.      When    they    came    to    the  bouring  fuch   a    fentinient.     Lord 

fci-ound.  Lord  Shelburne  told  iheip,  ^^^^siick  Cavendilli  dcclai-ed,  that- 

fium. 
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from  the  charader  he  had  heard 
©f  Cof.  Fullerton,  he  believed  fo. 
Col.  Fullerton  faid,  •  As  your 
lordfhip  is  wounded,  and  has  fired 
in  the  air,  it  is  impoflible  for  me 
to  go  on.*  Lord  Balcarras  and 
Lord  Frederick  Cavcndifti  imme- 
diately declared  that  the  parties 
kad  ended  the  affair  by  behaving 
us  men  of  the  ftridcft  honour. 

On  hearing  of  the  above  affair, 
tHe  following  meffage  was  feht 
fiom  the  city : 

Guildhall,  London,  March  22. 

•  The  committee  of  common 
council  for  torrefponding  with  the 
committees  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed,  by  the  feveral  counties, 
cities,  and  boroughs  in  this  king- 
dom, anxious  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  valuable  life  of  fo  true  a 
friend  of  the  people,  and  defender 
©f  the  liberties  of  Englifhmen,  as 
the  Earl  of  Shelburr^,  refpeftfully 
enquire  after  his  lordlhip's  fafety, 
kighly  endangered  in  confequence 
of  his  upright  and  fpiriied  conduft 
in  Parliament, 

By  Order  of  the  committee, 
Earlof  Shelburne.       ,Wm.  Rzx.' 
,  This  mcrning  a  feflion  of 

^9^  *  oyer,  terminer,  and  goal 
delivery  for  offences  committed  on 
the  high  feas,  was  held  at  the 
feffions-houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
before  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
Joftice  of  the  Court  of  King's 
JBench,  and  Sir  James  Marriot, 
JCnt.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  when  John  Williams, 
ofScer  of  jnarines,  and  James 
Stdneham,  boatfwain's  mate,  of 
the  Eagle  privateer,  were  put  to 
the  bar.  John  Smith,  firlt  lieu- 
tenant of  the  faid  fliip,  dcpofed, 
that  they  failed  from  Briftol  on  a 
CiuizPf  in  Pegember  lait  j   that. 


being  in  the  captain's  cabin» 
drinking  a  bottle  of  wine,  on 
Chriftmas  -  day,  they  heard  a 
mulket  fired  upon  deck  ;  that 
they  fent  a  "boy  to  enquire  the 
caufe,  who  returned  with  an  un- 
fatisfaftory  anfwer  ;  that  in  a  few 
minutes  they  heard  the  Report  of 
a  fecond  mulket,  which  alarmed 
them  very  much,  and  they  ran. 
upon  deck  all  together  to  fee  what 
was  the  matter  ;  that  they  found 
the^  whole  crew  muftered  upon 
deck,  and  that  they  had  broke 
open  the  chefts,  and  fupplied 
themfelves  with  arms  ;  that  upon 
the  captain  going  up  to  them, 
Williams,  one  of  the  prifoners, 
advanced  with  a  blunderbufs,  and 
fwore,  that  if  he  ventured  a  ftep 
further  than  the  line  he  had  drawn 
acrofs  the  deck,  he  would  blow 
his  brains  out  ;  that  the  captain 
inftantly  knocked  Williams  down, 
upon  which  the  reft  of  the  crew, 
feeing  their  leader  fall,  and  think- 
ing he  had  been  killed,  returned 
to  their  quarters;  and  that  Wil- 
liams and  Sioneham,  the  prifoners 
at  the  bar,  were  inftantly  fecured, 
as  being  fuppofed  to  be  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  mutiny  ;  that  the 
next  day  they  fell  in  with  the 
Brilliant  frigate  of  war,  and  that 
they  put  twelve  more  of  the  rioters 
on  board  that  Ihip  to  ferve  hia 
Majefty,  after  which  they  returned 
without  any  further  moleftation;^ 
peaceable  into  Falmouth. 

Peter  Reddifh  was  then  called, 
whofe  evidence  correfponded  ex-^ 
aftly  with  Smith's  ;  the  captain 
was  called  three  times,,  but  did 
not  think  proper  to  tnake  his  ap- 
pearance, 

The  prifoners  in  their  defence 
called  three  evidenc?s,  the  perfons 
who  ailed    as    linguiit,   furgeoo, 

and 
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ahd  furgeon's  mate,  who  made  it 
appear  that  the  mutiny  in  the  ihip 
did  not  arife  from  fadlious  or  dsf- 
honeft  mouves  in  the  prifoners, 
but  from  an  honeft  deteftation  of 
the  bad  conduft  of  the  captain, 
tvho  it  appeared  h^d  {ailed  with  a 
privateering  commiffion  from  the 
Lotds  of  the  Admiralty,  and  had 
robbed  every  vefTel  of  whatfoever 
ration  that  he  met  with  of  infe- 
rior force ;  they  each  g3ve  an 
afFefting  narrative  of  the  plunder 
of  a  Dutchman,  whom  they  board- 
ed under  American  colours,  and 
ftripped  of  all  the  poor  man,  who 
was  fole  owner  of  the  vefTel,  had 
in  the  world,  though  he  was  in  a 
neutral  bottom,  and  in  a  fair  way 
of  trade  ;  the  poor  Dutchman 
wept  over  his  misfortunes,  but 
did  not  know  that  ihefe  barbarians 
were  Englifhmen.  They  likewife 
gave  an  account  of  the  plunder  of 
a  Danifh  (hip  and  Portuguefe  vef- 
fel  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that 
the  method  they  ufed  on  thefe 
occafions,  was  to  throw  a  tarpaulin 
over  the  head  of  the  fhip,  which 
bore  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  and 
to  call  thencfelves  *  the  Black 
Prince  American  privateer,*  Cap- 
tain Mackenzie,  commander ;  and 
thefe  witnefies  feparately  declared, 
that  the  prifoners  had  often  told 
them  they  would  rather  be  killed 
than  join  the  captain  in  thefe  ini- 
quitous proceedings ;  feveral  other 
very  refpeftable  perfons  appeared 
to  the  charafters  of  the  prifoners, 
but  Lord  Mansfield  refufcd  to  ad- 
mit them,  declaring  that  the  pre- 
fent  trial  did  not  at  all  depend  on 
charafter,  and  his  lordlhip  then 
fummed  up  the  evidence  in  his 
ufual  way  ;  and  the  Jury,  after 
retiring  a  fsw  minutes,  found  the 


prifoners  guilty ;  b^it  it  the  fame 
time  earneftly  recommended  then* 
to  the  King's  mercy. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  the  „  ' 
London  waggon  of  Mr.  ' 
Truman  of  Derby,  was  travelling 
between  Bigglefwade  and  Buck- 
den,  on  the  north  road,  the  can- 
dle in  the  lantern  unfortunately 
caught  the  tilt  of  the  machine, 
and  the  fire  got  to  an  alarming 
height  before  it  was  perceived  by  ' 
the  driver,  who  had  burjuft  time 
^to  difengage  the  horfes,  before  3 
calk  of  fpirituous  liquors  blew  up, 
and  made  a  dreadful  explolion* 
The  lofs  fullained  is  computed  at 
about  2000I. 

*  Canterbury,  March  zg.'  Monday 
laft  Mr.  Tankard,  a  cuHonuhoufe 
officer,  with  nine  or  ten  affiftants, 
came  up  with  a  gang  of  fmugglers, 
at  King's-down  Court-lodge,  neat* 
Dartford,  as  they  were  watering 
their  horfes,  and  took  z8  out  of 
30  horfes,  laden  with  tea,  filk, 
and  lace.—  One  of  the  mailer 
fmugglers  was  taken,  and  a  Duh]-> 
ber  of  the  horfes  wounded. 

Died,  At  Lincoln,  Jame» 
Pigot,  Efq.  aged  96. 

Robert  Macbride,  a  filberman^ 
in  the  Ifland  of  Henies,  aged 
130  years  and  fome  mpnths. 

At  his  feat  near  Derby,  Samuel 
Pickering,  Efq.  aged  104. 

At  Radwinter  in  ElTex,  John 
Fox,  Efq.  aged  97. 

In  Kent-ilreet,  Southwark,  Ma- 
ry Ann  Ryan,  aged  upwards  of 
107. 

Jofeph  Highmore,  Efq.  aged  88, 
formerly  an  eminent  painter. 

Dr.  Ifaac  Schomberg,  a  very 
enaiaent  and  learned  phyficiaa. 
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APRIL*  heat  of  psflioft.    The  learned  judgi 

*  gave  ati   excllent   charge   to    the 

At  the  grand  quarter-  jury,  and  faid,  «<  though  he  al- 
fefiion  of  the  peace,  held  lowed  that  all  the  circumllances 
at.  Guildhall,  a  new  regulation  were  as  favourable  to  (he  prifoner 
-  \t'as  eibblifhod,  by  which  every  as  in  fuch  a  caf?  could  be,  yet  aS 
publican  within  th*  juri(di(flion  of  the  idea  of  honour  was  fo  oftea 
the  city  is  obliged  to  appear  in  mentioned,  he  mull  {ny  and  iti- 
perfon  to  renew  their  licences,  and  form  the  jury,  and  the  auditors^ 
to  enter  into  reeogniz  nces  for  the  that  it  wa'  fiife  honour  in  men  to 
good  order  and  propT  conduct  of  break  ihe  laws  of  God  and  of  theif 
their  refpcflive  houfes.  country  ;   that  going  out  to  fight  i 

Lad  week,  at  the  aflizes  at  King-     duel  was  in  boih  parties  a  delibcj 
fton,  in  Surrey,  the  trials  on  the     rate  refolution  to  commit  murder^ 
Crown    fide   came   on    before    the     and  there  could  be  no  honour  iti 
Hon.   Mr.    Juilice   Gould    and   a     fo  (iivagt  a  cuflom,  which,  how* 
fpecial  jury,  when  Mr.  Donovan     ever  difguifed   in  words,  is    con- 
(^ho  voluntarily  furrendered)  was     trary  to  the  principles   and   hap^ 
tried  for  having  killed  in  a  duel,     pinefs  of  fociety,  and  ought  to  be 
in   November    laft,    Capt.    James     reprobated  in  every  well-regulated 
HanJbn.     It  appeared  by  a  num-     community."     The  jury,  without 
ber  of  refpedtable   witnefTes,   that     g^ing  out  of  court,  acquitted  Mr. 
the  deceafed  was  entirely  in  fault,     Donovan    of    the     murder,    and 
and  had  forced  Mr.  Donovan   to     found  him  guilty  of  man-flaughter' 
meet  him  in  a  field  near  the  Dog     on    the    coroner's   inqueft.      Thd 
and  Duck  ;  it  alfo  appeared,  that    judge  fined  him  lol.  to  the  King^ 
^he   only  ground   of   quarrel    be-     which  being  paid  in  court,  he  was 
tween   the   prifoner    and    the   dc-     immediately  difchavgcd. 
Ceafed    was,    that    Mr.    Donovan         The    feffions    en(|ed     at  «  , 
interfered  between  Capt.  Hanfon     the  Old-Bailey,  when  fen-         '\ 
and  another  perfon,  and  prevented     tence  of  dep.th  was  paffed  on   the 
their  fighting,  on  which  Hanfon     following  convids,  viz*  John  Spar-= 
gave  him  very  abufive  language,     row,   for   affaulting  John    Turned 
and  irtfiiled  '*  that  he  would  make     Harris,    on    Conftitutioii-hill,    irt 
him  fmell  powder."    The  dece:}fed     the  Green-Park,  and  robbing  hini. 
was  wounded  by  a  piftol  bullet  in     of  a  filver  watch,  and  3^.  in  mo- 
the    belly,    and    lived  about    24     ney  ;     Thomas    Williams,     alias 
hours  after.     He  declared  to  two     Charles    Calloway,   lor  aflaulting 
eminent    furgcons    who   attended     Capt.    Jofeph    Richards    on    the 
iim,  and  to  fever?jl  other  perfon?,     highway,  near  Stepney- Caufeway^ 
that  Mr.  Donovan  behaved  during     and   rcbl>ing  him  of  a  gold  watch 
the  action,  and  after  it,  with  the     and  forie  money ;   FrancisThomp- 
greateft    honour,    tendernefs,    and     fon  a'nd  Jamts  Early,  lor  yobbing 
concern;   and  he  particularly  ce.     Jofeph    White  in    Stepney-fields,- 
fired   that   no    profeciuion    (houli     of  one  guinea,  js.  and  fome  half- 
be  cnrricd  on  againll  him,   as  he     pence;   Sufannah  Flood,  for  ftea?- 
hinilelf  was  folely  in  fault,   by  an     ing  three  guineas  and  about  143.- 
•nprovoked  rallinefs  of  temper  and    the  prorterty  of  George  Nafh,  in 
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KIs    dwelling  -  houfe,    in    Wych-  guineas  for    killing   the    greatefl 

ftreet ;     John    Carr,  for    robbing  num.ber  cf  rats  in  one  year,  not 

George  Worthy,  near  Kenfington  being  a  rat-catcher  by  profeffion, 

Gravel-Pits,  of  feme  moneys,  and  viz.  482. 

a  cane  mounted  with  filver;  and         This  day  the  queftion  to        , 

Andrew  Breeme  was  convifted  of  enquire  into  the   right  of 

jfetting  his  houfe  on  fire  in  Glan-  the    corporation    to    become  Go* 

viile-ltreet,  Rathbone-place.     For  vernors  of  the  four  royal  hofpitals, 

the  purpofe  of  determining  a  point  St.  Bartholomew's,  Chrift's,  Bride- 

cf  law,  the  jury  found  a  fpccial  well  and  Bethlem,  and  St.  Tho- 

verdidl,  as  follows:  that  the  pri--  mas's,  came  on  at  Lincoln's-Icn 

foner  wilfully  and  malicionny  fet  Hall  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 

On  fire  and  burnt  the  houfe ;  that  as  vifuor  of  all  the  royal  founda- 

the  fiid  houfe  was  on  leafe  to  the  tions.     The  counfel  for  the  city  of 


prifuner  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  Mr.  Tuppin,  who  was 
ppflelTed  of  it  for  a  term  of-  99 
years  under  Mr.  Bolton.  The 
twelve  judges  will  have  to  de- 
termine whether,  under  thefe  cir» 
cumftances,  the  prifoner  has  or 
»ot  committed  a  f<rlony. 


London  were,  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral, the  Recorder,  Mr.  Maddox, 
and  Mr.  Rofe  ;  for  the  petitioners 
(the  prefident  and  governors  by 
donation)  were,  Mr.  j\'lansfield, 
Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Erikine. 
The  former,  in  a  fpeech  of  an 
hour  and  a.  half,  ftated  the  obj'efta 


One    Read,    a   coachman,    and  of   the    petition   and   the    prayer, 

one   Smith,  a  plaillerer,   llocd  in  and  a  modern  bye-law  .of  the  cor- 

the  pillory,  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  poration  for  fealing  hofpital  leafes 

for  unnatural  praftices;    the  for-  in  the  court  of  common-council  ; 

mer  of  whom  periOiing  before  the  that  in   confequence  of   the  new 

time    expired,   owing    to    the   fe-  refolution    leafes    brought    to   the 

verity  of  the  mob,  the  fame  was  court   of  aldermen,    agreeable  to 

taken   notice  of  in  the   Houfe  of  former    ufage,    were    refufed    the 

Commons.       The    Attomey-Ge-  feal :  after  which,  the  Lord  Chan- 

Keral  was  defired  to  profecute  the  ceilor  intimated  that  a  matter  of 

officer  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  fee  this  importance  required  a  deal  of 

the  fentence  of  the  law  executed,  time,  and  propofed  a  further  day 

and  a  hint  thrown  out  for  a  new  convenient  to  the  court  and  coun- 

Jaw  to  alter  the  mode  of  punilh-  fel  for  a  complete  inveftlgation. 
Mcnt.  Six  malefadors  were  ex-       ^, 

At  a    meeting  of  the  Society  ecuted  at  Tyburn,  purfu-       "■  ' 

for  the  Encouragement  of  Agri-  ant  to  their  fentenccs^,  for  various 

culturein  theEaft-Ridingof  York,  crimes;    John    Franque,  for  rob- 

honorary  premiums  were  adjudged  bing  the  houfe  of  Jeremiah  Brent- 

tp  Chrifcopher  Sykes,  Rt,  Grim-  ham,  Efq.  John  Cormach,  for  rob- 

Iton,  and  Rd.  Carlifle   Broadley,  bing  the  hdufe  of  Mr?.  Crucius  ;> 

Efqrs.   for    planting   the   greatelt  Robert  Hughes,  for  robbing  the 

number  of  larch-trees,  viz.  54,450  houfe   cf  Samuel    Lindfay,    Efq. 

by  the  firil  ;  25,500  by  the  fecpnd;  Robert  Andres  and  Richard  Pal- 

znd  13,700  by  the  third.     At  the  mer,    for    robbing    the    houfe    of 

itAmc  time  a  fervant  received  two  Francis   Lumm»  Efc^.   and   Joha 
«i  Bes)£eli 
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Benfield  and  William  Turley,  for 
Counterfeiting  the  current  coin. 
, '  This  day,  on  a  trial  at 
'4^"'  bar  in  the  Court  of  King's- 
ISench,  the  will  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Kirgfion,  in  faVour  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  Countefs  dowager  of  Briftol, 
was  eftablifhed. 

Sime  day,  Mr.  Serjeant  Davy 
moved  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas 
for  a  rule  to  Ihew  caufe  why  a  de- 
fendant fhould  not  be  difcharged 
upon  a  common  appearance  to  a 
writ  ifTued  in  that  court  for  a  pre- 
tended debt  of  70I.  The  cafe,  as 
laid  before  the  court,  was  fingular. 
The  parties  were  hujband  and 
tivife ;  were  Roman  Catholics; 
were  married  according  to  the 
rules  of  that  church,  and  had 
lived  happy  together  for  eleven 
years,  when  the  wife  went  into 
Northumberland  with  three  fur- 
viving  children  outof  feven,  upon 
an  allowance  of  20I.  a  year. 
During  her  flay  her.  hufband  had 
written  to  her,  and  (he  returned 
at  his  requeft.  They  again  lived 
together  amicably,  till  the  hufband 
meeting  with  a  woman  of  fome 
fortune  who  feemed  to  favour  his 
addrefTes,  he  courted  her  as  a 
fmgle  man.  This  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  ivifet  fhe  put  a 
flop  to  the  match,  which  fo  ex- 
afperated  the  hufband,  that  he 
vowed  revenge ;  caufed  her  to  be 
arrefled  in  her  maiden  name,  and 
fwore  a  debt  againft  her  of  ^ol. 
When  in  the  fpunging-houfe,  an 
attorney  offered  her  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  fign  an  inftrument,  re- 
rouncing  all  claim  to  her  hufoand, 
which  fhe  abfolutely  refufed  ; 
whereupon  flie  was,  by  order  of 
the  attorney,  taken  to  Newgate. 
During  her  confinement,  the  offer 
was  made  a  fccond  lime,  and  re- 


fufed ;  the  attorney  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  her  to  a  compliance^ 
by  telling  her,  that  a  particular 
friend  advifed  her  to  fettle  the 
difference  by  a  general  lennn- 
ciation  of  the  titleof  a  wife.  But 
even  this  fubterfuge  had  not  thei 
effed  ;  fhe  was  in  Newgate  li 
days,  and  the  fingular  cruelty  of 
the  affair  being  reprefehted  to  a 
captain  with  whom  the  hufband 
lived,  he  generoiifly  direfted  am 
attorney  to  bail  the  aftion,  and 
apply  to  the  court  for  redrefs. 
Serjearlt  Davy  having  commented 
upon  this  tranfaftion,  faid  ht 
fhould  fuper-add  a  claufe  to  thft 
rule,  for  the  purpofe  of  punilhlng 
the  attorney  for  proflituting  the 
pfocefs  of  the  court  to  fo-fliameful 
a  defign,  evidently  calculated  to 
impofe  upon  an  innocent  family, 
and  therefore  he  moved  alfo,  that 
the  parties  fhould  ahfwer.-i— Thd 
court  feemed  flruck  at  the  relation, 
and  faid,  that  whether  it  was  ia 
point  of  law  criminal  or  not,  the 
attorney  had  a£led  very  uncon- 
fcientioufly,  and  it  would  be  rigkt 
to  call  upon  him,  and,  if  poffible^ 
to  punifh  him  ;  they  therefore^ 
granted  the  rule  as  prayed  for. 

A  motion  was  made  in  , 
theCourtofKing's-Bench,  ^°^"* 
by  the  Solicitor-General,  for  an 
attachment  ^^infl  the  Under- 
Sheriff  of  Sa^ey,  for  negleft  of 
his  duty,  in  not  preventing  the 
death  of  the  toan  who  flood  in  the 
pjllory  at  St.  Margaret's-HIll, 
Affidavits  were  read,  flating  the 
fa£l  of  the  man^s  death,  and  how 
it  happened,  but  no  charge  againfl 
the  Under-Sherift",  that  it  hap- 
pened through  his  negleil.  Mr. 
Dunning  faid  he  was  inliruifled  to 
defend  the  Under-Sheriff  in  the 
firft  inftancej   and  faid,   that  fo 

fit 
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far  from  there  being  any  crimina- 
lity in  the  under  flierifF>  he  was 
inftrudled  to  fay*  that  inftead  of 
the  ordinary  afliltance  of  conftables 
from  live  pariftxes,  he  had  collefted 
thofe  of  eleven  parifties,  and  taken 
every  other  means  to  prevent  mif- 
chief.  The  court  were  for  refufing 
the  application,  as  containing  no 
charge;  but  at  laft  granted  the 
rule  to  (hew  caufe,  10  give  the 
under  Sheriff  an  opportunity  of 
having  his  charadcr  perfeftly 
cleared. 

,  ,  The  under  (heriff  of  Suf- 

*  rcy  (hewed  caufe  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  again-ft 
the  rule  prayed  for  by  the  attorney 
general,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  the  man  on  the  pillory,  when 
he  made  it  appear  that  the  faft 
did  not  originate  from  any  negleft 
of  duty,  and  the  rule  was  diC- 
charged. 

Mr.  Juftice  Wilmot,  profecuted 
to  conviftion  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, for  imprifoning  a  fellowfliip- 
porter  under  the  late  ad  for  im- 
preffing  men  for  his  majelly's  fer- 
vice,  furrendered  himfelf  at  the 
bar  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
in  order  to  receive  fentence.  He 
was  fined  100 1,  and  his  attorney 
undertaking  to  be  anfwerable  for 
that  fum,  he  was  immediately  dif- 
charged. 

„  ,  Mr.  Dunning  moved  the 

^*^"'  Court  of  King's  Bench  for 
a  rule,  to  (hew  caufe  why  an  in- 
formation (hould  not  be  filed  againft 
the  Rev.  Henry  Bate,  for  an  infa- 
mous libel  on  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, charging  him  with  high- 
treafon.  Mr.  Dunning  produced 
two  affidavits  in  fupport  of  his 
motion,  which  proved  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bate  to  be  the  editor,  and 
oneof  the  proprietors  of  the  Morn- 
VoL.  XXIII. 


ing-Poft ;  that  he  is,  and  has  been 
for  years  paft,  the  direftor  of  al4 
matters  to  be  printed  in  the  faid 
paper,  and  that  he  revifes  the  fe- 
veral  proof  papers  before  they  ar« 
publKhed,  and  is  allowed  by  the 
reft  of  the  proprietors  a  weekly 
fum  for  fo  doing.  That  he  with 
his  own  hand  gave  the  queries  to 
the  printer  of  the  paper  on  the  23d 
or  24th  of  February,  and  told 
him  •  there  is  the  copy  for  to-Tnor- 
row,'  or  words  to  that  effeft,  by 
which  the  printer  underftood  he 
was  to  print  it,  and  that  he  did 
print  it  accordingly  in  the  Morn- 
ing-Poft  on  February  the  25eii 
inftant. 

The  court  granted  the  rule,  and 
expreifed  their  indignation  at  the 
heinoufnefs  of  the  offence,  at  the 
fame  time  palling  high  encomiums 
on  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  af- 
ferting  their  firm  belief  of  the  falfe- 
hood  of  the  charges. 

Some  of  the  moft  exceptionable 
queries,  are  the  following  1 


*  To  the  Duke  of  R. 


*  Whether  a  man  who  at  all 
times  has  endeavoured  to  deceive 
his  country,  and  furnifh  an  avow- 
ed enemy  v/ith  intelligence  of  the 
firft  importance,  is  not  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  deferving  of  the 
moll  condign  punifhment? 

'  Whether,  if  the  minifter  had 
taken  your  advice,  you  did  not 
mean  to  give  the  intelligence  to 
your  bofom  friend  the  Duke 
d'AJguillon  ? 

*  Whether  you  did  not  furnifh 
the  Court  of  France  with  plans  of 
the  wcakcll  and  moft  defencelefs 
parts  of  this  ifland,  molt  liable  to 
invafion,  and  moft  contiguous  to 
their  own  coafts  and  harbours  ?* 


m 


lyh 


4iol       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1780. 


l^iji  of  tht  Capital  Coti'viils  con- 
demned during  Lent  AJJixes. 

At  Northampton  thr«e,  (two  of 
whom  were  for  murder) — one  re- 
prieved. 

At  Reading  one— leprieved. 

At  Winchefter  ten,  one  for  mur- 
der—five reprieved. 

AtSalifljury  five — all  reprieved. 

At  Stafford  four— two  reprieved. 

At  Aylefbury  five,  one  for  mur- 
der—four reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford  fix two  re- 
prieved. 

At  York  three. 

At  Cambridge  two— one  for 
xnurder. 

At  Bedford  four— ^-three  re- 
prieved. 

At  Maidflone,  John  Knight,  for 
affifting  fome  fmugglers  in  (hoot- 
ing two  dragoons  at  Whitftable, 
near  Canterbury,  the  26th  ult. 
was  found  guilty,  and  executed 
accordingly. 

At  Eaft  Grinftead  (for  Suffex) 
©ne,  for  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
executed  accordingly. 

James  Burnet,  indidled  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Thomas  Hewitt, 
gamekeeper  te  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Richmond,  at  Goodwood-park, 
in  December  laft,  was  found  guil- 
ty of  manflaughter,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  in  the  hand,  and  ira- 
prifoned  twdve  months  in  Horftiam 
jail. 

At  Lincoln. two. 

Leghorn,  April  6.  Letters  from 
Conltantinople,  dated  March  3, 
mention  an  earthquake  at  Tauris, 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Ader- 
bigan,  in  Perfia,  which  has  been 
more  fatal  than  that  which  happen- 
ed in  1651.  If  we  are  to  credit 
thefe  firlt  accounts,  this  town, 
Vvhjch  contained   15,000  fcoufes. 


and  many  magazines  of  commerce, 
exhibits  nothing  but  a  parcel  of 
ruins.  Many  citizens,  they  add, 
are  deltroyed  by  this  difafter. 

Died,  at  St.  Juft,  Cornwall, 
Maurice  Bengham,  a  fifherman, 
aged  116. 

At  Tbatcham,  James  Walford, 
aged  104. 

At  York,  Thomas  Hume,  Efq; 
aged  115. 

In  St.  Martin's  Workhoufe, 
Jane  Petit,  aged  113, 

At  Margate,  Mrs.  Stokes,  aged 

100. 

At  Narrowfield,  Berks,  Tho, 
Carter,  aged  108. 

At  Market  Harborough,  Rev. 
Rich.  Parry,  D.  D.  well  known 
by  many  learned  publications. 

At  Knightfbridge,  John  Nourfe, 
Efq;  many  years  bookfeller  to  his 
majefty.  He  was  himfelf  a  man 
of  fcience,  particularly  in  the  ma- 
thematical line  ;  in  which  depart- 
ment a  great  number  of  valuable 
publications  have  been  by  him  ia- 
troduced  to  the  world. 


MAY. 

A  very  intereftlng  queflion  , 
was  argued  and  determined  in  ^  * 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  where- 
in the  inhabitants  of  Richmond 
and  the  city  of  London  were  par- 
ticularly concerned,  the  former 
claiming  the  property  of  the  foil 
of  the  river  Thames,  fo  far  as 
their  jurifdiflion  reaches,  down  to 
low-water  mark,  had  caufed  the 
works  now  carrying  on  by  the  lat- 
ter, under  the  authority  of  an  aft 
of  parliament,  to  be  obllrufted, 
on  which  the  city  had  commenced 
a  profecution  againfi:  the  perfons 
employed  in  that  fervice,  and  had 
obtained 
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blitained  a  vcrdi<9t  againft  them  at 
the  laft  Surry  affixes ;  but  the 
fcounfel  on  the  oppofite  fide  ftiU 
infilling  on  their  right  to  the  foil, 
the  cafe  came  to  be  argued  on  that 
particular  point;  and  after  many 
learned  arguments,  in  which  the 
matter  feemed  to  receive  a  full 
inveiligation.  Lord  Mansfield  and 
the  other  judges  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  river  being 
a  public  navigable  river,  the  in- 
habitants could  have  no  particular 
intereft  in  any  part  of  its  foiK 
The  decifion  therefore  of  this  caufe 
entirely  removes  the  general  idea> 
that  owners  of  the  adjoining  lands 
have  property  in  the  foil  of  navi- 
gable rivers  as  far  as  low-watel* 
mark. 

A  refpite,  til!  further  fig- 
nification  of  his  majefty's 
pleafure,  was  fent  to  the  Marfhal 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
for  John  Williams  and  James 
Stoneham,  convifts  in  Newgate, 
for  mutitjy.  They  were  to  have 
been  executed  this  day.-^—This  re- 
fpite was  in  confequence  of  no- 
tice taken  of  the  cafe  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  The  captain,  it 
feems,  had  been  concerned  in  fome 
illicit  praftices,  and  they  had  re- 
fitted going  into  port  for  fear  of 
being  prefTed. 

This  day  the  royal  affent  was 
given  to  42  public  and  private 
bills  by  comniiffion.  Among  the 
former  were  the  following  : 

A  bill  for  feveral  additional  du- 
ties upon  wines  and  vinegar. 

— —  for  feveral  additional  du- 
ties on  advertifements,  and  receipts 
for  legacies. 

'  ■  ■  •  to  proteft  goods,  &:c.  of 
the  growth  of  the  iflands  of  Grena- 
da and  the  Grenadines,  on  board 


rieutral   vefFels  bound   to  neutral 
jjortSj  during  the  prefent  hoftili- 

ties. 

— *—  for  allowing  a  bountji^oa 
the  exportation  of  Britifh  corn  and 
grain  in  ihips  of  any  kingdom  id 
amity  with  his  majefty, 

A  petition  has  been  lately  ^  ^ 
prftfented  to  his  majelly,  from  • 
Calcutta*  figned  by  600  Whitesj 
and  a  great  number  of  Gentoos, 
ftating,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the 
various  hardfhips  the  inhabitants 
have  fujffered  fince  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Englilh  laws  among^ 
them. 

This  morning  two  perfons,  . 
one  a  tradefman  and  the  other  "  '^ 
a  ftieriff's  officer,  were  brought 
before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
to  receive  fentence  for  having  fome 
time  ago  arrefted  one  of  the  do- 
mellits  belonging  to  his  Excel- 
lency Count  de  Welderen ;  Mr* 
Juftice  Willes,  in  a  Ihort  fpeech^ 
explained  the  nature  of  the  offence* 
obfervingj  at  the  fame  time,  how 
neceffary  it  was  ftriftly  to  adhere 
to  rhe  laws  of  nations :  that  the 
perfons  now  before  thera,  had  beea 
guilty  of  a  very  high  offence 
againfi  thofe  laws,  and  which  call- 
ed loudly  for  an  exemplary  punifh- 
ment;  the  judgment  therefore  of 
the  court  was,  that  the  two  perfont 
be  immediately  taken  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  marfhal  of  this 
court*  and  be  by  him  conduced 
this  day,  at  any  hour  that  may  be 
appointed,  to  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Count  de  Welderen,  with  a  la- 
bel faftened  to  each  of  their  breafts, 
denoting  their  offence,  and  that 
they  do  then  and  there  alk  pardoa 
of  his  excellency  for  the  crime  by- 
them  committed.  The  tradefmaa 
to  be  afterwards   imprifoned    for 
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three  months,  and  the  fherifF's 
cificer  to  pay  a  fine  of  30I.  and  be 
committed  till  he  pay  the  fame. 

.  This  day  the  following 

^  *  decifion  was  made  refpeft- 
ing  bankrupts,  by  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield,  which  being  materially 
neceffary  to  be  known  to  the  prac- 
tifers  in  the  law,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  have  concerns  in 
bankruptcy,  we  here  give  it  to  the 
public.  Mr.  Ifaac,  .the  plaintiff, 
brought  his  aftion  againft  Mr. 
Harrifon,  the  Sheriff  of  Suffex,  for 
having  returned  a  warrant,  '  Non 
ejl  inventus,'  in  an  aftion,  Ifaac 
againft  Henwood,  when  in  faft 
the  defendant  Henwood  had  been 
arrefted,  but  the  oiEcer  had  thought 
proper  not  to  hold  his  prifoner  on 
his  having  ben  found  a  bankrupt, 
and  on  his  producing  a  fummons 
from  the  commiffioners  of  bank- 
ruptcy, which  he  confidered  as  a 
protedion  from  arrefts  before  the 
day  fixed  for  his  final  furrender, 
which  the  fherifF  on  the  above 
trial  made  the  ground  of  his  de- 
fence. The  fhcriff  produced  Mr. 
Wells,  the  meffenger,  to  prove 
the  bankruptcy,  and  that  Hen- 
wcod  was  in  cuilody,  fubfequent 
to  the  fervice  of  the  commiffioners' 
fummons.  l<ord  Mansfield  de- 
clared, that  a  commiffion  of  bank- 
ruptcy could  not  prevent  the  bank- 
rupt from  arreft  any  farther  than ' 
at  the  actual  time  of  the  bankrupt's 
going  to,  flaying  with,  and  com- 
ing from  thte  commiffioners,  and 
direfted  the  jury  to  find  a  verdidl 
for  the  plaintiff  with  full  cofts  of 
fuit,  which  they  did  accordingly. 
Mr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  the  foli- 
cvtor-general  for  the  defendant. 

,  The  fefTions  at  the  Old 

''^         Bailey,   which    began    the 


preceding  Wednefday,  ended, 
when  four  convifts  received  fen- 
tence  of  death  ;  James  Purfe,  for  a 
rape  on  the  perfon  of  Eliz.  Mid- 
winter; Wm.  Edwards,  for  rob- 
bing Wra,  Randall  on  the  high- 
way, and  brutally  cutting  off  two 
of  his  fingers;  Jofeph  Biley,  for 
ftealing  a  cow ;  and  Tho.  Hum- 
phrys,  for  robbing  Wm.  Biliany, 
on  the  highway  near  Pancras.  At 
this  feffions  Albert  Lowe  was  tried 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
found  guilty  of  manflaughter ;  to 
whom  the  judge  made  a  very  mov- 
ing fpeech,  addreffed  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  criminal,  who  had  been 
guilty,  he  faid,  of  the  mofl  ag- 
gravated inftance  of  manflaughter 
he  had  ever  remembered  to  come 
before  any  court.'  He  did  not  ar- 
raign the  jury  for  their  verdidl, 
but  he  fentenced  the  prifoner  to 
12  months  imprifonment  in  New- 
gate, which  doubles  the  ufual  pu- 
nifhment. 

A  man,  who  had  been  , 
taken  at  an  E  O  table  in  '9^^' 
Guilford,  and  a  pettifogger  in  the 
law,  were  brought  before  Alder- 
man Wooldridge  at  Guildhall,  on 
warrants  granted  in  confequence 
of  bills  of  indiftment  being  found 
againft  them  the  lafl  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  an  alarming  in- 
flance  of  villainy.  The  former 
was  charged  with  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury,  committed  by  afiida- 
vit  fworn  to  a  debt  of  1 100 1.  be- 
ing due  to  him  from  a  wine  mer- 
chant at  the  weft  end  of  the  town, 
whom  he  had  never  feen  or  dealt 
with  in  any  refped;  and  the  other 
was  accufed  with  ading  as  a  willing 
agent,  in  the  character  of  an  at- 
torney,  and  ifTuing  the  writ,  not 
in  his  own  name,  but  that  of  anQ? 
ther  man.      The   wine-merchant 
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related  the  following  particulars: 
viz.  As  a  member  of  a  fociety  for 
the  prevention  and  punifhment  of 
frauds,  he  Fiad  been  very  aftive  to 
counteradl  a  plot  formed  to  fwin- 
dle  a.  French  gentleman  out  of  a 
large  fum  of  money,  which  did 
not  fucceed  ;  the  parties  who  mif- 
carried  in  this  fcheme  vowed  re- 
venge, and  the  firft  ftep  they  took 
was  to  endeavour  to  delhoy  the  re- 
putation of  the  wine  merchant  by 
an  information  at  the  Board  of 
Excife,  for  defrauding  the  reve- 
nue to  a  confiderable  amount; 
but  the  commiffioners  faw  through 
the  iniquity  of  the  bufinefs,  and 
ftopt  the  profecution.  Soon  after 
which,  they  put  the  iniquitous 
fcheme  in  execution,  the  fwearing 
the  above  falfe  debt.  They  were 
committed  for  trial,  and  the  fo- 
ciety are  to  profecute,  that  the  ex- 
pence  may  not  fall  upon  an  in- 
jured individual. 

,  This    day    the   revived 

^  *  caufe  (on  a  motion  for  a 
rew  trial  laft  term)  between  a 
Jew  dealer  in  lace,  plaintiiF,  and 
two  Marflialmen,  Payne  and  Gates , 
defendants,  came  on  before  c!ie 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  at  Guildhall. 
The  only  queftion  was,  whether 
(he  defendants  were  juftified  in 
apprehending  the  plaintiff  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  which,  on  ex- 
amination before  a  magiilrate,  was 
difmifled  ?  Lord  Mansfield,  in  a 
very  clear  and  full  manner,  laid 
down  the  law  as  lately  fettled  :  his 
lordftiip  faid,  that  on  the  former 
trial  he  had  adhered  to  the  doArine 
of  many  old  books,  and  confider- 
ed  it  neceffary  for  the  juftification 
of  a  peace  officer,  that  a  felony 
fliould  be  committed  to  warrant 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  fuppofed  fe- 
lon ;  but   upon  the  motion  for  a 


new  trial,  other  authorities  inclin. 
ing  to  a  different  opinion  were 
quoted,  and  upon  folemn  delibera* 
tioR  of  the  bench,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  was  not  abfolutely  requi- 
fite  a  felony  fhould  be  committed. 
His  lordlhip  adverted  to  the  dan^ 
ger  and  inconvenience  of  a  con- 
ftable  being  liable  to  adlions,  if 
the  charge  ihould  turn  out  to  be 
groundlefs  j  and  fhewed  alfo  how 
the  public  would  be  affefted,  pro- 
vided a  peace  officer  had  no  autho- 
rity to  fecure  a  man  fufpefled  of 
felony,  and  of  whom  he  was  re- 
quired, at  his  peril,  to  lay  hold  as 
a  thief.  A  conftable's  duty  wa« 
not  to  enquire,  but  to  bring  the 
offender,  or  fuppofed  criminal,  be- 
fore a  magi  Urate  for  him  to  ex- 
amine. If  the  charge  was  defec- 
tive, or  malicious,  the  party  had 
a  remedy  again  ft  the  perfon  who 
employed  the  officer.  At  the  fame 
time  the  condu6l  of  the  cohftable 
fhould  be  pure  and  incorrupt ;  he 
fhould  know  of  no  preconcerted 
plan  of  oppreffion  ;  it  fhould  be 
•  bona  fide '  fair,  honeft,  and  regu- 
lar in  every  degree.  The  jury 
were  to  review  the  behaviour  of 
the  marflialmen,  and  if  there  ap- 
peared any  thing  like  a  job  in  it, 
they  had  exceeded  the  line  of  their 

authority,  and  were  refponfible 

No  fuch  kind  of  condud  had  been 
imputed  to  them  ;  there  was  no 
proof,  nor  any  colour  of  evidence 
to  charge  them  with  improper  mo- 
tives ;  however,  if  the  jury  thought 
theyadled  in  the  fmalleft  degree  from 
combination,  and  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  falfuy  of  the  faft,  they 
would  give  damages,  otherwife  find 
for  them,  which  the  jury  did,  and 
gave  only  lol.  againft  the  princi- 
pal who  made  the  charge. 
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fith         '^^^^  ^"^^  '^^  ^^^^^  affent, 
*  hy  virtue  of  a  conjjiiiffion 


from  his  majelty,  was  given  to 
the  malt  bill,  ihe  recruiting  bill, 
the  Plymouth  dock  bill,  and  fe- 
veral  other  public  and  private 
i>ills. 

Yefterday  the   fuit  brought  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,   Minifter  of 
St.    James,    Clerkenwcll,    againft 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Haweis,  Redlor  of 
Aldwinkle,  in  Ncrtharaptonlhire, 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon,  for 
reading  prayers,  and  preaching  in 
the  Pantheon  Chapel,  in  Qlerken- 
well,  commonly  called  Northamp- 
ton   Chapel,    or   Lady    Hunting-- 
don's  Chapel,  was  determined  in 
favour    of    Mr.    Sellon.     Several 
depofitions  were  read,  proving,  on 
one  fide,  that  the  chapel    was   a 
very  large  buildiog,   fufficient  to 
hold  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fand  perfons  ;  that  fifteen  hundred, 
or  two  thoufand,  often  reforted  to 
it ;   that  it  had  doors  open  to  the 
ftreet ;   that   tickets   fpr  adraiffion 
to  it,  had  been  purchafed  of  the 
Rev.   Mr.  Taylor:   and  that  Mr. 
Sellon   was    greatly  injured  by  it 
in  the  profits  of  his  living.     On 
the  other  fide-;-That  the  Countefs 
of  Huntingdon  had  taken  a  leafc 
of  the  houfe  and    premifes ;  that 
the  chapel  was  her  family  chapel^ 
and  that  Mr.  Haweis  was  chaplain 
to  her  lady  ihip,  and  officiated  in  the 
faid  chapel  only  in  that  capacity, 
A  depofition  given   by  the  Rev. 
}Ar.  Taylor,  was  read,  dpc|aring, 
that  he  n^ver  fold  any  tickets,  for 
admiffitfti  into  the  chapel,  but  that 
when  any  perfons  fubfcribed  any 
fum  for  the  chapel,  \ie  gave  them 
tickets    for    ad,jiilfion,    gratis.— 
The  right  of  peevs,  and' their  chap- 
laics,    with    rcfped  to   the  point 


in  qaeftion,  was  fully  argued  ;  and 
the  judge,  after  haying  entered 
into  the  full  merits  of  the  cafe, 
and  pointed  out  the  rule  of  right, 
with  great  precifion,  pafTed  fent 
tence  upon  Mr.  Haweis^  admo- 
nifhing  him  for  his  fault,  forbid- 
ding him  to  preach  in  the  parifh 
of  plerkenwell  for  the  future,  an^ 
condemning  him  to  paycofts. 

The  grofs  produce  of  the  toU$ 
at  Black-friars-bridge,  from  Mi-: 
chaelmas,  1775,  ^°  Michaelmas, 
1779,  amounts  to  26,3671.  13  s. 
6d.i.  The  lofs  upon  bad  gold, 
filver,  and  copper,  amounts  to 
2058I.  12s.  3d.  And  the  fahries 
to  tollmen  and  watchmeq,  and 
other  incidental  expences  in  that 
fpace,  amount  to  no  lefs  thai> 
3,8i5l.   }6s.  jd. 

Dit0,  at  Hanllet,  near  Leeds, 
J0ihua  Simpfon,  Efq;  aged  104. 

At  Wefthill  Farm  in  Hamp- 
ihire,  Mr.  Thomas  Dickens,  aged 
105.  His  wife  died  laft  year  a^ed 
98. 

At  Mori  lake,  Mrs.  Bullock^ 
aged  loi. 

Robert  "Walfingham,  Efq;  aged 

99' 
^Sir  Antimony   Buchananj^   Bart. 

aged  96. 


JUNE, 

This  day  Mr.  Lee  moved  n 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
at  the  inftance  of  Edmund 
Burke,  Efq;  for  a  rule,  oblig- 
ing the  reputed  editor  of  a 
morning  paper  to  fhew  caufe, 
why  an  information  fhpuld  not  be 
filed  againfl  him,  for  having  f«f- 
fered  to  be  publifhed  in  the  paper 
alluded  to,  a  paragraph  on  the  13th 
of  April  iaft,  ^nd  another  para- 
•'      '"' '    g^ap^ 
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graph  on  the  14th  of  the  fame 
month,  each  grofsly  reflefting  on 
Mr.  Burke,  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
refpefting  the  unfortunate  wretch 
who  loft  his  life  in  the  pillory,  at 
St.  Margaret's  Hill,  Southwark, 
on  Tiiefday  the  nth  of  April, 
The  rule  was  granted. 
J         The   report  was  made   to 

*  his  majefty  of  the  convifts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New- 
gate, who  were  convifled  in  April 
feffion,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Thurfday 
next,  viz.  James  Early,  John 
Carr,  and  John  Sparrow. 

The  following  were  refpited 
during  his  majefty's  pleafure: 
Thomas  Williams,  alias  Charles 
Calloway,  Francis  Thompfon,  and 
Sufannah  Flood. 

This  day  the  petition  of  the 
Proteftant  Aflbciation  was  prefent- 
ed  to  parliament ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing the  dreadful  riots  and  confla- 
'  grations  commenced,  which  con- 
tinued, without  intermiflion,  to 
the  8th.  See  a  particular  account 
in  the  Appendix. 

g  ,  A  few  days  ago  was  de- 
tided  a  matter  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  which  had  been 
referred  from  the  affizes  held  in 
March  lafl:  in  Maidftone,  as  a 
point  of  law  to  the  confideration 
of  the  judges.  It  was  refpeding 
the  horfes  employed  on  a  contradl 
with  the  Hon.  Board  of  Ordnance 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
tillery, whether  from  the  ftipulat- 
ed  condition  of  that  contraft, 
which  is,  that  the  horfes,  conduc- 
tors, and  drivers  fo  employed, 
while  in  aftual  fervice,  fhall  be 
received  by  the  inn-keepers  by 
billet  upon  their  march  or  duty, 
and  accommodated  with  quarters 
^i  mi<X  after  the  rate  of  dragoons 


and  their  horfes  j  the  Mutiny  Aft, 
as  it  ttands,  has  made  ample  pro- 
vifion  for  fuch  horfes,  &c.  to  be 
quartered  upon  the  public:  when, 
after  a  thorough  difcuffion  of  the 
contraft,  and  the  principles  upoa 
which  it  is  framed,  the  judges 
were  pleafed  to  declare,  that  the 
horfes,  &c.  while  employed  upoa 
the  public  fervice,  are  fubjeft  to 
the  regulations  and  accommoda- 
tions in  general  with  the  army, 
and  comprehended  in  the  78th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  18th 
feilion  of  the  articles  of  war, 

A  meflage  was  fent  from  g  , 
his  majefty  to  each  of  the  1 2 
judges,  offering  them  the  protec- 
tion of  the  military  ;  to  which 
j  udge  Gould  returned  the  following 
anfwer  :  "  That  he  had  grown  old 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  laws ;  that  he  was  perfuaded, 
however  fome  perfons  might  bft 
mifled,  the  people  in  general 
loved  and  refpefted  the  laws  ; 
and  fo  great  was  his  own  attach- 
ment to  them,  that  he  would  ra- 
ther die  under  thofe,  than  live 
under  the  proteftion  of  any  other 
laws." 

The  Earl  of  Surry  and  , 
Sir  Thomas  Gafcoigne  read  ^  * 
their  recantation  from  the  errors 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  before 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
laft  Sunday,  and  received  the  fa- 
crament  j  and  have  taken  the  oaths 
before  Mr.  Baron  Hotham.  His 
lordlhip  is  candidate  for  Carlifle, 
and  Sir  Thomas  for  Beverley,  ia 
Yorkfhire. 

This  day  judgment  was         , 
moved  for  in  the  Court  of  * 

King's  Bench  againft  the  perfon 
concerned  in  obftrufting  the  work- 
men employed  by  the  city  of 
London  in  making  a  horfe  towing 
path  at  Richmond,     §on>c  objcc- 

[Q]  4  tions 
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tions  ivere  made  in  point  of  law  to 
the  indiftment,  and  over-ruled  by 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  , 
court,  which  fet  the  right  of  the 
corporation  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  in  the  cleared 
light;  for  the  court  faid,  that  the 
city  was  authorized  by  aft  of  par- 
liament to  complete  the  naviga- 
tion by  all  ways  and  means  in 
their  difcretion  ;  but  as 'the  city 
of  London  meant  merely  to  efta- 
blifli  their  right,  and  not  to  infift 
pn  exemplary  punilliment,  a  nomi- 
nal fine  only  was  inflided  of  6s.  8  d. 

V  Dr.  John   Parfons    was, 

-'  *  in  full  convocation,  unani- 
mouily  ele<i^ed  Clinical  Proieflbr 
to  the  RadclifFe  Infirmary  at  Ox- 
ford. At  the  fame  time,  was 
read  a  letter  from  Sir  P-oger  New- 
(digate,  dated  the  firlt  inilant,  lig- 
nifying  his  intention  of  declining 
to  be  the  reprefentative  of  that 
learned  body,  at  the  end  of  the 
prefent  parliament. 

The  Clinical  Profeflbrftiip  in 
that  Univerfity,  was  founded  by 
the  late  Chancellor,  tiie  Earl  of 
Jjitchfield,  for  which  purpofe  that 
nobleman  devlfed  his  houfe  and 
furniture  in  HiU-ftreet,  Berkeley- 
fquare,  to  \)e  djfpofed  of  after  the 
death  of  the  late  Countefs  Dow- 
ager of  Litchfield  ;  the  fame  was 
lately  fold,  atid  produced  4256 1. 
8  s.  2  d.  clear  of  all  deductions  ; 
this  fum,  veiled  in  the  three  per 
cent,  confol.  pnrchafed  7079  1.  8  s. 
4d.  ftock,  the  interell  whereof 
^mounts  annually  to  ^I2l.   }08. 

,  This    day    their    Royal 

^^  Iligbneffes  the  Dukes  of 
Gloucel^er  and  (Cumberland  went 
to  court,  for  the  iirlt  time  fxnce 
their  rcfpeclive  rjarriage?, 

This  day  the  foreign  minifters, 
fefident  ^t  jhp  Coijrc  of  London, 


had  private  audiences  refpeftively 
of  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  in  confequence 
of  his  late  reconciliation  at  court. 
At  the  fame  time  moft  of  the  no., 
bility  and  perfons  of  diftinftion  in 
town  attended  to  pay  their  com- 
pliments on  this  occafion. 

Came  on  in  the  Court  of  j 
King's  Bench,  Weftmin-  ^*°* 
fter,  before  Mr.  Juftice  Buller 
and  a  Special  Jury,  the  trial  be., 
tween  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate,  as  editor  of  a 
morning  paper,  on  an  information 
filed  again  ft  the  latter,  for  being 
acceflary  to  the  publication  of 
certain  queries  addreffed  to  his 
grace  in  that  paper  of  the  25th  of 
Feb.  laft,  The  evidence  adduced 
in  favour  of  the  profecution  were 
the  printer  of  the  faid  paper  (who 
was  firft  profecuted  for  the  faid 
offence)  and  the  publifher  of  it. 
The  former  fwore  that  the  author 
of  the  queries  was  a  perfon  of  Ply- 
mouth, whofe  hand-writing  he 
wel}  knew  ;  but  that  he  verily  be- 
lieved he  received  the  fame  through 
the  hands  of  the  editor.  The 
publifher  fpoke  only  to  his  xe- 
ceiving  that  letter  by  the  poll, 
from  his  friend  at  Plymouth,  and 
finding  it  was  for  the  faid  morn- 
ing paper,  he  laid  it  upon  th? 
defk,  but  never  fayv  it  afterwards. 
The  judge  havitig  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  and  left  it  with  the  jury 
to  determine  what  weight  the 
printer's  evidence-  ought  to  have 
with  them,  circumflanced  as  he 
vyas,  they  withdrew  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  return-y 
ing  into  court,  they  found  a  ver- 
dift  againfl:  the  defendant. 

On  Thurfday  the  city  re-       ,  . 
membrancer  waited  on  Mr.  ' 

Juftice    Gould    at    his   houfe    in 
'  Lincoln'sie 
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Lincoln's  -  inn  -  fields,  with  the 
thanks  of  the  common  council, 
when  we  hear  the  learned  Judge 
declined  accepting  the  freedom, 
which  was  voted  him  in  a  gold 
box. 

,        On    Saturday    a    caufe 
'  ^9'"'  was  tried  in  the  Court  of 
Common    Pleas   in   London,    be- 
fore Lord  Loughborough,    and  a 
fpecial     jury    of    merchants,    in 
which  Samuel  Lloyd,  an  eminent 
tea  -  dealer,    was    plaintiff,     and 
Thomas   Cooper,   a  furveyor-ge- 
neral    of   the    excife,    defendant. 
The  aflion  was  for  fcandalous  and 
defamatory  words  fpoken  by  the 
defendant    of    the    plaintiff,    by 
means  of  which  the  plaintiff  was 
injured  in  his  charafter  and  credit, 
and  many  perfons  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  him, 
refufed  to  do  fo  any  longer.     The 
cafe  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
was  moft  clearly  ettablifhed,  and 
the  learned  judge,  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  was  very    pointedly 
fevere  on   the    defendant,    whole 
offence,    he  faid,    was   much  ag- 
gravated  by  his  fituation  as  a  re- 
venue officer,  having  in  that  ca- 
pacity  a  greater   opportunity   of 
prejudicing     the     reputations    of 
thofe  tradefmen  with  whofe  affairs 
his  office  made  him   more  parti- 
cularly acquainted.     His  lordfhip 
further    added,    that  independent 
of  the  damages  to  be  given  by  the 
jury   to    the    plaintiff,    the   com- 
miflioners  of  excife  ought  to   be 
informed  of  the  defendant's  con- 
duft,  with  a  view  of  pafGng  their 
cenfure  upon  it  likewife. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdift  for  l^he  plaintiff, 
with  500 1.  damages,  and  colls  of 
fuit. 

Qxfordf  Jtim  i.  This  afternoon 


we  had  moft  tremendous  and  re« 
peated  claps  of  thunder,  accom- 
panied with  vivid  flafhes  of  light- 
ning; and  about  fix  in  the  even- 
ing a  ball  of  fire  ftruck  the  outfida 
of  the  chimney  of  Mr.  Meredith, 
cutler,  of  St.  Clement's,  in  the 
fuburbs  of  this  city,  where  having 
forced  through   the   wall,  it  en- 
tered into  the  upper  room,  fhivered 
the    partition    of    the    flair-cafe, 
broke   the    maid's   box,  and    did 
other  damages ;  from  thence  de- 
fcending  to  the  one-pair-of-ftair5, 
in  a  room  where   Mrs.  ?Vleredith 
fat   at  work,  it   totally  dellroyed 
the  chimney-piece  ;  and  the  glafs 
over  it  was    reduced   to   powder, 
and  fcattered  about  the  room  like 
fand  ;   feveral  glazed  prints  were 
likewife  broke  and  difperfed  about 
the  room  ;    a  mahogany  chefl  of 
drawers  was  penetrated  as  if  it  had 
been  fired  at  with  fmall  (hot  >  it 
alfo    forced   the   cafement  of  the 
window      Confiderably     outward. 
From  hence  paffing  down  to  the 
kitchen,  upon   the  ground   floor, 
where  the  maid-fervant  was  pre- 
paring for  tea,  fhe  was  flruck  to 
the  ground,  and  received  feveral 
fcratches  upon  the  fide  of  her  face  ; 
whilft  a  little    girl  in   the    fame 
room    providentially    received   no 
hurt ;     though    a    wooden    frame 
round    the    fire  -  place    was    torn 
away,  the  china  broke,  the  fpits, 
candlefticks,  flat-irons,   &c.  fcat- 
tered about,  and  a  copper  coffee- 
pot, a  fkimmer,  a  bell-metal  m{jr- 
tar,  and  divers  other  things,  were 
partially   melted.       From    hence, 
the  door  of  this  i6om,  as  well  as 
that  of  th"  (hop,  being  open,  it 
paffed  into  the  ftreet  without  meet- 
ing with  any  other  obllruclions  ; 
and  its  further  progrefs  could  not 
be  afcertain^d. 

Certain 
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Certain  advice  is  received  from 
Macao,  a  fettlement  of  the  Por- 
tnguefe  in  the  river  Canton,  6f 
the  arrival  of  tjie  Refolution  and 
Pifcovery  in  great  diftrefsj  and  in 
want  of  provifions.  Upon  the 
death  of  capt.  Cook,  capt.  Clerlce 
focceeded  to  the  command  of  the 
two  ftiips,  and  Heat.  Gore  to  be 
captain  of  the  Difcovery  ;  but  on 
the  death  of  capt.  Gierke,  licut. 
JCing  fucceeded  to  his  place. 

Rev.  Mr.  J,  H.  Wafer,  for- 
tnerly  minifter  of  the  church  of 
Zurich  in  Switzerland,  was  be- 
headed for  having  ordered  fome 
trcafonable  pieces  to  \>e  inferted 
in  the  political  correfpondence  of 
M.  Scholffer  of  Gottingen,  and 
for  having  withheld  a  document 
pf  the  15th  century,  belonging  to 
the  public  archives,  after  being 
Remanded  by  the  town  fecretary. 

Died,  At  Tynmouth,  Cum- 
^>erland,  D.  Bennet,  aged  107. 

At  Green-ftreet,  Berks,  Mr. 
Jofi^n  Morril,  a  lieutenant  in 
queen  Ann's  wars,  >  aged  loo, 
within  two  days. 

At  Morton,  Mr.  John  Mullet, 
aged  103. 

Xhomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  for- 
merly governor  of  Maifachufett's 
Bay. 


JULY. 

,  ^y  virtue  of  a  commif- 

3  fion  from  his  majefty,  the 
royal  afient  was  given  to  the  fol- 
lowing bills,  &i^. 

The  bill  for  vefting  in  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  their  territorial 
acquifitions  in  Ijidia.  The  bill 
to  prevent  the  carrying  copper  in 
iheets,  coaftways,  &c.     The  I'oll- 


Jhorfe  adl  amendment  bill.  The 
liarch  duty  bill.  The  finking- 
fund  bill.  The  bill  to  extend 
and  encourage  the  Greenland  fift- 
ery.  The  bill  for  granting  to 
his  majefty  one  million  on  a  vole 
of  credit.  The  bill  relative  to  the 
drawback  on  the  duty  on  coffee. 
The  bill  for  appointing  commif- 
lioners  to  infpeft  the  public  ac-. 
counts.  The  bill  for  granting  a 
reward  to  perfons  difcovering  the 
longitude.  And  feveral  inclofurc 
and  private  bills. 

Was  tried  before  the  |^ 
Right  Honourable  Earl^  ^^'^' 
Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury,  Si 
caufc  wherein  Mr.  Schreiber,  » 
merchant,  was  plaintiiF,  and  Mrs. 
Frazer,  widow  of  the  late  Gen, 
Frazer,  who  died ,  at  Saratoga, 
defendant.  The  adlion  was  brought 
for  damages  on  a  breach  af  pro- 
mifc  of  marriage, — Mr.  Dunning 
opened  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
brought  witneffes  to  prove  the 
promifes.  The  firft  and  prin- 
cipal was  the  plaintiff's  fon  ;  who 
depofed,  that  the  lady  had  ac- 
knowledged to  him  her  having 
confented  to  marry  his  father.  A 
man  fervant  depofed,  that  his 
miftrefs  had  engaged  him  to  go 
abroad  with  her  to  Germany,  irv 
cafe  of  the  marriage  taking  place, 
Mr.  Chriflie  was  brought  to  prove 
that  the  plaintiff  bought  a  houfe 
in  Portland- fquare  or  Portland- 
place,  at  the  price  of  4100I.  and 
on  account  of  the  marriage  not 
taking  place,  had  fold  it  again 
for  3600 1. — A,  horfe-dealer  proved 
he  had  bought  four  horfes,  at 
thirty-five  guineas  each,  and  fold 
them  again  all  four  at  feventy- 
four  guineas.  A  coach  -  makey 
proved  he  had  bought  two  car- 
riages for  ?Pd1.  a  taylor  proved 
ipaking 
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jnaklng  a  fuit  of  livery,  on  account 
of  the  promifed  marnage, 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  pleaded, 
that  his  client  had  no  objeftion  to 
the  perfon,  charafter,  or  fortune 
of  the  plaintiff,  who  is  certainly 
a  very  refpeftable  wealthy  merr 
chant,  and  in  every  refpeft  a 
very  advantageous  match  for  her  j 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty, 
ihe  began  to  think  Mr.  Schreiber'? 
temper  and  her's,  perhaps  none 
of  the  beft,  might  not  agree ;  in 
that  cafe  the  match  would  render 
both  parties  extremely  unhappy, 
for  which  reafon  (he  thought  beft 
to  retraft,  though  evidently  to 
her  own  lofs  and  difadvantage, 
his  fortune  being  far  fuperior  to 
her's.  Her  late  hulband  had  alfo 
in  a  dream  cautioned  her  againft 
this  new  engagement.-r-He  furr 
ther  obferved,  that  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  prove  his  client 
^  woman  of  fortune ;  therefore  it 
was  much  below  the  plaiijtiff  to 
want  to  take  from  her  fmall  pitr 
tance,  and  add  to  his  own  great 
abundance.  Here  he  was  Hopped 
by  Mr,  Dunning,  who  adduced 
proof  that  the  lady's  fortune  here, 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  America, 
amounted  to  24,0001.  or  upwards. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General  replied, 
that  the  fortune  in  England  might 
be  afcertained,  but  that  abroad 
could  not ;  but  with  regard  to 
fortune,  his  client  had  fuffered 
moll  by  breaking  off  the  match^ 
for  (he  was  to  have  her  own  fortune 
at  her  own  difpofal,  3001.  a  year 
pin-money,  10,000 1,  fettled  upon 
her,  and  the  houfe  at  Forty-Hill, 
Enfield,  or  at  her  option  5000 1. 
inftead  of  it,  in  all  15,0001.  ii^ 
cafe  of  her  furvival. 

^ord  Mansfield,  In  fumming  up 


the  evidence,  obferved,  that  the 
promife  of  marriage  was  proved  ; 
that  certainly  each  party  engaged 
to  marry  has  a  right  to  retradt  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  cere- 
mony, and  even  before  the  prieft, 
if  they  apprehended  unhappinefs 
to  be  the  event;  but  it  was  undey 
this  circumliance,  that  the  party 
retracting,  if  able,  fhould  mak« 
good  the  damages  fuftained  by  th<j 
other,  through  the  treaty  :-— the 
plaintiff  had  proved  fome  dar 
mages-rrit  was  for  the  jury  tQ 
alTefs  the  quantum. 

The  jury,  after  a  copfultatlon 
of  a  few  minutes,  gave  a  verdii'^ 
of  600I.  damages,  with  cofts, 

A  court  of  common  ^  r 
council  was  held  at  Guild-  .  * 
hall,  when  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Parifii,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Powell,  that  an  humble  ad«^ 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
expreffing  the  grateful  thanks  of 
this  court  for  his  majefty's  care 
and  attention  to  the  citizens  of 
London,  in  granting  them  fucfe 
aid  as  became  necefTary  to  fubdue 
the  late  dangerous  riots,  they 
being  too  formidable  for  the  con. 
troul  of  the  civil  authority  ;  which 
occafioned  very  long  and  great 
debates.  The  principal  fpeakers 
were,  the  aldermen  Townfend, 
Wilkes,  Newnham,  and  Wool- 
dridge;  Mr.  deputy  Leeky,  Mr. 
Dornford,  Mr.  Hurford,  Mr. 
Merry,  Mr.  Thorpe,  Mr.  Sharpe, 
and  deputy  Judd.  The  previous^ 
queftion  was  put,  whether  the 
above  queftion  (hould  be  put, 
which  was  carried  in  the  negative; 
but  it  appeared  upon  a  divifion. 
that  four  aldermen  and  61  com- 
moners were  for  putting  the  quef. 
tion,  and  four  aldermen  and  56 
commoner? 
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commoners  againft  it ;  therefore 
the  qaeftion  to  addrefs  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

A  few  days  ago  the  long  de- 
pending caufe  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
was  finally-determined  in  Doftor's 
Commons,  when  the  will  made  by 
the  late  William  Scawcn,  Efq; 
while  he  was  at  Mr.  Sanxay's, 
•was  eftablilhed,  and  all  former 
wills  in  her  favour  were  fet  afide. 
This  decifion  was  founded  in  thefe 
principles :  that  when  the  de- 
ceafed  made  the  will  in  queftion, 
le  was  in  his  perfeft  fenfes,  and 
^ad  time  enough  to  deliberate  on 
the  merits  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
before  his  death,  or  even  before 
hp  annexed  the  codicil,  by  which 
^e  cancelled  all  his  former  wills  j 
^nd  that  the  laft  will  was  properly 
fcgned  and  attefted.  The  judge, 
before  he  pronounced  this  decree, 
ftated  the  evidence  with  great  per- 
ipicuity  and  candour,  and  bellow- 
ed many  encomiums  on  the  cha- 
rafter  and  conduft  of  Mifs  Butter- 
field, but  obferved,  that  iz  was 
not  his  bufincfs  to  fay  what  Mr. 
Scawen  ought  to  have  done,  but 
what  he  adually  did,  and  what 
the  law  requires  when  a  will  is 
executed  in  proper  form. 

,  His  majefty's  free  pardon 
'S  hath  been  granted  to  James 
Purfe,  .a  convidl  of  May  feffion, 
under  fentence  of  death ;  he  was 
difcharged  by  the  perfons  who 
broke  open  and  demolifhed  New- 
gate, but  furrendered  himfelf 
again  into  the  cuftody  of  Mr. 
Akerman. 

There  were  eighty-five  perfons 
tried  for  riots  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
of  v/hom  thirty-five  were  capitally 
convifted,  feven  convidled  of  An- 
gle felony,  and  forty-three  ac- 
quitted.?—At    the   commiffion    at 


St.  Margaret's  -  Hill,  fifty  wer« 
tried  for  riots,  of  whom  twenty- 
four  were  capitally  convifted,  and 
twenty-fix  acquitted.  So  that  on 
the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  have  been  tried,  and  fifty- 
nine  of  them  conviAed. 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  ^  ■, 
held  at  Guildhall,  when  zi  ***"* 
aldermen  were  prefent.  The  court 
refolved,  that  as  the  executions 
have  pafled  with  perfeft  peace  and 
quiet,  and  there  being  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  riots  within  thi« 
city,  no  further  allowance  be 
made  to  the  troops  by  this  city 
after  Saturday  next.  One  very 
forcible  reafon  ofi^ered  to  prove 
the  neceffity  of  a  compliance  with 
this  motion,  was,  that  the  average 
expence  of  maintaining  the  fol- 
diers,  and  providing  a  table  for 
the  officers,  is  lool.  a  day;  and 
that  the  bills  already  drawn  on 
the  chamber,  exceed  4000 1. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation 
of  York  at  the  Guildhall  of  that 
city,  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 
drefs his  majefty  on  the  taking  of 
Charles  -  Town,  and  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  late  riots,  which 
was  carried,  and  an  addrefs  drawn 
up ;  but  on  hearing  the  fame 
read,  it  was,  on  a  divifion,  dif- 
approved,  28  to  19. 

Some^  few  weeks  ago,  the  pofl- 
boy  bringing  the  mail  from  Ste- 
venage to  Welwyn  in  Hertford- 
fhire,  was  robbed  by  a  man  on 
foot,  who  at  firll  was  thought  to 
be  a  farmer  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, whofe  cafe  was  fomewhat 
fingular.  Soon  after  the  robbery 
was  committed,  not  being  con- 
verfant  in  bank  -  notes,  he  had 
joined  the  half  of  one  note  of  ipl. 
to  the  half  of  another  of  zol.  and 
had  paid  the  lame  to  a  tradefman 
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in  Hertford.  This  being  brought 
to  the  bank  for  payment,  caufed 
a  fufpicion,  and,  on  enquiry,  the 
faft  was  cafily  traced  to  the  far- 
mer, who,  being  under  no  tear 
of  danger,  was  taken  out  of  his 
bed  without  refiitance,  and  carried 
to  Hertford  gaol  for  trial. 

,  ,  At  Oxford  aflizes,  a 
*  caufe   was    tried    between 

the  city  and  univerfity;  the  quef- 
tion  was.  Whether  a  tr^defman, 
living  in  the  city,  but  matricu- 
lated by  the  univerfity,  was  liable 
to  ferve  the  of^ce  of  conliable? 
which  was  determined,  in  the 
affirmative  ;  bat  the  univerfity,  it 
is  faid,  intend  to  carry  the  final 
decifion  into  V/eftminfter-Hall. 
,  It  was  decided  by  Lord 

3°^^'  Chief  Baron  Skynner,,at 
Bedford,  that  evidence  which  de- 
clares the  affertions  of  a  perfon 
iince  dead,  cannot  be  admitted  in 
point  of  law,  notwithftanding  that 
perfon  did  not  die  till  a  year  and 
a  half  after  the  tranfadion,  and 
the  adion  at  law  would  not  have 
been  brought,  had  that  witnefs 
been  alive. 

Died,  At  Leeds,  Yorkfliire,  Mr. 
Wheatley,  clothier,  aged  ic6. 

At  Ditchley,  Suflex,  Mr.  Ifaac 
Sherman,  aged  97. 

In  the  county  of  Louth,  Ireland, 
Mr.  Gernon,  aged  125. 

In  South  Wales,  Mr.  D.  War- 
fam,  aged  109. 

At  Frampton,  Hants.  Mr.  Rob. 
Pring,  aged  103. 

Thomas  Ellis,  Ihoemaker,  aged 
104. 

At  Burton,  Hant?.  John  Ben- 
net,  efq.  near  ico  years  old.  He 
was  page  to  queen  Anne,  at  the 
beginning  of  her  reign. 

Samuel  Mufgraye,  M.D.F.R.S. 
and   formerly  of  Corpus    ChriHi 


College,  Oxon,  well  known  to  the 
public  by  his  examination  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  relative 
to  the  peace  of  1762}  and  to  the 
learned,  by  his  notes  and  col- 
lettions  on  Euripides,  which  the 
univerfity  purchafed,  it  is  faid^ 
for  200I.  and  have  inferted  in  the 
fplendid  edition  of  that  poet,  in 
four  vols.  4",  1778.  He  ailp 
publifhed  many  medical  trafts. 

AUGUST. 

Abraham  Darn  ford  and  , 
William  Newton  were  ex-  ^ 
amined  before  the  fitting  alder- 
man at  Guildhall,  being  charged 
by  William  Warts,  clerk  to  MeiTrs. 
Smith,  Wright  and  Gray,  bankers, 
with  robbing  and  attempting  to 
murder  him.  It  appeared  on  their 
examination,  that  one  of  the  men 
had  lodged  an  accepted  bill  at  the 
banking  -  houfe,  to  be  received 
when  due,  and  the  money  to  be 
remitted  into  the  country,  accord- 
ing to  direction.  As  this  pre- 
tended bill  was  direded  to  an 
empty  houfe,  and  had  feveral 
days  to  run,  the  villains  in  the 
mean  time  applied  to  the  perfon* 
who  had  the  letting  of  the  houfe, 
to  take  it,  had  taken  it,  and  got 
the  key,  under  pretence  of  getting 
the  houfe  cleaned.  The  landlord 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
hafte  his  new  tenants  were  in  to 
take  pofTeflion,  and  not  very  weli 
liking  their  defcription,  defired 
the  miftrefs  of  the  public-houfe, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  way, 
to  have  an  eye  to  their  proceed- 
ings.  Accordingly,  on  the  day 
when  the  bill  became  due,  fhe 
obferved  two  men  enter  the  houfe, 
and  open  the  parlour  window*^ 
aiid  prefently  after,  a  third   mai| 
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came  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
was  let  in,  and  the  door  fliut. 
Attending  to  fee  the  event,  ftie 
thought  fhe  heard  an  uncommon 
ooife,  and  ftepping  over  the  way, 
and  liftening,  was  ftruck  with  the 
found  of  murder,  pronounced  in  a 
hoarfe  faint  voice,  fucceeded  by  z 
kind  of  groaning,  which  very 
much  alarmed  her ;  and  looking 
through  the  key-hole,  Ihe  faw  two 
Xp,en  dragging  the  third  down  the 
cellar  flairs,  on  which  fhe  cried 
out  violently  they're  murdering  a 
man,  knocked  hard  at  the  door, 
and  begged  the  people  in  the  flreet 
to  break  it  open  ;  but  none  would 
interfere.  Being  enraged  at  their 
brutality,  (he  burfl:  open  the  win- 
dow herfelf,  and  was  entering, 
when  one  of  the  villains  opened 
the  door,  and  was  running  off; 
but  on  the  cry  of  *'  Stop  thief," 
he  was  inflrantly  taken,  and  the 
Other  fl;e  feized  by  the  throat  her- 
felf, and  dragged  him  to  her  own 
houfe,  by  which  this  horrid  con- 
trivance was  brought  to  light. 
They  had  robbed  the  poor  man  of 
bis  pocket-book,  and  had  nearly 
throttled  him  to  flop  his  noife, 
till  they  had  got  him  into  the 
back  cellar,  where  they  certainly 
defigned  to  have  murdered  him, 
had  not  the  woman  by  her  forti- 
tude providentially  interpofed  to 
fave  his  life. 

^  ,  The  clerk  to  the  bank- 
*.jng- houfe  in  Lombard- 
jlreet  was  again  examined  before 
the  lord  mayor,  with  regard  to 
the  attempt  of  a  robbery,  and  the 
manner  of  his  treatment  whilft  in 
the  houfe  in  Water-lane,  Black- 
friars  ;  but  he  refufed  to  take  an 
oath,  being  a  quaker.  The  lord 
laayor  ufed    many  arguments  to 


induce  him  to  do  it,  but  in  vairi< 
whereupon  his  lordlhip  bound  hint 
over  to  profecdte  Darnford  and 
Newton  at  the  next  fefTion  at  the 
Old-Bailey.  If  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Bouchier  and  her  afliftantS 
do  not  bring  the  fa£l  home  to 
them,  it  is  feared  the  two  offenders 
will  efcape. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Lincoln  was  tried  a  caufe  between 
the  hon.  John  Manners  and  al- 
derman Sanfer,  for  pulling  down 
the  market-crofs  at  Grantham, 
and  converting  the  fame  to  his 
own  ufe.  It  appeared  that  this 
crofs  had  flood  beyond  memory, 
and  was  claimed  as  part  of  the 
manor  of  Grantham  by  the  plain- 
tiff. The  defendant  fet  up  his 
right  to  take  it  down  by  a  pre- 
tended grant  from  Charles  I.  or II, 
which  gave  to  the  corporation  a 
market  and  three  fairs  j  but  the 
jury,  which  was  fpecial,  found  for 
the  plaintiff,  with  40I.  damages. 

A  moil  dreadful  florm  , 
of  thunder  and  lightning  '  * 
killed  a  man  making  hay  neaf 
Swanfea  in  Glamorganfhire,  and 
fet  fire  to  the  hay  on  which  he 
was  found.  The  fwivel  of  his 
watch  was  melted,  and  a  round 
hole  made  in  the  outer  cafe,  which, 
fixed  it  to  the  inner  cafe,  but  no 
mark  appeared  on  his  body,  and 
only  a  black  fpot  on  his  fhirt, 
near  to  the  hole  made  in  his 
watch. 

On  the  fame  day  a  horfe  and 
18  fheep  were  flruck  dead  near 
Ufk,  in  Monmouthlhire.  They 
had  all  got  together  under  a  pear- 
tree,  to  avoid  the  violence  of  the 
tempefl.  Two  horfes  were  alfo 
killed  by  the  lightning  iji  a  flabl* 
near  Pontypool, 

At 


CHRONICLE. 


[22  J 


At  the  conrt  at  St.  James's,  the 
l8th  of  Auguft,  1780,  prefent, 
the  king's   moft  excellent  ma- 
jelly  in  council. 
His  majefty  in  council  was  this 
4ay  pleafed    to    order,     that   the 
parliament,    which     ftands     pro- 
rogued to  Thurfday,  the  24th  of 
this    inllant,    Auguft,    fttould   be 
further    prorogued    to    Thurfday 
the  28th  day  of  September  next. 

,  About  fix  o'clock  in  the 

'9    *    afternoon,  as  the   phaeton 
of— —Manners,  Efqj  foaoflord 
W.  Manners,  was  {landing  in  Ar- 
lington-ftreet,    St.     James's,    the 
horfes  fuddenly  took  fright,    and 
ran  into   Piccadilly  at  a  furious 
rate,  and   threw  down  a  man  who 
had  a  child  in  his  arms.     Both  the 
man     and     child    were     greatly 
brnifed ;     but     it     unfortunately 
happened    that    the  man    had   a 
-  bottle  of  aqua-fortis  in  his  hand  : 
the  bottle  was  broke  in  the  fall, 
iind  great  part  of  the  liquid  pour- 
ing upon   the  child,  occalioned  a 
moft  fhocking  and  terrible  fcene 
of  mifery   and   diftrefs  ;  nor    had 
the   man    much    better    fortune. 
The  cloaths  of  both  were  on  fire> 
their   bodies  moft  horridly  burnt, 
fwelled,  and   their  eyes  clofed  up, 
&c.     The  cries  of  the  child  were 
truly  pitiable.     At    length    their 
cloaths  were  cut  off  (for  ihey  could 
not   otherwife    be    got    off),    and 
they  were  put  into  linen  furn-ifhed 
by  the  neighbours,  and  carried  to 
St.    George's    Hofpital,    without 
hopes  of  their  recovery. 

,  Came  on  at  the  Guild- 
^^  •  hall  of  the  city  of  Brlftol, 
before  julUce  Nares  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  between  Mr.  Caton, 
plaintiff,  and  a  captain  and  lieu- 
tenant in  the  imprefs  fervice  de- 


fendants, on  an  aftion  forillegaHy 
impreffing  and  imprifoning  the 
plaintiff  in  July  1779,  he  having 
at  no  time  afted  in  any  other  ca- 
pacity than  as  owner  or  mailer  of 
a  veffel  at  fea  ;  when  the  jury 
gave  a  verdift  in  his  favour  with. 
50I.  damages.  The  damages  vrerc 
laid  at  5000I. 

Lately  was  prefented  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  York,  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  a  clufter  of  Sy- 
rian grapes,  the  largeft,  it  is  fop- 
pofed,  that  ever  grew  in  England, 
Its  girt  round  was  five  feet  nine 
inches,  and  its  weight  11  pounds 
10  ounces. 

A  ihocking  murder  was  com- 
mitted at  Milton,  near  Chrift- 
Church,  Hauts,  by  a  gang  of 
fmugglers,  who  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  John  Buffey,  officer  of 
cuftoms,  called  him  up,  and  frac- 
tured his  fkuU  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  feven  pieces  were  taken  from 
it.  He  lived  in  great  agony  till 
the  27th,  when  he  expired. 

Catnbriilge,  Auguft  18.  On  Mon- 
day laft,  Anne  Jeffrey  and  Maryc 
Wells,  two  poor  women  belonging^ 
to  Cambridge,  who  had  been  ia 
the  fields  to  glean,  were  found  by 
the  road  fide  in  a  kind  of  ilupor, 
by  a  gentlemati  who  was  returning 
home.  On  enquiry,  it  appeared 
they  had  been  ignorantly  eating 
the  berries  o'i  the  deadly  night- 
fhade.  The  gentleman  very  hu. 
m finely  brought  the  poor  women 
to  Mr.  Hoffman,  chymift,  on  the 
Peafe-hill,  who  immediately  ap- 
plied proper  remedies,  and  both 
the  women  are  now  perfeftly  re-- 
covered. 

Many  inftances  might  be  given 

of  the  fatal  effefts  of  this  plant. 

Two  young   Englifh   gentlemen, 

uavelling 
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travelling  in   France,  and  being 
thirfty,  were  tempted  by  the  in- 
viting appearance  of  the  berry,  of 
which  they  imprudently  eat,  which 
brought  on  an  immediate  Ilupor, 
and  occafioned  their  death*     Two 
lludents  in  the  botanic  garden  at 
Leyden  alfo  eat  of  the  berries  of 
the  nightlhade  ;  one  of  them  died 
the  next  day,  the  other  with  great 
difficulty  was   recovered.     About 
ieven  years  ago,  a  labourer  who 
was  at  work  in  Trinity-College, 
ignorantly  eat  a  plant  of  the  night- 
ihade  by  way  of  fallad,  but  for- 
tunately applied  to  Mr.  HoiFman, 
by  whom    he   was    cured.     The 
method  of  cure,  recommended  by 
Mr.   Hoffman,  is  to  give  a  vomit 
as  foon  as  poffible,  then  to  drink 
vinegar  or  lemon  juice,  about  a 
pint  diluted  in  an  equal  quantity 
of  water,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
and  to  walk  the  patient  about  to 
prevent    fleep,  which   would    be 
fatal.     For  the  information  of  our 
readers,  we  add  a   botanical  de- 
scription of  the  plant. 

Belladonna,  deadly  nightlhade, 
or  dwale :  ftera  ered,  forked, 
branched,  three  or  four  feet  high  ; 
leaves  oval,  entire,  large,  hairy, 
ibfr,  pointed ;  flowers  dead  pur- 
ple, numerous,  on.  pedicles  from 
the  alae  of  the  leaves,  fingle; 
fruit,  when  ripe,  a  large  black 
glofly  berry ;  it  grows  in  woods, 
hedges,  &c.  and  is  ripe  in  June, 
July,  and  Auguft.  The  Italians 
give  the  name  of  Belladonna  to 
this  plant,  becaufe  the  ladies  in 
Italy  make  ufe  of  a  water  diftilled 
from  the  nightfhade  as  acofmetic  ; 
and  the  miniature  painters  prepare 
from  the  fruit  a  moft  beautiful 
green  colour. 

Soon  after  the  accident  above- 
pientioned,  five  foldiers  belonging 


to  the  Suflex  regiment  of  milltiji^ 
quartered  near  Dorking,  Surry, 
were  violently  affedled  by  eating 
of  the  berries  of  the  nightlhade  j 
but  fortunately,  after  fix  or  eight 
days  illnefs,  were  all  recovered. 

Poland,  Auguft  7.  We  have  re- 
ceived    afFedling    accounts    from 
Auftrian   Moldavia,  that   the  lo- 
culh,  which  appeared  in  autumn 
laft  in  the  diftrift  of  Herza  in  that 
province,   having   then    depofited 
their  eggs,  they  now  appear  in  a 
thoufand    times   greater    number 
than  laft  year,  and  are  two  inches 
long  ;  they  are  divided  into  three 
formidable   armies ;  the  firft  ex- 
tends feven  leagues  in  length,  and 
nine  in   breadth,  from  Herza  to 
Potuflian ;     the    fecond    extends 
from  Roman  to  the  Danube,  which 
is  about  eight  leagues ;  and  the 
third    from   Jafly  to  Beflarabia : 
they  have  deltroyed  all  the  grafs, 
fruit,  and  even  leaves  of  the  fo- 
reft  trees,  but  have  not  yet  touched 
the  vines  or  the  wheat ;  they  arc 
as  yet  too  young  to  fly,  and  if, 
when  they  rife,  the  wind  fets  to- 
wards  Auilrian     Moldavia,    that 
fine  country  will  be  ruined. 

Leghorn,  Auguft  12.  We  hear 
from  Rome,  that  they  bad  a 
luftrum  (or  a  numbering  of  the 
people)  there  on  the  24th  of  June, 
when  it  appeared  there  were  in 
that  city  155,184  inhabitants;  of 
whom  were  36,485  houfe-keepers. 
In  this  number  were  included 
3847  monks,  2827  fecular  priefts, 
1910  nuns,  1065  ftudents,  1470 
alms-houfe  poor,  7  negroes,  and 
52  perfoDs  not  Romans.  The 
numbers  born  from  June  24,  1779, 
to  June  24,  1786,  were  5228,  and 
the  burials  7 181. 

Paris,  Auguft  21.     The   king, 
ever  attentive  to  give  his  fubjefts 
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freih  proofs  of  his  love  and  equi- 
ty, would  have  his  name-day, 
Auguft  25,  marked  by  an  aft  of 
benevolence  .  to  his  people.  In 
confequence,  his  majelly,  of  his 
own  proper  motion,  has  abolKhed 
on  that  day,  la  quejiion  prelimi- 
itaire,  (the  torture)  which,  ac- 
cording to  a  barbarous  cuftom, 
preferved  fince  the  ages  of  igno- 
rance, criminals  were  put  to,  a 
moment  before  their  execution. 
The  edift,  ordaining  that  abo- 
lition, will  foon  appear,  and  the 
fovereign  courts,  who  have  long 
lamented  that  cuftom,  though 
obliged  to  put  it  in  execution, 
will  receive  the  new  law  with 
rapture. 

Peter/burg  t  Augujl  26.  This 
evening,  at  about  eight  o'clock, 
this  city  was  terribly  alarmed  by  a 
dreadful  fire  breaking  out  in  the 
hemp  magazine,  which  raged  with 
fuch  violence,  that  it  was  not  only 
impoffible  to  Hop  its  burning  down 
the  warehoufe,  but  even  its  com- 
municating to  feveral  veflels  that 
were  loaded  and  loading  with 
hemp,  flax,  oil,  and  cordage, 
which,  being  all  combuftible 
goods,  made  the  conflagration 
very  tremendous ;  and  had  not 
the  flames  taken  another  diredlion, 
the  whole  quarter  of  Wafily- 
Ollrow  muft  have  been  burnt. 
The  fire,  however,  communicated 
to  a  magazine  which  was  furround- 
ed  with  water,  and  contained  great 
part  cf  the  h/lt  crop  of  tobacco 
which  grew  in  the  Ukraine.  The 
fire  burnt  three  days,  and  the  da- 
mage done  by  it  is  reckoned-  at 
•two  millions  of  roubles ;  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  have  lolt  their 
lives  is  not  yet  known,  but  from 
various  circumllances  it  is  not 
doubted  but  it  mull  be  very 
great. 
VoL.XXIU. 


Died,  At  SImanfton,  Mrs. 
Suf.  Evifon,  aged  108. 

At  Liverpool,  Mr.  W.  Ellis, 
^%,^^  130  years  and  6  months. 

At  his  feat  at  Antermonie,  Johft 
Bell,  Efq;  who  in  1715,  1716, 
1717,  1718,  accompanied,  as 
phyfician  and  furgeon,  Peter  the 
Great's  embafly  to  Perfia,  and 
in  1719,  1720,  1721,  that  to 
China,  of  which  he  publiftied  a 
particular  account  in  2  vols.  4to. 
Glafgow,  1762,  fince  reprinted 
in  2  vols.  i2mo. 

Sir  John  Jefi^erfon,  Knt.    aged 

At  Epping,  Mr.  Ed.  Brinton, 
aged  102. 

AtBIackwall,  Capt.  T.  Welch, 
aged  98. 

W.  Raymond,  Efq;  aged  (^d. 

At  his  houle  in  Piccadilly,  R. 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  aged  97. 

At  Plaiftow,  Capt.  W.  Mon- 
tague, aged  97. 

Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Dillon,  late 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel  in 
Moorfields,  where  he  had  refided 
for  36  years,  till  it  was  deltroyed 
by  the  mob  in  the  late  riots ;  at 
the  fame  time  his  houfe  having 
been  totally  pulled  down,  his 
books  and  houfehold  furniture 
burnt,  without  even  a  bed  being 
left  for  him  to  lie  on  ;  the  fliock 
he  received  from  fuch.  barbarous 
treatment  deeply  afl^"ed\ed  his  health, 
and  fpirits,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  haftened  his  death.  He  was 
a  younger  brother  of  the  ancient 
family  of  Preudflon,  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  in  Ireland ;  and  his 
charader  was  univerfally  refpefted 
and  efteemed  by  a  numerous  ac- 
quaintance. .     • 

Of  convulfions  in  the  ftomacb, 
occafioned  by  eating  .  mufhrooms 
ftevved  in  a  bell-metal  faucepan, 
Ch.  Mailland,   Efq;  of  Raynham, 
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SEPTEMBER. 

ft         A  proclamation  was  ifTued 

*  by  the  king  in  council,  for 
diflblving  the  prefent  parliament, 
and  declaring  the  calling  of  ano- 
ther ;  the  writs  for  which  to  bear 
date  on  Saturday  the  zd  day  of 
this  inftant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  Tuefday  the  31ft  day 
of  Odober  following. 

,  This    day     there    was    a 

7  *  numerous  meeting,  in  the 
portico  of  Covent  Garden  church, 
in  order  to  eleft  two  proper  per- 
fons  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Wefl:- 
minfter  in  the  enfuing  parliament, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lin- 
coln, Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
bart.  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Fox, 
were  put  in  nomination  as  candi- 
dates. The  majority  of  hands  be- 
ing'declared  in  favour  of  Lord 
Lincoln  and  Sir  George  Rodney, 
a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr.  Fox. 
-  ,  A  court   of  hudings   was 

*'"•  held  at  Guildhall,  for  the 
eleftion  of  four  members  to  repre- 
fent this  city  in  the  enfuing  parlia- 
riient. 

Upon  the  feparate  (hew  of  hands, 
the  IherifFs  declared  the  election 
to  have  fallen  upon  Aldermen 
Hayley,  Bull,  Sawbridge,  and 
Newnham. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townfend  de- 
clined any  contell;  but  the  friends 
of  Aldermen- Kirkman  and  Clarke 
demanded  polls,  which  commenc- 
ed at  four  o'clock, 

,         A  county  court  was  held 
'■*      at  Brentford,  for  the  elec- 


tion of  two  members  to  reprefent 
the  county  of  Middlefex  in  the  en-* 
fuing  parliament. 

About  eleven  o'clock  the  under 
fheriff  opened  the  bufinefs  upon  s 
temporary  huftings  built  for  thac 
purpofe ;  and  after  reading  the 
writ,  and  the  afts  of  parliament 
refpefting  the  mode  of  eleftion, 
John  Wilkes  and  George  Byng, 
Efqrs.  were  propofed  as  candidates 
by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Taylor  ;  no 
other  perfon  being  put  in  nomina- 
tion, thefe  gentlemen  were  de- 
clared of  courfe  unanimoufly 
elefted. 

This  morning  about  half  paft 
four  o'clock,  a  duel  was  fought  in 
Hyde-Park  between  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Bate,  of  Surrey-ftreet,  and  Mr.  R. 
a  iludent  of  the  law,  late  of  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge.  The' 
quarrel  arofe  from  fome  circum- 
ftances  relating  to  the  conduft 
of  the  Morning-Poft,  in  which 
they  are  both  engaged.  The 
chance  of  the  firft  fire  falling  to 
Mr.  B.  he  difcharged  his  piltol, 
and  hit  Mr,  R.  in  the  fiefhy  part 
of  the  right  arm ;  the  wound, 
however,  was  not  fufficient  to  in- 
capacitate him  from  returning  the 
fire,  which  he  did,  but  without 
effed.  The  feconds  now  inter- 
pofed,  and  the  affair  was  ad- 
jufted. 

At  three  o'clock,  the  poll        , 
finifhed    at    Guildhall,    for     ^     ' 
four  reprefentatives  for  this  city, 
when  the  numbers  were:  for  Alder- 
man 


Fr.  Sat.   M. 


W.  Th.  Fr.   Tot. 


Hayley 
Kirkman 
SuJl   - 
l^fewnham 

Sawbridge 
Cliirke 


228  424  547  951  731  583  598  4062 

160  349  511  911  719  563  591  3804 

151  294  427  698  513  478  590  3150 
137  272  437  703  577  425  485  3036 

152  280  347  583  492  499  604-  2957 
110  J74  239  400  349  241  258  1771 

Sooa 
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Sooh  after  the  poll  clofed,  ad- 
Vice  was  received  from  Margate- 
that  Mr.  Alderman  Kirkman  died 
on  that  day  at  that  place. 

This  day  the   poll  finally  clofed 
'or   the   borough    of  Southwark  ; 
the  numbers  flood  as  follows: 

For  Sir  Richard  Hotham     1177 
Mr.  Polhill  -         1025 

Mr.  Tarale  -  769 

,  ,  The  event  of  yefterday's 

^^^^'  bufinefs  is  that  Mr.  Kirk- 
man will  be  returned,  as  of  courfe, 
and  there  will  be  a  new  writ  iffued. 
for  the  eleftion  of  a  member  in  his 
flead,  after  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament. 

,  A  moft  alarming  tempeft 

'  *  of  thunder  and  lightning 
threw  the  inhabitants  of  Eaftbourne 
in  Kent  into  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion.  A  ftream  of  eletflrical  fire 
fell  upon  the  houfe  occupied  by 
Mr^  Adair,  next  to  that  in  which 
Prince  Edward  refided  ;  and  juft 
at  the  clofe  of  the  ftorm,  when  the 
feverity  of  it  was  fo  far  fubfided  as 
to  leave  no  apprehenfions  of  dan- 
ger, two  of  Mr.  Adair's  fervants 
were  going  out  to  view  an  engage- 
ment at  fea,  when  the  coachman, 
who  was  foremoft,  was  ftruck  in- 
ftantly  dead,  and  thrown  back 
egainft  the  butler,  who,  without 
being  fenfible  of  the  caufc,  fell 
likewife  to  ihe  ground.  Upon  re- 
covering his  furprize,  he  ran  up 
flairs  in  anfwer  to  the  bell  which 
was  rAng  by  the  houfekeeper. 
The  butler's  report  fuggefted  the 
neceflity  of  enquiring  ?;frer  the  reft 
of  the  family.  Upon  opening  the 
dining-room  door,  Mr.  Adair  was 
found  lying  on  the  floor,  apparent- 
ly in  a  Hate  of  infenfibilily.  He 
had  furtained  a  fevere  llroke,  which 
affefted  his  whole  left  fide,  and 
particularly  nis  arm,  which  was  at 
irft  fuppoled  to  have  been  broken. 


Amidft  the  hurry  and  confufion» 
the  footman's  abfence  was  not  no- 
ticed, who  had  (hared  in  his  fel- 
low-fervant's  fate  ;  he  v/as  found 
ftretchedouton  the  floor  in  tJ^s  pan- 
try, and  a£lually  dead.  Mifs  Adair 
was  in  her  room  dreffing,  and, 
though  the  wood  work  of  the  bed, 
from  which  {he  had  juft  rifen,  was 
fhivered  in  pieces,  (he  very  hap- 
pily did  not  fuftain  the  leaft  per- 
fonal  injury.  The  houfe,  appen- 
dages, and  furniture,  were  much 
damaged,  the  chimney  fplit,  and 
partly  thrown  down,  the  windows 
fhattered,  looking-glafTes  broken, 
bell-wires  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
melted,  and  cornices  difplaced.  In 
the  room  where  the  footman  was 
found,  a  large  ftone,  forming  a 
part  of  the  front-wall,  was  forced 
out  of  its  place.  A  feal  ring  (oa 
Mr.  Adair's  finger)  was  cracked 
round  the  fetting  of  the  ftone,  and 
the  watch  which  was  in  his  pocket 
bore  the  appearance  of  being  bat- 
tered. A  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  regarding  the  coachman 
was  this  ;  though  it  was  evident, 
from  the  livid  marks  on  his  breaft, 
that  he  received  the  fatal  ftroke 
there,  the  lightning  had  perforated 
a  round  hole  in  the  lower  part  of 
his  wig  behind,  which  exhibited 
no  figns  of  being  burnt,  but  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  cut  with  a  pinking 
iron. — None  of  the  neighbouring 
houfes  received  damage. 

This    morning    the  lord  , 

mayor  held  a  wardmote  at  ^°  * 
Guildhall  for  the  eleftioh  of  an  al- 
derman for  the  ward  of  Cheap, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kirkman,  Efq; 
deceafed,  when  William  Creigh- 
ton,  Efq;  a  Weft-India  merchant, 
was  chofen  without  oppolition.- 

The  fame  day  the  trials        « 
ended   at  the  feffioris  houfe    ^ 
in  the  Old-Bailey,  when  feventeen 

[P]  a.  prifoner$ 
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prifoners  were  tried  ;  three  of 
whom  were  convided  of  felony, 
two  of  riots,  and  twelve  were  ac- 
quitted ;  14  capital  convifts  re- 
ceived judgment  of  death. 

J  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 
this  day  for  the  city  and  li- 
berty of  Weftminfter,  the  numbers 
were  as  follow  : 

for  Sir  G.  Bridges  Rodney  5298 
Hon.  Charles  Fox  4878 
Lord  Lincoln  4 '57 

J  Lord  Lincoln  having  lalt 

'  *  night  given  up  the  contell 
for  Weflminller,  by  declining  the 
poll,  this  day  the  high  bailiff  re- 
turned Sir  George  Rodney,  and 
the  Hon.  Charles  Fox,  duly  elec- 
ted. Lord  Lincoln  then  demanded 
a  fcrutiny,  which  is  to  begin  on 
thfe  loth  of  Odober.  Admiral 
Young,  as  proxy  for  Admiral 
Rodney,  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  then 
chaired,  and  carried  in  triumph, 
through  different  ilreets  to  the 
Duke  pf  Rutland's,  Duke  of  Port- 
land's,  and  Duke  of  Devon  fliire's  ; 
after  which  they  were  brought 
back  to  Covent  Garden  to  the 
committee  room,  amidft  a  nume- 
rous crowd  of  fpeftators, 

Lelpjick,  Sept.  22.  The  famous 
town  of  Gera,  fo  renowned  for  its 
manufaftures,  is  now  no  more.  A 
mod  violent  fire  broke  out  there 
on  the  18th,  which  in  a  very  ftiort 
tima  made  fnch  rapid  progrefs, 
that  it  was  impoirible  to  extinguifh 
It,  particularly  as  the  wind  blew 
very  ftrong,  and  carried  the  flakes 
of  fire  from  one  part  to  another, 
which,  as  the  houies  are  moltly 
covered  with  wood,  cut  and  placed 
in  the  imitation  of  flates,  foon 
irade  the  conflagration  general. 
In  fliort,  one  caftie,  an  hofpital, 
and  fomc  fmall  hcufes,  which  were 


out  of  the  town,  are  all  that  are 
left  out  of  744  houfes,  of  which  thac 
town  was  compofed  ;  within  the 
walls  not  one  houfe  is  ftanding. 
The  lofs  in  merchandize  of  various 
forts,  corn,  manufaftures,  &c.  is 
immenfe,  and  a  very  great  num- 
ber of  perfons,  of  all  ages,  are 
faid  to  be  miffing.  In  fhort,  the 
defolation  of  this  once  flourifliing 
town  of  Gera  is  fcarce  to  be  equal- 
led in  hiftory. 

On  the  22d  ult.  arrived  at 
Stromnefs,  the  Refolution  andDif- 
covery,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gore  and  Captain  King,  after  a 
voyage  of  four  years  and  four 
mon  ths  on  difcoverie?.  Their  prin- 
cipal objeft  was  to  fearch  for  a 
North  Eaft  or  North  Weft  paflage 
from  the  fea  of  Kamikatka  to  Eu- 
rope. This  they  have  determined 
not  to  exift,  at  leaft  for  any  com- 
mercial purpofe.  It  is  faid  they 
have  difcovered  a  confiderable 
group  of  new  iflands  in  the  South 
feas,  and  that  they  have  explored  a 
traft  of  country  on  theweftern  coaft 
of  America,  of  the  extent  of  up- 
wards of  20  degrees  of  latitude. 

Laft  month  a  violent  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  in  Flint  and 
Denbigh  ftiires  :  alfo  in  Anglefea 
and  at  Caernarvon,  but  not  at 
Conway ;  ftrongly  at  Llunrwft, 
acrofs  the  vale  of  Clwyd,  at  Down- 
ing and  Holiwell,  which  laft  place 
was  the  furtheft  it  could  be  traced 
in  Flintfhire. 

DifD,  At  Inch,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  Mr.  Henry  Grofve- 
nor,  furveyor  of  the  coaft  at  Black- 
water,  aged  115  years.  He  was  of 
French  extraction,  very  fparing  in 
his  diet,  and  ufed  much  exercife  ; 
no  one  perferved  more  what  the 
French  call  the  youth  of  old  age, 

being 
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being  an  agreeable  chearful  com- 
panion, at  the  age  of  100,  when 
he  married  his  lall  wife. 

At  Winterborne,  Hants,  Sufan 
Edmonds,  aged  104. 


2d. 


OCTOBER. 

At  a  court  of  common 
council  held  at  Guildhall,  a 
motion  was  made  that  the  cham- 
berlain do  immediately  lay  before 
the  court  an  account  of  all  mo- 
nies paid  out  of  the  chamber  on 
account  of  the  lord  mayor,  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  chamberlain  withdrew,  and 
returned  with  an  account,  which 
being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the 
fum  of  814I.  IS.  paid  on  account 
of  the  lord  mayor's  view  of  the 
river  and  expedition  to  Windfor, 
ought  not  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
city,  being  totally  unneceflary  and 
highly  extravagant.  This  brought 
©n  great  debate,  which  lafted  for 
near  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the 
previous  queftion  was  put,  and  car- 
ried in  the  negative ;  the  firft 
quellion  was  then  put,  and  refolv- 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

In  confequence  of  its  *being 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  that  the  audit  dinners  in 
general  were  very  extravagant,  Mr. 
Sheriff  Sainfbury  made  a  motion 
that  in  future  the  expences  at  the 
auditing  the  city  and  Bridgehoufe 
accounts,  do  not  exceed  50 1.  which 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  queftion 
put,  that  the  chamberlain  do  not 
pay  the  lord  mayor  more  than  the 
Juni  of  3521.  19  s.  of  the  balance 
.due  to  his  lordlhip  out  of  the  am- 
ple allowance  given  by  this  city. 


This  caufed  frelh  debates,  which 
lafted  for  a  confiderable  time;  the 
lord  mayor  declined  to  put  the 
queftion  for  fome  time,  but  hav- 
ing confented,  the  queftion  being 
put,  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Advice  was  this  day  received, 
that  the  Fairy  floop  of  war,  and 
the  Veftal  frigate,  being  cruifing 
on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,  they 
fell  in  with  and  took  an  American 
packet,  on  board  of  which  was 
Mr.  Laurens,  Prefident  of  the 
Congrefs. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Laurens  per- 
ceived the  Englilh  armed  boat 
make  up  to  the  vefl'el  in  which  he 
was,  he  threw  the  box  that  con- 
tained the  letters  overboard  ;  but 
the  lead  that  was  annexed  to  it 
proving  infufficient  for  finking  it 
immediately,  one  of  the  daring 
tars  belonging  to  the  Veftal  leaped 
from  the  boat,  and  kept  it  afloat 
till  the  reft  affifted  him  in  recover- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  bound  to  Hol- 
land, with  a  commiffion  from  the 
Congrefs ;  and  the  purport  of  his 
bufinefs,  it  is  faid,  was  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  muft  have  produced  hofti- 
lities  between  this  country  and  the 
States,  if  this  accident  had  not 
intervened.  The  papers  are  of 
confequence  which  have  been  found 
in  the  box  above-mentioned;  they 
contain  an  explicit  detail  of  his 
bufinefs  with  the  States,  and  a  fuH 
defcription  of  his  powers  and  com- 
miffion there. 

On  Friday,  Oftober  6th,  about 
twelve  o'clock,  purfuant  to  an  or- 
der for  that  purpofe,  Mr.  Laurens 
was  brought  in  a  hackney-coach  to 
Lord  Germaine's  Office,  accompa- 
nied only  by  Mr.  Addington.  The 
Earl  of  HiUlborough,  Lord  Vifr 

[P]  3  count 
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count  Stormont,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine,  three  of  his  majefty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  at- 
tended by  his  majefty's  Solicitor- 
general,  being  prefent,  Mr.  Lau- 
rens went  under  a  long  examina- 
tion, which  lafled  till  near  fix 
o'clock,  when  a  warrant  of  com- 
initment  was  made  out,  figned  by 
the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  com- 
mitting him  a  clofe  prifoner  to 
the  Tower.  Mr.  Laurens  was  con- 
veyed  privately  foon  afterwards,  as 
before,  in  a  hackney-coach,  ac- 
companied by  two  military  oncers, 
and  twb  meffehgers,  who  were  like- 
Kvife  named  in  the  warrant.  They 
arrived  at  the  Tower  about  feven 
o'clock,  and  delivered  their  pri- 
foncr  into  the  cuftody  of  the  go- 
vernor. 

In  confequence  of  an  ad- 
drefs  to  hismajefty,  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  dated  the  6th 
of  July  laft,  the  claims  of  a  confi- 
derabJe  number  of  fufferers  by  the 
late  rebellious  infurreftions,  have 
fceen     laid    before    the    Board    of 


9th. 


and  tore  up  large  trees  by  the 
roots  ;  all  the  windows  on  the  8. 
fide  of  the  church  were  broken  by 
tiles  from  the  adjacent  houfes. 
The  time  of  its  duration  at  Ham- 
merfmith  did  not  exceed  four  mi- 
nutes. At  Roehampton  a  barn 
with  fome  poor  people  in  it  was 
blown  down,  and  feven  out  of  ele- 
ven were  fent  to  the  hofpital ;  a 
flable  full  of  horfes  was  likewife 
deftroyed.  The  effefts  of  the  light-! 
ning  on  the  ground  of  the  fields, 
and  of  the  llorm  on  the  largeil 
trees,  was  moft  aftonilhing,  and 
ftill  continue  to  draw  a  concourfe 
of  fpeftators.  It  has  been  faid, 
but  we  do  not  vouch  it,  that  the 
ftorm  carried  a  large  tree  clear  acrofs 
the  Thames. 

The  violent  ftorm,  which  did  fo 
much  damage  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London,  was  ftill  more  {e~ 
verely  felt  at  Cherburgh  on  the 
coaft  of  France,  where  feveral  fliips 
were  driven  out  of  the  bay;  the 
fea  rofe  to  an  alarming  height;  at 
Vologne   the  convent  was   ftruck 


Works,    the  principal    officers  of    with  the   lightning;  in   the  foreft 
which  have  made  a  report  thereof    of  Tour  le  Ville  ihe  trees  were  fet 


to  the  Lords  of  the  T^eafury. 

1  A  moft  violent  v/hirhvind 

,^  *  or  tornado  burft  on  Ham- 
merfmith,  Roehampton,  Rich- 
mond, Kinglion,  and  the  envi- 
rons. The  ftorm  feems  to  have 
come  in  ,one  direftion  from  S.  to 


on  fire  by  the  flafties,  which  were 
jnceflant  for  fome  time:  in  fliort, 
the  inhabitants  on  that  part  of  th« 
coaft  for  many  miles  were  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confternation. 

The  council-houfe  at  SaJifbory, 
a  buildirs'7  ereded  about  200  vears 


N.  it  beat   open    the    S.  door   of  ago,  and  containing  the  law  courts, 

Hammerfmith   church,    though    a  was  burnt  down.     It  was  obferved 

very    ftrong   one,   and    the  chan-  on  fire  at  five  in  the  morning,  and 

delier  becoming  a  conduftor  to  the  extinguifhed   by    nine.      Happily 

lightning,  it  paft  directly  through  the  charters,  pi6lures,  and  furni-r 

the   church,   and  beat  out  a  very  ture,  were  faVed. 
large  Gothic  window  on  the  north         Mr.  Langdale,  the  diftil-  , 

•fide,    which    was    full    of    ftrong  ler,  whofe  houfes  were  de-       ' 

workraanihip    both    in    iron    and  ftroyed   by  the  rioters  the  begin- 

ftone ;     tore  down     the    fronts    of  ning  of  June  laft,  brought  his  ac- 

fome    houfes,   blew  down    v^'alls,  tjo'n  a-gainft  the  lord  i^ayor  by  ar- 

.;  ■       ■    ^  n'H. 
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r€ft,  for  the  recovery  of  40,000!. 
being  a  lofs  fuftained  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  city  magiftrates. 

„  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
^"**  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol- 
lowing perfons  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Anne  Lavender,  for 
ftealing  a  metal  watch,  a  pair  of 
ftone  buciclcs,  a  diamond  ring, 
and  feme  apparel,  the  property  of 
Mary  Adams,  at  her  houfe  in 
Southampton-ftreet,  Bloomihury; 
James  Johnfon  and  Richard  Brown, 
for  ftealing  two  geldings,  the  pro- 
perty of  James  Crow,  out  of  his 
field  at  Edinford,  in  Bedfordfhire  ; 
Richard  Hapgood,  for  llfaling  a 
quantity  of  wearing  apparel,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
houfe  in  Hatton-ftreet ;  George 
Bifliop,  a  letter-carrier  in  the  Ge- 
neral Poll-OfEce,  for  felonioufly 
fecreting  a  letter  fent  by  the  poft 
from  Burnley  in  Lancalhire,  from 
Mr.  Greenwood,  direded  to  MefT. 
Hitchen  and  Wood,  in  Chandois- 
flreet,  containing  a  bill  of  ex- 
change to  the  value  of  30  1.  and 
which  was  found  concealed  between 
two  boards  in  a  cellar,  part  of  the 
apartments  of  the  prifoner,  in  Jeru- 
falem- court;  Margaret  M'Ciach- 
lan  and  Mary  Allen,  for  robbing 
Wiliiam  Copping,  in  a  dwelling- 
houfe,  whom  they  ftabbcd  in  the 
face,  and  threatened  to  dig  out 
his  eyes ;  and  Richard  Hill,  for 
dealing  linen  to  the  value  of  27  1. 
in  thedwelling-houfeof  Mr.  Lewis, 
oppofite  the  Manfion-houfe. 

A  young  man  was  tried  at  the 
above  feffions  on  a  charge  of  bur- 
glary and  robbery ;  all  the  fafts 
were  ilrongly  againft  him,  but  a 
point  of  law  faved  his  life;  the 
breaking  and  entering  was  juft 
upon  the  eve  of  the  day,  and  hap- 
pened not  tp  be  after  dark ;  the 


26th. 


recorder  therefore  obferved  to  the 
jury,  that  the  prifoner  was  entitled 
to  acquittal  for  the  burglary;  but 
he  was  found  guilty  of  the  felo- 
ny, and  the  recorder  immediately 
pronounced  fentence  of  three  year* 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames. 
The  judge  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
nicety  of  the  law  queftion  which 
preferved  him  from  a  capital  con- 
viction, and  not  any  mitigation  of 
the  real  faft  charged ;  that  for  fo 
heinous  an  offence  it  was  neceflary 
to  make  an  example  to  deter  fuch 
daring  offenders  in  future, 

A  court  of  common- 
council  was  held  at  Guild- 
hall, when  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  to  defend  the  lord 
mayor  and  (heriffs  in  the  fuit  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Langdale,  after  a 
debate,  and  the  opinion  of  the  re- 
corder, which  went  direftly  to 
that  end. 

A  motion  to  difcharge  an  alder- 
man with  the  cofts  of  a  contro- 
verfy  between  him  and  his  parifh, 
as  to  the  right  of  ferving  church- 
warden, was  adjourned. 

The  expences  of  courts  of  con- 
fervancy  were  limited  to  300  1.  in 
every  mayoralty.  The  vacancies 
in  all  committees  were  ordered  to 
be  filled  up  at  a  fecond  court. 

A  motion  was  made,  feconded, 
and  refolved,  that  the  court  have 
infpedion  of  all  bills  drawn  upon 
the  corporation,  and  that  no  mo- 
ney be  paid  out  of  the  chamber 
without  the  fpecial  direftion  of 
the  court  of  common  -  council. 
Some  obfervations  upon  former  ac- 
counts were  mentioned,  which  re- 
quired a  nicer  enquiry  into  all  fu- 
ture claims,  that  thejuftice  of  them 
may  be  alcertained. 

This  day  the  new  parlia- 
ment met;  his  majefty  as     ^ 
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ufual  afcended  the  throne  in  his 
royal  robes ;  and  being  feat'ed.  Sir 
Fra.  Molineux,  gentleman  ufher  of 
the  black  rod,  was  fent  with  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
commanding  their  attendance, 
when  his  majefty's  pleafure  was 
fignified  totbem  by  the  lord  chan- 
tjellor,  that  they  fhould  return  to 
their  Houfe  and  chufe  a  fppaker, 
to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty  for 
his  royal  approbation  the  next  day 
at  two  o'clock.  They  accordingly 
chofe  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall, 
Efq. 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
thechrilleningof  the  young  prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun- 
cil-Chamber, by  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  named  Alfred. 
The  fponfors  were  his  Royal  High- 
nefs the  Prince  of  Wales,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Biftiop 
of  Ofnaburgh,  and  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  Royal. 

A  fefljon  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  gaol  delivery  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  England, 
was  held  before  Sir  James  Marriot, 
knt.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  and  Mr.  Jullice  Heath ; 
when  James  Robinfon  was  tried  for 
piratically  and  felonioufly  running 
away  with  a  merchant  brig,  called 
the  Hermione,  in  the  Jamaica 
trade.  The  jury  acquitted  the  pri- 
foner. 

There  being*  no  other  bills  of 
jndidment  found  by  the  grand 
jury,  the  court  was  adjourned. 
There  were  many  other  prifoners 
remanded  to  prifon  till  next  fe[- 
iions. 

Paris,  O^.  15.  M.  de  Sartine, 
th"  niniller  oi  the  marine,  is  dif- 
jnihed.  On  Friday  la(l,  at  two 
©'clock,  M,  Amelot,  Miniller  and 
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Secretary  of  State,  went  to  him  ift 
the  name  of  the  king,  and  de- 
manded his  ftate  papers.  It  is 
faid,  that  he  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  from  the  king,  who  thanked 
him,  in  obliging  terms,  for  his 
fervices  in  the  marine. 

The  fuccefTor  in  the  above  im- 
portant port,  is  M.  de  Caiftres, 
lieutenant-general,  and  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Gendarmerie; 
and  yellerday  morning  he  went  to 
Marly,  where  the  court  is  at  pre- 
fent,  and  there  took  the  oaths  to 
the  king  in  quality  of  miniller  of 
the  marine. 

Died.  At  Staunton,  Cumber- 
land, Mrs,  M.  Smith,  aged  104. 

At  Fintray,  Scotland,  J.  Tay- 
lor, aged  108. 

At  Taunton,  James  Codring- 
ton,  Efq;  aged  104. 

At  Winchefter,  Mrs.  Clark,  aged 
105. 

In  Bright's  Alley,  Gray's-Inn- 
lane,  Elizabeth  Swanbrook,  aged 
III. 

Mrs.  Bradlhaw,  formerly  of 
Drury-lane  theatre.  The  circum- 
ftances  of  her  death  are  worth  relat- 
ing. She  had  a  few  years  ago  adopt- 
ed a  young  girl ;  but  the  uncom- 
mon care  which  (he  had  taken  of 
her  education,  and  the  fatal  con- 
fequence  which  has  attended  the 
want  of  fuccefs  of  her  adopted, 
makes  it  now  believed  that  fhc 
was  really  Mrs.  Bradfhaw's  own 
daughter;  for,  upon  her  return 
from  France,  Ihe  was  engaged  to 
dance  at  Plymouth  ;  but  whether 
from  the  length  of  the  dance,  the 
timidity  of  the  performer,  or  the 
ill  nature  or  ignorance  of  the  au- 
dience, fhe  was  hilTed.  The  efteft 
this  misfortune  had  upon  Mrs. 
Bradlhaw  was  truly  tragical.  She 
fell  into  his  inltantly,  was  convey- 
ed 


CHRONICLE. 


1^33 


ed  home  raving  mad,  and  died  in 
a  fliort  time  after. 


NOVEMBER. 

rt  The  lofTes  fuftained  by  va- 
'  rious  perfons  during  the  riots, 
as  delivered  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
^mounted,  previous  to  the  adver- 
tifements  from  that  office,  to 
130,000!.  Since  thofe  advertife- 
ments  feveral  other  articles  have 
been  given  in,  fuch  as  Newgate, 
a  prifon  in  the  Borough,  ;he  toll- 
houfes  on  Black  -  Friars  -  bridge, 
&c.  So  that  on  the  prefent  lift 
the  damages  amount  to  about 
l8o,oool. 

Oxford,  Nov.  2.  Lnft  week  di- 
vers tradefmen  of  this  city  were 
defrauded  of  fums  to  the  amount 
of  upwards  of  lool.  by  a  female 
fliarper  of  very  genteel  addrefs  and 
appearance,  who  had  made  Ox- 
ford her  refidence  for  about  three 
weeks  part,  in  company  with  a 
perfon  who  fpoke,  or  affefted  to 
fpeak,  broken  Engliih,  and  whom 
Ihe  called  her  hufband.  This  fraud 
was  effefted  by  negociating  falfe 
and  counterfeit  notes  on  copper- 
plate cheques.  Thofe  put  off  here 
were  filled  up  in  an  exceeding  good 
hand  payable  to  Robert  Pearce 
or  order  at  a  banker's  in  Lom- 
bard-ftreet,  London  ;  the  laft  in- 
dorfer,  A.  Clifford  j  and  it  feems 
the  lady  had  daily  praftifed  the 
art  of  going  from  fhop  to  (hop  in 
an  affable  way,  purchafing  trifles 
with  ready  mojiey,  and  telling  the 
people  fhe  fhould  be  a  better  cuf- 
tomer  hereafter,  being  come  to 
make  a  confiderable  flay.  Having 
thus  made  a  flight  acquaintance, 
the  day  (he  left  Oxford  fhe  went 
Tound  and  took  up  filver  and  other 


goods,  every  where  taking  change 
out  of  her  counterfeit  notes.  Th^ 
feveral  articles  thus  taken  up  they 
likewife  found  means  to  carry  ofF 
laft  Friday  night,  affilled  by  a 
third  perfon,  their  accomplice,  and 
who  went  off  with  them  privately 
after  dark  in  the  fame  poft  chaife. 
Upon  breaking  open  the  door  of 
the  apartment  where  they  lodged, 
in  a  large  leather  trunk  (fuppofed 
to  contain  their  wearing  apparel, 
which  they  alfo  left  locked)  were 
found  only  a  couple  of  walking 
flicks. 

In  the  Court  of  King*s 
Bench,  the  Attorney  Gene- 


loth. 


ral  prefented  a  bill  of  indiftment 
againft  George  Gordon,  Efq;  com- 
monly called  Lord  Geo,  Gordon, 
to  the  grand  jury,  which  they  very 
foon  returned,  finding  a  true  bill. 

Mr.  Dunning  obtained  a  . 

mandamus  from  the  court  ^  ' 
of  King's  Bench  to  transfer  ftock 
at  the  bank,  which  was  refufed  by 
the  diredors,  on  pretence  that  baf-  ' 
tards  could  not  devife  by  will ; 
which  was  held  nugatory. 

The  report  was  made  to  , 
his  majefty  in  council,  of  5  • 
the  prifoners  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgale,  who  were  con- 
vifted  laft  September  feffions,  when 
the  following  were  ordered  for 
execution  on  Wednefday  the  22d  , 
inftant,  viz.  Samuel  Baker,  Stew- 
ard Montague,  Thomas  Cox,  Jo- 
feph  Freeman,  Mary  Gardner, 
Jofeph  Carter,  Abraham  Danford, 
and  William  Newton,  Benjamin 
Kinder,  and  Thomas  Humphreys. 

The  following  wereielpiteJdur- 
ing  his  majefty'splearure,  viz.  John 
Harris,  Grace  Maddcicks,  George 
Duffey,  and  George  Watfon. 

This  evening  came  oh  by  peti. 
tion,  before  the  twelve  judges  at 

Scr- 
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Serjeant's-Inn-hall,    the    cafe   of  on.    The  book-keepers,  feeing  the 

IWr.  Hart,  againft  the  benchers  of  direction  the  fame,  and  the  poft- 

Gray's-Inn,    for  refufing   to  call  mark  on  it,  they  ufually  gave  me 

him  to  the  bar  on  account  of  his  what  I  alked  for,  on  paying  their 

having  taken  the  benefit  of  an  A<5t  demand. 

oflnfolvency;  when,  after  hearing         The  following  are  the  principal 

counfel,  they  were  unanimoully  of  tranfaftions  I  have  been  concerned 

opinion  that  the  petition  be  dif-  in,  which  I  can  at  prefent  recoU 


zzd. 


mifled.     All  the  judges  were  pre 
/eat  on  the  occaHon. 

This  morning  the  fol- 
lowing malefaftors  were  car- 
ned  in  three  carts  from  Newgate 
to  Tyburn,  where  they  were  all 
executed  according  to  their  fen- 
tence,  viz.  William  Edwards, 
Steward  Montague,  Samuel  Baker, 
Abraham  Danford,  William  New- 
ton, Thomas  Cox,  Benjamin  Kin- 
der,  Mary  Gardner,  and    Jofeph 


lea: 

In  September  1777,  I  got  a  par- 
cel fent  from  Norwich,  directed  to 
Smith,  Wright,  and  Gray,  which 
contained  bills  to  the  amount  of 
500I.  and  upwards  ;  one  of  them 
for  216I.  5  s.  was  drawn  on  Mr. 
GaufTen,  in  St.  Helen's,  which  I 
carried  for  acceptance,  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  give  me  the 
cafh,  allowing  him  the  difcount.  I 
wrote  John  Watkins  on  the  bill. 


Carter,  who  was  drawn  on  a  fledge,     and  likewife  on  the  draft,  which 
They  all  behaved  very  penitentlv  ;     Mr.  Gauffen  paid  me  ;  the  amount 


particularly  Danford,  who  left  the 
following  curious  paper  in  the 
hands  of  the  ordinary. 

Neivgate  Cells ^  No'v.  2I,  1780. 
*'  Seniible  of  the  injuries  I  have 
committed  againft  many  people 
v.ho  have  been  defrauded  by  me, 
and  having  nothing  before  me  but 
the  profpe^tof  a  fpeedy  diflbiution, 
and  an  ignominious  one  ;  as  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  make  any  redi- 
tu tion  to  the  feveral  perfons  who 
have  been  injured  by  me,  but  do 
for   their    fatisfaftion    declare   the 


I  received  in  caih  at  the  Bank  of 
England.  Two  Diore  of  the  bills 
1  left  for  acceptance,  and  the  others 
I  deilroyed. 

In  July,  1778, 1  obtained  a  box 
at  the  Bull  and  Mouih  Inn  fent 
from  Birmingham  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  hearing  the  feve- 
ral parcels  called  over,  1  fixed  on 
a  box  directed  to  Mr.  Ford,  Lom- 
bard-ltreet ;  I  had  a  letter  in  my 
pocket  with  the  Birmingham  poft- 
mark  on  it,  and  went  to  a  pubiic- 
houfe  juft  by  and  wrote  the  fame 


principal  tranfaiftions  I  have  been  direftion  as  on  the  box.     On  fhew.- 

guilty  of,  or  concerned  in.             ~  ing  the  letter  to  the  book-keeper. 

The   method    I  chiefly  put   in  he  iirimediatf  ly  gave  me  the  box, 

praftice  wa?  forging  the  poftmark  which  I  carried  to  Cljeapfide,  took 

of  different  towns,  which  I  put  on  a    coach    heme,    opened   it,    and 

a  piece  of   paper    made    up   as  a  found  upwards  of  tool,  in  cafbj, 

letter,  and  then  went  to  the  inns  and  fome  bills  ;    feveral  I  nego- 

wheie  the  couches  came,  and  heard  ciated,  and  the  others  I  returned 

the  parcels  ciilled  over  ;   then  went  in  a  cover  to  Birmingham,  to  the 

to  a  public  houfe  near,  and  wrote  perfons  who  fent  them,  Mefl".Whit- 

th'ediredion  on  the  letter  the  fame  worth  and  Yates.     Two  of  thefe 

as  was  on  the  parcel  I  had  fixed  bills  X  negociatcd  at  Hazard's  for 

tickets ; 
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tickets ;  two  with  Mr.  Cox  for 
gold ;  and  one  with  Mr.  Crafton 
for  (lockings,  which  his  man  car- 
ried to  a  box-maker,  in  Bifhops- 
gate-ftreet,  where  I  bought  a  box 
to  pack  them  in.  I  indorfed  thpfe 
bills  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Downer,  Tooley-ftreet,  and  after- 
wards conveyed  the  box  to  Mr. 
Ford's  houfe,  and  there  left  it. 

Soon  after,  I  obtained  a  parcel 
direded  to  Sir  William  Lemon 
and  Go.  wherein  was  a  letter  and 
account,  the  writing  of  which  ap- 
peared very  much  like  mine.  I 
copied  the  letter  with  an  addition, 
deiiring  them  to  purchafe  25  lot- 
tery tickets,  which  I  afterwards 
underftood  they  did  ;  I  defined 
they  might  be  delivered  to  a  per- 
fon  who  would  call  for  them  ;  I 
fcnt  a  ticket  porter  for  them,  who 
foon  returned,  and  faid  they  would 
not  deliver  them. 

Soon  after  I  began  praftifing  the 
invention  of  the  poft-mark,  I  went 
to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Bifhop's- 
gate-ftreet,  and  fixed  on  a  parcel 
from  Lynn,  directed,  I  think,  to 
Me/r.  Boydells,  CaiHe-ilreet,  Lei- 
cefter-fields-— I  produced  the  letter, 
and  received  the  parcel ;  on  open- 
ing it,  I  found  it  contained  only 
a  parcel  of  livery  cloaths,  and 
a  letter;  1  found  by  the  letter 
that  Meff.  Boydells  were  in- 
debted to  the  perfon  who  fent  the 
cloaths  about  30 1.  (I  think  his 
name  was  Curtis) — I  wrote  a  let- 
ter, inftead  of  the  other,  as  com- 
ing from  Mr.  Curtis,  telling  them 
J  had  burnt  my  hand,  and  that  I 
could  not  write  myfelf,  but  had 
got  a  neighbour  to  write  for  me, 
and  I  drew  a  bill  at  fight  for  25  1. 
which  they  paid  to  the  porter  I 
fent  for  the  money.  1  was  afraid 
-it  would  not  fuit  Meff.  Boydells 


to  pay  the  bill  at  fight ;  and  to 
deceive  them  the  more,  I  defired 
them  in  the  letter  to  enquire 
about  a  ticket  in  the  State  Lottery, 
which  I  knew  was  drawn  a  500I. 
prize  a  few  days  before,  telling 
them  it  was  the  property  of  myfelf 
(meaning  Curtis),  and  if  it  was 
a  prize,  I  would  fend  it  to  them  to 
fell  for  me. 

Another  parcel  I  obtained  from 
the  Bell  and  Crown,  Holborn, 
direfted  for  Mr.  Fox,  Cheapfide, 
containing  a  piece  of  Irifh  cloth^ 
and  feveral  bills,  two  of  which  I 
negociated  ;  one  of  them  was 
dratvn  on  Smith,  Wright,  and 
Gray,  for  50I.  which  I  paid  Hornfby 
and  Pearce  for  lottery  tickets ;  the 
others,  about  20 1.  I  received  in 
cafli.  Another  parcel  I  obtained 
from  the  King's-arms,  Snow-hill, 
direfled  to  Mr.  Bedford,  Friday- 
ftreet,  containing  fome  dimity,  &c. 
which  I  fold  for  what  I  could  get. 

I  alfo  obtained  a  baflcet  from 
the  Spread  Eagle,  Gracechurch 
ftreet,  direfted  to  Mr.  Stock,  linen- 
draper,  containing  a  goofe,  and  a 
bill  on  Mr.  Branwaite,  which  he 
accepted,  and  I  negociated  it  at  a 
refiner's,  in  Caftle-itreet,  near  Al- 
der fgate-ltreet. 

I  was  the  fole  aftor,  and  had  no 
accomplices,  in  all  the  above 
frauds ;  and  I  hope  no  perfon  will 
ever  refledl  on  my  poor  wife  and 
children,  or  fuppofe  they  were  in 
any  manner  concerned  with  me. 
I  folemnly  declare  they  are  per- 
feftly  innocent,  and  were  never 
acquainted  with  any  one  fraud  I 
have  committed.  I  make  this  con- 
feflion  voluntarily,  for  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  the  many  perfons  that 
have  been  injured  by  me,  and 
prevent  fufpicion  from  being  call 
on  innocent  perfons,  having  fre- 
qaently 
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quently  difcovered  that  was  the 
confequence  of  the  frauds  I  prac- 
tifed.  I  declare  this  folemnly  to 
be  a  true  and  voluntafy  confef- 
ixon. 

Abraham  Danpord." 

Witnefs,  J.  Villete, 
Ordinary  of  Newgate. 

His  majefty  was  pleafed  to  re- 
fpite  Thomas  Humphreys  and  Jo- 
feph  Freeman,  until  further  figni- 
£cation  of  the  royal  pleafure. 

Of  the  convifts  under  fentence 
ef  death,  the  following  are  order- 
ed for  execution  on  Wednefday  the 
39th,  viz.  George  Biftiop,  Robert 
Hill,  and  Margaret  M'Lochlan. 

The  following  are  refpited:  Ann 
Lavender,  Rich.  Hapgood,  James 
Johnfon,  and  Richard  Brown. 
,  This  being  the  day  ap- 

'  *  pointed  for  the  eleft ion  of  a 
reprefentative  for  this  city  in  parlia- 
ment, in  the  room  of  the  late 
Alderman  Kirkman,  the  drawing 
of  the  lottery  at  Guildhall  ceafed 
at  ten  o'clock.  About  twelve, 
near  a  thoufand  liverymen  were  af- 
.fcmbled,  and  the  IherifTs,  having 
waited  for  the  lord  mayor  till  near 
one  o'clock,  afcended  the  huftings 
in  his  abfence,  with  the  Aldermen 
Townfend,  Bull,  Wilkes,  Saw- 
..bridge,  Hayley,  Thomas,  Clarke, 
Burnell,  attended  by  the  city  offi- 
cers. The  writ  for  the  eiedion, 
and  the  adl  of  parliament  againft 
bribery  being  read,  the  lord  mayor, 
and  all  the  aldermen  not  in  parlia- 
ment, were  then  put  in  nomina- 
tion, and  diftjnguilhed  accurately 
in  the  popular  manner,  according 
to  ancient  cuftom  ;  but  the  whole 
fhew  of  hands  being  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  he  was  declared 
by  the  IheriiFs  duly  eleded. 


This  being  St.  Andrew's  '  , 
day,  the  Royal  Society  held  ^ 
their  anniverfary  meeting  at  their 
apartments  in  Somerfet-place,whea 
the  Prefident  (Mr.  Banks)  in  the 
name  of  the  fociety,  prefented  the 
gold  medal  (called  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley's)  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Vince,  for  his  paper,  entitled  "  An 
Inveftigation  of  the  Principles  of 
Progreffive  and  Rotatory  Motion." 
The  prefident  on  this  occafion  de- 
livered a  fhort  but  elegant  oration 
on  the  great  utility  of  Mr.  Vince's 
paper. 

Died,  At  Boxford,  Herts, 
Thomas  Field,  a  labouring  man, 
aged  102.  His  .father  was  104, 
his  uncle  93,  his  brother  9^,  and 
fcarce  any  of  the  family  have  died 
under  ninety. 

At  Bally  nakill, in  Queen's  Coun-- 
ty,  Ireland,  Mr.  J.  Woodworth, 
aged  112. 

At  Celbridge,  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  Mrs.  Mary  M*K.ee,  aged 
110. 

Near  Stevenage,  Mr.  J.  Thorpe, 
aged  109. 


DECEMBER. 

Was  tried  in  the  Court  of  , 
Common-Pleas,  Weftminfter, 
before  Lord  Loughborough,  by  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caule  between  Juf- 
tice  Wilmot,  for  damages,  by  the 
deftruftion  of  his  houfe  at  Bethnal- 
grecn  and  in  Worfhip-ftreet,  and 
damage  in  his  garden,  plaintiff, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrift 
of  Bethnal-green,  defendants.  Af- 
ter hearing  evidence,  and  the  re- 
ports of  the  furveyors  employed 
by  both  parties,  the  jury  went 
out,  and  having  ftaid  about  half 
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*n  hour,  returned  with  a  verdifl 
for  the  plaintiff,  for  the  repair  of 
the  houfes  on  Bethnal-green  and 
in  Worfliip-ltreet,  625  1.  and  fpe- 
cial,  in  the  words  of  the  Ad,  for 
furniture  deftroyed  by  perfons  af- 
fembled,  700 1.  alfo  for  damage 
done  to  the  garden  by  the  rioters, 
30  1. 

,  Thonnias  Dill  was  tried  at 
7  the  Old  Bailey  for  the  mur- 
der of  Robert  Curfon,  a  young 
furgeon,  pupil  to  Dr.  Ford.  The 
deceafed  was  vifiting  an  old  gen- 
tleman, who  laboured  under  a  vio- 
lent paralytic  complaint.  The 
prifoner  was  charged  with  having 
affaulted  the  deceafed  while  he  was 
in  the  apartment  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman, in  whofe  prefence  he  was 
charged  with  having  beat  the  de- 
■ceafed  in  a  very  cruel  manner ; 
and  with  having  afterwards  pufhed 
him  out  of  the  window,  three  fto- 
ries  high  into  the  ftreet,  by  which 
the  deceafed  had  his  Ikull  fradur- 
ed  to  pieces,  and  was  killed  on 
the  fpot. 

There  was  only  one  witnefs  who 
could  fpeak  pofitively  to  the  faft  ; 
and  this  was  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  the  deceafed  was  vifiting  as 
a  patient,  when  he  was  afiaulted 
by  the  prifoner.  He  was  90  years 
of  age,  and  fo  deaf,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  could  hear,  and 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  fo  afflidled 
with  the  paify,  that  he  could  bare- 
ly anfwer  by  the  monofyllables 
Yes  and  No.  As  therefore  it  was 
impofiible  for  him  to  give  the 
court  a  narrative  of  the  melancho- 
ly buftnefs,  the  coUnfel  for  the 
profecution  were  going  to  put  what 
they  called  leading  queftions,  by 
which  they  would  have  told  the 
particulars  ihemfelvcs,  and  would 
have  required  only  the  monofyll^- 


ble  Yes  from  the  witnefs  to  con- 
firm  the  fuggeftions  contained  ia 
their   queftions  :    bat    the    court 
would  not  fulFer  this,  as  it  was  to- 
tally inconfiftent  with  the  prafticc 
of  the  courts  of  juftice  :  however, 
this  was  an  occafion  on  which  thi« 
praftice  might  perhaps  have  been 
aifpenfed  with,   without  the  leaft 
violation  of  juftice  :  particularly  as 
there  was  fome  ground,  from  what 
dropped  from  feveral  perfons  ex- 
amined on  the  trial,  that  this  was 
the  fecond  murther  with  which  the 
prifoner  had  been  charged.     The 
court,  however,  was  determined  { 
and  as  the  old  gentleman  was  dif- 
abled   by  infirmities   from   giving 
fuch  teftimony  as  the  court  would 
receive,  the  prifbner  efcaped  ffom 
the  hands  of  juftice,  to  the  vifible 
mortification  of  every  one  in  court. 
The  mother  of  the  deceafed  was 
in  one  of  the  galleries ;  and  whea 
fhe  underftood    that   the   prifoner 
was  difcharged,  (he  broke  out  into 
the  mod  frantick  rage,  and  prayed 
that  the  blood  of  her  child  might 
fall  upon   the  heads  of  both  court 
and  jury    for   fufFering   his   mur- 
therer    to   efcape   with    impunity. 
When  fhe  had  fpent  her  rage  in 
bitter    imprecations,    fhe    fainted 
away;  and   the   court   feeling    no 
fpark  of  refentment,  for  what  they 
knew   to  be  extremely  natural  in 
an   afHifted   parent,   called  out  to 
the  people  near  her,  and  requeued 
that  they  would  kindly  take  care 
of  her,  and ,  fee  that   fhe  did  not 
hurt    herfelf    while    out    of    her 
fenfes. 

This  morning  was  tried  in  , 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  9'"' 
before  Mr.  Juflice  Afhhurft,  a 
caufe  wherein  ]!v4r.  J.  Maberley, 
of  Little  Queen. tlreet,  v/as  plain- 
tiff", and  two  gentlemen  of  the 
Hundred 
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Hundtied  of  Offulftoti,  defendants. 
The  aftion  was  brought  for  the 
recovery  of  903  1.  for  repairing  his 
houfes  and  Ihops,  and  1159I.  for 
furniture,  flock  in  trade  and  uten- 
fils,  deitroyed  in  the  late  riots. 
The  court  after  examining  feveral 
relpeAable  witneffes,  was  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  juftnefs  of  the 
claims,  and  the  jury  gave  their 
verdiA  accordingly,  making  itfpe- 
cial  for  furniture  and  flock  in 
trade. 

The  fame  day  the  feflion  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol- 
lowing convidls  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Patrick  Madan,  J. 
Bailey  and  William  Chetham,  for 
Healing  in  the  fhop  of  Charks 
Storer,  in  Sidney's-alley,  Lei- 
cefler  -  fquare,  four  gold  watch 
chains  and  thirty-eight  gold  rings  ; 
Elizabeth  Hylett,  for  Healing  four 
guineas  and  a  half  privately  from 
the  perfon  of  James  Winftiip  ;  and 
Tho-  Brown,  for  flealing  a  mare, 
the  property  of  Barnard  Donally  ; 
Michael  Daniel,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Lane  on  the  highway  near  Shep- 
herd's.bufh  of  two  guineas ;  Wil- 
liam Thompfon,  alias  Bennett, 
for  robbing  Mr.  William  Johnfon 
of  fome  money  near  Kilburn 
Wells  ;  Jofeph  Cook,  for  robbing 
Anne  Marfano,in  Palfgrave-place, 
of  7  s.  or  8  s.  and  ufing  her  very 
cruelly    and    indecently  ;    Jofeph 

Caddie,  for  breaking  open  the 
dwelling  houfe  of  Mary  Newftead, 

with  intent  to  fteal  her  goods,  &c. 
nine  were  fcntenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  river  Thames  ;  19  to  hsrd 
labour  in  the  Houfe  of  Corredlion  ; 
fix  to  be  privately  whipped,  and 
one  pablickly  ;  and  fix  delive.'-ed 

on  proclamation. 

,  A  motion  was  made  be- 

'3^"'    fore  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
I 


In  Lincoln's-inn-Hall,  to  fet  afid« 
a  late  order  againft  Mr.  Morris^ 
for  contempt  of  court,  in  not 
obeying  an  order  to  bring  the: 
body  of  Mifs  Harfofd,  with  whom 
hd  had  eloped  in  her  infancy, 
Mr.  Erfkine,  as  council  for  Mr. 
Morris,  contended,  that  feveral 
mal-pradlices  had  been  ufed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  late  proceedings  ; 
that  the  affidavits  were  at  leaft  ir- 
regular, if  ncit  falfe  ;  that  the  bills 
filed  were  antedated  ;  aJid  that 
though  he  could  not  undertake  to 
invalidate  the  accuracy  of  the  Re- 
gifler  Offices,  yet  the  plaintiffs 
Ihould  be  obliged  on  oath  to  prove 
the  authenticity  of  the  dates  ;  his 
client  having  left  Engknd  previous 
to  any  procefs  being  inftituted 
againli  him  in  Chancery,  and  con- 
fcquently  the  late  order  fhould  be 
fet  afide.  Thefe  were  the  princi- 
pal fafts  on  which  the  motion  was 
founded.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
obferved,  that  he  could  not  fet 
afide  a  motion  of  his  predecefTor, 
or  fuppofe  it  improvidently  grant- 
ed, upon  bare  afi'ert'ions  only  ;  and 
thjlt  Mr.  Morris  fhould  have  come 
prepared  to  contradift  the  grounds 
on  which  the  order  was  made,  by 
well-attefted  affidavits;  that  he  was 
ready  then,  or  at  any  other  time, 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  hearing,  and 
to  receive  fuch  teftimonyif  it  could 
be  produced;  but  that  till  fuch 
evidence  could  be  fairly  brought 
before  him,  he  could  not,  in  his 
ov/n  opinion,  fet  afide  the  order. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  therefore  de- 
clined giving  any  judgment,  and 
the  motion  for  difcharging  the  or- 
der is  to  be  made  again  de  novo,  and 
the  whole  matter  re-argued. 

The  caufe  between  Mr.  . 

Langdale  plaintiff,  and  the      ^ 
Sua-iire  office  defendant,  came  on 

to 
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to  be  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
^vhen  a  verdiiSt  was  given  againft 
the  plajntifi",  there  being  an  ex- 
ception in  the  policy  of  afTarance 
againft  fires  oicafioned  by  civil  or  mi- 
litary commotions f  &c. 

,  Two  Jew  ladies  of  emi- 

7  *  nence  were  baptized  at  the 
King's-chapel,  St.  James's,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bailey. 

^  ,  Mr.  Morris's  adjourned 

motion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  be  releafed  from  the 
order  of  the  late  Chancellor  for  his 
commitment  for  a  contempt,  came 
to  a  final  decifion,  after  many  in- 
genious arguments  and  eloquent 
fpeeches,  as  well  by  Mr.  Morris's 
council,  MefT.MacdonaldjSelwyn, 
and  Erik.ine,as by  the  counfel  againft 
him,  who  vvere  the  Solicitor-gene- 
ral, Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Jack- 
fon.  The  bufinefs  lafted  four 
hours,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the 
Chancellor  was  pleafed  to  deter- 
mine that  he  would  neither  fet 
afide  the  order  nor  enforce  it :  fo 
Mr.  Morris  went  out  of  court,  and 
the  whole  affair  is  juft  as  it  was  be- 
fore it  began. 

A  Society  of  Antiquaries  was 
inlHtuted  this  day  at  Edinburgh. 
An  affociation  of  this  nature  has 
long  been  a  favourite  objeft  of  the 
Earl  of  Buchan.  His  lord  (hip 
communicated  the  plan  he  had 
formed  to  fome  of  the  moft  accom- 
plifhed  and  refpfdtable  gentlemen 
in  this  country,  and  was  happy  to 
iind  that  it  not  only  received  their 
approbation,  butexcited  the  ttrong- 
clt  wifhes  to  fee  an  inftitution, 
which  promlfed  fo  much  utility  to 
the  natition,  cftabliihed  on  a  firm 
and  permanent  bafis.  Embolden- 
ed by  this  encouragement,  his 
lordihip  ventured  at  laft  to  invite 
a   nuailjer  of  jperfons,   v.hqm   he 
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thought  qualified  to  be  members 
of  fuch  an  affociation,  to  meet  at 
his  houfe  on  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber laft.  To  thefe  gentlemen  he 
read  adifcourfe,  containing  a  vievy 
of  the  principal  objeAs  in  the  Hif- 
tory  and  Antiquities  of  Scotland, 
which  required  elucidation,  and 
of  the  regulations  to  be  obferved 
in  the  propofed  fociety  ;  both  of 
which  received  the  unanimous  ap- 
probation of  the  members  prefent. 
At  a  fubfcquent  meeting,  his  lord- 
(hip  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the 
difcourfe  to  be  printed,  that  the 
public  might  have  proper  idea* 
concerning  an  inftitution  fo  inter* 
cfting  to  the  nation.  It  was  thea 
agreed,  that  a  meeting  ftiould  b« 
held  on  Monday  the  14th  curt, 
for  the  purpofe  of  eledling  ofiice 
bearers.  The  members  according- 
ly met,  and  the  bufinefs  of  elec- 
tion being  finiftied,  a  paper  was 
read,  giving  an  account  of  various 
Roman  weapon sdifcovered  in  drag- 
ging the  Marie  from  the  bottom  of 
Doddingfton  Loch  ;  and  we  leaift 
that  the  worthy  proprietor.  Sir 
Alexander  Dick,  is  to  give  fpeci- 
niens  of  them,  to  be  preferved  itt 
the  fociety's  mufeum. 
The  folloving  is  a  liji  of  ths  Office- 
Bearers. 
*'  Prefident,  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  ift  vice  prefi- 
dent, the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Buchan;  zd  vice  prefident,  the 
Hon.  Si"-  John  Dalrymple  Plamil- 
ton  Macgil!,  Bart.  3d  vice  prefi- 
dent, John  Swinton,  of  Swinton, 
Efq;  4th  vice  prefident,  Alexander 
Wright,  Efq;  advocate;  5th  vice 
prefident,  Wm.  Tyler,  of  VVood- 
houflee,  Efq;  trealurer  ;  Sir  Wm. 
Forbes,  of  Pitlligo,  Bart,  fecre- 
tary  ;  James  Cummyng,  Efq;  keep- 
er of  liie  Lyon  Records." 
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Died,  At  Carrickfergus,in  Ire- 
land, Mr.  James  O'Brien,  aged 
114.  He  frrved  as  a  paymafter 
ferjeant  in  the  wars  in  Ireland,'  in 
the  reign  of  James  II. 

Near  Buxton,  Derbyfliire,  Sam. 
Fidler,  aged  105.  He  walked 
from  his  own  houfe  to  Buxton, 
within  three  days  of  his  death, 
which  is  upwards  of  five  miles. 
He  has  been  for  three  years  pall  a 
conftant  attendant  at  St.  Anne's 
Well  in  Buxton,  and  was  fupport- 
ed  chiefly  by  the  company  who  re- 
forted  there  to  drink  the  waters. 

Mr.  Francis  Vivares,  the  cele- 
brated landfcape  engraver. 

At  his  houfe  in  the  Clofe,  Salif- 
bury,  in  the  yzd  year  of  his  age, 
James  Harris,  Efq;  F.  R.S.Truftee 
of  theBritifti  Mufeum,  and  mem- 
ber for  Chriftchurch,  Hants, which 
he  reprefented  in  feveral  fucceflive 
parliaments. — In  the  year  1763  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  was  foon  after  femoved  to  the 
Board  of  Treafury.  In  1774  made 
Secretary  and  Comptroller  to  the 
Queen,  which  poll  he  enjoyed  till 
his  death.  He  was  thefon  of  James 
Harris,  Efq;  and  the  Lady  Eliza- 
beth Afhley  his  wife,  third  daugh-. 
ter  of  Anthony,  zd  Earl  of  Shaftef- 
bury,  and  filler  to  Anthony,  3d 
carl,  the  celebrated  author  of  the 
Charafterillics,  whofe  elegance  and 
refinement  of  tafte  and  manners 
Mr.  Harris  inherited.  In  the 
theory  and  pradice  of  mufic  he 
had  fev/  equals.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  Clofe,  and  educated  there 
under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hele,  in  the 
grammar-fchool  now  kept  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  from  whence^ 
in  the  year  1726,  he  went  to  Wad - 
ham  College,  in  Oxford.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter-  of  John 


Clarke,.  Efq;  of  Sand  ford,  in  Scr- 
mprfetfhire,  by  whom  he  had  fe- 
veral children,  three  of  whom  arc 
ftill  living,  viz.  Sir  James  Harris, 
K.  B.  his  Majefty's  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary and  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary at  the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburg, 
Katharine  Gertrude,  and  Louifa 
Margaret  Harris.  The  world  is 
indebted  to  him  for  feveral  very 
ingenious  and  learned  publica- 
tions, particularly  three  treatifes, 
publilhed  in  1745,  on  Art,  Mufic, 
Painting  and  Poetry,  and  Happi- 
nefs.— In  175  I,  he  publilhed  a  fe- 
cond  volume,  called  Hermes,  or 
a  Philofophical  Enquiry  concerning 
Univerfa,!  Grammar.  In  1775,  his 
Philofophical  Arrangements  made 
their  appearance.  It  is  with  great 
pleafure  that  we  learn  this  gentle- 
man had  finilhed,  juft  before  his 
death,  another  ingenious  work, 
entitled  Philological  Inquiries.  His 
good  qualities  as  a  man  are  well 
known  to  a  large  circle  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance  in  this 
country ;  and  his  great  abilities 
as  an  author  acknowledged  and. 
efteemed  by  the  literati  throughout 
Europe. 

In  Harpur-ftreet,  Dr.  John  Fo- 
thergill,  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  aged  6g.  He  was  born 
near  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  ftudied  at  Edinburgh,  and 
came  to  London  about  the  year 
1740,  without  any  other  patron 
than  his  own  merit,  which  brought 
him  rapidly  into  a  moil  extenfive 
praftice.  He  was  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at 
Edinburgh,  of  the  Royal  and  An- 
tiquarian Societies  in  London,  and 
a  member  of  other  learned  as  well 
as  medical  inftitutions,  in  this  and 
foreign  nations,  in  which  his  great 
reputation  as  a  phyfician  is  univer- 
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fally  eftablifhed.  •  The  exertion  of 
his  great  abilities  was  not  confin- 
ed to  the  pradice  of  medicine  and 
the  Itudy  of  nature,  but  was  unre- 
mittingly employed  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  general  good  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  :  and  as  his  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge,  public  fpirlt, 
and  many  virtues,  were  not  lefs 
eminent  than  his  medical  Ikill,  he 
will  be  defervedly  ranked  among 
theilluftrious  charaftersof  the  pre- 
fent  age. 

Near  Canterbury,  Sir  A.  Man- 
waring,  aged  g6. 

Near  Ellefmere,Shrop(hire,Mrs. 
Eliz.  DaUafs,  aged  103. 

InLincoln's-lnn-fields, Dr.  Gil- 
bert Kennedy,  F.  R.  S.  many  years 
phyfician  to  the  fad.ory  at  Lifbon, 
aged  100. 

At  Barnes,  Mr.  Maycock,  mar- 
ket-gardener at  that  place.  His 
death  was  occafioned  by  the  fhock 
his  fpirits  received  from  the  llorm 
in  Odober  lafl,  during  which  he 
went  to  the  (tables  to  look  after  his 
horfes,  attended  by  his  man,  who 
was  ftruck  down  and  killed  clofe 
to  him  by  a  flafh  of  lighting, 
and  the  ilable  itfelf  forced  to  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  its  ori- 
ginal fituation.:  and,  to  complete 
his  alarm,  part  of  the  room  in 
which  his  wife  was  lying-in  (hav- 
ing been  delivered  but  a  few  days) 
was  torn  away  by  the  violence  of 
the  ilorm. 


General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrijlenings 
and  Burials y  from  December  14., 
1779,  to  December  12,  I780. 


Died  under  two  years  of  age  6810 


Chriflened. 
Males       8^81 
Females  8053 


Buried. 
Males      10206 
Females  1031 1 
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BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1780. 

January. 

The  hdy  of  Lord  Vifc.  Galway, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bt. 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Chal.  Arcedekne,  Efq; 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fane,  a 
daughter.  , 

Lady  of  Right    Hon.   Charles 
Townihend,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Hairy  Tralawney, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  Bagot,  a  daughter. 
February. 

Dutchefs  of  Beaufort,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Right  Hon.  Thoma* 
Townihend,  a  Ion. 

Lady  of  Lord  Vifcount  Mahon, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  K.  B. 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  Hon.  Charles  Finch,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

The  Princefs  of  Afturias,  of  a 
[^3  pripce. 
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prince,  fince  baptized  by.  the  names 
of  Qharles,  Dominico,  Euftbius, 
Raphael,  Jofcph,  Antonio,  Johan- 
no,  Nepomuceno,  Gabriello,  Ju- 
liaon,  Vincent  -  Ferrer,  Andre- 
Avelin,  Louis,  Ferdinand,  Angelo, 
Francifco,  Pafcal,  Joachino,  Caye- 
tan,  Jgnacio,  Emanuclo,  Ray- 
mond, Janiverio,  Francifco  de 
Paulo. 

March. 

The  Countefs  of  Winterton, 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Lord  de  Ferrars, 
a  fon. 

The  Right  Hen.  Lady  Louifa 
Manners,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Cornwallis,  Dean  of  Cahterbury, 
a  fon. 

April. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick, a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Har- 
rington, a  ion  and  heir. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  pf  Stor- 
aaont,  a  fon. 

The  , Right  Hon.  Lady  Kin- 
naird,  a  fon  and  heir. 

M  A  V. 

The  Dutchefs   of  Portland,   a 

fon. 

The  l^dy  of  Sir  Matth.  White 
Ridley,  Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  lady  of Wilfon,  Efq; 

<Jaughter  of  Lady  Greenwich,  a 

ion. 

The  lady  of  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  Bart,  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  John  Blois,  Bart, 
a  daughter. 

June. 

Countefs  of  Radnor,  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Tankerville,  a 
jdaaghier. 

July. 
..    Countefs  of  Shelburne,  a  fon._ 

Countefs  Percy,  a  daughter. 


The  lady  of  John  Ertglifli  Dol- 
ben,  Efq;  a  fon. 

The   lady  of  the    Hon.  Henry 
Stawell  Bilfon  Lepge,  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart* 
a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Tan- 
cre^,  Bart,  a  fon. 

August. 
Lady  of  Sir  William  Lorraine, 
Bart,  a  fon. 

September. 
Lady  Porcherter,  a  fon. 
zzd.  Her  Majesty  fafely  deli- 
vered of  a  Prince,  at  Wind  for. 
Lady  Brownlow,  a  fon. 

October. 
Dutchefs  of  Rutland,  a  fon. 
Lady  of  Sir  James  Pringle,  Bart, 
a  daughter. 

Her  Imperial  Highnefs  the 
Grand  Dutchefs  of  Tufcany,  a 
princefs. 

Lady  of  Sir  W.  Willianas  Wynne, 
Bart,  a  daughter. 

November, 
Countefs  of  Carlille,  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  Sir  James   Cockburn, 
Bart,  a  fon. 

December. 
Right  Hon.  Lady  Galloway,  a 
daughter. 

Dutchefs  of  Buccleugh,  a  daugh- 
ter. 

Lady  of  John  Coxe  Hippifley, 
Efq;  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  a 
fon. 


MARRIAGES,    1780. 

January. 
John    Cowper,    Efq;    to    Mifs 
Cope,  fafler  to  Sir  Charles  Cope, 
Bart. 

Colonel-Gordon,  to  Mifs  Bam- 
fyldc,  filter  of  Sir  Charles,  Bart. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Gage,  Efq;  only  fon 
of  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  Bart. 

Arthur  Earl  of  Arran,  to  Mifs 
Underwood. 

February. 

Richard  Aubrey,  Efq;  youngeft 
fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Aubrey,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Digby,  daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Wriothefly  Digby. 

Thomas  Grimflone,  Efq;  of 
Kilnwick,  to  Mifs  F.  Legard, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Digby  Le- 
gard, Bart. 

At  the  Caftle,  Dublin,  Almar 
Lowry  Cony,  Efq;  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Harriet  Hbbart,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Backing- 
hamfhire. 

At  Rome,  J.  Coxe  Hippifley, 
Efq;  to" Mifs  Margaret  Stuart, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Stuart,  Bart, 
of  Allenbank. 

March. 

At  Calcutta,  Sir  John  Doily, 
Bart,  to  Mrs.  Coates. — And  the 
Hon.  Lieut.  Anftruther,  to  Mifs 
Donaldfon. 

April. 
,  Walter  James  Head,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  James  Head,  Bart,  of 
Langley,  Bucks,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Jane  Pratt,  youngeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Camden. 

Sir  Thomas  Mannoch,  of  Gif- 
ford-hall,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
Bart,  to  Mil's  Analtafia  Browne,  a 
ifear  relation  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Montague. 

Francis  Fortefcue  Turville,  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Barbara  Talbot,  niece  to 
the  Earl  of  Shrewlbury. 

M  A  Y. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Clifford,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  Right  Hon,  Lord  Clif- 
ford, to  the  Hon.  Mifs  A.  Lang- 
dale,  dauighter  of  the  late  Lord 
Langdale. 

Richard  Brooke,  Efq;  to  Mifs 


Mary  CunlifFe,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Cunliffe,  Bart. 

Rev.  Sandford  Harcaftle,  Reftor 
of  Athol  in  the  county  of  York, 
to  the  Dowager  Countefs  of  Mex- 
borough. 

Major  Vyfe,  to  Mifs  Howard, 
daujrhter  of  Sir  George  Howard, 
K.  B. 

Lord  Parker,  fon  to  the  Earl  of, 
Macclesfield,  to  Mifs  Drake,  of 
Amerfliam. 

MirsCatherineGrenviIle,young- 
eft  filter  of  Earl  Temple,  to  Mr. 
Neville,  fon  of  Richard  Aldwortti 
Neville,  Efq;  of  Billingbeare, 
Berkfhire. 

At  Lilbon,  the  Hon.  Robert 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Diana  Grofett, 
daughterof  Walter  Grofett,  Efq. 

Robert  Harding,  Efq;  of  %Jp- 
cott,  to  Mifs  Wrey,  fecond  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Bouchier  Wrey,  Bart. 

Earl  of  Balcarras,  to  Mifs  Dal- 
rymple. 

Sii-  William  Forbes,  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mils  Sempel. 
June. 

Sir  H.  Dalhwood,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Graham,  niece  to  Lord  Newhavcn. 

Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  to  Mifs- 
Huffey  Delaval. 

July. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Fltz-Wil- 
liam,  of  Woolftanton,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  fon  to  the  late 
Lord  Vifcount  Fitz- William,  of 
Mount  Meruin,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireknd,  to  Mifs  Agnes  Mac- 
clesfield, daughter    and   coheirefs 

of  the  late  Macclesfield,  of 

Chellerion,    in    the   faid   county, 
Efq. 

Edward  Knatchbal,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Edward,  Bart,  to  Mils 
Mary  Hugeffen. 

In  Dublin,  Dennis  Daly,  Efqj 
to  Lady  Harriet  Maxwell. 

[^]  2  August, 
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August. 

Hon.  William  Ward,  to  MIfs 
Bofville. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grantham,  to 
Lady  Mary  Grey,  daughter  of  the 
Marchionefs  Grey  and  Earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

George  Thornhill,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Hawkins,  daughter  to  Sir  Csfar, 
Bart. 

Alexander  Murray,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
ton,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Mary 
Ogilvie,  daughter  to  the  late  Lord 
BanfF. 

October. 

Captain  Garrick,  to  Mifs  Leigh, 
daughter  of  Sir  Gerton  Leigh, 
Bart. 

Montagu  Burgoyne,  Efq;  fon 
ef  Sir  Roger  Burgoyne,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Hervey. 

Her  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prin- 
cefs  Augufta  Carolina  Frederica 
Louifa,  eldeft  daughter  of  his  Se- 
rene Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke 
of  Brunfwick,  to  his  Serene  High- 
nefs Prince  Frederick  William 
Charles  of  Wirtemberg. 
November. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Duncan- 
non,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Befborough, 
to  the  fecond  daughter  of  Earl 
Spenfer. 

John  Peter,  Efq;  his  majefty's 
Conful  at  Oftend,  to  Mifs  Eliz. 
Herries,  fifter  of  Sir  Robert  Her- 
ries,  Bart. 

December. 

Right- Hon.  Lord  St.  John,  of 
Bletfoe,  to  Mifs  Emma  White- 
bread,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
member  for  Bedford. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tate,  to  Mifs  Moore, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Mur- 
ray, fecond  fon  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Athol,  to  Mifs  Anti  Charlotte 
8 


Grant,  daughter  of  Lieut.  General 
Grant. 

His  Excellency  Baron  de  Kutz- 
leben,  the  Heffian  mini(ter,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dorothy  Wrottefley, 
niece  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Bedford, 
and  fifter  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Graf- 
ton and  Sir  John  Wrottefley. 

Sir  George  Barlow  Warren,  Bt» 
to  Mifs CarolineClavering, young- 
eft  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  J.  Cla- 
vering,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Dundafs. 


PROMOTIONS,    1780. 

January. 

Brownlow  Duke  of  Ancafter 
and  Kefteven,  to  be  Lord  Lieut, 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Dr.  George  Chinnery,  BKhopof 
Killaloe,  tranllated  to  the  Bifliop- 
rick  of  Cloyne. 

Dr.  Thomas  Barnard,  Dean  of 
Derry,  promoted  to  the  Biflioprick 
of  Killaloe. 

W.  Cecil  Perry,  M.  A.  Dean  of 
Derry. 

Samuel  Raftal,  clerk.  Dean  of 
St.  Flanan  Killaloe. 

Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Lord 
Lieut,  of  the  Eaft  Riding  of  York- 
fliire. 

Sir  Richard  Worfley,  Governor 
of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  fworn  of 
the  privy  council. 

February. 

James  Cunninghame,  Efq;  Ma- 
jor General  of  his  Majefty's  forces, 
and  Captain  General  and  Gover- 
nor in  Chief  of  Barbadoes. 

Earl  of  Aylefbury,  Lord  Lieut, 
of  Wilts. 

Prifcilla  Barbara  Elizabeth  Bur- 

rel,     the      dignity     of    Baronefs 

Willoughby 
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Willoughby   de  Erefby,  co.  Lin- 
coln. 

Right  Hon.  John  Scott,  the  re- 
verfion  of  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Pleas  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland. 

Robert  Macqiieen,  ETq;  a  Lord 
of  Jufticiary  in  Scotland. 
March* 

Ralph  Bigland,  Efq:  Claren- 
ceux  king  of  arms,  to  be  a  principal 
king  of  Englifh  arms,  and  a  prin- 
cipal officer  of  arms  of  the  noble 
order  of  the  Garter,  and  alfo  that 
office  which  is  commonly  called 
Garter  ;  and  likewife  the  name 
Garter,  with  the  ftile,  liberties, 
pre-eminences,  and  emoluments, 
belonging  and  anciently  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  faid  office,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Browne,  Efq; 
late  Garter. 

The  Rev.  Dodor  George  Ma- 
fon,  confirmed  Biffiop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  and  confecrated  a  Bifnop 
at  Whitehall  Chapel,  by  his  Grace 
the  Archbilhop  of  York. 

John  Doddington,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  fourth  Port-cullis  purfui- 
vant  of  arms. 

Peter  Dore,  Efq;  Richmond  he- 
rald, to  the  office  of  Norroy  king 
of  arms,  and  principal  herald  of 
the  North  parts  of  England. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dodlor  James 
Hawkins,  Bilhop  of  Dromore, 
to  the  Bifnoprick  of  Raphoe. 

William   Beresford,    M.    A.   to 
the  Bilhoprick  of  Dromore. 
April. 

Hon.  John  Trevor,  appointed 
miniller  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Eleftor  Palatine,  and  minifler  to 
the  Diet  of  Ratifbon. 

Ralph  Bigland  the  Younger, 
Efq;  Richmond  herald. 

Richard  Pearfon,  Efq;  captain 


in   his   majefl:y's    royal  navy,   re- 
ceived the  honour  of  knighthood. 

Rev.  Dr.  Noel,  Dean  of  Sa- 
lifbury. 

May. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  to  be 
High  Commiffioner  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland. 

Benjamin  Pingo,  Gent,  to  the 
office  of  Rouge-dragon,  Pnrfui,- 
vant  of  Arms,  in  the  room  of 
Ralph  Bigland,  Efq;  now  Rich- 
mond herald. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  pafTed 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  majefty's  grants 
of  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
faid  kingdom,  unto  the  following 
gentlemen,  and  to  their  heirs 
male,  viz.  Frederick  Flood,  of 
Newton  Ormond,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  Efq;  and  Robert 
Waller,  of  Newport,  in  the  county 
of  Tippcrary,  Efq. 

Lord  Rivers,  Lord  LieutJof  the 
county  of  Southampton. 
June. 

Alexander  Wedderburne,  Efq; 
late  his  Majelly's  Attorney-gene- 
ral, to  be  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
his  Majelly's  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  upon  the  refignation  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  William  de  Grey, 
Knt.  late  Chief  JulHce  thereof; 
and  alfo  one  of  his  Majefty's  moll 
Honourable  Privy  Council. 

The  Right  Hon.  Alexander 
Wedderburne,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  to  his  heirs  male,  the  dignity 
of  a  Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of  Lord 
Loughborough,  Baron  of  Lough- 
borough, in  the  county  of  Lei- 
cefter. 

John    Campbell,    Efq;    to    bfe 
[^J  3  Governor 
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Governor  of  Milford  T^aven,  in  the 
county  of  Pembroke,  in  the  room 
of  Wyrriot  Owen,  Efq;  deceafed. 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,  ETqj 
Lloyd  Kennyon,  Eiq;  John  Lee, 
E'q;  and  William  Sclwyn,  Efq; 
to  be  of  his  Ma jefty 's  counfel  learn- 
ed in  the  law. 

J  u  L  V. 

James  Wallace,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majefty's  Attorney-General. 

James  Mansfield,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majefty's  Solicitor-general. 

John  Heath,  Efq;  to  be  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Bart,  to  be 
Mafter  of  his  Majefty's  Hofpital  at 
Greenwich. 

September. 

Sir  William  Gordon,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  and  Love!  Stanhope, 
Efq;  to  be  Clerks  Comptrollers  of 
the  Board  of  Green  Cloth. 

John  Buller,  fen.  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Commiftioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Trea- 
furer  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer, 
vice  C.  W.  Cornwall,  Efq. 

George  Darby,  Efq;  to  be  one 
of  his  Majefty's  Commiilioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, vice  John  Buller,  Efq. 

Benjamin  Langlois,  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  vice 
Soame  Jenyns,  Efq. 

Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall,  Efq; 
to  the  offices  of  Warden  and  Chief 
Jufticein  Eyre  of  all  his  Majefty's 
iorefts,  park?,  chaces,  and  war- 
rens, beyond  Trent. 

The  Hon.  James  Cecil,  Efq; 
commonly  called  Lord  Vifcount 
Cranburn,  to  be  Treafurer  of  his 
Majefty's  Houfhold. 

ChriftopherD'Oyley,  Efq;  lobe 


Comptroller  of  the  Accounts  of 
his  Majefty's  Army,  vice  Thomas 
Bowjby,  Efq. 

Thomas  Bowlby,  Efq;  to  be 
Commifiary  General  of  the  Muf- 
ters,  and  chief  Mufter  Mafter  of  all 
his  Majefty's  Forces,  vice  Chrifto- 
pherD'Oyley,  Efq; 

Henry  Strachey,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  his  Majefty's 
Stores,  Ordnance,  and  Ammuni- 
tion of  War. 

JohnKenrick,  Efq;  to  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Delivery  and  De- 
liverance of  all  manner  of  artillery, 
airmunition,  and  other  neceflaries 
whatfoever,  appertaining  to  his 
Majefty's  office  of  ordnance. 

John  Rofs  Mackye,  Efq;  to  be 
Receiver  General  of  the  Stamp 
Duties. 

Archibald  Macdonald,  Efq;  one 
of  his  Majefty's  counfel,  to  be  his 
Majefty's  juftice  of  the  counties  of 
Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Cardi- 
gan, SiC. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow, 
and  Lord  Boflon,  to  be  Lords  of 
his  Miijefty's  Bedchamber. 

Thomas  Morgan,  Gent,  Tho- 
mas Morgan,  the  younger,  Gent, 
his  fon,  and  Thomas  Kynnerfley, 
Efq;  to  the  office  or  offices  of  Pro-  . 
thonotary  and  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Adam,  Efq;  Treafurer 
and  Paymafter  of  his  Majefty's 
Ordnance. 

Flag-officers  of  his  Majefty's 
fleet ;  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Rob. 
Mann,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  of  the 
red)  to  be  admirals  of  the  blue; 
Hugh  Pigot,  Efq;  Right  Hon. 
Molyneux  Lord  Shuldham,  John 
Vaughan,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  of 
the  white)  Rob.  Duff,  Efq;  (vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue)  to  be  vice- 
'  admirals 
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admirals  of  the  red;  John  Rey- 
nold's, Efq;  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
Bart,  Hon.  John  Byron,  Matthew 
JBarton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Knt. 
Hon.  Samuel  Barrington,  Mariot 
Arburthnot,  Efq;  Robert  Rod- 
dam,  Efq;  George  Darby,  Efq; 
John  Campbell,  Efg;  (vice-admi- 
ral? of  the  blue)  to  be  vice-admi- 
rals of  the  white  ;  James  Gambier, 
Efq;  William  Lloyd,  Efq;  Fra. 
William  Drake,  Efq;  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  K.  B.  Hyde  Parker,  Efq; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  red)  /ohn 
Evans,  Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  white)  to  be 
vice-admirals  of  the  blue;  Nic. 
Vincent,  Efq;  John  Storr,  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knt.  (rear 
admirals  of  the  white)  to  be  rear- 
admirals  of  the  red  ;  Jofliua  Row- 
ley, Efq;  Richard  Edwar:!s,  Efq; 
Thomas  Graves,  Efq;  Robert  Dig- 
by,  Efq;  Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs, 
Bart,  (rear-admirals  of  the  blue)  to 
be  rear-admirals  of  the  red.  And 
the  following  captains  were  alfo 
appointed  flag-officers,  viz.  Charles 
Webber, Efq;  Wm.Langdon.Efq; 
Benjamin  Marlow,  Efq;  Alexander 
Hood,  Efq;  Alexander  Innes,  Efq; 
rear-admirals  of  the  white ;  Sir 
Chal.  Ogle,  Knt.  Sir  Sam.  Hood, 
Bart.  Matthew  Moore,  Efq;  Sir 
Richard  Hughes,  Bart.  Francis 
Samuel  Drake,  Efq;  Rich.  Kem- 
pcnfelt,  Efq;  rear-admirals  of  the 
blue. 

James  Earl  of  Salifbury,  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Houfhold,  fworn  of 
the  Privy  Council. 

Earl  Talbot,  and  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  name,  ftile,  and 
title,  of  Baron  Dinevor,  of  Dine- 
vor  in  the  county  of  Caermarthen, 
with  remainder  to  his  daughter, 
J^&fiy  Cecil  Rice,  widow,  and  her 


heirs  male.  Lord  Vifcount  Gag© 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
his  heirs  male,  the  dignity  of  a 
Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
name,  ftile,  and  title,  of  Baroa 
Gage  of  Firle  in  SulTex.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  and  their  heirs 
male,  the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of 
Great  Britain,  viz.  the  Hon.  James 
Brudenell,  Baron  Brudenell,  of 
Deene  in  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton.—The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
De  Grry,  Knt.  Baron  Walfing-. 
ham,  of  Walfinghamin  Norfolk.— 
JSir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  Baron 
Bagot,  of  Bagot's  Bromley  in 
StafFordihire. — The  Hnn.  Charles 
Fitzroy,  Lord  Southampton,  Baron 
of  Southampton  in  Hants. — Hen. 
Herbert,  ¥.Cq;  Baron  Portchefler, 
of  Highclere,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton. 

The  Ri<^ht  Hon.  Frederick^;  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  to  be  Lieut.  Gen.  and 
Goverrior  of  his  Majefty's  kingdonv 
of  Ireland. 

William  Eden,  Efq;  to  be  prin- 
cipal Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieut, 
and  of  his  Majefty's  moft  honour- 
able Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Lieut.  Gen, 
of  Marines. 

B.  Thompfon,  Efq;  under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Northern 
department. 

November. 
His   R.  H.   Prince    Frederick, 
Biftiop   of  Ofnaburg,   colonel    in 
the  army,  by  brevet,  bearing  date 
the  I  ft  of  Nov.  1780- 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wiliiam  Auguftus 
Pitt,  colonel  of  the  loth  reg.  of 
dragoons. 

Hon.  Major  General  Vaughai-, 
Governor  of  Berwick. 

Right    Hon.    Charles    Wolfnm 

Cornwall,  fpeaker  of  t|)e  Houfe 

[^]  4  -     of 
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of  Commons,  fworn  of  the  Privy    jelly's  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  Vif- 


Council. 

Thomas  Wroughton,  Efq;  En- 
voy Extraordinary  to  the  King  of 
Sweden,  to  the  moll  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
Bart.  Admiral  of  the  White  fqua- 
dron  of  his  Majefty's  fleet,  and 
Coinmander  in  Chief  of  all  his 
Majefty's  (hips  and  veflels  employ- 
ed at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  to  the  moft  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

December. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  pafled 
under  the  great  feal  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  containing  his 
Majefty's  grants  of  the  dignity  of 
a  baron  of  the  faid  kingdom  unto 
the  following  gentlemen,  and  their 
heirs  male,  by  the  names,  ftiles, 
and  titles,  as  under-mentioned, 
■viz.  James  Dennis,  Efq;  Chief 
Baron  of  his  Majefty's  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  Baron  Trac- 
ton,  of  Tradon- Abbey,  in  the 
county  of  Cork. 

Sir  Robert  Tilfon  Deane,  Bart. 
Baron  Mulkerry,  in  the  county  of 
Cork. 

Almar  Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  Baron 
Belmore,  of  Caftlecoole,  in  the 
county  of  Fermanagh. 

Thomas  Knox,  Efq;  Baron 
Welles,  of  Dungannon,  in  the 
county  of  Tyrone. 

John  Baker  Holroyd,  Efq;  Ba- 
ron Sheffield,  of  Dunamore,  in 
the  county  of  Meath. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con- 
taining his  Majefty's  grants  of  the 
dignity  of  a  vifcount  of  the  faid 
kingdom  unto  the  fcllowing  noble- 
men, and  their  heirs  male,  by  the 
names,  ftiles,  and  titles,  as  un- 
dermentioned, viz. 

James  Baron  Lifford,  his  Ma- 


count  Liffbrd,  of  LifFord,  in  the 
county  of  Donnegall. 

Otway  Lord  Defart,  Vifcount 
Defart,  of  Defart,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

John  Baron  Erne,  Vifcount 
Erne,  of  Crum  Caftle,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Fermanagh.     ^  , 

Barry  Lord  Farnham,  Vifcount 
Farnham,  of  Farnham,  in  the 
county  of  Cavan. 

Simon  Lord  Irnham,  Vifcount 
Carhampton,  of  Caftlehaven,  iq 
the  county  of  Cork. 

Bernard  Lord  Bangor,  Vifcount 
Bangor,  of  Caftlcward,  in  the 
county  of  Downe. 

Penyfton  Lord  Melbourne,  Vif- 
count Melbourne,  of  Kiimore,  in 
the  county  of  Cavan. 

James  Lord  Clifden,  Vifcount 
Clifden,  of  Gowran,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Kilkenny. 

John  Lord  Naas,  Vifcount 
Mayo,  of  Monecrouer. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con- 
taining his  Majefty's  grant  of  the 
dignities  of  baron  and  earl  of  the 
faid  kingdom  unto  Henry  Lord 
Vifcount  Conyngham,  and  his 
heirs  male,  by  the  name,  ftile,  and 
title  of  Baron  and  Earl  Conyng- 
ham, of  Mount  Charles,  in  the 
county  of  Donnegall,  with  re- 
mainder of  the  barony  to  his  ne- 
phew Francis  Pierpoint  Burton, 
Efq;  and  his  heirs  male. 

And  the  like  letters  patent,  con- 
taining his  Majefty's  grant  of  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  faid  king- 
dom unto  Stephen  Lord  Vifcount 
Mount  Calhell,  and  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of 
Earl  Mount  Caftiell,  of  Cafliell, 
in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

The  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  John 
O'Neil,  and  Luke  Gardiner,  Efqrs. 
to  be  of  his  Majefty's  moft  honour- 
able 
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tble  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  paffed 
under  the  great   feal  of  Ireland, 


Sir  Nathaniel  Wombwell,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley, 
F.  R.  S.  Cofferer  of  the  Houfl:old, 
Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
Treafurer   of  the    Mufeura,    and 


containing  his  Majefty's  grants  of  member  for  Southampton. 

the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  that  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart,  the  title 

kingdom  unco  the  following  gen-  extinft. 

tiemen,  and  their  heirs  male,  viz.  Lady  Head,  relift  of  the  Rev. 

John  Stuart    Hamilton,    Efq;   of  Sir  John,  Bart. 

Dunnamana,  in  the  county  of  Ty-  Chrift.  Blake,  Efq;    brother  of 


rone;  John  Tottenham,  Efq;  of 
Tottenham-green,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford  ;  and  Neal  O'Donnell, 
Efq;  of  Newport,  in  the  cownty  of 
Mayo, 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Grantham,  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
the  Right  Hon.  William  Eden, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  De  Grey,  An- 
drew Stuart,  Edward  Gibbon, 
Hans  Sloane,  and  Benjamin  Lang- 
lois,  Efqrs.  to  be  his  Majefty's 
Commiffibners  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations. 

Charles  Middleton,  Efq;  Sir 
John  Williams,  Knt.  Edmund 
Hunt,  George  Marfh,  Timothy 
Brett,  William  Palmer,  and  Wil- 
liam Bateman,  Efqrs;  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  Bart.  Edward  Le  Cras, 
Samuel  Wallis,  Paul  Henry  Our- 
ry,  Henry  Martin,  and  Charles 
Proby,  Efqrs.  and  Sir  Andrew 
Snape  Hammond,  Knt.  to  be  his 
Majelly's  Commiffioners,  in  qua- 
lity of  principal  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's navy. 

The  Duke  of  Montague,  to  be 
his  Majelly's  Mailer  of  the  horfe. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Aylefbury,  to  be  Chamberlain  of 
her  Majefty's  Houfhold. 

DEATHS,     1780. 
January. 
Lady    Hudlon,    relidl    of   Sir 
Charles,  Bart. 


Sir  Patrick,  Bart. 

Mifs  Frances  Mackworth,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Herbert,  Bart. 

Dowager  Lady  Blois,  relift  of 
Sir  Ralph,   Bart. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Hereford* 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Fleetwood,  Bart. 

Lady  Diana  Middleton. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Waite,  Se- 
cretary, and  one  of  the  Privy 
Council  of  Ireland. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane  Boyle, 
fifter  to  Richard  Earl  of  Builiiig- 
ton. 

Mifs  Martha  Abdy,  daughter  of 
Sir  Anthony,  Bart. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  Loaifa 
Amelift  of  Brunfwick,  Princefi 
Dowager  of  Pruffia,  and  mother 
to  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Pruffia, 
and  to  the  fpoufe  of  the  Prince 
Stadtholder. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Alexander  G'lU 
mour,  Bart,  at  Alnwick. 

Sir    William    Sharp,    Bart,    in 
Gr^at    Titchfield  -  ftreet.     Major. 
General  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice, 
and  Governor  of  the  province  of 
Miuho. 

February. 

Lady  Fowlis,  relidl  of  Sir  WiU 
liam,  Bart. 

Dr.  Richard  Richmond,  Bi/hop 
of  Sodor  and  Man. 

Lady  Davers,  mother  of  Sir 
Charles,  Bart. 

Lady 


\ 
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Lady  Lucy  Douglas,  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Montrore. 

Samuel  Egerton,  Efq;  of  Tat- 
ton  :  he  was  the  only  furviving  fon 
of  John  Egerton,  grandfon  of  John 
Earl  of  Bridgewater  by  Lady  Eliz. 
CaveiidiH;,  daughter  to  John  Duke 
of  Newcaftle. 

Sir  William  Blackftone,  Knt. 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

Dowager  Countefs  of  Kildare* 

Lady  Catherine  Pelham,  ranger 
of  Greenwich  Park.  She  was  filler 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds,  and 
married,  1726,  to  the  late  Hon. 
Henry  Pelham,  by  whom  fhe  had 
two  fons,  who  died  youqg  of  an 
epidemical  fever. 

Countefs  Dowager  of  Eglin- 
toun. 

Lady  Jenkinfon,  mother  of  Sir 
Banks,  Bart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Modena, 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick. 

March. 

The  Right  Rev.  Doaor  John 
Ofwald,  Bifhop  of  Raphoe. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Mulgrave, 

Lord  Fortefcue  Aland. 

Mrs.  Gulfton,  wife  of  Jofeph 
Gulftoii,  Efq;  and  filler  of  the 
prefent  Sir  S.  Stepney,  Bart. 

MifsLetitiaBeauchamp,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  W.  Beauchamp  Prodor, 
Bart. 

General  Defaguliers,  of  the  ar- 
tillery. 

Hon.  Topham  Beauclerk,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk. 

Charlotte,  relift  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Sanderfon,  Bart,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  R.  Gough,  of 
Edgebafton. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne  Sophia 


Egerton,  wife  of  the  Bi(hop  of 
Durham.  Her  ladyfhip  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry,  late-  Duke  of 
Kent,  by  theLady  Sophia  Bentinck, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Portland. 

Lady  Gooch,  relift  of  the  Right 
Rev,  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart, 
late   Lord   Bifliop  of  Ely.      Her 

ladyfhip  was  the  daughter  of 

Compton,  Efq;  and  nearly  related 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Northamp- 
ton. 

Sir  Francis  Blake,  Bart. 
April. 

Lady  Ifabella  Douglafs,  daugh- 
ter of  William,  firft  Earl  of  March. 

Sir  Adolphus  Oughton,  Lieut. 
Gen.  and  K.  B. 

George  Earl  of  Granard,  one 
of  his  M;jefty's  moll  honourable 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Baronet  of  Nova  Scotia;  by  whofe 
death  the  title  and  eftate  have  de- 
volved on  his  eldell  fon.  Lord 
George  Forbes,  now  Earl  of  Gra- 
nard. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart. 

Hon.  Henry  St.  John,  fon  of  the 
late,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent^ 
Lord  St.  John  of  Bletfoe,  cap- 
tain of  the  Intrepid  man  of  war, 
on  board  which  he  was  killed, 
with  his  ill  and  2d  lieutenants,  by 
the  fame  cannon  ball,  in  the  fight 
with  the  French  fleet  off  Guada- 
loupe.  He  married  Mary  Schuyler 
of  New  York,  by  whom  he  has 
left  iflue  one  fon  Henry. 

Lady  Anne  Hope,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun, 
May. 

Hon.  Thomas  Townlhend,  one 
of  the  oldell  Tellers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Admiral  of 
the  White,  and  commander  of  the 
fleet. 

Hon. 
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Hon.  Richard  Naffau,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Rochford. 

Mifs  Elizabeth  Eden,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Eden,  Bart. 

Lady  Sophia  Neville,  daughter 
of  the  late,  and  fifter  to  the  prefent 
Earl  of  G.iinfborough. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart,  of 
Battle  Abbey  in  Suflex.  His  title 
defcends  to  his  eldeft  fon,  now  Sir 
Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart. 

Sir  Charlton  Leighton,  Bart, 
He  is  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  noW 
Sir  Charlton. 

Lady  Mary  Lyon,  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Strathmore. 
Sir  Hen.  Englefield,  Bart. 
Sir  Anthony  Buchannan,  Bart. 
Sir  Thomas  Cave,  Bart. 
Lady   Standilh,  mother    of  Sir 
Frank,  Bart. 

June. 
Dame  Rachael  Morgan,  reliftof 
Sir  William  Morgan,  of  Tredegar, 
K..  B.  and  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam fecond  Duke  of  Devonfhire, 
by  Rachael  daughter  of  William 
Lord  Ruffel. 

Lady  Jane  Strickland. 
Sir  T.  Gerrard,  Bart. 
Sir  John  Turner,  Bart. 

July. 
In  the -7 1  (I  year  of  his  age,  at 
his  houfe  in  Woolwich  Warren, 
William  Belford,  Efq;  colonel  of 
the  ill  battalion  of  the  royal  reg. 
of  artillery,  and  a  general  in  the 
army. 

Sir  J.  Hobby  Mill,  Bart. 
Mils    Frances    Blake,  youngefl: 
daughter  of  Sir  Patrick  Blake. 

Lady  Goring,  wife  of  Sir  Harry, 
Bart. 

Sir  Andrew  Middleton,  Bart. 
John  Moreton,  Efq;  Chief  Juf- 
tice  of  Chefter,  Attorney-general 
to  the  Queen,  deputy  High-lleward 


of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,   and 
member  for  Wigan   in  Lancalhire. 

Lady  Vifcountefs  Dowager  Tyr- 
connel. 

Sir  Charles  Halford,  Bart. 

LadyVifcountefsMahon,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham.- 

The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Hillfborough,  at  his  lord- 
flrip's  houfe  in  fianover-fquare. 
Her  ladyfhip  was  only  daughter  of 
Edward  Stawell,  4th  and  laft  Lord 
Stawell,  firft  married  to  the  late 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Bilfon  Legge, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
was  created  a  peerefs  by  the  title 
of  Baronefs  Stawell,  which  title 
defcends  to  her  fon,  Mr.  Legge, 
now  Lord  Stawell. 

Hon.  Lady  Sufanna  Houfton^ 
relift  of  Sir  Thomas,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Page,  relift  ot 
the  late  Thomas  P  ige,  Efq;  and 
aunt  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Charles 
Alexander,  Duke  of  Lorrain  and 
Bar,  See.  Grand  Mafter  of  ,he 
Teutonic  Order,  &c.  and  Gover- 
nor and  Captain -general  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands. 
August. 

The  Dowager  Countefs  Cowper^ 
third  daughter  of  John  Earl  Gran-' 
ville,  firft  married  to  the  Hon.  [ohn 
Spencer,  and  mother  of  the  pre-^ 
fent  Earl  Spencer,  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  the  late  Earl  Cowper,  but 
was  not  mother  of  the  prefent 
earl. 

AtSudbury.Derbyfhire,  George 
Venables  Lord  Vernon.  His  lord- 
fhip  was  born  Feb.  9,  1709,  and 
was  created  Lord  Vernon,  and 
Baron  of  Kinderton,  May  12, 
1762.  He  is  fucceeded  in  his  title 
by  the  Hon.  George  Venables 
Vernon,  born  May  9,  1735. 

The 
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The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  George 
Chinnery,  Lord  Biftiop  of  Cloyne. 
Thomas  George  Lord  Vifcount 
and  Baron  Southwell.  His  lord- 
jhip  was  born  May  4,  1721,  and 
fucceeded  his  father  in  1760.  He 
married  Mifs  Hamilton  in  1741, 
by  whom  he  has  left  iffue  three  fons 
and  a  daughter. 

At  Lyons  in  France,  the  Hon. 
John  Roper,  fecond  fon  to  Lord 
Teynham. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Clarges,  fifter 
to  Lord  Harrington,  and  mother 
of  Sir  T.  Clarges,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  John  Drummond^ 
commonly  called  Lord  Drum- 
jnond,  eldeft  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
^erth. 

At  Knutsford,  Lady  Betty  War- 
burton,  relid  of  the  late  Sir  Peter 
Warburton,  and  daughter  of  the 
■Jate  Earl  of  Derby. 

Sir  Theod.  Houghton,  Bart. 
Lady  Afhburnham,  wife  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Chichefter. 

Lord  Vifcount  Afhbrook,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

September. 
Hon.  Lady  Camilla  Wallop. 
Sir  Thomas  Dyer,  Bart. 
Sir  John  Fielding,  Knt.  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  counties  of  Middlefex,  Ef- 
fex,  Herts,  Kent,  Surry,  and  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter. 

Mrs.  Wingfield,  mother  to  Lady 
St.  Aubin,  and  relifl  of  the  late 
William  Wingfield,  Efq.  She  was 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Williamfon,  and  fifter  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Hedworth  Williamfon, 
Bart. 

Moft  noble  the  Marchionefs  of 
Lothian. 

Right  Hon.  Peter  Earl  of  Alta- 
mont,  Vifcount  Wefiport,  Baron 
Mounteagle,  &c. 


Lieutenant-gen.  Skinner,  chief 
engineer  of  Great  Britain. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Widdring- 
ton, 

October. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Hatton  Boyle. 

Hon.  Elizabeth  St.  John,  fiftex 
to  the  late  Lord  St.  Johnof  Bletfoe. 

Anth.  Chamier,  Efq;  under  Se- 
cretary of  State,  M.  P.  and  F.R.S^ 

Mifs  Nelthorpe,  fifter  to  Sir 
John,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  K.  B. 
general,  and  colonel  of  the  14th 
regiment  of  dragoons. 

November. 

Sir  George  Wombwell,  Bart. 

Lady  Pettus,  relift  of  Sir  Ho- 
race. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Don- 
negal. 

Sir  James  Stewart  Denham,  Bt. 

Sir  Saville  Slingfby,  Bart. 

Her  imperial  Majefty  departed 
this  life  at  Vienna  on  Nov.  29, 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Her  illnefs,  though  but  of  fl)ort 
duration,  was  exceedingly  pain^ 
ful. 

The  Hon.  WilliamBoyd,  young- 
eft  brother  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Errol. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Willough- 
by,  Lord  Middleton,  and  Baronet. 
His  lordftiip  was  born  Jan.  26, 
1728,  and  fucceeded  his  brother 
Francis,  the  late  lord,  Dec.  15, 
1774.  He  married  April  14,  1770^ 
Mifs  Chadwick,  by  whom  he  has 
left  no  iffue,  on  which  account 
the  tide  is  fuppofed  to  be  extind. 

Mrs.  Hellen  Duffy,  Lady  Braco, 
December. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  Dovvager 
of  Shelburne. 

Sir  Chriftopher  Traes,  Bart, 
colonel  of  the  Cornifh  militia. 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lady  Coleraine.  Mifs  Aflong,  only  daughter  of 

Hon.  Lady  Mary  Leflie,youngeft  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Frances  Af- 

^aughtei'     of    the    Countefs     of  long. 

Rothes.  Sir  James  Barnaby,  Bart. 

Mrs.    E.   Wynn,   lifter  to   the  Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Vifcount 

late  Sir  John,  Bart.  Downe. 

Mifs   Frances  Ewer,    daughter  Sir  H.  Lippincott,  Bart, 

•f  the  late  Bilhop  of  Bangor.  Sir  Thomas  Stapylton,  Bart. 
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Jlccount  of  the  late  Riots  in  the  Cities 
c/" London  and  Weiltninfter. 

In  the  laft  Seflion  of  the  late  Par- 
Jiament,  an  A61  was  pafled  in 
Favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
in  titled,  An  A^  for  relieving  his 
Majejly^s  Subjeiis  profejjtng  the 
Popijh  Religion,  from  certain  Pe- 
nalties and  Difahilities  impofed  on 
them  by  an  ASl  made  in  the  Ele- 
•venth  and  Tiuelfth  Years  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  the  Thirds 
intituled t  '  An  A3  for  the  further 
pre'venting  the  Growth  of  Popery,* 
of  which  Aft,  the  following  is 
an  Abftraft. 

TH  E  preamble  recites,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  repeal  cer- 
tain provifions  in  the  ad  of  King 
William  ;  and  the  claufes  repealed 
are  as  follow : 

*  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  A£l 
as  relates  to  the  apprehending, 
taking,  or  profecuting  of  Popifh 
bifhops,  priefts,  or  jefuits ;  and 
alfo  fo  much  of  the  faid  aft  as  fub- 
jefts  Popifh  bilhops,  priefts  or  je- 
fuits, and  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
fefiing  the  Popifh  religion,  and 
k?eping  fchool,  or  taking  upon 
themfelves  the  education  or  go- 
vernment or  boarding  of  you,th, 
within  this  realm,  or  the  domi- 
nions thereto  belonging,  to  per- 
petual imprifonment  J  and  alfo  fo 


much  of  the  faid  aft  as  difables 
perfons  educated  in  the  Popifli  re- 
ligion, or  profefling  the  fame,  un- 
der the  circumftances  therein  men- 
tioned,  to  inherit  or  take  by  de- 
fcent,    devife,    or   limitation,    in 
poffeflion,  reverfion,  or  remainder, 
any  lands,    tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments,   within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and 
town   of    Berwick   upon   Tweed, 
and  gives  to  the  next  of  kin,  be- 
ing a  Proteflant,  a  right  to  have 
and  enjoy  fuch  lands,  tenements, 
and    hereditaments ;    and   alfo  fo 
much  of  the  faid  aft  as  difables 
Papifts,  or  perfons   profefling  the 
Popifti  religion,    to  purchafe  any 
manors,  lands,  profits  out  of  lands, 
tenements,  renis,  terms,  or  here- 
ditaments, within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  or 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
makes  void  all  and  Angular  eftates, 
terms,  and  other  interefts  or  pro- 
fits whatever  out  of  lands,  to  be 
made,  fufFered,  or  done,  from  and 
Efcer  the  day   therein  mentioned, 
to  or  for  the  ufe  or  behoof  of  any 
fuch   perfon  or  perfons,    or   upon 
any  truft  or  confidence,  mediately 
or  imm.ediately,    for  the  relief  of 
any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons ;  fhall 
be,  and  the  fame,  and  every  claufe 
and  matter  and  thing  herein  be- 
fore-mentioned, is  and  are  hereby 
repealed. 

*  And 
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"  *  And  be  it  enafted  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid.  That  every  per- 
fon  and  perfons  having  or  claim- 
ing any  lands,  tenements,  or  he- 
reditaments, under  titles  not  hi- 
therto litigated,  though  derived 
from  any  defcent,  devife,  limita- 
tion, or  purchafe,  fhall  have,  take, 
hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  as  if 
the  faid  ad,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  had  not  been  made; 
any  thing  in  the  faid  aft  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

*  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
enafted.  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained fhall  extend,  or  be  con- 
ilrued  to  affedl  any  action  or  fuit 
now  depending,  which  Ihall  be 
profecuted  with  effeft,  and  without 
delay, 

*  Provided  alfo.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or 
be  conflrued  to  extend,  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  but  fuch  who 
Ihall,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  ca- 
lendar months  after  the  pafTing  of 
this  a£t,  or  of  accruing  of  his,  her, 
or  their  title,  being  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  who,  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
fhall,  within  fix  months  after  he  or 
fhe  (hall  attain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  being  of  unfound 
mind,  or  in  prifon,  or  beyond  the 
feas,  then  within  fix  months  after 
fuch  difability  removed,  take  and 
fubfcribe  ao  oath  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

The  Test  or  Oath. 
**  I  A.  B.  do  fipcerely  promifa 
and  fwear.  That  I  will  be  faithful 
and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  King  George  the  Third,  and 
him  will  defend,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power,  againfl  ail  confpiracies 
and  attempts  whatever  that  fhall 
be  made  againlt  his  perfon,  crown, 
or  dignity ;  and  1  will  do  my  ut- 


moft endeavour  to  difclofe  and 
make  known  to  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  all  treafons 
and  traiterous  confpiracies  which 
may  be  formed  againft  him  or 
them  ;  and  I  do  faithfully  promife 
to  maintain,  fupport,  and  defend, 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  his  ma- 
jefty's  family,  againft  any  perfoa 
or  perfons  whatfoever;  hereby  ut- 
terly renouncing  and  abjuring  any 
obedience  or  allegiance  unto  the 
perfon  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
flyle  and  title  of  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  and 
who,  fince  his  death,  is  faid  to 
have  affumed  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
name  of  Charles  the  Third,  and  to 
any  other  perfon  claiming  or  pre- 
tending a  right  to  the  crown  of 
thefe  realms :  and  I  do  fwear,  that 
I  do  rejeft  and  deleft,  as  an  un- 
chriftian  and  impious  pofition. 
That  it  is  lawful  to  murder  or 
deftroy  any  perfon  or  perfons  what- 
foever,  for  or  under  pretence  of 
their  being  heretics ;  and  alfo  that 
unchriftian  and  impious  principle. 
That  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with, 
heretics :  I  further  declare,  that 
it  is  no  article  of  my  faith,  and 
that  I  do  renounce,  rejed,  and 
abjure  the  opinion.  That  prince* 
excommunicated  by  the  Pope  and 
council,  or  by  any  authority  of 
the  See  of  Rome,  or  by  any  au- 
thority whatfoever,  may  be  de- 
pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fub- 
jecls,  or  any  perfon  whatfoever ;. 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or 
any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate, 
ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought 
to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  ja- 
rifdidion,  power,  fuperiority,  ot 
pre-eminence,  diredly  or  indirefl- 
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ly,  within  this  realm.     And  I  do 
folemnly,  in  the  prefence  of  God, 

rofefs,  tcftify,  and  declare.  That 
do  make  this  declaration,  and 
every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain 
and  ordinary  fenfe  of  the  words  of 
this  oath;  without  any  evafion, 
equivocation,  or  mental  referva- 
tion  whatever,  and  without  any 
difpenfation  already  granted  by  the 
Pope;,  or  any  authority  of  the  See 
of  Rome,  or  any  perfon  whatever; 
and  without  thinking  that  I  am  or 
can  be  acquitted  before  God  or 
man,  or  abfolved  of  this  declara- 
tion, or  any  part  thereof,  although 
the  Pope,  or  any  other  perfons  or 
authority  vvhatfoever,  fhall  difpenfe 
with  or  annul  the  fame,  or  declare 
that  it  was  null  or  void." 

It  concludes  with  reciting  what 
courts  of  judicature  the  oath  is  to 
be  taken,  fubfcribed,  and  regi- 
llered  in  ;  and  with  an  informa- 
tion, that  the  aft  fliould  not  be 
conftrued  to  extend  to  any  Popifli 
bifhop,  prieft,  jefuit,  or  fchool- 
mafter,  who  (hall  not  have  taken 
and  fubfcribed  the  above  oath,  in 
the  above  words,  before  he  Ihall 
have  been  apprehended,  or  any  pro- 
fecution  commenced  againfi:  him. 

The  original  motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  Savile,  and  received  with 
univerfal  approbation,  and  a  bill 
was  accordingly  brought  in  and 
pafled  both  Houfes  without  a  fingle 
negative. 

An  extenfion  of  the  fame  relief 
vfb  the  Catholics  of  Scotland,  was 
alfo  faid  to  have  been  intended  by 
parliament.  The  report  fpread  an 
iinmediate  alarm  throughout  that 
country  ;  focieties  were  formed  for 
the  defence  of  the  Proteftant  faith, 
committees  appointed,  books  dif- 
perfed,  and,  in   fhort,  every  me- 
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thod  taken  to  inflame  the  zeal  cfit 
the  people.  Thefe  attempts  being 
totally  ncglefted  by  government 
and  but  feebly  refifled  by  the  more 
liberal  minded  in  thatcountry,  pro- 
duced all  their  effedlf.  A  furious 
fpirit  of  bigotry  and  perfecution 
foon  flievved  itfelf,  and  broke  out 
into  the  mofc  outrageous  adts  of 
violence  and  cruelty  againfi  the 
Papifts  at  Edinburgh,  Glafgow, 
andelfewhere.  As  government  did 
not  think  it  advifable  to  reprefs 
this  fpirit  by  force,  the  jwlt  and 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  legif- 
lature  were  laid  afide. 

The  fuccefsful  refiftance  of  the 
zealots  in  Scotland  to  any  relaxa- 
tion of  the  penal  laws  againfi  Pa- 
piils,  feems  to  have  given  the  firft 
rife  to  the  Proteftant  Aflbciation  in 
England  :  for  about  the  fame  time  * 
bills    were   difperfed,  and    adver- 
tifemenrs    inferted    in    the    news- 
papers, inviting  thofe  who  wilhed 
well  to  the  caufe,  to  unite  under 
that  title;  and  Lord  George  Gor- 
don, who  had  been  fo  adive  at  the 
head  of  the  malecontents  in  Scot- 
land, was  chofen  their  prefident. 
On  Monday,  May  29,  a  meeting 
was   held    at    Coach-makers-halJ, 
purfuant  to  public  adveriifement, 
in  order  to  confider  of  the  mode  of 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.     Lord  George  Gor- 
don  took   the  chair,  and    after   a 
long   inflammatory    harangue,    in 
which  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
his  hearers  of  the  rapid  and  alarm- 
ir)g  progrefs  that  Popery  was  mak- 
ing in  this  kingdom,  he  proceeded 
to  obferve,  that   the  only  way  to 
flop  it  was  going  in  a  firm,  man- 
ly,   and   refolute    manner    to    the 
Houfe,  and  Ihewing   their  rcpre- 
fentatives    that    they    were  deter* 
mined  to  preferve   their  religious 
freedom 
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freedom  with  their  lives.     That, 
for  his  part,  he  would  run  all  ha- 
zards with  the  people  ;  and  if  the 
people  were  too  lukewarm  to  run 
all  hazards  with  him,  when  their 
confcience  and  their  country  call 
them  forth,   they  might  gee  ano- 
ther prefident ;   for  he  would  tell 
them  candidly,  that  he  was  not  a 
lukewarm  man  himfelf,  and  that 
if  they  meant  to  fpend  their  time 
in  mock  debate  and  idle  oppofi- 
tion,  they  might  get  another  lead- 
er.    This  fpeech  was  received  with 
the  loudcft  applaufe,  and  his  lord- 
iliip  then  moved  the  following  re- 
folution  :   *'  That  the  whole  body 
of  the  Proteilant  Aflbciation  do  at- 
tend in  Saint  George's-fields,  on 
Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  accompany  his  lord- 
fliip  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  delivery  of  the  Proteftant  peti- 
tion ;*'  which  was  carried  unani- 
moufly.      His   lordlhip    then    in- 
formed   them,    that    if   lefs    than 
20,000  of  his  fellow-citizens  at- 
tended him  on  that  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petition  ;  and  for 
the  better  oBfervance  of  order,  he 
moved,  that  they  Ihould  arrange 
themfelves  in  four  divifions ;  the 
Proteftants  of  the  city  of  London 
on  the  right ;  thofe  of  the  city  of 
Weftminfter  on  the  left ;  the  bo- 
rough of  Southvvark  third  ;  and  the 
people  of  Scotland  refidentin  Lon- 
don and  its  environs  to  form  the  laft 
divihon  ;  and  that  they  might  know 
their  friends  from   their  enemies, 
he  added,  that  every  real  Protef- 
tant,  and  friend  of  the  petition, 
fliould  come  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday,  June  2, 
at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  feveral 
thoufaads  afiembled  at  the  place 
appointedj  marfhalling  themfelves 
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in  ranks,  and  waiting  for  their 
leader.  About  eleven  o'clock. 
Lord  George  arrived,  and  gave  di- 
redlions  in  what  manner  he  would 
have  them  proceed,  and  about 
twelve,  one  party  was  ordered  to 
go  round  over  London-bridge^  ano- 
ther over  Blackfriars,  and  a  third 
to  follow  him  over  Weftminfter. 
A  roll  of  parchment,  containing 
the  names  of  thofe  who  had  figned 
the  petition,  was  borne  before 
them.  They  proceeded  with  great 
decorum  on  their  route,  and  the 
whole  body  was  aflembled,  about 
half  paft  two,  before  both  Houfes 
of  parliament^  on  which  occafion 
they  gave  a  general  fhout. 

But  however  peaceable  and  well 
dilpofed  fome  of  them  might  be, 
others  foon  began  to  exercife  the 
moft   arbitrary    power  over    both 
Lords  and  Commons,  by  obliging 
almoft  all  the  members  to  put  blue 
cockades  in    their  hats,  and    call 
out,  *  No  Popery  I'     Some    they 
compelled  to  take  oaths  to  vote  for 
the   repeal  of  the  obnoxious  ad, 
others  they  infulted  in  the  moft  in- 
decent and  violent  manner.    They 
took  pofleflion  of  all   the  avenues 
lip    to    the    very    doors    of    both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  they 
twice    attempted    to    force   open. 
The  Archbifhop  of  York  was  one 
of  the  firft  they  attacked.     As  foon 
as  his  coach  was  known    coming 
down    Parliament- ftreet,    he    was 
faluted    with    hifles,    groans,  and 
hootings.     The  Lord  Prefident  o£ 
the  Council,  Lord  Bathurft,   they 
pufhed  about  in  the  rudeft  manner, 
and  kicked  violently  on  the  lef^s. 
Lord    Mansfield    had    the   glaftes 
of  his  carriage  broker^  the  pan- 
nels  beat  in,  and  narrowly  efcap- 
ed  with  life.     The  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland had  his  pocket  pick- 
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ed  of  his  watch.  The  Bilhop  of 
Litchfield  had  his  gown  torn.  The 
wheels  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln's 
carriage  were  taken  off,  and  his 
lordfhip  efcaped  with  life,  being 
obliged  to  feek  (belter  in  th°  houfe 
of  Mr.  Atkinfon,  an  Attorney, 
where  he  changed  his  cloaths,  and 
made  his  efcape  over  the  leads  of 
the  adjacent  houfes. 

The  Lords  Townlhend  and 
Hilllborougb  came  together,  and 
were  greatly  infulted,  and  fent 
into  the  Houfe  without  their  bags, 
and  with  their  hair  hanging  loofe 
on  their  fhoulderf.  The  coach  of 
Lord  Stormont  was  broken  to 
pieces,  himfelf  in  the  hands  of 
the  mob  for  near  half  an  hour: 
he  was  refcued  at  laft  by  a  gentle* 
man,  who  harangued  the  mob, 
and  prevailed  on  them  to  defift. 
Lords  Aftiburnham  and  Bofton 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  in- 
dignity, particularly  Lord  Bofton, 
who  was  fo  long  in  their  power 
that  it  was  propofed  by  fome  of 
the  peers  to  go  as  a  body,  and  en- 
deavour, by  their  prefence,  to 
extricate  him ;  but  whilft  they 
were  deliberating,  his  lordfhip 
efcaped  without  any  material 
hurt.  Lord  Willoughbyde  Broke, 
Lord  St.  John,  Lord  Dudley,  and 
many  others,  were  perfonally  ill 
treated  ;  and  Wellbore  Ellis,  Efq; 
was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
Guildhall  of  Weftminfter  (whither 
he  was  purfued)  the  windows  of 
which  were  broke,  the  doors 
forced,  and  Juftice  Addington, 
with  all  the  conftable^,  expelied  : 
Mr.  Ellis  efcaped  with  the  utmoft 
hazard. 

Lord    George    Gordon,  during 

thefe    unwarrantable  proceedings, 

came  feveral  times  to   the  top  of 

the  gallery  flairs,  whence  he  ha- 
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rangued  the  people,  and  informed 
them  of  the  bad  fuccefs  their  pe- 
tition was  like  to  meet  with,  and 
marked  out  fuch  members  as  were 
rppofing  it,  particularly  Mr, 
Burke,  the  member  for  Briftol. 
He  told  them,  at  firft,  that  it 
was  propofed  to  take  it  into  con- 
fideration  on  Tuefday,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe,  but  that  he 
did  not  like  delays,  for  the  par- 
liament might  be  prorogued  by 
that  time. 

He  afterwards  came  and  faid^ 

*  Gentlemen,  the  alarm  has  gone 
forth  for  many  miles  round  the 
city.  You  have  got  a  vc-y  good 
prince,  who,  as  foon  as  he  (hall 
hear  the  alarm  has  feized  fuch  a 
number  of  men,  will  no  doubt  fend 
down  private  orders  to  his  mini- 
llers  to  enforce  the  prayer  of  your 
petition. 

General  Conway,  and  feveral 
other  members,  expoftulated  with 
him  very  warmly  on  the  mifchiefa 
that  might  arife  from  fuch  con- 
duft;  and  Colonel  Gordon,  a  near 
relation  of  his  lordihip's,  went  up 
to  him,  and  accofted  him  in  the 
following  manner:  *  My  Lord 
George,  do  you  intend  to  bring 
your  rafcally  adherents  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ?  If  you  do— 
the  firft  man  of  them  that  ent»rs, 
I  will  plunge  my  fword  not  into 
his,  but  into  your  body. 

While  his  lordfhip  was  making 
his  fecond  fpeech  to  the  mob, 
another  of  his  relations.  General 
Grant,  came  behind  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  him  back 
into  the  Houfe,  and  faid  to  him, 

*  For  God's  fake.  Lord  George  1 
do  not  lead  thefe  poor  people  into 
any  danger.' — His  lordihip,  how- 
ever, made  the  general  no  anfwer, 
but    continued    his    harangue-^ 

*  You 
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*  You  fee,  faid  he,  in  this  effort 
to  perfuade  me  from  my  duty, 
before  your  eyes,  an  inftance  of 
the  difficulties  I  have  to  encouqter 
with  from  fuch  wife  men  of  this 
world  as  my  honourable  friend 
behind  my  back.' 

Alderman  Sawbridge  and  others 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  peo- 
ple to  clear  the  lobby,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  The  Affiftant  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons likewife  addrefled  them, 
but  gained  nothing  except  curfes. 
Soon  after  this,  a  party  af  horfe 
and  foot  guards  arrived.  Juflice 
Addington  was  at  the  head  of  the 
borfe,  and  was  received  with 
hiffes;  but  on  his  affuring  the 
people  that  his  difpofition  towards 
them  was  peaceable,  and  that  he 
would  order  the  foldiers  away,  if 
they  would  give  their  honour  to 
difperfe,  he  gained  their  good  will. 
Accordingly  the  cavalry  galloped 
off,  and  upwards  of  iix  hundred 
of  the  petitioners,  after  giving  the 
magiftrate  three  cheers,  departed. 

The  greatelt  part  of  the  day  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had  been  taken  up  in  de- 
bates  concerning  the  mob.  When 
they  had  obtained  fome  degree  of 
order.  Lord  George  introduced 
his  bufinefs  with  informing  them, 
that  he  had  before  him  a  Petition 
figned  by  near  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  majefty's 
proteltant  fubjefts,  praying,  •  A 
repeal  of  the  adl  pafl'ed  the  laft 
feffion  ia  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,'  and  moved  to  have  the 
faid  petition  brought  up. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  feconded  the 
motion,  and  leave  was  given  ac- 
cordingly. 

Having  brought  up  the  petition, 
his  Lordihip  then  moved  to  have 


it  taken  into  immediate  confider- 
ation,  and  was  again  feconded  by 
Mr.  Alderman  BuJI. 

After  fome  debate,  the  Houfe 
divided,  and  there  appeared  6  for 
the  petition,  and  192  againft  it. 
Soon  after  this  the  Houfe  adjourn- 
ed, and  the  mob  having  difperfed 
from  the  avenues  of  both  Houfes, 
the  guards  were  ordered  home. 

Though  order  and  tranquillity 
were  re  eftabliflied  in  this  part  of 
the  town,  it  was  far  otherwife 
elfewhere.  The  mob  paraded  off 
in  different  divifions  from  Palace- 
yard,  and  fome  of  them  went  to 
the  Romifli  Chapel  in  Duke-ftreet, 
Lincoln's-inn-fields,  others  to  that 
in  Warwick-ftreet,  Golden-fquare, 
both  of  which  they  in  a  great 
meafure  demolifhed.  The  mili- 
tary were  fent  for,  but  could  not 
arrive  time  enough  at  either  to 
prevent  mifchief.  Thirteen  of 
the  rioters  were  however  taken, 
and  the  mob,  for  that  night,  dif- 
perfed. 

The  riots,  which  were  fo  alarm- 
ing on  the  Friday  evening,  partly 
fubfided  on  Saturday  ;  but  on  Sun- 
day in  the  afternoon,  the  rioters 
aflembled  again  io  large  bodies, 
and  attacked  the  chapels  and  dwel- 
ling-houfes  of  the  catholics  in  and 
about  Moorfields.  They  flript 
their  houfes  of  furniture,  and  their 
chapels  not  only  of  the  orna- 
ments and  infignia  of  religion,  but 
tore  up  the  altars,  pulpits,  pews, 
and  benches,  and  made  fires  of 
them,  leaving  nothing  but  the  bare 
walls. 

On  Monday  the  rioters  colleded 
again.  Some  paraded  with  the 
reliques  of  havock,  v.hich  they  col- 
le^ed  in  Moorfields,  as  far  as 
Lord  George  Gordon's  houfe  in 
Welbeck  -  ttreet,    and    afterwards 
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burnt  them  in  the  adjacent  fields. 
Another  party  went  to  Virginia- 
lane,  Wapping,  and  a  third  to 
Nightingale-lane,  Eaft-Smithfield, 
where  they  feverally  deftroyed  the 
catholic  chapels,  and  committed 
other  outrages.  Mr.  Rainsforth, 
tallow-chandler,  of  Stanhope- 
ftreet,  Clare -market,  and  Mr. 
Maberly,  of  Little  Queen-ftrcet, 
Lincoln's-Inn-fields,  who  had  ap- 
peared as  evidences  on  the  exa- 
mination of  thofe  who  had  been 
committed,  had  each  of  them  their 
houfes  I  and  Ihops  dripped,  and 
their  contents  committed,  to  the 
flames.  Sir  George  Saville'shoufe 
in  Leicefter-fields,  underwent  the 
fame  fate,  for  preparing  and  bring- 
ing the  bill  into  parliament,  in 
favour  of  the  catholics. 

Thi.s  day  alfo,  which  was  held 
as  the  anniverfary  of  the  king's 
birth  -  day,  a  proclamation  was 
iffued,  promifinga  reward  of  500I. 
to  thofe  who  would  make  difco- 
very  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
demolifliing  and  fetting  fire  to  the 
Sardinian  and  Bavarian  chapels. 
The  perfons  formerly  apprehend- 
ed were  re-examined,  and  feme 
were  difcharged;  others  were  or- 
dered to  Newgate,  and  were  ef- 
corted  there  by  a  party  of  the 
guards,  whom,  on  their  return, 
the  mob  pelced. 

On  Tuefday  all  the  military  in 
town  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the 
Tower,  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, St.  James's,  St.  George's 
Fields,  &c.  during  the  day.  Not- 
withllanding  every  precaution. 
Lord  Sandwich  was  wounded  in 
attempting  to  go  down  to  the 
Parliament  Houfe  to  attend  his 
duty,  his  carriage  demolilhed,  and 
himfelf  refcued  by  the  military 
wiith  difficulty. 


About  fix  in  the  evening,  one 
party  went  to  the  houfe  of  Juftiee 
Hyde,  near  Leiceller-fields,  which 
they  deftroyed  ;  another  party  pa- 
raded through  Long  Acre,  down 
Holborn,    &c.    till   they  came   to 
Newgate,    and    publicly   declared 
they    would    go    and    releafe    the 
confined  rioters.     When  they  ar- 
rived at  the  doors  of  the  prifon, 
they  demanded  of  Mr.  Akerman, 
the   keeper,   to  have    their   com- 
rades immediately  delivered  up  to 
them  ;  and  upon  his  perfifting  to 
do   his   duty,    by   refufing,    they 
began  to  break  the  windows,  forne 
to  batter  the  doors  and  entrances 
into  the  cells,  with  pick-axes  and 
fledge-hammers,  others  with  lad- 
ders    to    climb    the  walls,    while 
feveral   collefted    fire-brands,  and 
whatever  combuftibles  they  could 
find,  and  flung  into  his  dwelling- 
houie.     What  contributed  to  the 
fpreading  of  the  flames,  was  the 
great  quantity  of  houftiold  furni- 
ture belonging  to  Mr.  Akerman, 
which  they  threw  out  of  the  win- 
dows, piled  up  againft  the  doors, 
and  fet  fire  to  ;  the  force  of  which 
prefently    communicated    to     the 
houfe,  from  the  houfe  to  the  cha- 
pel, and  from  thence  through  the 
prifon.     As  foon  as  the  flames  had 
deftroyed   Mr.  Akermah's   houfe, 
which  was  part  of  Newgate,  and 
were  communicated   to  the  wards 
and  cells,  all  the  prifoners,   to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred,  among 
whom   were   four    under   fentence 
of  death,  and  ordered  for  execution 
on  the  Thurfday  following,  were 
releafed. 

Not  fatiated  with  the  deftruftion 
of  this  great  building,  a  party  was 
fent  among  the  catholics  in  De- 
vonfliire-ftreet.  Red  Lion-fquare; 
anelhcr   to   the  houfe  of   Juftiee 
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Cox,  in  Great  Queen-ftreet,  which 
was  foon  deftroyed  ;  a  third  broke 
open  the  doors  of  the  New  Prifon, 
Clerkenwell,  and  turned  out  aJi 
the  pri Toners;  a  fourth  deftroyed 
the  furniture  and  eft'efls,  writings, 
&c.  of  Sir  John  Fielding ;  and  a 
fifth  defperate  and  infernal  gang 
went  to  the  elegant  houfe  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  Bloomfbury-fquare, 
which  they,  with  the  mod  unre- 
lenting fury,  fet  fire  to  and  con- 
fumed.— They  began  by  break- 
ing down  the  doors  and  windows, 
and  from  every  pare  of  the  houfe 
flung  the  fuperb  furniture  into 
the  ftreet,  where  large  fires  were 
made  to  deftroy  it.  They  then 
proceeded  to  his  lordfhip's  law- 
library,  &c.  and  deftroyed  fome 
thoufand  volumes,  with  many  ca- 
pital manufcripts,  mortgages,  pa- 
pers, and  other  deeds.  The  rich 
wardrobe  of  wearing  apparel,  and 
fome  very  capital  piftures,  were 
alfo  burned  ;  and  they  afterwards 
forced  their  way  into  his  lordftiip's 
wine-cellars,  and  plentifully  be- 
ftowed  it  on  the  populace.  A 
p^rty  of  guards  now  arrived,  and 
a  magiftrate  read  the  riot-acl, 
and  then  was  obliged  to  give 
orders  for  a  detachment  to  fire, 
when  about  fourteen  obeyed,  and 
Ihot  feveral  men  and  women,  and 
wounded  others.  They  were  or- 
dered to  fire  again,  which  they 
did,  without  efteft.  This  did  not 
intimidate  the  mob  ;  they  began 
to  pull  the  houfe  down,  and  burn 
the  floors,  planks,  fpars,  &c.  and 
deftroyed  the  out-houfes  and  fta- 
bles ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  the 
whole  was  confumed. — Lord  and 


Lady  ManEfield  made  their  efcape 
through  a  back  door,  a  few  mi- 
nutes before  the  rioters  broke  in 
and  tpok  pofleflion  of  the  houfe. 

It  is  impoffible  to  give  any  ade- 
quate defcription  of  the  events  of 
Wednefday.  Notice  was  fent 
round  to  the  public  prifons  of  the 
King's-Bench,  Fleet,  &c.  by  the 
mob,  at  what  time  they  would 
come  and  burn  them  down.  The 
fame  kind  of  infernal  humanity 
was  exercifed  towards  Mr.  Lang^ 
dale,  adiftiller  in  Holborn,  whofe 
lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  near 
loo.oool.  and  feveral  other  Romifh 
individuals.  In  the  afternoon  all 
the  (hops  were  ihut,  and  bits  of 
blue  filk,  by  way  of  flags,  hung 
out  at  moft  houfes,  with  the  words 
'  No  Popery,'  chalked  on  the 
doors  and  window  -  fhutters,  by 
way  of  deprecating  the  fury. of 
the  infurgents,  from  which  no 
perfon  thought  himfelf  fecure. 

As  foon  as  the  day  was  drawing 
towards  a  clofe,  one  of  the  moll 
dreadful  fpedacles  this  country 
ever  beheld  was  exhibited.  Let 
thofe,  who  were  not  fpeftators  of 
it,  judge  what  the  inhabitants 
felt  when  they  beheld  at  the  fame 
inftant  the  flames  afcending  and 
rolling  in  clouds  from  the  ICing'sr 
Bench  and  Fleet  Prifons,  from 
New  Bridewell,  from  the  toll- 
gates  on  Black -friars  Bridge*, 
from  houfes  in  eve^y  quarter  of 
the  town,  and  particularly  from 
the  bottom  and  middle  of  Hfol- 
born,  where  the  conflagration 
was  horiible  beyond  defcription. 
The  houfes  that  were  firft  fet  on 
fire  at  this  laft-mentioned  place. 


*  The  toll-gates  at  Black-friars  appear  to  haye  been  burnt  for  the  fake  of 
plunder :  fome  lives  were  loft  there,  and  one  man,  who  was  fhot,  ran  thirty  or 
foify  yards  before  he  dropped. 

[^]  3  both 


262]        ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780. 


bo-rh  belonged  to  Mr.  Langdale, 
an  eminent  diftiller,  and  contained 
iinnienfe  quantities  of  fpirituous 
liquors.— Six-and-thirty  fires,  all 
blazing  at  one  time,  and  in 
different  quarters  of  the  city, 
were  to  be  feen  from  one  fpot. 
—During  the  whole  night  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  run- 
ning up  and  down  with  fuch 
goods  and  effetfls  as  they  wifhed 
mod  to  preferve.  The  tremf  ndous 
roar  of  the  authors  of  thefe  hor- 
j-ible  fcenes  was  heard  at  one  in- 
llant,  and  at  the  next;  the  dread- 
ful reports  of  foldiers  mufquets, 
firing  in  platoons,  and  from  dif- 
ferent quarters  :  in  (hort,  every 
thing  ferved  to  impreJs  the  mind 
with  ideas  of  univerfal  anarchy 
and  approaching  defolation. 

Two  attempts,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  were  made  upon 
the  Bank  ;  but  the  rioters  were 
fo  much  ihtimidated  by  the 
ilrength  with  which  they  beheld 
It  guarded,  that  their  attacks  were 
but  feebly  conduced,  and  they 
were  repulfed  at  the  firft  fire  from 
ihe  military.  They  made  an 
effort  to  break  into  the  Pay-oifice 
likewife,  and  met  the  fame  fate. 
Several  of  them  fell  in  thefe  fkir- 
Tnifhes,  and  many  were  wounded. 

Had  the  Bank  and  the  public 
ofRces  been  the  firft  objeds  of 
their  fury,  inflead  of  the  houfes  of 
individuals,  the  chapels,  and  the 
prifons,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  they  would  have  fucceeded  in 
their  attempt;  and  what  the  con- 
fequences  in  that  cafe  would  have 
been,  let  any  rational  mind  figure 
toitfelf! 

It  is  impofTible  to  afcertain  the 
number  of  unhappy  wretches  who 
loft  their  lives  in  the  courfe  of 
this  dreadful  night — Powder  and 


ball  was  not  fo  fatal  to  them  as 
their  own  inordinate  appetites. 
Nambers  died  with  inebriation, 
efpecially  at  the  diftilleries  of  the 
unfortunate  Mr.  Langdale,  from 
whofe  vefTels  the  liquor  ran  down 
the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  was  taken 
up  by  pailfuls,  and  held  to  the 
mouths  of  the  deluded  multitude  ; 
many  of  whom  killed  themfelves 
with  drinking  non-reftified  fpirits, 
and  were  burnt  or  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

The  regulars  and  militia  had 
poured  in  fo  faft,  in  confequence 
of  the  exprefies  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  that  the  citizens  on 
Thurfday  began  to  recover  from 
their  confternation.  They  were, 
however,  fo  thoroughly  alarmed, 
and  fo  much  afFefted  by  the  de- 
predations they  beheld  on  every 
fide,  that  the  fhops  were  univer- 
fally  fhut  from  Tyburn  to  White- 
chapel,  and  no  bufinefs  of  any 
kind,  except  at  the  Bank,  was 
tranfafted.  —  The  military  were 
exceedingly  aftive  this  day ;  and 
fecured  great  numbers  of  difor- 
derly  perfons ;  feveral  were  taken 
in  the  cells  of  Newgate,  attempt- 
ing to  rekindle  the  fire  in  thofe 
parts  which  had  not  been  totally 
deftroyed. 

The  following  is  faid  to  be  a 
copy  of  the  return  made  to  Lord 
Amherft  of  the  kiHed  and  wound- 
ed during  the  difturbances 
By    aflbciation    troops 

and  guards 
By  light  horfe 

Died  in  hofpitals        -         75 
Prifoners  now  under  cure  1 7  3 


tances  : 

101 J  'Ji 


45! 


The  number  of  thofe  who  pe^ 
rifh«d    from  inebriation,   and   in 

the 
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the  ruins  of  the  demolished  houfes, 
is  not  known,  but  is  conceived  to 
hav  been  very  confiderable. 

Friday,  at  eleven  o'clock,  a 
Council  was  held  at  Lord  Stor- 
inont's  office  in  Cleveland-row  ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  a  war- 
rant was  iffued  by  his  Majefty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  di- 
reded  to  Mann  and  Staley,  two 
of  his  Majefty's  Meflengers  in  or- 
dinary, for  the  apprehending  and 
taking  into  fafe  cuftody,  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  George  Gordon. 
The  meflengers,  on  receiving  their 
warrants,  inftantly  repaired  to  his 
houfe  in  Welbeck-ftreet,  and, 
getting  admittance,  were  intro- 
duced to  his  lordfhip,  whom  they 
made  immediately  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  their  vifit  : — Lord 
George  only  replied,—'  If  you 
are  fure  it  is  me  you  want,  I  am 
ready  to  attend  you  !' — Upon 
which,  a  hackney  -  coach  being 
previoufly  got  ready,  and  a  party 
of  light  horfe  having  received 
crders  to  attend  in  an  adjacent 
llreet,  his  lordfhip  was  condu(fied 
fafely  by  them,  about  fix  o'clock, 
to  the  Horfe-Guards.— -A  long 
examination  took  place  in  the 
War-office,  before  the  Lord  Pre- 
fident.  Lord  North,  Lord  Am- 
herft,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
feveral  other  Lords  of  the  Privy- 
council  ;  and  at  half  an  hour  after 
nine.  Lord  George  Gordon  was 
committed  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower.  The  guards  that  attended 
.him  were  by  far  the  greateft  in 
number  ever  remembered  to  guard 
a  flate  prifoner.  A  large  party  of 
infantry  preceded  in  front,  his 
Lordfhip  following  in  a  coach,  in 
which  were  two  officers  ;  two  fol- 
diers  rode  behind  the  coach,  and 
immediately    followed      General 


Carpenter's  regiment  of  dragoons  ; 
after  which  came  a  colonel's  guard 
of  the  foot  guards,  befides  a  party 
of  the  militia,  which  marched  on 
each  fide  of  the  coach.  The  ca- 
valcade pafi'ed  over  Weftminfter- 
bridge,  through  St.  George's 
Fields,  the  Borough,  and  f)  oa 
to  the  Tower,  where  his  lordfhip 
alighted  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
refted  that  uight  in  the  Governor's 
apartment?. — The  fame  day  Mr. 
Fifher,  Secretary  to  the  Proteftant 
Aflbciation,  was  taken  to  the 
Tower,  examined  by  the  Privy- 
council,  and  honourably  dif- 
mifTed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  mili- 
tary, that  was  made  on  Thurfday, 
produced  fo  good  an  eifefl,  that 
there  was  no  riot  or  difturbances 
in.  any  part  of  the  town,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  the  next 
day  (Friday)  peace  and  tran- 
quillity were  reltorcd,  and  the 
only  uneafinefs  felt,  was,  that 
the  metropolis  was  fubjeded  to 
martial  law.  This  very  difa- 
greeable  apprehenfion  arofe  from 
the  proclamation  which  was  ifTued, 
declaring  that  orders  were  givea 
to  the  military  power  to  exert 
their  utmoll  endeavours  for  the 
relloring  pf  peace.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  diflipate  this  idea,  the 
following  hand-bill  was  circulated 
in  every  quarter  of  the  town  :— . 

'  Whereas  fome  ill  defigning 
and  malicious  perfons  have  pub- 
liihed,  for  the  purpofe  of  difquiet- 
ing  the  minds  of  his  Majeily's 
faithful  fubjedls,  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  try  the  prifoners,  now 
in  cuftody,  by  martial  law  ;  no- 
tice is  given,  by  authority,  that 
no  fuch  purpofe  or  intention  has 
ever  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
Govercment  j    but    that  the  faid 
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prifoners  will  be  tried  by  the  due 
courfe  of  law,  as  expeditioufly  as 
may  be.* 

We  muft  not  forget  to  mention, 
that  attempts  were  made  to  create 
the  fame  difturbances  at  Hull, 
Briftol,-  and  Bath.  By  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate  they  vverfe  fruftrated  ;  but 
at  Bath  not  till  a  chapel  and  fome 
houfes  were  deftroyed. 

IN  this  ample  detail  of  the  tu- 
mults, which  threatened  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  metropolis,  it 
cannot  but  be  remarked,  that 
fcarce  any  attempt  appears  to  haVe 
been  made  either  to  prevent  them, 
43r  to  check  their  progrefs.  For  fix 
days  fucceffively,  from  Friday  the 
2d  of  June  to  Thurfday  the  8th, 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter  were  delivered  up  into 
the  hands  of  an  unarmed  and 
ramelefs  mob,  to  be  plundered 
at  its  difcretion.  Much  blame  on 
this  account  has  been  thrown  on 
the  magiftrates  of  the  cities,  much 
on  the  king's  minifters  ;  with 
what  juftice  the  following  au- 
thentic papers  will  in  fome  mea- 
fure  enable  our  readers  to  judge. 

.  Copies  of  the  Letters  tAj^ich  pajfed 
hetiAjeen  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  Lord  Prejident  of  the  Coun- 
,cilj  the  Comma7ider  in  Chief, 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  London, 
end  alfo  rf  the  King^ s  Procla- 
mation, relutl've  to  the  late  Riots. 


St.  J  antes'' s, 

.    \\M.p 

My  Lord, 

AS   information 

received   gives  me 


June  3, 
Ti>JO  P. 


1780. 
M. 


which   I   have 
reafon  to  ap- 


prehend   that   tumylts    rasy  arife 


within  your  lordfliip's  jurifdiflion, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  convey  to 
you  immediately  this  information. 
I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recommend 
the  matter  to  your  lordfhip's  at- 
tention, and  am  confident,  from 
your  known  activity,  that  you 
will  not  omit  any  legal  exertion 
of  the  civil  power  which  may  con- 
tribute upon  this  occafion  to  pre- 
ferve  the  public  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  lord. 
Your  lordfhip*s 
Moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Stormont. 
The  Right  lion,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London. 

St.  yames's,  fune^,  1780. 
25  M.  p.  Ten,  P.  M, 
My  Lord, 
INFORMATION    which      I 
have  juft  received  makes  me  think 
it   my  indifpenfable    duty  to   re- 
commend  the  contents  of  the  let- 
ter which    I    had  the    honour  to 
write  to  your  lordfhip  yefterday, 
to  your  moft  ferious  confideration. 
I  cannot  but  hope  and  truft,  from 
your    lordftiip's    known    zeal  and 
aftivity,  that  every  effedual  legal 
method  will  be    ufed    by  you   to 
preferve     the    public    peace,    by 
guarding  it  againft  thole  dangers 
to  which  it  ftands  expofed. 
I  am,  with  great  refped. 
My  lord. 

Your  lordlhip's 
Moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Stormont, 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 

St.  Jameses,  "June  5,  17 So. 
My  Lord, 
W  E   learnt  with    pleafure,   by 
your   lordship's  verbal  anfwer  re- 
turned to  Lord  Stormont's  letter 

of 
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of  lad  nigh^,  that  you  were  then 
ufing  your  beft  endeavours  to  dif- 
perle  the  tumultuous  afiembly  in 
Moorfields,  and  to  prevent  every 
outrage.  Thofe  endeavours  feem 
to  have  been  in  feme  degree  fuc- 
cefsful  for  a  time  ;  but  we  have 
juft  received  intelligence,  which 
gives  us  equal  concern  and  fur- 
prize,  that  there  is  aftually  a  ri- 
otous meeting  at  the  fame  place, 
and  that  a  great  number  of  fe- 
ditious  perfons  are  employed  in 
demolilhing  different  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  all  this  is  done  in 
broad  day,  according  to  our  in- 
formation, without  the  lead  in- 
terpofition  of  the  civil  magiftrates 
to  preferve  the  public  peace. 

Under  thefe  confiderations  we 
think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty 
again  to  call  your  lordlhip's  at- 
tention to  fuch  very  ferious  objedts, 
and  we  cannot  but  perfuade  our- 
felves  that  you  will  feel  that  a 
conftant,  uninterrupted  exertion 
of  every  poffible  legal  endeavour 
to  prevent  or  quell  fuch  outrages, 
and  to  preferve  or  reftore  the  pub- 
lic order  and  tranquillity,  and  to 
feize  and  fecure  the  principal  de- 
linquents, that  they  may  be 
brought  to  jultice,  is  an  indif- 
penfable part  of  the  duty  of  the 
high  ftation  in  which  your  lord- 
Ihip  is  placed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  lord. 
Your  lordfliip's  mod  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervants, 
Stormont, 
'         Hillsborough. 
^h  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor 

of  the  city  of  London, 

George  R. 
WHEREAS    a   great    number 
©f  difofderly  perfons  have  affem- 


bled.  themfelves  together  in  a 
riotous  and  tumultuous  manner, 
and  have  been  guilty  of  many  afts 
of  treafon  and  rebellion,  having 
made  an  affault  on  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,  fet  loofe  the  prifoners 
confined  therein,  and  fet  fire  to 
and  deftroyed  the  faid  prifon  : 
And  whereas  houfes  are  now 
pulling  down  in  feveral  parts  of 
our  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter,  and  liberties  thereof,  and 
fires  kindled  for  confuming  the. 
materials  and  furniture  of  the 
fame,  whereby  it  is  become  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  ufe  the  moft 
effedlual  means  to  quiet  fuch 
difturbances,  to  preferve  the  lives 
and  properties  of  individuals,  and 
to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  country: 
We,  therefore,  taking  the  fame 
into  our  moft  ferious  confideration, 
have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to 
iffue  this  our  royal  Proclamation, 
hereby  ftridlly  charging  and  ex-" 
horting  all  our  loving  fubjefts  to 
preferve  the  peace,  and  to  keep 
themfelves,  their  fervants  and  ap- 
prentices, quietly  within  their 
refpeftive  dwellings,  to  the  end 
that  all  well-difpofed  perfons  may 
avoid  thofe  mifchiefs  which  the 
continuance  of  fuch  riotous  pro- 
ceedings may  bring  upon  the 
guilty  :  And  as  it  is  neceffary, 
from  the  circumftances  before- 
mentioned,  to  employ  the  military 
force,  with  which  we  are  bv  law 
entrufted,  for  the  immediate' fup~ 
predion  of  fuch  rebellious  and 
traiterous  attempts,  now  making 
againft  the  peace  and  dignity  of 
our  Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
lives  and  properties  of  our  fub- 
jefts.  We  have  therefore  ifflied 
the  mod  dired  and  effedua!  orders 
to  all  our  officers,  by  an  imme- 
diate 
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diate    exertion    of    their    utmoft  The  inhabitants  of  the  boroogh 

force,     to    reprefs    the    fame,    of  of  Southwark,  thofeof  the  pari{h  of 

which     all   peifons    are    to    take  Covent-garden,  and  fome  of  other 

notice.  parifhes,  have  formed   themfelves 

Given    at    our    Court    at    St.  into  very  ufeful,  and  at  the  fame 

James's,  the   feventh   day  of  time  unexceptionable  afHciations ; 

June,    one    thoufand     feven  and  if  fomething  of  the  fame  kind 

hundred   and  eighty,  in    the  was  adopted  in   the  city,  there  i» 

t\ventieth  year  of  our  reign.  no  doubt  but  much  ufe  and  great 

God  fave  the  King.  fecuriiy   would     arife    therefrom  ; 

but  the  ufing  of  fire-arms  is  im- 

On  the  fame  day    the  folhixing  Peeper,  unneccflkry,  and  cannot  be 

general  orders    'were    ijfued  to    the  approved. 

tj§icers    and   commanaers    of  all  his  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

taajefly* s  forces  in  Great  Britain,  ^"^>  **■• 

Amherst, 
Lieut.  Col.  'T'wifleion. 


GENERAL   ORDERS. 

Adjutant -generals  office ^ 
June  7,   1780. 

**  In  obedience  to  an  order  of 


Whitehall,  I  ph  June,  1 780. 
SIR, 
I    HAVE    received    the   favou-r 


the  king  in  council,  the  military  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  on  the 

to  aS  without    waiting    for    di-  fubjeft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

]-e£lions  from  the  civil  magiftrates,  city  being  permitted  to  carry  arms, 

and  to  ufe  force  for  difperfing  the  and  I  cannot  fay  more  on  the  ge- 

illegal  and  tumultuous  affemblies  neral  fubjedl  than  I  mendoned  in 

of  the  people.  my    letter    to   you   of  yellerday's 

Wm.Amhkrst,  Adjutant-gen."  date,  which  was  a  clear  disappro- 
bation of   that    part   of  the    lord 

Se-veral  inhabitants   of  the  city   of  mayor's    plan   which    regards   the 

London   halving  propofed  to  arm  arms. 

themfelves  for  their   cotnnian  pre-  \^  therefore  any  arms  are  found 

fervatioH,    the  folloiuing    letters  in   the    hands   of  perfons,   except 

pafjed  on  that  fuhjed.  they  are  cf  the  city  militia,  or  are 

perfons  authoriztd  by  the  king  to 

Whitehall,   izth  June,  1 780.  be  armed,  you  will  pleafe  to  order 

SIR,  the  arms  to  be  delivered  up  to  you, 

I  HAVE  received   the  favour  tobeffely  kept  until  further  order. 

of  your  letter  of  this  date,  with  I  am,   SIR, 


Your  moli  obedient, 

and  molt  humble  fervant, 
Amherst. 


the  feveral  papers  inclofed.     If  in 
the  printed  paper,  with  the  lord 
mayor's   name   annexed,  firelocks 
are  meant  by  the  words,  '*  nuith    Lieut,  Col.  Twfletcn. 
their  arms  "  in  the  firil  article  of 

the  paper,  I  wholly  difapprove  of  Whitehall^  June  li.th,  1780. 

that  intention  :  no  perfon  can  bear  SIR, 

arms  in  this  country  but  under  offi-         I    HAVE    had    the    honour   to 
ters  having  the  king's  coaimiiTions.    receive  your  ieUcx  of  this  day's 

date. 
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date,  and  I  have  alfo  ieen  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Grinfield.  I  cannot 
•fay  more  regarding  the  propofal 
for  putting  arms  inio  the  hands  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  than 
is  contained  in  my  letters  to  you 
of  Monday's  and  yefterday's  date, 
and  I  fully  approve  of  your  con- 
du£i  upon  thewholeof  thisbufinefs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
aldermen  in  propofing  to  arm  their 
wards,  mean  by  way  of  general 
defence  ;  but  fnppofing  that  the 
affembling  the  inhabitants  under 
arms  was  legal,  the  inconvenien- 
•cies  which  you  have  ftated  to  the 
mayor,  &c.  as  likely  to  arife  from 
the  motley  appearance  of  the  arm- 
ed inhabitants  in  cafe  of  the  rio- 
ters affembling  again,  fhould,  I 
think,  be  fufficient  to  induce  the 
inagiflrates  of  the  city  to  drop  the 
intention. 

I  have  laid  before  the  king's 
confidential  fervants  all  your  let- 
ters upon  this  fubjeft,  together 
with  copies  of  my  anfwers  to  them ; 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  inform  you 
that  your  conduA  has  received  their 
full  approbation,  as  well  as  that 
of. 

Sir,  &c, 

Amherst. 
Colonel  Tnuijlgton. 

Bridge  Ward  Within ,    l^th  June, 
1780. 
My  Lord, 
WE  are  directed,  by  the  unani- 
mous refolution  of  a  very  nume- 
rous   and    refpeflable    wardmote, 
held  at  Fiflimongerb-hall,  this  day, 
before  Thomas  Wooldridge,  Efq; 
alderman,  to  apply  to  your  lord- 
fliip  for  the  king's  leave  to  affociate 
ourfelves,  purfuant  to  the  annex- 
ed plan,  fot"  the  prefervation  of 


ourfelves  and  neighbours,  againll 
a  renewal  of  the  mifchiefs  fo  re... 
cently  experienced  from  a  lawiefs 
and  licentious  banditti. 

As  the  llrongeft  fentiments  of 
loyalty  and  alFedion  to  his  majefty 
and  the  conftitution  are  oar  go- 
verning principles,  we  rely  on  your 
lordfhip's  kind  recommendation  of 
this  meafure. 

We  have  the  h<>nour  to  be 
your  lordlhip*s.  Sec, 
James  vSanderson, 
James  Davidson, 
Joseph  Hardcastli^ 
Wm.  Anderson, 
Jac.  Wrench, 
M.  Duke  Thompsjon, 
Fras.  Garret. 
Right  Hon.  LordAmberft,  i^c,  ^c, 

The  Plan  referred  to  above. 
A  battalion  company  of  fifty  of 
the  opulent  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, armed,  clbathed,  and  taught 
the  manual  and  platoon  exercife, 
at  their  own  expence,  and  not  to 
do  duty  out  of  Bridge  Ward. 

Whitehall,  iSthJune,  1780. 
SIR 
HAVING  laid  before  the  king 
the  letter  of  yefterday *s  date,  figned 
by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Ward 
of  Bridge  Within,  thatyou  put  into 
my  hands  this  morning,  whereia 
it  is  defired  that  a  certain  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ward 
rnay  have  leave  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  company,  and  be  armed 
for  the  purpole  of  preferving  them- 
felves and  neighbours  in  cafe  there 
fhould  be  a  renewal  of  the  late 
mifchiefs  in  the  metropolis,  or  any 
affembly  of  a  lawiefs  and  licen- 
tious mob ;  and  the  faid  propofi- 
tion  having  been  fully  taken  into 
confideration. 
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confideration,   I   am    to   acquaint    of  the  civil  magiftrate,  is  to  con- 
you  tiiat  it  is  not  thoughc  expe-     tin ue  in  force. 


I  beg  leave  to  fnbfcribe  myfelf^ 
with  the  greateft  refped, 
my  lord, 
your  lordfbip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
B.  Ken  NEXT,  mayor. 
Earl  BathnrJI. 

A    N   S.W   E   R. 

Whitehall,  Council-chamber t 
June  15. 
My  Lord, 
*'  I   HAVE    been    honoured 
with  your  lordlhip's  letter  of  yef- 
terday's  date,  and  have  laid    the 
fame  before  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council,  and  am   to  inform    your 
lordlhip,  that  we  apprehend  Lord 


dient  that  any  perfons  ihould  be 
permitted  to  ufe  arms,  otherwife 
than  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
their  houfes,  or  being  under  the 
command  of  perfons  receiving  com- 
jRiffions  from  the  king. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Amherst. 
Mr.  Alderman  Wooldridge. 

In  confequence  of  the  orders  from 
the  Adjutant-General  and  the  abo've 
.-Jetters,  the  folloiuing  ^as  f^nt  to  the 
^«r/Bathurft: 

Guildhall,  \\thjune,  1780. 

My  Lord, 
I  AM  direfted  by  th«  court  of  Amherft's  letter  to'  your  lordfhip 
aldermen  to  inform  your  lordfhip,  of  the  13th  inftant  has  not  been 
that,  in  obedience  to  your  lord-  properly  underllood  ;  for  when  hp 
Ihip's  orders,  they  have  made  dili-  fpeaks  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  of 
gent  fearch  in  the  feveral  wards  the  city  militia,  or  other  perfons 
after  thofc  diforderly  perfons  who  authorifed  by  the  king  to  be  arm- 
have  been  concerned  in  the  late  ed,  he  certainly  includes  the  arms 
dangerous  riots,  and  have  taken  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  and 
to  their  afliftance  the  houfe-keep-  houfekeepers,  who,  by  virtue  of 
<;rs  in  each  diftrift,  who  have  arm-  an  order  of  the  court  of  lieute- 
cd  themfelves,  under  the  diredlion  nancy,  are  required  to  keep  thefli 
of  the  court,  for  the  purpofe  of  in  their  houfes  ;  and  Colonel 
fapporting  the  civil  magidrate  ;  Xwifleton  has  put  the  proper  con- 
but  having  communicated  to  the  ftrudtion  on  thofe  letters,  by  only 
court  the  inclofed  letter  from  Lord  taking  arms  from  fufpeded  per- 
Amherft  to  Colonel Twilleton,  who  fons,  or  thofe  who  could  not  give 
favoured  me  with  copies  of  them,  a  good  account  of  themfelves. 
the  court  are  delirous  that  fome  While  the  military,  neceflary  for 
explanation  may  be  given  to  thofe  theprefervationof  thepublicpeace, 
Jetters,  as  they  now  militate  againft  remain  in  the  city,  it  will,  np 
the  orders  firft  received  from  your  doubt,  be  proper  that  the  order 
lordlhip:  they  alfo  beg  leave  to  of  the  Adjutant-general  for  their 
be  informed  by  your  lordftiip  whe-  afting  without  waiting  for  the  di- 
ther the  order  fent  to  Colonel  refting  of  the  civil  magiltrate 
Twiileton  by  the  Adjutant-gene-  fhould  continue  in  force.  The 
ral,  direfting  the  military  to  aft  attention  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
without  waiting  for  the  direftions  in  preferving  the  peace  of  the  fe- 
veral 
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veral  wards  is  extremely  commend- 
able ;  yet  the  greatell  care  (hould 
be  taken  that  any  armed  houfe- 
keepers  do  not  expofe  themfelvcs 
to  the  military,  who  in  a  tumult 
might  not  be  able  to  diftinguifli 
them  from  the  rioters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,   . 
my  lord, 
•    your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  p. 
Rig]l>t  Hon.  Lord  Mayer. 

To   ivhlch    the  follonuing    Reply 
'was  fent, 

GuiUhally  June  17,   1780. 

My  Lord, 
I  A  M  to  acknowledge  the  ho- 
nour of  your  lordfhip's  letter  of 
the  15th,  which  I  communicated 
to  the  court  of  aldermen  yefterday, 
by  whom  I  am  dire£\ed  to  repre- 
fent  to  your  lordlhip,  that  if  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  refer  to  my  let- 
ter of'the  14th,  your  lordiliip  will 
find  the  letters  of  Lord  Amherll's 
there  mentioned  (copies  of  which 
were  inclofed)  were  not  addreffed 
to  me,  but  to  Colonel  7\vifleton  ; 
the  fecond  of  which  feems  to  im- 
port an  order  to  him  to  difarm  all 
perfons  in  whofe  hands  arms  fhould 
be  found,  except  the  city  militia, 
and  perfons  authorized  by  the 
king  to  be  armed  ;  which  order, 
it  is  apprehended,  would,  if  liter- 
ally executed,  difarm  thofe  alEli- 
ants,  without  whom  it  would  have 
been  impolTible  to  have  executed, 
and  will  now  be  impoffible  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  execution  of  the  order 
of  council  of.nhe  9th  inflant;  the 
aiCllance  which  the   aldermen  of 


this  city  judged  neceffary  to  take 
with  them  in  the  execution  of  that 
order,  in  addition  to  the  peace  offi- 
cers, being  bodies  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  their  refpeftive  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves  under 
the  diredion  of  the  court  of  alder- 
men (not  the  court  of  lieutenancy) 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  th© 
civij  magiftrate. 

The  court  were  the  more  in- 
clined to  fear,  that  the  order  ia 
queftion  would  be  fo  interpreted,  as 
Lord  Amherft  had  in  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Twifleton  of  the  twelfth 
inftant  expreffed  it  to  be  his  opi- 
nion, that  no  man  can  bear  arm* 
in  this  country  but  under  officer* 
having  the  king's  commiflion  ;  this 
was  what  was  meant  by  .faying; 
that  thofe  letters  militate  againli 
the  orders  firft  received  from  your 
lordlhip,  and  the  court  defire  to 
fubmit  to  your  lordfhip's  confider- 
ation  whether  fome  further  expla- 
nation may  not  be  neceffary  to 
prevent  a  conftruclion, which  would 
leave  the  civil  magiftrate  without 
power  to  a£l  at  all,  for  want  of 
neceflary  fupport,  efpecially  if  if 
be  thought  proper  that  the  Adju- 
tant-general's order  for  the  mili- 
tary to  aft,  without  waiting  for 
the  diredtion  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate, fhould  continue  longer  in 
force, 

I  am  further  directed  by  the 
court  to  reprefent  to  your  lordfliip, 
that  in  forming  their  opinion  upon 
this  fubjeft,  and  reqviefting  a  fur- 
ther explanation  of  Lord  Amherft's 
letters,  they  have  not  forgotten 
the  undoubted  right  of  all  his  ma- 
jefty's  Proteftant  fubjeds,  as  de- 
clared by  the  Firft  of  William  and 
Mary,  Stat.  2.  Chap.  2.  to  have 
arms  for  their  defence  fuitabje  to 

their 
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their  condition^  and  as  allowed  by 
law. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refpeft, 
my  lord, 
your  lordfhip's  xnoit  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
B.  Kennett,  mayor. 
Larl  Baihurji. 

Answer. 
Whitehall,  Ccuncil-chamher, 
June  20,  1780. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  been  honoured  with 
your  lordfhip's  letter  of  the  17th 
inftant,  defiring  a  further  explana- 
tion of  the  letters  fent  by  Lord 
Amherft  to  Colonel  Twifleton,  &c. 
and  have  taken  the  firft  opportu- 
nity of  laying  your  lordfhip's  faid 
letter  before  the  council ;  and  I 
am  to  fay  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  matter 
has  been  fully  explained  in  my  let- 
ter to  your  lordlhip  of  the  i  jth.— 
But  in  regard  to  what  your  lord- 
fhip  intimates  of  the  imprafticabi- 
lity  pf  proceeding  iff  the  execution 
of  what  was  required  by  the  letter 
from  the  privy- council  of  the  9th 
inftant,  without  the  affirtance  of 
the  inhabitantsofthefeveral  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves ;  the 
council  is  of  opinion,  that  at  a 
time  like  this  of  real  danger  from 
riots,  tumults,  and  rebellious  in- 
furreclions,  a  reafonable  number 
of  inhabitants,  armed  according  to 
the  nature  and  circumftance  of  the 
cafe,  may  attend  the  peace  officers 
as  afTifiants  to  them,  for  the  pre- 
fervatjon  of  the  public  peace,  un- 
til the  danger  be  over:  but  al- 
though his  majefly's  Proteftant 
fubjeds  may  have  arms  for  their 
defence  fuitable   to  their   condi- 


tions, and  as  allowed  by  law,  yet 
they  cannot  by  law  aflcmble  in 
bodies  armed,  and  be  muflered 
and  arrayed  without  the  authority 
of  his  majefty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 
your  lordfhip's  mofl  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  p. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Mayor. 

Second  Reply. 
Guildhall,  June  24,  1780. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  of  your 
lordfhip's  letter  of  the  20th,  in- 
forming me,  *'  That  the  council 
is  of  opinion  that  a  reafonable 
number  of  inhabitants,  armed  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  circum- 
ftance of  the  cafe,  may  attend  the 
peace  olHcers  as  affiflants  to  them 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace, 
until  the  danger  be  over,"  which 
I  have  communicated  to  the  court 
of  aldermen,  by  whofe  direftions 
I  am  to  reprefent  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  they  forefee  difficulties 
likely  to  arife  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  if  the  military  are  to 
aft  independently  of  thenij  and 
therefore,  as  well  as  to  quiet  the 
apprehenfions  naturally  arifing  from 
a  large  military  force  continuing 
in  the  capital,  and  not  under  the 
ufual  control  of  the  civil  magi- 
flrate,  they  fubmit  to  your  lord- 
fhip's  confideration  whether  the 
order  of  the  Adjutant-general  for 
them  to  aft  without  waiting  for 
the  direftions  of  the  civil  magi- 
flrate  fhould  ftill  continue,  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  ex- 
pedient in  the  prefent  Hate  of 
things  to  recall  that  order,    and 
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fubjeft  them  as  ufual  to  the  civil 
jnagiftrate. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refped, 
my  lord, 
your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
B.  Kennett,  mayor. 
Earl  Bathurji. 


proceedings  at  the  0\A  Bailey,  and  of 
the  Special  CommJffioTt  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's-hill,  for  the  Trial  of  the 
Kioters, 

ON  Wednefday,  June  28,'  the 
.feffions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  and  capitally 
convided  of  being  concerned  in 
the  late  riots ;  Mr.  Norton  and 
Mr.  Howarth  being  counfel  for 
the  profecution,  when  the  latter 
expatiated  on  the  nature  of  the 
oiFence  with  which  the  prii'oners 
ftood  charged,  ihewing  it  to  be 
felony  by  the  ftatute  i  Geo.  I. 
William  Lawrence  and  Richard 
Roberts,  were  firft  put  to  the  bar, 
and  were  clearly  convi«5\ed  of  hav- 
ing aided  and  affifted  in  deftroying 
Sir  John  Fielding's  houfe,  in  Bow- 
ftreet,  on  Tuefday  night,  June  6. 
Thomas  Taplin  was  next  arraign- 
ed, for  demanding  and  taking 
half-a-crown  from  Mr.  Mahon, 
apothecary,  the  corner  of  Bow- 
ftreer,  June  7,  and  convicled, 
though  his  counfel  attempted  to 
prove  him  infane.  William  Brown 
was  indifled  for  entering  the  dwel- 
ling-houfe  of  Francis  Deacon, 
cheefemonger,  and  holding  a  large 
knife  m  his  hand,  making  ufe  of 
the  following  words:  *•  D — n 
•'  your  eyes,  if  you  do  not  give 


**  me  a  (hilling  direclly,  V\\  bring 
*•  a  mob  that  will  pull  down  your 
*'  houfe  about  your  ears."  That 
accordingly  Mr.  Deacon  threw  a 
fhilling  into  his  hat.  Hewas  found 
guilty.  Death. 

June  29,  George  Kennedy  was 
indi^.^ed  for  deftroying  the  dweir 
ling-houfe  of  Mr.  M'Cartney,  4 
baker,  in  Featherllone-ttreet,  Bun- 
hill-row.  The  jury  brought  hinj 
in  guilty,  but  recommended  him 
to  mercy.  William  M'Donald* 
(a  foldier  with  only  one  arm)  for 
deftroying  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
John  Lebarry,  on  the  7ih  of  June, 
in  St.  Catherine's-lane,  Tower- 
hill,  was  found  guilty.  Death* 
James  Henry,  for  dellroying  the 
houfe,  &c.  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lang- 
daic,  at  Holbom-bridge,  June  7, 
was  found  guilty  ;  and  he  being 
the  principal  ring-leader  upon  this 
occafion,  the  Recorder  informed 
him,  that  from  the  circumftanccs 
of  his  cafe,  he  could  not  expeft 
mercy.  George  Barton,  for  af- 
faulting  Richard  Stowe,  in  Hol- 
born,  and  felonioufly  taking  front 
him  6d.  in  filver,  faying,  "  Pray 
**  remember  the  Proteftant  reli- 
**  gion."  He  was  found  guilty, 
but  recommended  to  mercy.  John. 
Ellis  was  indiited  for  beginning  to 
pull  down  the  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  the  Sun,  in  Golden-lane, 
June  7,  not  guilty.  Thomas 
Chambers  was  indi<ited  for  th9 
fame,  and  found  not  guilty. 

June  30.  William  Paceman  was 
indifted  for  demolifhing  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Chariton,  in  Coleman- 
llreet,  June  7,  and  found  guilty. 
The  court  adjourned  till  Monday. 

July  3.  The  important  trial  of 
Mr.  Maical,  the  apothecary,  came 
on.  He  was  indifted  for  riotoufly 
and  tuaiultuoufly  afTociating,   on 

the 
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the  7th  of  June,  with  feveral  per- 
fons  as  yet  unknown,  and  begin- 
ning to  pull  down  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  in 
Bloomfbury-fquare. 

Richard  Ingram  depofed,  **  That 
he  lives  in  Weymouth-llreet,  and 
was  in  Bloomfbury-fquare  at  half 
after  one  on  Wednefday  morning 
the  7th  of  June.  HeaTin,g  there 
was  a  fire  near  Queen's-fquare, 
and  having  relations  there,  he 
went  towards  it — He  faw  a  mob  at 
Lord  Mansfield's,  and  four  or  five 
fires — that  he  beheld  perfons  in 
the  houfe,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, bringing  out  furniture  and 
books.  He  faw  the  prifoner  (whom 
he  has  known  perfonally  for  fome 
years)  {landing  oppolite  Lord 
Mansfield's  doer  with  his  hands 
upon  a  boy's  fhoulder,  who  was 
putting  a  book  in  the  fire— He 
faw  nothing  in  his  hat  at  that 
time;  he  thought  he  was  encou- 
raging the  boy.  He  faw,  at  the 
fame  time,  furniture  carrying  out, 
and  feveral  books  burning ;  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  the 
prifoner  put  his  hand  on  the  boy's 
Ihoulder,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
encouraging,  not  preventing  the 
boy.  He  went  on  to  Devonfhire- 
ftreet,  but  did  not  flop  there,  and 
returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour — it  was  then  about  two  o' 
clock.  On  his  return,  he  faw  the 
prifoner  with  a  blue  cockade  in 
his  hat,  and  another  perfon  hold- 
ing his  arm :  furniture  was  fiill 
throwing  out,  and  books  burning; 
and  he  obferved  the  mob  were  go- 
ing for  more  books,  upon  which 
he  faid,  books  could  do  no  harm. 
A  perfon  on  his  left  hand  anfwer- 
ed,  *•  What,  fir!"  in  a  menacing 
tone :  he  corrected  himfelf,  and 
faid^  ♦*  Lord  George  will  get  this 
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"  bill  repealed ;  things  are  going 
**  too  far." 

_  Mr.  Mafcal,  who  was  on  his 
right  hand,  next  but  one,  looked 
over  the  next  man's  fhoulder,  and 
faid,  "  That's  a  damned  lie,  the 
*'  bill  won't  be  repealed."  Ano- 
ther perfon  then  faid.,  "  Mafcal, 
"  you  were  always  a  feditious  per- 
"  fom"  Mafcal  then  faid,  *'  That 
man  in  the  black  cockade  (mean- 
ing the  witnefs)  is  a  fpy.  He 
wears  a  cockade  as  being  on  the 
phyfical  ftafF,  and  was  furgeon  to 
a  regiment  of  dragoons,"  The 
man  on  his  right  hand  betweea 
him  and  Mafcal,  feized  him  by 
the  collar,  and  cried  out  *♦  Spies! 
fpies!"  The  mob,  on  that,  fhoved. 
him  about;  but  by  applying  to  a 
man,  he  and  the  mob  entered  into 
an  altercation,  whilil  he  flipped 
away  and  got  behind  Mr.  Mafcal. 
The  guard  then  came  up.  Mafcal 
faid,  pufh  forward  boys,  huzza'd, 
pulled  off  his  hat,  and  cried,  *'  No 
Popery!"  The  mob  prefTcd  clofe 
on  the  guard.  The  officer  pulled 
off  his  hat,  and  faid,  "  I  will  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  your  heads,"  and 
defired  them  to  difperfe.  He  foon 
after  faw  Mafcal  again.  A  party 
of  about  twelve  came  up  with  a 
blue  flag  towards  Mafcal,  urging 
"  where  next."  —  The  anfwer, 
which  he  belie^ues  was  from  Maf- 
cal, was  Duke!  Duke!  He  was 
then  two  yards  from  Mafcal.  He 
afterwards  faw  Mafcal  going  to- 
wards Ruffel-ftreet,  and  faw  a 
man  prefent  a  paper  to  Mafcal, 
and  afk,  *•  Why  do  you  leave  out 
Peterborough  and  Briftol  ?"  He 
went  out  of,  and  came  again  into 
Ruffel-flreet,  to  the  perfon  who 
held  the  paper  in  his  hand,  Maf- 
cal anfwcred,  **  They  are  not  left 
out,    I  have  not  fcratched   them 
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out ;  but  do  not  ftay  long  in  De- 
Vonftiire,  but  go  to  the  Bank  ; 
there  is  a  million  of  money  to  pay 
you  for  your  pains." 

Sir    Thomas     Mills     depofed, 
«'  That  he  was  at  Lord  Mansfield's 
during  the    riot,  and  knows    the 
prifoner  by  fight.     At    half  paft 
twelve,  on  the  morning  of  the  yth, 
he  heard  the  mob  coming  up  the 
fquare,  being  then  in  Lord  Mans- 
field's    houfe.     They   began     by 
breaking    the    parlour  windows ; 
Lady    Mansfield    and    the    ladies 
came    down,    and    he    conduced 
them  to  Lincoln's-inn-fields,  but 
inftantly  returned  in  order  to  make 
the  guards  in    the  fquare    ad    to 
fave    the    houfe.     He    found    the 
officer  with  his  detachment  near  the 
houfe,    but    the    officer    faid,   the 
jullices  of  the   peace  had   all  run 
away,  and  he  could   not  adl  with- 
out a  magidrate.     The  mob  over- 
hearing   this,  pulled    him  about, 
and  dragged  him  towards  the  fire 
to  throw  him  on  it.     Qne  behind 
cried  out,  *'  Mafcal  will    proteft 
you  ;   there  he  is."     He  was  then 
refcued,  and  faw  the    prifoner  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  mob,  who 
V'ere  at    that   time   bringing  out 
Lord  Mansfield's  gowns  and  wigs 
.<— that  Mafcal  was  huzzaing  with 
others,  •'  No  Popery,"  and  had  a 
blue  cockade.   He  afterwards  went 
to  fearch  for  a|ufl:ice,  which  took 
up  half  an    hour ;  it   was  then  a 
^    quarter  after  one,  but  finding  no 
juflice,    he    returned.     The    mob 
had  then  got  into  the  library— the 
witnefs    at  that  time  was    in    the 
fquare,  and  faw  the  prifoner  upon 
the  upper  ftep  of  the  houfe.     He 
attempted  to  get  up  to  the  Iteps  to 
expoflulate    with     the     prifoner; 
three  or  four  well-drelTed  men  ad- 
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vifed  him  not  to  go  further,  left 
he  fhould  be  thrown  into  th?  area, 
or  the  fire,  for  they  w-ere  deter- 
mined to  proceed.  He  then  left 
them,  and  f,iw  the  prif  ner  no 
more  rhat  nip:hi— he  returned  be- 
fore ;hree- — he  cannot  in  his  con- 
fcience  fav  he  heard  the  prifoner 
fay  any  thing,  faw  him  do  any 
thing,  or  have  any  thing  ii^  his 
hand,  but  he  appeared  aclive— 
and  proved  the  houfe  to  be  demo- 
lifhed." 

Mr.  Mafcal  began  Ris  defence 
byoblerving,  that  the  humanity  of 
the  Englifh  law  confidered  every 
man  innocent,  until  he  was  con- 
vifted  ;  and  that  a  jury  would  cer- 
tainly confider  it  neceffary  that  an 
inducement  fhould  be  fhewn  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  away  a  man  of  cha- 
rader  and  independent  bufinefs  to 
aft  in  the  manner  which  had  beea 
alledged  againfl  him.  He  had 
long  lived  in  credit  and  reputa- 
tion, and  it  could  not  be  prelumed 
that  he  would,  in  the  face  of  his 
neighbours,  head  a  mob  of  boys, 
and  banditti  of  pickpockets. 

One  cirCumftance,  he  bferved, 
deferved  peculiar  attention  fronx 
the  jury — Ingram  had  not  given 
information  againfl  him  from  the 
7th  to  the  17th. 

He  had  witnefTes,  he  faid,  to 
contradid  every  fid  iworn  ag  inft 
him  ;  and  obfervi'd,  how  extraor- 
dinary it  w^.s,  that  M  i!oy,  who, 
it  appeared  by  Ingra.n's  evidence, 
had  notdeparted  from  him,  throueh 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  n'ght,  had 
not  been  produced   againit  him. 

As  for  Sir  Thomas  Mi'ls^  he 
hoped  hjs  attachments,  and  the 
motives  which  might  promote  his 
zeal  it!  this  caufe,  would  have  pro- 
per weight  with  the  jury.     He  had 

[5]  been. 


274]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1780. 


been,  on  a  former  occafion,  con- 
tradifted  by  five  affidavits  againft 
his  fjngle  oath. 

Baron  Skynner  faid,  that  this 
jjart  of  the  defence  could  not  be 
received  ;  he  was  very  forry  to  in- 
terrupt Mr.  Mafcal,  but  what  he 
was  going  into  was  highly  impro- 
per. 

Mr.      Mafcal     proceeded,     by 


of  the  mob  fpeak  to  hira,  but  fzvf 
him  fpeak  to  fpeftators.  Mafcal 
fpoke  to  the  witnefs  and  his  wife, 
when  the  witnefs  faid,  •*  Good 
God  !  what  Checking  work  is 
here  !**  And  when  the  furniture 
was  thrown  out,  Mafcal  faid, 
'•  Good  God  \  what  a  pity  this 
is !" 

Bring  crofs  examined,  he  faid. 


lirging    the   improbability  of  the    he  did  not  change  his  place  many 
charge  againft  a  man  fituated   in    yards  while  he  ftaid-— that  he  faw 


life  as  he  was.  He  would  fhew 
by  his  witnefles  that  he  did  not 
leave  his  houfe  till  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  at  a  quarter  af- 
ter one  he  admitted  he  was  in 
Bloomfbury- fqiiare,  viewing  the 
jire  at  Lord  Mansfield's  houfe. 
But  though  he  was  there,  he  did 
not,  as  had  been  falfely  aflerted, 
Simulate  the  mob,  but  deplored 
and  execrated  the  mifchief  they 
were  perpetrating. 

His  fortune,  his  charafter,  his 
life,  he  threw  upon  the  verdi£l_  of 
the  jury  cheerfully  :  not  doubting 
but  their  verdift  would  give  fatif- 
fadlion  to  every  one  not  interefted 
in  procuring  his  death. 

Mr.  Mafcal  produced  feveral 
creditable  witnefies  to  his  charac- 
ter, and  to  prove  his  innocence  : 
among  others, 

John  Cowper,  cheefeitionger,  in 
Queen-ftreet,  Bloomfbury,  depof- 
cd,  he  was  in  Bloomfbury-fquare 
at  one  o'clock,  and  Itood  about 
five  yards  from  Bedford  -  gate. 
That  he  was  at  home  at  ten  mi- 
nutes paft  two.     He  faw  Mr.  Maf- 


Mafcil    go   towards  Great  Rullel 
Street,   towards   the  Mufeum. 

Mrs.  Wood  depofed  fhe  heard 
Mr.  Mafcal  lament  the  lofs  of  the 
furniture — that  his  conduil  was  as 
quier  as  her  own.  She  corrobo- 
rated every  circumftance  fworn  to 
by  the  preceding  witneffes. 

John  Robinfon  depofed,  he  was 
prefent  at  Bloomfbury  at  about  a 
quarter  paft  one,  and  faw  Mafcal 
— that  he  was  there  above  an 
hour,  and  faw  him  frequently, 
but  could  not  obferve  him  to  have 
any  thing  to  fay  to  the  fire,  or  the 
riot — law  none  of  the  mob  fpeak 
to  him,  nor  he  to  any  of  the  mob. 
That  he  came  voluntarily  to  give 
his  evidence,  being  convinced,  in 
his  confcience,  that  Mr.  Mafcal 
was  innocent  of  the  charge  brought 
againft  him. 

William  Crutch  depofed,  he  was 
at  Lord  Mansfield's  at  twelve  o' 
clock,  as  he  lives  near  it  :  he 
went  into  the  houfe  to  give  aflift- 
ance,  but  he  did  not  fee  Mafcal 
there,  though  he  faw  feveral  others 
very  aftive  ;  and    he  was    in    the 


cal  there  about  five  minutes    after  {^-^ate  till  near  five,  a  few  minutes 

l^e  came-^Mafcal    ftood  clofe  be-  before  the  military  fired.  ^ 
Jiind  him,  and  behaved  very  quiet-         The  jury,  without  quittitig  the 

3v,  but    he   loft    fight    of  Mafccl  court,  brought  in  their  verdia  Not 

about  five   miniitcs  before   he  left  Guilty;   upon  which,  there  was  a 

the  fquar^.     Did  not  hear  Mafcal  fou'd    clapping,   which   the  judge 

ifoeak  t«  any  of  the  mob,  nor  any  hifhly  reproved,  and  faid,  that  if 
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the  fame  was  repeated  within  his 
hearing,  he  would  commit  the  of- 
fenders. 

Mr.  Mafcal,  when  the  jury  had 
given  their  verdidl  in  his  favour, 
in  a  fhort  fpeech  addreffed"  himfelf 
to  them  and  the  court,  returning 
them  thanks  for  their  candour, 
attention,  and   patience. 

Baron  Skynnerfaid  in  reply,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
think  no  time  too  much  to  dedi- 
cate to  the  inveftigation  of  truth, 
let  the  event  go  either  to  the  ac- 
quittal or  to  the  condemnation  of 
a  prifoner.  The  trial  lafted  feven 
hours. 

Edward  Dennis>  the  hangman, 
was  found  guilty  of  being  adlivein 
affifting  to  deroolifh  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Boggis,  in  New  Turnftile, 
Holborn. 

Enoch  Fleming  and  John  Mor- 
ris, (a  youth  about  15)  for  de- 
ftroying  the  houfe  of  Ferdinand 
Schomberg,  in  Woodftock-ftreet, 
Oxford  Road.  Both  found  guilty  ; 
Morris  recommended  to  mercy. 

Tuefday,  July  4,  Mary  Roberts 
and  Charlotte  Gardiner,  a  negro, 
were  indided  for  aiding  in  the  de- 
molition of  Mr.  Lebarty's  houfe 
(already  mentioned)  and  were 
found  guilty,  death. 

John  Gray  was  found  guilty,  for 
aiding  to  deftroy  Lord  Mansfield-s 
houfe,  but  recommended  to  mercy. 

Richard  Forfter,  guilty,  for  de- 
molifhingMr.  Schomberg's  houfe. 

Wednefday,  July  5,  John  Gam- 
ble was  indifted  for  committing 
depredations  in  the  houfe  of  Da- 
vid Wilmbt,  Efq;  at  Bethaal- 
green.     Guilty. 

George  Staples,  for  demolifliing 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Malo,  in  Moor- 
j&elds,  June  7.     Guilty. 

James  Eulkeley,  for  deflroylng 


the  dwelling  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  Golden-lane,  found  guil- 
ty, but  recommended  to  mercy. 

Benjamin  Waters,  for  the  fame. 
Guilty. 

Samuel  Solomons,  fordemolifh- 
ing  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Chrilio- 
pher  Connor,  in  Black- horfe-yard, 
Whitechapel,      Guilty. 

Jofeph  Marquis,  for  demolifhing 
Murphy's  houfe.  Golden  -  lahe. 
Guilty,  but  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Sufannah  Clarke,  for  the  fame, 
Elizabeth  Lyons  depofed,  that  oa 
the  night  of  the  riot,  fhe  did  not 
fee  Clarke  do  any  thing,  but  heard 
her  fay  to  Walter,  one  of  the  mob, 
•*  They  are  Irifli  Catholics  ;  if 
they  are  not,  why  do  they  keep  Irifti 
wakes  ?"  Upon  which  Walter  an- 
fwered,  '*  That  the  houfe  fhall 
come  down  ;"  and  the  mob  imme- 
diately forced  in,  Walter  being; 
the  firft  man  that  entered,  her 
hulband  being  prefentat  the  time. 
The  Chief  Baron  in  his  charge 
faid,  *•  It  is  a  rule  of  law,  that  nd 
woman  can  be  charged  with  any 
felony  committed  in  the  prefence 
of  her  hufbaod,  the  law  prefuming 
that  the  wife  adls  under  the  direc- 
tion of  her  hu  (band  ;  and  Murphy, 
though  not  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
has,  in  two  former  trials,  fwora 
that  the  hufband  joined  with  her 
in  the  fad."  She  was  found  not 
guilty. 

Thcrfday,  July  6,  Charles  Kent 
and  Letitia  Holland,  were  tried 
for  pulling  down  Lord  Mansfield's 
houie,  and  both  found  guilty, 
Holland  was  an  handfome  young 
woman  about  18. 

William  Avery  was    tried    for 

deftroying    Mr.  Cox's    houfe    in 

Great    Queen  -  ftreet,    Lincoln's- 

Inn-fields :  he  was  found  guilty; 

[S]  2  but 
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but  having  a  very  good  charafter, 
was  recommended  to  mercy. 

John  Cabbridge,  for  ftealing  fe- 
veral  things  in  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Langdale.  Guilty. — Sentenced  to 
five  years  labour  on  the  Thames. 

Sarah  Hyde,  for  ftealing  a  quart 
pot,  the  property  of  Mr.  Langdale, 
Sentenced  to^be  privately  whip- 
ped. 

William  Vanderbank,  and  James 
and  Thomas  Prior,  for  ftealing 
feveral  articles,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Langdale.  Vanderbank  and 
Thomas  Prior  .guilty,  and  James 
Prior  not  guilty. 

Jemima  Hall  and  Margaret  Staf- 
ford, for  ftealing  a  feather  bed, 
the  property  of  Chriftopher  Con- 
ner. Hall  was  found  guilty  of 
iingle  felony. 

Friday,  July  7,  Benjamin  Bou- 
fey,  a  black,  indifted  for  demo- 
liftiing  Mr.  Akerman's  houfe. 
Found  guilty, 

Francis  Mockford,  for  the  fame 
offence,  found  guilty  ;  but  recom- 
mended to  mercy. 

Thomas  Haycock,  for  the  fame 
offence.     Found  guilty. 

John  Glover,  a  black,  for  the 
fame  offence.     Found  guilty. 

Richard  Hyde,  for  the  fame  of- 
fence, being  proved  infane,  was 
acquitted. 

Theophilus  Brown  and  Thomas 
Baggot,  were  tried  for  pulling 
down  the  houfe  of  Mary  Crook, 
of  White-ftreet,  Moorfields.  The 
former  was  found  guilty,  and  the 
latter  acquitted. 

Monday,  July  10,  James  Burn, 
Thomas  Price,  and  John  Thomp- 
fon,  were  indift^^d  for  pulling 
down  the  houfe  of  John  Bradbury, 
in  Golden-lane.     The  two  former 


were  found  guilty,  and  Thompfon 
was  acquitted. 

John  Burgefs,  a  boy  about  13, 
found  guilty  of  pulling  down  the 
houfe  of  John  Lynch,  biit  recom- 
mended to  mercy, 

James  Jackfon,  for  being  the 
ringleader,  and  carrying  a  flag 
when  Newgate  was  fet  on  fire. 
Found  guilty. 

Jonathan  Stacey  was  indifted 
for  pulling  down  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Dillon,  in  White-ftreet,  Moor- 
fields, and  found  guilty. 

This  day  the  fefEons  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  85  perfons  were  tried  for 
riots,  of  whom,  35  were  capitally 
convifted,  and  43  acquitted. 

The  firft  report  was  made  to 
the  king  on  Wednefday,  July  5, 
when  the  following  rioters  were 
ordered  for  execution,  near  the 
fpots  where  the  felonies  they  were 
guilty  of  had  been  committed, 
viz.  William  M'Donald,  Mary 
Roberts,  Charlotte  Gardiner, 
Wm.  Brown,  Wm.  Pateman, 
Thomas  Taplin,  Richard  Ro- 
berts, James  Henry,  and  Enoch 
Fleming. 

The  following  were  refpited : 
George  Banton,  George  Kenne- 
dy, Wm.  Lawrence,  Edward  Den- 
nis (the  hangman),  John  Morris, 
Richard  Forfter,  and  John  Gray. 

The  fecond  report  was  made  on 
Friday  July  14,  when  the  follow- 
ing rioters  were  ordered  for  exe- 
cution, via.  John  Glover*,  James 
Jackfon,  Benjamin  Bowfey  *,  Sa- 
muel Solomons,  John  Gamble, 
Thomas  Prince,  Benjamin  Waters, 
Jonathan  Stacey,  George  Staples, 
Charles  Kent,  Lretitia  Holland  *, 
and  John  Gray. 


Thofe  marked  with  an  afterilk  were  refpited  afterwards. 


The 
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The  following  ,  were  refpited 
upon  the  report,  viz.  Jofeph  Mar- 
quis, James  Buckley,  Wm.  Avery, 
Francis  Mockford,  Thomas  Hay- 
cock, John  Burgefs,  and  Theo- 
philus  Brown, 

A  reward  having  been  offered 
by  Government  for  the  appre- 
henfion  and  conviction  of  any 
rioters,  a  queftion  arofe.  Whether 
perfons  interejled  in  the  conviftion 
of  the  criminals  were  admiflible  as 
evidences  againft  them  ?  Which 
queftion  was  fubmitted  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  twelve  judges,  who 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  tefti- 
mony  of  witneffes  claiming  reward 
is  admiflible. 

The  general  rule  of  law  is,  not 
to  admit  witneffes  to  give  evidence, 
who,  by  the  ties  of  affedlion,  or 
from  the  motives  of  jntereft,  are 
likely  to  be  under  undue  in- 
fluence. But,  fay  the  judges, 
there  are  cafes  of  necelfity  that  re- 
quire a  departure  from  this  rule. 
Thus,  in  cafes  of  robbery,  where 
not  only  reftitution  of  goods  ftolen, 
but  the  title  to  the  parliamentary 
reward,  depend  on  the  conviftion 
of  the  criminals,  it  has  never  been 
held  that  fuch  intereft  fhould  ope- 
rate to  deitroy  the  competency  of 
the  evidence  :  if  it  did,  hardly 
any  highwayman  could  ever  be 
convifted.  '  So  witneffes  entitled 
to  rewards  from  the  bank,  the 
poft-ofHce,  arid  other  offices,  have 
univerfally  been  held  competent. 
Nor  can  any  danger  be  appre- 
hended to  the  innocent  from  this 
praftice,  fo  long  as  the  jury  are 
allowed  to  exercife  their  difcretion 
as  to  the  credibility  of  witneffes, 
and  may  compare  their  teftimony 
with  that  of  others,  or  with  cir- 
cumltatices  attending  almoil  every 


cafe  ;  but  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  overturn  this  long-eftabliftied 
pradlice. 

THE  fpecial  commiflion  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Surry, 
for  the  trial  of  the  rioters,  was 
opened  on  the  loth  of  July,  at 
St.  Margaret's  Hill,  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Loughborough,  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Sir  James  'Eyre, 
and  Francis  Buller,  Efq.  After 
the  coramiffion  was  opened.  Lord 
Loughborough  delivered  his  charge 
to  the  grand  jury,  of  which  the 
Hon.  George  Onflow  was  fore- 
man. 

This  charge  having  been  the 
topic  of  much  converfation,  we 
fhall  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of 
our  readers.  The  opinions  of  men 
refpefling  the  legal  propriety  of 
it  have  been  various  :  as  a  piece  of 
oratory  it  has  been  admired  ;.  but 
its  tendency  to  influence,  and  di- 
reft  the  jury,  and  inflame  their 
paffions  again  it  men,  who  ought 
all  to  have  been  fuppofed  inno- 
cent till  found  guilty  by  their 
country,  has  been  generally  fpokea 
of  in  terms  of  indignation,  by 
thofe  who  are  jealous  of  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury, 

1 F  you  are  come  here  totally 
ftrangers  to  the  tranfaftions  which, 
have  lately  paffed  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, or  it  it  were  poffible 
for  any  of  you,  who  were  not  wit- 
neffes of  them,  not  to  have  hekrd 
of  the  devaftaiions  that  have  been 
committed,  the  remnants  of  the 
flames  which  have  been  lately 
blazing  in  fo  many  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  and  whica  muft  have 
[5]  3  prefented 
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prefented  themfelves  to  you,  in 
yoor  way  to  this  place,  will  have 
Sufficiently  declared  the  occafion 
for  which  you  are  called  toge- 
ther. 

His  majefly's  paternal  care  for 
the  welfare  of  all  his  fubjefts, 
would  not  permit  him  to  (uffer 
offences  <o  daring  and  fo  enormous 
to  remain  longer  unexamined, 
than  was  legally  neceffirv  to  con- 
vene a  jury  to  enter  upon  the 
enquiry. 

The  c  mmiffion  under  which 
you  are  afliembled  extends  only  to 
crimes  of  high  treafon,  or  of  fe- 
lony, charged  upon  perfons  now 
detained  in  the  common  gaol  of 
this  county,  or  who  fhall  be  de- 
tained therein  between  the  prefent 
time  and  the  period  at  which  the 
commiflion  will  expire.  '  It  was 
.  not  thought  proper  to  blend  the 
common  bufinefs  of  an  afliz?,  and 
the  examination  of  thofe  oft>nces, 
to  the  commiflion  of  which  the 
frailly  of  human  nature  is  but  too 
liable,  with  crimes  of  fo  iJeep  a 
guilt,  and  fo  much  above  the 
ordinary  pitch  of  human  wicked- 
nefs  as  thofe  which  will  come 
under  your  confideration. 

The  general  ciicumilances  un- 
der which  thofe  crimes  were  com- 
mitted, are  of  too  great  and 
ihameful  notoriety,  to  require  a 
minute  defcrip'ion  ;  but  for  youp 
information.  Gentlemen,  whofc 
duty  it  will  be  to  confider  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  charges 
imputed  to  fuch  offenders  as  will 
be  brought  before  you,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  confider  the  feveral 
parts  of  thofe  charges,  and  to 
obferve  the  conneftion  of  thofe 
parts  with  the  wholp,  always  apr- 
plying    the   cirtumllances   lo   the 


particular    cafe    under    confider- 
ation. 

I  therefore  think  it  an  eflential 
part  of  my  duty  to  lay  before  you, 
m  one  general  view,  a  fhort  ac- 
count of  thofe  dangers  from  which 
this  kingdom  has  been  lately  de- 
livered. I  ufe  this  expreflion, 
becaufe  it  will  clearly  appear  that 
the  mifchief  devifed  was-— not  the 
dellruftion  of  the  lives  or  fortunes 
of  individuals,  or  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  men — no  partial  evil — but 
that  the  blow,  which  it  has  pleafed 
Providence  to  avert,  was  aimed  at 
the  credit,  the  government,  and 
the  very  being  and  conftitution  of 
this  ftate.  ^ 

The  firft  remarkable  circum^ 
fiance  to  be  attended  to,  and 
which  naturally  demands  our  no- 
tice earliefl  cf  any,  is  a  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  perfons  affembled  in  St, 
George's  Fields  on  the  zd  of 
June,  called  together  by  a  public 
advertifement,  (figned  in  the  name 
cf  a  perfon  calling  himfelf  the 
Prefident  of  an  AfFociation)  not 
only  inviting  many  thoufands  to 
attend,  but  appointing  their  en- 
fign  of  diftindlion,  and  prefcribing 
the  order  and  .diftribution  of  their 
march  in  different  columns  to  the 
place  of  their  deftinatioo.  Cha- 
rity induces  one  to  believe,  that 
in  fuch  a  nun^.bcr,  there  were  ma- 
ny went  unwarily,  and  uncon- 
,fcious  of  any  evil  intended;  but 
credulity  in  the  extreme  can 
fcr.rccly  induce  any  man  to  doubt, 
that  fpme  there  were  who  foreiaw, 
who  intended,  and  who  had  prac- 
tifed  to  accomplifh  the  purpofej» 
which  enfued. 

A  very  ihort  time  difdofed  that 

one  of    ihe    purpofes    which  this 

multitude   was    colleded    to    ef- 

'  feftuate. 
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fe^uate,  was  to  overawe  the  le- 
gillature,  to  influence  their  deli- 
berations, and  obtain  the  alteration 
of  a  law,  by  force  and  numbers. 

A  petition  was  to  be  ptefented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the 
repeal  of  an  aft,  in  which  the 
petitioners  had  no  fpccial  intereft, 

[His  lordfhip  here  laid  down 
the  fight  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition. 
His  doftrine  upon  this  head  was 
liberal  and  manly,  his  language 
clear,  ftrong,  and  emphatical.] 

To  petition  for  the  pajjitig  or 
repeal  of  any  ail  (faid  his  lordlhip) 
is  the  undoubted  inherent  birth- 
fight  of  every  Britijh  fubje£i ;  but 
ander  the  name  and  colour  of 
petitioning,  to  affome  command, 
and  to  diftate  to  the  legiflature, 
is  the  annihilation  of  all  order 
and  government.  Fatal  exper 
rience  had  (hewn  the  mifchief  of 
tumultuous  petitioning,  in  the 
pourfe  of  that  conteft,  in  the  reign 
pf  Charles  the  Firft,  which  ended 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy, 
and  the  deftruftion  of  the  confti- 
tution  ;  and  one  of  the  firft  laws 
after  the  relloration  pf  legal  go- 
vernment, was  a  Itatute  pafled  in 
the  13th  year  of  Charles  II.  ch.  5, 
enafting,  that  no  petition  to  the 
king,  or  either  hoafe  of  parlia- 
ment, for  alteration  of  matcej-s 
eftablifheid  by  law  in  church  or 
ftate,  (unlefs  the  matter  thereof 
be  approved  by  three  juftices,  or 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county)  fhall 
be  ligned  by  more  than  twenty 
names,  or  delivered  by  more  than 
ten  perfons. 

In  oppofition  to  this  law,  the 
petition  in  queftion  was  iigned 
and  delivered  by  many  thoufands  ; 
and  in  defiance  of  principles  more 
antient  and  more  important  than 


any  pofitive  regulations  upoa  the 
fubjed  of  petitioning,  the  defire 
of  that  petition  was  to  be  efFetled 
by  the  terror  of  the  multitude 
that  accompanied  it  through  the 
ftreets,  claiTed,  arranged,  and 
dillinguifhed  as  diredcd  by  the 
advertifement. 

How  the  leaders  of  that  mul- 
titude demeaned  themfelves,  what 
was  the  conduft  of  the  crowd  to 
the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  ftate.  I  purpofely  avoid  ftating 
thefe  things,  becaufe  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  point  out  the  general 
complexion  of  the  tranfaftion,  and 
relate  general  fa£ls  that  are  unfor- 
tunately too  public  and  notorious, 
I  choofe  to  avoid  every  circum- 
ftance  that  may  have  a  direft  and 
immediate  relation  to  particular 
perfons.  My  purpofe  is  to  inform, 
not  to  prejudice  or  inflame.  For 
this  reaion  I  feel  myfelf  obliged  to 
pafs  over  in  filence  all  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  as  cannot,  and  as  ought 
not  to  be  treated  of  or  expreffed 
but  in  ftronger  language,  and  in 
more  indignant  terms  than  I 
choofe  at  prefent  to  employ.  To- 
wards the  evening,  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament  were  releafed  fron^ 
the  ftate  in  which  they  had  beea 
held  for  fevf/al  hours.  The  crowd 
feemed  to  difperfe.  Many  of  the 
perfons  fo  affembled,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  retired  to  their  dwel- 
ling?, but  fome  more  defperate 
and  adlive  remained  to  convince 
the  legiflature,  that  the  menaces 
with  which  they  had  invaded  the 
ears  of  all  who  met  them  in  the 
ftreets,  were  not  fruitlefs ;  that 
they  had  not  abandoned  their  pur- 
pofe, but  meant  to  carry  it  into 
full  execution.     When  night  fell, 

m  4  «i^f 
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thehoufesof  two  foreign  minifters,  fifted,  but  had  proceeded  with  ft 

in  amity  with    his    majelly,  were  fuccefs  v«.  hich  had  increafpd  their 

attacked,  and  their  chapels  plun-  impetuofity,   thought  it   neceffary 

dered  and  fet  on  fire.  to  (hew  that  the  law  (hould  not  be 

If  fuch    an   outrage   had    been  exercifed  with  impunity  on  delin- 

committed  on  one  of  our   public  quents   like   themselves.      It   was 

minillers,  refident  in  any  of  thofe  the  bufinefs  6f  Monday  to  deftroy 

Countries    the    mod    fuperftitious  the  houfes  of  the  magiftrates,  and 

and    bigotted     to    its    eftablifhed  other  perfons    who   had   been   in- 

religion,  what  reproach  would  it  ftrumental  in  apprehending  them  : 

not  have  call  upon  that  country?  but  thefe  outrages,  great  as  they 

"WHat  indignation  and  abhorrence  were,  fell  far  (hort  of  thofe  com- 

would  it  not  have  jultly  excited  in  mitted  on  the  Tuefday  and  Wed- 

our  breafti  ?    Upon    this    tolerant  nefday,  which  will  ever. remain  a 

and    enlightened    land,    has    that  ftain  on  our  annals.,    Frefh  infults 

reproach  been  brought!  of    the   moll    daring    and    aggra- 

Upon  the  ^6  of  June  there  was  vated  nature,  were  offered  to  par- 
a  feeniin?  qoief,a-ven  meynorable  liament,  and  every  one,  who  was 
circumjlance !  for  ludden  tumults  in  London  at  the  time,  mult  re- 
when  th' y  ftibfide  are  over.  To  member,  that  it  bore  the  appear- 
reviv  a  tumult,  evinces  fomething  ance  of  a  town  taken  by  llorm  ; 
of  a  lettled.  influ-ncc,  .ind  fome-  every  quarter  was  alarmed  ;  nei- 
thing  lo  like  delign,  that  it  is  im-  ther  age,  nor  fex,  nor  eminence 
poflible  for  the  mod  candid  mind  of  flation,  nor  fanftity  of  cha- 
not  to  conceive  that  there  lies  at  rafter,  no-^  even  an  humble  though 
the  bottom  a  preconc'erted,  fettled  bonelt  obfcurity,  were  any  pro- 
plan  of  operation.  Sunday,  the  teftion  aga'nfl  the  malevolent  fury 
next  day,  a  day  fet  apart  by  the  and  dellruftive  rage  of  the  loweH: 
laws  of  God  and  man  as  a  day  of  and  worfl  of  men. 
reft,  and  as  a  day  not  to  be  vio-  But  it  was  not  againft  indivi- 
latei'  even  by  the  labours  of  honeft  duals  alone,  that  their  operations 
ihduftry;  in  broad  fun-fliine,  build-  were  now  direfted.  What  has 
ings  and  private  houles  in  Moor-  ever  been  in  all  ages,  and  in  all 
fields  were  attacked   and  eniered,  countries,    the    lalt    effort    of  the 


and  the  furniture,  dtliberately 
brcHight  out  and  confumed  by 
bonfires.  And  all  this  ijoas  done 
in  the  vie'W  of  patient  ma- 
gijirates  ! 

Some  maglflrates  and  fome  in- 
dividuals had  indeed  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Liflurbances  ex- 
erted themfelves,  anfl  leveral  who 
had  been  aftive  in  the  demolition 
of  the  ambaffadors  houfes  had 
been  committed.  On  Monday 
the  mob,  who  had  not  been  re« 


moft  defperate  confpirators,  was 
now  their  objeft.  The  jails  were 
attacked,  the  felons  releafed— - 
men  whofe  lives  their  crimes  had 
forfeited  to  the  juftice  of  the  law, 
were  fet  loofe  to  join  their  impious 
hands  in  the  work. 

The  city  was  fired  in  different 
parts.  The  flames  were  kindled 
in  the.  houfes  moll  likely  to  fpiead 
the  conflagration  to  diftant  quar- 
ters, the  diftillers,  and  other 
places,  wliere  the  inflruments  of 

trade 


APPENDIX  to   the   CHRONICLE.    [2U 

tive  could  by  gny  perverfion  of 
haman  reafon  induce  men  to  at- 
tack the  magiftrates,  releafe  fe- 
lons, deftroy  the  fource  of  public 
credit,  and  lay  in  afhes  the  capital 
0//-^^  PROTESTANT  FAITH! 

I  have  now  related  to  you  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  tliat  calamity 
from  which,  by  the  blefltng  of 
Providence  upon  his  Majefty's  ef- 
forts for  our  prefervation,  thig 
kingdom  hath  been  delivered— a 
fituation  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  our  country — no  commotion 
ever  having  had  a  more  defperate 
and  more  fatal  intention.  It  now 
remains  to  ftate  to  you  what  parts 
of  this  fubjeft  will  more  direftly 
call  for  your  attention;  and  as  it 
is  evident  from  whaP  I  have  faid, 
that  among  the  number  of  perfon« 
whofe  cafes  will  be  fubmitted  to 
your  confideration,  there  may  be 
fome  who  are  accufed  with  the 
guilt  of  high  treafon,  it  will  be 
necefiary  and  proper  to  ftate  the 
law  with  refpedl  to  thofe  fpecies  of 
treafon  under  which  fome  of  the 
cafes  may  probably  fall.  There 
are  two  fpecies  of  treafon  appli- 
cable. To  imagine  or  compais 
the  dSath  of  our  fovereign  lord  the 
king,  is  high  treafon.  To  levy 
war  againft  the  king  within  the 
realm,  is  alfo  high  treafon. 

The  firft,  that  of  compaffing 
the  death  of  the  king,  muft  be 
demon itrated  by  fome  overt  aft, 
as  the  means  to  effe£l  the  purpofe 
of  the  heart ;  the  faft  of  levying 
war  is  an  overt  aft  of  this  fpecies 
of  treafon,  but  it  is  alfo  a  diftinft 
fpecies  of  treafon.  And  as  the 
prefent  occafion  calls  more  imme- 
diately for  it,  I  muft  ftate  to  yoa 
more  fully,  ia  what  that  treafon 
may  coniift. 

I  am 


trade  upon  the  premifes  were  fure 
to  afford  the  largeft  qv^antity  of 
combuftible  matter  !  And  in  the 
midft  of  this  horror  and  ccnfufion, 
in  o'-der  more  effeftivilly  to  pre- 
vent the  extinguilhing  of  the 
flames,  an  attempt  to  cut  off  the 
New  River  water,  and  an  attack 
on  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  by 
an  attempt  againft  the  Bank  cf 
England,  were  made.  Both  thefe 
attempts  were  defeated,  pnwi- 
dentially  defeated;  but  they  were 
made  under  circumftances  which 
evince  that  they  were  intended  to 
be  efFeftual,  and  which  increafe 
the  fatisfaftion  and  the  gratitude 
to  Providence  that  every  man  mull 
feel,  when  he  retolledls  the  for- 
tunate circumftance  of  their  hav- 
ing been  deferred  till  that  ftage  of 
the  bufinefs. 

In  four  days,  by  the  incredible 
aftivity  of  this  band  of  furies  pa- 
rading the  ftreets  of  the  metro- 
polis with  flaming  torches,  feventy- 
two  private  houfes  and  four  pub- 
lic gaols  were  deftroyed,  one  of 
them  the  county  gaol,  and  that 
built  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  juftify 
the  idea,  that  it  was  impregnable 
to  an  armed  force.  Religion,  the 
facred  name  of  religion,  and  of 
that  pureft  and  moft  peaceable 
fyftem  of  chriftianity,  the  PRO- 
TESTANT CHURCH,  was 
made  the  profane  pretext  for  af- 
faulting  the  government,  tramp- 
ling upon  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  violating  the  firft  great  pre- 
cept of  their  duty  to  God  and  to 

their    neighbour, the  pretext 

only  ;  for  there  is  not,  I  am  fure, 
in  Europe,  a  man  fo  weak,  fo 
uncandid,  or  fo  unjuft  to  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  reformed  church,  as 
to  believe,  that  any  religious  mo- 


«82]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1780. 


I  am  peculiarly  happy,  that  I 
am  enabled  to  flare  the  law  on  the 
fubject,  not  -froni  any  reafonings 
or  dedudions  of  nay  own,  whiqh 
are  liable  to  error,  and  in  which  a 
changp  or  inaccuracy  of  expreffion 
might  be  produfiive  of  much  mif- 
chief,  but  from  the  firft  authority, 
from  which  my  mouth  only  will 
be  employed  in  pronouncing  the 
|aw.  1  (hall  ftate  it  to  you  in  the 
words  of  that  great,  able,  and 
learned  judge,  Mr.  Juftice  Foiber, 
that  true  friend  (o  the  liberties  of 
his  country. 

*•  Every  infurreftion  which  in 
judgment  of  law  is  intended 
agaiafl:  the  perfon  of  the  king,  be 
it  to  dethrone  or  imprifon  hiiti.  Of 
to  oblige  him  to  alter  his  meafures 
of  government,  or  to  remove  evil 
counfellors  from  about  him,-~ 
thefe  rifings  all  amount  to  levying 
war  wiihiA  the  ftatute,  whether 
attended  with  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  open  war  or  not. 
And  every  confpiracy  to  levy  war 
for  thefe  purpofes,  though  not 
treafon  within  theclaufeof  levying 
war,  is  yet  an  overt-aft  within  the 
other  claufe  of  compafling  the 
king's  death. 

*•  Infurreftions  in  order  to 
throw  down  all  inclofures,  to  alter 
the  <ftabli{hed  law,  or  change  re- 
ligion, to  inhance  the  price  of  all 
labour,  or  to  open  all  prifons — 
all  rifings  in  order  to  eflfedt  thefe 
innovations  of  a  public  and  a  gene- 
ral armed  force,  are,  in  conltrud'tion 
of  lavv,  high  treafon,  within  the 
claufe  of  levying  war.  For  though 
thcv  are  not  levelled  at  the  perfon 
of  the  king,  they  are  againft  his 
fayal  majejiy\  and  befides,  they 
have  a  dired.  tendency  to  diffolve 
all  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  to 


deftroy  all  property  and  goveraT 
ment  too,  by  numbers  and  an 
armed  force.  Infurreftions  likft- 
wife  for  redreffing  national  grievr 
ances,  or  for  the  expulfion  of  fo- 
reigners in  general,  or  indeed  of 
any  fingle  nation  living  here  unde? 
the^  proiedlion  of  the  king,  or  for 
the  reformation  of  real  or  ima- 
ginary evils  of  a  public  nature, 
and  in  tuhich  the  infurgents  hav^ 
nofpecialintereJi,'—niings  to  effeft 
thefe  ends  by  force  and  numbers, 
are,  by  conftrudion  of  law,  within 
the  claufe  of  levying  war.  For 
they  are  levelled  at  the  king** 
crown  and  royal  dignity." 

In  order  fully  to  explain  this, 
it  will  be  only  neceffary  to  colleft, 
repeat,  and  enforce  the  feveral 
paflages  in  Mr.  Juftice  Fofter,  re- 
lative to  this  fubjeft.  It  may  oc-» 
cur  that  in  feveral  places  mention 
is  made  of  an  armed  force.  In 
the  very  fame  chapter,  from  which 
1  have  read  an  extratt;  the  learned 
judge  mentions  two  remarkable 
cafes  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne. 

*'  In  the  cafes  of  Pamaree  and 
Purchafe,  which  are  the  laft  printed 
cafes  which  have  come  in  judg- 
ment on  the  point  of  conllruftive 
levying  war,  there  was  nothing 
gi'ven  in  e^vidence  of  the  ufual 
pageantry  of  war,  no  military 
weapons,  no  banners  or  drums, 
nor  any  regular  confultation  pre- 
vious to  the  rifing ;  and  yet  the 
want  of  thefe  circumftances  weigh- 
ed nothing  with  the  court,  though 
the  prifoners'  counfel  infilled  on 
that  matter.  The  number  of  the 
infurgents  fupplied  the  want  of 
military  weapons ;  and  they  were 
provided  with  axes,  crows,  and 
other   tools  of   the    like   nature, 
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proper  for  the  mlfchief  they  in- 
tended to  efFeft." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  men 
who  were  the  leaders,  or  fet  on  as 
part  of  that  mob,  likewife  affem- 
bled  under  pretence  of  religion, 
and  the  falfe  and  wicked  cry  then 
was,  that  the  church  of  England 
nvas  in  danger ^  on  account  of 
the  juft  and  humane  indulgence, 
which,  from  the  happy  period  of 
the  Revolution,  had  been  granted 
to  diflenters. 

*'  Upon  the  trial  of  Demaree, 
the  cafes  referred  to  before,  were 
cited  at  the  bar,  and  all  the  judges 
prefent  were  of  opinion  that  the 
prifoner  was  guilty  of  the  high 
treafon  charged  upon  him  in  the 
indiftment.  For  here  was  a 
riling  with  an  avowed  intention  to 
demolifc  all  meeting  -  houfes  in 
general  ;  and  this  intent  they 
carried  into  execution  as  far  as 
they  were  able.  If  the  meeting- 
houfes  of  Proteftant  diflenters  had 
been  eret^ed  and  fupported  in  de- 
fiance of  all  law,  arrifing  in  order 
to  deftroy  fuch  houfes  in  general, 
would  have  fallen  under  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Keiling,  with  regard 
to  the  demolifhing  all  bawdy- 
houfes.  But  fince  tbe  meeting- 
houfes  of  Proteftant  diflenters  are 
by  the  toleration-aft  taken  under 
the  protedion  of  the  law,  the  in- 
furredlion  in  the  prefent  cafe  was 
to  be  confidered  as  a  public  de- 
claration by  the  rabble  againlt 
that  aft,  and  an  attempt  to  render 
it  ineiFedual  by  numbers  and  open 
force." 

The  objefts  of  their  attack  were 
the  meeting- houfes  of  the  dif- 
feat(;rs  ;  they  were  confidered  by 
the  judges  to  have  declared  them- 
felvcs  againft  the  aft  by  which  the 


indulgences  were  granted,  and  as 
attempting  to  render  it  ineffeftual 
by  numbers  and  open  force,  and 
on  th  u  ground  Mr.  Juftice  Foflier 
declares  the  judgment  to  be  pro- 
per :  all  the  judges  concurred  in 
it  a5  the  time,  it  has  been  refpeftet}. 
by  pofterity,  and  its  principle  is 
necffl"ary  for  the  prefervati'  n  of 
the  conftitution,  which  we  carinot 
but  have  felt  the  value  of,  in  that 
moment  when  we  aave  feen  it 
threatened  with,  and  in  imuinent 
danger  of,  immediate  difrolution. 

The  calendar  points  out  a  num» 
ber  of  prifoners  who  may  be  in- 
didled  (as  appears  from  their  com- 
mitmenxs)  for  burning  and  pulling 
down,  or  beginning  to  let  fire  to, 
and  pull  down,  the  King's  Bench. 
Prifon.vthe  Houfe  of  Correction, 
and  nine  dwelling-houfes  withia 
the  county;  others  may  be  charged 
with  breaking  open  the  gaols,  and 
releafing  me  prifoners  ;  others 
again  may  be  charged  with  ex- 
torting n)oney  from  individuals, 
under  terror  of  the  mob,  which  is 
clearly  and  in  ontrovertib;)'  a  rob- 
bery. A-  fome  of  you.  Gentle- 
men, are  by  your  profeflions,  and 
all  of  you  undoubtedly  from  your 
rank  and  ftation,  acquainted  with, 
the  ordinary  adminiftration  of  cri^ 
minal  jultice,  it  is  unncceflary  for 
me  to  -nlarge  on  the  fubjeft  of 
thefe  felonies. 

Burninv'  a  houfe,  or  out-houfe, 
being  parcel  of  a  dwelling-houfe, 
though  not  contiguous,  nor  under 
the  fame  roof,  was  a  felony  at  the 
common  law,  and  by  llatute,  the 
benefit  of  clergy  was  taken  away. 

To    fet    fire    to   any  houfe,    or 

out-houle,  though  ii  is  not  burnt, 

is    made   a    capital   felony,   by   9 

Geo.  I,  chap.  22.     Andbyft^rute 

1  I  Geo, 


ft?4]       ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1780. 


I  Geo.  I.  chap.  5,  called  The  Riot 
jid,  the  offence  of  beginning  to 
pull  down  buildings,  by  twelve, 
or  more  perfons,  is  made  a  capi- 
tal felony.  And  having  men- 
tioned the  riot  aft,  let  me  fay  a 
few  words  upon  it. 

The  two  cafes  which  I  have 
fiated,  were  very  near  this  period, 
and  the  fame  pernicious  principles 
which  had  been  inflilled  into  the 
minds  of  the  loweft  orders  of  the 
people,  were  kept  alive  by  the 
arts  of  faftion. 

It  is  not  lefs  true  than  remark- 
able, that  the  fame  feditious  fpirit 
which  had  artfully  been  inflilled 
into  the  people  in  the  latter  end 
of  Queen  Anne's  time,  had  been 
continued  to  this  time  (the  ac- 
ceffion),  and  what  a  few  years  be. 
fcre  had  been  mifcalled  a  Pro- 
teJiantMoh,  was  now  a  mob  trained, 
excited,  and  aftually  employed  to 
defeat  the  Proteftant  fucceffion. 
In  every  mug-houfe,  in  every  dark 
alley,  and  lurking  corner  of  fe- 
dition,  in  this  great  town,  artful 
and  defigning  men  were  engaged 
30  exciting  this  mob  to  the  de- 
Ibuftion  of  the  conflitution  ;  and 
therefore  this  aft  was  framed  to 
make  the  beginning  of  mifchief 
dangerous  to  the  perpetrators  of 
it.  To  begin  to  pull  down  any 
place  of  religious  worfhip,  certified 
and  regiftered  by  the  aft  of  tole- 
ration, or  any  dwelling-houfe  or 
out-houfe,  was  made  a  capital 
felony.  And  any  perfons,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  un- 
lawfully, riotoufly,  and  tumultu- 
^  ouflyaflembled,  being  commanded 
or  required  to  difperfe  by  the 
magiftrate,  and  continuing  toge- 
ther for  one  hour  after  fuch  com- 
mand, are  declared  guilty  of  fe- 
lony, without  beneiic  of  clergy. 


But  here  I  take  this  public  op- 
portunity  of  mentioning   a   fatal 
miftake  into  which  many  perfons 
have  fallen.       It   has   been    ima- 
gined, becaufe  the  law  allows  an 
hour  for  the  difperfion  of  a  mob 
to  whom  the  riot  aft  has  been  read 
by  the  magiftrate,   the   better    to 
fupport  the   civil  authority,  that 
during   that   period  of  time,   the 
civil  power  and  the  magifiracy  are 
difarmed,  and  the  king's  fubjefts, 
whofe  duty  it  is  at   all  times    to 
fupprefs  riots,  are  to  remain  quiet 
and   pafTive.      No   fuch   meaning 
was    within   the  view  of  the   le- 
giflature ;  nor  does  the  operation 
of  the  aft  warrant  any  fuch  efFeft, 
The  civil   magiflrates  are  left  411 
pofTeffion  of  thofe    powers   which 
the  law  had  given   them  before  ; 
if  the  mob  colleftively,  or  a  part 
of  it,  qf  any  individual,    within 
and  before  the  expiration  of  that 
hour,  attempts  or  begins  to  per- 
petrate an  outrage  amounting  to 
felony,  to  pull  down  a  houfe,  or 
by  any   other  aft  to  violate   the 
laws,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  prefent, 
of  whatever  defcription  they  may 
be,  to  endeavour  to  ftop  the  mif- 
chief, and   to   apprehend  the  of*- 
fender.      I   mention    this,    rather 
for  general  information,  than  for 
the   particular   inftruftion   of  the 
Gentlemen  whom  I  have  now  the 
honour  of  addreffing,  becaufe  the 
riot  aft  I  do  not  believe  will  come 
immediately     under    your    confi- 
deration  :    Fame  has  not  reported 
that  it  was  any  where,  or  at  any 
time,    read   during  the  late   dif- 
turbances. 

In  all  cafes  of  burning  or 
pulling  down  buildings,  the  be- 
ing prefent,  aiding,  abetting, 
and  encouraging  the  aftual  aftors, 
though  there  be  no  aft  proved  to 
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be  done  by  the  party  himfelf,  is 
a  capital  felony.  This  is  a  doc- 
trine  folemnly  delivered  lately  by 
the  judges,  and  I  believe  will 
never  be  doubted. 

Taking  goods  or  money  againft 
the  will,  under  the  terror  of  a 
mob,  is  felony. 

Of  all  thefe  offences  you  are 
to  enquire,  and  true  prefentments 
make. 

The  charafter  and  efteem  in 
which  the  Gentlemen  I  have  now 
the  honour  of  addreffing  are  juftly 
helc  by  their  country,  render  any 
adm</nition  from  me  on  the  fubjeft 
of  your  duty  fuperfiuous ;  in  you 
it  has  long  placed  a  confidence, 
nor  will  it,  I  am  perfuaded,  on 
this  occafion,  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent it. 

I  have  to  remind  you,  that  it  is 
your  duty  only  to  enquire,  whe- 
ther the  party  accufed  is  charged 
with  fuch  probable  circumftances 
as  to  juftify  you  in  fending  him  to 
another  jury,  who  are  appointed 
by  law  to  hear  the  evidence  on  both 
fides,  and  to  fay,  whether  the  per- 
fon  charged  be  guilty  or  not  of 
the  crime  imputed  to  him  in  the 
indiflment;  and  if  upon  fuch 
trial,  any  advantage  can  be  de- 
rived from  the  nicety  or  caution 
of  the  law,  or  any  favourable  cir- 
cumftances appear,  it  will  be  as 
jnuch  the  inclination,  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  learned  and  reverend 
judges  with  whom  T  have  the 
honour  of  being  in  commiffion,  to 
ftate  fuch  circumftances. 

And  if  the  laws  declare  them 
guilty,  the  offenders  may  ftill  have 
recourfe  to  that  fountain  of  mercy, 
the  royal  breaft,  where  juftice  is 
always  tempered  with  clemency. 

Such  is  the  ineftimable  blefTing 
of  a  government  founded  on  law« 


that  it  extends  its  benefits  to  all 
alike,  to  the  guilty  and  the  inno- 
cent. To  the  latter  the  law  is  a 
proteftion  and  a  fafe-guard ;  to 
the  former  it  is  not  a  proteftion, 
but  it  may  be  coniidered  as  ahoufe 
of  refuge  :  indeed  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  that  conftitution,  than  by  ad- 
miniftering  its  benefits  to  all  mea 
indifferently. 

Proceedings    of  the    CcmmiJJion   at 
St.  Margaret' s-Hili, 

Tuefday,  July  nth,  Jofepii 
Lovell  and  Robert  Lovell,  were 
in'difted  for  deftroying  the  houfe 
of  Thomas  ConoUy,  and  were 
found  guilty.  They  were  gypfies. 

William  Heyter,  for  deftroying 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Alexander 
French,  in  Eaft-lane,  June  7tb, 
and-  found  guilty,  but  recom-< 
mended  to  mercy  ;  but  Baroa 
Eyre  did  not  approve  of  this 
recommendation. 

Charles  King  and  Ambrofe 
Long,  for  deflroying  Conolly*s 
houfe.  King  was  found  guilty; 
Long  acquitted. 

Wednefday,  July  12.  This 
day  nine  prifoners  were  tried, 
feven  of  whom  were  capitally  con- 
vifted,  viz.  Edward  Dorman, 
Thomas  Murray,  Henry  Wad- 
ham,  Mary  Cooke,  Sufannah 
Howard,  Samuel  Lyman,  and 
John  Hyde,  for  deflroying  the 
houfe  of  Paul  Pemary,  of  Kent- 
ftreer. 

William  Smith  (late  a  brandy- 
merchant)  was  tried  for  heading 
the  mc^  who  deftroyed  Conolly's 
houfe. 

Mr.  Attot-ney-general  informed 

the  jury,    that    the  prifoner  had 

formerly   been    in    bufinefs,    but 

3  having 
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having  met  with  misfortunes,  was 
BOW  out  of  bufinefs  ;  that  from 
Bis  appearance  it  might  be  con- 
eliided,  he  would  not  himfelf  be 
aftive  in  the  work,  while  better 
inftruments  might  be  found;  but 
that  it  would  be  proved  that  he 
was,  in  faft,  the  leader  and  ex- 
citer of  the  rioters. 

Robert  Chafers,  of  Tooley- 
ftreer,  about  ten  doors  from  Co- 
noliy's,  depofed,  that  the  mob 
came  there  about  half  paft  one  on 


William  Smith,  Mr.  Scott,  Mf. 
Bolton,  of  the  Green  Park  coffee- 
houfe,  and  feveral  others,  ap- 
peared to  the  prifoner's  charafter* 
The  jury  found  him  not  guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  13,  eleven  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  nine  of  whom 
were  capitally  convidled,  viz.  Benj. 
Rowland,  George  Fletcher,  Wil- 
liam Imbeft,  Samuel  Jordan,  01i-» 
ver  Johnfon,  Robert  Lovel,  Ri- 
chard Millar,  James  Palmer,  and 
Elizabeth     Collins,    for   riotoufly 


the  8fh  of  June;  they  demoliihed  and  tumultuoufly  affembling,  and 

the  houfe,  and  threw  out  the  fur-  felonioufly  beginning  to  pulldowrt 

niture,    afterwards  put  it  in   t^vo  the   dwelling-houfe    of   Laurence 

carts,  carried  it  away,  and  burnt  Walfh* 

It  J    that    iie   knows    the  prifoner,         Friday,    July    14,     feven    pri- 

faw  him   oppofite  the  houfe  with  foners  were   tried,    five  of  whom 

his   hat  in   his  hand,    and  rather  were   capitally   convifted,    viz.— 

exulting  when   any  particular  aft  John   Davis,    and    Theodore   At- 

was  done,    fuch  as  pulling  down  kinfon,     for    pulling     down    the 

t)art  of  the  front ;   faw  him  twice  houfe    of    Margaret    Cooper,    in 

Whirl  his  hat,  but  did  not  obferve  Kent-ftreet,    on  the  9th  of  June^ 


him  there  above  ten  minutes ; 
faw  him  afterwards  at  the  Ram's 
Head  tavern;  about  half  paft 
three  fomebody  faid,  "  Soldiers 
were  coming,  and  the  mnb  would 
foon  be  difperfcd."  The  pri- 
foner faid,  "  Five  hundred  pri- 
foners  had  been  releafed  from  the 
King's-Bench,    and  were  coming 


-—John  Barton,  for  pulling  down 
the  houfe  of  Edward  Dodd,  in 
Lombard  -  ftreefj  in  the  Mint; 
recommended  to  mercy.  — Henry 
Penny  and  John  Bridport,  fof 
demoliftiiftg  the  houfe  of  M.  Coo- 
per ;  the  latter  recommended  tO 
mercy. 

Saturday,  July  15,  Lord  Chief 


from  the  Halfpenny  Hatch  ( ibout  Juftiee  Loughborough  paiTcd  fen 

three  minutes  walk)  tojoinihem."  tence  on  thofe  prifoners  who  had 

The    prifoner    and    moft    of    the  been  convifted. 
rioters  had  blue  cockades.  After   which,    Jofeph   Haynes, 

On  his   crofs   examination,    he  for    deitroying    Conolly's    houfe, 

faid  it  was  about  an  hour  after  the  was    found    guilty,    but    recom- 

beginning  of  the  mifchief  when  he  mended    to    mercy.       Six    other 

faw   the    prifoner;     that    the  pri-  prifoners    were     tried,     and     ac- 


foner,  when  in  bufinefs,  lived 
very  near  the  fpot ;  when  he  was 
in  the  Ram's  Head  tavern  he 
feemed  in  liquor,  but  did  not,  in 
the  leaft,  fee  the  prifoner  give 
any  advice  or  direftion  to  the 
mob.  At  the  public-houfe  his 
behaviour  was  decent  and  fober. 


quitted. 

Monday,  July  17,  five  prifoners 
were  tried  for  demolifhing  the 
houfe  of  Benjamin  Thomas,  Efq; 
commonly  called  the  King's-Bench 
prifon.     Not  guilty. 

Tuefday,  July  18,  William 
Smith  was  a  fecond  time  indifled, 

for 
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jhr  that  he,  with  divers  others, 
did  begin  to  demolifh  and  pull 
down  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Matchew 
Cafey,  Eaft-lane,  Tooley-ftreet, 
on  the  7th  of  June  laft.  He  was 
acquitted. 

Lord  Loughborough  afterwards 
addrefled  the  convi3ls  in  a  very 
afFediiig  manner.  Two  of  the 
prifoners,  he  faid,  had  been  recom- 
mended to  mercy,  but  there  was 
one  of  them  (Bridport)  who, 
having  been  found  guilty  of  a 
capital  crime,  ought  not  to  ex- 
ped  any  mercy.  The  part  of 
his  duty,  which  he  would  execute 
with  the  greateft  pleafure,  would 
be,  he  faid,  to  reprefent  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  fuch  fa- 
vourable circumftances  as  had  ap- 
peared in  the  trials.  But  he  ob- 
served, as  in  compaffion  and  juftice 
to  all  the  people  of  the  kingdom, 
it  was  irapoffible  to  fhew  mercy  to 
all  that  had  been  condemned,  he 
advifed  each  convift  to  look  upon 
himfelf  as  one  of  thofe  who  were 
not  to  experience  any  mercy. 


RemArkahk  ASiions  at  Sea^ 
Admiralty -office,  July  22,  1780. 

ExlraSl  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon- 
ourable Captain  Waldegrave,  of 
his  Majefiy's  Ship  La  Prudente, 
to  Mr,  Ht-epheniy  dated  Spitbead, 
July  18,    1780. 

ON  the  4th  inflant,  being  on 
a  cruize  with  the  Licorne-  in 
company,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 
Cape  Ortugal  then  bearing  fouth 
by  weft,  diftance  24.  leagues,  the 
Licorne  made  the  fignal  for  feeing 
a  fail  to  the  N,  W.  and  a  thick 


fog  then  difperfing,  we  difcovered 
a  large  (hip  bearing  down  to  us : 
I  immediately  made  the  fignal  tO 
chace,  foon  after  which  the  Chace 
hauling  her  wind,  being  then 
only  fix  miles  diftance  from  us^ 
we  clearly  difcovered  her  to  be  a 
large  frigate,  which  from  her 
conftru6lion  we  concluded  to  be 
French. 

As  we  had  light  winds  and 
calms  the  whole  day,  it  was  half 
paft  eleven  P.  M.  ere  I  found  my- 
felf  within  clofe  piftol  fliot  of  her. 
The  fignals  ftie  now  made,  both 
with  rockets  and  lights,  con- 
vincing me  that  flie  was  an  enemy, 
I  immediately  began  to  engage 
her  J  and  at  half  paft  four  A.  M. 
ihe  hauled  down  her  colours  to  his 
majefty's  fhips  La  Prudente  and" 
Licorne. 

She  proved  to  be  La  Capricieufe, 
a  French  frigate,  eight  days  from 
L'Orient,  pierced  for  44  guns, 
bat  mounting  only  32 ;  comple- 
ment 308  men.  She  was  launched 
in  March  laft,  meafured  1 100  tons, 
and  was  one  of  the  fiheft  frigates  I 
ever  faw. 

I  am  very  forry  to  fay,  that  the 
condition  of  the  prize  was  fuch  (as 
their  lordftiips  may  obferve  from 
the  report  of  the  furvey)  as  ren- 
dered it  imprafticable  to  efcort' 
her  to  England.  Indeed  the  very 
heavy  lofs  I  have  fuftained  in  the 
aftion,  and  unfortunately  having 
20  fick  on  Ihore  and  many  oa 
board,  made  it  abfolutely  impofli- 
ble  for  me  to  give  her  the  neceflary 
affiftance  for  that  purpofe;  I  there- 
fore, after  removing  the  prifoners, 
fet  her  on  fire. 

Finding  from  the  condition  of 
my  ftiip  the  utter  impoflibility  of 
executing  my  orders,  I  have  there- 
fore given  directions  to   Captain 
Cadogan, 
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Cadogan,  the  commander  of  his 
majefty's  {hipLicorne,  to  put  them 
into  immediate  execution, 

Notvvithftanding  our  feeming 
fuperiority,  I  hope  the  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  will  fufE- 
ciently  evince,  that  my  officers 
and  Ihip's  company  have  acquitted 
ihemfelves  in  the  moft  gallant  and 
Spirited  manner.  Indeed  I  feel 
'tis  impoffible  to  do  jullice  to  their 
snerits. 

In  juftice  to  Lieutenant  Banks 
of  the  marines,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  obferve  to  their  lordfliips,  that 
iis  party  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
fieadinefs  and  bravery,  keeping  up 
a  regular  and  conftant  fire  from 
the  beginning  of  the  aftion,  till 
jieceffity  called  them  to  the  great 
guns,  where  they  (hewed  an  equal 
jhare  of  fpirit  and  good  order. 

But  while  I  am  thus  giving' 
thofe  well-deferved  encomiums  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjefts,  I 
jihould  feel  myfelf  in  honour  bound 
to  give  his  enemies,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  merits  they  are  fo  truly 
deferving,  did  not  the  condition 
of  the  (hip,  and  the  heavy  lofs 
they  have  fuitained,  fufficiently 
fpeak  their  praifes.  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  add,  in  honour  to  M.  de 
Cheavel,  who  commanded  La  Ca- 
pricieufe  at  the  time  (he  furren- 
dered,  that  the  colours  were  not 
hauled  down  till  the  (hip  had  five 
feet  water  in  her  hold. 

Monf.  de  Ranfanne  and  Monf. 
de  Fontaine,  the  firft  and  fecond 
captains,  both  fell  in  the  aftion ; 
but  as  to  their  farther  lofs,  we  are 
as  yet  ignorant, being  unacquainted 
with  the  number  of  prifoners  on 
board  the  Licorne ;  but  from  a 
rough  calculation  of  their  officers, 
they  muft  have  at  leaft  loo  killed 
and  wounded. 


It  is  with  infinite  concern  that 
I  acquaint  their  lordfhips,  that 
Lieutenant  Ellifon  ftands  forcmoft 
on  the  lift  of  the  wounded,  having 
been  very  feverely  bruifed  in  the 
back,  and  his  right  arm  carried 
off  by  a  (hot.  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
recommend  his  misfortunes,  and 
the  great  intrepidity  he  (hewed 
during  the  aftion,  to  their  lord- 
fhips  moft  particular  attention. 

A  lijl  of  the  killed  and  miounded  on 
board  his  majejiy' s  Jhip  La  Prudente. 

Killed. 
Mr.  John  Difmond,  Mr." 

Richard  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Thomas  England, 

Mr. William  Difmond, 

Mid(hipmen     -     - 
Seamen     -----  12 

Marine      -----  i 

Total     17 

Wounded, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ellifon,  fe- 7 

cond  lieutenant     -     -  3 
Mr.  William   M'Carty,  1   > 

midfhipman      -     -     *  j 


Seamen 
Marines 


25 
4 


Total     3 1 

Since  dead  of 
their  nxiounds. 


Seamen 
Marine 


Total  killed  and  wounded   48 

LICORNE. 

3  killed;  7  wounded. 

I  am,  &c. 
Wm.  Waldegrave. 
Purfuant 
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Purfuant  to  an  order  from  the 
Hon.  William  Waldegrave,  Com- 
mander of  his  majefty's  fhip  La 
Prudente,  of  this  day's  date,  to 
us  direfted,  we  whofe  names  are 
under-mentioned,  have  been  on 
board  the  prize  frigate  La  Ca- 
pricieufe,  and  have  there  taken  a 
llrift  and  careful  furvey  on  her, 
and  find  as  follows,  viz. 

The  fore-mall  wounded  in  fe** 
veral  places. 

The  foretop-maft  over  the  fide. 
The  main-maft  laying  fore  and 
aft  the  deck,  being  gone   about 
ten  feet  above  the  main  deck. 

The  mizen-maft  Ihot  in  feveral 
places. 

The  mizen-top-maft  the  fame. 
All   her   fpare    yards    and    top 
mafts  rendered  unferviceab^e  with 
ihot. 

A  number  of  fhot-holes  betwixt 
wind  and  water. 

Many  other  damages  about  the 
Ihip,  and,  when  we  left  her,  fix 
feet  water  in  the  hold. 

And  we  do  declare  we  have 
made  and  taken  this  furvey  with 
fuch  care  and  equity,  that,  if 
required,  we  are  ready  to  make 
oath  to  the  impartiality  of  o\ir 
proceedings. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on 
board  the  prize  frigate' La 
Capricieufe,  at  fea,  thig 
6th  of  July,   1780. 

John  Richardson,  Carpenter. 
John  Spasbatt,  Carpenter. 

SI  R  James  Wallace,  Captain 
of  his  majefty's  fliip  Nonfuch, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Falmouth,  the  ift  inft.  gives 
an  account  that  while  his  boats 
were  employed  in  burning  the 
frigate  off  the   Loire,  he  obferv- 

voL.  xxin. 


ed  three  fail  in  the  N.  W.  mak- 
ing fignals  to  each  other,  to  which 
he  immediately  gave  chafe,  and 
about  midnight  came  up  with 
and  clofely  engaged  one  of  them  j 
that  after  a  defence  of  more  thaa 
two  hours  fhe  ftruck,  and  proved 
to  be  La  Belle  Poule,  mounted 
with  32  guns,  twelve  pounders, 
commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Ker- 
gariou,  and  275  men  ;  that  the 
'  captain  and  24  men  were  killed, 
the  fecond  captain,  with  feveral 
officers  and  men,  to  the  amount 
of  50,  were  wounded  ;  and  that 
the  Nonfuch  had  three  men  killed 
and  ten  wounded,  two  of  whom 
have  fince  died. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wil- 
liam Peer  Williams,  of  his  Ma- 
jejly's  Ship  Flora,  to  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, dated  ¥3\mQVii\i,  the  i^tb 
ofAuguftt  1780. 

SIR, 

I  BEG  you  will  communicate  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty  the  following  par- 
ticulars, which  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  tranfmitting  to  you  from 
this  port,  where  contrary  winds 
have  obliged  me  to  put  in. 

On  Thurfday  the  loth  inftant, 
at  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon, 
Handing  in  under  Ufliant,  in  queft 
of  the  fleet,  the  wind  at  that  time 
about  E.  N.  E.  we  difcovered 
through  the  haze  a  fquare  rigged 
veffel  and  cutter  under  our  lee, 
lying-to  with  their  heads  to  the 
northward,  diftant  from  us  about 
four  miles ;  whereupon  we  made 
fail,  beat  to  quarters,  and  edged 
towards  them,  which  the  fliip  per- 
ceiving, wore,  hauled  to  the  wind, 
backed  her  mizen  top  fail,  and 
\ft\  waited 
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waited  our  approach,  the  cutter 
working  ofF  and  on.  At  ten  mi- 
nutes paft  five  we  got  abreaft  of 
her,  and,  within  two  cables  length, 
upon  (hewing  our  colours,  receiv- 
ed her  fire,  which  we  inllantly  re- 
turned, and  continued  brifkly  on 
both  (ides  for  about  an  hour,  gra- 
dually nearing  each  other;  when 
our  wheel  being  fhot  away,  our 
fhrouds,  back  ftays,  and  running 
rigging  much  cut,  we  dropped  on 
board  of  her,  and  continued  the 
engagement  in  that  pofition  about 
15  miflutes;  the  enemy  then  de- 
ferted  their  great  guns,  attempted 
to  board  us,  but  were  inltantly  re- 
pulfed  with  lofs.  Our  people 
boarded  them  in  return,  fword  in 
hand,  ftruck  th,eir  colours,  and  in 
a  ftiorc  time  took  polTeflion  of  the 
fhip,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 
frigat?,  called  La  Nymphe,  com- 
manded by  the  Chevalier  Du  Re- 
inain,  who  died  the  fame  even- 
ing of  the  wounds  he  received  in 
the  aftion.  She  is  four  years  old, 
is  copper-bottomed,  mounts  32 
guns,  though  pierced  for  40,  and 
her  complement  confifted  of  291 
men.  She  had  been  only  four 
days  out  of  Breft,  and  was  cm- 
ployed  upon  reconnoitring  fervice 
off  that  port. 

Before  I  conclude  my  letter  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  my  officers 
and  people  in  general  fhewed  the 
greatefl  coolnefs  and  intrepidity 
on  this  occafion,  and  Indeed  me- 
rit more  encomiums  than  I  can 
find  words  to  exprefs  ;  their  con- 
dudl  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  meet 
with  their  lordfliips  approbation, 
and  recommend  them  10  iheir  fu- 
ture favour. 

I  am.  Sic. 

W.  P.  Williams. 


Return  of  Ktlled  and  Wounded  en 
board  the  Flora. 

Killed.  Mr.  BilTet,  Midfhip- 
man  i.  Seamen  6.  Marines  2, 
Total  killed  9. 

Wounded.  Mr.  Creed,  maf- 
ter  1.  Seamen  13.  Marines  4. 
Total  killed  and  wounded  27. 

Seamen  fince  dead  I.  Marines  2. 

N.  B.  The  Flora  mounted  36 
guns,  and  had  on  board  when 
the  aftion  began  259  men. 

On  board  the  La  Nymphe. 
Killed.  Firft  captain,  fecond 
ditto,  firft  lieutenant,  3.  Other 
officers,  feamen,  and  marines, 
60.     Killed  63. 

Wounded.  The  fecond  lieu- 
tenant, two  ofiicers  of  marines^, 
two  volunteers,  five  other  ofiicers, 
feamen,  and  marines,  63.  Total 
killed  and  wounded  131. 

Adfniralty  -  office,  Jugufi  z6,  1780. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Mac- 
bride,  of  his  Majejlfs  Ship  Bien- 
faifant,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Sea,  Augujl  13,    1 7 80. 

S  IR, 

IV/ROTE  to  you,  for  the  in- 
formation oP  their  lordfhips, 
on  my  arrival  at  Cork,  the  intel- 
ligence I  had  received,  and  th« 
fteps  I  intended  to  take  in  confe- 
quence.  The  Charon  arrived  on 
the  iith  inftant.  I  failed  with 
the  convoy  next  day,  having  the 
Charon,  Licorne,  and  Huiiar  in 
company.  As  many  of  the  convoy 
Hill  remained,  I  ordered  the  Li- 
corne ar.d  HufTar  to  keep  off  the 
harbour's  mouth  to  haften  them, 
Whilft  the  Bienfaifant  and  Charon 
lay-to  with  thofe  that  were  out. 
At  day-light  we  had  drove  down 
as  far  as  the  Old  Head  of  Kinfale, 
when  I  Qbfcrved   a  large  fail   in 

the 
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kiie  fouth-eafl  in  chafe  of  fome  of 
the  convoy ;  he  was  foon  chafed 
in  turn,  the  Charon  in  company; 
the  other  two  frigates  were  out  of 
fight  of  Cork.  About  haif  paft 
feven  we  came  up  with  her.  It  is 
fomething  lingular,  that  thcaftion 
on  both  jQdes  began  with  mufque- 
try ;  he  hoiiled  Englifh  colours, 
and  kept  his  fire  :  I  determined  to 
do  the  fame  ;  as  we  ranged  within 
piilol.fhot,  fome  converfation  pafT- 
ed  between  us.  In  this  mode  we 
got  fo  forward  on  his  bow,  that 
neither  bis  bow  or  our  quarter 
guns  would  bear.  Being  certain 
what  the  fiiip  was,  I  then  ordered 
the  fmali  arms  on  the  poop  to  be- 
gin ;  ihe  returned  it,  and  hoifted 
her  proper  colours.  It  was  fome 
little  time  before  I  could  regulate 
Itjy  fail,  and  place  my  (hip :  they 
had  determined  to  board  us,  and 
aded  fo  to  favour  the  defign.  It 
was  a  daringj  though  unluccefs- 
ful  attempt.  Afcer  an  hour  and 
ten  minutes  fmart  adlion,  her  rig- 
ging and  fails  cut  to  pieces,  twen- 
ty-one men  killed  and  thirty-iive 
men  wounded,  fhe  ftruck,  and 
proved  to  be  the  Comte  d'Artois, 
of  64  guns,  upwards  of  644  men, 
a  private  fhip  of  war,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  Cionard,  a  Lieu- 
tenant de  Vaifi'eaux,  who  is  flight- 
ly  wounded  in  the  aftion.  "His 
brothers,  the  one  a  colonel,  the 
other  colonel  en  fecond,  in  the 
Iri(h  legion  of  that  name,  are  on 
board  ;  likewife  a  Lieutenant 
Perry  of  the  Monarch  ;  and  the 
people  who  were  taken  on  board 
the  Margaritta  prize.  The  Bien- 
faifant  had  three  killed,  and 
twenty-two  wounded  ;  furniture 
cut  of  courfe ;  but  the  mafts  and 
yards  not  materially  injured. 
There     was     one    man    flightly 


wounded  in  the  Charon.  I  brought 
to,  to  refit ;  and  the  convoy  of  99 
fail  proceeded  on  with  a  very  frelh 
and  fair  wind.  The  Licorne  is 
in  company  ;  the  fteady  gallantry 
of  my  officers  and  men  did  them 
honour,  t  beg  in  particular  to 
recommend  my  firll  lieutenant  Sir 
Thomas  Lewis  to  their  Icrdlhips 
notice^ 

I  am,  8cc. 

John  Macbride. 

JExiraB  of  a  Letter  from  Nathaniel 
David fon,  Ejq;  hisMajeJifs  Con- 
ful  General  at  Algiers,  to  tke 
Earl  of  Hilllborough,  one  of  his 
Majejifs  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State ;  dated  Algiers,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1 7  Bo,  receiz'ed  Odo- 
ber  \\, 

'nr^  HE  condufi:  and  fuccefs  of 
X  Captain  Edward  Moor,  com- 
manding the  Fame  private  Ihip  of 
war,  of  Dublin,  on  "a  late  occa- 
fion,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  elteem- 
ed  fufficiently  remarkable  for  my 
troubling  your  lordihip  with  the 
follovying  particulars : 

He  failed  from  Mahon  the  20th 
of  lafl  month,  and  receiving  ad- 
vice foon  after  of  the  departure  of 
five  French  vefiels,  all  letters  of 
marque,  from  Marfeilles,  bound 
for  the  Wefl-Indies,  determined 
to  go  in  quell  of  them.  On  the 
25th  he  defcricd  five  fail  near  the 
Spaniih  coaft,  which  correfponded 
with  his  intelligence;  but  as  they 
were  at  a  diHance,  and  the  day 
was  far  fpent,  he  judged  it  pru- 
dent not  to  make  a  fliew  of  purfu- 
ing  them,  that  he  might  have  a 
better  chance  to  fucceed  in  get- 
rlng  betwixt  them  and  the  land 
at  night,  which  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  eiFsft.  Ks  found  him« 
[rj  z  *  felf 
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felf  at  day-light  next  morning  ofF 
Cape  de  Gat,and  about  two  leagues 
from  the  five  ftiips,  that  were,  to- 
gether, and  formed  in  a  line   to 
receive  him.      At   half  paft  fix, 
when  he  was  within  gun~fhot,  they 
hoiiled  French   colours,  and  dis- 
charged their  broadfides.    Captain 
Moor  bore  down  upon  them,  and 
though  they  continued    their  fire 
without  interruption,  referved  his 
till  he  was  within  piftol-fhotof  the 
largeft,  which  ftruck  after  an  en- 
gagement of  three  quarters  of  an 
hour.     Without  (lopping  to  fend 
any  of  his   people   on   board,  he 
proceeded   to  engage  the  fecond, 
and  took  her,  afcer  a  Ihort  refin- 
ance.    He  left  an  officer  and  fe- 
ren  men  in   this  prize,  with  or- 
ders to  look  after  the  former,  till 
he    returned    from   purfuing   the 
three  remaining  veffels,  which  he 
obferved  were  making  fail  to  get 
away.     He  came  up  with  and  took 
two  of  them  ;    the  other  efcaped. 
The    largeft    fhip    is    called    Les 
Deux  Freres,  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  mounting  fourteen  fix  poun- 
ders, and  fifty-five  men,    (fifteen 
of  whom  got  off  in  a  boat)  ;   the 
fecond,  L'Univers,  (the  captain  of 
which     was    killed)    pierced    for 
eighteen  guns,  carries  twelve  four 
pounders,  and  forty-one  men,  lit- 
tle inferior   in  fize  to  the  Deux 
Freres ;    the  third,    the   Zephyr, 
(formerly     his     majefty's     floop) 
pierced  for  fourteen  guns,  mount- 
ing ten  three  pounders,  and  thirty- 
two  men  ;  the  fourth,  the  Nancy, 
a  pink  of  two  fix  pounders,  two 
two  pounders,  and  eighteen  men. 
They  all  got  fafe  into  this  bay  on 
the  Z9th  of  laft  month,  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night.    — 

Captain   Moor's  gallant  beha- 
viour has  been  taken  great  notice 


of  by  the  ofHcers  of  this  regency, 
and  his  humane  and  generous 
treatment  of  his  prifoners  been  ad- 
mired by  every  body  ;  indeed  fo 
much,  that  Monf.  de  la  Vallee, 
French  Conful  General  here, 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
write  a  line  to  me  to  exprefs  hi»'. 
fenfe  of  it,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
of  encomium  and  gratitude. 

The  Fame  mounts  twenty  guns, 
fix  pounders,  on  one  deck,  and 
four  upon  her  quarter  deck,  viz. 
two  four  pounders,  and  two  three 
pounders,  and  108  men. 


Short  Account  of  the  Defolation  made 
in  feiieral  of  the  Weft  India 
IJlands  by  the  late  Hurricanes, 

ON  the  3d  of  Oaober  laft,  a 
moft  dreadful  convulfion  of 
nature,  almoft  overwhelmed  the 
little  fea-port  town  of  Savannah- 
la-Mer  on  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
with  the  adjacent  country.  About 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
gale  began  from  the  S.  E.  and 
continued  increafing  with  accumu- 
lated violence  until  four,  when  it 
veered  to  the  fouth,  and  became 
a  perfedl  tempeft,  which  lafted  in 
full  force  till  near  eight;  it  then' 
abated.  The  fea,  during  the  laft 
period,  exhibited  a  moft  awful 
fcene  ;  the  waves,  fwelled  to  an 
amazing  height,  ruftied  with  an 
impetuofity  not  to  be  defcribed  oa 
the  land,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
determined  the  fate  of  all  the 
houfes  on  the  bay.  Thofe  whofe 
ftrength,  or  prefence  of  mind, 
enabled  them  to  feek  their  fafety 
in  the  Savannah,  took  refuge  in 
the  miferable  remains  of  the  habi- 
tations there,  moft  of  which  were 
^  blowa 
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blown  down,  or  fo  much  damaged 

by  the  ftorm,  as  to  be  hardly  ca- 
pable of-afFording  a  comfortable 

fhelter  to  the  wretched  fufFerers.— - 

In  the  Court-houfe,   40   perfons, 

whites,  and  of  colour,  fought  an 
.  afylum,  but  miferably  periftied  by 

the  preiTure  of  the  roof  and  fides, 

which  fell  upon  them.      Numbers 

were   faved    in    that    part   of   the 

houfe     of    Mr.    Finlayfon,    that 

luckily  withftood  the  violence  of 

the    tempeft, — himfelf,    and  ano- 
ther gentleman  had  left  it,  when 

the  wind   forced   open    the   door, 

and   carried   away   the   whole   lee 
liide  of  it,  and  'fought  their  fafety 

iinder  the  wall  of  an  old  kitchen, 

but   finding  they  muft  inevitably 

perifh  in  that  fituation,  they  re- 
turned  to   the   houfe,  determined 

to  fubmit  to   their  fate.      About 

ten  the  waters  began  to  abate,  and 

at  that  time  a  fmart  fhock  of  an 

earthquake  was  felt.  All  thefmall 

veffels  in  the  bay  were  driven  on 

Ihore,  and  da(hed  to  pieces.  The 
f  jhips  Princefs  Royal,  Capt.  Ruth- 
win  ;     Henry,    Richardfon  ;    and 

Auftin-Hall,  Auftin  ;  were  forced 

from  their  anchors,  and  carried  fo  " 

far  into  the  morafs  that  they  will 

never  be  got  ofF.     The  earthquake 

lifted  the  Princefs  Royal  from  her 

beam  ends,  righted  her,  and  fixed 

her  in  a  firm  bed  ;    this  circum- 

flance  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  the 

furviving   inhabitants,   for    whofe 

accommodation  fhe  now  ferves  as 

a  houfe. 

The  morning  ufliered  in  a  fcene 

too    (hocking    for    defcription.  — 

Bodies    of   the   dead    and    dying, 

fcattered   about   where    the    town 

Hood,  prefented  themfelves  to  the 

agonizing    view    of    thofe    whofe 

charity  led  them  in  qoeft  of  the 

remains  of  their  unhappy  fellow- 


[29J 

creatures !  The  number  who  have 
periflied  is  not  yet  precifely  afcer- 
tained,  but  it  is  imagined  50  whites, 
and  150  perfons  of  colour,  are  loft. 
— Amongft  them  are  numbered 
Doftor  King,  his  wife,  and  four 
children,  his  partner,  Mr.  Nefbit, 
a  carpenter,  and  24  negroes,  all 
in  one  houfe.— Dr.  Lightfoot,  and 
Mr.  Antrobus,  were  found  dead 
in  the  ftreets.  In  the  whole  pa- 
ri{h,  it  is  faid,  there  are  not  five 
dwelling-houfes,  and  not  one  fet 
of  works  remaining;  the  plantain 
walks  are  all  deflroyed  ;  every  cane 
piece  levelled  ;  feveral  white  peo- 
ple, and  fome  hundreds  of  negroes, 
killed. 

In  the  adjoining  parifh  of  St. 
Elizabeth,  although  the  face  of 
the  country  wore  a  lefs  horribleaf- 
peft  than  at  Weftmoreland,  much 
damage  was  done,  and  feveral 
lives  loft. 

Our  accounts  from  Lucea, 
though  not  particular,  are  terri- 
ble. —  The  town,  except  two 
houfes,  thofe  of  Meflrs.  Campbell, 
and  the  adjoining  tenement  of 
Mr.^  Lyons,  is  levelled  to  the 
ground  ;  many  lives  loft,  and  in 
the  whole  parifti  of  Hanover  but 
three  houfes  ftanding — not  a  tree, 
bufli,  or  cane  to  be  feen— -univer- 
fal  defolation  prevails!  Of  the 
perfons  loft,  we  can  only  as  yet 
name  Me/Trs.  Aaron  and  Solo- 
mon Dias  Fernandes,  two  an- 
tient  gentlemen  of  the  Jewifh  na- 
tion, one  aged  81,  and  the  other 
80,  of  refpeftable  and  venerable 
charafters. — Three  young  ladies, 
Mifles  Samuels,  at  Green  lOand. 
—  The  elegant  houfe  of  John 
Campbell,  Efq;  at  Salt-fpring ; 
Kendall  and  Campbell-town  ;  and 
that  of  Mr.  Chambers,  at  Batche- 
lor's-hall. — Capt.  Darling*  Mrs. 
m  3  Darling. 
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Darling,  and  Mr.  Moxham,  were 
dragged  out,  barely  alive,  from 
.the  ruins  of  an  arch  that  fupport- 
ed  a  flight  of  fteps,  under  which 
they  had  ftiel tared  themfelves.— 
Fourteen  or  fifteen  people  of  co- 
lour were  buried  in  a  llore  that 
fell  in  upon  them. 

At  Montego-bay,  the  tempeft 
.'increafed  (accompanied  with  in- 
ccffant  rain)  to  fuch  an  amaz- 
ing degree,  as,  about  dark,  to 
threaten  general  ruin  and  de- 
ftrudion.  The  darknefs  of  the 
night  added  fre(h  horror  to  the 
general  apprehenfions,  and  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  on  ordinary  oc- 
cafions,  would  be  confidered  as 
peculiarly  terrifying — the  immenfe 
and  prodigious  flalhes  of  lightning 
which  regularly  fucceeded  each 
other,  was  an  alleviation  to  the 
general  confternation,  and  the  on- 
ly fecurity  to  the  very  few  whofe 
particular  fituation  permitted  or 
inclined  them  to  venture  thrc/ugh 
^the  ftreets,  and  afford  comfort  and 
relief  to  the  diflreffes  of  their 
neighbours.  From  12  o'clock, 
from  the  beft  of  our  information, 
and  our  own  recolledion,  the 
ftorm  began  to  abate ;  but  the 
many  inftances  of  defolation  and 
diftrefs  which  even  then  prefented 
themfelves  to  our  view,  and  which 
we  began  to  be  apprized  of  from 
different  quarters  of  the  town,  af- 
forded fuggeflions  to  the  mind, 
which  rendered  the  approach  of  the 
morning  truly  horrible. 

It  is  impofTible  at  prefent  to 
recount  the  particular  lofTes  of 
every  individual  ;  manv  houfes  in 
this  town  have  been  dcftroyed  ; 
among  the  principal  fufFerers  are^ 
Mr.  Vincent,  Dr.  MutterHied, 
the  eftate  of  James  Lugg,  Mr. 
Whicaker,  Mr.  Allhcrt,  and  the 


barracks  at  Fort  Frederick.  The 
darknefs  of  the  night  rendered  it 
impoffible  to  attend  to  the  fate  of 
the  fhips  Ladras,  Adventurer,  and 
Lenox,  which  were  in  the  harbour 
when  the  ftorm  commenced  ;  the 
moft  probable  and  favourable  con- 
jefture  which  could  be  made  upon 
their  being  miffed  in  the  morning, 
was  their  having  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  no  fymptoms  of  wrecks 
having  yet  appeared  to  difcredit 
this  conjetlure,  we  are  in  hourly 
and  impatient  expedation  of  fee- 
ing them,  or  hearing  of  their  be^ 
ing  fafe.  All  the  fmaller  craft  in 
the  harbour,  together  with  the 
fhip  Petersfield,  which  had  been 
preferved  and  repaired  after  the 
fhipwreck  of  laft  February,  are  all 
totally  loft;  and  thebrigantijiejane, 
which  had  gone  down  a  few  days 
before  to  Great  River,  as  a  place 
of  apparent  fafety,  has  been  driven 
afhore,  but  we  are  informed  will 
be  got  off  with  very  little  da-r 
mage. 

Our  informations  from  the 
country  are  truly  alarming  ;  few 
eftates  in  this  parifh  have  efcaped 
without  fome  damage,  many  fets 
of  works  and  dwelling-houfes  are 
thrown  down,  the  canes  in  gene- 
ral have  fufFered  much,  but  the 
lofs  of  all  the  plantain  works 
without  exception  is  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  general  calamity  which 
cannot  fail  of  exciting  fentiments 
of  compafEon  and  regret  for  the 
condition  of  our  feiiow-creatures, 
who  may  fufFer  for  the  lofs  of  the 
moft  effential  part  of  their  fup- 
port.  What  we  have  recited  falls 
far  fhort  of  accounts  which  we 
hourly  receive  of  the  damage  done 
in  Hanover  and  WePimoreland  ; 
at  Lucea-bay  only  two  houfes  re- 
main, and  his  majefly's  floop 
Badger, 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.    [29^ 


Badger,  lying  in  that  harbour, 
has  loft  all  her  mafts  and  run  on 
fhore. 

Another  furious  Tempejt,  not  lefs  t'io- 
lent  than  the  former  hafipmed  on 
the  }  oth,  and  laid  njjajle  fevercul 
of  the  Leeivard  IJlands. 

^he  folh'wing  is  the  Journal  ^fijuhat 
pajjed  at  Rarb.iC  es  from  the 
gth  of  OSober  uniil  the  1 6th. 

TH  E  evening  preceding  the 
hurricane,  the  9th  of  Ofto* 
ber,  was    remirkabiy    calm,    but 
the  flcy  furprifingly  red   and  fiery  j 
during  the  night  much   rain  fell. 
On    the     morning   of    the    lotk, 
much  rain   and  wind  from  N.  W. 
By  ten  o'clock  it  increafed    very 
much  ;  by  one,   the    (hips  in   the 
bay  drove;   by   four   o'clock,   the 
Albemarle   frigate  (the  only   man 
of  war  then    here)  parted   her  an- 
chors   and    went    to    fea,    as   did 
all   the   other  vefTels   in    the    har- 
bour.    Soon  after,  by  fix  o'clock, 
the  wind   had    torn   up  and  blown 
down    many  trees,  and  foreboded 
a    moft  violent    tcrapeft.     At    the 
Government  Houfe  every  precau- 
tion  was   taken   to  guard    againft 
what    might    happen  ;   the   doors 
and  windows  v^ere  barricadoed  up, 
but     it    availed     little.     By    ten 
o'clock   the  wind   forced    itfelf  a 
paffage    through    the    houfe    from 
the  N.    N.   W.    and    the  tempett 
increafing  every  minute,    the    fa- 
mily took     to    the   center   of  the 
bailding,  imagining  from  the  pro- 
digious ftrength  of  the  walls,  they 
being  three  feet  thick,  and  from 
its  circular   form,  it  would    have 
withftood  the  wind's  utmoll  rage  : 
however,    h'y     half    after     eleven 
o'clock,  they  were  obliged   to  re- 
treat to  the  cellar,  the  wind  hav- 


ing forced  its  way  into  every  part, 
and     torn    off  moft    of    the    roof> 
From  this  afylum  they  were   foon 
driven  out ;  the  water  being  flop- 
ped in  its   paffage,  having   found 
itfelf  a  courfe  into  the  cellar,  thejr 
knew  not  where  to  go  ;   the  water 
had  rofe  four   feet,  and    the  ruins 
were  falling  from  all  quarters.  To 
continue  in  the  cellar  was  impof- 
fible  ;  to  return  to  the  houfe  equal- 
ly fo  ;  the  only  chance    left  was 
making    for  the   fields,  which    at 
that  time  appeared   equally  dan* 
gerous :  it  was   however   attempt- 
ed, and  the  family  were  fo  fortu- 
nate  as   to  get  to  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  of  the  flag  ftaff,  which 
foon  after'  giving  way,  every  one 
endeavoured   to  find  a  retreat  for 
himfelf;    the   governor,   and    the 
few  that  remained,  were    thrown 
down,  and   it  was  with  great  dif- 
ficulty they  gained    the    cannon, 
under  the  carriage  of  which    they 
took  flielter:   their  fituation   here 
was    highly  deplorable  ;  many  of 
the  cannon  were  moved,  and  they 
had    reafon    to     fear   that    under 
which  they  fat  might  be  difmountr 
ed,    and   crufh   them   by  its    fall, 
or  that  fome  of  the  ruins  that  were 
flying  about  would  put  an  end  to 
their  exifience  ;  and   to  render  the 
fcene  ftill  more  dreadful,  they  had 
much  to  fear  from  the  powder  ma- 
gazine,   near    which    they  were; 
the    armoury  was    level   with    the 
ground,  and  the  arms,  &c.   feat- 
tered    about.     Anxioufly  did   they 
wait  the  break  of  day,   flattering 
themfelves,    that  with    the    light 
they  would  fee  a   cefiation  of  the 
ftorm  ;   yet  when  it  appeared,   the 
tempeft    was     little    abated,    and 
the   day  ferved  but  to  exhibit    the 
moft   melancholy  profped  imagin- 
able;  nothing  can  be  compared  with 
\X\  4  the 
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the  terrible  devaftation  that  pre- 
fcnted  itfelf  on  all  fides  ;  not  a 
building  ftanding  ;  the  trees,  if 
not  torn  up  by  their  roots,  de- 
prived of  their  leaves  and  branches  ; 
and  the  moft  luxuriant  fpring 
changed  in  this  one  night  tp 
the  drearieft  winter.  In  vain  . 
was  it  to  look  round  for  fhelter ; 
houfes,  that  from  their  fituation 
it  was  imagined  would  have 
"been  in  a  degree  protedled,  were 
all  flat  with  the  earth,  and  the 
miferable  owners,  if  they  were  fo 
fortunate  as  to  efcape  with  their 
lives,  were  left  without  a  cover- 
ing for  themfelves  and  family. 

General  Vaughan  was  early 
obliged  to  evacuate  hishoufe;  in 
efcaping  he  was  very  much  bruif- 
ed  ;  his  fecretary  was  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  break  his  thigh.  No- 
thing has  ever  happened  that  has 
caufed  fuch  univerfal  defolation. 
No  one  houfe  in  the  ifland  is  ex- 
empt from  damage.  Very  few 
buildings  are  left  ftanding  on  the 
eftates.  The  devaftation  amongft 
the  negroes  and  cattle,  particularly 
of  the  horned  kind,  is  very  great, 
which  mnft,  more  efpecially  in 
thefe  times,  be  a  caufe  of  great 
diftrefs  to  the  planters.  It  is  as 
yet  impoflible  to  make  any  accu- 
rate calculation  of  tfte  number  of 
fouls  ttiat  have  perifhed  in  this 
dreadful  calamity;  whites  and 
blacks  together,  it  is  imagined 
to  exceed  fome  thoufands.  Many 
were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the 
houfes  and  buildings.  Many  fell 
vidims  to  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  great  numbers  were  driven  into 
the  fea,  and  there  perifhed.  The 
troops  have  fuffered  inconfider- 
ably,    though   both   the   barracks 


and  hofpital  were  early  blown 
down.  Alarming  confequences 
were  dreaded  from  the  number  of 
dead  bodies  that  lay  uninterred,  and 
from  the  quantity  of  fifti  the  fea 
threw  up,  which  however  are  hap- 
pily fubfided.  What  few  public 
buildings  there  were,  are  fallen  in 
the  general  wreck  ;  the  fortifica- 
tions have  fuffered  very  confider- 
ably.  The  buildings  were  all  de- 
moiiftied  ;  for  fo  violent  was  the 
flt)rm  here,  when  affifted  by  the 
fea,  that  a  twelve-pound  gun  was 
carried  from  the  fouth  to  the  north 
battery,  a  diftance  of  140  yards. 
The  lofs  to  this  country  is  im- 
menfe,  many  years  will  be  requir- 
ed to  retrieve  it. 

General  Vaughan's  attention  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown  has 
been  very 'great.  On  the  12th  of 
Otiober  fuch  orders  were  ifTued 
to  the  troops,  and  obeyed  with 
fuch  alacrity,  that  .every  thing 
was  kept  quiet  in  the  town,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  in  great 
danger  of  being  plundered  by  the 
prifoners  of  war,  &c.  who  were  li- 
berated by  the  demolition  of  the 
prifons,  and  are  now,  to  the  num- 
ber of  above  800,  difperfed  over 
the  town  and  country  ;  they,  how- 
ever, under  this  controul,  behaved 
tolerably  well,  and  have  been  of 
much  fervice  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  have  given  them  employ- 
ment. 

On  the  13th  of  Oftober  the  go- 
vernor went  to  Bridgetown,  iffued 
a  proclamation,  and  took  fuch 
fteps  as  appeared  of  utility  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  merchants,  &c, 
formed  an  affociation,  and  ap- 
pointed committees  for  the  inter- 
ment of  the  dead,  the  care  and 
diftribution  of  the  provifions,  &c. 

They 
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They  voted  therr  thanks  to  Gene- 
ral Vaughan  and  the  troops  ;  to 
whom  they  propofed,  as  a  reward 
for  the  fervice  they  had  been  of  in 
protedling  their  property,  to  give 
them  a  fix- pence  per  diem;  to 
which  Mr.  Shirley,  purveyor  to 
the  navy,  promifed  another  fix- 
pence.  A  floop  was  on  the  i6th 
difpatched  to  St., Lucia  to  Com- 
modore Hotham,  with  the  melan- 
choly tidings  of  the  dreadful 
calamity  that  has  befallen  the 
ifland,  requefting  of  him  to  fend 
a  frigate  to  England  with  the 
news. 

The  above  is  the  account  fent 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  Vaughan,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  and  by  him  tranfriiitted 
to  Lord  G.  Germaine. 

Jiuthentic  Accounts  from  other  IJlands 
are  as  follo'w  : 

At  Antigua  they  felt  no  bad  ef- 
fefts  from  this  hurricane. 

At  St.  Chrillopher's  many  vef- 
fels  were  forced  on  Ihore. 

At  St.  Lucia  all  the  barracks 
and  huts  for  his  majefty's  troops, 
and  other  buildings  in  the  ifland, 
were  blown  down,  and  the  fhips 
were  driven  to  fea  ;  his  majelly's 
ftiip  the  Amazon,  Captain  Finch, 
moil  miraculoufly  elcaped  foun- 
dering ;  Ihe  was  on  her  beam-ends 
for  many  hours ;  fhe  lay  down  fo 
far  that  her  windward  guns  were 
in  the  water ;  had  many  men  wafh- 
ed  over- board,  others  drowned  on 
her  decks ;  was  obliged  to  cut 
away  all  her  mafts  and  bowfprit, 
but,  under  jury  -  mails,'  fafely 
arrived  at  Englilh  harbour.  The 
Albemarle  blown  out  of  Barba- 
does,  cut  away  her  mafts,  and  alfo 
put  into   Englilh  harbour.     The 


Venus  cut  away  her  foremaft,  loH 
her  bowfprit,  and  is  arrived  at 
Englifli  harbouri 

At  Dominica  they  have  greatly 
fulFered.  Every  building  in  St. 
Vincent  blown  down,  and  the 
town  deftroyed.  The  Juno,  a  new 
French  frigute  of  40  guns,  drove 
on  fhore,  and  dalhed  all  to  pieces. 
At  Grenada,  great  devaftation  on 
fhore ;  nineteen  fail  of  loaded 
Dutch  Ihips  flranded  and  beat  to 
pieces. 

At  Martinique,  all  the  fliips 
were  blown  off  the  ifland  that  were 
bringing  troops  and  provifions. 

On  the  1 2th  four  Ihips  founder- 
ed in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and  every 
foul  periflaed  ;  the  other  fliips  were 
blown  out  of  the  Roads,  and  many 
muil  of  courfe  be  loft. 

In  the  noble  town  of  St.  Pierre 
every  hcufe  is  down,  and  more 
than  1000  people  periflied ;  at 
Fort  royal  town  the  cathedral,  the 
feven  churches,  and  other  noble 
and  religious  edifices,  the  gover- 
nor's houfe,  the  record-office, 
fenate-houfe,  prifons,  hofpitals, 
barracks,  ftore-noufes  of  govern- 
ment and  merchants,  and  upwards 
of  1400  other  houfes,  were  blown 
down,  and  an  incredible  number 
of  perfons  loft  their  lives ;  the  new 
hofpital  of  Notre  Dame,  the  moft 
convenient  and  elegant  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  in  which  were  1600 
fick  and  wounded  patients,  was 
blown  down,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  them,  with  the  matrons,  nurfes, 
and  attendants,  &c.  buried  in  the 
ruins.  Every  ftore-houfe  in  the 
dock-yard  is  blown  down,  and 
filled  with  ruins;  the  fick-houfe 
of  the  fliip-wrights,  &c.  belonging 
to  the  yard,  fliared  the  fate  of  that 
of  Notre  Dame,  and  about  100 
periflied. 

By 
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By  the  reports  of  the  day,  the 
number  fuppofed  to  have  periftied 
upon  the  ifland,  including  ne- 
groes, is  computed  at  upwards  of 
pooo,  and  the  damage  at  upwards 
of  700,000  louis  d'ors. 

The  accounts  from   St.  Eufta- 
tia,  a    Dutch    fettlement,  are  (if 
poffible)  ftill  more  aifeding.     On 
the  loth,  at  eleven  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  fey  on  a  fudden  blacken* 
ed  all  around  j  it  looked  as  dif- 
jnal   as    night,  attended  with   the 
jnoft  violent  rains,  thunder,  light- 
ning, and  wind,  ever  before  known. 
In  the  afternoon  the  gale  increaf- 
ed.     Seven    Oiips  were   driven    on 
fiiore  near  North-Point,  and  da(h- 
cd  to  pieces  on   the  rocks ;  they 
■ft'cre  bound  for  Europe,  and  every 
foul,  officers   and    men,  periihed. 
Nineteen  other  (hips  cut  their  ca- 
bles, and   Hood   to  fea  ;  only  one 
of  which   is    returned,  in    a   moft 
difmal    condition.     In    the    night 
every  houfe  to   the  northward  and 
ibuchward    was    blown    down,  or 
wafhed    away,    with    the  inhabi- 
Itants,  into  the  fea  ;  fome  few  only 
cfcaping-,    who    crawled     up     the 
mountains,  and  hid  themrelves  in 
Jarge  holes.     The    houfes    to  the 
'  call  and  weft  were  not  fo   much 
hurt,    till    the    afternoon    of   the 
llth,  when  the  wind  on  a  fudden 
Hiifted    to   the   eaxlward,    and    at 
night  it  blew  v.'ith  redoubled  fury, 
and  fvvept  awyy  every  houfe.     The 
principal  edifices  left  Handing  are 
'the   new  and  old  fort,  the   btates 
barracks    and    hofpital,    with    the 
cathedral,  and  four  other  churches. 
The  dellruction  of  people  on  this 
melancholyeveritis  reputed  (whites 
and  blacks)  to  be   between  4  at)d 
5000.     The    pecuniary   lols   can- 
not be  computed. 


Copies  of  Letters  hetnueen  Lord  Hillf- 
borough,  and  the  Earl  of  Yem^ 
broke,  en  the  DlfmiJJion  of  the 
latter  from  the  Ojfce  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Wilts. 

St.  James*:,  Feb.  14,  1 7 80, 
My  Lord, 

I  A  M  much  concerned  that  it 
falls  to  my  k)t  to  obey  the 
king's  commands,  by  acquainting 
your  lord  (hip  that  his  majefty  has 
no  farther  occafion  for  your  fer- 
vice  in  the  ofRces  of  Lord-lieute-.' 
nant,  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of 
the  county  of  Wilts ;  and  your 
lordfhip  will,  I  hope,  believe  me, 
when  I  alTure  you  1  fhould  be 
glad  of  a  more  agreeable  oppor. 
t unity  of  expreihng  the  refped, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 

my  lord, 
your  lordihip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Hi  LLSEOROUGH, 

To  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  t^c.  i^u 

Privy  Garden,  Monday  Nighty 
Feb.  14,    1780. 
My  Lord, 

1H  A  D  the  honour  to  receive 
your  lordlhip's  letter  to-day, 
in  which  your  lordfliip  fignifies  his 
majelly  commands  to  you  to  let 
me  know  he  had  no  farther  occa- 
fion for  ray  fervice  in  the  offices 
of  Lord-iieutpant,  and  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Wilts. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 
concern  you  are  fo  good  as  to  ex- 
prefs  upon  Xhe  oecafion.  Your 
lordfhip  will,  I  ftalfPr  myfelf,  ex- 
cufc  me,  if,  confcious  as  I  am  of 
my  never  -  failing  duty,  attach- 
ment 
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jnent  and  affe^ion  to  his  majelty, 
I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  im- 
puting  this   mark   of  the   king's 
difpleafare  to  his  minifters,  on  ac- 
count of  a  vote  I  gave  as  a  free 
inan,  upon  a  public  queftion. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 
my  lord, 
yoqr  lordfliip's  mod  obedient, 
and  moll  humble  fervant, 
Pembroke. 
y<3  the  Earl  of  HiUJborough ,  Cffr. 


^Proceedings  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Pi?- 
zoni,  the  Venetian  Refdeni. 

ON  Thurday  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Earl  Mansfield  met  in  Lin- 
coln's-inn-hall,  to  try  a  caufe, 
as  extraordinary  as  it  was  novel. 
The  court  itfelf  was  the  firft  of 
the  kind  that  ever  fat  in  this 
kingdom;  its  jurifdiftion  was  efta- 
blifhed  by  an  aft  pafTed  in  the 
5th  of  Queen  Ann,  which  em- 
powers the  chancellor,  and  the 
two  chief  juftices  of  the  King's^ 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  or  any 
two  of  them,  to  take  cognizance 
of  illegal  attacks  on  the  privi- 
leges of  ambaffadors,  and  to  judge 
of  them  in  a  fummary  way.  This 
accounts  for  Lord  Thurlow  and 
Lord  Mansfield  meeting  on  the 
fame  bench.  The  caufe  brought 
before  them  was  on  the  complaint 
of  the  Attorney-general  againft  a 
Mr.  Reiliy,  an  upholfterer,  for 
fuing  out  a  writ  againft  Mr.  Piz- 
■zonii  the  late  relident  from  the 
republic  of  Venice;  Mr.  Gapper, 
an  attorney,  for  having  figned  it ; 
and  one  Cawdron,  a  (herifF's-offi- 
ccr,  for  having  executed  it,  at  a 
time  when  Pizzoni  was  entitled  to 


the  privileges  of  an  ambafTador.s 
The  Attorney-general,  affifted  by 
the  Solicitor-general,  barely  ftated 
the  cafe  in  a  mild  manner,  and 
prayed  that  the  court  would,  for 
the  fake  of  example,  inflift  a  pa- 
nifhment  on  the  defendants, 

It  was  pleaded  in  favour  of  the 
defendants,  that  Mr.  Pizzoni  hav- 
ing had  hi:  audience  of  leave,  and 
his  fucceflbr  having  been  intro- 
duced to  their  majefties,  it  was 
very  natural  to  foppofe,  that  the 
former  was  no  longer  vefted  with 
a  public  charafter,  which  could 
proteft  him  ffom  arrefts;  and  that, 
as  the  expreffion  in  the  aft  of  par-? 
liament,  which  allows  to  foreiga 
minifters  a  rcafonable  time  to  with- 
draw from  the  kingdom,  was  vague 
and  indeterminate,  it  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  they  thought 
eight  days  a  reafonable  time.  The 
counfel,  therefore,  hoped,  that  if 
the  defendants  dqferved  any  pu- 
nifhment  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  the 
lighteft  that  the  court  could  pofli- 
bly  inflift. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not 
appear  inclined  to  feverity.  He 
afked  if  the  defendants  had  offer-  - 
ed  to  make  any  fubmifilon.  It  was 
replied,  that  the  attorney  and  offi- 
cer had  ;  but  that  Reiliy  could  not, 
being,  at  the  time  of  the  arreft, 
himfelf  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the 
King's-benrh  for  the  debt  due  to 
him  from  Pizzoni. 

The  Attorney -general,  after 
having  heard  the  defence,  prayed, 
that,  for  example  fake,  the  court 
would  punilli  the  defendants ;  but 
did  by  no  means  vvifh  to  overturn 
any  thing  that  had  been  faid  by 
way  of  mitigati  n. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  obferved, 

that  the  queftion,  being  a  queition 

between 
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between  nation  and  nation,  was 
by  no  means  a  fit  fubjefl  for  fpe- 
culation.  The  time  allowed  for 
ambafladors  to  depart  the  king- 
dom coald  not,  and  indeed  ought 
not,  to  be  defined ;  nor  fhould 
their  privileges  be  invaded,  even 
after  they  have  difcharged  their 
cmbafly,  unlefs  it  fhould  appear 
that  they  intended  to  fink  into  the 
rank  of  common  fubjefts,  by  tak- 
ing up  their  refidencein  this  coun- 
try. As  to  the  punifhmentj  the 
affair,  he  faid,  was  of  a  delicate 
nature,  and  required  fome  time 
for  deliberation  before  judgment 
ihould  be  pronounced.  Of  the 
fame  opinion  was  Lord  Mans- 
field. 


BrcviateofMr.  Burke'j  Bill  for  '  the 
better  Regulation  of,  his  Majejly^ s 
Civil  EJiaLliJhmentf  and  of  certaiit 
public  Offices ;  for  the  Limitation  of 
Fenfons,  and  the  SuppreJJion  of 
fv.ndry  ufelefs,  expenji've,  and  in- 
convenient Places  ;  and  for  apply^ 
ing  the*  Monies  fa-ved  thereby  to 
the  public  Serv't  e.  * 

The  Bill  fets  forth, 
■^  n  A  T  large  aids  having 
^  been  granted  to  his  ma- 
jefty  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  war, 
have  caufed  a  confiderable  in- 
creafe  of  the  public  debt,  and  fub- 
jefted  the  people  of  this  realm 
to  many  burthens  and  inconve- 
nience?. 

Thai  farther  grants  and  bur- 
thens may  be  ftill  neceflary;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  commons  of  the  land 
that  due  care  fhould  be  taken,  by 
a  reduftion  of  unneceffary  charges, 
by  introducing  a  better  order  into 
the  management  of  the  expepces 


of  his  majefty's  civil  eftablifhraent, 
by  rendering  the  public  accounts 
more  eafy,  by  a  farther  fecurity 
for  the  independence  of  parlia- 
ment, and  by  applying  the  mo- 
nies, which  are  not  now  fo  pro- 
perly huibanded,  to  the  public  ier- 
vice  ;  to  afford  all  poffible  relief  to 
the  people  of  this  realm,  thereby 
adding  ftrength  to  his  majefty's 
government. 

And  therefore  enafts. 

That  the  office  of  third  fecretary 
of  ftate,  or  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
the  colonies,  and  the  board  of 
trade  and  plantations,  fliall  be  abo- 
lilhed. 

There  are  claufes. 

Declaring  by  whom  the  da- 
ties  of  fuch  offices  fhall  be  per- 
formed. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 

That  the  conftitution  of  his  ma- 
jefty's court  and  houftiold  being  in 
many  particulars  inconvenient,  and 
having  a  tendency  to  create  ex- 
pence. 

Therefore  the  bill  enacts. 

That  the  offices  of  treafnrer  of 
the  chamber,  the  treafurer  of  the 
houftiold,  and  the  feveral  other 
offices  of  his  majefty's  houftiold 
therein  mentioned,  with  their  de- 
pendencies, ftiall  be  aboliftied» 
There  are  claufes. 

For  transferring  the  jurjfdwSlio-n 
of  the  Green-cloth  to  other  per- 
fons,  and  for  providing .  for  the 
tables  of  his  majefty's  houftiold  by 
contraft — for  aboliftiing  the  offices 
of  the  great  wardrobe,  removing 
wardrobe,  and  other  offices  therein 
mentioned,  with  their  dependen- 
cies— for  aboliftiing  the  board  of 
works,  and  for  appointing  a  fur- 
veyor  or  comptroller  of  his  ma- 
jefty's buildings  and  gardens,  and 
for  providing  for  the  expences  at- 
tending 
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tending  the  fame  by  contrafl— .for 
declaring  that  all  falaries  and 
charges  of  his  majefty's  houfhold 
Ihall  be  paid  at  the  Exchequer — 
that  furniture  and  moveables  of 
his  majefty*s  hou(hoId  ftiail  be 
purchased  by  contratl — for  declar- 
ing that  his  majefty's  ftables  fhall 
be  fupplied  by  contratt — that  the 
offices  of  mafter  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harriers, 
be  abolifhed,  and  the  duty  per- 
formed by  the  fenior  equerry,  and 
to  be  provided  for  by  contrafl — for 
making  regulations  in  the  body  of 
yeomen  of  the  guards,  and  band 
of  gentlemen-penfioners — for  abo- 
Hfliing  the  office  of  paymafter  of 
the  penfions,  direfting  that  all 
penfions  Ihall  hereafter  be  paid  at 
the  Exchequer — for  limiting  the 
fum  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pen- 
fion  lift-!— for  regulating  the  pri- 
vate lifts  of  penfions — to  limit  the 
fum  of  money  to  be  ifTued  for  fe- 
cret  fervice  in  one  year— for  regu- 
lating the  iffuing  of  money  for 
foreign  and  fecret  fervice — for  re- 
gulating the  method  of  iffuing  mo- 
ney for  the  purpofe  of  fpecial  fer- 
vice— for  claffing  the  order  of  pay- 
ments of  his  majelly's  civil  efta- 
blifliment,  and  for  applying  the 
balance  of  fuch  accounts. 
The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  there  having  been  great 
delays  in  paffing  the  accounts  of 
paymafter-general  and  treafurer  of 
the  navy ; 

The  bill  direfts 

The  method  of  ilTuing  the  mo- 
ney for  the  ufe  of  thofe  offices  re- 
fpeftively  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

There  are  claufes, 

Direfting  the  method  and  times 
©f  making  up  their  accounts,  and 


for  compelling  the  payment  of  ba* 
lances. 

The  bill  alfo  fets  forth. 

In  order  that  no  reformation 
made  by  this  aft  ftiould  operate  as 
a  retrofpeftive  penalty,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  fuits  between  the  public 
and  private  perfons : 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts. 

That  commiffioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  his  majefty,  to  call  be- 
fore them  feveral  accountants, 
againft  whom  balances  are  return- 
ed,  in  order  to  examine  and  to  pro- 
ceed in  fuch  manner  as  in  the  bill 
is  mentioned. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 

That  feveral  of  the  chief  offices 
in  the  Exchequer  being  held  for 
life,  and  having  been  granted  as 
an  honourable  provifion  for  the 
perfons  or  families  of  thofe  who 
have  ferved  the  ftate,  and  which 
the  law  of  the  land  hath  infured. 
to  them,  and  that  it  is  equally  ex- 
pedient that  the  crown  ihould  not 
in  future  be  debarred  from  the 
means  of  making  an  honourable 
provifion  for  thofe  who  ferved  the 
ftate. 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  the  board  of  ordnance  Is 
properly  a  military  concern,  and 
at  prefent  attended  with  great  cic- 
pence  to  the  public. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts, 

That  the  civil  branch  of  the  faid 
board  fliall  be  fuppreffed. 
There  are  claufes, 

Diredling  in  what  manner  the 
faid  office  fhall  be  executed,  both. 
for  the  land  and  naval  fervice— 
for  appointing  a  commiffion  di- 
refted  to  certain  commiffioners, 
who  are  to  regulate  all  things  re- 
lative to  the  faid  ordnance,  and 
to  bring  the  fame  to  a  more  per- 

feet 
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fed  conformity  to  military  pur- 
pofes. 

There  are  alfo  claofes 
For  carrying  the  falaHes,  fees, 
and  other  funis  of  money,  faved 
by  virtue  of  this  ad,  to  the  fmk- 
in<r  fund-^to  declare  that  no  office 
fhall  be  created  in  the  nature,  or 
for  the  purpofes  of  thofe  abolifhed 
by  this  ait— for  appointing  com^. 
miflioners  to  hear  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  perfons  aggrieved  by  this 
act;  and  for  giving  perfons,  dif- 
placed  by  this  aft  a  right  to  the 
iucceflion  to  vacant  offices. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafls 
What  fliali  be  the  falary  of  cer- 
tain offices  of  the  Exchequer,  after 
the  lives  of  the  prefent  polTefTors 
and  grantees  in  reverlion. 

The  bill  fcts  forth. 
That  the    conftitution    of   the 
Mint  is  ^xpenlive,   and  that  the 
coinage  ought  to  be  of  none  or  lit- 
tle expence  to  the  nation  j 

Therefore  the  bill  enads. 
That  .the  office  of  the  Mint  Ihall 
be  abolifhed. 

There  are  claufes 
For  paying  falaries  to  the  pre- 
fent officers  of  the  Mint,  who  fhall 
be  removed — that  the  Treafury 
fhall  contraft  with  the  Bank  for 
coinage— that  the  Bank  fhall  un- 
dertake the  remittance  of  all.  mo- 
ney for  the  ufe  of  his  majefty's 
forces  in  foreign  parts,  declaring 
wh^t  perfons  (hail  hereafter  be  dc- 
puty-paymaller  or  army  agents. 


ExtraSi  from  the  Edlds  lately  ptih- 
Uped  by  the  King  of  France,  on 
the  Stthjeci  of  national  Oeconomf, 
quoted  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  Speech 
<m    the    Nccejjjty  of    Reformation 


in  the  Adtniniflration  of  the  publit 
Financei, 

LOUIS,  &c.  Being  wholly  oc- 
cupied in  eftabliihing  order 
and  ceconomy  in  the  expences  of 
our  houlhold,  in  as  great  a  degree 
as  confifls  with  the  dignity  of  our 
crownj  we  have  confidered>  that 
it  will  be  conducive  to  this  end  to 
re-unite  to  us  all  the  offices  of 
our  private  houfhold,  part  of  which 
had  been  alienated  by  the  kings 
our  predeceflbrs,  under  the  titles 
of  cafual  revenues,  and  had  thereby 
become  a  heavy  charge  to  the 
crown ;  as  we  (hall  therefore  be- 
come alone  interefted  in  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  thefe  offices,  we 
ihall  be  more  at  liberty  to  abolifti 
fuch  as  appear  to  be  ufelefs,  to 
determine  the  emolument,  to  con* 
fult  only,  in  thefe  arrangements, 
our  general  views  of  adminillra- 
tion.  We  fhall  refer  to  ourfelves 
to  examine  in  our  julHce  what  dif- 
advantages  may  enfue  to  our  chief 
officers,  and  thofe  of  the  queen, 
our  deareft  wife  and  companion^ 
from  the  deprivation  of  thofe  cafual 
revenues,  which  add  nothing  in 
fplendor  equal  to  their  immenfe 
charge.  We  will  befides  preferve 
to  them  their  various  privileges, 
and  they  always  fhall  be,  as  ihey 
at  prefent  are,  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  perfons  to  whom  they  are 
cntrufted. 

«  For  thefe  caufes,  &c/ 
This  Edift  is  compofed  of  three 
articles. 

ExtraEi  from  the  King's  EdiSi  for 
the  Suppreffon  of  the  Charge  of 
Co?nptroller  general  of  the  King's 
Houjhold,  and  the  Money   Chant' 

ber. 
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ler,  the  Lieutenant  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Furniture  belong- 
ing to  the  Cronvn  ;  the  Office  of 
Comptroller -General  of  the  Sta- 
bles, of  Lieutenant  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Plate,  Houjhold 
AmufementSy  and  Affairs  of  the 
King's  Chamber  ;  and  of  the  t^jjo 
Offices  of  Comptroller-General  of 
the  ^een's  Houjhold',  nuith  the 
EJiabliJhment  of  a  General  Office 
for  the  Expence  of  the  Houjhold. 
Gi'ven  at  Verfailles,  in  the  Month 
tf  January,  1780. 

LOUIS,  &c.  Having  reflefted, 
that,  without  effential  alterations 
in  the  direftion  of  the  expences  of 
our  houfhold,  we  fhould  hardly 
be  able  to  eftabli(h  a  permanent 
improvement  in  the  conducing  of 
them,  we  have  begun  by  reduc- 
ing the  great  number  of  coffers 
''and  treafuries  to  one  only.  We 
have,  by  our  Edift  of  this  day, 
united  all  the  offices  of  our  houf- 
hold with  the  cafual  revenues ; 
and  now,  to  render  the  plan  we 
have  prefcribed  to  ourfelves  more 
complete,  we  have  thought  pro- 
'  per  to  fupprefs  the  offices  of 
Comptroller-general  of  our  houfe- 
hold,  and  of  the  Money  Cham- 
ber; that  of  the  Lieutenant  Comp- 
troller-general of  the  furniture  be- 
longing to  the  crown  ;  the  offices 
of  Lieatenants  and  Comptrollers- 
general  of  our  Stables ;  thofe  of 
Lieutenants  and  Comptrollers-ge- 
neral  of  the  plate,  the  houfhold 
amufements,  and  afFairs  of  our 
chamber ;  the  two  offices  of  Comp- 
trollers-general to  the  queen's 
houfliold,  our  dearefl:  wife  and 
companion;  and  we  will  that  all 
thcfe  opjces  Ihall  be  paid  in  ready 
money  after  their  liquidation.     At 


the  fame  time  we  have  though^ 
proper  to  eftablilh  a  general  office 
for  the  expences  of  our  houlhold^j 
which  fhall  be  compofed   of  tWQ 
Magillrates  taken  from  our  Cham- 
ber of  Accounts,  and  five  Com- 
miffioners-general  which   Ihall  be 
thrown  out  by  this  arrangementi 
and  who,  in  uniting  their  differ- 
ent knowledge,  will  be  very  ca- 
pable   of  conducting,    with  fjpirit 
and    uniformity,   the    whole    ex- 
pences  of   our    houfhold.      This 
office   is   to  be   immediately   em- 
ployed in  a  full   examination   of 
every  part  of  it,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce the  greateft  perfpicuity,  for 
the  purpofe  of  introducing  all  the 
improvements  of  every  kind,  which 
the  bufinefs   is   capable   of;    and 
Ihall    render  an  exaft  account  of 
their  operations  both  to  the  mini* 
iter  of  our  houfhold,  and  that  of 
finances,  for  the  better  introduql 
ing  in  this  eftablilhment  every  al- 
teration which  fhall  be  found  ufe- 
ful,  and  to  the  execution  of  which 
there  yet  remains  every  obftacle; 
that  they  may  thus  be  immediate- 
ly known  and  removed,  and  that 
our  general  adminiflration   being 
thus  drawn  into  one  common  of- 
fice, may  receive  all  the  lights  ne- 
ceflary  for  accomplifhing  the  plan 
we  have  approved.     We  keep  our 
high  and  chief  officers  in  the  ho- 
nourable fituation  of  receiving  oux; 
orders  inimediately  from  us,  tranf- 
mitting  them,  and  watching  that 
they  are  put  into  execution.— But' 
they  being  called  out  on  our  fer- 
vice  in  our  provinces  and  armies, 
and   not  having   time  to  fpare  in 
infpeding    the    particulars    of   fi* 
nance   and  csconomy,    which   re- 
quire continual  afSduity  and  vvatch- 
fulnefs,  we  imagine  they  will  be- 
hold. 
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hold,  without  pain,  this  part  of 
our  adminiflration  feparated  from 
their  noble  offices  near  our  per- 
fon ;  and  we  have  too  much  ex- 
perienced their  zeal  and  attach- 
ment not  to  be  convinced  that 
they  will  eagerly  fecond  the. ge- 
neral plan  for  the  eftablifliment  of 
regularity  in  our  finances,  and  to 


prove  more  and  more  to  our  faith- 
ful fubjefts,  how  much  it  is  our 
defire  to  avoid  having  recourfe  to 
new  taxes,  till  we  iave  eftimat- 
ed  all  the  refources  arifing  from 
this  fyftem  of  order  and  cecono- 
my. 

'  For  thefe  caufes,  &c.* 
This  EdiA  confiAs  of  16  articles. 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extrafts  from  the  Corn-Reglfter  are   takeft ' 
from  Accounts  collefted  from   the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books*  and  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  oj^the  ^atitities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from,  and  im- 
ported intOt  England  and  Scotland,  luith  the  Bounties  and  Dranvbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  reciiAjtd  thereon,  for  ojie  fear  ended  the  ^th  of  ]&.- 


nuary,  1781. 


E     X 


1780. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat     .     -     .'    - 
Wheat  Flour     -     - 
Rye 

Barley     -     -     -      - 

Malt      -      -      -       - 

Oats     -     -     -     -    - 

Oatmeal      -'     - 

Beans 

Peafe      ...     - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  .  -  -  - 
Wheat  Flour 
Barley  and  Bear 
Malt  -  -  -  - 
Oats  -  -  -  - 
Oatmeal  -  -  _ 
Peafe  and  Beans 

Eifcuit     .     -      -     - 


1780. 

ENGLA-ND. 

Wheat     -     -     -  - 

Wlftat  Flour      -  - 

Barley      -     -     -  - 
Oats     -     -     -     - 

Oatmeal      -       -  - 

Beans     _       .       -  - 

Peafe      -      -      -  - 


SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour      -     - 
Oats      -       -      -     - 


Bifcuit     .     -     - 
Vol.  XXIIL 


P     O     R 
Britifh 
Quarters. 


T     E     D. 

Foreign 
Quarters. 


I    M 


63,240 

136,939 

6,305 

32,956 

135,077 

8,904 

916 

12,554 

3.517 


•773 
15,101 

18,706 

2,415 

3'33o    r 

4,696 

1,380 

cwt.     qr.   lb 
12,613:1:23^ 

P     O     R 

Quarters. 


7,067 

93^ 
Nil 
2,407 
Nil 
8,726 

449 
2,357 

3»i3' 


> 


•  Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid, 


£' 


d. 


70,483  13  5|Bo. 


29  17  I  Dri 


1,662 

',378 

.     352 
189,964 

612 

7,406 


873 
4,667 

cwt.    qr.    lb. 
284.  —    17 


TED. 

Duties 
received. 


L     s.     d. 
1,067  O   It 


1 


60  II   cl^ 


75232     3  6iBcii 


th( 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  Englai^d 
and  Wales,  by  tfcie  ftandard  WiricheAer  bulliel,  for  the  year  1789. 


Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

s,      d. 

s.     d. 

s,     d. 

'•   i- 

s.     d. 

4    5f 

2    9| 

'     '\ 

\  7i 

2    9l 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfcft  forts  of  grain  gcneralljj 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follow:,'  viz, 

)Vheat     Rye     Barley     Oats     Beans, 
Perbuflicl,    *6d.  '•     3d.         3d.         3d.      'fid.' 
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SUPPLIES   granted   by  Parliament,   for 
the  Year  1780. 


NAVY. 
December  2,  1779. 

t.  ^I'AH  A  T  85,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
X      fervice,  for  the  year  1780,  including  18,779 
marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
man,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  85,000  men, 
for  13  months,  including  ordnance  for  fea  fervice        4,420,060     6    o 

FeeruarV  24,  1780. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 

to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1780        -        85,381     7     0 

2.  Towards  buildings  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
fhips  of  war  in  his  majefty's  yards,  and  other  extra- 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  arid  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1780  ---;---.    697,903     o    o 

May  18. 
To\Vards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  debt  of 
the  navy  •;—  -^  —  1,500,000    o    o 


7,003,284 
ARMY. 

December  9. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  4,213 
invalids,  amounting  to  35,605  efFeftive  men,  com- 
mifConed  and  non-commiffioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1780  — 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  35,005  eifeflive 
men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's 
forces  in   Great-Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfey,  for 

the  year  1780  -*-  —  —     946,176     3     5 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  ftafF  offi- 
cers in  Great-Britain,  for  the  year  1780       —       —       44,875     8     3 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garri- 
fons in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 

garrifon 
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garrlfon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar  ;  and  for  provifions  ' 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
foundland, Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa, 
for  the  year  1780  _       -^  1,418,059     I     2 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian  re- 
giments of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the   three  battalions  of  the  faid  troops 

at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1780  '• —      56,228  II   li| 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13,472  men  of  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  CafTel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant 

to  treaty,  for  the  year  1780  367,892  19     4 

7.  For  defraying  tlie  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together  with 
the   fubfidy,  purfuant  to   treaty  with   the  hereditary 

Prince  of  HefifeCaflel,  for  the  year  1780  35. 510  ip     9 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of    foot 
of  Waldeck,  in   the  pay  of  Great-Britain,   together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 

Wince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1780  173529   II     9 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 

year  1780  —     94.173   »2    4I 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1447  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great'Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy 

for  the  year  1780  ■  39>7i8  18     i| 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign- 
ing Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  for  the  year  1780         —     16,661     6     4I 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  in  the  pay 

of  Great-Britain,  for  the  year  1780  —     48,801    10     6 

1 3 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo- 
reign troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  purfuant  to 

treaties,  for  the  year  1780  .  27,741    10    o 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mi- 
litia of  the  feveral  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
four  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  NorthBritain,  for 
theyeari78o  — ■  653,926   ,2     o 

15.  Fordefraying  thechargeof  thecloathing  for  the 

embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1780  -     96,183     4     3 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa- 
nies and  additional  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 

^^ritain,  for  the  year  1778  —  — —      8,943  13     8 

[U]  3  17.  For 
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17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  or- 
dered to  be  raifed,  for  the  year  1780  — •  258,206  18    • 

Ap  R  I  L    II. 

1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Fullarton's  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  following,  both 

inclufive,  being  305  days  8,623   17     6 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  one  additional 
troop,  with  a  lieutenant-colonel,  to  Lieut.  Colonel 
Holroyd's  corps  of  light  dragoons,  from  the  25th  day 
of  December,  1779,  to   the   24th  day  of  December 

1780,  both  inclufive,  being  366  days  —  3>*79  12     6 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Major  General 
Rainsford's  regiment  of  foot,  from  the  Z4th  day  of 
February,  1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  fol- 
lowing, both  inclufive,  being  305  days  i^^^zg    9     2 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Humberftone's  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  following,  both 

inclufive,  being  305  days  ■  8,623   '7     ^ 

5.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out  -  pen- 

fioners  of  Chelfea-Hofpital,  for  the  year  1780        —    87,718     o    o 
May  18. 

1.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  additional  com- 
panies   and  additionals  to  the  embodied  militia    in 

South  Britain,  including  cloathing,  for  the  year  1780     11,712     9    6 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  pay  of 
additional  companies  and  additionals  to  the  embodied 

Inllitia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  — —  468  15     8 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  new  levies, 
from    the  commencement    of  their  rerpeftive  eftabr 

lilhments  to  the  24th  day  of  December,   1779  —    30,296  16     8 

May  22. 

1.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 

jefty*s  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1780     -     82,905     2     • 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe- 
veral  private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gcntle- 
men  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  year 

1780  ' 60S    6    6 

May  23. 
Towards   defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  31ft  Jan.  1779,  and  the  ift  Feb,  1780, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  ———2,418.805  18  n| 

^  6,797,506  18  9 


ORDNANCE. 
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ORDNANCE. 
December  15,  1778. 

1 .  For  tlie  charge  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  the 

iand  fervice,  for  the  year  1780       —  —     458,136     9  IX 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  rervicesperformed 
by  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parlianient  in  the  year  1779         —     591,466    oil 


1,049,602  10  10 


MISCELLANEOUS   SERVICES. 

DlCEMBER  20,   I779. 

To  be  paid  to  William  Smith,  Doftor  of  Phyfic, 
in  recompence  forhisconftantand  humaneattendance 
upon  the  fick  and  difftafed  priforiers  in  the  fiiveral 
gaols  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  city  of  Weftminfter, 
and  borough  of  Southwark,  for  near  four  years  laft 
paft;  and  for  repaying  the  faid  William  Smith  the  fe- 
veral  fums  of  money  by  him  expended  in  purchafing 
proper  medicines  for  fttchfick  and  difeafed  prifoners  i;iao    O    O 

DECkWBER    21. 

To  be  advanced  to  the  governof  arid  company 
bfthe  ttierchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  Le- 
vant fea,  to  be  applied  in  affifting  the  faid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  —  —       ib,obo     6    O 

For  the  cxpedces  of  the  new  roads  of  commu- 
nication, and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of 
North -Britain,  in  the  year  I780  —  —         6,997     4    3 

Mai*Ch  7,  1786. 

Towards  enabling   the  Truftecs  of  the   Britifh 
Mufeum  to  carry  on  the  e.tecution  of  the  trufls  re-  . 
pofed  in  them  By  Parliament  —  —         3*500    C^    o 

,      ,  .      _      MJvy   18. 

1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum  iflued  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders  in  purfoance  of  the  addreffes  of  the 

Houfe  —        —  _-       15,700    o    o 

2.  To  replace  the  furti  iffued  by  his  Majefty's  or- 
ders to  Mr;  Dv*ncan  Campbell,  for  the.  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  jtnd  employing  cOnvifts  on 

the  River  Thames  ~:l.  .^  .L-.       14,348     2     9 

Ma^  30. 
t.  To  make  good  tKe  fum  iflued  by  his  Majefty's 
Ordersi  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  ^rfd  benefit  of 
l"undry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have 
fuiFered  on  accoarit  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's government  —  -u  :—      57>9io  tl    0 

JtJNE    I. 

1.  For  defraying  expences  attending  general  fur- 
veys  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  in  North  America, 
for  the  ye«  178©        —  —  -m         1,83a.    5    6 

m  ^  2,  For 
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2.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftablifhments  in  America,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
pcnces  attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1780: 

1.  His  Majefty's  ifland  of  St.  John's      .•3150!. 

2.  His  Majefty's  colony  of  Georgia         2966), 

3.  His  Majefty's  colony  of  Nova  Scotia   4796I, 

4.  His  Majefty's  colony  of  Eaft  Florida    3950I. 

5.  His  Majefty's  colony  ofWert  Florida    3900I. 

— — —  18^662     o 

3.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting  the 
Britilh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 

for  the  year  1780  —  — r  — •         13,000     o 

4.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet 

Houfe,  for  1780  -—•  • —  —         25,000    o 


168,149  19     9 


LOANS    DISCHARGED. 

April  4,  1780. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  th?  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aii,  paft'ed  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  acl  for  ena- 
bling his'Majefly  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,"  and 
<;harged  on  the  iirft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feflion 

of  parliament  -__  —  — .    i,ooo,oco     o     o 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue, of  an  ad,  paffed  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for  raifing 
a  certain  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervive  of  the  year  1779."  and  charged 
on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  fcffion  of  par- 
liament --  ___  — .  —    1,500,000     o     o 

3.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paffed  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  *?  An  aft  for 
raifing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exche- 
quer bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779"  —    1,900,000     o     o 

4.  For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of 

the  lottery  of  the  year  1779  — -  —       490,000     o     o 


po.ooo     o 


DEFICIENCIES. 

MAY.23. 
1.  To  replace  to  the  finking,  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,- to  make  good  the  d-eficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eftabliflied  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
31ft  year  of  his  late.Majefty,  toward  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1758  —  —       >7-,372-i8     pf 

2.  To 
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2.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
pn  the  5th  July,  1779.  of  the  fund  eftablilhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  ,a£l  ;ma4e  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  prefer. t  Majelly,  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1773  ,yr-  — r-     332,856     4     5I 

3.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  ouc  of  the  fame,  to  mak2  good  the  deficiency 
on  'the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eiUblifliei  for 
paying  annuities,  gr:iiited  by  an  act  made  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  prefent  Majeliyj  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1778  '     '  167,036    14    l| 

4.  To  make  good   the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the,yeap  1779  ■  300,687     o     7 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax       —     250,000     o     o 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax      —    200,000    o     o 

1,287,952     17    lli 

Total  of  fupp!iea  -—  — ^ —     21,196,496  12   g~ 

Ways  and  Means Jor  raifini  the  abo-je  Supplies,  granted  to  his  Majejiy, 
for  thi  Service  of  the  Tear  1780. 
December  4.   1779. 

1.  That   the  fum  of  tour  fliillings  in  the   pound, 

and  no  more,  hi  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  ' 

from   the    twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufan4 

feven    hundred    and  eighty,   upon   lands,   tenements, 

hereditaments,  penfions,  ofiices,  and  perfonal  eftates,  » 

in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales, 

and   the  town  of  Ber^vick   upon  Tweed  :  and  that  a 

proportionable  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of 

the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great    . 

Britain  called  Scotland  '  ■  . .    ..'   ■        2,000,000    C    O 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  acl  of  parliament  of  the  nine- 
teetith  year  of  his  prefeqt  Majefty's  reign,  have  con- 
tinuance to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  be  further  continued, 
and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  fliall  be  made, 
and  all  mum  which  (hall  he  made  or  imported,  and 
all  cyder  and  perry  which  fh-^Il  be  made  for  fale, 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
twenty- third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 

one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one  —     705,000     O     o 

March  7,   1780. 
That  towards   raifing  the    fupply  granted    to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions  be  raifed  by  an- 
nuities. 
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nuities,  and  the  further  fum  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing ;  that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum 
of  twelve  millions  Ihall,  for  every  one  hundred  pounds 
<ft)ntributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of 
four  pounds,  to  continue  for  a  certain  ternl  of  feven. 
years  and  one  quarter,  to  commence  from  the  Efth 
d&y  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  Hundred  and 
eighty,  fubjeft  to  redemption  by  parliament  after  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  term,  and  not  footier ;  and 
z\fo  be  entitled,  in  refpeft  of  every  fuch  one  hun-  ^ 

dred  pounds  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of 
one  pound  fixteen  fliillings  and  three-pence,  to  cort- 
tinue  for  a  certain  term  of  eighty  years,  from  the 
faid  fifth  day  of  January^  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  and  then  to  ceafe  :  the  faid  annuity 
of  four  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank  of  England* 
for  one  quarter  of  a  year  from  the  faid  fifth  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  t8 
the  fifth  day  of  April  following,  and  from  that  time - 
fliali  bie  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock  with^ 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  pet 
centum  per  annum,  which  were  eftablifhed  by  an  aft  of 
the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefly,  and  from  thenceforth  fhall  be  paid  and  payable 
at  the  Bank  of  England^  on  the  loih  day  of  06ld- 
ber,  and  the  fifth  day  of  Aprilj  in  tstry  year  :  and 
the  faid  annuity  of  one  pound  fixteen  fhiilihgs  and 
three-pence  per  centum^  to  be  payable  in  refpeft  of 
every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid,  fhall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock 
with,  certain  annuities  payable  at  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, which  were  granted  for  ninety-nine  and  ninety- 
eight  years,  and  were  confolidated  atrd  made  onef 
joint  flock  by  an  aft  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  bf 
his  faid  prefent  Majefty,  and  fhall  be  paid  and  pay- 
able half  yearly  at  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  July,  and  the  fifth  day  of  January,  in  every 
year : 

That  the  faid  annuitic,  fo  to  be  payable  oft  the 
faid  twelve  tni'lions,  fhall  be  charged,  and  chargeable 
upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to  be  eftablifhed  in 
this  fefTion  of  parliament  for  payment  thereof,  and 
for  which  the  finking  fand  fhall  bfe  a  collateral  fecu- 

That  every  contributor  towards  <-aifing  tne  faid 
fum  of  twelve  millions  fliall,  for  every  one  thonfind 


founds 
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iBotinds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets,  in  a 
lottery  to  confift  of  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets,- 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  ten 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  diltributed  into  prizes^ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be  paid  in 
money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch  proprietors, 
upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  firfl:  day  of  March^ 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  as  cer- 
tificates can  be  prepared,  without  any  dedudlion 
^hatfoever : 

That  every  contributor  ftiall,  on  or  before  the 
eleventh  day  of  this  inftant  March,  make  a  depofit  of 
fifteen  pounds  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe 
fhall  chufe  to  fubfcribe  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum 
of  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  calhier  or  cafhiers  * 

of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England  j 
and  alio,  a  depolit  of  fifteen  pounds  per  centum  with 
the  faid  caihier  or  caftiiers,  in  part  of  the  monies  to 
be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
as  a  fecurjty  for  making  the  future  payments  re* 
fpeflively,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter 
limited;  that  is  to  fay. 

On  j^.  1 2,ooo,oco  to  be  ralfed  by  annuitie?* 

X-  \o  psr  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  April  nexf, 

jC'  io  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26lh  day  of  May  next, 

j^.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  June  next, 

j(\  lo per  centum  on  or  before  the  28ch  day  of  July  next. 

£,.  15  per  centum  on  or  before  the  agtb  day  of  Auguil  next. 

j^.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  September  next. 

£.  \o  per  centum  on  or  before  the  24ih  day  of  Oi^ober  next. 

j^.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  November  next. 
On  the  lottery  for  £.  480,000. 

j^.  \o  per  centum  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  May  next. 

j^.  25  per  centum  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  July  next. 

j^.  20  per  centum  on  or  before  the  1 2ch  day  of  September  next, 

j^.  20  per  centum  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of  Odober  next. 
I'hat  all  the  monies  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafhier  or  caftiiers  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England  Ihall  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to 
time  to  fuch  fervices  as  Ihall  then  have  been  voted  b^ 
this  Houfe  in  this  feffion  of  parliament : 

That  every  contributor  who  ftali  pay  in  the  whole 
©f  his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  fum  of 

.    twe've 
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twelve  millions,  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as 
aforefaid,  at  any  time  before  the  twenty-third  day 
of  Oftober  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fhare  in 
the  faid  lottery,  on  or  before  the  eleventh  day  of 
September  next,  fhall  be  allowed  an  intereft  by  way 
of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  ^^r  Cen- 
tum per  Annumy  on  the  fum  fo  compleating  his  or 
her  contribution  refpeftively,  to  be  computed  from 
the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum 
to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  tenth 
day  of  Oftober  next,  in  refpedt  of  the  fum  to  be  , 

paid  on  account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all 
fuch  perfons  as  Ihall  make  their  full  payments  on 
the  faid  lottery  fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out,  -r-  12,480,000    o    o 

Aprii-  13. 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  i/Tued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-feven  pounds,  eighteen  Ihillings,  and  one  far- 
thing, remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1780,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furpluffes,  excefles,  or  overplus  monies,  and 
other  revenues,  compofing  the  fund  commonly  called 

the  finking  fund  —  —  —      650,457    18     Or 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
Jiis  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  25,560 
pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  of  the  deduftion  of  fix- 
pence  in  the  pound  out  of  all  monies  paid  upon  all 
falaries,  penfions  and  annuities,  and  other  payments 

from  the  crown  ,^-.  —  r—       25,560  •  o     q 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou- 
sand feven  hundred  fixty-one  pounds  thirteen  fliil-  ' 
lings  and  four-pence  half-penny,  remaining  \n  the 

receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  fubject  to 
the  difpofition  of  parliament,  exclufive  of  the  furplus 
monies  then  remaining  of  the  finking  fund  — .  3^761   13     4I 

May  18. 
,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  feflion  of  parliament  j  fucli  Excheo^uer  bills,  if 

not 
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not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  to  be  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment,  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 
payment  —  —  —  1,500,000    o    o 

June  i, 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefly,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of  one 
million  eight  hundred  forty-nine  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  pounds,  one  ftiilling,  and  ele-  ^ 
ven  pence  three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
have  arifen,  or  (hall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furpluffes, 
excefles,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues 
compofing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking 

fund  —  —  —  —         1,849,542     1  n| 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by  loans  or  Ex- 
chequer bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament  ;  and  fuch 
Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged  with  intereft  there- 
upon on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  be  exchanged 
and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Ex- 
chequer bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  —  —  —  1,900,000    o    o 

3.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fourteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  five  pounds,  eighteen  fhillings, 
and  fix-pence,  being  the  amount  of  feveral  fums 
arifing  from  ftoppages  for  provifions  for  the  detach- 
ment of  artillery  ferving  in  North  America,  be  ap- 
plied towards  making  good  the"  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in-  . 
curred  between  the  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the 
firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament    —        14,405    18     6 

4.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds,  feven  fhillings, 
and  four-pence,  out  of  the  monies  or  favings  re- 
maining of  the  grant  in  this  feflion  of  parliament, 
fof  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  ordered  to  be  raifed 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty^ 
be  applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  bis  majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices, incurred  between  the  thirty-firft  day  of  Ja- 

fidary. 
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nuary,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  —  —  --.        20,717     7     4- 

5.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds,  {even  ihillings,  and  four-pence,  arifing 
from  the  favings  of  the  fums  voted  by  parliament  for 
the  penfions  of  Widows  of  officers  of  the  army,  in 
the  years  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
five,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty-feven, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty- eight,  and 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty-nine,  be 
applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
liis  majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
fcrvices  incurred,  between  the  thirty-firll  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  —  —  — ,      113,998     7     4 

6,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  out  of  the  favings  (occafioned  by  death 
and  promotions)  of  the  half  pay  of  reduced  officers 
of  the  army,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-feven,  to  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  to- 
wards defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of  his 
majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred 
between  the  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  firft 
day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  — -        lo,Goo     ©     e 

7.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  forty-eight  thou- 
fand three  hundred  pounds,  being  the  amount  of  the 
fums  ordered  to  be  referved  in  the  hands  of  the 
Paymafter-general  of  his  majefty's  forces,  out  of 
the  monies  voted  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  augmenta- 
tion to  fundry  regiments  of  foot  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  purfuant; 
to  his  majefty's  warrant  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  ancVeichty,  authorizing 
fuch  dedi  ftion?,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  towards  defraying 
the   cxiraofdinctry   expences   of  his  majefty's    land 

forces. 
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forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred  between  the 
thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hun-  i 

dred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  —  —       48,300    o     O 

8.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majelly,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  ten  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fix  pounds,  five  fhillings, 
and  two-pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer  of  the  fum  granted  out  of  the  fup^ 
plies  for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty,  towards  making  good  the  deficiency  of  the 
grants  for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  being  part  of  the  fom  provided  for 
paying  the  arrears  of  the  marine  regiments  that  were 
difbanded  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and  forty-eight  —  — _  — .        10,506     5     2J 

9.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  raajefty,  .there  be  applied  the  fum  of  five  thou- 
fand pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche- 
quer, which,  by  an  aft  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majef^y,  was  granted  for  building  a 

iiSzaret  —  —  ^— -  5,000    o    o 

ic.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  after  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  " 

oa  or  before  the  fifth  dr.y  of  April,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  of  the  produce  of 
the  duties  charged  by  two  ads  made  in  the  £fth  and 
fourteenth  years  of  his  prefent  majefty's  reign  upon 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  Gum  Senega 
and  Gum  Arabic,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
(he  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty 

TgtaJ  of  ways  and  means  -^  —  21,382,249  n     9,\ 


;^cefs  of  ways  and  means  -?-  —  185,752   18   \\\ 

N-ote,  An-'ote  cf  credit  of  cue  million  tvas  alp  granted 

this /e£jun,  and  is  charged  en  the  rext  aids.  % 

The  addition?.!  pubhc  debt  funded  and  provided  * 

for  this  year,  amounts  to  twelve  milJi6ns;  the  in- 
tcfell  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  per  ann.  is  —  480,000     o     o 

The  annuity  for  eighty   vearr,  of  il.   16 s.   3d. 
per  cent,  per  ann.  -_-  —  >«.  216,150    o     o 

In  all  per  ann,  —  ,        — .  ..^  696,15c     o     o 

'1  his 
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This  fum  (by  afts  paffed  in  purfuance  of  diiferent 
refolutions)  is  propofed  to  be  raifed  in  the  following 
manner :  ,  ,    .  .        . 

Additional  duty  on  malt  of  6d.  pet-  bufhel  —  3io,ooo  ^  6  ydi 

Ditto,  on  low  wines  of  id.  per  gallon       —       —     20,617     d    o 
Do.  on  fpirit^  of  3d.  per  Ditto  —  —     34»557     o     o 

Do.  on  brandy  of  I  s.  per -Do.     —  —     35,310     o     o 

Do.  on  rum  of  is.  per  Do.  —  -—    70,958    o     o 

Do.  on  foreign  wines  of  4I.  per  ton  on  Portu- 
gal wines,  and  of  ^1.  per  ton  on  French  wines  .^'    72,000     o     o 

A  duty  on  coals  exported  of  4s.  per  Newcaftle 
chaldron  — .^  —  —      •  — — i£y899     o     o 

Additional  duty  of  5  1.  per  cent,  on  the  above    ^^  • 

duties  —  —  —         .vi     ii--  465I93     0.0 

Additional  duty  of  I  s.  led.  per  bufliel  on  fait   *«*^'  69,000     o.   o 
Do.  on  advertifements  of  6d.  each  - "     Ti-a-t '.  .^,000     o     o 

A  ftamp  duty  on  the  receipt  for  any  legacy,  or 
for  any  fhare  of  a  perfonal  eftate  divided  under  the 
ftatute  of  diftributions,  or  the  cuftom  of  any  pro- 
vince or  place  of  2  s.  6  d.  if  the  value  (hall  not  ex- 
ceed 20 1.  and  of  5  s.  if  above  20 1.  and  not 
amounting  to  lool.  and  of  20s.  if  100 1,  or  up- 
wards —  —  —,  — -       12,000    O    6 

On  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  for  a 
licence  5  s.  annually         .        —  — -  —         9,000    o    o 

In  all  —.      ,         — .  —  —     701,53^    o    b 

Excefs  of  taxes  •«.    .  —  —         5*384    o    o 
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Fits  Vlajefiy*s  moft  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Thurf- 
day  the  z^tb  of  November,  1 779. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  MEET  you  in  parliament 
at  a  time  when  we  are  called 
upon  by  every  principle  of  duty, 
and  every  confideration  of  intereft, 
to  exert  our  united  efforts  in  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  our  coun- 
try, attacked  by  an  unjuft  and 
unprovoked  war,  and  contending 
with  one  of  the  moft  dangerous 
confederacies  that  ever  was  form- 
«d  ag^inft  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  defigns  and  attempts  of 
our  enemies  to  invade  this  king- 
dom, have,  by  the  bleffing  of 
providence,  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated  and  difappointed.  They 
liill  menace  us  with  great  arma- 
ments and  preparations ;  but  v/e 
are,  I  truft,  on  our  part,  well 
prepared  to  meet  every  attack  and 
repel  every  infult.  I  know  the 
character  of  my  brave  people :  the 
menaces  of  their  enemies,  and  the 
approach  of  danger,  have  no  other 
effeft  on  their  minds,  but  to  ani- 
mate their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
has  fo  often  checked,  and  defeat- 
ed, the  projefts  of  ambition  and 
injuftice,  and  enabled  the  Britilh 
Vol.  XXIII. 


fleets  and  armies  to  proteft  their 
own  country,  to  vindicate  their 
own  rights,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  uphold,  and  preferve,  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe,  from  the  reftlefs 
and  encroaching  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  my  care  and 
folicittide  for  the  fafery  and  wel- 
fare of  this  country,  I  have  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  ftate  of  my 
loyal  and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. I  have,  in  confequence  of 
your  addreffes,  prefented  to  ilie  in 
the  laft  feflion,  ordered  fuch  pa- 
pers to  be  collefted  and  laid  before 
you,  as  may  affift  your  delibera- 
tions, on  this  important  bufinefs  ; 
and  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  con- 
fider  what  further  benefits  and  ad-' 
vantages  may  be  extended  to  that 
kingdom,  by  fuch  regulations,  and 
fuch  methods,  as  may,  moft  ef- 
feftually,  promote  the  common 
ftrength,  wealth,  and  interefts  of 
all  my  dominions. 

Gentlemen    of  the    Houfe  of 
Commons, 

The  proper  eftimates  fhall,  in 
due  time,  be  laid  before  you.  I 
fee,  with  extreme  concern,  that 
the  neceflary  eftablilhments  of  my 
naval  and  military  forces,  and  the 
various  fervices  and  operations  of 
the  enfuing  year,  muft  inevitably 
be  attended  with  greaj  and  heavy 

[X]  ■  expences . 
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expences ;  but  I  rely  on  your  wif- 
dom  and  public  fpirit  for  fuch 
fupplies,  as  the  circumftances  and 
exigencies  of  our  affairs  fliall  be 
found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have  great  fatisfaftion  in  re- 
newing the  aflurances  of  my  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  good  con- 
duft  and  difcipline  of  the  militia, 
and  of  their  lleady  perfeverance  in 
their  duty ;  and  I  return  my  cor- 
dial thvlnks  to  all  ranks  of  my 
loyal  fuhjefts  who  have  flood 
forth  in  this  arduous  conjunfture, 
and  by  their  zeal,  their  influence, 
and  their  perfonal  fervice,  have 
given  conudence  as  well  as  ftrength 
to  the  national  defence.  Trufting 
in  the  Divine  Providence,  and  in 
the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  I  am  firm- 
ly refolved  to  profecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  to  make  every 
exertion,  in  order  jto  compel  our 
enemies  to  liften  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda- 
tion. 

^he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
"  ritual  and  'Temporal,  in   Parlia- 
ment ajfembkd. 


Moft  Gracious  Sover'eign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in'    attention  to  the  ftate  of  your  loyal 
parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to     and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland. 


will  continue  to  animate  our  refo- 
lutions,  and  redouble  our  efforts 
in  the  national  defence.  We 
truft,  that  thcfe  efforts,  feconded 
by  the  zeal  of  a  faithful  and  loyal 
people,  will,  under  the  Providence 
of  God,  be  fully  fufficient  to  re« 
pel  every  attack,  to  fruftrate  the 
hopes,  and  defeat  the  defigns,  of 
any  confederacy  that  may  be  form- 
ed againft  your  majefty's  crown 
and  dominions. 

In  fuch  a  crifis,  the  approach  of 
danger  can  ferve  only  to  call  forth 
that  national  fpirit,  which  always 
rifes  with  the  occafion  that  de- 
mands it,  but  never  difplayed  it- 
felfin  a  more  important  Conjunc-i 
ture,  though  it  has  fo  often  pro- 
tefted  the  liberties  Of  thefe  king- 
doms, and  of  Europe  in  general, 
and  has  enabled  the  Britifh  fleets 
and  armies  to  withftand,  and  de- 
feat, the  defigns  of  that  reftlefs  and 
afpiring  ambition,  which  has  fo 
frequently  difturbed  the  peace  and 
invaded  the  rights  of  mankind. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your 
majefty's  paternal  goodnefs,  which 
does  not  confine  itfelf  to  one  part 
of  your  dominions,  but  is  anxious 
for  the  profper.ity  of  the  whole, 
and,  in  the  midft  of  your  c^re  and 
folicitude  for  the  fafety  and  wel- 
fare of  this  country,  has  led  your 


'return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moll  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  juft  fenfe  we  have  of  the 
bleffings  under  your  majefty's  gc- 
vernment,  and  the  indignation  wc 
feel  at  the  unprovoked  and  un- 
warrantable aggreflion  of  our  ene- 


Guided  by  the  fame  fentiments 
which  prompted  the  humble  ad- 
drefs we  prefeated  to  your  majefty 
the  laft  feffion,  we  will  continue 
our  attention  to  thofe  important 
objedls  your  majefty's  wifdom  re- 
commends, and  after  deliberately 
weighing  the  whole,  will  confider. 


mics,  who  feek  to  deprive  us  of    what  further  benefits  may  be  ex 

thofe  bleffings,  and  threaten  your     tended  to  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 

majefty's  kingdoms  with  inv&fion,    regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 
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way  moft  efFeftually  promote  the 
common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  majefty's  domi- 
nions. 

Your  majefty's  approbation  of 
the  good  condufl  and  difcipline  of 
the  militia,  and  of  their  fteady 
perfeverance  in  their  duty,  and 
the  fatisfaflion  your  majefty  ex- 
preffes  in  the  condufl  of  your 
loyal  fubjefls  of  all  ranks,  who 
have  Hood  forth  in  this  arduous 
conjuncture,  mud  redouble  that 
zeal,-  extend  that  influence,  and 
increafe  thofe  perfonal  exertions, 
which  have  given  confidence  as 
well  as  ftrength  to  the  national  de- 
fence. 

We  fee,  with  great  fatisfaftion, 
that  your  majefty,  trufting  in  the 
Divine  Providence,  and  in  the  juf- 
tice  of  your  caufe,  is  firmly  re- 
folvcd  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour,  and  to  make  every  exer- 
tion, in  order  to  compel  our  ene- 
mies to  liften  to  equitable  terms  of 
peace  and  accommodation.  Such 
fpirited  and  vigorous  meafures 
muft  be  conducive  to  fo  defirable 
an  end  ;  and  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  affure  your  majefty,  that  they 
will  meet  with  our  moft  hearty 
concurrence  and  firmeft  fupport. 

His  Majejiy^s  moft  gracious  Anftwer, 

M7  Lords, 
I  THANK  you  for  this  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs.  The  fpirit 
and  refolution  with  which  you 
ftand  forth  in  the  national  defence, 
and  the  fupport  you  promifeto  the 
vigorous  meafures  1  am  deter- 
mined to  purfue,  muft  tend  to 
reftore,  upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms,  that  general  tranquility, 
which  I  have  evier  endeavoured  to 
maintain  ;  and  your  attention  to 
thofe  important  objeds  I  have  re- 


commended to  you,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  increafe  ^he  general  profpe- 
rity  of  all  my  fubjeds,  which  )S 
my  conftant  and  invariable  aim. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty's  moft  du- . 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 
the  Commons  of  Gieat  Britain  in 
parliament  aflembled,  beg  leavfc 
to  return  your  majefty  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  are  truly  fenfible  that,  in 
the  prefent  arduous  fituation  of 
affairs,  we  are  called  upon  by 
every  principle  and  every  fenti- 
ment  of  duty  to  your  majefty,  and 
to  thofe  we  reprefent,  to  exert  and  ^ 
to  unite  our  utmoft  efforts  in  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  our  coun- 
try againft  a  moft  unjuft  war,  and 
one  of  the  moft  dangerous  confe- 
deracies that  was  ever  formed 
againft  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  fee  and  revere  the  goodnefs 
of  Divine  Providence,  in  frultrat- 
ing  and  difappointing  the  defigns 
of  our  enemies  to  invade  this  king- 
dom :  and  whenever  they  attempt.  • 
to  carry  their  menaces  into  exe- 
cution, we  truft  that  their "attacka 
will  be  repelled,  and  their  enter- 
prize  defeated,  by  the  bleffing  of 
the  fame  Providence  on  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  your  majeftj^'s 
fleets  and  armjes  ;  and  that  your 
majefty's  gracious  and  endearing 
declaration  of  your  confidence  in 
the  charadler  and  courage  of  your 
people  will  be  juftified,  by  the 
moft  convincing  proofs,  that  they 
are  ftill  animated  by  the  fame  ar- 

[-<Y]  2  dour. 
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dour,  and  the  fame  fpirit,  that 
have  in  former  times  carried  this 
nation  through  fo  many  difficul- 
ties and  dangers,  and  have  fo  of- 
ten enabled  their  anceftors  to  pro- 
teft  their  country  and  all  its  do- 
minions, and  to  fave  not  only 
their  own  rights,  but  the  liberties 
of  other  free  ftates,  from  the  reft- 
]efs  ambition  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  acknowledge,  with  thank- 
fulnefs,  your  niajefty's  goodnefs 
and  attention  to  the  addrels  of  this 
Houfe,  refpefting  ycur  loyal  and 
faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in 
being  pleafed  to  order  fuch  papers 
to  be  communicated  to  this  Houfe, 
as  may  affift  our  deliberations  on 
this  important  bufinefs :  and  we 
beg  leave  to  affure  your  majefty, 
that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  into 
our  confideration  what  further  be- 
nefits and  advantages  may  be  ex- 
tended, to  that  kingdom  by  fuch 
regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 
may  inoll  eiFeftually  promote  the 
common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  dominions. 

Permit  us.  Sir,  to  return  our 
humble  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for 
the  gracious  manner  in  which 
your  majefty  renews  and  confirms 
youi*  entire  approbation  of  the 
good  conducl  and  Heady  difcipline 
of  the  national  militia ;  and  to 
affure  your  majclty  that  we  con- 
cur moft  fincerely  with  your  ma- 
jefty, in,  acknowledging  and  ap- 
plauding the  meritorious  zeal  and 
ferviccs  of  thofe  loyal  fubjeds  who 
flood  forth  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  who  have  added  confidence, 
as  well  as  ftrength,  jto  the  national 
defence. 

Your  majefty's  faithful  commons 
receive  with  gratitude,  and  take  a 
lincere  part  in,  your  majefty'*  pa- 


ternal expreffions  of  concern,  that 
the  various  and  extenfive  fervices 
and  operation's  of  the  enfuing  year 
muft  unavoidably  be  attended  with 
great  and  hfavy  expences  :  yet, 
when  it  is  confidered  how  much 
the  commerce,  the  profperity,  and 
the  fafety,  of  Great  Britain  de- 
pend on  the  ifTue  of  this  ccnteft, 
we  doubt  not  that  fuch  powerful 
confiderations  and  motives  will  in- 
duce all  your  majefty's  fubjedls  to 
fuftain,  with  chearfulnefs  and  mag- 
nanimity, whatever  burthens  ftiail 
be  found  neceffary,  for  raifing  fuch 
fupplies  as  may  enable  your  ma- 
jefty to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
gour and  eft€&,  and  to  make  every 
exertion,  in  order  to  compel  your 
enemies  to  liften  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda- 
tion. 


Addrefs  of  the,  Archltjhop^  BiJhopSy 
and  Clergy  of  the  Province  0/ 
Canterbury,  in  Con-vocation;  af- 
fembled,  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
on  the  11  th  of  November,  1780. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty's  moft  duti- 
ful and  loyal  fubjefls,  the 
archbiftiop,  biftiops,  and  clergy  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  in 
convocation  afl'embled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and 
with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude 
for  the  protc(5lion  we  continue  to 
enjoy  under  your  rp.sjefty's  reign, 
to  ofter  our  unfeigned  congratula- 
tions on  the  further  fecurity  of 
your  majefty's  illuftrious  Houfe,  by 
the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  on 
the  happy  recovery  of  our  gracious 
queen,  the  fiatronefs  df  religion 
and  virtue. 

We  are,  on  this  occafion,  parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  obliged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  late  inftance  of  your 
majefty's  attention  to  the  interefls 
of  Chriftianity,  in  your  royal  mu- 
nificence to  the  pious  defigns  of 
the  fociety  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  erefted 
by  a  charter  from  your  glorious 
predecefTor,  King  William,  and 
now  reftored  to  its  former  adivity, 
by  the  liberal  contributions  of 
your  fubjcfts,  encouraged  by  your 
majefty's  example. 

iVmidft  all  the  protection  and 
favour  we  derive  from  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  majefty's  heart,  we 
lament  the  necefiity  of  confefting, 
that  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  times 
continues  to  counteraft  your  pa- 
ternal care  for  the  ftate  of  national 
religion.  Bad  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times  ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wickednefs  of  the  age 
hath  of  late  been  direflly  pointed 
at  the  fences  of  piety  and  virtue, 
eftablifhed  by  God  himfelf,  and 
apparently  fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  the  invitations  of  men  tO' 
defert  the  religious  duties  of  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
beft,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magiftrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  ftate,  by  fup- 
preffing  on  the  Lord's  day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofition  of  the  minifters  of 
religion  is  impraflicable.  We  hum- 
bly afl'ure  your  majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertion  of  our's  can  reach, 
we  fhall  not  fail  to  admonifti  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  exam- 
ple. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your 
piajefty,  that  Popery  is  lefs  preva-^ 


lent  than  it  has  been  in  this  part 
of  your  dominions.  We  are  too 
zealoufly  attached  to  Proteftantifm 
not  tp  oppofe  the  errors  of  the. 
Church  of  Rome,  as  well  In  con- 
troverCal  attacks,  as  in'  the  more 
fuccefsful  way  of  teaching  the  doc- 
trines of  our  Apoftolical  Church  ; 
adhering,  at  the  fame  time,  inva- 
riably to  the  principles  of  the  re- 
formation, which  direct  us  to  op- 
pofe error  of  every  i?ind,  by  argu- 
ment and  perfuafion,  and  to  dif- 
avow  all  violence  iu  the  caufe  of 
religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  ma- 
jefty to  be  involved  in  a  war,  juft, 
indeed,  and  neceflary,  but  in  its 
own  nature  produdive  of  much  ca- 
lamity, blefs  your  majefty's  efforts  , 
with  decifive  fuccefs ! 

It  becomes  as,  as  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
victory  which  has  a  tendency  to 
the  bleflings  of  peace  ;  and  when- 
ever it  Iball  pleafe  his  infinite 
wifdom  to  reftore  them  to  this  na- 
tion, we  fhall  further  befeech  him 
to  grant  to  your  majefty  the  full 
enjoyment  of  thofe  blcfEngs  for 
many  years,  in  the  prolperity  and 
unanimous  loyalty  of  your  fub- 
jeds. 

To  which  Addrefs  his  Majefty  was 

pleafed  to  return   the  following 

nioft  gracious  Anfwer: 
■  Sk 

I  THANK  you- fof  your  con- 
gratulations on  the  increafe  of  my 
family,  and  the  hapgy  recovery  of 
the  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal 
you  exprefs  for  the  interefts  of  cxur 
holy  religion  ;  and  I  fliall  conti- 
nue to  make  it  my  conftant  en- 
deavour to  fupport  them  upon  the 
[X]  3  principles 
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principles     of    the    reformation,    divided   at    half  paft    one,  when 
a^ainft  the  encroachments  of  licen-     there  appeared 


tioufnefs  or  fuperftition* 

Trufting  to  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  the  continuance 
of  the  bleffings  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reftore  to  my 
people  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


PROTEST  OF  THE  LORDS. 

Die  Martis,  Feb.  ^ve. 

Moved, 

THAT  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, confiding  of  mem- 
bers of  both  Houfes,  pofl'eiling  nei- 
ther employmen|.  nor  penfion,  to 
examine  without  delay  into  the 
public  expenditure,  and  the  mode 
of  accounting  for  the  fame ;  more 
particularly  into  the  manner  of 
making  all  contrafts,  and  at  the 
farhe  time  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  what  favings  can  be  made  con- 
fiftent  with  public  dignity,  juftice, 

and  gratitude,  by  an  abolition  of   luxury,   but  of  convenience   and 
old  or  new  created  offices,  the  du-    even  of  neceiTary  ufe;  and  let  him 


For  the  motion  55.  Againft 
it  101,  including  proxies. 

Majority  againft  the  motion  46. 

Dissentient, 

I'ft.  Becaufe,  however  the  wafte 
of  public  money,  and  the  profu- 
fion  of  ufelefs  falaries,  may  have 
been  heretofore  overlooked  in  the 
days  of  wealth  and  profperity,  the 
neceflities  of  the  prefent  time  can 
no  longer  endure  the  fame  (y^tm 
of  corruption  and  prodigality. 

The  fcarcity  of  money,  the  di- 
minifhed  value  of  land,  the  finking 
of  rents,  with  the  decline  of  trade, 
are  melancholy  proofs  that  we  are 
almoft  arrived  at  the  end  of  taxa- 
tion, and  yet  the  demands  are  an- 
nually increafed,  while  the  hopes 
of  peace  are  every  year  put  to  a- 
greater  diftance. 

For  let  any  man  confider  the 
immenfe  debt  increafing  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  payment,  with 
the  prefent  accumulation  of  taxes 
upon    every  article,    not   only  of 


ties  of  which  have  either  ceafcd, 
or  (hall  on  enquiry  prove  inade- 
quate to  the  fees  or  other  emolu- 
ments arifing  therefrom,  or  by  the 
reduftion  of  fuchfalariesor  other  al- 
lowances and  profits  as  may  appear 
to  be  unreafonable  ;  that  the  fame 
may  be  applied  to  lefTen  the  pre- 
fent ruinous  expenditure,  and  to 
enable  us  to  carry  on  the  prefent 
war  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  that  decifion  and  vigour 
which  can  alohe  refult  from  na- 
tional zeal,  confidence,  and  una- 
ainiity. 


carry  his  thoughts  forward  to  thofe 
additional  duties  which  muft  im- 
mediately be  impofed  to  make  good 
the  intereft  of  the  approaching 
loan,  and  of  that  debt  which  will 
remain  unfunded,  he  will  find 
that  at  leaft  one  million  and  a 
half  of  intereft  muft  be  provided 
for,  befides  what  may  be  further 
necefTary  to  make  good  the  defi- 
ciences  of  the  late  taxes. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
favings  of  a  ftrift  and  vigilant  (Eco- 
nomy in  every  branch,  and  the  ap- 
plication   of  overgrown    falaries. 


-  After  a  long  debate,  the  Houfe    unmerited  penfions,   and    ufelefs 

places 
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places,  to  the  public  fervice,  are 
almoft  the  only  refource  left  in  the 
exhauftedftate  of  our  finances.  But 
befides  this  ftrong  argument  of  ne- 
ceffiry  that  prefles  upon  the  prefent 
moment,  fuch  and  fo  great  are 
the  ab'jfes  in  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  money 
as  would  call  for  the  llrifteft  en- 
quiry and  animadverfion  even  in 
the  beft  of  times.  The  pradlice  of 
expending  imm^nfe  fums  without 
confent  of  parliament,  under  the 
fallacious  head  of  contingencies 
and  extraordinaries,  the  greater 
part  of  which  might  eafily  be  com- 
prifed  in  an  eftimate  ;  but  becaufe 
fome  unforefeen  articles  are  not 
.capable  of  fuch  precilion,  the  mi- 
nifter  has,  under  that  colour,  found 
out  a  method  of  expending  the 
public  money  firft  ad  libitum,  and 
when  it  has  been  fo  expended,  has 
found  means  to  induce  parliament 
to  think  itfelf  bound  in  honour  to 
ratify  and  make  it  good,  deferves 
the  higheft  cenfure ;  and  no  mi- 
nifter  who  fliall  dare  to  Itake  the 
public  credit,  for  money  that  has 
not  been  voted,  ought  to  be  jufti- 
lied  by  a  lefs  authority)  than  an  Aft 
of  Indemnity.  The  millions  which 
remain  in  confequence  unexplain- 
ed and  unaccounted  for ;  the 
ihameful  facility  of  admitting  al- 
moft every  claim  ;  the  improvident 
bargains  made  for  the  public  fer- 
vice ;  the  criminal  negledt  and  even 
contempt  of  the  few  checks  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  Board  of  Treafury, 
befides  great  part  of  the  money 
being  fhared  in  its  paflage  among 
a  tribe  of  colleftors,  clerks,  agents, 
jobbers  or  contractors,  or  paid 
away  by  official  extortion,  or  flop- 
ped in  its  courfe  to  breed  intereft 
for  fome  ingrofling  individuals,  are 


grievances  which  the  prefent  mo- 
tion has  in  view  to  remedy. 

2dly.  But  great  and  important 
as  the  motion  is  in  this  view  of  it, 
it  is  ftill  more  important  in  ano- 
ther, as  it  tends  to  narrow  the  wide 
fpreading  influence  of  the  crown, 
that  has  found  its  way  into  every 
corner  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  fufficient  to  allude  to  this 
grievance,  without  any  farther  en-, 
largement ;  but  this  argument, 
though  perhaps  the  ftrongeft  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motion,  has  been 
turned  into  an  objeftion  to  it,  as 
if  it  meant  to  abridge  the  rights 
of  monarchy,  and  make  the  crown 
dependent  on  the  parliament. 

If  the  objeftion  means  to  infi- 
nuate  that  corruption  is  necefTary  to 
government,  we  Ihall  leave  that 
principle  to  confute  itfelf  by  its 
own  apparent  iniquity. 

That  this  motion  is  intended  to 
diminilh  the  conftitutional  power  of 
the  crown,  wc  deny..  The  confti- 
tutional power  of  the  crown  we 
are  no  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve, 
than  we  are  to  annihilate  its  un- 
conftitutional  influence.  The  pre- 
rogative rightly  underftood,  not 
touched  or  intended  to  be  touched 
by  this  motion,  will  fupport  the 
crown  in  all  the  fplendour  which 
the  king's  perfonal  dignity  requires, 
and  with  all  the  authority  and  vi- 
gour neceffary  to  give  due  efi^eft  to 
the  executive  powers  of  govern- 
ment. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  this  is 
not  a  proper  time  for  reformation, 
when  all  the  attention  of  the  king- 
dom fiiould  be  employed  upon  the 
war,  as  the  great  and  only  objedl 
in  the  prefent  time  of  diftrefs  :  to 
which  wc  beg  leave  to  infitt  that 
the  prefent  is,  for  that  very  rea- 
[A'j  4  fon. 
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fon,  the  propereft  time,  becaufe 
nothing  is  fo  eflential  to  the  con- 
duct and  profecution  of  the  war  as 
the  frugal  management  of  that 
fupply  by  which  only  it  can  be 
carried  oi^  with  any  profpedl  of 
fuccefs.  Nor  ought  the  plan  of 
(Economy  to  be  any  longer  delayed 
at  the  rifque  of  a  general  bank- 
Tuptcy  ;  and  fpom  the  hillory  of 
this,  as  well  as  other  countries, 
times  of  neceffity  have  been  always 
times  of  reform, 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  conceive  that 
the  mode  of  a  committee,  which 
might  aft  with  a  committee  cf 
the  other  Houfe,  and  might,  if 
neceflary,  be  rendered  durable, 
and  veiled  with  due  powers  by  an 
aft  of  the  whole  legiflature,  might 
bring  back  the  public  expenditure 
toils conftitutional  principle, might 
devife  proper  regulations  for  open- 
ing contrafts  to  the  propofals  of 
every  fair  bidder  for  reforming 
the  abufes  of  office,  and  the  enor- 
mity of  fees,  with  a  variety  of 
other  abufes,  particularly  that  of 
Jarge  fums  cf  money  lying  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  to  the  lofs  of 
the  ftate. 

An  objeftion  has  been  ftrongly 
urged  on  the  ground  of  an  appre- 
henfion  exprefled  by  fome  lords, 
as  if  they  ferioufly  entertained  it, 
of  its  producing  a  quarrel  between 
the  two  Houfes  of  parliament ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  public 
bufinefs  might  be  obllrufted,  by  a 
claini  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  an  exclufive  right  of 
confidering  and  providing  for  the 
fubjefts  of  this  motion. 

Such  a  claim  certainly  cannot 
,be  fupported,  as  a  confequence  of 
the  claim  of  that  Houfe  to  origi- 
nate money  bills.  Not  a  fingle 
Lord  appeared  to  entertain  atj  idea 


that  fuch  a  claim  woul^  be  well 
founded.  In  truth,  the  objeftion, 
fuppofes  it  to  be  ill  founded,  and 
that  therefore  the  Houfe.  will  re- 
fill it  ;  and  yet  it  affumes  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  advance 
and  perfift  in  this  ill-founded 
claim.  We  cannot  difcover  any 
colour  for  fuch  a  fuppofition,  un- 
lels  we  were  to  adopt  the  infinu- 
atiqns  of  thofe  who  reprefent  the 
corrupt  influence  (which  it  is  our 
wifh  to  fupprefs)  as  already  per- 
vading that  Houfe.  Thofe  who 
entertain  that  opinion  of  one 
Houfe  of  parliament,  will  hardly 
think  lefs  difrefpeftfuUy  of  the 
other.  To  them  it  will  feem  a 
matter  of  indifference,  whether 
the  motion  is  defeated  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  that  influence,  to  excite 
,a  groundlefs  claim  in  the  one 
Houfe,  or  by  a  groundlefs  appre- 
henfion  of  fuch  a  claim  in  the 
other.  But  we,  who  would  be 
underflood  to  think  with  more  re- 
fpeft  of  both,  cannot  entertain  an 
apprehenfion  fo  injurious  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  that  they 
would  at  this  time  efpccially,  and 
on  this  occafion,  have  advanced 
fuch  a  claim. 

The  motion  has  likewife  been 
objefted  to  on  account  of  its  djfqua- 
lifying  perfofis  pofleifing  employ- 
ments or  penfions,  to  be  of  the 
propofed  committee.  We  are  far 
from  fuppofing  that  the  pofTefTion 
of  place  or  penfion  necefiarily  cor- 
rupts the  integrity  o?  the  poflefTor. 
We  have  feen,  and  the  public 
have  feen,  many  illuftrious  in- 
ftances  of  the  contrary ;  yet  we 
cannot  butfuppofe  that  the  public 
expeftation  of  advantage  from  this 
meafure  would  have  been  lefs  fan- 
guine,  if  they  had  feen  perfons 
poffefling  offices  felefted  to  diftin- 
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f  ul(h  how  far  their  offices  were  ufe- 
ful  or  their  falaries  adequate;  they 
perhaps  would  not  think  the  pof- 
feffbr  of  a  penfion  or  office  the  fit- 
ted judge  how  far  that  penfion  or 
office  had  been  merited  or  was  ne- 
ceffjry.  We  cannot  therefore 
think  the  motion  juftly  exception- 
able on  this  ground  ;  it  rather  ap- 
pears to  us  to  have  been  drawn 
with  a  proper  attention  to  noble 
lords  in  that  predicament,  exempt- 
ing them  from  a  fituation  which 
they  muft  neceflarily  wifh  to  de- 
cline. 

We  conceive  ootfelves  war- 
ranted in  the  mode  propofcd,  by 
precedent  as  well  as  reafon,  and 
ic  was  ftated  to  the  Hoafe  to  have 
been  recommended  by  the  moft  ap- 
proved conftitutional  authors  who 
have  written  lines  the  revolution  ; 
but  having  offered  to  meet  any 
other  propofition  which  might 
carry  with  it  fubftantial  remedy, 
and  no  fuch  being  offered,  not- 
withftanding  the  time  this  propo- 
rtion has  lain  before  the  Houfe, 
we  cannot  help  confidering  the 
prefent,  negative  as  going  to  the 
fubflantiaJ  as  well  as  formal  part 
of  the  motion,  and  hold  ourfelves 
obliged  to  avail  ourfelves  of,  our 
right  of  entering  our  proteftagainft 
the  rejedion  of  the  above  propo- 
rtion. 

4th ly.  We  are  farther  impelled 
to  prefs  this  motion,  becaufe  the 
objed  of  it  has  been  feconded  and 
called  for  by  a  confiderable  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  whaare  affo- 
ciating  for  this  purpofe,  and  feem 
determined  to  purfue  it,  by  every 
legal  and  conlHtutional  method 
that  can  be  devifed  for  its  fuccefs ; 
and  however  fome  may^affeft  to  be 
alarmed,  as,  if  fuch  affociations 
tended  to  difturb  the  peace,  or  en- 
Cfojich  upon  the  delegated  power 


of  the  other  Houfe,  we  are  per- 
fuadcd  they  have  no  other  view 
but  to  coiled  the  fenfe  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  inform  the  whole  body 
of  the  reprefentatives,  what  are 
the  fentiments  of  the  whole  body 
of  their  conftituents,  in  which 
refpeft  their  proceedings  have 
been  orderly,  peaceable,  and  con- 
ftitutional. And  if  it  be  afked, 
what  farther  is  to  be  done  if  thefe 
petitions  are  rejeded?  The  beft 
anfwer  is,  that  the  cafe  cannot  be 
fuppofed  ;  for  although  upon  a  fe\^ 
feparate  petitions  it  may  be  fairly 
faid  that  the  other  Houfe  ought 
not  to  be  decided  by  a  part  only 
of  their  conftituents,  yet  it  cannot 
be  prefumed  they  will  ad  in  'de- 
fiance of  the  united  opinion  of 
the  whole  people,  or  indeed  of 
any  great  and  notorious  majority. 
It  is  admitted  they  have  a  power 
to  vote  as  they  think  fit;  but  it 
is  not  poffible  to  conceive  that  fo 
wife  an  affembly  will  ever  be  ra(h 
enough  to  rejed  fuch  petitions, 
and  by  that  means  caufe  this  dan- 
gerous queftion  to  be  broached 
and  agitated.  Whether  they  hanje 
not  broke  their  trujt  ?  The  voice  of 
the  people  will  certainly  be  com- 
plied with, 

Minifters  may,  as  they  have  done 
in  recent  inftances,  deprive  any 
man  of  what  he  holds  at  their  plea- 
fure,  for  prefuming  to  exercife  his 
undoubted  right  of  thinking  for 
himfelf  on  thefe  or  other  public 
fubjeds :  but  it  will  not  be  wife 
in  them  to  treat  thefe  affociations 
with  contempt,  or  call  them  by 
the  invidious  name  of  Fadion,  a 
name  by  which  the  minority  in 
both  Houfes  of  parliament  have 
been  fo  frequently  and  fo  falfely 
calumniated,  becaufe  the  name  fo 
applied  will  recoil  back  upon 
themfelves,    whem  ading   againft 
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the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation  ; 
nor  will  they  be  able  to  reprefent 
thefe  numbers,  fo  refpedable  in 
rank  and  property  (as  they  did 
butf  too  fuccefsfully  the  difcon- 
tented  Americans),  as  a  mob  of 
indigent  and  feditious incendiaries, 
becaufe  the  people'  to  whom  this  is 
addreffed,  are  the  very  people  that, 
are  abufed,  and  every  man  bears 
Avithin  himfelf  the  teftimony  of  its 
falfehood. 

The  misifters,  on  this  particular 
occafion,  cannot  deceive  the  people. 
Fortefcue,  Abingdon, 

Harcourt,  Pembroke  and 

De  Ferrars  Montgomery, 

Beaulieu,  Fitzwilliam, 

Camden,  Rutland, 

Coventry,  Nugent  Temple, 

Richmond,  Bolton, 

Manchefter,  Courtenay, 

Derby,  Stamford, 

Effingham,  Tankerville, 

Grafton,  J.  S.  Afaph, 

Portland,  Wycombe, 

Ferrers,  Craven, 

Cholmondeley,     Rockingham, 
King,  Scarborough, 

Abergavenny,       Jerfey, 
J.  Peterborough,  Devonfliire. 

BiJJeiitientey  without  reafons, 
Radnor, 

For  all  the  above  reafons,  ex- 
cept the  fourth,  Ofborne. 


Die  Luna,  Mart.  6io. 

^     Moved, 

THAT  whereas  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
jnarthen  was  difmiffed  from  his 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
Eaft-Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  on  the 
Imorning  of  the  8ch  of  February, 
when  his  opinion  was  known  con- 
cerning a  queftion  that  was  to  be 
agitated  in  this  houfe  on  the  even- 


ing of  that  day  j  and  whereas  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
was  likewife  difmiffed  from  the 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Wiit-» 
fhire,  a  few  days  after  he  had 
given  his  vote  upon  the  fame 
queftion  ;  therefore  this  houfe  have 
reafon  to  fufped  that  they  were 
difniifled  in  confequence  of  the 
faid  votes  ;  it  is  refolved  therefore 
that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  befeeching 
him  to  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
inform  the  houfe,  whether  he  was 
advifed,  and  by  whom,  to  difmifs 
the  faid  two  noble  lords  for  their 
conducl  in  parliament. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion 
being  put. 

Contents  31  Proxies    8-39 

Not-contents  56  Proxies  36  -    92, 
Dissentient, 

I.  Becaufe  we  cannot  entertaia 
a  doubt,  but  that  the  t?wo  noble 
lords,  whofe  removals  from  their 
lieutenancies  have  given  rife  to 
this  motion,  fuffered  this  mark  of 
his  Majefty's  difpleafure  for  their 
conduft  in  parliament. 

The  fads  exprefled  of  the  .mo- 
tion were  fufficient  in  themfelves 
to  fatisfy  any  reafonable  perfon, 
that  this  was  the  fole  caufe  of  their 
difmiffion,  and  might  well  have 
juftified  an  immediate  cenfure  on 
theadvifers  of  that  unconllitutional 
meafure.  But  the  motion,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  was  calculated  to 
point  the  cenfure  at  thofe  advifers 
by  name,  if  it  {hould  have  been 
merited,  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  being  exculpated  if  guililefs,  by 
the  folemn  teftimony  which  his 
Majeity  would,  in  fuch  cafe,  have 
given  of  their  innocence. 

II.  Becaufe  the  offer  made  by 
the  noble  lord  who  propofed  this 
addrefs  that  it  fhould  be  with- 
drawn, if  any  one  of  his  Majefty's 
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miniHers  would  declare  upon  his 
honour,  that  thefe  removals  were 
for  any  other  caufe  than  *  that ' 
which  has  been  alledged,  and  the 
filence  with  which miniders  thought 
fit  to  receive  thispropofal,  although 
called  upon  by  almoft  every  lord 
who  fpoke  for  the  motion,  is  an 
additional  reafon  for  confirming 
us  in  our  belief,  that  his  Majelly 
has  been  advifed  to  remove  the 
two  noble  lords  from  their  lieu- 
tenancies for  their  condud  in  par- 
liament. 

III.  Becaufe  we  confider  this 
difmiffion  of  lords  from  high  and 
honourable  offices,  on  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  parliament, 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  which  declares,  *♦  That 
proceedings  in  parliament  ought 
not  to  be  impeached  or  queftioned 
(much  lefs  puniftied)  in  any  court 
or  place  out  of  parliament."  And 
we  are  greatly  apprehenfive  of  the 
confequenccs,  if  this  daring  at- 
tempt to  fubvert  one  of  the  moft 
facred  principles  of  our  conlli- 
tution,  Ihould  pafs  with  impunity 
and  grow  into  precedent. 

IV.  Becaufe  the  mifchievous 
tendency  of  fuch  influence  is 
greatly  augmented  by  the  con- 
nedion  which  the  offices  in  quef- 
tion  (lieutenancies  of  counties) 
have  with  the  proper  conftitutloa 
of  the  militia.  That  important 
branch  of  the  national  defence  has 
been  fo  altered  as  to  have  almoil: 
loft  fight  of  the  original  principles 
of  an  Englifh  militia.  The  noto- 
rious abufes  introduced  into  it, 
and  the  difregard  paid  to  the  few 
wholefome  regulations  remaining 
in  it,  would  foon  make  the  militia 
a  dangerous  inftrument  in  the 
haads  of  the  minifter,  were  it  not 


for  the  exemplary  zeal  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  who,  facrificing  every 
degree  of  domeftic  comfort,  and 
fubmitting  to  unneceflary  and 
diftarit  removals  from  their  coun- 
ties, {till  endeavour  to  maintaia 
its  purity  in  the  character  of  its 
officers ;  and  we  confider  thefe 
alterations  and  abufes  as  giving 
the  more  juft  grounds  of  appre- 
henfion  and  jealoufy,  as  they  tend 
to  affimilate  the  militia  in  prin- 
ciple and  in  habits  to  the  ftanding 
army,  in  which  alfo  dangerous 
innovations  appear  daily  taking 
place;  innovations,  which  though 
charged  in  the  debate,  were  neither 
denied  nor  defended.^ 

Laftly,  becaufe  when  minifters, 
in  the  fame  moment  that  they  are 
exerting  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
in  a  moft  corrupt  and  unconfti- 
tutional  manner,  think  fit  to  af- 
fert,  in  contradiftion  to  the  evi- 
dence of  all  our  fenfes,  that  it  is 
not  increafed,  and  is  not  formi- 
dable, we  can  have  little  hope 
that  fuch  minifters  will  ever  fufter 
that  influence  to  be  diminiflied, 
although  its  diminution  is  one  of 
the  principal  objefts  of  the  prayer 
and  petition  of  the  people,  founded 
on  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  increafed, 
iucreafing,  and  formidable  extent 
of  it. 


Harcourt, 

Wycomb, 

Craven, 

Camden, 

De  Ferrars, 

Ponfonby, 

King, 

Derby, 

Beauiieu, 

Devonlhire, 


Manchefter, 

Rotkingham,^ 

Rutland, 

Abingdon, 

Abergavenny, 

Fiizwilliam, 

Richnriond, 

Effingham, 

Radnor. 
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Die  Veneris ,  Aprilis  Mi^mo, 
Moved, 

TH  A  T  the  bill,  intltled  a  bill 
for  the  exclufion  of  con- 
traftors  from  the  lower  houfe  of 
parliament,  be  re^d  a  fecond  time 
and  committed. 

After  fome  debate,  the  queftion 
being  put,  there  appeared 
For  the  commitment      -     41 
Againft  it  -  -     60 

Majority     -     19 

It  was  then  moved  to  rejeft  the 
bill. 

The  queftion  was  put  there- 
upon, and  refolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Dissentient, 

I.  Becaufe  the  commons,  de- 
firous  of  re-eftablifliing  the  repu- 
tation and  authority  of  parliament, 
and  of  giving  fatisfaftion  to  the 
people,  at  a  time  when  the  moft 
cordial  and  unfufpicious  confidence 
between  the  reprefentative  and 
Gonftituent  bodies  is  cffentially  ne- 
ceflary,  have  come  to  a  refolution, 
•  That  it  is  neceflary  to  declare, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  has 
increafed,  is  increafing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminifhed.' 

This  refolution  we  conceive  to 
be  undeniably  true,  and  highly 
feafonable.  Their  commencement 
of  the  diminunon  (-vhich  they 
have  folemniy  engaged  to  make) 
by  the  bill  here  rejected,  is  no  lefs 
judicious.  In  the:  midit  of  a  war, 
iri  which  nothing  (among  all  its 
unhappy  circumltances)  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  prodigality 
with  which  it  is  carried  on,  it 
appears  peculiarly  neceflary  to  re- 
move from  parliament  the  fufpicioo 
that  the  rafh  adoption,  the  obfli- 
nate  continuance,  and  the  corrupt 


fupply  of  military  arrangements, 
are  connedled  with  the  fupport  of 
a  court  majority  in  parliament. 

II.  Becaufe  the  people,  op- 
prefled  with  aflual  impofuions, 
and  terrified  with  the  certain 
profpeft  of  farther  and  heavier 
burthens,  have  a  right  to  be  af- 
fured,  that  none  fhould  have  a 
power  of  laying  thofe  burthens, 
who  have  an  intereft  in  increafing 
them.  Neither  is  it  fit  that  they 
who  are  the  principal  fubjefts  of 
complaint,  ftiould  fit  as  the  con- 
trollers of  their  own  condudt. 
Contrafts  can  never  be  fairly  made, 
when  the  parliamentary  fervice  of 
the  contrador  is  a  necefTary,  un- 
derflood  part  of  the  agreement, 
and  mufl:  be  reckoned  into  the 
price.  But  the  moft  unexcep- 
tionable contradl  being  a  matter  of 
great  advantage  to  the  contradlor, 
it  becomes  a  means  of  influence 
even  when  it  is  not  a  principle  of 
abufe.  It  is  the  greateft  of  all 
the  bribes  a  minifter  has  to  bellow  ; 
and  one  day's  jobb  may  be  worth 
the  purchafe  of  the  fee  of  moll  of 
the  places  and  penfions  that  arc 
held  in  that  houfe. 

JII.  Becaufe  no  reafons  have 
been  afiigned  for  the  rejedion  of 
this  bill,  but  fuch  as  appear  to  us 
frivolous  or  dangerous.  It  was 
argued  as  neceflary  to  abate  the 
phrenzy  of  virtue,  which  began  to 
fliew  itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. This  new  fpecies  of  phrenzy 
we  look  upon  to  be  rather  a  cha- 
ra<fler  of  foundnefs,  than  a  fymp- 
tom  of  infanity;  and  we  fairly 
declare,  that,  as  we  frequently 
come  into  contaft  with  the  other 
Houfe,  we  heartily  wifti  that  that 
diflemper  may  become  contagious. 
Another  reafon  afligned  againft 
this  bill,  that  it  is  not  poflible  for 
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vaft  pecuniary  emoluments  to  have 
any  influence  on  members  of  par- 
liament, appears  to  originate  from 
{o  perfeft  a  puerility  of  under- 
Handing,  or  fuch  a  contempt  of 
that  of  the  houfe  and  the  nation, 
that  it  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  to 
be  animadverted  upon,  not  an- 
fwered.  Of  the  fame  nature  is 
the  argument  drawn  from  the  fup- 
pofed  improbability  of  abufes  in 
contradls,  becaufe  the  law  has  left 
in  the  hands  of  minifters  the 
means  of  profecuting  at  law  the 
fupporters  of  their  power,  and  the 
accomplices  of  their  own  fraud  and 
malverfation.  Thefe  arguments 
will  give  little  fatisfadion  to  thofe 
who  look  at  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as 
a  barrier  again  ft  fome  poflibly  fud- 
den  and  miftaken  warmth  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  might 
be  injurious  to  the  juft  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  or  the  rights  of 
the  people  ;  but  we  will  not  bear 
the  grofs  abufe  of  this  conftitu- 
tional  power;  or  that  this  Houfe 
ihould  fet  itfelf  as  an  obftruftion 
to  the  moft  honourable,  manly, 
and  virtuous  refolution  ever  come 
to  by  an  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  a 
refolution  made  in  direft  con- 
formity to  the  petitions  of  their 
conftituents.  We  protell,  there- 
fore, againft  our  (landing  in  the 
way  of  even  the  firft  Iteps  taken 
towards  promoting  the  indepen- 
dence, integrity,  and  virtue  of  a 
houfe  of  parliament. 


De  Ferrars, 

Rockingham, 

Abergavenny, 

Fortefcue, 

Courtenay, 

Wycombe, 

Ponfonby, 

Percy, 

Ferrers, 


J.St.  Afaph, 

Beaulieu, 

Ofbornc, 

Cholmondeley, 

Mancheller, 

Coventry, 

St.  John, 

Fitz.  William, 

Abingdon^^ 


Pembroke,  and  Portland, 
Montgomery,  Devonlhirc, 

Scarborough,       Harcourt, 

Richmond,  Jerfey. 

For  the  firft  and  third  reafons, 
adopting  however  very  heartily  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  parlia/nentarj 
reprefentation  the  found  principle* 
contained  in  the  fecond,  which  yet 
I  conceive  inapplicable  to  this  bilL 
Radnor, 


His  MaJeJIy's  moji  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  June 
19,  1780. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  outrages  committed  bj 
bands  of  defperate  and  aban- 
doned men,  in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  broke  forth  with  vio- 
lence into  afts  of  felony  and  trea- 
fon,  had  fo  far  overborne  all  civil 
authority,  and  threatened  fodired- 
ly  the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all 
legal  power,  the  deftruftion  of  all 
property,  and  the  confufioa  of 
every  order  in  the  ftate,  that  I 
found  myfelf  obliged,  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  afFedion  to  my  people, 
to  fupprefs,  in  every  part,  thofe 
rebellious  infurreftions,  and  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety,  by 
the  moft  effectual  and  immediate 
application  of  the  force  entrufted 
to  me  by  parliament. 

I_  have  diredcd  copies  of  the 
proclamations  iffued  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Proper  orders  have  been  given 
for  bringing  the  authors  and  abet- 
tors of  thefe  infurredtions,  and  the 
perpetrators  of  fuch  criminal  ads, 
to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fuch  con- 
dign punifhment  as  the  laws  of 
their  country  prefcribe,  and  as  the 
vindication  of  public  juftice  de- 
mands. 
8  M         Though 
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Though  I  truft  it  is  not  ne- 
ceffary,  yet  I  think  it  right  at  this 
time,  to  renew  to  you  xny  folemn 
affbrances,  that  I  have  no  other 
objeft  but  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm,  and  the  principles  of  our 
excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  flate,  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
my  condudl ;  and  I  fhall  ever  con- 
iider  it  as  the  firft  duty  of  my  fta- 
tion,  and  the  chief  glory  of  my 
reign,  to  maintain  and  preferve 
the  efiabliihed  religion  of  my 
kingdoms,  and  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  to  fecure  and  to  perpetuate 
the  rights  and'  liberties  of  my 
people. 


^'be  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Par- 
liament ajfemhled. 

Die  Luna,  19°  Junii,  1 780. 
Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
"WX  J  E  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
yy  tiful  and  loyal  fubjecls, 
the  lords  fpiiitual  and  temporal, 
in  parliament  affembied,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  MajeHy  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  feel  the  utmoft  abhorrence 
and  deteilatipn  of  the  outrages 
committed  in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  by  bands  of  defperate 
and  abandoned  men ;  outrages 
that  broke  forth  with  fuch  violence 
into  afts  of  felony  and  treafo^, 
and  which  threatening  "fo  diredly 
the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all 
legal  authority,  the  deftruftion  of 
all  property,  and  the  confufion  of 
every  order  in  the  ftate,  called 
loudly  for  the  fpeedieft  and  moft 
efFeftual  application  of  the  force 
entrufted  ;o  your  Majefty  by  law. 


We  beg  leave  to  teftify  our 
warmeft  gratitude  to  your  Ma- 
jefty,  for  your  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  proteftion  of  your 
fubjedls,  fo  manifeft  in  the  mea- 
fures  your  wifdom  direfted  in  this 
urgent  necellity,  to  fupprefs  in 
every  part  thefe  rebellious  infur- 
reftions,  and  to  provide  for  the 
general  fafety,  by  the  reftoration 
of  public  peace. 

We  thank  your  majefty  for  the 
communication     you    have     been 
pleafed  to  make  to  this  houfe,  of 
the   proclamations    iffued   in   this  y 
alarming  conjunfture. 

We  learn  with  fatisfaftion  that 
orders  have  been  given  for  bring- 
ing the  oftenders  to  fpeedy  trial, 
and  to  fuch  condigp  puniftiment 
as  the  law  prefcribes,  and  the  vin- 
dication of  public  juRice  demands. 

Although  the  uniform  tenor  of 
your  Majefty's  condudl  rendered 
unneceflary  the  renewal  of  your 
gracious  afTurances  to  your  parlia- 
ment, yet  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  given,  raifes  in  us  the 
warmeft  emotions  of  gratitude, 
affcdion,  and  duty.  Such  a  de- 
claration of  the  juft  and  wife  prin- 
ciples that  are  the  rirle  and  mea- 
fure of  your  Majefty's  government, 
muft  endear  your  Majefty  more 
and  more  to  all  your  fubjefts,  and 
meet  with  the  fulleft  return  of  at- 
tadhment,  confidence,  and  zeal. 

His  Majejlj^s  moji  gracious  Jn/wer, ' 

My  Lords, 
I  thank  you  heartily  for  this 
addrefs,  fo  full  of  duty  to  me  and 
of  zeal  for  your  country.  Your 
abhorrence  of  the  rebellious  infur- 
reftions,  and  your  unanimous  ap- 
probation of  the  meafures  taken  to 
fupprefs  them,  muft  have  the  moft 
falutary 
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fahitary  efFefts.  Nothing  can  give 
me  greater  fatisfatlion  than  the 
confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  It 
Ihall  be  juftified  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  my  reign. 


We  learn  with  fatisfaflion,  that 
proper  orders  have  been  given  fob 
bringing  the  offenders  to  fpeedy 
trial,  and  to  fuch  punifhment,  as, 
upon  conviftion  of  their  crimes, 
the  laws  prefcribe,  and  the  vindi- 
cation of  public  juftice  certainljr 
demands. 

Although  the  conftant  tenor  of 
your  Majefty's  juft  and  conftltu- 
tional  government,  made  a  re- 
newal of  your  Majelly's  royal  aflu- 
rances  to  your  parliament  unne- 
cefTary,  yet  we  cannot  but  receive 
with  great  thankfulnefs,  fo  fignal 
a  mark  of  your  Majefty's  gracious 
attention  ;  and  we  beg  leave,  oa 
our  part,  to  affure  your  Majefty, 
that  this  condefcending  and  en- 
dearing declaration,  cannot  fail  of 
fecuring  to  your  Majefty,  in  the 
hearts  of  your  people,  the  mod 
affeftionate  returns  of  confidence, 
attachment,  and  fupport. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful   and   loyal    fubjefts, 

the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 

parliament   aflembled,    beg    leave 

to  return  your  Majefty  the  humble 

thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  moft 

gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne ; 

and  for  the  communication  which 

your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 

make  to  this  houfe,  of  the  pro- 
clamations iflued.  during  the  late 

moft  dangerous  and  alarming  dif- 
turbances. 

We  think  it  our  indifpenfable 

duty  to  exprefs,  in  the   ftrongeft 

terms,  our  abhorrence  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thofe  tumultuous  af- 
femblies,  and  of  the  criminal  a£ls 
of  outrage  and  violence  committed 
by  thofe  defperate  bands  of  men, 
and  our  higheft  indignation  againft 
the  authors,  promoters,  and  per- 
petrators of  them  ;  and  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  the  warmeft  emotions 
of  gratitude,  duty,  and  afFeftion, 
your  Majefty's  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  proteftion  of  your 
fubjefts.  In  the  meafures  which 
your  Majefty,  as  the  father  of 
your  people,  and  the  guardian  of 

public  fafety,   took  in  the  hour  of    that  it  is  my  conftant  and  ardent 
extreme   and   imminent   neceflity,     defire  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 


His  Majefty'' s  Anfnuer  to  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons » 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  cordial  and 
particular  thanks  for  this  loyal, 
afFeftionate,  and  unanimous  ad- 
drefs. 

Union  at  this  time,  muft  have 
the  beft  and  moft  important  con- 
fequences  :  nothing  can  more  pow- 
erfully affift  me  in  preferving  the 
public  fafety  and  fecuring  reve- 
rence for  the  laws,  and  obedience 
to  legal  government.     Be  aifured 


for  the  immediate  and  effedlual 
fuppreffion  of  thofe  rebellious  in- 
furredlions. 


all  my  fubjefts,  and  to  deferve  the 
confidence  and  fupport  of  a  free 
people. 
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Ott  Saturday,  July  8,  his  Majejly 
clofed  the  SeJJton  of  Parliament 
nuitb  the  folhvjing  Speech , 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  gives  me  gi;eat  fatisfaclion  to 
find  myfelf  able  to  determine 
this  long  feffion  of  parliament,  that 
you  may  lae  at  liberty  to  return  to 
your  feveral  counties,  and  attend 
to  your  private  affairs,  after  fo  la- 
borious a  difcharge  of  your  duty 
in  the  public  fervice ;  and  I  take 
this  occafion  to  exprefs  my  fincere 
acknowledgment  for;  the  freflx 
proofs  you  have  given  me  of  your 
aiFeftionate  zeal  for  the  fupport  of 
my  government,  and  of  your  juft 
cftimation  of  the  real  and  perma- 
nent interefts  of  your  country. 

Your  magnanimity  and  perfe- 
verance  in  the  profecution  of  this 
juft  and  neceffary  war  have  ena- 
bled me  to  make  fuch  exertions  as 
willj  I  truft,  by  the  affiftance  of 
Divine  Providence,  difappoint-the 
violent  and  unjuft  defigns  of  my 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  liften 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
of  peace. 

Thefe  exertions  have  already 
been  attended  v/ith  fuccefs  by  lea 
and  land  ;  and  the  late  important 
and  profperous  turn  of  atfairs  in 
North  America  affords  the  faireft 
profpeA  of  the  returning  loyalty 
and  afFeftion  of  my  fubjefts  in  the 
colonies,  and  of  their  happy  re- 
union with  their  parent  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  feel  myfelf  under  particular 
obligations  to  thank  you  for  the 
large  and  ample  fupplies  you  have 


fo  chearfully  granted,  and  for  the 
confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  No 
attention  (hall  be  wanting,  on  my 
part,  to  render  them  effeftual,  and 
to  fee  them  faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to 
you  to  afTift  me,  by  your  influence 
and  authority  in  your  feveral  coun- 
ties, as  you  have  by  your  unani- 
mous fupport  in  parliament,  in 
guarding  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom from  future  dilturbances,  and 
watching  over  the  prefervation  of 
the  public  fafety.  Make  my  peo- 
ple I'enfible  of  the  happinefs  they 
enjoy,  and  the  diilinguiftied  ad- 
vantages they  derive  from  our  ex-* 
cellent  conftitution  in  church  and 
Itate.'  Warn  them  of  the  hazard 
of  innovation — point  out  to  them 
the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
commotions  as  have  lately  been 
excited  ;  and  let  it  be  your  care 
to  imprefs  on  their  minds  this  im- 
portant truth,  That  rebellious  in- 
furredlions  to  refill,  or  to  reform 
the  laws,  mufi:  end  either  in  the 
deftruftion  of  the  perfons  who 
make  the  attertipt,  or  in  the  fub- 
verfion  of  our  free  and  happy  con-' 
ftitution. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellor,  by  his  Majefty's  command, 
faid : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
It  is  his  Majefly's  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  twen- 
ty-fourth day  of  Auguft  next,  to 
be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Thurfday,  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  Auguft  next. 

By 


STATE 

By  the  King. 
A  PROCLAMATION, 
For    dijol'ving    this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment, and  declaring  the  calling  cf 
another. 

George  R. 

WH  E  R  E  AS  we  have  thought 
fit,  by  and  with  the  advice 
1  of  our  privy -council,  to  diflolve 
this  prefent  parliament,  which 
now  ftands  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
the  28th  day  of  this  inftant  Sep- 
tember :  We  do,  for  that  end, 
publifh  this  our  royal  procla- 
mation ;  and  do  hereby  diffolve 
the  faid  parliament  accordingly  : 
and  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
-  poral,  and  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgeffes,  and  .  the  commif- 
fioners  for  (hires  and  burghs,  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  are  dif- 
charged  from  their  meeting  and 
attendance  on  Thurfday  the  faid 
28:h  day  of  this  inftant  September. 
■  And  we  being  defirous  and  re- 
folved,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  meet 
our  people,  and  to  have  their  ad- 
vice in  parliament,  do  hereby 
make  known,  to  all  our  loving 
fubjedls,  our  royal  will  and  plea- 
fure  to  call  a  new  parliament; 
and  .  do  hereby  further  declare, 
that,  with  the  aidvice  of  our  privy- 
council,  we  have,  this  day,  given 
order  to  our  chancellor  of  Great- 
Britain  to  iffue  out  writs,  in  due 
form,  for  calling  a  new  parlia- 
ment ;  which  writs  are  to  bear 
tefte  on  Saturday  the  2d  day  of 
this  inftant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  Tuefday  the  31ft 
day  of  Oftober  following. 
Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's, 

the  ift  day  of  September,  1780, 

in   the    twentieth   year    of  our 

xeign. 

God  fave  the  King, 

Vol.  XXIII. 


PAPERS.  IzZi 

Dublin  Cajlky  September  2. 

THIS  day  his  Excellency  the 
Lor4  Lieutenant  went  ia 
ftate  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  with 
the  ufual  folemnity ;  and,  the 
Commons  being  fent  for,  gave  the 
royal  aflent  to  fuch  bills  as  were 
ready;  after  which  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  moft  gracious 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  happy  at  length  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  concluiion  of 
this  feftion  o'f  parliament,  though, 
the  important  meafures  under  de- 
liberation muft  have  made  your 
attendance  lefs  irkfome  to  you. 

If  your  long  abfence  from  your 
feveral  counties  has  been  pro- 
duftive  of  any  inconveaience, 
fuch  inconvenience  is  fully  com- 
penfated  by  permanent  and  folid 
benefiry,  the  fuccefjful  confe* 
quences  of  your  labours. 

Gentlemen    of   the    Houfe   of 
Commons, 

I  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty*s 
name,  for  the  liberal  fupplies  yott 
have  granted.  Your  cheerfulnefs 
in  giving,  and  your  attention  to 
the  eafe  of  the  fubjeft  in  the  mode 
of  raifing  them,  muft  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  his  Majefty ;  on  my 
part,  I  afTure  you  they  (hall  be 
faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  fatisfadion  with  which  the 
heart  of  every  Irilhman  muft  exult 
at  the  fcene  of  profperity  now 
opening  to  this  country,  may 
equal,  it  cannot  exceed,  the  glow 
of  my  private  feelings.  And 
whilft  you  applaud  the  conduft  of 
Great-Britain  in  removing  the  re- 
[rj  llriaions 
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ftri£lions  upon  the  trade  of  this 
kingdom,  you  cannot  but  particu- 
larly acknowledge  the  unequi- 
vocal demonftrations  of  her  fincere 
afFeftion,  in  admitting  you,  upon 
the  moft  liberal  plan,  to  an  imme- 
diate, free,  and  equal  intercourfe 
with  her  colonies. 

The  wife  and  falutary  laws 
which  you  have  framed  naturally 
lead  to  the  moft  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment of  that  intercourfe  ;  and 
when  I  refleft  on  thofe  objects, 
and  on  your  meritorious  attention 
to  the  trade,  agriculture,  and 
jnanufadlures  of  this  kingdom,  fo 
confpicuoufly  manifefted  by  the 
laws  paiTed  for  granting  ample 
bounties  on  the  export  of  your 
corn,  your  linen,  and  your  fail- 
cloth  ;  by  the  premiums  for  en- 
couraging the  growth  of  hemp 
and  flax-feed,  and  by  the  judi- 
cious provifions  for  the  better  re- 
gulation of  your  manufactures,  I 
feel  a  confcious  fatisfadlion,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  has 
been  eftablifhed  upon  an  extended, 
£rm,  and  lafting  bafis  ;  and  that 
Ireland  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  her 
future  profperity,  look  back  to 
this  aera,  the  labours  of  the  pre- 
fent  parliament,  and  the  diifufive 
indulgence  of  his  Majefty,  with 
v^.ie  moft  grateful  veneration. 

Your  own  difcreet  judgment 
wffl  naturally  fuggeft  the  expe- 
diency, when  you  return  to  your 
fev^ral  counties,  of  impreSng 
upon  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of 
men  the  various  bleiTings  of  their 
prefent  fituation.  Demonftrate  to 
them,  that  every  effectual  fource 
of  commercial  wealth  is  now  their 
own,,  and  invites  that  induftry, 
without  which  the  wifeft  commer- 
cial regulations  remain  a  dead 
letter,  and  the  bounties  of  nature' 


are  lavifhedin  vain.  Cheriflj  fucH 
a  fpirit  of  induftry  ;  and  convince 
them  of  the  efFedlual  advantages 
they  derive  from  their  free  and 
excellent  conftitution,  the  main- 
tenance of  every  branch  of  whi<th, 
in  its  juft  vigour  and  authority,  • 
can  alone  fecure  their  liberties, 
and  preferve  their  happinefs. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, by  his  Excellency's  com- 
mand, faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tuef- 
day  the  loth  day  of  Odober  next, 
to  be  then  here  held  ;  and  this 
parliament  (is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Tuefday  the  10th  day 
of  Odober  next. 


y<7  the  Honourable  the  Cotnmons  of 
Great  -  Britain,  in  Parliament 
ajfemhled  : 

The  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  York, 

Shewethy 

THAT  this  nation  hath 
been  engaged  for  feveral 
years  in  a  moft  expenftve  and 
unfortunate  war  >  that  many  of 
our  valuable  colonies,  having 
adlually  declared  themfelves  inde- 
pendent, have  formed  a  ftridl  con- 
federacy with  France  and  Spain, 
the  dangerous  and  inveterate  ene- 
mies of  Great-Britain  ;  that  the 
confequence  of  thofe  combined 
misfortunes  hath  been  a  large 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  a 
•heavy  accumulation  of  taxes,  a 
'    rapid  decline  of  tke  trade,  manu- 

fa^ures. 
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failures,   and  land -rents   of  the 
kingdom. 

Alarmed  at  the  diminifhed  re- 
fources  and  growing  burthens  of 
this  country,  and  convinced   that 
rigid    frugality  is    now   indifpen- 
fably   neceflary  in    every  depart- 
ment of  the  ftate,  your  petitioners 
obferve  with  grief,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  calamitous   and  im- 
poverilhed  condition  of  the  nation, 
much  public  money  has  been  im* 
providently  fquandered,  a.nd  that 
many  individuals    enjoy    finecure 
places,  efficient   places  with  exor- 
bitant emoluments,  and    penfions 
unmerited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  ftill  increaling  amoun;j 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  and   unconftitutional   influ- 
ence,  which,  if  not  checked,  may 
foon  pijove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

Your  petitioners  conceiving 
that  the  true  end  of  every  legi- 
timate government  is  not  the  emo- 
lument of  any  individual,  but  the 
welfare  of  the  community;  and 
confidering  thst  by  the  conllitution 
of  this  realpi  the  national  purfe  is 
intrulled  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
the  cuftody  of  this  honourable 
houfe;  beg  leave  further  to  re- 
prefent,  that  until  effedual  mea- 
fures  be  taken  to  recjrefs  the  op- 
preffive  grievances  herein  ftated, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
public  money.,  beyond  the  pro- 
duce of  the  prefent  taxes,  will  be 
injurious  to  the  rights  and  pro- 
perty of  the  people,  and  dero- 
gatory from  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  parliament. 

Your  petitioners  therefore,  ap- 
pealing to  the  juftice  of  this  ho- 
nourable houfe,  do  moft  earneftly 
requeft,  that,  before  any  new  bur- 
thens are  laid  upon  this  country, 
effedunl   meafures  may  be  taken 
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by  this  houfe  to  enquire  into  and 
corrert  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  ;  to 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments ; 
to  refcind  and  abolilh  all  finecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  the  wifdom  of  par- 
liament fhall  feem  meet. 

And   your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray,  &c.  &c. 

The  following  counties  pre- 
fented  petitions  nearly  in  the  fame 
words  : 

Middlefex,         Dorfet, 

Chefter,  Devon, 

Hants,  Norfolk, 

Hertford  Berks, 

Suffex,  Bucks, 

Huntingdon,      Nottingham, 

Surry,  Kent, 

Cumberland,       Northumberl. 

Bedford,  Suffolk, 

EfTex,  Hereford, 

Gloucefter,  Cambridge, 

Somerfet,  Derby, 

Wilts, 

Alfo  the  cities  of  London, 
Weftminfter,  York,  Briftol,  and 
the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Not- 
tingham, Newcaftle,  Reading,  and 
Bridge  water.  —  The  county  of 
Northampton  agreed  to  inftrudl 
their  members  on  the  points  of 
the  petition. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  -  Britain  in  Parliament 
ajembled  : 

A  Reprefentation  and  Petition  of 
the  Planters,  Merchants,  and 
other  Perfons  interelied  in  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica, 

THAT  your  petitioners,  in 
all  duty  and  humility,  beg 
\X\  2  •  leave 
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leave  to  laybefdre  this  honourable 
houfe  feveral  circumftances  which 
they  prefumG^it  is  important  for 
the  houfe  to  know,  and  to  which 
they  are  certain  it  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  them  that  a  due 
attention  (hould  be  paid. 

Your    petitioners    reprefent    to 
this    honourable    houfe,  that    the 
ifland    of  Jamaica   has   not    been 
protected.     They  reprefent,    that 
the  tempo;-ary  fafety  which  it  has 
enjoyed   has    been   owing   to   the 
diredlion     of  the    enemy's    force 
towards    other    objecls,    and    not 
to  any  intrinfic   means  of  defence 
provided    for  that    ifland    by   his 
Majefty's    minifters.     They    con- 
ceive, that   the    fafety  of  fuch   a 
pofleffion    as    Jamaica    ought  not 
to     have    been    left    to    chance.  ■ 
They  reprefent,  that    the    ifland 
of  Jamaica   is    inferior    in    value 
to    none   of  the   dependencies    of 
Great- Britain  ;    that    great  part 
even  of  what  appears  to   be  the 
interior  wealth   of  Great  -  Britain 
itfelf  is,  in  reality,  the  wealth  of 
Jamaica,  which   is   fo  intimately 
interwoven  with  the  internal   in- 
tereft  of  this  kingdom,  that  it  is 
not  eafy  to  diftinguifti  them  ;  that 
a  great  part  of  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation, a  large  proportion  of  the 
revenue,    and    very   much   of  the 
mercantile  and  the  national  credit, 
and  the  value  of  the  landed  in- 
tereft,  depend  immediately  on  its 
prefervation  j    that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objecl  as    important 
to  Great  -  Britain  as  any  part  of 
Great-^Britain  itfelf;  and  that  it  is 
an  objedl  to  be  provided  for  with 
ftill    greater   care    and    forefight, 
becaufe  its  natural  means  of  home 
defence  are    infinitely  lefs   confi- 
derable. 

TVtey    folemnly  declare,    that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy- 


alty to  the  crown  of  Great -Bri- 
tain, and  their  unbounded  attach- 
ment   to     the    profperity  of    the 
whole  empire,  they  are   not  able 
to    conjefture   for    what   offence, 
real   or    pretended,  they  have    fo 
long    been    put    under   this    pro- 
fcription.     If  your  petitioners  had 
been  aftive  by  faftious  clamours, . 
or     deluiive    reprefentations,    by 
concealing  true  or  fuggefting  falfe 
information,    in    betraying    thtir 
fovereign  and  their    country  into 
war,    they  might    have   tl^e    lefs 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  negleft 
by  which    they  have    fuffered    fo 
many    diftrefles,    and    have    beea 
expofed  to  fo  many  dangers.     It  is 
in  the  recolleftion  of  this  honour- 
able houfe,  that,  at  an  early  pe- 
"  riod  of  the  prefent  unhappy  trou- 
bles, the  body  of  the  Weft-India 
planters  and  merchants  did  humbly 
ftate  their  apprehenfions  to  parlia- 
ment,   and    deprecated    the    un- 
happy meafures  which  were  then 
taken.     It    is    the  misfortune  of 
the  public,  as  well  as  theirs,  that 
no  attention   was    paid    to   their 
humble    prayers,    and   that  their 
moft  dutiful    and  faithful   repre- 
fentations were  totally  neglefted. 

They  affirm,  that  they  have  not 
deferved  to  be  thus  abandoned, 
from  a  want  of  having  purchafed 
for  a  valuable  conflderation  the 
proteflion  of  the  ftate.  The  plant- 
ers have  feen,  not  only  with  ac- 
quiefcence  but  pleafure,  their 
trade  almoft  wholly  confined  to  thfe 
mother  country,  the  place  of  refi- 
dence  of  the  greater  part,  and  the 
objed  of  the  tendereft  affedion  to 
all  of  them.  Both  planters  and 
merchants  have  had  the  produce 
of  their  eftates  as  largely  ta>ed  in 
Great-Britain,  to  the  common 
fupport,  as  any  others.  The  af- 
kmhly  of  the   ifland  of  Jamaica 
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has,  beyond  any  former  example 
of  liberality,  and  far  beyond  their 
abilities,  laid  deftruftive  impo- 
litions  on  their  eftates  and  pro- 
perties within  the  ifland.  Vaft  per- 
fonal  fervices,  burthenfome  in  the 
extreme,  and  nearly  ruinous  to 
the  prefent  value  of  all  they  pof- 
fefs,  have  been  chearfully  given. 
They  have  borne  patiently  the 
heavy  lofles  and  burthens,  the 
fatal  though  not  unforefeen  con- 
fequences  of  their  feparation  from 
North  America.  After  all  thefe 
impofitions  and  taxes  in  England, 
thefe  taxes  and  perfonal  fervices  in 
Jamaica,  and  after  fuiFerings  of 
every  kind  in  this  war,  on  fug- 
gellion  from  friends  of  govern- 
ment, they  have  had  refort  in 
their  individual  charafters  to  their 
almoll  exhaufted  purfes,  and  made 
a  large  private  fubfcription  for 
their  own  defence. 

They  reprefent,  that  they  have 
been  credibly  informed,  that  at 
the  time  when  adminiftration 
declined  to  provide  the  heceflary 
forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  for 
their  defence,  that  his  Majelly's 
fecretary  at  war  publicly  declared, 
that  his  Majefty  did  then  com- 
mand more  numerous  forces,  by 
fea  and  land,  than  the  mott  for- 
midable monarch  of  the  world 
had  under  his  orders,  when  his 
power  alarmed  all  Europe;  and 
they  are  informed,  that  large 
additions  to  his  Majefty's  forces 
were  made  fome  time  after.  They 
now  alfo  feel,  that  they  are 
amongft  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  of 
upwards  of  feventy  thoufand  men 
employed  in  North  America;  and 
they  prefume,  that  the  fuppreffion 
of  no  rebellion  whatever  can  be  a 
more  near  and  urgent  concern  of 
gny    government   than  the   pro- 
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its    loyal  and    ufefu 
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teftion    of 
fabjefts. 

They  reprefent,  that  they  have 
not  been  wanting  to  themfelves, 
by  every  reprefentation  in  their 
power,  and  every  felicitation,  to 
call  upon  his  Majefty's  minifters 
for  the  necefTary  protei^lion.  For 
though,  from  the  duty  of  their 
ftation,  and  their  high  truft,  his 
Majefty's  minifters  ought  to  have 
fhewn  an  anxious  and  provident 
care  of  all  his  Majefty's  dominions, 
even  if  individuals,  through  ig- 
norance, or  want  of  forefight,  had 
negledled  their  own  private  in- 
tereft  in  them;  yet  they  humbly 
inform  the  houfe,  that  many  ftrong 
remonftranccs  were  made  on  this 
fubjedl  to  his  Majefty's  minifters 
by  your  petitioners,  beginning  fo 
early  as  1773,  and  continued  to 
the  8th  of  December,  1779;  and 
that  addreffes  on  the  fame  were 
made  to  his  Majefty  by  the  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica,  as  alfo  a  re- 
prefentation of  the  want  of  men, 
fhips,  ftores,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  of  every  other  means  for  their 
defence ;  yet  they  never  did,  at 
any  time,  receive  from  the  faid 
minifters  any  anfwers,  other  thaa 
excufes,  on  account  of  the  number 
of  fhips  employed  on  the  Ame- 
rican and  home  fervice,  and  cei«- 
tain  loofe  general  affurances,  from 
which  they  received  little  com- 
fort, and  have  reaped  no  advan-* 
tage;  and  that  even  the  pofitive 
affurances  of  the  governor  to  the 
affembly  of  the  ifland,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's gracious  intention  that  the 
fquadron  on  that  ftation  ftiould  be 
confiderably  reinforced,  have  not 
been  fulfilled. 

Your  petitioners  moft  humbl/ 
requeft  the  attention  of  this  houfe 
to  their  paft  and  prefent  fituation, 
pledging  themfelves  to  prove,  be- 

l^"]  3  yond 
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of  public  tranquillity,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  juft  equilibrium 
which  has  been  fo  ofteo  troubled 


yond  a  doubt,  the  truth  of  their 
allegations.  In  the  mean  time, 
your  petitioners  acquaint  this 
honourable  houfe,  that,  unlefs 
a  llrong  regular  force  be  per- 
manently eftablifhed  in  Jamaica 
during  the  war,  and  a  con- 
iiderable  Heet  ftationed  there, 
they  cannot  think  that  ifland  in  a 
ftate  of  fecurity.  This  they  con- 
ceive themfelvc^^  as  Englifhmen 
bound  to  lay  before  the  reprefent 


by   the   ambitious   policy   of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

When  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
in  dired.  violation  of  public  faith, 
and  the  common  right  of  all  fo- 
vereigns,  broiie  the  peace  by  a 
league  made  with  his  Majelly's 
rebellious  fubjefts,  which  was 
avowed  and  formally  declared  by 


atives  of  the  people  of  Great-Bri-     the   Marqais   de    Noailles,    when 
tain,  humbly  claiming  proteftion     F-rance,  by  immenfe  preparations,  ^ 


as  their  undoubted  .  right  j  and 
looking  back  with  horror  at  the 
dangers  from  which  (by  the  fole 
difpofition  of  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence) they  have  efcaped,  whilft 
fundry  of  their  fellow-fbbjefts  are 
now  obliged   to    proftrate    them- 


nidnifeiled  a  deiign  to  annihilate 
th«  maritime  power  of  England, 
the  king  thought  your  High 
Mightinefles  too  fenfible  not  to 
fee  that  the  welfare  of  the  Re- 
public was  fo  clofely  conneded 
with  that  of  Great-Britain,  as  to 


felves  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of  induce  you  tohaiten  to  its  fuccour, 
the  French  king,  to  implore  the  One  of  his  Majefty's  firft  cares 
jnercy  of  that  monarch,  inllead  of    was  to  inform  your  High  Migh. 


the    protedion    of    their    natural 
fovereign. 


^he  Memorial prefented hy  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  /i>- .  Englifh  Jmbaffador 
Extraordinary:  at  the  Hague,  the 
%\Ji  Day  of  March,  ^vas  to  the 
folloKving  Purport : 

High  and  mighty  Lords, 

TH  E  King,  my  mafter,  has 
always  cultivated  the  friend- 
ship of  your  High  Mightinefles, 
and  has  always  looked  upon  the 
alliance  which  has  fq  long  fub- 
fifted  between  the  two  nations  as 
founded  on  the  wifeft  principles, 
and  efiential  to  their  mutual  wel> 


tinefles  of  all  the  circumftances  of 
that  unjuft  war,  and  in  the  cri- 
tical fituation  in  which  ^he  king 
found  himfelf  he  did  not  forget^ 
the  interefts  of  his  ancient  allies, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  fhewed  the 
fincereft  defire  to  favour  the  trad^ 
and  free  navigation  of  the  Re- 
public as  much  as  the  welfare  of 
his  people  would  permit;  he  eveti 
refrained  a  long  time  to  reclain^ 
the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
and  though  he  fulfilled  his  owri 
engagements,  did  not  require  the 
fame  from  your  High  Mighti- 
nefTes ;  the  reclamation  in  quef- 
tion  was  not  made  till  the  united 
forces  of  France  and  Spain  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  England  at 
once,  and  attempt  a  landing,  with 


fare.      The    principalobjeds    of  the  afliftance  of  a  formidabre  fleet, 

that  alliance,  fupported  upon  the  Although  they  were  frultrated  ii> 

ftrong    bafis   of  cOmmoq  rntereft,  that  enterprize,   the    king's   ene- 

are  the  fecurity  and  profpcrlty  of  mies  are  ftill  meditating  the  fame 

the   two  itates,   the  maintenance  projeds  j  and  it  is  by  the  exprefs> 

'  '■'   '  '■'  '  •                     ordei:. 
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order  of  his  Majelly,  that  the  un* 
derwritten  again  renews,  in  the 
iDoft  formal  manner,  the  demand 
of  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  dif- 
ferent treaties,  and  particularly 
that  of  17 16. 

Hitherto  your  High  Mighti- 
nefTes  have  been  filent  upon  this 
eflential  article,  whilftyou  infilled 
upon  a  forced  interpretation  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the 
year  1674,  againll  the  abufe  of 
which  Great-Britain  at  all  times 
proLeflcd.  This  interpretation  can- 
not be  reconciled  with  the  clear 
and  particular  llipulation  of  the 
fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  the  fame  year.  An  article  of 
a  treaty  of  commerce  cannot  an- 
nul fo  eflential  an  article  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  both  are  ex- 
prefsly  comprehended  in  the  prin- 
cipal treaty  of  alliance  of  1678, 
by  which  your  High  MightinefTes 
are  obliged  to  furnilh  his  Ma- 
jefty  with  the  required  fuccours. 
You  are  too  wife  and  too  juft 
not  to  feel  that  all  the  engage- 
inents  between  powers  ought  tp 
be  mutually  and  reciprocally  ob- 
ferved,  and  although  they  were 
agreed  upon  at  different  periods, 
do  alike  bind  the  contrafting  par- 
ties. This  inconteftable  principle 
is  the  more  applicable  here,  as 
the  treaty  of  171$  renews  all  the 
anterior  engagements  between  the 
-Crown  of  England  and  the  Re- 
public,  and  in  a  manner  includes 
them  in  one. 

The  underwritten  had  further 
coders  to  declare  to  your  High 
Mighcineffes,  that  he  was  ready 
to  enter  into  conference  with  you 
to  regulate,  in  an  amicable  man- 
ner, all  that  was  neceffary  to  pre- 
vent a  mifunderftanding,  and  every 
qther  difagreeable  event,  by  con- 


certing raeafures  which  fhould  be 
both  equitable  and  advantageous 
to  the  fubjefts  of  both  countries  ; 
but  this  amicable  overture  was 
refufed  in  a  manner  as  unexpe<Ele(l 
and  extraordinary  as  unufual  be- 
tween two  friendly  powers :  and 
without  paying  any  attention  ei- 
ther to  the  repeated  public  and 
private  reprefentations  relative  to 
convoys,  your  High  MightineflTes 
not  only  granted  thefe  convoys  to 
different  forts  of  naval  ftores,  but 
more  particularly  ordered  that  a 
certain  number  of  men  of  war 
Ibould  be  ready  for  the  future  to 
convoy  naval  ammunition  of  all- 
forts  to  the  ports  of  France,  andf 
that  at  a  time  when  the  fubjcwls  of 
the  republic  enjoyed  by  treaty  a 
liberty  and  extent  of  commerce 
far  beyond  what  the  right  of  na- 
tions grants  to  neutral  powers, 
^This  refolution,'and  the  orders 
given  to  Rear-admiral  Count  By- 
land,  to  oppofe  by  force  thefearch- 
ingofthe  merchant-lhips  brought 
on  an  incident  which  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  king  defired  much  to 
prevent;  but  it  is  notorious,  that 
that  adnrdral,  in  confequence  of 
his  inftrudlons,  fired  firft  at  the 
boats  under  Eng'ifh  colours,  which, 
were  fcnt  to  examine  the  fhips  in 
the  manner  prefcribed  by  the 
treaty  of  1674. 

This  then  is  a  manifeft  ag- 
grefiion,  a  diredl  violation  of  tha^i 
fame  treaty  which  your  High' 
MightinefTes  feem  to  look  upoa 
as  the  mod  facred  of  all.  His 
Majelly  had  before -hand  made 
reiterated  repj-efentations  upon  the 
necefTity  and  juftice  of  the  exa- 
mination, which  had  taken  place 
in  all  analogous  circumftances,  and 
is  fully  authorized  by  the  treaty. 
They  were  apprized  ii^  London, 


3441       ANNUAL   REGISTER,  1780. 


that  a  number  of  veflels  were  at 
the  Texel,  laden  with  naval  ftores, 
and  pa'ticularly  malls,  and  large 
ftip  building  timber,  ready  to 
fail  for  France,  with  or  under  a 
Dutch  convoy.  The  event  prov- 
ed the  truth  of  thefe  informations, 
as  feveral  of  thefe  veflels  were 
found  even  under  the  faid  convoy, 
the  greatelt  part  of  them  efcaped, 
and  furnilhed  France  with  very 
efficacious  fupplies,  of  which  they 
Itood  in  great  need.  Whilft  your' 
High  MightinelTes  thus  aflilled 
the  king's  enemies,  by  favouring 
the  iranfportation  of  thefe  fuc- 
cours,  you  impofed  a  heavy  pe- 
nalty on  thofe  fubjefts  of  the  Re- 
public who  Ihould  fupply  the  gar- 
xifon  of  Gibraltar  with  provifions, 
although  that  place  is  compre- 
hended in  the  general  guarantee 
of  all  the  Britifh  poiTeffions  in  Eu- 
rope, and  although  at  that  mo- 
ment Spain  had  diilurbed  the  trade 
of  the  Republic  in  an  unprece- 
dented  and  outrageous  manner. 

It  is  not  only  on  thefe  occalions 
that  the  condufl  of  your  High 
Mighiinefies  towards  the  king, 
and  towards  the  enemies  of  his 
majefty,  holds  up  a  ftriking  con- 
trail: to  the  impartial  eyes  of  all 
the  world.  No  one  can  be  igno- 
rant of  what  has  pafTed  in  Paul 
Jones's  affair  :  the  afylum  granted 
to  that  pirate  was  direftly  contrary 
to  the  treaty  of  Breda  in  1667, 
and  to  your  High  Mightinefles 
Placard  in  1756;  befides  which, 
although  your  High  Mightineffes 
have,  and  ftill  continue  to  keep  an 
abfolute  filence  relative  to  the  juft 
reclamations  of  his  majefty,  yet, 
upon  the  fimple  requeft  of  the 
Icing's  enemies,  you  affured  them 
you  would  obferve  a  ftrift  and  un  • 
limited   neutrality,   without   any 


exceptions  of  the  ancient  engage- 
ments of  the  Republic,  founded 
on  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  the 
king  is  willing  to  perfuade  him- 
felf,  that  all  that  has  pafled  is 
lefs  to  be  attributed  to  the  real 
fentiments  of  your  High  Mighti- 
nefl'es  than  to  the  artifices  of  his 
enemies,  who,  after  fcwing  dif- 
cord  between  the  members  of  the 
States,  have  by  threats  and  pro- 
mifes  endeavoured  to  fet  them 
againft  their  ancient  ally. 

His  majefty  cannot  think  that 
yoqr  High  Mightineffes  have  re- 
folved  to  abandon  a  fyftem  that 
the  Republic  has  kept  to  for  more 
than  a  century  with  fo  much  fuc- 
cefs  and  fo  much  glory. 

But  if  fuch  is  the  refolution  of 
your  High  Mightineffes;  if  you 
are  determined  to  break  the  al- 
liance with  Great  Britain  by  re- 
fufing  to  fulfil  your  engagements, 
things  will  bear  a  new  face;  the 
king  will  fee  any  fuch  change 
with  a  very  fenfible  regret,  but 
the  confequences  will  be  neceffary 
and  inevitable.  If  by  an  aft  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  the  Re- 
public ceafe  to  be  an  ally  of  hisi 
majefty,  the  relations  between  the 
two  nations  are  totally  changed, 
and  they  have  no  other  connec- 
tions, no  other  ties,  than  thofe 
which  fubfift  between  neutral  pow- 
ers in  friendfhip  and  unity.  Every 
treaty  being  reciprocal,  if  your 
High  Mightineffes  will  not  fulfil 
your  engagements,  the  confe- 
quence  muft  be,  that  thofe  on  the 
part  of  the  king  ceafe  to  be  any 
longer  binding.  It  is  in  depart- 
ing from  thefe  inconteftable  prin- 
ciples, that  his  majefty  has  or- 
dered t/he  underwritten  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightineffes,  in  the 
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BJoft  amicable,  but  yet  the  moft 
ferious  manner,  that  if,  contrary 
to  his  juft  expeftations,  your  High 
Mightinefies  do  not,  in  the  courfe 
of  three  weeks,  from  the  day  of 
the  prefentation  of  this  memorial, 
give  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer  relative 
to  the  fuccours  reclaimed  eight 
months  ago  ;  his  majefly  will  look 
upon  fuch  conduft  as  breaking  off 
the  alliance  on  the  part  of  your 
High  Mightinefies,  and  will  not 
look  upon  the  United  Provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  on  the  foot- 
ing of  other  neutral  powers,  un- 
privileged by  treaty,  and  confe- 
quently  will  fufpend,  till  further 
orders,  all  the  particular  ftipula- 
tions  of  the  treaties  made  in  fa- 
vour of  the  fubjefts  of  the  Repub- 
lic, particularly  thofe  of  the  treaty 
of  1674,  and  will  only  hold  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  right  of 
nations,  which  ferves  as  a  rule  for 
neutral  and  unprivileged  powers. 
Done  at  the  Hague,  March  21, 
1780,  (Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke. 

^be  follmuing  fro'vifional  Anfvoer 
*ujas  gi'veu  to  the  above  Memo- 
rial. 

THAT  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  are  very  defirous  to  coincide 
■with  the  wiflies  of  his  Britifti  ma- 
jefly, by  giving  a  pofitive  anfwer 
to  the  memorial  delivered  by  his 
ambaflador,  but  that  their  High 
Mightinefies  forefee,  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  government  of 
the  Republic,  it  is  impoffible  to 
return  an  anfwer  in  three  weeks 
time,  as  the  memorial  mu(l  be  de- 
liberated upon  by  the  different 
provinces,  and  their  refolutions 
waited  for.  That  their  High 
^lightinefTes  are  aHTured  his  ma. 


jefty  would  not  wifli  rigoroufly  to 
keep  to  the  before  -  mentioned 
time,  that  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes  might  be  able  to  conclude 
upon  an  anfwer  in  a  manner  con- 
formable to  the  conftitution  of 
the  Republic,  in  which  they  had 
no  right  to  make  any  alteration, 
and  they  promife  to  accelerate  the 
deliberations  upon  that  head  as 
much  as  pofiible. 


Declaration  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  Jpril  \jth,    1780. 

WHEREAS  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged 
by  the  uprovoked  ag^reflion  of 
France  and  Sp^tin,  rejpated  me- 
morials have  been  presented  by 
his  majefty's  ambaffador  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, demanding  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  by  treaty ;  to  which  re- 
quifition,  though  ftrongly  called 
upon  in  the  laR  memorial  of  the 
2ift  of  March,  their  High  Migh- 
tinefl'es  have  given  no  anfwer,  nor 
fignified  any  intention  of  comply- 
ing therewith  :  and  whereas  by  the 
non-performance  of  the  cleareft 
engagements,  they  defert  th»  al- 
liance that  has  To  long  fubiilled 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Bri, 
tain  and  the  Republic,  and  place 
themfelves  in  the  condition  of  a 
neutral  power,  bound  tothii  king- 
dom by  no  treaty,  every  princi- 
ple of  wifdom  and  jullice  requires 
th^t  his  majefty  fhould  confider 
them  henceforuard  as>  ftanding 
only  in  that  diltant  relation  in 
which  they  have  placed  them- 
felves: his  majefly  therefore  hav^ 
ing  t-aken  this  matter  ihto  his 
royal  cQnfid^ration,  doth,  by  and 
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with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil, judge  it  expedient  to  carry 
into  immediate  executioti  thofe 
intentions  which  were  formally 
notified  in  the  memorial  prefented 
by  his  ambaffador  on  the  21ft  of 
March  laft,  and  previoufly  figni- 
iied  in  an  official  verbal  declara- 
tion, made  by  Lord  Vifcount 
Stormont,  one  of  his  majelly's 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  to 
Count  Welderen,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  plenipotentiary  from 
the  Republick,  nearly  two  months 
before  the  delivery  of  the  aforefaid 
memorial ;  for  thefe  caufes,  his 
majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  privy  council,  doth  declare, 
that  the  fubjefts  of  the  United 
Provinces  ?re  henceforward  to  be 
confidered  apon  the  fame  footing 
with  thofe  of  other  neutral  ftates 
not  privileged  by  treaty ;  and  his 
majeily  doth  hereby  fufpend,  pro- 
Tifionally,  and  till  further  order, 
all  the  particular  ftipulations  re- 
Ipefting  the  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  in  time  of 
war,  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  now  fubfilling  betwen  his 
majefty  and  the  Republick,  and 
more  particularly  thofe  contained 
in  the  marine  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces,  concluded  at  London, 
December  -fV>  1674. 

From  a  humane  regard  to  the 
interefts  of  individuals,  and  a  de- 
fire  to  prevent  their  fuiFering  by 
any  forprize,  his  majefty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil, doth  declare,  that  the  efFeft 
of  this  his  majefly's  order  fhall 
take  place  at  the  following 
terms,  viz. 

In  the  channel  and  the  North 


feas,   twelve  days  after  the  date 
hereof. 

From  the  channel,  the  Britifh 
feas,  and  the  North  feas,  as  far 
as  the  Canary  Iflands  inclufively, 
either  in  the  ocean  or  Medi terra- 
nean,  the  term  fhali  be  fix  weeks 
from  the  aforefaid  date. 

Three  months  from  the  faid  Ca- 
nary Iflands  as  far  as  the  equinoc- 
tial line  or  equator. 

And  laftly,  fix  months  beyond 
the  faid  line  or    equator,  and  ia. 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  with-^ 
out  any  exception  or  other  more 
particular  defcription  of  time  and 
place, 

Steph,  Cottrel, 


Th  Memorial  prefented  to  their 
High  MightinefTes  by  Prince 
Gallitzin,  the  Rufilan  Miniffery 
on  the  Part  of  the  Empcfs  his  Sd- 
hjercign. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

TH  E  underwritten  envoy  ex- 
traordinary from  the  Em- 
prefs  of  all  the  RufTias  has  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  declaration  which  the 
emprefs  his  fovereign  has  made 
to  the  belligerent  powers.  Your 
High  Mightinefles  may  look  upoa 
this  communication  as  a  particular 
mark  of  the  attention  of  the  Em- 
prefs for  the  Republick,  which  is 
equally  interefled  in  the  reafons 
which  occafioned  the  declaration. 
He  has  further  orders  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightinefles,  in  the 
name  of  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
that  how  defirous  fbever  flie  may 
be  on  the  one  hand  to  maintain 
the  ftridleft  neutrality  during  the 
prefent  war,  yet  her  majefty  is  as 
,detcrmineci 
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determined  to  take  the  moft  effica- 
cious means  to  fupport  the  honour 
of  the  Ruffian  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade,  and  the  navij^ation  of 
her  fubjefts,  and  not  fuffer  either 
to  be  hurt  by  any  of  the  bellige- 
rent powers ;  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  on  this  occafion  any  mif- 
underftanding  or  falfe  interpreta- 
tion, fhe  thought  it  necefTary  to 
fpecify  in  the  declaration  the  li- 
mits of  a  free  trade,  and  what  is 
called  contraband.  That,  if  the 
definition  of  the  former  is  founded 
upon  the  cleareft  notions  of  natu- 
ral right,  the  latter  is  literally 
taken  from  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  Ruffia  and  Great  Britain, 
by  which  her  Imperial  Majefty 
means  inconteftably  to  prove  her 
good  faith  and  impartiality  to- 
wards each  party  ;  that  flie  confe- 
qufently  apprehends  that  the  other 
trading  powers  will  immediately 
copie  iqto  her  way  of  thinking  re- 
lative to.  neutrality. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  her 
Imperial  Majefty  has  ordered  the 
underwritten  to  invite  your  High 
Mightineffes  to  make  a  common  . 
caufe  with  her,  as  fuch  an  union 
may  ferve  to  proteft  the  trade  and 
navigation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obferve  a  ftrift  nea^-vality,  and  to 
communicate  to  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes the  regulation  Ihe  has  in 
confequence  taken. 

The  fame  idvitation  has  been 
made  to  the  Courts  of  Copenha- 
gen, Stockholm,  and  Lifbon,  in 
order  that  by  the  united  endea- 
vours of  all  the  neutral  maritime 
powers,  a  natural  fyftem,  founded 
on  juftice,  might  be  eftablilhed 
and  legalifed  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  neutral  nations,  which  by 
.  its  real  advantages  might  ferve  for 
a  rule  for  future  ages. 


The  underwritten  does  not 
doubt  but  your  High  Mightineffes 
will,  without  delay,  take  the  in- 
vitation of  her  Imperial  Majefty 
into  confideration,  and  concur  iti 
immediately  making  a  declaratioa 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  found- 
ed on  the  fame  principles  as  that 
of  the  emprefs,  explaining  at  the 
fame  time  the  nature  of  a  free 
and  contraband  trade,  conform- 
able to  their  refpedlive  treaties 
with  the  other  nations. 

For  the  reft  the  underwritten 
has  the  honour  to  affure  your 
High  Mightineffes,  that  if,  to 
eftablilh  fuch  a  glorious  and  ad- 
vantageous fyftem  upon  the  moft 
folid  bafts,  they  wiftied  to  open  a 
negociation  with  the  above-men- 
tioned neutral  powers  on  this  fub- 
jed,  the  emprefs,  his  fovereign^ 
is  ready  to  join  you. 

Your  Mightineffes  will  cafily 
fee  the  necefl^ty  of  accelerating 
your  refolutions  upon  objefts  of 
fuch  importance  and  advantage 
for  humanity  in  general.  The 
underwritten  begs  of  you  to  give 
him  a  fpeedy  anfwer. 

Demetri   Prince  Gal- 


LITZIN, 


Hague,  April 'iff   1 7 80. 


Declaration  from    the    Emprefs    of 
*  Ruffia  to  the  Courts  of  London, 
Verfailles,  and  Madrid. 

TH  E  Emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruffias  has  fo  fully  mani- 
fefted  her  fentiments  of  equity  and 
moderation,  and  has  given  fuch 
evident  proofs,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war  that  flie  fupported 
againft  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  the 
regard  ftie  has  for  the  rights  of 
neutrality  and  the  liberty  of  uni- 
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verfal  commerce,  as  all  Europe 
can  witnefs.  This  condudl,  as 
■well  as  the  principles  of  impar- 
tiality that  flie  has  difplayed  dur- 
ing the  prefent  war,  juftly  in- 
fpires  her  with  the  fulleft  confi- 
dence, that  her  fubjedls  would 
peace.ibly  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry  and  the  advantages  be- 
longing to  a  neutral  nation.  Expe- 
rience has  neverthelefs  proved  the 
contrary.  Neither  the  above- 
mentioned  confiderations,  nor  the 
regard  to  the  rights  of  nations, 
have  prevented  the  fubjefls  of  her 
Imperial  Majeityfrom  being  often 
mclefied  in  their  navigation,  and 
flopped  in  their  operations,  by 
thofe  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Thefe  hindrances  to  the  liberty 
of  trade  in  general,  and  to  that 
of  Ruffia  in  particular,  are  of  a 
nature  to  excite  the  attention  of 
all  neutral  nations.  The  emprefs 
finds  herfelf  obli2;ed  therefore  to 
free  it  by  all  the  means  compati- 
ble with  her  dignity  and  the 
well-being  of  her  fubjefts ;  but, 
before  fhe  puts  this  into  execution, 
and  with  a  fjncere  intention  to 
prevent  any  future  infringements, 
flie  thought  it  but  juf^to  publifh 
to  all  Europe  the  principles  fhe 
means  to  follow,  which  are  the 
propereft  to  prevent  any  mifun- 
derftanding,  or  any  occurrences 
that  may  occafion  it,  Her  Impe- 
rial Majefty  does  it  with  the  more 
confidence,  as  fhe  finds  thefe  prin. 
ciples  coincident  with  the  primi- 
tive right  of  nations  which  every 
people  may  reclaim,  and  which 
the  belligerent  powers  cannot  in- 
validate without  violating  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  and  without' 
difavowing  the  maxims  they  have 
adopted  in  the  different  treaties 
^d  public  engagements. 


They  are  reducible  to  the  fol- 
lowing points ; 

Firft,  That  all  neutral  fhlps 
may  freely  navigate  from  port  to 
port,  and  on  the  coafts  of  nations 
at  war. 

Secondly,  That  the  efFeds  be- 
longing to  the  fubjeds  of  the  faid 
warring  powers  fhall  be  free  in  all 
neutral  vefTels,  except  contraband 
merchandife. 

Thirdly,  That  the  emprefs,  as 
to  the  fpecification  of  the  above- 
mentioned  merchandife,  holds  to 
what  is  mentioned  in  the  loth 
and  nth  articles  of  her  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  ex- 
tending her  obligations  to  all  the  ' 
powers  at  war. 

Fourthly,  That,  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  a  blocked-up 
port,  this  is  only  to  be  underflood 
of  one  which  is  fo  well  kept  in  by 
the  fhips  of  the  power  that  attacks 
it,  and  which  keep  their  places, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  enter  in- 
to it. 

Fifthly,  That  thefe  principles 
ferve  as  a  rule  for  proceedings 
and  judgments  upon  the  legality 
of  prizes. 

Ker  Imperial  Majefty,  in  mak- 
ing thefe  points  public,  does  not 
hefitate  to  declare,  that  to  main- 
tain them,  and  to  protect  the  ho- 
nour of  her  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  her 
fubjeds,  fhe  has  prepared  th« 
greateft  part  of  her  maritime  forces. 
This  meafure  will  not,  however,* 
influence  the  flridl  neutrality  fhe 
does  obferve,  and  will  obferve,  fo 
long  as  fhe  is  not  provoked  and 
forced  to  break  the  bounds  of  mo- 
deration and  perfeft  impartiality. 
It  will  be  only  in  this  extremity 
that  her  fleet  have  orders  to  go 
whereve? 
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wherever   honour,    intereft,     and 
need  may  require. 

In  giving  this  folemn  aflurance 
with  the  ufual  opennefs  of  her 
charader,  the  emprefs  cannot  do 
other  than  promife  herfelf  that  the 
belligerent  powers,  convinced  of 
the  fentiments  of  juftice  and  equi- 
ty which  animate  her,  will  con- 
tribute towards  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  thefe  falutary  purpofes, 
which  manifeftly  tend  to  the  good 
of  all  nations,  and  to  the  advan- 
tage even  of  thofe  at  war.  In 
confequence  of  which,  her  Impe- 
rial Majelly  will  furnifti  her  com- 
manding officers  with  inftruflions 
conformable  to  the  above-men- 
tioned principles,  founded  upon 
the  primitive  laws  of  people,  and 
fo  often  adopted  in  their  conven- 
tions. 

Anfwer  from  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Declaration  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia ;  fent  to  the 
Britilh  Envoy  at  Peterfburgh, 
April  z-^y  1780. 

DURING  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  wherein  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jelly finds  himfelf  engaged  through 
the  unprovoked  aggreflion  of 
France  and  Spain,  he  hath  con- 
Han  tly  manifefted  his  fentiments 
of  juftice,  equity,  and  modera- 
tion, in  every  part  of  his  con- 
duft.  His  majefty  hath  afted  to- 
wards friendly  and  neutral  powers 
according  to  their  own  procedure 
refpeding  Great  Britain,  and  con- 
formable to  the  cleareft  principles, 
generally  acknowledged  as  the 
law  of  nations, .  being  the  only 
law  between  powers  where  no 
treaties  fubfift,  and  agreeable  to 
the  tenour  of  his  different  engage- 
ments with  other  powers ;   thofe 


engagements  have  altered  this 
primitive  law,  by  mutual  flipula- 
tions,  proportioned  to  the  will 
and  convenience  of  the  contradling 
parties. 

Strongly  attached  to  her  Ma- 
jefty of  all  the  Ruflias,  by  the 
ties  of  reciprocal  friendfhip,  and 
common  intereft,  the  king,  from 
the  commencement  of  thole  trou- 
bles, gave  the  moft  precife  orders 
refpefting  the  flag  of  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  and  the  commerce  of  her 
fobjefts,  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  tenour  of  the  en- 
gagements ftipulated  by  his  treaty 
of  commerce  with  her,  and  to 
which  he  Ihall  adhere  with  the 
moft  fcrupulous  exadnefs. 

The  orders  to  this  intent  have 
been  renewed,  and  the  utmoft  care 
will  be  taken  for  their  ftrideft  ex- 
ecution. 

It  may  be  prefumed,  not  the 
leaft  irregularity  will  happen  ;  but 
in  cafe  any  infringements,  con- 
trary to  thefe  repeated  orders, 
take  place,  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty, which  in  this,  like  all 
other  countries,  are  eftablifhed  to 
take  cognizance  of  fuch  matters, 
and  in  all  cafes  do  judge  folely  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  by  the 
fpecifick  ftipulations  of  different 
treaties,  will  redrefs  ^qt'j  hard- 
fhip  in  fo  equitable  a  manner, 
that  her  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  be 
perfedly  fatisfied,  and  acknow- 
ledge a  like  fpirit  of  juftice  which 
fhe  herfelf  pofleffes. 

Anfi/jer  from  the  King  of  France 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  EmpreJ* 
o^  Ruffia. 

THE  war  in  which  the  king 
is  engaged  havirtg  no  other  object 
than  the  attachment  of  his  ma- 
jefty 
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jefty  to  the  freedom  of  the  feas, 
he  could  not  but  with  the  trueft 
fatisfaftion  fee  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  aflopt  the  fame  principle, 
and  refolve  to  maintain  it.  That 
which  her  Imperial  Majefty  claims 
from  the  belligerent  powers  is  no 
other  than  the  rules  already  pre- 
fcribed  to  the  French  marine,  the 
execution  of  which  is  maintained 
with  an  exaftitude  known  aiid  ap- 
plauded by  all  Europe. 

The  liberty  of  neutral  veiTels, 
reftrained  only  in  a  few  cafes,  is 
the  direft  confequence  of  neutral 
right,  the  fafeguard  of  all  nations, 
and  the  relief  even  of  thofe  at  war. 
The  king  has  been  defirous,  not 
only  to  procure  a  freedom  of  na- 
vigation to  the  fubjefts  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  but  to  thofe  of 
all  the  ftates  who  hold  their  neu- 
trality, and  that  upon  the  fame 
conditions  as  are  announced  in 
the  treaty  to  which  his  majefty 
this  day  anfwers. 

His  majefty  thought  he  had 
taken  a  great  ftep  for  the  general 
good,  and  prepared  a  glorious 
epocha  for  his  reign,  by  fixing,  by 
his  example,  the  rights  which 
every  belligerent  power  may,  and 
ought  to  acknowledge  to  be  due 
to  neutral  veflels.  His  hopes  have 
not  been  deceived,  as  the  emprefs, 
in  avowing  the  ftrifteft  neutrality, 
has  declared  in  favour  of  a  fyftem 
which  the  king  is  fupporting  at 
the  price  of  his  people's  blood, 
and  that  her  majefty  adopts  the 
fame  rights  as  he  would  wifti  to 
make  the  bafis  of  the  maritime 
code. 

If  frefli  orders  were  neceflary  to 
prevent  the  veflels  of  her  Imperial 
Majesty  from  being  difturbed  in 
their  navigation  by  the  fubjefts  of 
the  king,  his  majefty  would  im- 
mediately   give    them  ;    but   the 


emprefs  will  no  doubt  be  fatisfied 
with  the  difpofitions  made  by  his 
majefty  in  the  regulations  he  has 
publifhed.  They  do  not  hold  by 
circumftances  only,  but  they  are 
founded  on  the  right  of  nations, 
and  quite  fuitable  to  a  prince 
who  finds  the  happinefs  of  his 
own  kingdom  in  that  of  general 
profperity.  The  king  wifties  her 
Imperial  Majefty  would  add  to 
the  means  ftie  has  fixed  to  de- 
termine what  merchandizes  are 
reckoned  contraband  in  time  of 
war,  precife  rules  in  the  form  of 
the  fea-papers  with  which  the 
Ruffian  ftiips  will  be  furnilhed. 

With  this  precaution,  his  ma- 
jefty is  alTured  nothing  will  hap- 
pen to  make  him  regret  the  hav- 
ing put  the  Ruffian  navigators  on 
as  advantageous  a  footing  as  can 
be  in  time  of  war.  Happy  cir- 
cumftances have  more  than  once 
occurred  to  prove  to  the  courts 
how  important  it  is  for  them  to 
explain  themfelves  freely  relative 
to  their  refpedlive  interefts. 

His  majefty  is  very  happy  to 
have  explained  his  way  of  think- 
ing to  her  Imperial  Majefty  upon 
fo  interefting  a  point  for  Ruffia, 
and  the  trading  powers  of  Europe^ 
He  the  more  fincerely  applauds 
the  principles  and  views  of  the 
emprefs,  as  his  majefty  partakes 
of  the  fame  fentiments  which  have 
brought  her  majefty  to  adopt 
thofe  meafures,  which  muft  be  to 
the  advantage  of  her  own  fubjefts, 
and  all  other  nations. 

Verf allies,  April  Z^,  1 780. 

Anfwer  from   the   King   of  Spain,' 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia. 

THE  king,  being  informed  of 
the  emprefs's  fentiments  with  re- 


STATE     PAPERS. 


[3S< 


fpe£l  to  the  belligerent  and  neu 
tral    powers,    by    a   memorial    re 
mitted  to  the  Compte  de   Florida  . 
Blanca,  on  the  15th  inft.  by  Mr. 
Etienne  de  Zinowief,  Minifter  to 
her   Imperial    Majefty  :    the   king 
confiders    this  as    the    effeft   of  a 
juft   confidence  which  his  majefty 
has  on  his  part  merited  ;  and  it  is 
yet  more  agreeable  that  the  prin- 
ciples adopted   by   this    fovereign 
fliould  be  the  fame  as  have  always 
guided  the  king,   and  which   his 
majefty  has  for  a  long  time,  but 
without    fuccefs,    endeavoured    to 
caufe  England   to  obferve,   while 
Spain    remained    neuter.      Thefe 
principles  are  founded  in  juftice, 
equity,  and  moderation  ;  and  thefe 
fame  principles  Ruffia  and  all  the 
other  powers  have  experienced  in 
the  refolutions  formed  by  his  ma- 
jefty ;    and    it   has    been   entirely 
owing  to  the  conduft  of  the  Eng- 
H(h  navy,  both  in  the  laft  and  the 
prefent    war    (a   condutt    wholly 
fubverfive  of  the  received  rules  a- 
mong   neutral    powers)     that   his 
majefty  has  been  obliged  to  follow 
their  example;  fince  the  Englifti 
paying  no  refpedl  to  a  neutral  flag, 
if  the  fame  be  laden  with  efFeds 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  even  if 
the  articles  fhould  not  be  contra^ 
band,  and  that  flag  not  ufing  any 
means   of  defending   itfelf,  there 
could  not  be  atiy  juft  caufe  why 
Spain  (hould  not  make  reprifals, 
to  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  great 
difadvantages   fhe   muft   otherwife 
labour  under.     The  neutral  pow- 
ers have  alfo  laid  themfelves  open 
to  the   inconveniences    they  have 
fufFered,  by  furniftiing  themfelves 
with    double    papers,    and    other 
artifices,    to   prevent    the   capture 
©f  their  veffels  •"  from  which  have 
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followed  captures  and  detentions 
innumerable,  and  other  difagree- 
able  confequences,  though  in  rea- 
lity not  fo  prejudicial  as  pretend- 
ed ;  on  the  contrary,  fome  of  thefe 
detentions  have  turned  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  proprietors,  as  the 
goods,  being  fold  in  the  port 
where  they  were  condemned,  nave 
frequently  gone  off  at  a  higher 
price  than  they  would  have  done  a€ 
the  place  of  their  deftination. 

The  king,  neverthelefs,  not  con- 
tented  with    thefe   proofs    of   his 
juftification,  which  have  been  ma- 
nifeft  to  all  Europe,  will  this  day 
have  the  glory  of  being  the  firft  to 
give  the  example  of  refpefting  the 
neutral  flag  of  all  the  courts  that 
have  confented,  or  fliall  confent, 
to  defend  it,  till  his  majefty  finds 
what  part  the  Englifh  navy  takes, 
and   whether   they  will,    together 
with  their  privateers,  keep  withia 
proper  bounds.     And  to  fhew  to 
all  the  neutral  powers  how  much 
Spain  is  defirous  of  obferving  the 
fame  rules  in  time  of  war  as  fhe 
was  direfted  by  whilft  neuter,  his 
majefty    conforms    to    the    other 
points  contained  in  the  declaration 
of  Ruflia.     To  be  underftood,  ne- 
verthelefs,   that,   with   regard   to 
the    blockade   of    Gibraltar,    the 
danger  of  entering  fubfifts,  as  de- 
termined by  the  fourth  article  of 
the  faid  declaration.     Thefe  dan- 
gers  may,    however,    be   avoided 
by  the  neutral  powers,  if  they  con- 
form to  thofe  rules  of  precaution 
ertabliined  by  his  majefty's  decla- 
ration of  the  15th  of  laft  March, 
which  has  been  communicated  to 
the    Court  of  Peterfburg    by   his 
minifter. 

Florida  Blanca. 
At  Aranjue%,  18  Aprils  1780. 

Deda- 
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Declaration  of  the  King  of  Den- 
mark and^oTW&yy  to  the  Courts 
o/"  London,  Verfailles,  and  Ma.- 
drid. 

IF  the  moft  exaft  and  perfeft 
neutrality,  with  the  moft  re- 
gular navigation,  and  the  moft 
inviolable  refpecl  to  treaties,  could 
have  kept  free  the  commerce  of 
the  fubjedls  of  the  King  of  Den- 
mark and  Norway  from  the  in- 
roads of  the  powers  with  whom 
he  is  at  peace,  free  and  inde- 
pendent, it  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  meafures  to  infure  to 
his  fubjefts  that  liberty  to  which 
they  have  the  moft  incontroverti- 
ble right.  The  King  of  Denmark 
has  always  founded  his  glory, 
and  his  grandeur,  upon  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  other  people. 
It  has  been  his  rule,  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  to  tcftify 
to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a 
conduft  the  moft  capable  of  con- 
vincing them  of  his  pacific  inten- 
tions, and  of  his  defire  to  contri- 
bute tp  the  general  happinefs  of 
Europe.  His  proceedings  have 
always  been  conformable  to  thefe 
principles,  againft  which  nothing 
can  be  alledged  ;  he  has  not,  till 
now,  addrefled  himfelf,  but  to 
the  powers  at  war,  to  obtain  a 
redrefs  of  his  griefs  ;  and  he  has 
never  wanted  moderation  in  his 
demands,  nor  acknowledgments 
when  they  have  received  the  fuc- 
cefs  they  deferved  :  but  the  neu- 
tral navigation  has  been  too  often 
molefted,  and  the  moft  innocent 
commerce  of  his  fubjeds  too 
frequently  troubled  ;  fo  that  the 
king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  take 
proper  meafures  to  affure  to  him- 
ielf  and  his  allies  the  fafety  of 
commerce    and    navigation,    and 


the  maintenance  of  the  infeparable 
rights  of  liberty  and  independence^ 
If  the  duties  of  neutrality  are  fa- 
cred,  the  law  of  nations  has  alfo 
its  rights  avowed  by  all  impartial 
powers,  eftabliftied  by  cuftom,  and 
founded  upon  equity  and  reafon. 
A  nation  independent  and  neuter, 
does  not  lofe  by  the  war  of  others 
the  rights  which  fhe  had  before 
the  war,  becaufe  peace  exifts  be- 
tween her  and  all  the  belligerent 
'powers.  Without  receiving  or 
being  obliged  to  follow  the  laws 
of  either  of  them,  (he  is  allowed 
to  follow,  in  all  places  (contra- 
band excepted)  the  traffic  which 
fhe  would  have  a  right  to  do,  if 
peace  exifted  with  all  Europe,  as 
it  exifts  with  her.  The  king  pre- 
tends to  nothing  beyond  what  the 
neutrality  allows  him.  This  is 
his  rule,  and  that  of  his  people; 
and  the  king  cannot  accord  to  the 
principle,  that  a  power  at  war  has- 
a  right  to  interrupt  the  commerce 
of  his  fubjefts.  He  thinks  it  due 
to  himfelf,  and  his  fubjefts,  faith- 
ful obfervers  of  thefe  rules,  and 
to  the  powers  at  war  themfelves, 
to  declare  to  them  the  following 
principles,  which  he  has  always 
held,  and  which  he  will  always 
avow  and  maintain,  in  concert 
with  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias, 
whofe  fentiments  he  finds  entirely 
conformable  with  his  own.  * 

I.  That  neutral  vefiels  have  a 
right  to  navigate  freely  from  port 
to  port,  even  on  the  coafts  of  the 
powers  at  war. 

II.  That  the  efFefts  of  the  fub- 
jedls of  the  powers  at  war  Ihall  be 
free  in  neutral  veffels,  except  fuch 
as  are  deemed  contraband. 

III.  That  nothing  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  under  the  denominations 
of  contraband,   that    is   not    ex- 

I  prefsly 
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]prefsly  mentioned  as  fuch  in  the 
third  article  of  his  treaty  6f  com- 
ttierce  with  Great  Britain,  in  the 
year  1670,  and  "the  2;6th  and  27th 
articles  of  his  treaty  of  commerce 
with  France,  in  the  year  1742  ; 
and  the  king  will  equally  main- 
tain thefe  rules  with  thofe  powers 
with  w)iom  he  has  ho  treaty. 

IV.  That  he  will  loblc  upon 
A's  a  fort  blocked  up,  into  which 
no  veffel  can  enter  without  evi- 
dent danger,  on  account  of  veflels 
6f  war  ftationed  there,  whrch  form 
an  eiFeflual  blockade. 

V.  Tha't  thefe  principles  ferve 
for  rules  in  procedure,  and  that 
Juftice  fh^ll  be  expeditiously  ren- 
dered, after  the  rules  of  the  fea. 
Conformably  to  treaty  and  ufage 
ieceived. 

VI.  His  majefty  does  not  hcfi- 
'tate  to  declare,  that  he  will  main- 
tain thefe  principles  with  the  ho- 
jioer  of  his  flag,  and  'the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  his 
fubjeds';  and  that  it  is  for  this 
purpofe  he  has  armed  a  part  of 
iiis  navy,  although  he  is  defirous 
to  preferve,  with  all  the  powers 
at  wa'f,  not  only  a  good  under- 
■fianding,  but  all  the  friend fiiip 
which  the  neutrality  can  adroit  of. 
The  king  will  never  recede  from 
thefe  principles,  Unlefs  he  is 
forced  to  iti  he  knows  the  duties 
and  the  obligraiohs,  he  refpe^Vs 
tiiem  as  hfe  does  liis  treaties,  and 
ilefires  no  other  than  to  maintain 
them.  His  majefty  is  perfuaded, 
that  the  belligerent  powers  wi^i 
acknowledge  the  juftice  of  his  mo- 
tives ;  that  they  will  be  &s  averfe  as 
himfelftb  doing  any  thing  that  may 
Opprefs  the  libel-ties  of  mankind, 
and  that  they  will  give  their  or- 
ders   to  their    admiralty  and  to 
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their  officers,  conformably  to  the 
principles  above  recited,  which 
tend  to  the  general  happinefs  and 
intereft  of  all  Europe. 

Copenhagen,  July  8,  I780. 


Declaration  of  the  King  o/Swedea 
to  the  fame  Courts. 

EVER  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  war,  the  king 
has  taken  particular  care  to  mani- 
feft  his  iatentions  to  all  Europe. 
He  irtipofed  unto  himfelf  the  Uw 
of  a  perfeft  neutrality  ;  he  ful- 
filled all  the  duties  thereof,  with 
the  moft  fcrupulous  exaftitude ; 
and  in  confecjuence  thereof,  he 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  all 
the  prerogatives  naturally  apper- 
taining to  the  qualification  of  a 
fovereign  perfectly  neater,  But 
notwithftanding  this,  his  commer- 
cial fubjeds  have  been  obliged  to 
claim  hii  proteftion,  and  his  ma- 
jefty has  found  himfelf  uhdet  the 
neceffity  to  grant  it  to  them. 

To  effedl  this,  the  king  .ordered 
laft  year  a  certain  number  of  men 
of  war  to  be  fitted  out.  He  em- 
ployed a  part  thereof  on  the  coafts 
of  his  kingdom,  and  the  reft, 
ferv6d  as  convoys  for  the  Swedilh 
merchant  (hips  in  the  different  feas 
which  the  commerce  of  his  fub- 
jedls  required  them  to  navigate. 
He  acquainted  the  feveral  belli- 
gerent powers  with  thef6  mea- 
fui-es  and  \X'as  preparing  to  con- 
tinue the  fame  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  when  other  courts, 
who  had  likewife  adopted  a  per- 
fect neutrality,  communicated 
their  fentiments  unto  him,  v^hich. 
the  king  found  entirely  conform- 
able to  his  own,  and  tending  to 
the  fame  objeft, 

m  The 
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The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  caufed 
a  declaration  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Courts  of  London,  Verfailles, 
and  Madrid,  in  which  fheacquainc- 
ed  theiti  of  her  refolution  to  pro- 
teft  the  commerce  of  her  fubjeds, 
and  to  defend  the  univerfal  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  neiitral  na-- 
tions.  This  dec'laration  was  found- 
ed upon  fuch  jqft  principles  of  the 
law,  of  nations  and  the  fubfifting 
treaties,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
call  them  into  queftion.  The 
king  found  them  entirely  concor- 
dant with  his  own  caufe,  and 
with  the  treaty  concluded  in  the 
year  1666,  between  Sweden  and 
France ;  and  his  majefty  could 
not  forbear  to  acknowledge  and 
to  adopt  the  fame  principles,  not 
only  with  regard  to  thofe  powers, 
with  whom  the  faid  treaties  are  in 
force,  but  alfo  with  regard  to  fuch 
others  as  are  already  engaged  in 
the  prefent  war,  or  may  be  in- 
volved therein  hereafter,  and  with 
whom  the  king  has  no  treaties  to 
reclaim.  It  is  the  univerfal  law, 
and  when  there  are  no  particu- 
lar engagements  exifting,  it  be- 
comes obligatory  upon  all  na- 
tions. 

In  confequence  thereof,  the  king 
declares  hereby  again,  **  That  he 
will  pbferve  the  fame  neutrality, 
and  with  the  fame  exactitude  as 
he  has  hitherto  done.  He  will 
enjoin  all  his  fubjefts,  under  ri- 
gorous pains,  not  to  aft  in  any 
manner  whatever  contrary  to  the 
duties  which  a  ftrifl  neutrality 
ampofes  unto  them  ;  but  he  will 
eifedlually  proteft  their  lawful 
commerce,  by  all  poffible  means, 
whenever  they  carry  on  the  fame, 
conformably  to  the  principles  here 
above  mentioned. 


Explafiation  nuhich  the  Court  of 
Sweden  has  dejtianded,  relati've 
to  the  Propo/al  'which  the  Court 
c^  Ruffia  has  made  for  the  reci- 
procal Protci^ion  and  Navigation 
of  their  SubjeBs, 
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OWand  in  what  manner 
a    reciprocal      proteftion 
and    mutual    affillance    Ihall    be 
given. 

II.  Whether  each  particular 
power  fhall  be  obliged  to  proteft 
the  general  commerce  of  the 
whole,  or  if  in  the  mean  time  it 
may  employ  a  part  of  its  arma- 
ment in  the  prote6\ioa  of  its  own. 
particular  commerce. 

III.  If  feveral  of  thefe  combined 
fquadrons  ftiould  meet,  or,  for  ex- 
ample, one  or  more  of  their  vef- 
fels,  what  (hall  be  the  rule  of 
their  condudt  towards  each  other, 
and  how  far  fliall  tke  neutral  pro- 
teftion  extend. 

IV.  It  feems  eflential  to  agree 
upon  the  manner  in  which  reprc- 
fentations  fhall  be  made  to  the 
powers  at  war,  if,  notwithfland- 
ing  our  meafures,  their  fhips  of 
war,  or  armed  veflels,  fhould  con- 
tinue to  interrupt  our  commerce 
in  any  manner.  Mufl;  thefe  re- 
monflrances  be  made  in  the  gene- 
ral name  of  the  united  powers,  or 
fitall  each  particular  power  plead 
its  own  caufe  only  ? 

V.  Laftly,  it  appears  elTentially 
neceiiary  to  provide  againfl  this 
pofiible  event,  where  one  of  the 
united  powers  feeing  itfelf  driven 
to  extremities  againft  any  of  the 
powers  actually  at  war,  fhould 
claim  the  affiflance  of  the  allies  in 
this  convention  to  do  herjultice; 
in  what  manner  can  this  be  befl 
conceited  f  A  circumllance  which 

equally 


STATE     PAPERS. 


Uss 


fequaiiy  requires  a  ftipulation,  that 
the  reprifals  in  that  cafe  Ihall  nOt 
be  at  the  will  of  fuch  party  inju- 
i"ed,  but  that  the  common  voice 
fliall  decide :  otherwife  an  indi- 
Vidul  power  might  at  its  pleafure 
draw  the  reft  againft  their  incli- 
nations and  interefts  into  difagree- 
able  extremities,  or  break  the 
whole  league,  and  reduce  matters 
into  their  original  ftate,  which 
Would  render  the  whole  fruitlefs 
and  of  no  effedl. 

jfn/iver  of  the  Court  o/Ruffia. 

I.  A  S  to  the  manner  in  which 
/\.  protedlion  and  mutual  af- 
fillance  ihall  be  granted,  it  muft 
be  fettled  by  a  formal  convention, 
to  which  all  the  neutral  powers 
will  be  invited,  the  principal  end 
of  which  isj  to  infure  a  free  na- 
vigation to  the  merchant  fhips 
of  all  nations.  Whenever  fuch 
veflel  fhall  have  proved  from  its 
papers  that  it  carries  no  contra- 
band goods,  the  proteftion  of  a 
fquadron,  or  veffels  of  war,  Ihall 
be  granted  her,  under  whofe  care 
ihe  fhall  put  herfelf,  and  which 
fhall  prevent  her  being  interrupt- 
ed. From  hence  it  follows : 

II.  That  each  power  muft  con- 
cur in  the  general  fecurity  of 
commerce.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  better  to  accomplifti  this  ob- 
jeft,  it  will  be  necelTary  to  fettle, 
by  means  cf  a  feparate  article, 
the  places  and  diftances  which 
may  be  judged  proper  for  the  fta- 
tion  of  each  power.  From  that 
method  will  arife  this  advantage, 
that  all  the  fquadronsof  the  allies 
will  form  a  kind  of  chain,  and  be 
able  to  affift  each  other  ;  the  par- 
ticular arrangement  to  be  confined 
only  to  the  knowledge  of  the  al- 


lies, though  the  convention  in  all 
other  points,  will  be  communica- 
ted to  the  powers  at  war,  accom- 
panied with  all  the  proteftations 
of  a  ftrift  neutrality. 

III.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  perfedl  equality,  which 
muft  regulate  this  point.  We 
fhall  follow  the  common  mode 
with  regard  to  fafety.  In  cafe 
the  fquadrohs  fhould  meet  and 
eng;age,  the  commanders  will  con- 
form to  the  ufages  of  the  fea  itr- 
vice>  becaufe,  as  is  cbferved 
above,  the  reciprocal  proteftion, 
under  ihefe  conditions,  fhould  be 
unlimited. 

IV.  It  feems  expedient  that  the 
reprefentations  mentioned  in  this 
article  be  made  by  the  party  ag- 
grieved ;  and  that  the  minifters  of 
the  other  confederate  powers  fup- 
port  thofe  remonftrances  in  the 
moft  forcible  and  efficacious  man- 
ner, 

V.  We  feel  all  the  importance 
of  this  confideration  ;  and,  to  ren- 
der it  clear,  it  is  necefTary  to  diflia- 
guifh  the  cafe. 

If  any  one  of  the  allied  powers 
fhould  fufFer  itfelf  to  be  drawn  in 
by  motives  contrary  to  the  efla- 
blifhed  principles  of  a  neutrality 
and  perfcdl  impartiality,  fhould 
injure  its  laws,  or  extend  their 
bounds,  it  cannot  certainly  be  ex- 
pected that  the  others  fhould 
cfpoufe  the  quarrel  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, fuch  a  conduct  would  be 
deemed  an  abandoning  the  ties 
which  unite  them.  But  if  the  in- 
fult  offered  to  one  of  the  allies 
fhould  be  hoftile  to  the  principles 
adopted  and  announced  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe,  or  fhould  be 
marked  with  the  charadler  of  Jia«- 
tred  and  animofity,  infpired  by 
refentment,    thefe  common   mea- 
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{ares  of  the  confederacy,  which 
have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
make,  in  a  precife  and  irrevocable 
manner,  laws  for  the  liberty  of 
commerce,  and  the  rights  of  every 
neutral  nation,  then  it  fhall  be 
lield  indifpenfable  for  the  united 
powers  to  makfc  a  common  caufe 
of  it  (at  fea  Only)  without  its 
being  a  ground -work  for  other 
operations,  as  thefe  connexions 
are  purely  maritime,  having  no 
other  objeft  than  naval  commerce 
and  navigation. 

From  all  that  is  faid  above,  it 
evidently  refults,  that  the  com- 
mon will  of  all,  founded  upon 
the  principles  admitted  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  contratting  parties,  muft 
alone  decide,  and  that  it  will  al- 
"  ways  be  the  fixed  bafis  of  the  con- 
duft  and  operations  of  this  union. 
Finally,  we  ftiall  obferve,  that 
thefe  conventions  fuppofe  no  other 
naval  armament  than  what  fhall 
be  conformable  to  circumftances, 
according  as  thofe  fhall  render 
them  necefTary,  or  as  may  be 
agreed.  It  is  probable  that 
this  agreement,  once  ratified  and 
eftabliflied,  will  be  of  the  greateft 
confequence  ;  and  that  the  belli- 
gerent powers  will  find  in  it  fufH- 
cient  motives  to  perfuade  them  to 
refpeft  the  neutral  flag,  and  pre- 
vent their  provoking  the  refent- 
ment  of  a  refpedable  communion, 
founded  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
mott  evident  julHce,  and  the  fole 
idea  of  which  is  received  with  the 
univerfa!  applaufeof  all  impartial 
Europe. 


Papers  nvhich  'were  communicated 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  hy  exprefs 
Orders  from  the  King  his  UafteVy 
to  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince 


Stadt holder,  and  <TJuhich  luen  takett 
out  of  Mr.  Laurens'/  Trunk, 

THE  following  are  the  out- 
lines of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, which,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  and  inftruftions  of  Mr. 
Engelbert  Francis  Van  Berkel, 
Counfellor  and  Penfionary  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  direfted  to 
me,  John  de  Neufville,  citizen  of 
the  faid  city  of  Amfterdam,  1  have 
examined,  weighed,  and  regu- 
lated with  William  Lee,  Efq; 
commifTioner  from  the  Congrefs, 
as  a  treaty  of  commerce,  dellined. 
to  be  or  as  might  be  concluded 
hereafter,  between  their  High 
MightinefTes  the  States- General 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America. 

Done  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,    the 
4th  of  September,  1778. 

Signed,  John  de  NEtrFViLL^. 

I  hereby  certify  that  theabove  is 

a  true  copy. 
Signed,  SamuelW.Stokton. 

No.  L  Treaty  of  Jmity  and  Commerce 
bttixjeen  the  Republic  of  Holla7td 
and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

THE  preamble  recites,  that 
the  faid  contradling  ftates 
of  Holland  and  America,  wilhing 
to  eflablifh  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
have  refolved  to  fix  it  on  the  bafis 
of  a  perfcft  equality,  and  the  re- 
ciprocal utility  arifing  from  the 
equitable  laws  of  a  free  trade; 
provided  that  the  contrafling  par- 
ties (hall  be  at  liberty  to  admit, 
as  they  think  good,  other  nations 
to  partake  of  the  advantages  ari- 
fiDg  from  the  faid  trade.    ACluat- 
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ed  by  the  above  equitable  princi- 
ples, the  foremen tioned  contradl- 
ing  parties  have  agreed  on  the 
following  articles  : 

Art,  I.  There  (hall  be  a  perma- 
nent, unalterable,  and  univerfal 
peace  and  amity,  eftablilhed  be- 
tween their  High  Mightinefles  of 
theSeven  ProvincesofHolland,and 
the  United  States  of  North  Ameri- 
ca; as  well  as  between  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjeds,  iflands,  towns  and 
territories,  fituate  under  the  jurif- 
diftion  of  the  refpeftive  ftates 
above  mentioned,  and  their  inha- 
bitants, without  any  diftinftion 
whatfoever  of  perfons  or  fexes. 

II.  The  fubjefts  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland  (hall  be  lia- 
ble only  to  fuch  duties  as  are  paid 
by  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of 
North  America,  in  all  the  coun- 
tries, ports,  iflands,  and  towns 
belonging  to  the  faid  ftates  ;  and 
fhall  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties, 
privileges,  immunities  and  ex- 
emptions in  their  trade  and  navi- 
gation, common  to  the  faid  na- 
tives and  inhabitants,  when  the 
fubjefts  of  Holland  (hall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  pafs  from  one  American 
ftate  to  another,  as  well  as  when 
bound  from  thence  to  any  part  of 
the  world. 

III.  The  privileges,  &c.  granted 
by  the  foregoing  article  to  the 
State_9  of  Holland,  are,  by  the 
prefent,  confirmed  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  North  America. 

IV.  The  refpeftive  fubjefts  of 
the  contrading  parties,  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  countries, 
iflands,  or  towns  belonging  to  the 
faid  parties,  (hall  be  at  liberty, 
without  producing  a  writtea  per- 
milTion,  private  or  public  pafs, 
to  travel  by  land  or  water,  or  in 
^hat«ve;  macner  they  think  he&t 
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through  the  kingdoms,  territories, 
provinces,  &c.  or  dominions  what- 
ever, of  cither  of  the  confederat- 
ed ftates,  to  have  their  free  egrefs 
and  regrefs,  to  remain  in  the  faid 
places,  and  during  the  whole 
time  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe 
every  thing  nece(rary-to  their  own 
fubliftence  and  ufe  :  they  ftiall  alfo 
be  treated  with  every  mark  of  re- 
ciprocal friend(hip  and  favour. 
Provided  neverthelefs,  that  in 
every  circumflance  they  demean 
themfelves  in  perfedl  conformity 
with  the  laws,  ftatutes,  and  or- 
dinances of  thofe  faid  kingdoms, 
towns,  &c.  where  they  may  fo- 
journ  ;  treating  each  other  with 
mutual  friendlhip,  and  keeping 
up  among  themfelves  the  moft  per- 
fe£l  harmony,  by  means  of  a  con- 
flan  t  correfpondence, 

V.  The  fubjefts  of  the  contraft- 
ing  powers,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
all  places   belonging  to   the  faid 
powers,  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  car- 
ry their  (hips  and  goods  (filch  as 
are   not  forbidden  by  the  law  of 
therefpeftive  ftates)  into  all  ports, 
places,  &c.  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,   and    to    tarry,     without 
any  limitation   of  time :  to  hire 
whole  houfes,  or  in  part :  to  bujT 
and    purchafe    from    the    manu- 
fafturer  or  retailer,  either  in  the 
public     markets,    fairs,    &c.    all 
forts  of  goods   and   merchandize 
not  forbidden   by  any  particular 
law  :    to  open   warehouses  for  the 
fale  of  goods  and  effefts  imported 
from  other  parts  :  nor  (hall   they 
be  at  any  time  forced  againlt  their 
confent,  to  bring  the  faid  goods 
and  ware   to    the    markets    and 
fairs ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
they  do  not  difpofe  of  them   by 
retail,    or    elfewhere :    they  (hall 
not,  however,  be  liable  ;o  any  t*x 
[2J5  >C 


^358}       ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780. 


or  duties,  on  this  or  any  other  ac- 
count^ except  thofe  only  which 
are  to  be  paid  for  their  fhips  or 
goods,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  refpeftiye 
ftates,  and  at  the  rate  ftipulated 
by  the  prefent  treaty.  Moreover, 
they  fhall  be  entirely  at  liberty  to 
depart,  without  the  leaft  hin- 
drance, (this  extends  alfo  to  their 
wives,  children,  and  fuch  fer- 
vants  who  may  be  defirous  to  fol- 
low their  mafter)  and  to  take 
with  them  all  goods  bought  or 
imported  at  any  time;  and  for 
fuch  places  as  they  may  think 
proper,  by  land,  or  fea,  or  rivers, 
or  lakes;  all  privileges,  laws, 
conceflions,  immunities,  &c.  to 
the  contrary  notwithilanding. 

VI.  In  regard  to  religious  wor- 
fliip,  the  moll  unb  unded  liberty 
{hall  be  granted  to  the  fubjeds  of 
the  faid  confederate  ftates,  for 
themfelves  and  families.  They 
ihall  not  be  compelled  to  frequent 
the  churches,  &c.  but  ftiall  have 
full  liberty  to  perform  divine  fer- 
vice,  after  their  own  manner, 
without  any  mc;eftation  in  either 
church  or  chapel,  or  private 
houfes  (apertis  forihus).  It_  is 
farther  provided,  that  any  fubjeft 
of  one  of  the  contrafting  powers 
dying  in  any  place  belonging  to 
the  other,  fhall  be  interred  in  de- 
cent and  convenient  places,  al- 
lotted for  that  purpofe,  and,  in 
line,  that  no  infult  Ihall,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
be  offered  to  the  dead  or  interred 
bodies. 

VII.  It  is  farther  agreed  and 
fettled,  that  in  all  duties,  im- 
pofts,  taxes,  &c.  laid  on  goods, 
perfons,  merchandize,  &c.  of  each 
and  every  fubjeft  of  the  contraft- 
ing  powers,  under  any  deaomina- 


tion  whatfoever,  the  faid  fabje£ls» 
inhabitants,  &c.  fhall  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  franchifes,  immunities, 
either  in  the  courts  of  juftice, 
and  in  every  matter  of  trade, 
commerce,  or  any  other  cafe,  and 
fhall  be  treated  with  the  fame 
favour  and  dillindion  hitherto 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted 
to  any  foreign  nation  whatfoever. 
>  VIII.  Their  High  Mightinefles, 
the  States  General  of  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  fliall  ufe  the 
moll  efficacious  means  in  their 
power,  to  proteft  the  fhips  and 
goods  belonging  to  any  of  the 
Urit.d  States  of  America,  be 
the"  private  or  public  property, 
when  in  the  ports,  roads,  or  feas 
adjoining  the  faid  iflands,  &c.  be- 
longing to  their  faid  High  Mighti^ 
nefles,  and  to  ufe  all  their  endea- 
vours to  bring  about  a  reftitution 
to  be  made  to  the  owners,  or  their 
agents,  of  all  vefl'els  and  goods 
captured  within  their  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  and  the  fhips  of  war  be- 
longing to  their  faid  High  Migh- 
tinefTes  fhall  take  under  their 
protedion,  and  convoy  the  fhips 
belonging  to  the  faid  American 
States,  or  any  of  the  fubjedls  or 
inhabitants  thereof,  following  the 
fame  courfe,  and  defend  the  faid 
fhips  as  long  as  they  fail  in  com- 
pany, againll  all  attacks,  violence, 
or  oppreffion,  in  like  manner  as 
they  are  in  duty  bound  to  defend 
the  fhips  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nefTes  the  Seven  United  Provinces 
of  Holland, 

IX.  By  this  article,  the  fame 
obligation  is  laid  on  the  Ameri- 
can States,  in  favour  of  the  fhipW 
ping,  iSic.  belonging  to  thofe  of 
Holland. 

X.  Their  High  MightinefTes 
the  Stales  of  Holland  ihall  inter- 
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pofe,  and  employ  their  ^ood  offi- 
ces in  favour  of  the  faid  Ameri- 
can States,  their  fubjefts  and  in- 
habitants, with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  the  Regencies  of  Al- 
giers, Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  and 
all  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary  and 
Africa,,  and  with  the  fubjeds  of 
the  faid  powers,  that  the  Ihips, 
•&C.  of  the  faid  Americ'iin  States, 
be  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  the 
bell  advantage,  protefted  againft 
the  violences,  infults,  depreda- 
tions, &c.  of  the  abovefaid  princes 
and  fubjefts  on  the  coaft  of  Bar- 
bary and  Africa. 

XI.  It  (hall  be  permitted  and 
granted  to  each  and  every  fubjeft 
and  inhabitant  of  the  contracting 
powers,  to  leave,  bequeath,  or 
difpofe  of,  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  or 
at  their  death,  all  effeds,  goods, 
merchandifes,  ready  money.  Sec. 
Being  their  property,  at  or  before 
their  deceafe,  in  any  town,  ifland, 
&c.  belonging  to  the  refpedive 
contrading  powers,  in  favour  of 
fuch  perfan  or  perfons,  as  they 
may  think  proper.  Moreover, 
whether  the  faid  fubjeds  fhould 
die  after  having  made  fuch  wills, 
or  inteftate,  their  lawful  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, or  adminillrators,  dwell- 
ing in  any  part  of  the  pofTeffions 
of  the  contrading  powers,  or 
aliens  coming  from  other  coun- 
tries, Ihall  be  at  liberty,  without 
hindrance  or  delay,  to  claim, 
and  take  pofieffion  of,  all  fuch 
goods  and  effeds,  conformably  to 
the  refp^dive  laws  of  each  coun- 
try. Nor  fhall  their  right  be  dif- 
puted,  under  pretence  of  any  pre- 
rogative, peculiar  to  any  feparate 
province,  or  perfon  whatfoever. 
Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  the 
claim  to  the  efFeds  of  a  perfon 
who  died  inteftate,  be  fupported 
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by  fuch  proofs  as  the  laws  of  ei- 
ther of  the  contrading  powers 
have  provided  in  fuch  cafes  ;  all 
laws,  Itatutes,  edids,  i/roits  d^Ju- 
bains,  Sic.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
itanding. 

XII.  The  eiFeds  and  property 
of  the  fubjeds  of  either  of  the 
contrading  powers,  dying  in  any 
town,  ifland,  ^c.  belonging  to 
the  other,  fhall  be  fequeltered  for 
the  ufe  of  the  lawful  heirs  and 
fucceffors  of  the  deceafed.  The 
council,  or  public  minifter  of  the 
nation,  to  which  the  perfon  thus 
dying  belonged,  fhall  take  an  in- 
ventory of  all  fuch  goods,  effeds, 
papers,  writings,  and  books  of  ac- 
counts of  the  deceafed.  The  faid 
inventory  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  three  merchants  of  known 
and  approved  integrity,  who  fhall 
be  nominated  for  the  puroofe  of 
ading  as  truflees  to  the  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, kc.  or  creditors  of  the 
deceafed:  nor  fhall  any  court  of 
judicature  interfere,  unlefs  the  faid 
heirs,  &c.  fhould  require  it  in  the 
due  courfe  of  law. 

XIII.  The  refpedive  fubjeds  of 
the  contrading  parties,  fhall  be  at 
liberty  to  choofe  for  themfe'ves 
advocates,  attornies,  notaries,  fo- 
licitors,  and  agents ;  to  this  end, 
that  fuch  advocates.  Sec.  fhall,  by 
the  judges  of  the  courts  aforefaid, 
be  called  in,  if  the  faid  judges 
fhould,  by  the  parties,  be  required 
fo  to  do. 

XIV.  The  merchants,  com- 
manders, or  owners  of  fhips,  failors 
of  every  denomination,  fhips  or 
veffels,  effeds,  and  goods  in  ge- 
neral, belonging  to  either  party 
or  any  of  its  fubjeds  or  irthabi- 
tants,  fhall,  at  no  time,  for  any 
private  or  public  purpofe,  by  vir- 
tue of  any  edid  whatfoever,  be 
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taken,  or  detained  in  the  coun-  - 
tries,  ports,  iflands,  Sic.  belong- 
ing to  either  of  the   contrading 
parties,    to   be   employed   in    the 
fervice,  to  forward  military  expe- 
ditions,   or   any    other    purpofe ; 
and  much  lefs  for  the  private  ufe 
of  any  one,  by  violence,  or  other 
means  made   ufe  of  to  moleft  or 
jnfult  the  faid  fubjefts.     It  is  far- 
ther ftriftly  forbidden  to  the  faid 
fabjefts,  on  both  fides,  not  to  take 
away,  violently,   the  property  of 
each  other ;    but,  the  coufent  of 
the  proprietor  once  obtained,  they 
fhall    be  at    liberty    to    pur.chafe, 
paying  ready  money  for  the  fame. 
This  article,   hovyever,    is  not  to 
be  underftood  as  extending,  to  fuch 
cafes,  where  the  feizure  ftiall  be 
made,  or  the  embargo  laid  by  the 
authority  of  the  legiflative  power 
for  debts  incurred,  or  crimes  com- 
mitted, which  ihall  be  tried  by  the 
duecourfe  of  law. 

XV.  It  is  farther  provided  and 
agreed,  that  all  merchants,  com- 
manders  of  fhips^  and  other  fub- 
jefts    belonging    tp    their    High 
Mightineffes  the  States  of  the  Se- 
ven   United    Provinces,    fhall  re- 
gulate   their    private    affairs     by 
themfelves,  or  by  fuch  agents  as 
they  may  chufe,  in  all  and  every 
.    place  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
United    States  of  America:    nor 
Ihall  they  be  compelled  to  employ, 
pr  pay  any  interpreter,  or  broker, 
but  fuch  as  they  think  fit  to  ap- 
point.    Moreover,  in  the  lading, 
pr  unlading  of  (hips,  the  mafters 
(hall  not  be   obliged   to   emplgy 
perfons   appointed   for   that   pur- 
pofe,   by   public    authority;    bvit 
ihall  be   at   full   liberty  to  do  it 
themfelves,  or  call  in  the  affiflanfe, 
pf  any  one  they  fhall  chufe,  vrith- 
OBt  being  liablQ  to  pay  any  fee  pr 


retribution  to  any  body  eMe.  Netr. 
ther  fhall  they  be  compelled  to 
land  any  particular  merchandize, 
to  put  them  on  board  other  ihips, 
to  take  others  on  board  their 
own,  without  their  free  confent; 
or  to  remain  laden  longer  thaa 
they  fliall  think  proper.  The 
fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  fhall 
fully  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  in 
all  the  dominions  of  the  States  of- 
Holland. 

XVI.    In  cafe  any  difpute   or 
controverfy  fhould    arife    between 
the  mafter  of  a  fhip  and  his  crew, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  two  na- 
tions, and  then  in  any  port  withia 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  con- 
cerning   the   payment   of  wages, 
or  any  other  matter  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  civil  law,  the  ma- 
giflrate  of  fuch   port,   or   place, 
fhall  only  require   the   defendant 
to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  a  de- 
claration under  his  hand,  and  wit- 
ueffed    by    the    faid    magiftrate ; 
by  which  the  faid  defendant  ihal^ 
bind  himfelf  to  appear,  and  an- 
fwer   the    complaint   laid    againfl 
him,  before  a  competent  judge  in 
his  own  country.  This  being  done, 
the  faid  crew  fhall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  leave  the  fhip,  or  prevent 
the    mafter    from    follpwing    his 
courfe.     The  merchants  of  either 
pation  f^iall  he  aiithorifed  to  keep* 
their  books  in  what  language  and 
manner  they  may  think  bell,  with- 
put  the  lealt  hindrance  or  moleft- 
ation.     But,  io  cafe  it  fhould  be 
neceffary,    in    order    to    fettle   a 
point  of  law,  for  them  to  produce 
their  books,  they  fhall  bring  them 
into   court    for    examination ;    ini  - 
fuch  a  manner,  however,  that  nei- 
ther rh?  judge,  nor  any  one  elfe, 
wha^foeyer,  fhall  be  permitted  to 
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perufe  any  article  in  the  f^id 
^ooks,  but  fuch  as  may  be  abfo- 
lutely   necefiary    to   afcertain  the 

J.uthenticity  and  regularity  of  the 
aid  books.  Nor  fhall  any  one, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  pre- 
fume  to  force  the  faid  books  and 
writings  from  the  owners,  or  de- 
tain them :  cafes  of  bankruptcy 
alone  excepted. 

XVII.  The  (hips  of  either  na- 
tion, bound  to  the  refpedlive  ports, 
ftiall,  upon  a  juft  caufe  of  being 
fufpecled,  either  in  regard  to  their 
deftination  or  their  cargoes,  be 
obliged  to  produce,  either  at  fea, 
in  the  roads,  or  ports,  not  only 
their  pafTports,  but  alfo  certificates, 
witneffing  tJ\at  the  goods  they  have 
on  board  are^not  prohibited  by  the 
refpeftivp  laws. 

XV III.  If,  upon  fuch  certifi- 
cates being  produced,  the  ex- 
amining party  flxould  difcoverthat 
fome  of  the  goods  mentioned  in 
the  bills  of  lading  are  prohibited 
by  this  treaty,  or  bound  to  fome 
port  belonging  to  the  enemy;  in 
fuch  cafe  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  to 
break  into  any  part  of  the  (hip, 
or  force  any  trank,  boxes,  bar- 
rels, &c.  nor  even  to  difplace  any 
part  of  the  cargoes  (whether  fuch 
ihip  belongs  to  Holland  or  Ame- 
rica) to  come  at  thp  faid  goods, 
which  are  not  in  any  ways  to  be 
fearched  pntil  they  are  landed  in 
prefence  of  fome  ofiicers  of  the 
Admiralty-court,  who  thall  enter 
a  verbal  procefs  about  them.  Nor 
ihall  it  be  permitted  to  fell,  ex- 
change, or  adulterate  the  faid 
goods  in  any  wife,  till  the  law 
^hall  have  taken  its  courfe,  and 
the  matter  be  determined  by  the 
fentence  of  the  refpedive  Admi- 
ralty-courts, pronouncing  them 
ieizable ;  the  ihip  ai;d  other  parts 


of  the  cargo  not  prohibited  by  the 
treaty,  fhall  not  be  detained,  un, 
der  the  pretence  of  part  of  the  lad- 
ing being  condemned,  and  much 
lefs  confifcated  as  lawful  prizes. 
But,  in  cafe  part  of  the  cargo 
Ihould  confift  pf  the  faid  prohi- 
bited goods,  and  the  matter  of  the 
ihip  ihall  confent  to  deliver  them 
up  immediately,  then  the  captor, 
having  taken  out  of  the  iaid  ihip 
the  prohibited  goods,  ihail  permit 
the  mailer  to  continue  his  courfe 
to  the  place  of  his  deftination: 
yet,  if  all  the  prohibited  goods 
could  not  be  token  on  board  the 
captor,  the  latter  ihall,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  mailer's  free  tender 
of  the  faid  goods,  bring  the  for- 
mer into  the  neareft  port,  where 
it  ihall  be  produced  in  mannef 
aforefaid. 

XIX.  It  is  agreed  on  the  con- 
trary, that  all  effefts,  &c.  of  any 
fubjeft  of  either  ilate,  found  oii 
any  ihip  taken  from  an  enemy, 
fuch  eiFefts,  &c.^  though  they  be 
not  prohibited  by  any  article  of 
this  treaty,  ihall  be  confidered  as 
lawful  prize,  and  be  difpofed  of 
as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy: 
(except  only  in  cafe  the  war  ihould 
not  have  been  proclaimed,  or  not. 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  iaid  effeds,  &c.) 
which,  in  fuch  cafes  only,  ihall 
not  be  liable  to  be  confifcated, 
but  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  owners  without  any  delay, 
upon  their  making  good  their 
claim  ;  provided,  neverihelefs,  that 
the  faid  goods  are  not  of  the 
kind  which  are  prohibited;  nor 
will  it  be  lawful  to  ihip  them  af- 
terwards, for  any  of  the  enemy  *< 
ports:  the  two  contradling  par- 
ties agreeing,  moreover,  that  fix 
monthsj  from  the  date  of  a  decla- 
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ration  of  war,  will  be  confidered 
as  a  fufficient  notice  to  the  fub- 
jedls  of  either  State,  whatever 
quarter  of  the  world  they  may 
come  from. 

XX.  In  order  to  provide  farther 
for  the  fafety  of  the  fubjefts  on 
both  fides,  that  neither  of  the 
parties  may  be  annoyed  by  the 
armed  (hips  or  privateers  belong- 
ing to  the  other,  during  the  courfe 
of  a  war,  particular  injundlions 
jQiall  be  laid  upon  the  commanders 
of  fhips  and  privateers,  &c.  &c. 
to  the  refpedtxve  fubjeds  of  the 
contrafting  powers,  not  to  vex  or 
offer  any  moleflation  to  any  one 
of  them  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  failure 
herein,  the  offending  party  Ihall 
be  puniftied,  and  compelled  to 
make  good  the  damage,  their  per- 
fons  and  fortunes  anfwering  for 
the  fame. 

XXI.  All  ftiips  and  effedb  re- 
taken from  privateers  or  pirates, 
fhall  be  carried  into  fome  of  the 
ports  belonging  to  either  State, 
and  returned  to  the  owners,  upon 
their  giving  fatisfaftory  proofs  of 
their  right  to  the  faid  recap- 
tures. 

XXII.  Ic  fhall  be  lawful  for  all 
commanders  of  fhips  of  war,  pri- 
vateers, &c.  to  carry  off  freely  all 
Ihips  and  cffedls  taken  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  fubjeft  to 
pay  any  duty  or  duties  to  the  Ad- 
miralty or  other  courts  ;  nor  fhall 
fuch  prizes  be  liable  to  be  detain- 
ed or  feized  upon  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  refpedivc  States  :  the 
Searching  officers  fhall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  vifit  or  fearch  the  faid 
prizes  :  the  captors  whereof  will 
be  at  liberty  to  put  back  to  fea, 
and  convoy  the  prizes  wherever 
they  are  direfted  to  be  carried  ;  as 
fpeci£ed  in  the  orders  given   to 


the  commanders  of  fuch  fliipj:, 
privateers,  &c.  which  they  fhall 
be  obliged  to  produce.  But  all 
the  ports  of  both  States  fhall  ba 
fhut  againlt  all  prizes  made  on  the 
fubjefts  of  either :  and  in  caie 
fuch  prizes  and  captors  fliould  be 
driven  to  fome  of  the  faid  ports, 
by  flrefs  of  weather,  every  means 
fhall  be  employed  to  haften  their 
departure. 

XXIII.  In  cafe  any  fhips,  boats, 
&c.  fhould  be  wrecked  or  other- 
wife  damaged  on  the  coafts  of  ei- 
ther of  the  contrafting  States,  all 
aid  and  affiftance  fhall  be  given  to 
the  diftreffed  crews,  to  whom  paf- 
fes  and  free  condudl  fhall  be  grant- 
ed for  their  return  into  their  own 
country. 

XXIV.  If  a  fhip  or  fhips,  either 
of  war,  or  employed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  trading,  by  one  of  the 
States,  fhould,  by  flrefs  of  wea- 
ther, imminent  danger  from  pi- 
rates, enemies,  &c.  be  compelled 
to  take  fhelter  in  any  ports,  ri» 
vers,  bays,  &c.  belonging  to  the 
other,  they  fhall  be  treated  with 
all  humanity,  friendfhip,  and 
moft  cordial  proteftion.  Leave 
(hall  be  granted  them  to  take  in 
provifions  and  refrefhments  at  a 
reafonable  rate,  and  to  purchafe 
whatever  they  may  fland  in  need 
of,  cither  for  themfelves  or  for 
the  purpofe  of  repairing  the  da- 
mage they  may  have  fufFered,  and 
alfo  for  the  continuation  of  their 
voyage.  No  obftacle  whatever  fhall 
be  laid  in  their  way  to  flop  or  de- 
tain them  in  any  of  the  faid  ports, 
&c.  whence  they  fhall  be  at  liber- 
ty to  fail,  whenever  they  may 
think  fit. 

XXV.  In  order  to  put  com- 
merce in  the  moft  flourifhing  ftate, 
it  is  agreed,  Uiat,  ia  cafe  a  war 
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Ihould  at  any  time  break  out  be- 
tween the  contrafting  parties,  fix 
months  fhall  be  allowed  to  the 
refpedlive  fubjeds  for  them  to  re- 
tire with  their  families  and  pro- 


marque  from  any  power,  in  ac- 
tual enmity  with  either  of  them, 
to  fit  out  their  Ihips  in  any  port 
belonging  to  the  faid  States, 
therein  fell  their  prizes,  or  make 


perty,  to  whatever  place  they  may    in  any  wife  an  exchange  of  their 
judge  proper;  alfo  to  be  at  liber-     faid    (hips,    merchandize,    goods, 

or  effeflsj  being  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  cargo  contained  in  the 
aforefaid  captures.  Nor  lliall  the 
faid  commanders  be  permitted  to 
take  in  provifions,  butjuftasmucli 


ty,  during  the  above  fpace  of 
time,  to  fell  or  othervvife  difpofe 
of  their  goods  and  chattels,  with- 
out the  lead  hindrance  or  molefta- 
tion.     But,   above  all,  it  is  pro 


vided,  that  the  faid  fubjefls  fliall  as  will  enable  them  to  reach  a  port, 

not  be  detained,  by  arrellment  or  neareft  to  the  dominion  of  their 

feizure.     On  the  contrary,  during  employers. 

the  aforefaid  fix  months,  the  re-  XXVIH.  Subjeds  and  inhabi- 
fpedlive  States,  and  their  fubjedls,  tants  of  both  the  contrading  par- 
or  inhabitants,  fliall  have  good  ties  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  navigate 
and  fpeedy  juilice  done  to  them;  their  (hips  (without  any  dillinc- 
fo  that,  during  the  faid  time,  tion  of  owners,  to  whom  the  car- 
they  may  recover  their  goods  and  go  or  cargoes  may  belong)  from 
ffFefts,  whether  they  be  in  the  all  ports  whatever  belonging  to 
public  funds,  or  in  private  hands,  the  powers,  that  then  are,  or  af- 
And  if  any  part  thereof  ihould  hap-  terwards  may  be  in  amity  with. 
pen  to  be  embezzled,  or  that  any  either  of  the  aforementioned 
infult  or  wrong  fhould  have  been  States;  as  alfo  to  trade  in  their 
offered  to  the  fubjedls,  &c.  of  either  way  to  or  from  fuch  places,  ports. 
State,  the  offending  party  fhall  and  towns  belonging  to  the  ene- 
give  the  immediate  and  convenient  mies  of  either  party,  whether  the 
fatisfadion  for  fuch  embezzlement,  faid  place  be  within  the  jurifdic- 
wrong,  or  infult.  tion  of  one  or  more  powers.  It 
XXVI.  The  fubjedts,  &c.  of  is  alfo  hereby  flipulated,  that  the 
either  State  fhall  abltain  from  re-  freedom  of  fhipping  will  be  ex- 
quiring  or  accepting  any  com-  tended  to  the  cargoes  belonging 
mifTions  or  letters  of  marque  from  to  the  refpeftive  fubjedls  or  inha- 
any  power  then  at  war  with  either  bitants  of  the  faid  States,  thougk 
of  faid  States,  fo  as  to  command  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  faid 
armed  fhips  againfl  either,  and  to  cargo  fhould  be  the  enemy's  pro- 
their  detriment ;  and  if  any  indi-  perty.      This  privilege  is  alio  to 


vidual,  belonging  to  either,  fhould 
fail  herein,  he  fhall  be  dealt  with 
as  being  guilty  of  piracy. 

XXVII.  It  fhall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  privateer,  not  belonging 
to  either  of  the  contradling  par- 
ties,  which    might    be   furnifhed 


be  conilruded  as  extending  to  all 
perfons  whatever,  on  board  the 
faid  fhips  (the  military  in  the  ene- 
my's fervice  only  excepted)  as 
well  as  contraband  goods. 

XXIX.  This  article  contains  a 
large   enumeration   of  the  goods 


with    fonxmi^ions,   or   letters   of   prohibited   to  be  carried  to   the 
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rnemy,  which  comprehends  all 
fanner  of  warlike  ftores.  It  gives 
;^lfo  an  account  of  fuch  goods  as 
wiay  be  lawfully  exported,  name- 
}y  cloathing  and  other  manufac- 
tored  goods  of  wool,  cloth,  filks, 
&c.  Sec.  the  matters  employed  in 
jnanufadluring  the  fame ;  gold 
and  iilver  either  coined  or  in  bul- 
lion, all  forts  of  metals,  corn,  and 
feeds,  fpices,  tobacco,  meat,  fait 
cr  fmoaked,  and  every  kind  of 
eatables ;  in  fine,  (hip  timber, 
fails,  canvas,  and  every  effeft 
whatever  not  fafhioned  in  the 
jhape  of  any  tool  or  warlike  in- 
firument  ufually  employed  in  war, 
cither  by  fea  or  land  :  all  the  afore- 
iaid  goods  and  wares,  fhall  at  no 
time  be  looked  upon  as  contra- 
band.- and  may  be  carried  by  the 
fub)efts  and  inhabitants  of  the 
confederate  States,  even  to  places 
belonging  to  the  enemy  then  at 
war  with  either  party,  excepting 
only  fuch  towns  and  places,  which 
jBJght  happen  to  be  befieged,  fur- 
jotjnded  or  blocked  up  at  the  time 
cf  fhipping  off,  for  their  ufe^,  the 
laid  wares  and  goods. 

XXX.  In  order  to  prevent  all 
JriFenfion  and  difficulty  which 
might  arife  between  the  fubjefts 
cf  either  State,  in  cafe  one  of 
them  ftiould  go  to  war  with  fome 
other  power  or  powers,  the  fhip« 
ping,  &c.  belonging  to  the  other 
party,  Ihall  be  provided  with  let- 
ters or  paffes,  fpecifying  the  name, 
cargo,  and  barthen  of  the  ftiip, 
together  with  the  captain  or 
mailer's  name,  and  the  place  of 
}iis  refidence  :  that  thus  it  may  ap- 
pear that  the  fhip,  &c,  belongs 
ffVily  to  the  faid  fubjec^s  and  in- 
•Jiabitants.  The  faid  pafs  to  be 
worded  as  fhall  be  mentioned  ^t 
the  -'.zid  of  this  prefent  treaty. 


Thefe  letters,  or  pafTes,  fhall  be 
renewed  every  year,  if  the  bearers 
fhould  return  to  the  fame  port 
within  that  time.  It  is  farther 
agreed,  that  befides  the  aforefaid 
paiTes  certificates  (hall  be  given, 
mentioning  every  part  of  the  car. 
goes,  the  refpedive  places  from 
and  to  which  fuch  fhips  may  be 
bound.  The  faid  certificates  to 
be  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form, 
before  the  ofiicers  of  the  place 
from  whence  the  faid  fhips  are  to 
fail ;  and  the  faid  officers  fhall  be 
at  liberty  to  mention,  by  name, 
if  they  think  it  expedient,  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  or  cargoes. 

XXXr.  The  commanders  or 
owners  of  fhips  belonging  to  the 
contrafting  parties,  entering  int» 
any  of  the  roads  of  either  of  the 
faid  States,  who  may  not  think 
proper  to  enter  into  port;  or, 
when  entered,  will  not  chufe  to 
onload  either  the  whole  or  part  of 
their  cargo,  fhall  not  be  compelled 
to  declare  in  what  it  con  fills,  un- 
lefs  a  well  grounded  fufpicion 
fhould  arife,  on  fome  evident  cir- 
tfumflances,  of  their  being  laden 
for  the  enemy,  or  carrying  from 
one  of  the  confederate  States,  to 
the  other,  any  prohibited  goods  ; 
in  which  cafe,  fuch  commanders, 
owners,  or  inhabitants,  fhall  be 
obliged  to  fhew  their  pafTports  and. 
certificates,  dravyn  up  ia  the  man- 
ner hereafter  mentioned. 

XXXIL  Wheji  the  fhips,  be- 
longing to  either  State,  failing 
coaftways,  or  otkerwiia,  fliall  be 
'  met  by  the  fhipa  of  wai--,  priva- 
teers, Sic.  of  the  other  party,  in 
order  to  prevent  mifchief,  the  lat;- 
ter  (hall  keep  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  guns,  though  it  will  be  law- 
ful for  them  ta  lend  their  boats  to 
board  the  abovefaid  merchanttnen, 
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"not  AiiFerln^  above  two  or  three 
inen  at  a  time  to  get  on  board  to 
them.  The  ma{ier,  or  commander 
of  the  faid  fhips,  fhall  prefent  his 
paflports,  conformably  to  the  te- 
nor hereafter  recited.  After  which, 
the  faid  (hip,  or  iijerchantmah, 
ihall  be  at  full  liberty  to  continue 
its  voyage,  without  being  fearch- 
ed,  chaced,  or  obliged  to  alter 
its  courfe,  or  otherwife  molefted, 
under  any  pretence  whatfoSver. 

XXXIIL  It  is  farther  agreed, 
that  all  goods  and  eiFe^ts  what- 
ever, being  once  put  on  board  of 
a  fliip,  or  fhips,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  contradling  parties, 
Jhall  not  be  liable  to  a  fecond 
vifit,  or  fearch,  after  having  un- 
dergofte  that  which  muft  precede 
the  lading  of  fuch  fhips ;  as  all 
prohibited  goods  muft  be  Hopped 
on  the  very  fpot,  before  they  are 
fufFered  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
fhips  belonging  to  either  party; 
the  fame  not  being  liable  to  any 
other  kind  of  embargo  for  the 
aforefaid  caufe.  And  the  fubjeds 
of  either  ftate,  where  fuch  effe<^s 
fhall,  or  fhould  have  been  feized 
upon,  fhall  be  punifhed  for  im- 
porting the  fame,  according  to  the 
manner  provided  by  the  laws, 
cuftoms,  and  ordinances  of  his 
own  native  country. 

XXXrV.  The  contrafting  par- 
ties  mutually  agree,  that  they 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  have  their 
refpeftive  confuls,  vice  -  confuls, 
commifTaries,  and  other  agents, 
appointed  by,  and  for  each  party. 
Their  fundtions  and  officers  fhall 
be  regulated  by  a  particular  con- 
vention, whenever  either  of  the 
contradting  powers  fhall  think  pro- 
per to  appoint  fuch  of^.cers. 

Here  follows  the  form  of  the 
paffport   and   certifisate,    the  in- 

9 


tention  and  purport  of  which, 
are  fufficiently  explained  iii  the 
XXXth  article  of  this  treaty. 

No.  II.  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  his  Ex* 
cellency  B.  Franklin,  Efq,  at 
Paris. 

Sir,  , 

AS  your  Excellepcy  and  th<J 
Right  lioriodrable  Congrefs 
w-ill  certainly  be  already  cona- 
pletely  informed  of  my  interview, 
at  Aix- la- Chapelle;  with  Mr. 
William  Lee,  about  a  twelve- 
month ago,  ill  the  prefelice  of 
Mr.  William  Stokton  ;  and  as  he 
is  fhortly  to  arrive  himfelf,  I  have 
made  no  difficulty,  arid  it  gives  me 
even  much  fatisfa£lion,  to  expoie 
unto  him  fome  trifling  alterations, 
of  no  great  confequence,  which 
are  thought  heceiTary  to  be  mads 
in  the  plan  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce, which  is  now  to  be  looked 
over  afrefh. 

The  differences  confifl  only  in 
fuppreffing,  in  the  Jixth  article, 
all  that  is  mentioned  there  con- 
cerning religion  ;  and,  in  faCl,  it 
is  abfolutely  not  proper,  that  any 
mention  thereof  fhould  be  made 
between  t^vo  repailia,  the  confU- 
tutions  and  fundamental  livvs  of 
which  plead  aloud  for  a  perfcdl 
liberty  of  confcience. 

The  tenth  article,  concerning; 
the  Barbarian  powers,  is  binding 
on  both  fides,  in  cafe  the  fame 
fhould  take  place  any  time  here- 
after. 

The  other  fuppreffions  which 
are  thought  neceftary  in  the  ar- 
ticles VJII,  XXII,  and  XXVII, 
are  for  the  greateft  part  eflablifhed 
to  prevent  objedlions.  For  this 
reafon,  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth 
article  has  been  fupprefTed,  wnere 
it  is  fitid,  and  their  Jhips  of  nvar, 

or 
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tr    convajs,   /ailing    under    autho- 
rity, &c. 

It  has  likewife  been  thought 
proper  to  fupprefs  the  latter  part 
of  the  XXIId  article,  which  begins 
with  thefe  words,  on  the  contrary, 
MO  afylum  or  refuge  Jhall  he  grant- 
'ed,  ^c. 

The  XXVIIth  article  at  pre- 
sent ftands  thus  :  It  jhall  not  be 
iaixiful  for  any  pri-vateer,  holding 
any  co?nmiJ/ions  or  letters  of  marque, 
from  any  prince  or  povjer,  in  --war 
tvith  any  of  the  high  contrasting 
parties,  to  ft  out^  their  Jhips  in  the 
forts  belonging  to  either  of  the  ccn- 
traSing  parties,  nor  therein  to  fell 
their  prizes^  nor  to  exchange  in  any 
ether  manner  nuhate-ver,  the  pips, 
goods,  and  merchandizes ,  being  ei- 
ther the  ivhole,  or  part  of  the  cargo ^ 
contained  in  the  f aid  captures. 

Thefe  are  the  meafures  that  have 
been  taken  to  eftablifh  the  bafis  of 
this  treaty  ;  and  from  a  particular 
regard  for  the  right  honourable 
congrefs,  having  by  us  a  copy  of 
the  treaty,  fuch  as  it  was  drawn  up 
at  firft,  and  fuch  as  it  ftands  at 
prefent,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the 
iftate  in  which  this  important  affair 
is  at  prefent,  and  which  we  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  forward  with 
the  fame  zeal  with  which  it  has 
been  begun. 

Mr.  Stokton  will  likewife  in- 
form your  Excellency  of  fome 
other  affairs,  which  ftand  in  need 
of  fome  explanations. 

Wiihing  that  the  union  of  the 
Tvjenty  States  may  foon  be  eftab- 
lifhed  upon  a  permanent  footing, 
we  remain,  with  the  molt  perfect 
confideration  and  efl;eem> 
Your  Excellency's 
moft  humble  and 

moft  obedient  fervants^ 

John  de  Neufville  and  Son. 
jimferdam,  July  28,    1779« 


P.  S.  Mr.  Stokton  will  be  \6 
kind,  and  he  is  very  well  informed^ 
to  give  your  Excellency  and  the 
right  honourable  Congrefs  all  the 
information  neceffary  with  regard 
to  the  plan  propofed  by  Colonel 
Dircks. 

No.  III.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  W« 
Stokton,  to  the  Ret),  Dr.  Wi- 
therfpoon.  Member  of  Congrefs i 
dated  Amfterdam,  April  14, 
1779. 

S  I  R, 

UNDER  the  perfuafiort  that 
you  would  not  be  difpleafed 
wiih  me,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  writing  feveral  letters  to  you, 
fince  the  month  of  May  laft,  hav- 
ing, fince  that  time,  at  the  requi- 
fition  of  W.  Lee,  Efq»  executed 
the  funflions  of  fecretary  to  the 
American  commifTion,  at  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and  1  am 
at  prefent  on  the  point  of  return- 
ing to  America  with  the  firft  con- 
voy. I  fend  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  who  is  fet  out,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  from  Paris  for  Nantz, 
where  he  propofes  to  embark  on 
board  the  frigate  PAlliance,  which, 
it  is  thought,  will  be  ready  in  a 
few  days  to  fail  for  Bolton. 

I  Ihould  certainly  have  taken  my 
pafTage  on  board  the  faid  frigate 
with  him,  if  it  had  been  poffible 
to  convey  my  effeds,  which  are 
ftill  here  on  fliore,  foon  enough  to 
Nantz.  I  muft,  therefore,  now 
wait  for  another  favourable  op- 
portunity, and  I  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  acquaint  my  brother 
thereof,  having  lately  written  to 
him,  to  that  effeft,  by  the  pre- 
ceding opportunity  of  a  vefTel.  I 
have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  acquire  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  true  and  exaft  ftate  of 
political 
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political  affairs  here,  confidering 
the  iniereft  America  has  therein  ; 
and  I  flatter   myfelf  to  have   the 
bed  informations  in  tliat  refpeft. 
"    As  a  member  of  the  congrefs, 
you  will  certainly  have  feen,  before 
now,  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  as  deftined  to  be 
concluded  hereafter  between    the 
States  of  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  feveral 
copies  thereof  having  been  fent  to 
America  fome  time   ago.      That 
plan  was  figned  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember  laft,   on  the  part  of  the 
city   of  AmJlerdam,  by   John  de 
Neufville,  Efq;  properly  deputed 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  penfionary 
and  burgomafters  of  the  faid  city, 
and  by  W.  Lee,  Efq;  commiflioner 
from  the  Congrefs,  to  whom  the 
propofitions    for    the    faid   treaty 
were  made   through  the   channel 
of  the  faid  Mr.  de  Neufville  :  but 
as  the  charader  of  that  gentleman 
will  probably  be  unknown  to  you, 
I  think  k  proper  to  mention  here, 
that  he  is  one  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants of  Amfterdam,    He  has  ma- 
nifefted  much  zeal  for  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  his  country,  of  wbich  he 
feeras  to  have  the  molt  juft  ideas; 
and  he  has  often  declared  to  me, 
that  it  is  much  nearer  related  to 
the  commercial  intereils  of  Ame- 
rica and  France,  than  to  that  of 
Great-Britain.      The  condud  of 
this  merchanr,  arifing  from  that 
principle,  and  befides  that,  from 
a  principle   ftill   more   prevalent, 
namely,   that   of   promoting    the 
fuccefs  of  the  efforts  for   the  li- 
berty  of  each    country,    will,    I 
hope,    always    be    uniform,    and 
will  prove  favourable  to  the  caufe 
of    America.      Confequently,    I 
make   no    doubt,  that  the  com- 
aercial   people  of  America   will 
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give  him  the  preference  in  their 
future    connexions,    as   a   Dutch 
merchant  and  their  friend.     This 
merchant    has    likewife    engaged 
himfelf,  by  his  fignature  to  the 
faid  plan,  being  properly  autho- 
rifed  to  that  effed  by  the  regency 
of   Amfterdam,    that   as   long  as 
America  fhall  not  adl  contrary  to 
the  intereft  of  the  States  of  Hol- 
land, the  city  of  Amfterdam  will 
never  adopt  any  meafure  that  may 
tend  to  oppofe  the  intereft  of  Ame- 
rica ;    but  will,  on  the  contrary, 
ufe  all  its  influence  upon  the  States 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  to  effeft  the  defired  con* 
nedion.      I  need  not  mention  to 
you  the  great  importance  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  in    the  poli- 
tical affairs  of  the  States-General : 
you  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  and  ftate  of  all  coun- 
tries, to  make  this  neceffary.     Bat 
the  lefs  informed  politicians  will 
be  aftoniftied  to  learn,  that  Am- 
fterdam pays   two  -  thirds   of  the 
quota  part  of  Holland,  and  that 
the    Province   of   Holland   alone 
bears  two-thirds  of  the  charges  of 
all  the  Seven  United   Provinces. 
The  regency  of  this  city  has  hi- 
therto remained  faithful  and  con- 
ftant  in  their   engagements,  and 
will,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  always 
continue    the    fame,    and    periift 
therein  invariably. 

The  patriotic  party  in  Holland 
has  had  much  trouble  to  thwart 
the  defigns  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  or,  to  fay  the  fame  thing 
in  another  manner,  of  the  Englilh 
party. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain  has 
a  great  influence  upon  the  delibe- 
rations of  this  country,  through: 
the  channel  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  is  a  relation  to  the 

king 
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king  of  Great-Britain,  and  who  is 
iuppofed  to  have  the  fame  views 
as  the  former,  with  regard  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people. 

He  has  fome  of  the  lefs  confi- 
^erable  provinces  fo  much  in  his 
intereft,  that  this,  above  all,  dares 
kot,  as  yet,  refufe  his  demartds  j 
and  confequently  the  deputies  or 
ihefe  provinces  have  referved  their 
confent,  and  divers  refolutions; 
which  the  province  of  Holland 
would  otherwife  have  taken  long 
ago,  to  the  advantage  of  America  t 
but,  unfortunately  for  us,  in  this 
moment,  the  unanimity  of  the 
States  !s  neceffary  in  moft  of  their 
refolutiotis. 

The  fpirited  cbndbft  Whicli 
France  has  lately  adopted,  in  de- 
claring that  fhe  would  feiie  all 
Dutch  (hips  trading  with  Great- 
Britain,  excepting  thofe  of  Am- 
fterdam  and  Hacrlem,  foon  brought 
back  the  cities  of  Rotterdam,  Dort, 
and  others.  Thefe,  fearing  to  fend 
their  velTels  to  fea,  and  perceiving 
that  the  |)eople  began  to  murmur, 
ivere  obliged  to  actede  to  the  refo- 
lution,  by  which  the  deputies  of 
^11  the  other  cities  of  the  province 
of  Holland  had  confented  to  grant 
convoys  to  their  veflels,  withoilt 
iveh  excepting  thofe  articles  of 
commerce,  for  which  England 
had  continually  feized  the  Dutch 
Ihips,  ever  fmce  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  France. 

Such  is  the  aflual  ftate  of  affairs 
here  ;  and  every  politician  is  at 
prefent  impatient  to  know  what 
Spain  intends  to  do,  which  has 
fome  time  fince  made  viery  confi- 
derable  preparations  for  war. 

The  poll  for  t"rance  is  upon 
its  departure  J  I  muft,  therefor^, 
conclude  this  letter.  1  find  in 
ihc  Englifb  ncwfpapers,  that  yoUr 
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fermon  on  the  day  of  a  general 
faft,  has  lihdergone  a  fifth  editioii. 
in  London.  1  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  afTure  yofar  family  of  my  re- 
fpefts,  and  to  actjuaint  my  friends 
that  t  am  very  well,  and  that  I 
intend  to  return  fooh  to  America. 
— — I  rertiain,  with  much  refpedl 
arid  efteem,     Sii-, 

Vour  mbfi  faithful  fri^hd, 
and  huiiible  fervanti 
(Signbd)  J.  W.  Stokton; 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wiiherfpoon,  D.  Z); 

No.,  IV.  J  Letter  from  Colonel 
Dircks,  ttt  the  Hon.  Henry  Laa- 
rens;  Ef^^ 

Philadelphia,  Dec,  ij,  17794 

Sir, 
'"I  ^  H  E   remembrance  of  your 

I  Excellency's  kind  receptiorii 
ana  the  friiendfliip  which  I  expe- 
rienced from  you,  at  the  time  of 
my  departure  for  Holland,  about 
a  twelvemonth  ago,  engages  me, 
in  hearing  that  your  Excellency 
is  upon  departing  for  my  country, 
to  form  the  beil  wilhes  for  your 
fuccefs.  I  am  forry,  that  I  ani 
corile  too  late  to  town,  which  de- 
prives riie  of  the  happinefs  of  hav- 
ing an  interview  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, refpefting  the  affairs  of 
Holland. 

I  have  been  in  Hollaiid  only 
with  a  view  of  uniting  the  two 
countries  for  their  reciprocal  hap- 
pinefs ;  and  I  have  fucceeded  as 
well  as  the  different  circumftances 
would  permit. 

I  beg  the  favour  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  take  charge  of  the 
herein  inclofed  letters  for  my  wor- 
thy friends  and  countrymen,  the 
Barons  Van  del"  Capfellen,  froni 
whoin,  ahd  their  friends^  I  flattfei* 

jQiyfelf 
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xnyfelf  that  your  Excellency  will 
foon  learn,  that  by  my  conduft 
2  have  gained  feveral  hearts,  which 
are  now  nobly  and  zealoufly  in- 
clined for  the  affairs  and  the  caufe 
of  the  Americans.  I  wi(h  that 
this  beginning  may  in  the  courfe 
of  time  produce  many  happy 
events,  for  the  mutual  advantage 
of  both  countries. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  joining 
here  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe, 
who  are  altogether  the  worthy 
friends  of  America.  I  pray  God 
to  condudl  your  Excellency,  and 
to  grant  you  the  moft  perfeft  fuc- 
cefs.  This  is  the  fincere  wifh  of 
my  heart. 

I  remain  with  the  greateft  con- 
lideration  and  efteem.  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's 
moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  J.  G.  Dircks. 

Lift  of  Names. 

Henry  Hooft  Danielfz,  ancient 
burgomafter  of  Amfterdam. 

Daniel  Hooft  Danielfe,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  regency  of  Amfter- 
dam. 

Van  Berkel,  counfellor  and 
penftonary  of  the  city  of  Amfter- 
dam. 

John  de  Neufville  and  fons, 
one  of  the  principal  commercial 
houfes  of  Amfterdam. 

N.  B.  The  laft  can  inform  your 
Excellency  of  all  the  commercial 
houfes  which  are  our  friends. 

The  burgomafter  Hooft  Da- 
nielfx  can  inform  your  Excellency 
which  are  the  gentlemen  of  the 
regency  in  the  intereft  of  Ame- 
rica. 

And  the  Barons  Van  der  Ca- 
pellen  can  inform  yott  of  thofe 
.    Vol.  XXIil. 


who  are  our  friends  in  all    the 
Seven  Provinces. 

To  his  Excellency  Henry  Laurens,  Efq, 

No.  V.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 

'  A.  Gillon  to  John  Rutledge, 
E/q.  Gcvernor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  South  Carolina,  dated 
Amfterdam,  the  \Ji  of  March, 
1780. 

Si  r, 

IH  A  D  the  pleafure  of  writing 
to  you  the  31ft  of  December 
laft,  and  I  fend  you  at  prefent  co- 
pies of  what  I  wrote.  Mr.  Izard 
meeting  with  many  difficulties, 
which  prevented  his  departure, 
and  the  ice  hiridering  all  vefTels 
from  failing  from  hence,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  giving  you  any 
advice  of  my  lateft  negociations 
here.  This  letter  will  be  delivered 
to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  George 
Nixon  :  he  will  communicate  to 
you  a  copy  thereof  by  the  firfl 
opportunity,  as  foon  as  he  arrives 
at  St.  Euftatia. 

I  fhall  likewife  fend  you  a  copy 
of  the  correfpondence  between  Mr„ 
Chamont  and  a  gentleman  whom 
I  engaged  here  to  write  to  him  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  two  fhips  built 
here  j  by  A'hich  you  will  fee,  that 
it  was  never  ferioufly  intended  to 
fell  the  faid  (hips  to  me. 

Mr.  Franklin  has  never  re- 
turned me  an  anfwer.  I  thought 
that  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Adams  at 
Paris  was  a  good  opportunity  to 
revive  this  affair.  I  confequently 
wrote  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Izard,  and  Mr.  A.  Lee,  that  they 
Ihould  addrefs  themfelves  to  Mon- 
iieur  de  Sartine,  and  to  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  minifters  at  Ver- 
failles,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 

\A  a]  faid 


37o]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


faid  vefTels,  by  offering  to  pay  the 
prime  Coft,  or  to  take  them  by  ap- 
prairement  of  four  impartial  per- 
fons,  to  be  chofen  here  by  the  two 
parties;  efpecially  as. I  had  al-- 
ready  removed  here  all  difficultie'!, 
having  fiiccours  promifed  to  me 
from  high  authority,  and  a§  I 
could  fit  them  out  either  as  Dutch 
property  for  Euftatia,  or  as  Ame- 
rican property  for  any  other  port. 
But  the  anfwers  1  received  laft 
night  from  thofe  gentlemen,  obli- 
ged me  to  give  up  the  flattering 
hopes  qf  fending  you  two  of  the 
iineil  vcffels  in  the  world,  of  one 
'  hundred  and  eighty-fix  feet  keel, 
■  Hi  to  carry  twenty-eight  thirty- 
iix  pourlders  upon  one  deck.  And 
thcHigh  they  drew  too  much  water 
lor  our  bar,  they  would  certainly 
rot  have  tarded  to  take  fome  vef- 
fels  which  would  have  anfwered 
Qur  purpofe.  Not  that  I  fear  that 
thefe  gentlemen  will  not  do  all  in 
their  power  to  affift  me  in  this 
affair,  and  fome  others ;  but  they 
forefee  that  this  requelt,  in  cafe 
it  flionld  be  granted,  might  per- 
haps involve  .me  in  other  diffi- 
culties. 

There  are  feverfl  veflels  in  the 
ports  of  France  which  would  fully 
^nfwer  our  purpofes  ;  but  the 
difHcuhies  which  I  have  already 
experienced,  fully  convince  me 
that  I  fliall  not  obtain  any  fuc- 
cours.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
I  have  refolved  this  morning  to 
employ  all  your -money  in  pur- 
chafing  bar-iron,  nails,  cordage, 
fail-cloth,  cables,  anchors,  ftiips- 
ftores,  and  other  things  neceffary 
to  pilots,  carpenters,  gunners,  and 
coopers :  chirurgical  inftruments 
and  medicines,  iron  hoops,  and  all 
that  I  thought  neceffary  for  three 
frigates,  excepting  guns,  powder. 


and  military  implements,  which  I 
am  as  yet  uncertain  whether  they 
may  be  embarked.  I  intend  to 
buy  the  mod  effential  articles 
double  what  is  neceffary  for  thefe 
veffels ;  and  likewife  double  the 
quantity  of  the  fmall  articles';  and 
in  cafe  I  fhould  have  any  money 
remaining,  I  intend  to  employ  ik 
in  purchafing  woollen  cloth,  iineiH 
fhoes,  {lockings,  and  hats,  for  our 
troops,  and  to  fend  all  thefe 
effefts,  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  dif^ 
ferent  veffels,  to  St.  Eullatia, 
from  whence  you  may  draw  them, 
by  your  orders,  whenever  you  fhall 
think  it  convenient.  It  will,  peri- 
haps,  be  neceffary  to  infure  here 
the  articles  which  appear  to  be 
deftined  for  large  ffiips,  in  cafe 
they  ffiould  happen  to  be  taken  by 
the  Englifli,  as  well  as  the  cables 
and  anchors. 

Meffrs.  Nicholas  fand  Jacob' 
Van  Staphorft,  merchants  here, 
will  do  the  bufinefs,  and  they  have 
promifed  me  a  credit  of  thirty 
thoufand  florins  (very  likely  I 
fliall  be  able  to'  get  more  from 
them  on  my  own  credit)  until 
you  come  yourfelf,  as  I  now  de- 
iire  you  to  do,  which  fum,  with 
Mr.  Screipreifer's  loan  and  your 
own  money,  will  make  up  a  hand- 
fome  fum,  to  accomplifli  the  faid 
views,  and  fave  the  State  fome 
lofs  on  the  plan  propofed  by  your 
Excellency  to  procure  it  a  good 
marine.  Pardon  me,  if  I  fpeak 
my  fentiments  at  prefent  on  what 
may  be  done. 

If  the  State  perfifts  in  the  re- 
folution  of  having  a  good  marine, 
the  three  frigates  ought  to  be 
built  at  Philadelphia,  Bofton,  and 
Portfmouth,  in  New  Hamplhire. 
The  oppofition  I  have  met  with 
in  France  proves  clearly  to  me,  that 
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they  never  had  an  intention  that 
America  fiiould  have  a  marine  ; 
otherwife  they  would  certainly 
have  fold  the  ten  fliips  which  were 
here  Iving  empty,  fince  that  would 
not  have  diminifhed  their  llrength, 
which  they  made  a  pica  of  laft 
fpring,  when  I  propofed  to  them 
a  plan,  by  which  Georgia  vcotdd 
have  been  delivered  by  laft  May  ; 
but  even  then,  they  refufed  to  let 
us  have  one  Jhip. 

Captain  Yoyner  has  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  with  refpe(^  to 
your  affairs,  and  he  will  return  to 
St.  Euftatia  by  the  firft  good  op- 
portunity, as  will  all  the  other 
officers.  I  will  follow  him  imme- 
diately :  may  I,  on  that  account, 
defire  your  Excellency  to  fend 
Captain  Yoyner's  orders,  that  he 
may  find  them  at  St.  Ebftatia,  un- 
der cover  to  Mr.  Anfon,  and  the 
governor  of  that  place,  or  to  whom 
you  pleafe.  I  (hall  have  great 
pleafure  to  find  myfelf  equally 
honoured  with  your  orders,  and 
to  know  how  the  goods  ought  to 
be  fhipped  there.  I  think,  with 
your  permiffion,  that  if  two  or 
three  continental  frigates  were 
fent  here  to  take  them,  that  would 
be  a  more  certain  method  ;  bur  I 
cannot  know  it  till  after  I  am  ar- 
rived there,  and  I  (hall  place  them 
in  the  warehoufes  of  good  mer- 
chants. 

I  have  not  been  honoured  with 
a  fingle  line  from  our  government 
fince  the  31ft  of  January,  1779,  fo 
that  I  am  at  prefent  obliged  to  aft 
without  orders,  not  doubting  that 
you  and  my  country  will  readily 
give  me  credit  for  afling  to  the 
beft  of  my  judgment  for  your  in- 
terefts,  and  that  you  and  they  will 
approve  of  my  conduft,  fince  that 
approbation   is    the  only   recom- 


pence  to  which-I  have  looked  in  all 
that  I  have  been  able  to  effe^  by 
my  feeble  endeavours.  Pleafe 
God  !  I  fliould  have  been  able  to 
have  done  more,  if  the  courage  of 
your  pretended  friends  had  not 
been  greater  than  that  of  your 
real  ones.  I  am  very  certain  I 
fhguld  have  been  with  you  a  long 
time  before  this  with  an  ample 
fuccour ;  but  I  have  the  confo- 
lation  to  reflect,  that  I  have  done 
as  much  as  any  perfon  fent  from 
America  has  been  able  to  effcft  in 
Europe,  to  obtain  credit  for  a 
ftate  (South  Carolina)  which  was 
confidered,  at  the  time  I  negociated 
the  loan,  as  entirely  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  had  many  interviews  with 
the  lenders  ;  and  the  brokers  in 
thofe  affairs  would  have  procured, 
me,  in  Jix  iveeks,  a  mill- on  of 
Jlorins,  at  five  per  cent,  interej}, 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  if  the  pow- 
ers with  which  I  was  invefled  had 
been  authorized  by  our  govern- 
ment, and  to  their  fatisfiiftion. 
However,  I  have  made  them  pro- 
mife,  that  if  t\\t  guarantee  of  Co»~ 
grefs,  for  which  I  nnw  write  to 
your  Excellency,  fli;;ll  arrive  wbilit 
1  remain  here,  they  vuiH  ad-vance 
the  /aid  million  on  that  Jecurity, 
until  the  full  powers  and  guarants, 
fuch  as  I  inclofe,  which  are  of  their 
own  compofition,  and  tranflatcd 
by  their  notary,  fhall  come  over. 
I  now  fend  you  the  Dutch  original 
and  the  tranflation,  for  your  ap- 
probation, and  the  Dutch  ori- 
ginal and  an  Englifh  tranflation  of 
the  guarantee  of  Congrefs.  If  I 
were  at  this  moment  in  pofleffion 
of  fuch  papers,  I  could  get  four 
nillions  of  Jlorins,  which  makes 
about  three  millions  of  Carolina 
currency,  at  five -per  cent,  payable 
lA  a]  2  in 
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in  fifteen  years,  viz.  nothing  for 
the  firft  ten  years,  but  one  million 
t'very  year  afterwards,  until  the 
whole  was  paid.  The  intereft 
payable  every  year.  The  broker's 
commiflipn,  or  premium,  as  they 
call  it  here,  is  from  one  to  two 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  at  the 
time  of  your  receiving  it  j  one 
per  cent,  the  merchant's  com- 
jniflion  for  negociating  the  bu- 
finefs,  and  one  half  per  cent,  on 
the  annual  intereft,  and  one  per 
cent,  commifllon  on  the  reim- 
burfement  of  the  capital ;  which 
together,  would  carry  the  .intereft 
to  about  five  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  a  year. 

The  objedions  which  they  make 
againft  my  prefent  full  power  is, 
that  it  is  therein  fpecified  for 
three  frigates,  and  that  there  is  a 
complication  in  faying,  that  I 
may  negociate  any  indeterminate 
fum,  inftead  of  naming  the  fixed 
fum.  This  want  of  fpecific  pre- 
•cifion  affedls  them  to  that  degree, 
that  I  cannot  give  them  any  fa- 
tisfaftion. 

Your  Excellency  is  at  prefent 
informed  upon  what  condition 
the  fum  in  queftion  may  be  pro- 
cured, in  cafe  the  State  ihould  be 
in  want  thereof.  If  the  laft  Ihould 
be  the  cafe,  and  if  the  conditions 
are  approved  of,  it  would  be  beft 
to  fend  a  fit  perfon  here  with  fuch 
full  powers  and  guarantee,  in 
fending  two  or  three  copies  after 
him  ;  or  elfe  to  fend  the  faid  do- 
cuments to  Meflrs.  Nicholas  and 
Jacob  Van  Staphorft,  merchants 
here,  or  to  fome  other  good  folid 
Dutch  houfe  here,  with  your  orders 
how  the  faid  money  is  to  be  em- 
ployed here.  But  as  the  faid 
Meflrs.  Van  Staphorft  have  laid 
the  foundation    of  this  affair,  -I 


leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  your 
Excellency,  whether  it  would  not 
be  beft  to  intruft  them  with  the 
execution  thereof.  I  have  had 
dealings  with  them  for  above  ten 
years,  and  am  informed  that  they 
are  generally  looked  upon  as  a 
very  folid  Dutch  houfe,  of  a  good 
capital,  and  known  integrity. 

I  have  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  is  doing  here,  and  I  have 
received  from  perfons  of  refpefta- 
ble  authority  the  intelligence  fpe- 
cified in  the  paper  annexed.  The 
Dutch  have  defigned  thefe  nine 
months  to  have  a  perfon,  here  au- 
thorifed  by  Congrejs  ;  not  that  they 
would  receive  him  as  a  public  mi' 
niJlcT'y  but  they  are  very  anxious 
to  have  the  moft  accurate  inform- 
ation ;  and  fuch  a  perfon  might 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
treaty  with  us,  until  .affairs  (hall 
be  come  to  greater  maturity  :  he' 
might  alfo  have  been  able  to  get 
money  here.  The  objeftion  againft 
the  adual  loan  of  money  for  the 
Congrefs  here  is,  that  it  does  not 
proceed  diredly  from  America ; 
and  to  ufe  the  language  of  the 
Old  Dutchman,  it  is  to  be  fran- 
chifed. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  the 
Prefident  Laurens  arrives  here 
foon,  he  will  find  a  reafonable 
and  ample  fum.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  acquainting  the  noble 
Continental  Congrefs  on  what 
terms.  I  am  fure  of  being  able 
to  borrow  here  a  fufficient  fum  at 
about  five  and  a  quarter,  or  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  including  all 
expences. 

I  am  in  hopes  of  receiving  foon 
advices  from  you  :  if  not,  I  fhall 
continue  as  mentioned  above,  and 
do  as  well  ^s  I  can,  making  all 
the  difpatch  in  tox^  power  to  return 
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home.  I  could  have  wished  that 
my  fate  had  been  to  remain  in 
America,  efpecially  as  I  (hould 
have  willingly  fupported  all  fa- 
tigues, and,  with  a  good  heart, 
braved  all  dangers,  in  preference 
to  the  plan  of  begging,  which  the 
neceffity,  occalioned  by  frequent 
deceptions,  has  forced  me  to 
adopt. 

I  raoft  fincerely  wi(h  you  health 
and  happinefs,  and  remain  with 
due  refpeft.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 
moft  obedient  and 
raoft  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  A.  Gillon. 

P,   S.     Mr.  Beaumarchais   will 
not  yet  pay  any  thing,  nor  furaifh 
any  account. 
His  Excellency  John  RutleJge,  Efq. 

Governor    and  Commander    in 

Chief  oj"  South  Carolina. 

Two  letters  were  alfo  commu- 
nicated, written  by  J.  D.  Van 
Der  Capellan  to  Mr.  Laurens, 
but  as  they  only  contain  the  fen- 
timentsof  a  private  individual,  we 
have  not  thought  it  neceiTary  to 
infert  them. 


Memorial  frefenied  to  the  States- 
General  on  the  \oth  injlant,  by 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  his  Majefy's 
Ambajfador  at  the  Hague,  con- 
cerning the  Jive  Papers  found 
amongjl  thofe  of  Mr.  Laurens, 
late  Frifident  of  the  Congrefs. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

TH  E  King,  my  matter,  has, 
through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  reign,  Ihewed  the  moft  fin- 
cere  defire  for  preferving  the  uni- 
on, which  has  fubfifted  upwards  of 
an  age,  between  his  Crown   and 


the  Republic,  This  union  is 
founded  on  the  durable  bafis  of  a 
reciprocal  intereft,  and  as  it  has 
greatly  contributed  to  thd  welfare  ' 
of  both  nations,  the  natural  ene- 
my of  both  the  one  and  the  other 
is  ufing  his  utmoft  policy  to  de- 
flroy  it ;  and  for  fome  time  patt 
his  endeavours  have  been  but  too 
fuccefsful,  being  fupported  by  a 
faftion  that  aims  at  domineering 
over  the  republic,  and  which  is  ac 
all  times  ready  to  facriiice  the  ge-  < 
neral  intereft  to  their  own  private 
views. 

The  king  has  beheld,  with 
equal  regret  and  furprife,  the  fmall 
effeft  which  his  repeated  claims  for 
the  ftipulated  fuccours,  and  the 
reprefentations  of  his  ambaflador, 
on  the  daily  violation  of  the  moft 
folemn  engagements,  have  pro- 
duced. 

His  Majefty's  moderation  has 
induced  him  to  attribute  this  con- 
duft  of  your  High  Mightineffes 
to  the  intrigues  of  a  prevailing 
faftion  ;  and  he  would  ftill  per- 
fuade  himfelf,  that  your  juftice 
and  difcernment  will  determine 
you  to  fulfil  your  engagements 
towards  him,  and  to  prove  by 
your  whole  conduft,  that  you  are 
refolved  vigoroufly  to  adhere  to 
the  fyftem  formed  by  the  wifdom 
of  your  anceftors,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  can  fecure  the  fafety 
and  glory  of  the  republic. 

The  an fwer  which  your  High 
Mightinefles  return  to  this  decla- 
ration, which  the  underfigned 
makes  by  the  exprefs  order  of  his 
Court,  will  be  confidered  as  the 
touchftone  of  your  intentions  and 
fentiments  refpeCling  the  King. 

For  a  long  lime  paft  the  King 

has  had  innumerable  indications 

of  the  dangerous  defigns  of  an  un- 
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ruly  cabal ;  but  the  papers  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  who  ftyles  himfelf  Pre- 
fident  of  the  pretended  Congrefs, 
furnifhes  the  difcovery  of  a  plot, 
unexampled  in  all  the  annals  of 
the  republic.  It  appears  by  thefe 
papers,  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
Amfterdam  have  been  engaged  in 
a  clandelHne  correfpondence  with 
the  American  rebels,  from  the 
month  of  Auguft  1778,  and  that 
ihllrudlions  and  full  powers  had 
teen  given  by  them  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty  of  indifputable 
amity  with  thofe  rebels,  who  are 
the  fubjeifls  of  a  fovereign  to  whom 
the  republic  is  united  by  the  clofeft 
engagements.  The  authors  of  this 
plot  do  not  even  attempt  to  deny 
it,  but  on  the  contrary  vainly  en- 
deavour to  juilify  their  conduft. 

In  chefe  circumftances,  his  Ma- 
jefty,  relying  on  the  equity  of 
your  High  Mightinefles,  demands 
a  forma!  difavowal  of  fuch  irre- 
gular conduct,  which  is  no  lefs 
contrary  to  your  moft  facred  en- 
gagements, than  to  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  conftitution  of 
Batavia.  The  King  demands 
equally  a  prompt  fatisfadion, 
proportioned  to  the  offence,  and 
an  exemplary  punifhment  on  the 
penfioner  Van  Berkel,  and  his 
accomplices,  as  difturbers  of  the 
public  peace,  and' violators  of  the 
law  of  nations. 

His  Majefty  perfuades  himfelf, 
that  the  anfwer  of  your  High 
Mightinefles  will  be  fpeedy  and 
fatisfacJtory  in  all  refpefts  ;  but 
Ihould  the  contrar^'  happen,  —  if 
your  High  Mightinefles  fliould 
refufe  fo  juft  a  demand,  or  en- 
deavour to  elude  it  by  iilence, 
which  will  be  regarded  as  a  re- 
fufal  :  then  the  King  cannot  but 
confidei:  tlie  republic  itfelf  as  ap. 
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proving  of  thofe  outrages  which 
they-  refufe  to  difavow,  and  to 
punifli  ;  an4  after  fuch  conduft, 
his  Majefty  will  find  himfelf  under 
the  neceflity  of  taking  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  the  prefervation  of  his 
own  dignity  and  the  efiential  in- 
terefts  of  his  people  demand. 

Given  at  the  Hague, 
Nov.  10,  1780. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Yorke. 

Hague,  Nov.  16.  The  follonuing 
is  the  Refolution  taken  by  the 
States  -  General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  relati've  to  the  In- 
fults  and  Violences  committed  at 
the  IJland  of  St.  Martin,  on  the 
^th  oflaji  Auguft. 

HAT  Count  Welderen, 
the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
from  their  High  Mightinefl'es  to 
the  Britifti  Court,  be  charged  to 
make  the  ftrcngeft  complaints  of 
the  faid  infults  and  violences,  and 
to  reprefent  in  the  moft  eneJ'getic 
manner.  That  their  High  Migh- 
tineffes  think  themfelves  in  the 
moft  fupreme  degree  aggrieved  by 
the  premeditated  violence  of  thfe 
inconteftable  territory  of  the  State 
at  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  done 
by  the  officers  of  his  Britifh  Ma- 
jefty, according  to  the  exprefs 
orders  of  the  King,  and  in  con- 
fcquence  of  a  written  declaration 
of  thofe  officers. 

That  no  power  ever  doubted 
but  all  bays  and  roads  belonged  to 
the  fame  powers  as  the  lands  an- 
nexed to  them,  and  that  all  who 
might  be  in  them  were  fheltered 
from  the  rights  of  war,  and  from 
all  hoftile  purfuits  ;  and  that  no 
power  is  in  any  way  authorifed  to 
take,  or  in  any  refpedl  to  moleft, 
veflels  fo  fheltered,  againft  the  will 
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of  the  fovereign,  without  its  be- 
ing looked  upon  as  an  indireft  at- 
tack :  that  notwithftanding  this, 
the  men  of  war  of  the  King  of 
Great-Bfitain,  fent  on  purpoie  by 
his  Admiral,  had  by  his  order 
feized  fome  American  vtfiels 
which  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
X  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  under  the 
cannon  of  the  fort,  and  took  them 
<  via  fatti,'  threatening,  if  the 
leaft  refi (lance  was  made  by  the 
fort,  that  it,  together  with  the 
whole  village  belonging  to  their 
High  MightineiTes,  Ihould  be 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  a  force 
fufficient  was  fent  to  carry  thefe 
their  orders  into  execution. 

That  their  High  MightinefTes 
cannot  look  upon  this  violent  ftep 
in  any  other  light  than  as  an  open 
violation  of  their  territory,  and  a 
contempt  of  the  independent  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  State  ;  and  flatter 
themielves  that  his  Majefty  muft 
perceive,,  that,  if  an  independent 
power  of  Europe  is  to  be  expofed 
to  fuch  infults  as  this,  all  liberty 
and  fecurity,  both,  in  and  out  of 
Europe,  will  then  only  depend 
upon  force ;  and  confequently, 
that  the  King  will  be  difpleafed 
at  this  hoftile  aftion  committed 
by  his  officers  againft  the  territory 
of  a  power,  which  has  not  only 
had  the  honour  to  be  allied  to 
Great-Britain  for  upwards  of  a 
century,  and  to  live  in  peace  and 
friendfliip  with  her,  but  from  the 
beginning  of- the  prefent  troubles 
in  America  has  not  refufed  to  re- 
Itrain  its  fubjefts  from  trading 
with  North-America  in  a  manner 
for  which  his  Majefty  has  acknow- 
ledged his  fatisfadion. 

That  their  High   Mightineffes 
could  not  pafs  over  in  iilencewhai 


has  happened,  but  at  the  fame 
time  muft  protoft  folemnly  sgaihft 
it,  and  moft  (Irongly  defire  of  his 
Majefty,  what  they  hope  from  his 
juftice,  his  friendlhip,  and  his 
equity,  to  obtain,  which  is,  a  full 
fatisfadion  for  the  violation  of 
their  territory,  in  which  the  in- 
tentions of  his  Majefty  may  be 
made  appear  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  powers  not  included  in 
the  troubles  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  of  their  territories  in  general, 
and  of  thofe  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  in  parti- 
cular. Sec, 


Memorial  p-efented  to  the  States- 
General,  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
on  the  i2/h  c/ December,  1780. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

THE  uniform  condiifl  of  the 
King  towards  the  Republic  ; 
the  friend  (hip  whiVh  hath  fo  long 
fublifted  between  the  two  nations ; 
the  'right  of  fovereigns,  and  the 
faith  of  the  moft  folemn  engage- 
ments, will  decide,  without  doubt, 
the  anfwer  of  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes to  the  Memorial  which  the 
under-iigned  prefentcd  fome  time 
ago,  by  exprefs  order  of  his  Court. 
It  would  be  to  miftruft  the  wifdom 
and  the  juftice  of  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes to  fuppofe  that  you  could 
paufe  a  moment  in  giving  the  fa- 
tisfaftiqn  deioaiided  by  his  Ma- 
jefty. .   ,     '  _     _>  „      •_-, 

A?  the  refolutions  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  of  the  27th  of  No- 
vember were  the  refult  of  a  deli- 
beration which  regarded  only  the 
interior  of  your  government,  and 
did  not  enter  upon  an  Anfwer  to 
the  faid  Memorial,  the  only  re- 
mark to  be  made  on  thofe  refo- 

[^«}  4  lutions 
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lutions  is,  tliat  the  principles 
which  have  diftated  them  evi- 
dently prove  the  juftice  of  the  de- 
mand made  by  the  King. 

In  deliberating  upon  that  Me- 
morial, to  which  the  under-figned 
liere  requires,  in  the  name  of  his 
Court,  an  immediate  and  fatif- 
faftory  anfwer  in  every  refpeft, 
your  High  Mightineffes  will  doubt- 
]efs  conlider  that  the  affair  is  of 
the  laft  importance ;  that  it  re- 
lates to  the  complaint  of  an  of- 
fended fovereign  ;  that  the  offence, 
for  which  he  demands  an  exem- 
plary punifhment,  and  a  complete 
iatisfaftion,  is  a  violation  of  the 
Batavian  Conftitution,  of  which 
the  King  is  a  guarantee ;  an  in- 
fraftion  of  the  public  faith  ;  an 
attempt  again  ft  the  dignity  of  his 
Crown  !  The  King  has  never 
imagined  that  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes had  approved  of  g.  treaty 
with  his  rebellious  fubjefls.  That 
had  been  raifing  the  buckler  on 
your  part ;  a  declaration  of  war. 
But  the  offence  has  been  com- 
jnitted  by  the  magiftrates  of  a 
city  which  makes  a  confid«rabIe 
part  of  the  State  j  and  it  belongs 
to  the  fovereign  power  to  punifh 
and  give  fatisfadion  for  it. 

His  Majefty,  by  the  complaints 
made  by  his  Ambaffador,  has 
placed  the  punifhment  and  the 
reparation  in  the  hands  of  your 
High  Mightineffes ;  and  it  will 
\  rot  be  till  the  laft  extremity,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  the  cafe  of  a  denial 
of  juftice,  or  of  filence,  which 
muft  be  interpreted  as  a  refufal, 
that  the  King  will  take  them  upon 
himfelf. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  12th 
of  December,  1780. 

(Signed)  Le  Chevai,,  Yorke. 


MANIFESTO 
0/  the  Court  of  Great-Britain. 
George  R. 
(L.S)/-j->HROUGH  the  whole 
X  courfe  of  our  reign, 
our  conduft  towards  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces 
has  been  that  of  a  fincere  friend 
and  faithful  ally.  Had  they  ad- 
hered to  thofe  wife  principles 
which  ufed  to  govern  the  Re- 
public, they  muft  have  fhewn 
themfelves  equally  felicitous  to 
maintain  the  friendfhip  which  has 
fo  long  fubfifted  between  the  two 
nations,  and  which  is  effential  to 
the  interefts  of  both  :  but  from  the 
prevalence  of  a  fadion  devoted  ts 
France,  and  following  the  diftates 
of  that  court,  a  very  different  po- 
licy has  prevailed.  The  return 
made  to  our  friendfhip,  for  fome 
time  paft,  has  been  an  open  con- 
tempt of  the  moft  folemn  engage- 
ments, and  a  repeated  violation 
of  public  faith. 

On  the  commencement  of  the 
defenfive  war,  in  which  we  found 
ourfelves  engaged  by  the  aggrelEon 
of  France,  we  fhewed  a  tender  re- 
gard for  the  interefts  of  the  States- 
General,  and  a  defire  of  fecuring 
to  their  fubjefts  every  advantage 
of  trade,  confiftent  with  the  great 
and  juft  principle  of  our  own  de- 
fence. Our  Ambaffador  was  in- 
ftrufted  to  offer  a  friendly  nego- 
ciation,  to  obviate  every  thing 
that  mlgiit  lead  to  difagreeable 
difcuffion  ;  and  to  this  offer,  fo- 
lemnly  made  by  him  to  the  States- 
General,  the  2d  of  November,  1778 
no  attention  was  paid. 

After  the  number  of  our  ene- 
mies, increafed  by  the  aggreffion  of 
Spain,    equally  unprovoked  with 
that  of  France,  we  found  it  ne- 
ceffary 
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cefTary  to  call  upon  the  States- 
General  for  the  performance  of 
their  engagements.  The  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  perpetual  defenfive 
alliance  between  our  crown  and 
the  States-General,  concluded  at 
Wefl:minfterthe3dof  March,  1678, 
befides  the  general  engagements 
for  fuccours,  exprefsly  ftipulates, 
*  That  that  party  of  the  two  al- 
lies that  is  not  attacked,  (hall  be 
obliged  to  break  with  the  aggreffor 
in  two  months  after  the  party  at- 
tacked Ihall  require  it :' — Yet  two 
years  have  pafled,  without  the  leaft 
affittance  given  to  us,  without  a 
fingle  fyllable  in  anfwer  to  our 
repeated  demands. 

So  totally  regardlefs  have  the 
States  been  of  their  treaties  with 
us,  that  they  readily  promifed  our 
enemies  to  obferve  a  neutrality, 
in  direft  contradiftion  to  thofe  en- 
gagements; and  whilft  they  have 
withheld  from  us  the  fuccours  they 
were  bound  to  furnifh,  every  fe- 
cret  affiftancC'  has  been  given  the 
enemy  ;  and  inland  duties  have 
been  taken  off,  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of 
naval  ftores  to  France. 

In  direfl  and  open  violation  of 
treaty,  they  fuffered  an  American 
pirate  to  remain  feveral  weeks  in 
one  of  their  ports,  and  even  per- 
mitted a  part  of  his  crew  to  mount 
guard  in  a  fort  in  the  Texel, 

In  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  fubjeds 
of  the  States-General,  in  concert 
with  France,  have  endeavoured  to 
raife  up  enemies  againft  us. 

In  the  Weft-Indies,  particularly 
at  St.  Euftatia,  every  proteftion 
and  afllllance  has  been  given  to 
our  rebellious  fubjefts.  Their 
privateers  are  openly  received  in 
the  Dutch  harbours;  allowed  to 
refit   there  j   fupplied    with   arms 


and  ammunition  ;  their  crews  re- 
cruited ;  their  prizes  brought  ia 
and  fold  ;  and  all  this  in  direft 
violation  of  as  clear  and  foiema 
ilipulations  as  can  be  made. 

This  conduft,  fo  inconfiftent 
with  all  good  faith,  fo  repugnant 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifeft  part  of 
the  Dutch  nation,  is  chiefly  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  prevaleace  of  the 
leading  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam, 
whofe  fecret  correfpondence  with 
our  rebellious  fubjeCls  was  fuf- 
pefted,  long  before  it  was  made 
known  by  the  fortunate  difcovery 
of  a  treaty,  the  firfl  article  of 
which  is : — 

**  There  (hall  be  a  firm,  invio- 
lable, and  univerfal  peace,  and 
fincere  friendfhip,  between  their  - 
High  Mightineffes  the  States  of 
the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North-America,  and  the  fub- 
jetls  and  people  of  the  faid  par- 
ties :  and  between  the  countries, 
iflands,  cities,  and  tovvns,  fituated 
under  the  jurifdii51ion  of  the  faid 
United  States  of  Holland,  and  the 
faid  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  people  and  inhabitants 
thereof,  of  every  degree,  without 
exception  of  perlon?  or  places." 

This  treaty  was  figned  in  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  by  the  exprefs  pr- 
der  of  the  Penfionary  of  Amfter- 
dam, and  other  princip;il  ma- 
giftrates of  that  city. — They  now 
not  only  avow  the  whole  iranf- 
aftion,  but  glory  in  it,  and  ex- 
prefsly fay,  even  to  the  States- 
General,  that  what  they  did  *  was 
what  their  indifpenfable  duty  re- 
quired.' 

In  the  mean  time,  the  States- 
General  declined  to  give  any  an- 
fwer to  the  Memorial  prefented. 
by  our  Ambaffador ;  and  this  re- 

fufal 
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fufal  was  aggravated  by  their 
proceeding  upon  other  biifinefs, 
nay  upon  the  confideration  of  this 
very  fubjed;  to  internal  purpofes.; 
and,  while  they  found  it  impoffible 
to  approve  the  conduft  of  their 
fubjefts,  they  ftill  induftrioufly 
avoided  to  give  us  the  fatisfaftion 
fo  manifeftly  due. 

We  had  every  right  to  expedl, 
that  fuch  a  difcovery  would  have 
roufed  them  to  a  jull  indignation 
at  the  infult  offered  to  us,  and  to 
themfelves ;  and  that  they  would 
have  been  eager  to  give  us  full 
and  ample  fatisfaftion  for  the 
offence,  and  to  inflidl  the  {evercA 
punifhment  upon  the  offenders. 
The  urgency  of  the  bufinefs  made 
an  in'ilant  anfvver  effential  to  the 
honour  and  fafety  of  this  country. 
The  demand  was  accordingly 
preffed  by  our  Ambaffador  in  re- 
peated conferences  with  the  mi- 
nifters ;  and  in  a  fecond  Memo- 
lial  it  was  preffed  with  all  the 
earneftnefs  .  which  could  proceed 
from  our  ancient  friendlhip  and 
.  the  fcpfe  of  recent  injuries ;  and 
the  anfwer  now  given  to  a  Memo- 
rial on  fuch  a  fubjedl,  delivered 
'  above  five  weeks  ago,  is,  *  That 
the  States  have  taken  it  ad  refe- 
rendum.'— Such  an  anfwer,  upon 
fuch  an  occalion,  could  only  be 
di'dtated  by  the  fixt  purpofe  of 
hoftility  meditated,  and  already 
refolved,  by  the  States,  induced 
by  the  offensive  Councils  of  Am- 
Jfterdam  thus  to  countenance  the 
hoftile  aggreffion,  which  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  that  city  have  made  in 
the  name  of  the  Republic. 

There  is  an  end  of  the  faith  of 
all  treaties  with  them,  if  Amfter- 
dam  may  ufurp  the  fovereign 
power,  may  violate  thofe  treaties 
with  impunity,   by  pledging  the 


States  to  engagements  dire£^ly 
contrary,  and  leaguing  the  Re- 
public with  the  rebels  of  a  fove- 
reign to  whom  Ihe  is  bound  by  the 
clofeft  ties.  An  infradion  of  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  meaneft 
member  of  any  country,  gives  the 
injured  State  a  right  to  demand 
fatisfaftion  and  punifhment :  — 
how  much  more  fo,  when  the 
injury  complained  of  is  a  flagrant 
violation  of  public  faith,  com- 
mitted by  leading  and  predomi- 
nant members  in  the  State?  Since 
then  the  fatisfaftion  we  have  de- 
manded is  not  given,  we  muff, 
though  moll:  reludlantly,  do  our- 
felves  that  juftice  which  we  cannot 
otherwife  obtain  :  we  muff  con- 
fider  the  States-General  as  parties 
in  the  injury  which  they  will  not 
repair,  as  fharers  in  the  aggreffion 
which  they  refufe  to  punilh,  and 
muff  a6l  accordingly.  We  have 
therefore  ordered  our  Ambaffador 
to  withdraw  from  the  Hague,  and 
fhall  immediately  purfue  fuch  vi- 
gorous meafures  as  the  occafion 
fully  juftifies,. and  our  dignity  and 
the  effential  interefts  of  our  people 
require. 

From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  we  wifh  it  were 
poffible  to  diretl  thofe  meafures 
wholly  againft  Amfterdam  ;  but 
^  this  cannot  be  unlefs  the  States- 
General  will  immediately  declare, 
that  Amfterdam  {hall,  upon  this 
occafion,  receive  no  affiftance  from 
them,  but  be  left  to  abide  the 
confequences  of  its  aggreffion. 

Whilii  Amfterdam  is  fuffered  to 
prevail  in ,  the  general  councils, 
and  is  backed  by  the  ftrength  of 
the  State,  it  is  impoffible  to  refift 
the  aggreffion  of  fo  cbnfiderable  a 
part,  without  contending  with  the 
whole.     But  we  axe  too  fenfible 
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of  the  common  interefts  of  both 
countries  not  to  remember,  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  a  conteft/  that  the 
only  point  to  be  aimed  at  by  us  is 
to  raife  a  difpofition  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Republic  to  return  to 
our  ancient  union,  by  giving  us 
that  fatisfadlion  for  the  palt,  and 
fecurity  for  the  future,  which  we 
fhall  be  as  ready  to  receive  as  they 
can  be  to  offer,  and  to  the  at- 
tainment of  which  we  fhall  direft 
all  our  operations.  We  mean  only 
to  provide  fdr  our  own  fecurity, 
by  defeating  the  dangerous  de- 
figns  that  have  been  formed  againft 
Us.  We  fhall  ever, be  difpofed  to 
return  to  friendfhip  with  theStates- 
General,  when  they  fmcerely  re- 
vert to  that  fyllem  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  their  anceftors  formed,  and 
which  has  now  been  fubverted  by 
a  powerful  faflion,  confpiring  with 
France  againfl  the  true  interefts  of 
the  Republic,  no  lefs  than  againft 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 
St.  Jameses  J  December  20,  1780. 
G.  R. 


Letter  from    Count    Welderen    to 
Lor</Stormont. 

My  Lord, 

I  A  M  much  obliged  to  your 
excellency  for  your  attention 
and  offer  of  fending  a  packet-boat 
to  Margate,  for  my  paffage-  to 
Oftend.  I  fhall  have  no  occafion 
for  the  fame,  having  already  en- 
gaged a  vefTel  from  Oftend,  nam- 
ed Le  Courier  de  I'Europe,  for 
that  purpofe.  This  vefTel  is  now 
lying  at  the  Tower,  ready  to  take 
jn  my  baggage.  I  beg  your  ex- 
cejlency  will  be  pleafed  to  caufe 
the  neceffary  orders  to  be  iffued 
from  the  Treafury  and  the  Caftom- 


houfe,  that  it  may  be  embarked 
without  any  hindrance.  As  fooii 
as  this  is  done,  the  faid  veffel  will 
fail  for  Margate,  whither  1  fhall 
repair  by  land  with  the  Countefs 
of  Welderen.  I  alfo  beg  your 
excellency  to  furnifh  me  with  the 
neceffary  poffports  for  my  voyage, 
and  likewife  with  two  paJports 
for  two  Dutch  expreffes,  named 
J.  Paux,  and  Augent  Kohler,  by 
the  way  of  Harwich. 

I  cannot  help  at  the  fame  time, 
to  exprefs  my  furprife  to  your 
lordfhip,  in  receiving  back  from 
your  excellency's  ofrice  the  letter 
which  1  had  the  honour  to  fend 
there:  nor  was  I  lefs  allonifhed 
when  my  fecretary,  whom  I  had 
fent  to  your  lordfhip's  office,  to 
inquire  the  reafon  of  returning  the 
faid  letter  without  being  opened, 
acquainted  me  therewith.  Give 
me  leave  to  obferve  to  your  lord- 
fhip, that  it  is  impoffible  to  know 
whether  a  proportion  is  admiffible 
or  not,  before  it  has  been  feen 
and  examined.  Their  High  Migh- 
tine/Ies  have  given  me  exprefs  or- 
ders to  deliver  unto  the  Britilh 
miniftry,  before  I  fhould  withdraw 
from  this  court,  the  papers  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  to 
your  excellency  yefterday  morning. 
How  can  I  execute  thefe  orders, 
if  you  will  not  permit  me  to  fee 
you,  nor  accept  any  letters  from 
me?  I  flatter  myfelf  that,  con- 
vinced of  the  juiiice  of  my  re- 
marks, you  will  be  plealed  to  ac- 
cept the  letter  which  I  fent  yef- 
terday, and  to  fend  me  a  line  in 
anfwer,  informing  me  of  your  in- 
tentions in  that  refpeft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Signed, 

V.  Welderen, 

London t  Dec,  Z9,  1780. 

Letter 
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Letter  from  Lord  Stormont  to  Count 
Welderen. 

SIR, 

UNTIL  the  conduft  of  the 
Republic  had  broken  the  ties 
cf  friend  (hip  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  which 
the  king  has  conftantly  defired  to 
preferve,  I  have  always  been,  as 
you  know  very  well.  Sir,  ready 
and  willing  to  confer  with  you  on 
all  occafions,  and  upon  all  objefts 
concerning  your  miniftry ;  and 
have  always  received  what  came 
from  your  part  with  due  attention. 
But  fince  all  connedion  between 
the  two  nations  is  broken  off  by 
the  aggreffion  of  your's,  and  fince 
I  have  officially  notified  unto  you 
the  king's  manifeflo,  and  orders 
given  in  confequence  thereof,  I 
can  no  longer  behold  you  as  the 
minifter  of  a  friendly  power.  You 
cannot,  therefore.  Sir,  attribute 
the  return  of  your  packet  without 
tny  opening  it,  but  to  the  execu- 
tion of  indifpenfable  duty  in  the 
prefeat  circumftances.  After  an 
open  rupture,  all  minifterial  eom- 
municaiion  between  us  muft  necef- 
farily  ceafe:  and  anterior  orders 
are  no  longer  applicable  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
Signed, 

Stormont. 


A  Report  of  the  Cemmijjioners  ap- 
f dinted  to  examine,  take,  and  ft  ate 
the  Public  Accounts  cf  the  King- 
dom. 

THE  a£l  of  parliament  that 
conftitutes  us  commiffion- 
ers  for  examining,  taking,  and 
Sating  the  public  accounts  of  the 


kingdom,  being  paffed,  we  enter- 
ed immediately  upon  theexecutioa 
of  the  powers  thereby  vefled  in  us; 
we  took  the  oath  prefcribed,  and 
fettled  the  neceffary  arrangements 
of  ofiice  and  forms  of  proceed- 
ing. 

The  legiflature  not  having  left 
to  our  difcretion,  which  of  the  va- 
rious fubjefts  referred  to  our  con- 
fideration  we  fhould  begin  our  en- 
quiries with,  but  on  the  contrary 
having  exprefsly  directed  us,  *  in 
the  firft  place,  to  take  an  account 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  feveral  accountants ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  to  call  upon  them 
to  deliver  in  a  ca(h  account ;  and 
to  confider  what  fum  it  might  be 
proper  to  leave  in  the  hands  of 
each  accountant  refpeftively,  for 
carrying  on  the  fervices  to  which 
the  fame  is  or  might  be  applica- 
ble, and  what  fums  might  be  tak- 
en out  of  their  hands  for  the  public 
fervice;'  we,  in  obedience  to  the 
afl,  immediately  applied  ourfelves 
to  that  fubjeft. 

The  public  accountants  may  be 
diftinguiftied  into  three  claffes. 

ili,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  fubjed,  to  be 
paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

2dly,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  Exchequer  by  way 
of  impreft,  and  upon  account. 

jdly,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  certain  of  this  clafs  of 
accountants,  fubjeft  to  account, 
and  who  may  be  called  fub-ac- 
countants. 

We  began  our  enquiries  in  the 
firft  clafs,  and  of  that  clafs,  with 
the  Receivers-general  of  the  land- 
tax.  To  come  at  a  knowledge  of 
their  names,  and  of  the  balances  of 
public  money  in  their  hands,  we 
procured  from  the   tax-ofiice   the 
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laft  certificate  of  the  remains  of 
the  land-tax.  By  that  certificate 
it  appeared,  that  of  the  land-tax, 
window,  and  houfe-tax,  to  Lady- 
day  laft,  the  arrears  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receivers-general,  upon 
the  14th  of  July  lait,  amounted 
to  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  pounds  nine 
Ihillings  and  five-pence  half-pen- 
ny.        _  _ 

As  this  certificate  was  grounded 
upon  returns  not  made  to  us,  bqt 
to  the  tax-office,  we  iffued  our 
precepts  to  every  Receiver-general 
of  the  land-tax,  and  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  thofe  who  are  dead, 
requiring  them  forthwith  to  tranf- 
mit  to  us  an  account  of  the  public 
money  in  their  hands,  cuftody,  or 
power,  at  the  time  they  Ihould 
each  of  them  receive  our  precept. 

Returns  were  accordingly  made 
to  all  our  precepts  ;  and  from  thefe 
it  appears,  that  the  balances  for 
the  taxes  on  land,  windows,  and 
houfes,  fervants,  and  inhabited 
hoiifes,  remaining  in  their  refpec- 
tive  hands  upon  the  days  therein 
mentioned,  amounted  together  to 
the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty, 
feven  tiioufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four- 
pence. 

We  proceeded  in  the  next  place, 
purfuant  to  the  diredlions  of  the 
aft,  to  enquire  to  what  fervices 
thefe  fums  were  or  might  be  ap- 
plicable, in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
ipeftive  accountants. 

And  we  find,  that  by  the  mili- 
tia aft  of  the  fecond  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  the  Receiver-general  of 
the  land-tax  for  every  county  is 
required  to  pay  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  every  company  of  the 
militia  of  that  county,  being  or- 


dered out  into,  or  being  out  ia 
aftual  feivice,  one  guinea  for  each, 
private  man  belonging  to  his  com- 
pany, upon  the  day  appointed  for 
marching  ;  and  that  by  the  aft  of 
the  twentieth  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty, for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mili- 
tia, he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the 
clerk  of  the  general  meetings  five 
pounds  five  Ihillings  for  each  meet- 
ing, and  to  every  of  the  clerics 
of  the  fub-divifion  meetings,  one 
pound  one  fhilling  for  each  meet- 
ing: and,  except  the  charges  of 
collefting,  receiving,  and  account- 
ing, we  do  not  find,  that,  whea 
the  militia  is  embodied,  the  du- 
ties collefted  by  thefe  receivers  are 
liable  to  any  payments,  or  appli- 
cable to  any  other  fervices  what- 
foever. 

In  the  returns  made  to  us  by 
Receivers-general,  fuch  fums  as 
are  ftated  to  have  been  paid  for 
thefe  fervices  of  the  militia,  for 
the  year  1779,  are  different  in 
different  cotinties;  but,  as  thefe 
payments  cannot,  from  the  nature 
of  them,  amount  in  any  county  to 
a  confiderable  fum,  we  conceive 
they  may  be  made  out  of  the  car- 
rent  receipts  of  thefe  taxes.      ^ 

As  the  Receiver-general  is  re- 
quired by  the  land-tax  aft,  within 
twenty  days  at  fartheft  after  he 
has  received  money  for  that  duty, 
and  by  the  afts  which  grant  the 
duties  on  houfes,  windows,  fer- 
vants, and  inhabited  houfes,  with- 
in forty  days  after  he  has  received 
thofe  duties,  to  pay  the  fame  into 
the  Exchequer  ;  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  enquire  upon  what 
grounds,  and  for  what  purpofes, 
the  Receivers-general  retained  in 
their  hands  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  thefe  duties,  fo  long  after  the 

fame 
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fame  ought,  according  to  the  4irec- 
tions  of  the  feveral  afts  above  men- 
tioned, to  have  been  paid  into  the 
Exchequer.  To  this  point,  amongft 
others,  we  examined  George  Role, 
Efq;  Secretary  to  the  Tax-office ; 
John  Fordyce,  Efq;  Receiver-ge- 
neral  for  Scotland;  William  Mit- 
ford,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
the  county  of  Suflex ;  Thomas 
Allen,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
part  of  the  county  of  Somerfet; 
Thomas  Walley  Partington,  Efq; 
Receiver-general  for  the  counties 
of  Northampton  and  Rutland, 
and  town  of  Northampton ;  and 
George  Rowley,  Efq;  Receiver- 
general  for  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon. 

In  thefe  examinations,  two  rea- 
fons  are  affigned  for  this  detention 
of  the  public  money ;  one  is  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  retnittances 
to  London,  efpecially  from  the 
diftant  counties;  the  other  is,  the 
infufficiency  of  the  falary  of  two- 
pence in  the  pound,  allowed  the 
Receiver  by  the  land-tax  and  other 
afts,  upon  the  fums  paid  by  him 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  anfwer  the 
trouble,  rife,  and  expence,  at- 
tending his  off.ce;  to  fupply  which, 
and  to  render  the  employment 
worth  having,  he  has  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  retain  in  his  hands  a 
confiderable  part  of  thefe  duties, 
for  the  purpofe  of  his  own  advan- 
tage. 

As  an  examination  into  the 
manner  and  charge  of  colleding 
iind  remitting,  in  an  office  of  re- 
ceipt, .'imilar  in  its  circuraftances, 
might  enable  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  validity  of  thefe 
reafons ;  we  direfted  our  enquiries 
to  the  colledlion  and  remittance  of 
the  duties  of  excife. 


For  this  purpofe,  we  examined 
Goulfton  Bruere,  Efq;  iirft  Gene- 
ral Accountant;    Richard  Paton, 
Efq;  fecond   General  Accountant 
in  that  office  ;  Mr.  Richard  Rich- 
ard fon,  Colleflor  of  Excife  for  the 
Hertford  colleftion  ;  Mr,  Thomas 
Ball,   Colledor  of  Excife  for  the 
Bath  colleflion ;  and  George  Row- 
ley, Efq;  who  is  Colledor  of  Ex- 
cife   for    the    Bedford    colleflion, 
as  well  as  Receiver-general  of  the 
land-tax  for  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon ;  and  George  Lewis  Scott, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Excife.     We  procured  too,   from 
that   office,    an    account    of   the 
groi's  and  nett  produce  of  the  Ex- 
cife, received  by  each  colleftor  for 
the  year   1779;    in   which  it  ap- 
pears,   that    the     grofs     produce 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  three  mil- 
lions feven  hundred  and  fourteen 
thoufand    feven   hundred    and   fe- 
venty-one  pounds  iixteen  (hillings 
and  an  half- penny,  exclufiveof  the 
receipt  at  the  Excife-office  in  Lon- 
don, paid  in  by  the  perfons  charg- 
ed, without  the  intervention  of  a 
colledor  :  which  grofs  fum,  being, 
as    we    apprehend,     confiderably 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  du- 
ties paid  to    the   Receivers-gene- 
ral,  is  collcfted  in  England   and 
Wales,    by   fifty-three   colledlors, 
bjeing    only    two   more    than    the 
number   of    Receivers-general    of 
the  land-tax,  including  Scotland. 
From    thefe    laft    examinations 
we    learn,    that  each    colleftor  of 
Excife  goes  his  rounds  eight  times 
in    the  year;    that  he  remits  the 
whole  of  his  nett  colleftion  in  every 
round  to  the  Excife-office,  chiefly 
by  bills  at  twenty-one  days  after 
date,  in  the  counties  near  London  ; 
at  thirty  days,  in  the  more  remote 

coun- 


S  T  A  T  E    F  A  .P  E  R  S. 


[383 


counties;  and  at  fifty  or  fixty  days 
in  the  rnoft  diftant,  and  none  at  a 
longer  date  ;  that  he  is  continually 
remitting  during  his  round;  and, 
within  a  week  after  it  is  finifhed, 
fends  up  by  a  balance-bill  all  that 
remains  of  the  duties  colleAed  by 
him  in  that  round  ;  that  he  finds 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  bills ; 
could  return  more  money  by  the 
fame  method ;  and  is  never  fuiFered 
to  keep  any  money  in  his  hands. 

Each  colledtor  is  paid  a  falary  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  fubjeft  to  deduftions  amount- 
ing to  one  ftiilling  and  nine-pence 
in  the  pound  ;  and  is  allqwed  per- 
quifites  to  about  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more;  and  gives 
fecurity  for  five  thoufand  pounds. 

We  endeavoured  to  form  fome 
computation  of  the  lofs,  fuftained 
by  the  public,  from  the  detention 
of  the  money  by  the  Receivers-ge- 
neral, and  for  that  purpofe  we 
called  for  an  account  of  the  quar- 
terly returns  made  by  them  to  the 
tax-office;  from  whence  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  average  fum  in 
their  hands,  from' the  5th  of  July, 
1778,  (when  the  mode  was  adopt- 
ed of  tranfmitting  the  account  on 
oath,)  to  the  7th  of  July  lafl, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thirty- 
four  thoufand  and  fixty -one 
pounds,  the  intereft  of  which,  at 
four  per  cent,  being  thirteen  thou- 
fand three  hundred  fixty .  two' 
pounds  a  year,  we  conceive  the 
public  have  been  obliged  to  pay, 
for  want  of  the  ufe  of  their  own 
money. 

But  the  lofs  has  been,  not  of  in- 
tereft only,  the  revenue  itfelf  has 
fuffered:  for  by  an  account  of  the 
arrears  and  defaulters  of  the  land- 
tax,   and   other  duties,  from   the 


year  1756,  which  we  called  for 
from  the  tax-office,  thofe  arrears 
in  the  hands  of  the  defaulters,  not 
included  in  the  firft  certificate,  ap- 
pear to  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  pounds  feven 
fhillings  and  two-pence  half-pen- 
ny, of  which  twenty. four  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifcy-feven  pounds 
feven  fhillings  and  two-pence  three 
farthings  is  acflually  loft  upon  com- 
pofition;  of  the  remainder,  part  is 
in  a  courfe  of  legal  proceedings, 
and  the  recovery  of  a  great  part 
doubtful;  whereas,  by  a  return 
which  we  required  from  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Excife,  for  the  fame 
period,  we  find  there  have  been, 
no  arrears  or  defaulters  among  the 
Officers  of  Excife,  except  in  one 
inftance,  to  the  amount  of  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds. 

From  this  comparative  view  of 
the  modes  of  collefting  and  re- 
mitting thefe  different  duties,  and 
of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the 
receiver  and  colledor  from  their 
feveral  employments,  we  are  in- 
duced to  think,  that  the  Receiver- 
general  of  the  land-tax  is  not  war- 
ranted in  his  detention  of  the  pub-, 
lie  money,  either  by  the  difficulty' 
of  procuring  bills,  or  by  the  infuf- 
ficiencv  of  his  falary. 

Suppofing,  however,  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  bills  really  to 
exift,  though  it  might  occafioa 
fome  delay  in  the  remittance, 
it  yet  is  no  juftification  of  the 
Receiver  for  conftantly  keeping  a 
large  balance  in  his  hands ;  and, 
admitting  the  poundage  not  to  be 
an  equivalent  for  his  pains,  yet 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
fent  mode  of  fupplying  the  defi- 
ciency,   by    permitting    him     to 
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withhold  the  duties,  is  injurious  to 
the  public,  and  ought  to  be  dif- 
continued. 

The  revenue  fliould  come  from 
the  pocket  of  the  fubjeft  direftly 
into  the  Exchequer  ;  but  to  permit 
Receivers  to  retain  it  in  their  hands, 
exprefsly  for  their  own  advantage, 
is  to  furnilh  them  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  motive  for  withholding  it.  A 
private  intereft  is  created,  in  direft 
oppofition  to  that  of  the  public; 
government  is  compelled  to  have 
recourfe  to  expenfive  loans ;  and 
the  revenue  itfelf  is  finally  endan- 
gered. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  there  are  no  fervices  to  which 
the  faid  fum  of  fix  hundred  fifty- 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  {hillings  and  four- 
pence  is  or  may  be  applicable  in 
the  hands  of  the  Receiver-generals 
of  the  land-tax,  or  for  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  fuch  of  them  as  are 
dead;  and  that  it  is  not  proper  to 
leave  any  part  of  it  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  hands ;  but  that  the  fame, 
or  fo  much  thereof  as  now  remains 
with  them,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  at  fuch  times, 
and  by  fuch  inftallments,  as  may 
be  thought  reafonable,  after  a 
practice  of  fo  long  continuance, 
and  as  ftiall  be  confident  with 
fuch  engagements  as  may  have 
been  entered  into  with  any  parti- 
cular Receivers. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PiGGOTT,  (L,  S.) 

Richard  Neavb,         (L.  S.) 
Sam.  Beachcroft,       (L,  S.) 
Geo.  Drummond.         (L.  S.) 
z-jth  Nov.  1780. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General 
Off.cers,  held  by  order  of  General 


Wafhington,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
tf/^America,  refpeditig Major  John 
Andre,  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Britifli  Army,  September  29,  1780. 

Publijhed  at  Philadelphia,  by  order 
of  Congrefs. 

ExtraEis  of  Letters  from  General 
Wafhington,  to  the  Prefident  of 
Congrefs. 

Robinfon^s  Houfe  in  the  High 
Lands,  Sept.  29,  1780. 
SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  inform  the 
Congrefs,  that  I  arrived  here 
yefterday  about  twelve  o'clock,  on 
my  return  from  Hartford.  Some 
hours  previous  to  my  arrival.  Ma- 
jor-general Arnold  went  from  hi» 
quarters,  which  were  at  this  place, 
and,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  over  the 
river  to  the  garrifon  at  Weft-point^ 
whither  I  proceeded  myfelf,  in  or- 
der to  vifit  the  port.  I  found  Ge- 
neral Arnold  had  not  been  there 
during  the  day,  and  on  my  return 
to  hii  quarters,  he  was  ftill  abfent. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  packet  had 
arrived  from  Lieutenant-colonel 
Jamefon,  announcing  the  capture 
of  John  Anderfon,  who  was  en- 
deavouring to  go  to  New-York 
with  feveral  interefting  and  im- 
portant papers,  all  in  the  hand- 
writing of  General  Arnold.  This 
was  accompanied  with  a  letter  from 
the  prifoner,  avowing  himfelf  to 
be  Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  to  the  Britifli  army,  re- 
lating the  manner  of  his  capture, 
and  endeavouring  to  (hew  that  he 
did  not  come  under  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  fpy.  From  thefe  feveral 
circumftances,  and  informatioa 
that  the  general  feemed  to  be 
thrown 
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thrown  into  fome  degree  of  agita- 
tion, on  receiving  a  letter  a  little 
time    before    he 'went    from    his 
quarters,   I  was    led   to   conclude 
immediately,  that  he  had  heard  of 
Major  Andre's  captivity,  and  that 
he   would,    if  poiFible,    efcape  to 
the  enemy  ;  and  accordingly  took 
'fuch   meafures   as    appeared    moft 
probable  to  apprehend  him  :  but 
he  had  embarked  in  a  barge,  and 
proceeded  down  the  river,   under 
a  flag,  to  the  Vulture  fhip  rf  war, 
which    lay   at    fome   miles    below 
Stoney  and  Verplank's  Point.   He 
wrote  me  a  letter  after  he  got  on 
board.     Major  Andre  was  not  ar- 
rived  yet;  but   I  hope  he   is  fe- 
cure,  and  that  he  will  be  here  to- 
day.    I  have  been,  and  am  taking 
precautions,    which    I    truft    will 
prove  efFeftual  to  prevent  the  im- 
portant  confequences   which    this 
condufl,  on  the  part  of   General 
Arnold,  was  intended  to  produce, 
I  do  not  know  the  party  that  took 
Major  Andre,  but  it  is  faid  it  con- 
fifted  only  of  a  few  militik,  who 
acled  in  fuch  a  manner  on  the  oc- 
cafion,   as  does  them    the  higheft 
honour,    and   proves   them   to    be 
men  of  great  virtue.     As  foon  as 
I  know  their  names,  I  fhall  take 
pleafure  in  tranfmitting   them  to 
Congrefs. 

Paramus,  OSi.  7,  1780. 
S  I  R, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to 
Congrefs  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  board  of  general  officers  in  the 
caufe  of  Major  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  to  the  Britifh  army.  This 
officer  was  executed  in  purfuance 
of  the  fentence  of  the  board,  on 
Monday  the  2d  inftant,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  at  our  late  camp  at  Tatx- 
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pan.  Befides  the  proceeding*,  I 
tranfmit  copies  of  fundry  letters 
refpeding  the  matter,  which  are 
all  that  pafled  on  the  fubjeft,  not 
Included  in  the  proceedings. 

I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  com- 
municate the  names  of  the  three 
perfons  who  captured  Major  An- 
dre, and  who  refufed  to  releafe 
him,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
earneft  importunities,  and  alTur- 
ances  of  a  liberal  reward  on  h?s 
part.  Their  names  are,  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams,  and 
Ifaac  Vanwerr. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General 
Officers,  held  by  order  of  his  Ex- 
cellcnc)  Gen.  Wajhington,  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  re^ 
fpeSling  Major  Andre,  Adjutant" 
general  of  the  Britifh  Army,  Sep- 
tember 2g,  1780,  at  Tappanj /« 
the  State  ofNcvj  York* 

PRESENT, 

Major-general  Green,  Presi- 
dent j  Major-general  Lord  Stir- 
ling, Major-general  St.  Clair, 
Major-general  the  Marquis  de  fa 
Fayette,  Major-general  Howe,  Ma- 
jor-general the  Baron  de  Steuben, 
Brigadier-general  Parfons,  Briga- 
dier-general Clinton,  Brigadier, 
general  Knox,  Brigadier-general 
Glover,  Brigadier-general  Patter- 
fon.  Brigadier- general  Hand,  Bri- 
gadier-general Huntington,  Bri- 
gadier-general Starke,  John  Lau- 
rence, Judge-advocate-general. 

Major  Andre,  Adjutant-general 
to  the  Britifh  army,  was  brought 
before  the  board,  and  the  following 
letter  from  General  Wafhington 
to  the  board,  dated  head-quarters, 
Tappan,  September  29,  17 80,  was 
laid  before  them,  and  read  : 

[5  ^]  Gen- 
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Salem,  24/^  Sept.  17 80, 


Gentlemen, 
Major  Andre,  Adjutant-general 
to  the  Britifh  army,  will  be  brought 
before  you  for  your  examination. 
He  camcAvithin  our  lines  in  tire 
night,  on  an  interview  with  Major- 
general  Arnold,  and  in  an  afTum- 
ed  charadler,  and  was  taken  with- 
in our  lines,  in  a  difguifed  habit, 
with  a  pafs  under  a  feigned  name, 
and  with  the  inclofed  papers  con- 
cealed upon  him.  After  a  care- 
ful examination,  you  will  be  plea- 
fed,  as  fpee^ily  as  poffible,  to  re- 
port a  precife  ftate  of  his  cafe,  to- 
gether with  your  opinion  of  the 
light  in  which  he  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered,  and  the  punifhment  that 
ought  to  beinflifled.  The  Judge- 
advocate  will  attend  to  aflift  in  the 
examination,  who  has  fundry  other 
papers^  relative  to  this  matter, 
which  he  will  lay  before  the 
board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
your  moft  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington. 

^he  Board  of  General  Officers  con- 
vened at  Tappan. 

The  names  of  the  officers  cOm- 
pofing  the  board  were  read  to  Ma- 
jor Andre,  and  on  his  being  afked 
whether  he  confeffed  the  matters 
contained  in  the  letter  from  his 
Excellency  General  Waftiington  to 
the  board,  or  denied  them,  he 
faid,  in  addition  to  bis  letter  to 
General  Wafhington,  dated  Sa- 
lem, the  24th  of  September,  1780, 
which  was  read  to  the  board,  and 
acknowledged  by  Major  Andre,  to 
have  been  written  by  him,  which 
letter  is  as  follows : 


S  I  R, 

WHAT  I  have  as  yet  faid  con- 
cerning myfelf,  wss  in  the  juftifi- 
able  attempt  to  be  extricated  ;  I 
am  too  little  accuftomed  to  dupli- 
city to  have  fuccceded. 

I  beg  your  excellency  will  be 
perfuaded,  that  no  alteration  ia 
the  temper  of  my  mind,  or  appre- 
henfion  for  my  fafety,  induces  me 
to  take  the  ftep  of  addreffing  you  ; 
but  that  it  is  to  fecure  myfelf  from 
an  imputation  of  having  affumed 
a  mean  chara(^er  for  treacherous 
purpofes,  or  felf-intereft :  a  con- 
duct incompatible  with  the  princi- 
ples that  actuated  me,  as  well  as 
with  my  condition  in  life. 

It  is  to  vindicate  my  fame  that  I 
fpeak,  and  not  to  folicit  fecurity. 

The  perfon  in  your  pcfTeflion  is 
Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant-ge- 
neral to  the  Britifh  army. 

The  influence  of  one  command- 
er in  the  army  of  his  adverfary, 
is  an  advantage  taken  in  war.  A 
correfpondence  for  this  purpofe  I 
held,  as  confidential  (in  the  pre- 
fent  inllance)  with  his  Excellency 
Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

To  favour  it,  I  agreed  to  meet 
upon  ground  not  within  ports  of 
cither  army,  a  perfon  who  was  to 
give  me  intelligenQe:  I  came  up 
in  the  Vulture  man  of  war  for  this 
efFed,  and  was  fetched  by  the  bqat 
from  the  fhore  to  the  beach:  be- 
ing there,  1  was  told,  that  the  ap- 
proach of  day  would  prevent  my 
return,  and  that  I  mud  be  con- 
cealed until  the  next  night.  I  was 
in  my  regimentals,  and  had  fairly 
rifqued  my  perfon. 

Againll  my  lUpulation,  my  in- 
tention, and  without  my  know- 
ledge before  hand,  1  was  conduft- 

ed 
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ed  within  one  of  your  ports.  Your 
excellency  may  conceive  my  fen- 
fation  on  this  occafion,  and  will 
imagine  how  much  more  I  muft 
have  been  afFefted,  by  a  refufal  to 
re-condu6l  me  back  the  next  night 
as  1  had  been  brought.  Thus  be- 
come a  prifoner,  I  had  to  concert 
niyefcape.  I  quitted  my  uniform, 
and  was  palled  another  way  in 
the  night,  without  the  American 
ports,  to  neutral  ground;  and  be- 
ing informed  I  was  beyond  all 
armed  parties,  and  left  to  prefs 
for  New-York,  I  was  taken  at 
Tarry-town,  by  fome  volunteers. 

Thus,  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  relate^  was- 1  betrayed  (being 
Adjutant-general  of  the  Britilh 
army)  into  the  vile  condition  of  an 
enemy  within  your  pcfts. 
/  Having  avowed  myfelf  a  Britifh 
officer,  I  have  nothing  to  reveal 
but  what  relates  to  myfelf,  which 
is  true  on  the  honour  of  an  officeti 
and  a  gentleman. 

The  requeft  I  have  made  to 
your  excellency,  and  I  am  con- 
fcious  that  I  addrefs  myfelf  well, 
IS,  that  in  any  rigour  policy  may 
dittate,  a  decency  of  conduft  to- 
wards me  may  mark,  that  though 
unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with 
nothing  diilionourable  ;  as  no  mo- 
tive could  he  mine,  but  the  fer- 
vice  of  my  king,  and  as  I  was  in- 
voluntarily an  impoftor. 

Another  requell  is,  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  v,frite  an  open  let- 
ter to  Sir  Henry  Clinron,  and 
another  to  a  friend  for  cloaths  and 
linen. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  mention 
the  condition  of  fome  gentlemen 
at  Charles-town,  who,  being  ei- 
ther on  parole,  or  under  protec- 
tion, were  engaged  in  a  confpira- 
cy  againll  us.   Though  their  fuua- 


tion  is  not  fimilar,  they  are  ob- 
jefts  who  may  be  fent  in  exchange 
for  me,  or  are  perfons  whom  the 
treatment  I  receive  might  affe<ft. 

It  is  no  lefs.  Sir,  in  a  confidence 
in  the  generofity  of  your  mind, 
than  on  account  of  your  fuperior 
ftation,  that  I  have  chofen  to  im- 
portune you  with  this  letter.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greateft  refped.  Sir,  your  excel- 
lency's moft  obedient, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 
John  Andre,  Adj.  Gen, 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhingtony  \3c. 

He  then  faid,  that  he  came  oti 
Ihore  from  the  Vulture  floop  of 
war,  in  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
firrt  of  September  inft.  fomewhere 
under  the  Haverrtraw  Mountain; 
that  the  boat  he  came  on  (hore  ia 
carried  no  flag,  and  that  he  had  oa 
a  furtout  coat  over  his  regimen- 
tals, and  that  he  wore  his  fur- 
tout  coat  when  he  was  taken  :— 
That  he  met  General  Arnold  on 
the  fhore,  and  had  an  interview 
with  him  there.  He  alfo  faid, 
that  when  he  left  the  Vulture  floop 
of  war,  it  was  underftood  he  was 
to  return  that  night;  but  it  was 
then  doubted  :  and  if  he  could  not 
return  he  was  promifed  to  be  con- 
cealed on  fljore  in  a  place  of  fafety, 
until  the  next  night,  when  he  was 
to  return  in  the  fame  manner  he 
came  on  fliore ;  and  when  the 
n^xt  day  came,  he  was  .folicitous 
to  get  back,  and  made  enquiries 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  how 
he  ftiould  return,  when  he  was 
informed  he  could  not  retura 
that  way,  and  he  muft  take  the 
route  he  did  afterwards.  He  alfo 
faid,  that  the  firft  notice  he  had  of 
his  being  within  any  of  our  ports, 
was,  being  challenged  by  the  fen- 

[5  ^]  2  try, 
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try,  which  was  the  firft  night  he 
was  on  the  fiiore.  He  alfo  faid, 
that  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  September  inftant,  he 
paffed  King's  Ferry,  between  our 
polls  of  Stoney  and  Verplank's 
Points,  in  the  drefs  he  is  at  pre- 
fent  in,  and  which  he  faid  was 
not  his  regimentals;  and  which 
drefs  he  procured  after  he  landed 
from  the  Vulture,  and  when  he 
was  within  our  poft ;  and  that  he 
was  proceeding  to  New  York,  but 
was  taken  on  his  way  at  Tarry- 
town,  as  he  mentioned  in  his  let- 
ter, on  Saturday  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember inftant,  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  following  papers  were  laid 
before  the  board,  and  fhewn  to 
Major  Andre,  who  confefTed  to  the 
board,  that  they  were  found  on 
him  when  he  was  taken  ;  and  faid 
they  were  concealed  in  his  boot, 
except  the  pafs  :■ 

A  pafs  from  General  Arnold  to 
"John  Anderfon,  which  name  Major 
Andre  acknonvledged  he  ajfumed. 

Artillery  orders,  September  5, 
J  780. 

Eftimate  of  the  force  at  Weft- 
Point  and  its  dependencies,  Sep- 
tember 1780. 

Eftimate  of  men  to  man  the 
works  at  Weft- point,  &c. 


Return  of  ordnance  at  V/ell- 
point,  September,  1786. 

Remarks  on  works  at  Weft- 
point. 

Copy  of  a  ftate  of  matters  laid 
before  a  council  of  war,  by  his 
Excellency  General  Wafliington, 
held  the  6th  of  September,  1780. 

A  letter  figned  "John  AnderJoUt 
dated  September  7,  1780,  to  Co- 
lonel Sheldon  *,  wa^  alfo  laid  be- 
fore the  board,  and  ftiewn  to  Ma- 
jor Andre,  which  he  ackm^wledged 
to  have  been  written  by  him,  and 
is  as  follows : 


iVifw  Torkf  Sept.  7,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  A  M  told  my  name  is  made 
known  to  you,  and  that  I  may 
hope  your  indulgence  in  permit- 
ting me  to  meet  a  friend  near 
your  out-pofts.  I  will  endeavour 
to  obtain  permiflion  to  go  out  with 
a  flag  which  will  be  fent  to  Dobb's 
Ferry,  on  Monday  next,  the  nth, 
at  12  o'clock,  when  I  fhall  be 
happy  to  meet  Mr.  G  — —  f . 
Should  I  not  be  allowed  to  go, 
the  officer  who  is  to  command  the 
efcort,  between  whom  and  my- 
felf  no  diftinftion  need  be  made, 
can  fpeak  on  the  affair. 

Let   me  intreat    you.    Sir,   to 


*  Left  it  fliould  be  fuppofed  that  Colonel  Sheldon,  to  whom  the  above  letter 
5s  addieffed,  was  privy  to  the  plot  carrying  on  by  General  Arnold,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  letter  was  found  among  Arnold's  papers,  and  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  Colonel  Sheldon,  who,  It  appears  from  a  letter  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember to  Arnold,  which  inclofed  it,  had  never  heard  of  John  Anderfon  be- 
fore. Arnold,  in  his  anlwcr  on  the  loth,  acknowledged  he  had  not  commu- 
nicated it  to  him,  though  he  had  informed  him,  that  he  expefted  a  perfon  would 
come  "from  New  York,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  him  intelligence. 

■\  It  appears  by  the  fame  letter  that  Arnold  had  written  to  Mr.  Anderfon, 
under  the  fignature  of  Guftavus,  His  words  are,  "  1  was  obliged  to  write  with 
great  caution  to  him,  my  letter  was  figned  Guftavus,  to  prevent  any  difcovery, 
in  cafe  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy," 

favour 
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favour  a  matter  fo  interefiing  to 
the  parties  concerned,  and  which 
is  of  To  private  a  nature,  that  the 
public  on  neither  fide  can  be  in- 
jured by  it. 

I  fliall  be  happy,  on  my  part, 
in  doing  any  adt  of  kindnefs  to 
you,  in  a  family  or  property  con- 
cern of  a  fimilar  nature. 

I  truft  I  fhall  not  be  detained: 
but  (hould  any  old  grudge  be  a 
caufe  for  it,  I  ftiould  rather  rifk 
that,  than  neglecl  the  bufinefs  in 
queftion,  or  alTume  a  myflerious 
charader  to  carry  on  an  innocent 
affair ;  and,  as  friends  have  ad- 
vifed,  get  your  lines  by  Health.  I 
am.  Sir,  with  all  regard. 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

John  Anderson. 

Colonel  Sheldon, 

Major  Andre  obferved,  that  this 
letter  could  be  of  no  force  in 
the  cafe  in  queftion,  as  it  was 
written  in  New  York,  when  he 
was  under  the  orders  of  General 
Clinton,  but  that  it  tended  to 
prove,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tions to  come  within  our  lines. 

The  board  having  interrogated 
Major  Andre,  about  his  concep- 
tion of  his  coming  on  fhore  under 
the  fandion  of  a  flag,  he  faid, 
"  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
fuppofe  he  came  on  fhore  under 
that  fanflion  ;  and  added,  that  if 
he  came  on  fhore  under  that  fanc- 
tion,  he  certainly  might  have  re- 
turned under  ir." 

Major  Andre  having  acknow- 
ledged the  preceding  fads,  and 
being  afked  whether  he  had  any 
thing  to  fay  refpeding  them,  an- 
fwered,  he  left  them  to  operate 
with  the  board. 

The  examination  of  Major  An- 


dre being  concluded,  he  was  re- 
manded into  cullody. 

The  following  letters  were  laid 
before  the  board  and  read: — Bene- 
did  Arnold's  letter  to  Gen.Wafh- 
ington,  dated  September  25, 1780; 
Colonel  Robinfon's  letter  to  Ge- 
neral Wafhington,  dated  Septem- 
ber 25,  1780;  and  General  Clin- 
ton's letter,  dated  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1780,  (inclofing  a  letter  of 
the  fame  date  from  Benedid  Ar- 
nold) to  General  Wafhington. 

On  hoard  the  Vulture,  Sept.  25 
1780. 

S  I  R, 

THE  heart  which  is  confclous 
of  its  own  reditude,  cannot  at- 
tempt to  palliate  a  ftep  which  the 
world  may  cenfure  as  wrong.  I 
have  ever  aded  from  a  principle  of 
love  to  my  country,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  un- 
happy conteft  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Colonies:  the  fame 
principle  of  love  to  my  country 
aduates  my  prefent  condud,  how- 
ever it  may  appear  inconfiflent  to 
the  world,  who  very  feldom  judge 
right  of  any  man's  adions. 

I  have  no  favour  to  alk  for  my- 
felf.  I  have  too  often  experienced 
the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to 
attempt  it;  but  from  the  known 
humanity  of  your  excellency,  I 
am  induced  to  afk  your  protedton 
for  Mrs,  Arnold,  from  every  in- 
fult  and  injury  that  a  miftaken 
vengeance  of  my  country  may  ex- 
pofe  her  to.  It  ought  to  fall  only 
on  me :  fhe  is  as  good  and  as  in- 
nocent as  an  angel,  and  is  incapa- 
ble  of  doing  wrong.  I  beg  fhe 
may  be  permitted  to  -return  to  her 
friends  in  Philadelphia,  or  to 
come  to  me,  as  fhe  may  chufe.  ' 
From  your  excellency  I  have  no 
[^^]  3  .  fears 
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fears  on  her  account,  but  {he  may     fame  manner  as  I  do,  I  mud  de- 
fufFer  from  the  miltaken   fury  of    fire  you  will  order  him  to  be  fee 


the  country. 

1  have  to  requeft  that  the  in- 
clofed  letter  may  be  delivered  to 
Mrs.  Arnold,  and  ihe  permitted  to 
write  to  me. 

I    have    alfo    to   afk    that    my 


at  liberty,  and  allowed  to  return 
immediately.  Every  ftep  Major 
Andre  took,  was  by  the  advice  and 
direftion  of  General  Arnold,  even 
that  of  taking  a  feigned  name,  and 
of   courfe   not    liable    to    cenfure 


cloaths  and  baggage,  which  are  of    for  it. 

little  confequence,  may  be  fent  to         I  am.  Sir,  not  forgetting   our 


ifte;  if  required,  their  valqe  ihall 
be  paid  in  money.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  with  great  regard  and 
efteem,  your  excellency's  molt  obe- 
dient fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington. 

N.  B.  In  juftice  to  the  gentle- 
men of  my  family.  Colonel  War- 
wick, and  Major  Franks^  I  think 
myfelf  in  honour  bound  to  declare, 
that  they,  as  well  as  Jolhua  Smith, 
Efq;  (who  I  know  is  fufpedled) 
are  totally  ignorant  of  any  tran- 
faftions  of  mine,  that  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  were  injurious  to 
the  public.  ^ 

Vulture,  offSinJink,  Sept.  25,  1780. 

S  1  R, 

I  A  M  this  moment  informed, 
that  Major  Andre,  Adjutant-gene- 
ral of  his  majefty's  army  in  Ame- 
rica, is  detained  as  a  prifoner.by 
the  army   under   your   command. 


former    acquaintance,    your    very 
humble  fervani, 

hzv.  Robinson, 
Col.  Roy.  Americ. 
His  Erxcellency  Gen.  Wajhington. 

New  York,  Sept.  26,  1780. 
Sir, 
BEING  informed  that  the 
king's  Adjutant-general  in  Ame- 
rica has  been  ftopt,  under  Major- 
general  Arnold's  pafTports,  and  is 
detained  a  prifoner  in  your  excel- 
lency's army,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  I  permit- 
ted Major  Andre  to  go  to  Major- 
general  Arnold,  at  the  particular 
requeftof  that  general  officer.  You 
will  perceive,  Sir,  by  the  inclofed 
paper,  that  a  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  to  receive  Major  Andre,  and 
pafTports  granted  for  his  return. 
I  therefore  cannot  have  a  doubt 
but  your  excellency  will  imme- 
diately dirert,  that  this  officer  has 


It   is  therefore  incumbent  on  me  permiffion  to  return  to  my  orders 

to  inform  you  of  the  manner  of  his  at  New  York, 

falling  into  yopr  hands  :  he  went  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 

up  with  a  flag,  at  the  requeft  of  excellency's   moft   obedient,    and 

General  Arnold,  on  public  bufi-  moft  humble  fervant. 


nefs  with  him,  and  had  his  permit 
to  return  by  land  to  New  York. 
Upon  thefe  circuraftances.  Major 
Andre  cannot  be  detained  by  you, 
without  the  greateft  violation  of 
flags,  and  contrary  to  the  cuftom 


H.  Clinton. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington. 

NewuTork,  Sept.  26,  1780. 
Si  r, 
IN  anfwer  to  your  excellency's 


and  uf;:ge  of  all  nations;  and  as  I     mefT^ge,  refpefting  your  Adjutant- 
imagine  you  will  fee  this  in  the    general.  Major  Andre,  and  delir 

veringi 
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vering  my  ideas  of  the  reafon 
why  he  is  detained,  being  under 
my  pafTports,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  that  I  apprehend  a 
few  hours  muft  return  Major  An- 
dre to  your  Excellency's  ord^i*^  as 
that  officer  is  affuredly  under  the 
proteflion  of  a  flag  of  truce,  fent 
by  me  to  him,  for  thepurpofe  of  a 
converfation,  which  I  requefted  to 
hold  with  him  relating  to  myfelf, 
and  which  I  wifhed  to  commu- 
nicate, through  that  officer,  to 
your  Excellency. 

I  commanded  at  the  time  at 
Weft-point,  and  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  fend  my  flag  of  truce  for 
Major  Andre,  who  came  to  me 
under  that  protection  j  and  having 
held  my  converfation  with  him,  I 
delivered  him  confidential  papers 
in  my  own  handwriting,  to  de- 
liver  to  your  Excellency.  Thinking 
it  much  properer  he  ftiould  return 
by  land,  I  directed  him  to  make 
ufe  of  the  feigned  name  of  John 
Anderfon,  under  which  he  had  by 
my  direftion  come  on  ftiore,  and 
gave  him  my  palTports  to  go  to  tie 
White  Plains,  on  his  way  to  New- 
York. This  officer  cannot, 

therefore,  fail  of  being  imme- 
diately fent  to  New-York,  as  he 
was  invited  to  a  converfation  with 
me,  for  which  I  fent  him  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  finally  gave  him  pafl"- 
ports  for  his  fafe  return  to  your 
excellency  ;  all  which  I  had  then 
a  right  to  do,  being  in  the  aftual 
fervice  of  America,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Wafliington, 
and  commanding-general  at  Weft- 
point,  and  its  dependenc  es. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
excellency's  moft  obedient,  and 
very  humble  fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 
ffis  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 


The  Board  having  confidered  the 
letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Wafhington  refpefting  Major  An-, 
dre.  Adjutant-general  to  the  Bri- 
tifti  army,  the  confeffion  of  Major 
Andre,  and  the  papers  produced 
to  them,  report  to  his  Excellency 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  fol- 
lowing fafts,  which  appear  to  them 
relative  to  Major  Andre  : 

Firft,  That  he  came  on  (here 
from  the  Vulture  floop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  21ft  of  September 
inftant,  on  an  interview  with  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  in  a  private  and  fe- 
cret  manner. 

Secondly,  That  he  changed  his 
drefs  within  our  lines ;  and  under 
a  feigned  name,  and  in  a  difguifed 
habit,  pafl!ed  our  works  at  Stoney 
and  Verplank's  points,  the  even- 
ing of  the  zzd  of  September  in- 
ftant, and  was  taken  the  morning 
of  the  23d  of  September  inftant, 
at  Tarry- town,  in  a  difguifed  ha- 
bit, he  being  then  on  his  Vvay  for 
New- York  ;  and  vi'hen  taken,  he 
had  in  his  pofl^effion  feveral  papers, 
which  contained  intelligence  for 
?.he  enemy. 

The  Board  having  maturely 
confidered  thefe  fafts,  do  alfo  re- 
port to  his  Excellency  General 
Waftiington,  that  Major  Andre, 
Adjutant-general  to  the  Britiftx 
army,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fpy  from  the  enemy,  and  that, 
agreeable  to  the  law  and  ufage 
of  nations,  it  is  their  opinion,  he 
ought  to  fufi^er  death. 

Nathaniel  Green,  major-gene- 
ral, prefident ;  Stirling,  major- 
general  ;  La  Fayette,  major-gene- 
ral ;  Ar.  St.  Clair,  major-general  ; 
R.Howe,  major-general  J  Steuben, 
major-general ;  Samuel  H.  Par- 
fons,  brigadier  -  general  ;  James 
Clinton, brigadier-generai;  Henry 
[J?  b]  4  Knox, 
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Knox,  brigadier-general  artillery 
John  Glover,  brigadier-general 
John  Patterfort,  brigadier-general 
Edward  Hand,  brigadier-general 
J.  Huntington,  brigadier-general 
John  Starke,  brigadier -general 
John  Laurence,  judge- advocate 
general. 


APPENDIX. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Andre, 
Adjutant .  general,  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K,  B.  iSc  ifTc. 

Tappan,  Sept.  29,  1 7  80. 
Sir, 

YOUR  excellency  is  doubtJefs 
already  apprifed  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  was  taken,  and  poffibly  of 
the  ferious  light  in  which  my  con- 
dud  is  confidered,  and  the  rigorous 
determination  that  is  impending. 

Under  thefe  circumlhnces,  I 
have  obtained  General  Waihing- 
ton's  permiffion  to  fend  you  this 
letter,  the  objeft  of  which  is,  to 
remove  from  your  breaft  any  fuf- 
^  picion  that  I  could  imagine  I  was 
bound  by  your  excellency's  orders 
to  expofe  myfelf  to  what  has  hap- 
pened. The  events  of  coming 
within  an  enemy's  polls,  and  of 
changing  my  drefs,  which  led  me 
to  my  prefent  fituation,  were  con- 
trary to  my  own  intentions,  as 
they  were  to  your  orders ;  and  the 
circuitous  route  which  I  took  to 
return,  was  impofed,  (perhaps 
unavoidably)  without  alternative, 
upon  me. 

I  am  perfedlly  tranquil  in  mind, 
and  prepared  for  any  fate  to  which 
an  honefl;  zeal  for  my  king's  fer- 
vice  may  have  devoted  me. 

In  addrefling  myfelf  to  your 
excellency  on  this  occafion,  the 
force  of  all  my  obligations  to  you, 
9n4  Qf  the  attachment  and  grati<i> 


tude  I  bear  you,  recurs  to  me. 
With  all  the  warmth  of  my  heart, 
I  give  you  thanks  for  your  excel- 
lency's profufe  kindnefs  to  me ! 
and  I  fend  you  the  mod  earned 
wilhes  for  your  welfare,  which  a 
faithful,  afFedionate,  and  refpeft- 
ful  attendant  can  frame. 

I  have  a  mother  and  three 
fillers,  to  whom  the  value  of  my 
commjffion  would  be  an  objeft,  as 
the  lofs  ef  Grenada  has  much 
affectled  their  income.  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  be  more  explicit  on  this 
fubjed  ;  I  am  perfuaded  of  your 
excellency's  goodnefs. 

I  receive  the  greatefl  attention 
from  his  excellency  General  VVa{h-» 
ington,  and  from  every  pcrfoa 
under  whofe  charge  1  happen  to 
be  placed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  moft  refpedful  attachment, 
your  excellency's  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

John  Andre,  Adjutant-gen, 
(Addreffed) 
His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
K.B.  ^c.  l^c.  ^c. 

Copv  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
Gf/z^A-fl/ Waftiington,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Head- garters ^  Sept.  30,  1780, 

Sir, 

I N  anfwer  to  your  excellency's 
letter  of  the  26th  inftant,  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive,  I  am 
to  inform  you,  that  Major  Andrq 
was  taken  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  as  would  have  juftified  the 
moft  fummary  proceedings  againft 
him,  I  determined,  however,  to 
refer  his  cafe  to  the  examination 
and  decifion  of  a  board  of  general 
officers,  who  have  reported,  on  his 
free  and  voluntary  eonfeffion  and 
letters;, 
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letters,  "  That  he  came  on  fhore 
from  the  Vulture  floop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  21^  of  Septem- 
ber," Sec.  &c.  as  in  the  report  of 
the  board  of  general  officers. 

From  thefe  proceedings  it  is 
evident.  Major  Andre  was  em- 
ployed in  the  execution  of  mea- 
sures very  foreign  to  the  objefts  of 
iiags  of  truce,  and  fuch  as  they 
were  never  meant  to  authorize  or 
countenance  in  the  moft  diftant 
degree;  and  this  gentleman  con- 
feifed,  with  the  greateft  candour, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  examination, 
•'  That  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  fuppofe,  he  came  on  fhore  under 
the  fanftion  of  a  flag." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
excellency's  moft  obedient,  and 
moll  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington, 
(Addrefled) 
Uis  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

In  this  letter.  Major  Andre's, 
of  the  29th  of  September,  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  was  tranfmitted, 

Ne'W-7'ork,  Sept,  26,   1 780. 

Sir, 

PERSUADED  that  you  are 
inclined  rather  to  promote  than 
prevent  the  civilities  and  adls  of 
humanity,  which  the  rules  of  war 
permit  between  civilized  nations, 
I  find  no  difficulty  in  reprefenting 
to  you,  that  feveral  letters  and 
meflages  fent  from  hence,  have 
been  difregarded,  are  unanfwered, 
and  the  flags  of  truce  that  carried 
them  detained.  As  I  ever  had 
treated  all  flags  of  truce  with  ci- 
vility and  refped,  I  have  a  right 
to  hope,  that  you  will  order  my 
complaint  to  be  immediately  re- 
dfffled. 


Major  Andre,  who  vifited  an 
officer  commanding  in  a  diftridl  at 
his  own  defire,  and  aded  in  every 
circumftance  agreeable  to  his  di- 
redlion,  I  find  is  detained  a  pri- 
foner  :  my  friendlhip  for  him  leads 
me  to  fear,  he  may  fuifer  fome 
inconvenience  for  want  of  ne- 
ceflaries ;  I  vviih  to  be  allowed  to 
fend  him  a  few,  and  fliall  take  it 
as  a  favour  if  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  permit  his  fervant  to  deliver 
them.  In  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  ab- 
fence,  it  becomes  a  part  of  my 
duty  to  make  this  reprefentatioa 
and  requeft, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant. 

James  Robertson,  Lieut. Gen. 

His  Excellency  Gen,  WaJhington„ 

Tappan,  Sept.  50,  1 7  80, 


b  I   R, 

I  HAVE  juft  received  your 
letter  of  the  26th.  Any  delay 
which  may  have  attended  your 
flags  has  proceeded  from  accident, 
and  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  occafion,  not  from  any  inten- 
tional negleft,  or  violation.  The 
letter  that  admitted  of  an  anfwer, 
has  received  one  as  early  as  it 
could  be  given  with  propriety, 
tranfmitted  by  a  flag  this  morning. 
As  to  meflTages,  I  am  uninformed 
of  any  that  have  been  fent. 

The  necefl'aries  for  Major  Andre 
will  be  delivered  to  him,  agree- 
able to  your  requeft. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant. 

G.  Washington. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.  Gen.  Robert/on , 
Ne'vj-Tork, 
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Kenu-Yorky  Sept.  30^   1780. 
S  1  R, 

FROM  your  excellency's  letter 
of  this  date,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
Board  of  General  officers,  to  whom 
you  referred  the  cafe  of  Major  An- 
dre, cannot  have  been  rightly  in- 
formed of  all  the  circumitances  en 
which  a  judgment  ought  to  be 
formed.  I  think  it  of  the  higheft 
moment  to  humanity,  that  your 
excellency  fhould  be  perfeftly  ap- 
prized of  the  ftate  of  this  matter, 
before  you  proceed  to  put  that 
judgment  in  execution. 

For  this  reafon,  I  fijall  fend  his 
Excellency  Lieutenant-general  Ro- 
bertfon,  and  two  other  gentlemen, 
to  give  you  a  true  ftate  of  fafls, 
and  to  declare  to  you  my  fenti- 
ments  and  refolutions.  T'.iey  will 
fet  oat  to-morrow  as  early  as  the 
wind  and  tide  will  permit,  and 
wait  near  Dobb's- ferry  for  your 
permiuion  and.  fafe  con.dudl,  .  to 
incet  your-  Excellency,  or  fuch 
pcrfo/.s  as  you  may  appoint,  to 
converfe  with  ihem  on  thisfubjeft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency's  moll  obedient  and 
humble  fervant, 

H.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  The  Hon.  Andrew  Elliot, 
E<o;  Lieutfnant  -  governor,  and 
the  Hon.  William  Smith,  Chief 
Juftice  of  this  province,  will  attend 
his  Excellency  Lieutenant-general 
Robertfon,  H.  C. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington. 

Lieutenant-general  R'>bertfon, 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  Mr,  Smith,  came 
up  in  a  Piag  veflel  to  Dobb's -ferry, 
agreeable  to  the  above  letter.  The 
two  lall  were  not  fuffered  to  land. 
General  Robertfon  was  permitted 
to  come  on  fhore,  and  was  met  by 


Major-general  Greene,  who  ver- 
bally reported,  that  General  Ro- 
bertfon mentioned  to  him  in  fub- 
fiance  what  is  contained  in  his 
letter  of  the  2d  of  Oftober,  to 
General  Wafhington, 

Neiv-rori,  0<3.  i,   1780. 

Sir, 

I  TAKE  this  opportunity  to 
inform  your  Excellency,  that  I 
confider  myfelf  no  longer  ading 
under  the  commiflion  of  Congrefs  : 
their  laft  to  me  being  among  my 
papers  at  Weft. Point,  you,  Sir, 
will  make  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  you 
think  proper. 

At  the  fame  time  I  beg  leave  to 
alTure  your  Excellency,  that  ray 
attachment  to  the  true  intereft  of 
my  country  is  invariable,  ar.d  that 
I  am  aftuated  by  the  fame  prin- 
ciple which  has  ever  been  the  go- 
verning rule  of  my  conduct  in  this 
unhappy  conteft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very 
refpectfully,  your  Excellency's  moil 
obedient  humble  fervant. 

B.  Arnold. 
His  Excellency  Gen,  Wajhington. 

Greyhound  Schooner,  Flag  of  Truce, 
Dobb's-Ferry,  Od.  2,    1780. 

S  I  R, 
A  NOTE  1  have  from  General 
Greene,  leaves  me  in  doubt  if  his 
memory  had  ferved  him  to  relate 
to  you,  with  exadlnefs,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  converfation  that  had 
paiTed  between  him  and  myfelf, 
on  the  fubjedl  of  Major  Andre  : 
in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  my  friend,  to  the  two 
armies,  and  humanity,  I  would 
leave  no  pofTibility  of  a  mifunder- 
ftanding,  and  therefore   take  the 

liberty 
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liberty  to  put  in  writing  the  fub- 
llance  of  what  I  faid  to  General 
Greene. 

I  offered  to  prove,  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Colonel    Robinfon,   and 
the   officers  of  the  Vulture,   that 
Major   Andrei    went   on    fhore    at 
General  Arnold's  defire,  in  a  boat 
fent  for  him  with  a  flag  of  truce  ; 
that  he  not  only  came  afhore  with 
the  knowledge  and  under  the  pro- 
teflion  of  the  general  who  com- 
manded in   the  diftridt,   but   that 
he  took   no   ftep  while   on   (bore, 
but  by  the   direftion  of  General 
Arnold,    as    will   appear    by   the 
inclofed  letter  froifi  him  to  your 
Excellency.     Under  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  I  could    not,  and    hoped 
you    would  not,    confider    Major 
Andre  as  a  fpy,  for  any  improper 
phrafe  in  his  letter  to  you. 

The  fafts  he  relates  correfpond 
with  the  evidence  I  offer ;  but  he 
admits  a  conclufion  that  does  not 
follow.  The  change  of  cloaths 
and  name  was  ordered  by  General 
Arnold,  under  whofe  directions  he 
neceffarily  was  while  within  his 
command. 

As  General  Greene  and  I  did 
not  agree  in  opinion,  1  wiQied, 
that  difinterefted  gentlemen  of 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  war  and 
nations  might  be  alked  their  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjeft,  and  men- 
tioned Monficur  Knyphaufen  and 
General  Rochambault. 

I  related,  that  a  Captain  Ro. 
binfon  had  been  delivered  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  as  a  fpy,  and  un- 
doubtedly was  fuch  ;  but  that  it 
being  fignified  to  him,  that  you 
were  defirous  that  the  man  Ihould 
be  exchanged,  he  had  ordered  him 
to  be  exchanged. 

I  wilhed  that  an  intercoarfe  of 
fuch  civilities,  as  the  rules  of  war 


admit  of,  might  take  off  many  of 
its  horrors.  I  admitted  that  Ma- 
jor Andre  had  a  great  fhare  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  efteem,  and 
that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged 
by  his  liberation  ;  and  that,  if  he 
was  permitted  to  return  with  me, 
I  would  engage  to  have  any  perfon 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  name, 
fet  at  liberty. 

I  added,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  never  put  to  death  any  perfoa 
for  a  breach  of  the  rules  of  war, 
though  he  had,  and  now  has, 
many  in  his  power,  tinder  the 
prefent  circumilances,  much  good 
may  arife  from  humanity,  much 
ill  from  the  want  of  it.  If  that 
could  give  any  weight,  I  beg  leave 
to  add,  that  your  favourable  treat- 
ment of  Major  Andre,  will  be  a 
favour  1  fhould  ever  be  intent  to 
return  to  any  you  hold  dear. 

My  memory  does  not  retain, 
with  the  exadnefs  I  could  wifh, 
the  words  of  the  letter  which  Ge- 
neral Greene  fhewed  me  from  Ma- 
jor Andre  to  your  Excellency. 
For  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  fatif- 
fadtion,  I  beg  you  will  order  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  fent  to  me  at 
New- York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency's  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

James  Robertson* 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington. 


Ne-w-Tork,  Oa.  i,  1780, 

S  I  R, 

THE  polite  attention  fhewn 
by  your  Excellency  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  your  family  to  Mrs.  Ar- 
nold, when  in  diftrefs,  demands 
my  grateful  acknowledgment  and 
thanks,  which  I  beg  leave  to  pre- 
fent. 

From 
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From  your  Excellency's  letter  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  find  a  Board 
of  General  Officers  have  given  it 
Sls  their  opinion,  that  Major  Andre 
comes  under  the  defcription  of  a 
fpy:  my  good  opinion  of  the  can- 
dour and  j uftice  of  thofe  gentlemen 
leads  me  to  believe,  that  if  they 
had  been  made  fully  acquainted 
with  every  circumflance  reipeding 
Major  Andre,  they  would  by  no 
means  have  confidered  him  in  the 
light  of  a  fpy,  or  even  of  a  pri- 
foner.  In  j  uftice  to  him,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  he 
came  from  on  board  the  Vulture 
at  my  particular  requeft,  by  a  flag 
fent  on  purpofe  for  him  by  Jofhua 
Smith,  Efq;  who  had  permiffion  to 
go  to  Dobb's' ferry  to  carry  letters, 
and  for  other  purpofes  not  men- 
tioned, and  to  return.  This  was 
done  as  a  blind  to  the  fpy-boats. 
Mr.  Smith  at  the  fame  time  had 
my  private  direftions  to  go  on 
board  the  Vulture,  and  bring  on 
ihore  Colonel  Robin fon,  or  Mr. 
John  Anderfon,  which  was  the 
name  I  had  requefted  Major  An- 
dre to  afTume  :  at  the  fame  time  I 
defired  Mr.  Smith  to  inform  him, 
that  he  fhould  have  my  protedion, 
and  a  fafe  pafTport  to  return  in  the 
fame  boat,  as  foon  as  our  bufi«efs 
was  completed.  As  feveral  acci- 
dents intervened  to  prevent  his 
being  fent  on  board,  I  gave  him 
my  pafTport  to  return  by  land. 
Major  Andre  came  on  fhore  in 
his  uniform  (without  difguife) 
which,  with  much  reluftance,  at 
my  particular  and  preffing  inftance, 
he  exchanged  for  another  coat,  I 
furniftied  him  with  a  horfe  and 
faddle,  and  pointed  out  the  route 
by  which  he  was  to  return  :  and  as 
commanding  officer  in  the  depart-- 
inent,  I  had  an  undoubted  right 


to  tranfaft  all  thefe  matters,  which, 
if  wrong.  Major  Andre  ought  by 
no  means  to  fufFer  for  them. 

But  if,  after  this  juft  and  can- 
did reprefentation  of  Major  An- 
dre's cafe,  the  Board  of  General 
Officers  adhere  to  their  former 
opinion,  I  Ihall  fuppofe  it  didlated 
by  paffion  and  refentment;  and  if 
that  gentleman  fhould  fufFer  the_ 
feverity  of  their  fentence,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  bound  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  honour,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  your 
army  as  may  fall  within  my  power, 
that  the  reipeft  due  to  flags,  and 
to  the  law  of  nations,  may  be 
better  underftood  and  obferved, 

I  have  farther  to  obferve,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  have  juftly  for- 
feited their  lives,  which  have  hi- 
therto been  fpared  by  the  cle- 
mency of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  cannot  in  juftice 
extend  his  mercy  to  them  any 
longer,  if  Major  Andre  fufi'ers  ; 
which,  in  all  probability,  will  open 
a  fcene  of  blood,  at  which  hu- 
"manity  will  revolt. 

SufFeif  me  to  in  treat  your  Ex- 
cellency, for  your  own,  and  the  - 
honour  of  humanity,  and  the  love 
you  have  of  juftice,  that  you  fufFer 
not  an  unjuft  fentence  to  touch  the 
life  of  Major  Andre. 

But  if  this  warning  fhould  be 
difregarded,  and  he  fufi^er,  I  call 
heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  that 
your  Excellency  will  be  juftly  an- 
fwerable  for  the  torrent  of  blood 
that  may  be  fpilt  in  confequence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
due  refpedl,  your  Excellency's  moll 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 
B.  Arnold, 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington. 
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Tappanj  0£i.  I,  1780. 

Sir, 

BUOYED  above  the  terror  of 
death,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
life  devoted  to  honourable  purfuits, 
and  ftained  with  no  aftion  that 
can  give  me  remorfe,  I  truft  that 
the  requeft  I  make  to  your  Excel- 
lency at  this  ferious  period,  and 
which  is  to  foften  my  laft  mo- 
ments, will  not  be  rejefled. 

Sympathy  towards  a  foldier  will 
furely  induce  your  Excellency  and 
a  military  tribunal  to  adapt  the 
mode  of  my  death  to  the  feelings 
of  a  man  of  honour. 

Let  me  hope.  Sir,  that  if  aught 
in  my  charadler  imprefles  you  with 
cfteem  towards  me,  if  aught  in  my 
misfortunes  marks  me  as  the  vitlim 
of  policy,  and  not  of  refentment,  I 
Ihall  experience  the  operation  of 
thefe  feelings  in  your  breaft,  by 
being  informed  that  I  am  not  to 
die  on  a  gibbet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency's  moft  obedient,  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

John  Andre, 

Adj.  Gen.  to  the  Britifh  Army. 

The  time  which  elapfed  between 
the  capture  of  Major  Andre,  which 
was  the  23d  of  September,  and 
his  execution,  which  did  not  take 
place  till  twelve  o'clock  on  the 
zd  of  October;  the  mode  of  try- 
ing him  ;  his  letter  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K.  B.  on  the  2gth  of 
September,  in  which  he  faid,  *'  I 
receive  the  greateft  attention  from 
his  Excellency  General  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  from  every  perfon  under 
whofe  charge  I  happen  to  be 
placed^"  not  to  mention  many 
other  acknowledgments  which  he 
made  of  the  good  treatment  he 
received ;    muft   evince,  that  the 
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proceedings  again  ft  him  were  not 
guided  by  paffion  or  refentment. 
The  pradice  and  ufage  of  war 
were  againft  his  requeft,  and  made 
the  indulgence  he  folicited,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  he  was,  inadmiffible. 

Publifhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson. 

General  A  mold 'j  Addrefs  to  the  In* 
habitants  of  America,  after  hwving 
abandoned  the  Service  of  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Ne<iv-TorkfO£l,'j,  1780. 

I  SHOULD  forfeit,  even  in  my 
own  opinion,  the  place  I  have 
fo  long  held  in  your's,  if  I  could 
be  indifferent  to  your  approbation^ 
and  filent  on  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  join  the  king's 
arms. 

A  very  few  words,  however,  fhaU 
fuffice  upon  a  fubjedl  fo  perfonal^ 
for  to  the  thoufands  who  fuffer 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpers 
in  the  revolted  provinces,  as  well 
as  to  the  great  multitude  who 
-have  longwifhed  foritsfubverfion, 
this  inftance  of  my  condud  can 
want  no  vindication ;  and  as  to 
the  clafs  of  men  who  are  criminally 
protrafting  the  war  from  finifter 
views  at  the  expence  of  the  public; 
intereft,  I  prefer  their  enmity  to 
their  applaufe.  I  am,  therefore, 
only  concerned  in  this  addrefs  to 
explain  myfelf  to  fuch  of  my  coun- 
trymen, as  want  abilities  or  op- 
portunities to  deteft  the  artifice;3 
by  which  they  are  duped. 

Having  fought  by  your  fide  when 
the  love  of  our  country  animated 
our  arms,  T  Ihall  expedt,  from  your 
juftice  and  candour,  what  your  de- 
ceivers^ with  more  art  and  lefs 
honefty. 
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honefty,    will  find  it   inconfiftent 
with  their  own  views  to  admit. 

When  I  quitted  domeilic  Happi- 
nefs  for  the  perils  of  the  field,  I 
conceived  the  rights  of  (ny  coun- 
try in  danger,  and  that  duty  and 
honour  called  me  to  her  defence. 
A  redrefs  of  grievances  was  my 
only  objedl  and  aim  ;  however,  I 
acquiefcedinaftepwhich  I  thought 
precipitate,  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence :  to  juftify  this  mea- 
sure, many  plaufible  reafons  were 
urged,  which  could  no  longer  exift, 
when  Great  Britain,  wiih  the  open 
arms  of  a  parent,  offered  to  em- 
brace us  as  children,  and  grant 
the  wi(hed-for  redrefs. 

And  now  that  her  worft  enemies 
are  in  her  own  bofom,  I  Ihould 
change  my  principles,  if  I  con- 
fpired  with  their  defigns  ;  your- 
felves  being  judges,  was  the  war 
the  lefs  juft,  becauie  fellow-fubjefts 
were  confidered  as  our  foe?  You 
have  felt  the  torture  in  which  we 
have  raifed  our  arms  againft  a 
brother.  God  incline  the  guilty 
protradlers  of  ihefe  unnatural  dif- 
fenfions  to  refign  their  ambition, 
and  ceafe  from  their  delufions,  in 
compaflion  to  kindred  blood  ! 

I  anticipate  your  queftion.  Was 
not  the  war  a  defenfive  one,  until 
the  French  joined  in  the  combi- 
nation ?  I  anfwer,  that  I  thought 
fo.  You  will  add.  Was  it  not 
afterwards  neceflary,  tiB-the  repa- 
ration of  the  Britilh  empire  was 
complete?  By  no  means;  in  con- 
tending for  the  welfare  of  my 
country,  I  am  free  to  declare  ay 
opinion,  that  this  end  attained, 
all  ftrife  (hould  have  ceafed. 

I  lamented,  therefore,  the  im- 
policy, tyranny,  and  injuftice, 
which,  with  a  fovereign  contempt 
of  the  people  of  America,  iludi- 


oufly  neglefted  to  take  their  col- 
ledlive  lentiments  of  the  Britilh 
propofaJs  of  peace,  and  to  nego- 
ciate,  under  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
for  an  adjuftment  of  differences ; 
I  lamented  it  as  a  dangerous  fa- 
crifice  of  the  great  interefts  of  this 
country,  to  the  partial  views  of 
a  proud,  ancient,  and  crafty  foe, 
I  had  my  fufpicions  of  fome  im- 
perfeftions  in  the  councils,  on  pro- 
pofals  prior  to  the  parliamentary 
commiffion  of  1778;  but  having 
then  lefs  to  do  in  the  cabinet  than 
the  field  (I  will  not  pronounce  pe- 
remptorily, as  fome  may,  and  per- 
haps juftly,  that  Congrefs  have 
veiled  them  from  the  public  eye) 
I  continued  to  be  guided  in  the 
negligent  confidence  of  a  foldier. 
But  the  whole  world  faw,  and  all 
America  confeffed,  that  the  over- 
tures of  the  fecond  commiffion 
exceeded  our  wiflies  and  expefta- 
tions  ;  and  if  there  was  any  fuf- 
picion  of  the  national  liberality, 
it  arofe  from  its  excefs. 

Do  any  believe  we  were  at  that 
time  really  entangled  by  an  alli- 
ance with  France  ?  Unfortunate 
deception  !  they  have  been  duped 
by  a  virtuous  credulity,  in  the  in- 
cautious moments  of  intemperate 
pafiion,  to  give  up  their  felicity  to 
ferve  a  nation  wanting  both  the 
will  and  power  to  proteft  us,  and 
aiming  at  the  dellruftion  both  of 
the  mother  country  and  the  pro- 
vinces. In  the  plainnefs  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  for  I  pretend  to  no 
cafuiHry^  did  the  pretended  treaty 
with  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
amount  to  more  than  an  overture 
to  America  ?  Certainly  not,  be- 
caufe  no  authority  had  been  given 
by  the  people  to  conclude  it,  nor 
to  this  very  hour  have  they  autho- 
rifed  its  ratification.    The  articles 
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of  confederation  remain  ftill  un- 
figned. 

In  the  firm  perfoafion,  therefore, 
that  the  private  judgment  of  an 
individual  citizen  of  this  country 
is  as  free  from  all  conventional 
reftraints,  fince  as  before  the  infi- 
dious  offers  of  France,  I  preferred 
thofe  from  Great-Britain  ;  think- 
ing it  infinitely  vvifer  and "fafer  to 
caft  my  confidence  upon  her  jtiflice 
and  generofity^  than  • to  truft  a 
monarchy  too  feeble  to  eftablifh 
your  independency,  fo  perilous  to 
her  diftant  dominions  ;  the  enemy 
of  the  Proteftant  faith,  and  frau- 
dulently avowing  an  afFe£lion  for 
the  liberti«ft  of  mankind,  while  (he 
holds  her  native  fons  in  vafialage 
and  chains. 

I  alFe<ft  no  difguife,  and  there- 
fore frankly  declare,  that  in  thefe 
principles  I  had  determined  to 
retain  my  arms  and  command  for 
an  opportunity  to  furrender  them 
to  Great  Britain  }  and  in  con- 
certing the  meafure's  for  a  purpofe, 
in  my  opinion,  as  grateful  as  it 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  my 
country,  I  was  only  folicitous  to 
accomplifh  an  event  of  decifive 
importance,  and  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  poflible,  in  the  execution 
of  it,  the  effufion  of  blood. 

With  the  higheft  fatisfaftion  I 
bear  teftimony  to  my  old  fellow- 
foldiers  and  citizens,  that  I  find 
folid  ground  to  rely  upon  the  cle- 
mency of  our  fovereign,  and  abun- 
dant convidion  that  it  is  the  ge- 
nerous  intention  of  Great-Britain 
not  only  to  leave  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  colonies  unim- 
paired, together  with  their  per- 
petual exemption  from  taxation, 
but  to  fuperadd  fuch~~~farther  be- 
nefits as  may  confiil  with  the  com- 
mon profperity  of  the  empire.     In 
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Ihort,  I  fought  for  much  lefs  than 
the  parent  country  is  as  willing 
to  grant  to  her'  colonies  as  they 
can  be  to  receive  or  enjoy. 

Some  may  think  I  continued  in 
the  ftruggle  of  thefe  unhappy  days 
too  long,  and  others  that  I  quitted 
it  too  foon.— To  the  firft  I  reply, 
that  I  did  not  fee  with  their  eyes, 
nor  perhaps  had  fo  favourable  a 
fituation  to  look  from,  and  that  to 
our  common  mal!er  I  am  willing 
to  Hand  or  fall.  In  behalf  of  the 
candid  among  the  latter,  fome  of 
whom  I  believe  ferve  blindly  but 
honeftly — in  the  bands  I  have  left, 
I  pray  God  to  give  them  all  the 
lights  requifite  to  their  own  fafetjr 
before  it  is  too  late :  and  with. 
refped  to  that  herd  of  cenfurers, 
whofe  enmity  to  me  originates  in 
their  hatred  to  the  principles  by 
which  I  am  now  led  to  devote  my 
life  to  the  re-union  of  the  Britilh. 
empire,  as  the  bell:  and  only  means 
to  dry  up  the  ftreams  of  mifery 
that  have  deluged  this  country, 
they  may  be  aiTured,  that,  con- 
fcious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  in- 
tentions, f  (half  treat  their  malice 
and  calumnies  with  contempt  and 
negleft. 

E.Arnold. 

Addrefi  of  Sir  George  Savile  to  hit 
Conjiituents. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Free- 
holders,  of  the  County  of  York. 
Gentlemen, 

I  VENTURE  once  more  to 
make  you  a  tender  of  my  fer- 
vice  in  Parliament.  Give  me  leave, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  you  my 
cordial  thanks  for  all  the  indul- 
gencies  you  have  fliewn  me;  and 
for  your  kind  acceptance  of  my 
endeavours  to  perform  the  duty  I 

had 
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had  undertaken.  I  look  upon  that 
partiality  and  favour  as  a  moft 
honourable  teflimony,  becaufe  it 
proves  that  you  entertain  a  con- 
viftion  of  the  purity  of  my  inten- 
tions, fufficient  to  make  you  over- 
look every  thing  amifs  which  did 
not  proceed  from  the  will. 

In  renewing  my  defire  to  con- 
tinue in  your  fervice,  I  think  it, 
however,  my  duty  to  confefs  to 
you,  that  it  has  not  been  without 
much  ferious  confideration,  and 
more  than  common  hefitation, 
that  I  have  determined  upon  it. 
I  mull  not  omit  making  you 
aware,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
probable  I  Ihould  be  able  even  to 
perform  the  mere  duty  of  attend- 
ance as  punftually  as  I  have  hi- 
therto done  ;  efpecially  if  the  du- 
ration of  parliament  lliould  prove 
to  be  for  feven  years.  By  what  I 
have  in  fome  degree  experienced 
already,  I  have  no  reafon  to  be- 
lieve fo  long  a  continuance  of  fuch 
an  attendance  would  be  perfedlly 
confident  with  my  health. 

But  there  is  fomething  more 
ferious  I  have  to  fay  to  you  on 
this  fubje£t.  The  fatisfadion  and 
honour  of  attending  your  bufinefs 
have  ever  overbalanced  the  labour  : 
but  my  attendance  during  the  laft 
'parliament  has  been  fomething 
worfe  than  laborious  ;  it  has  been 
difcouraging,  grievous,  and  pain- 
ful. Look  back,  for  a  moment. 
Upon  the  things  which  have  been 
done,  or  (being  done)  have  been 
approved  of,  by  that  body,  of 
which  I  have  been  a  conilituent 
part.  Compare  the  prefent  with 
the  paft  fituation  of  public  affairs. 
Whether  glory,  conqueft,  and 
riches ;  or  peace,  content,  liberty, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  your  confti- 
tutional  rights,  be  your  principal 


objefls— In  which  of  them  have 
you  been  gratified?  I  have  been, 
in  my  colledive  capacity,  a  par- 
ty to  all  thefe  changes,  and  co 
all  the  meafures  vvhich  have  pro- 
duced them  :  fupported  in  this 
mortifying  fituation  with  one  only 
confolation,  a  very  great  one  in- 
deed to  my  own  mind,  that  of 
being  able  to  afTure  you,  that  there 
has  been  no  one  meafure,  of  all 
thofe  that  have  proved  fo  ruinous 
and  fatal,  which  I  have  not,  as  an 
individual,  refilted,  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  power.  A  poor,  barren, 
inefFedlual  negative  j  and  a  mife- 
rable  claim  to  your  favour,  to  have 
failed  (as  far  as  my  power  and 
ilender  efForts  are  in  quellion) 
almoft  in  every  point  regarding 
thofe  rights,  and  that  prcfperity, 
which  I  was  fpecially  chofen  to 
cultivate  and  maintain. 

I  return  to  you,  therefore,  baffled 
and  difpirited,  and  I  am  forry 
that  truth  obliges  me  to  add,  with 
hardly  a  ray  of  hope  of  feeing  any 
change  in  the  miferatle  courfe  of 
public  calamities. 

On  this  melancholy  day  of  ac- 
count in  rendering  up  to  you  my 
truft,  I  deliver  to  you  your  fhare 
of  a  country  maimed  and  weaken- 
ed, its  treafure  lavifhed  and  mif- 
fpent,  its  honours  faded,  and  its 
conduft  the  laughing-ftock  of  Eu- 
rope j  our  nation  in  a  manner 
without  allies  or  friends,  except 
fuch  as  we  have  hired  to  deftroy 
our  fellow- fubjedts,  and  to  ravage 
a  country,  in  which  we  once 
claimed  an  invaluable  (hare.  I 
return  to  you  fome  of  your  prin- 
cipal privileges  impeached  and 
mangled.  And,  lallly,  I  leave 
you,  as  I  conceive,  at  this  hour 
and  moment,  fully,  effeflually,  and 
abfolutely  under  tlM  difcretion  and 
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power  of  a  miUtaryJ  force,  which 
is  to  aft  without  waiting  for  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magiftrates  ; 
for  it  is  fit  you  Ihould  know,  if 
you  are  not  already  informed,  that 
an  order  iflued  in  London  (at  a 
moment  when  the  violence  of  the 
riots,  and  the  remifTnefs  of  the 
civil  magiftrate  might  render  ne- 
ceflary  an  extraordinary  and  vio- 
lent temporary  exertion  of  the 
military)  that  order,  I  fay,  has, 
as  I  have  good  grounds  to  believe, 
been  extended  to  the  whole  king- 
,  dom ;  where  neither  of  thofe 
caufes  exifted  in  any  degree  fuifi- 
cient  to  juftify  fo  decifive  and 
extraordinary  a  meafure  ;  and  I  do 
not  know  of  that  order  being  re- 
called. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
and  with  this  account  to  render  of 
my  commiffion,  judge  whether  I 
can  boldly  and  chearfully,  or  fup- 
ported  by  any  rational  confidence, 
boaft  to  you  as  candidates  are  wont 
to  do,  of  what  I  will  do,  and  what 
I  will  undertake  for  yoi^r  fervice. 

For  this  reafon,  avoiding  even 
the  ufual  ftyle  of  fuch  addrefles, 
and  forbearing  as  well  the  forward 
promifes  as  the  fuperficial  hum- 
blenefs  of  phrafe  in  ufe  on  thefe 
occafions,  I  make  it  a  folemn  duty 
to  lay  before  you,  without  difguife 
or  palliation,  the  prefent  ftate  of 
your  concerns  as  they  appear  to 
me,  and  the  gloomy  profpeft  which 
lies  before  us. 

Some  have  been  accufed  of  ex- 
aggerating the  public  misfortunes, 
nay  of  having  endeavoured  to  help 
forward  the  mifchief,  that  they 
might  afterwards  raife  difcontents. 
I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  neither 
my  temper,  nor  my  fituation  in 
life,  will  be  thought  naturally  to 
urge  me  to  promote  mifery,  dif- 
Vofc.  XXIIl. 


cord,  or  confufion  ;  or  to  exult  in 
the  fubverfion  of  order,  or  in  the 
ruin  of  property.  I  have  no  rea- 
fon to  contemplate  with  pleafure 
the  poverty  of  our  country,  the 
increafe  of  our  debts,  and  of  our 
taxes :  or  the  decay^of  our  com- 
merce—Truft  not,  however,  to 
my  report.  Refleft,  compare,  and 
judge  for  yourfelves. 

But  under  all  thefe diftieartening 
circumftances,  I  could  yet  enter^ 
tain  a  chearful  hope,  and  under- 
take again  the  commiffion  with 
alacrity,  as  well  as  zeal,  if  I  could 
fee  any  effeftual  fteps  taken  to  re- 
move the  original  caufe  of  the 
mifchief.  **  Then  would  there  be 
a  hope." 

Till  the  purity  of  the  conftituen^ 
body,  and  thereby  that  of  the 
reprefentative  be  reflored,  there  is 

KONE. 

While    the    eleftors    fell    their 
voices    to  the    member,  and    the 
member  diftreffes  his   fortune   to 
buy  them,  parliament  will  be  th* 
parchafe  of  the  minifter.     Parlia- 
ment-men will  find"  ways  of  par- 
taking   other     advantages     than 
merely  their  fhare  in  common  with 
you,  of  thofe  good  meafures  which 
they  fhall  promote,  and  of  thofe 
good  laws  which  they  fhall  enaft 
for   your  government    and    their 
own  :  and  the-  modern  improved 
arts    of  corruption,  by  contracts, 
fubfcriptions,  and  jobs,  is  attejided 
with  this  perverfe  and  vexatious 
confequence  ;  that  their  benefit  is 
not  only  unconnefted  with  your's, 
but  it  grows    upon  your  diftrefs. 
They  feed  on  the  expence  ;  they 
fatten  on  every  extravagance  that 
art  and  ill  condutl  can  engraft  on 
the  natural  difadvantages  of  a  re- 
mote,   rafh,    ill-fated,    impolitic, 
and  unfuccefsful  war:    the     mi- 
[Cc]  niller'i 
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nifter's  diredl  intereft  (nay  his 
fafety)  mean  while,  requiring  him 
to  pufh  the  defperate  game,  and 
even  in  felf-defence,  to  increafe 
that  very  cxpence  which  is  his 
^rimej  to  entrench^^himfelf  ftill 
deeper  in  corruption,  and  by  head- 
long and  unmeafured  extrava- 
gance, to  have  the  means  of  jufti- 
fying  to  the  faithful  Commons, 
his  former  mifmanagement  and 
anifdeeds.---See  where  this  ends, 
but  forget  not  where  it  begins. 

I  am  led  here  very  naturally  to 
fpeak  upon  the  fubjeft  of  certain 
regulations,  which  have  been  the 
pbjet^  of  your  late  aflemblies 
and  deliberations.  Indeed,  I  have 
trought  myfelf  to  this  matter  al- 
jnoft  unavoidably,  but  not  unwil- 
lingly. I  gladly  embrace  this  moft 
public  opportqnity  of  delivering 
jny  fentiments,  not  only  to  all  my 
<:onftituents,  but  to  thofe  likewife, 
not  my  conftituents,  whom  yet  in 
the  large  fenfe  I  reprefent,  and  am 
faithfully  to  ferve ;  not  only  to 
twenty  thoufand,  my  eleftorg;,  but 
to  hundreds  of  thoufands,  in  the 
county  I  reprefent,  (to  go  no  far- 
ther) who  are  to  fuffer  under  the 
tad  conduft  of  parliament ;  and 
of  declaring  my  intentions,  re- 
garding the  two  chief  articles  con- 
tained in  the  refolutions  agreed  to 
at  your  late  meetings ;  1  mean, 
Tendering  parliaments  triennial, 
and  adding  to  the  number  of  couq- 
ty  reprefentatives. 

I  dp  intend  to  give  my  voice^ 
5f  I  have  the  honour  of  continuing 
in  yc.ur  fervice,  for  the  change  of 
feptennial  parliaments.  And  this, 
not  becaufe  |  am  fo  fanguine  as 
ibme  are,  in  a  full  perfuafion,  that 
it  will  be  a  cure  for  all  our  evils  j 
no,  nor  even  that  I  proroife  my- 
(lel/  it  will  be  attended  with  any 


fuch  fure  hope  of  confiderable  ad- 
vantage, (at    leaft,    if    unaccom- 
panied by  fome  other  Heps  tending 
to   purify  the  fources  of  election 
and  reprefentation)  but  chiefly,  be- 
caufe,'  on   the  bell   information  I 
have  obtained,  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  is  the  mind  and  defire  of  a 
very  large  number  of' my  conftitu- 
ents :  this  feeming  to  me  to  be  the 
onepoint  (atleaft  withdiftinguifhed 
preference)  on  which    the   fender, 
not  he  who  is  fent,  has  the  perfeft 
right  to  judge  ;  and  that,  even  if 
after  all,  I  ihould  have  miflaken 
their  general  fenfe,  it  will  be  at 
leaft  the  fafer  error  ;  ft  nee  there  is 
a  manifeft  difference  between  the 
obtruding  one's  felf  for  feven  years 
on    him  who  wifhes   to  have  his 
choice  again  at  the  end  of  three  ; 
and  returning  for  his  approbation 
at  three,  when  he  might  perhaps, 
have   been   well  content    to   truit 
one  for  feven. 

I  have  a  momentary  pleafure  in 
adding  (efpecially  when  fupported 
by  your  opinions)  that  I  am  willing 
to  flatter  myfelf,  rather  good  than' 
^vil  may  arife  from  the  change. 

But  I  look  uponreftoring  eleftion 
and  reprefentation  in  fome  degree 
(for  I  expeft  no  miracles)  to  their 
original  purity,  to  be  that,  with- 
out which  all  other  efforts  will  be 
vain  and  ridiculous.  The  tenant- 
right,  or  gopd-will  of  a  ^eafe  of 
three  years,  is  as  faleable  as  that 
of  a  leafe  of  feven.  It  will  find 
its  price  at  both  the  London  and 
country  markets.  It  will  be  bought, 
it  will  be  fc>ld.  The  member  will 
be  as  manageable,  if  the  confti- 
tuent  be  as  venal.  And  they  will 
not  be  afraid  to  meet  at  market  as 
often  as  you  pleafe. 

The  adding  to  the  county  repre- 
fentation, if  by  no  means  a  perfeft 
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cure,  feems  yet  to  me  to  be  the 
plaineft  and  beft  propofition  for 
this  purpofe,  that  has  yet  come 
under  my  obfervation.  I  truft, 
likewife,  it  may  be  prafticable. 
I  therefore  embrace  it,  not  only 
from  a  deference  to  your  opinion, 
but  with  an  approbation  of  my 
own.  Yet,  not  flattering  you,  that 
it  appears  to  me  one  of  thofe  mat- 
ters eafy  of  execution,  or  to  be 
done  with  a  thought;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  more  complicated  (as  it 
feems  to  me  more  effeftual)  than 
the  firft-mentioned  alteration.  But 
this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  fmall 
rubs,  or  difficulties.  If  fomething 
be  not  done,  you  may,  indeed, 
retain  the  outward  form  of  your 
conftitution,  but  not  the  power 
thereof. 

For  it  is  too  ferious  a  truth  to 
be  concealed,  and,  indeed,  it  is  too 
late  ferioufly  to  attempt  to  conceal 
it,  that  if  the  eleftors,  forgetting 
the  folemn  duty  they  owe  to  the 
millions  of  their  fellow-fubjefts, 
whofe  rights  they  are  in  the  iirft 
inftance  intruded  with  ;  if,  for- 
getting the  facred  truft  repofed  in 
them,  of  choofing  thofe  who  are 
to  govern  thofe  millions ;  if,  for- 
getting that  they  are  therefore  a 
fort  of  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
people  (who  would  be  too  nume- 
rous  to  vote  themfelves) ;  I  fay,  if 
forgetting  thefe  things,  and  fhame- 
fully  prollituting  themfelves,  they 
are  become  fo  profligate  as  to  fell 
themfelves  and  their  country  ;  let 
them  not  wonder  (nay,  fcarcely 
can  they  complain  without  fliame) 
if  thofe  whom  they  choofe,  imi- 
tating their  conduft,  retail  daily 
thofe  rights  which  they  have 
bought,  whether  it  be  at  the  fep- 
tennial,  trieonial,  or  annual  fairs, 


and  markets.     We  can  converfe 
thus  without  a  blufli. 

Neither  time  permits,  nor  does 
propriety  allow  me  to  enter  into 
arguments  in  fupport  of  a  fenti- 
ment  of  which  (much  I  think  to 
your  honour)  you  have  declared 
your  approbation.  But  although 
it  fuits  neither  the  time,  nor  the 
circumftance,  to  argue  and  debate, 
I  truft  you  will  not  think  I  am  out 
of  the  line  of  propriety,  of  duty, 
or  of  the  refpeft  I  owe  you,  in  thus 
making  a  public  declaration  of 
my  opinions  and  intentions  in 
matters  concerning  which,  after 
the  tender  I  have  made  of  my 
fervice,  you  have  an  unqueftion- 
able  right,  as  you  muft  have  a 
natural  wiib,  to  be  informed. 

When  I  began  this  paper,  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  time  preflcd  ; 
I  was  foon  confirmed  in  what  I  had 
heard.  It  was  become  material  to 
addrefs  you  quickly,  if  at  all :  but 
although  what  I  have  written  has 
been  the  work  of  a  few  hours,  do 
not  think  that  the  matter  has  not 
again  and  again  been  the  fubjeft 
of  deliberate  thought.  I  ftiould 
not  have  dared  co  have  prefented 
you  with  crude  nnd  undigefted 
ideas,  or  the  fancy  of  a  moment  t 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  fo  inat- 
tentive have  I  been  to  the  advan- 
tages Ais  addrefs  might  receive, 
in  its  form,  from  the  afliftance  of 
abler  perfons  than  myfelf,  that  I 
venture  to  fubmit  it  thus  publicly 
to  you,  without  the  opportunity  of 
communicating  it  to  thofe  whofe 
principles,  judgment,  and  line  of 
conduct  in  the  public  walk,  I  have 
been  habituated  to  look  up  to  with 
hgh  refpeft  and  efteem. 

My  bufinefs  is  not  to  write  ably 
to  you,  but  to  write  with  fincerity. 

Thf 
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The  relation  that  ftands  now  be- 
tween us,  gives  you  a  right,  if  I 
rtay  fo  fpeak,  to  my  unmended 
fentiments ;  and  I  willingly  fub- 
mit  every  defedl  to  your  cenfure, 
rather  than  be  fuppofed  to  ufe  ma- 
nagement  and  art,  or  to  confult 
what  is  conformable  to  perfonal  or 
party  confiderations,  inftead  of  that 
which  unbridled  truth  (according 
to  my  conception  of  it)  requires  of 
me.  What  farther  fteps  may  be  in 
contemplation  towards  obtaining 
the  laudable  objetl  of  our  wilhes, 
I  do  not  know  :  but  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  what  has  lately  arifen 
will  flacken  the  zeal  of  thofc  who 
have  already  ftepped  forward  in 
the  bufinefs.  With  that  idea  upon 
my  mind,  it  is  impoflible  for  me 
to  conclude  without  expreffing  an 
earneft  wifh,  that  whatever  is 
thought  of  may  be  purfued  with 
that  true  fpirit  of  firmnefs  and 
moderation,  which  belongs  to  the 
caufe  of  juftice  ;  and  above  all, 
that  by  tMQty  means  that  can  be 


devifed,  a  good  underllanding  and 
union  may  be  infured  amongft 
refpeftablc  men  of  all  ranks  and 
defcriptions,  who  agree  in  the 
main  principles  of  liberty  ;  al- 
though there  may  be  fhades  of  dif- 
ference in  fmaller  points,  or  in 
matters  not  calling  for  immediate 
difcuflion.  Indeed,  you  will  find 
it  true  wifdom,  and  a  very  hon- 
ourable policy,  to  ftrengthen  the 
caufe  of  your  country  with  every 
honeft  aid  that  can  be  obtained. — 
No  public  caufe  was  ever  carried 
by  divided  efforts. 

Till  I  have  the  honour  of  meet- 
ing you  in  the  exercife  of  the  great 
and  refpeftable  funflion  of  choofing 
your  reprefentatives,  I  beg  leave 
to  fubfcribe  myfelf.  Gentlemen, 
with  perfeft  refpeft,  and  a  remem- 
brance of  all  your  kindnefs. 
Your  moft  obliged, 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

G.  Savilib. 
NeiMcaJile  upon  TynCt  Sipt.  5,  1780. 
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CbaraSer  and  Manners  of  the  Vene- 
tians. From  a  Fieiu  of  Society 
and  Manners  in  Italy,  by  Dr. 
Moore. 

I  A  M  very  fenfible,  that  it  re- 
quires a  longer  refidence  at 
Venice,  and  better  opportunities 
than  I  have  had,  to  enable  me  to 
give  a  charafter  of  the  Venetians. 
But  were  I  to  form  an  idea  of  them 
from  what  I  have  ften,  I  Ihould 
paint  them  as  a  lively  ingenious 
people,  extravagantly  fond  of  pub- 
lic amufements,  with  an  uncom- 
mon relifh  for  humour,  and  yet 
more  attached  to  the  real  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  than  to  thofe  which 
depend  on  ollentation,  and  pro- 
ceed from  vanity. 

The  commoB  people  of  Venice 
difplay  fome  qualities  very  rarely 
to  befoundin  that  fphere  of  life, 
being  remarkably  fober,  obliging 
to  ftrangers,  and  gentle  in  their 
intercourfe  with  each  other.  The 
Venetians  in  general  are  tall  and 
well  made.  Though  equally  ro- 
buft,  they  are  not  fo  corpulent  as 
the  Germans.  The  latter  alfo  are 
of  fair  complexions,  with  light 
grey  or  blue  eyes  ;  whereas  the 
Venetians  are  for  the  moll  part  of 
a  ruddy  brown  colour,  with  dark 
eyes.  YoQ  meet  in  the  llreets  of 
,  Venice  many  fine  manly  counte- 
nances, refembling  thofe  tranfmic- 
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ted  to  us  by  the  pencils  of  Paul 
Veronefe  and  Titian.  The  women 
are  of  a  fine  Ityle  of  countenance, 
with  expreffive  features,  and  a  fkin 
of  a  rich  carnation.  They  drefs 
their  hair  in  a  fanciful  manner, 
which  becomes  them  very  much. 
They  are  of  an  eafy  addrefs,  and  ■ 
have  no  averfion  to  cultivating  an 
acquaintance  with  thofe  ftrangers 
who  are  prefented  to  them  by  their 
relations,  or  have  been  properly 
recommended. 

Strangers,  are  under  lefs  reftraint 
here,  in  many  particulars,  than 
the  native  inhabitants.  I  have 
known  fome,  who,  after  having 
tried  moll  of  the  capitals  of  Eu- 
rope, have  preferred  to  live  at  Ve- 
nice, on  account  of  tbe  variety  of 
amufements,  the  gentle  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  per- 
fedl  freedom  allowed  in  every 
thing,  except  in  blaming  the  mea- 
fures  of  government.  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned  in  what  manner 
the  Venetians  are  in  danger  of 
being  treated  who  give  themfelves 
that  liberty.  When  a  ftranger  is 
fo  imprudent  as  to  declaim  againft 
the  form  or  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment, he  will  either  receive 
a  meffage  to  leave  the  territories 
of  the  ftate,  or  one  of  the  Sbirri 
will  be  fcnt  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Pope's  or  the  Emperor's  domi- 
nions. 

1  Tfc« 
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The  houfes  are  thought  incon- 
venient by  many  of  the  Englifh  : 
they  are  better  calculated,  how- 
ever, for  the  climate  of  Italy,  than 
if  they  were  built  according  to  the 
London  model,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
is  the  plan  thofe  critics  approve. 
The  floors  are  of  a  kind  of  red 
plailler,  with  a  brilliant  glofly  fur- 
face,  much  more  beautiful  than 
wood,  and  far  preferable  in  cafe 
of  fire,  whofe  progrefs  they  are 
calculated  to  check. 

The  principal  apartments  are 
on*the  fecond  floor.  The  Vene- 
tians feldom  inhabit  the  firft, 
which  is  often  intirely  filled  with 
lumber  :  perhaps  rhey  prefer  the 
fecond,  becaufe  it  is  fartheft  re- 
moved from  the  moifture  of  the 
lakes;  or  perhaps  they  prefer  it, 
becaufe  it  is  better  lighted,  and 
more  cheerful;  or  they  may  have 
fome  better  reafon  for  this  prefer- 
ence thatl  I  am  acquainted  with, 
or  can  imagine.  Though  the  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain  make 
ufe  of  the  firft  floors  for  their  chief 
apartments,  this  decs  not  form  a 
complete  demonitration  that  the 
Venetians  are  in  the  wrong  for 
preferring  the  fecond.  When  an 
acute  fenfible  people  univerfally 
follow  one  cuftom,  in  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  conveniency,  however  ab- 
furd  that  cuilom  may  appear  in 
the  eyes  of  a  ftranger  at  firfl  fight, 
it  will  generally  be  found,  that 
there  is  fome  real  advantage  in  it, 
which  compen fates  all  the  appa- 
rent inconveniences. 

I  had  got,  I  don't  know  how, 
the  moft  contemptuous  opinion 
of  the  Italian  drama.  I  had  been 
told,  there  was  not  a  tolerable 
a6lor  at  prefent  in  Italy,  and  I 
had  been  long  taught  to  confider 
their  comedy  as  the  molt  defpica- 


blefliufFin  the  world,  which  conid 
rot  amufe,  or  even  draw  a  fmile 
from  any  perfon  of  tafte,  being 
quite  deftituce  of  true  humour, 
full  of  ribaldry,  and  only  proper 
for  the  meaneft  of  the  vulgar.  Im- 
prefTed  with  thefe  fentiments,  and 
eager  to  give  his  Grace  a  full  de- 
monftraiion  of  their  juftnefs,  I  ac- 
companied the  D—  of  H —  to  the 
flage-boxof  one  of  the  play-houfes 
the  very  day  of  our  arrival  at  Ve* 
nice. 

The  piece  was  a  comedy,  and 
the  moft  entertaining  charafter  ia 
it  was  that  of  a  man  who  lluttered. 
In  this  defeft,  and  in  the  fingu- 
lar  grimaces  with  which  the  ador 
accompanied  it,  confifted  a  great 
part  of  the  amufement. 

Difgufted  at  fuch  a  pitiful  fub- 
ftitution  for  wit  and  humour,  I 
expreflied  a  contempt  for  an  au- 
dience which  cou'd  be  entertained 
by  fuch  buffoonery,  and  who  could 
take  pleafure  in  the  exhibition  of 
a  natural  infirmity. 

While  we  inwardly  indulged 
fentiments  of  felf-approbation,  on 
account  of  the  refinement  and  fu- 
periority  of  our  own  tafte,  and 
Supported  the;  dignity  of  thofe 
Yentiments  by  a  difdainful  gra- 
vity of  countenance,  the  ftutterer 
was,  giving  a  piece  of  informatioa 
to  Harlequin,  which  greatly  in- 
terefted  him,  and  to  which  he  lif- 
tened  with  every  mark  of  eager- 
nefs.  This  unfortunate  fpeaker 
had  juft  arrived  at  the  moft  im- 
portant part  of  his  narrative,  which 
was,  to  acquaint  the  impatient 
liftener  where  his  miftrefs  was  con- 
cealed, when  he  unluckily  ftum- 
bled  on  a  word  of  fix  or  feven  fyl- 
lables,  which  completely  obftrufted 
the  progrefs  of  his  narration.  He 
attempted  it  again  and  again,  but 
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always  without  fuccefs.  You  may 
have  obfervcd  that,  though  many 
other  words  would  explain  his 
meaning  equally  well,  you  may  as 
foon  make  a  faint  change  his  reli- 
gion, as  prevail  on  a  ftutterer  to 
accept  of  another  word  in  place  of 
that  at  which  he  has  ftumbled. 
He  adheres  to  his  firft  word  to  the 
laft,  and  will  fooner  expire  with 
it  in  his  throat,  than  give  it  up  for 
afhy  other  you  may  offer.  Harle- 
quin, on  the  pl-efent  occafion, 
prefented  his  friend  with  a  dozeh  ; 
but  he  rejeded  them  all  with  dif- 
dain,  and  perfifted  in  his  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  on  that,  which 
had  firft  come  in  his  way.  At 
length,  making  a  defperate  effort, 
when  all  the  fpedators  were  gap- 
ing in  expedtation  of  his  fafe  de- 
livery, the  cruel  word  came  up 
with  its  broad  fide  foremoft,  and 
ftuck  direftly  acrofs  the  unhappy 
man's  wind-pipe.  He  gaped,  and 
panted,  and  croaked ;  his  face 
flulhed,  and  his  eyes  feemed  ready 
to  ftart  from  his  head.  Harlequin 
unbuttoned  the  ftutterer's  waift- 
coat,  and  the  neck  of  his  fhirt; 
he  fanned  his  face  with  his  cap, 
and  held  a  bottle  of  hartfliorn  to 
his  nofe.  At  length,  fearing  his 
patient  would  expire,  before  he 
could  give  the  defired  intelligence, 
in  a  fit  of  defpair  he  pitched  his 
head  full  in  the  dying  man's  fto- 
mach,  and  the  word  bolted  out  of 
his  mouth  to  the  moft  diftant  part 
of  the  houfe. 

This  was  performed  in  amanner~ 
fo  perfeftly  droll,  and  the  hu. 
morous  abfurdity  of  the  expedient 
came  fo  unexpededly  upon  me, 
that  I  immediately  burlt  into  a 
moft  exceffive  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
D  ~,  and  by  your  young  friend 


Jack,  who  was  along  with  us ; 
and  our  laughter  continued  ia 
fuch  loud,  violent,  and  repeated 
fits,  that  the  attention  of  the  au- 
dience being  turned  from  the  ftage 
to  our  box,  occafioned  a  renewal 
of  the  mirth  all  over  the  playhoufe 
with  greater  vociferation  than  ac 
firft. 

The  number  of  playhouics  in 
Venice  is  very  extraordinary,  con- 
fidering  thefize  of  the  town,  which 
is  not  thought  to  contain  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  yet  there  are  eight 
or  nine  theatres  here,  including 
the  opera-houfes.  You  pay  a  trifle 
at  the  door  for  admittance  ;  this 
entitles  you  to  go  into  the  pit, 
where  you  may  look  about,  and 
determine  what  part  of  the  houfe 
you  will  fit  in.  There  are  rows 
of  chairs  placed  in  the  front  Of  the 
pit,  next  the  orcheilra  ;  the  feats 
of  thefe  chairs  are  folded  to  their 
backs,  and  faftened  by  a  lock. 
Thofe  who  choofe  to  take  them, 
pay  a  little  more  money  to  th« 
door  keeper,  who  immediately  un- 
locks the  feat.  Very  decerit-Iook-* 
ing  people  occupy  thefe  chairs; 
but  the  back  part  of  the  pit  is  filled 
with  footmen  and  gondoliers,  ia 
their  common  working  clothes. 
The  nobility,  and  better  fort  of 
citizens,  have  boxes  retained  for 
the  year;  but  there  are  always  a 
fufficient  number  to  be  let  to 
ftrangers:  the  price  of  thofe  va- 
ries every  night,  according  to  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  piece 
aded. 

A  Venetian  playhoufe 'has  a  dif- 
mal  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  peo- 
ple accuftomed  to  the  brilliancy  of 
thofe  of  London.  Many  of  the 
boxes  are  fo  dark,  that  the  face* 
of  the  company  in  thsm  can  hardly 
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be  diftjnguiihed  at  a  little  diftance, 
even  when  they  do  not  wear  mafks. 
The  ftage,  however,  is  well  il- 
luminated, fo  that  the  people  in 
the  boxes  can  fee,  perfedly  well, 
everything  thatis.tmnfadled  there; 
and  when  they  choofe  to  be  feen 
themfelves,  they  order  lights  in- 
to their  boxes.  Between  the  ads 
you  fometimes  fee  ladies  walking 
about,  with  their  Cavalieri  Ser- 
ventes,  in  the  back  part  of  the  pit, 
when  it  is  not  crowdefd.  As  they 
are  niafked,  they  do  not  fcruple 
to  reconnoitre  the  company,  with 
their  fpying-glafles,  from  this 
place:  when  the  play  begins,  they 
return  to  their  boxes.  This  con- 
tinual moving  about  from  box  to 
box,  and  between  the  boxes  and 
the  pit,  mult  create  fome  confufi- 
on,  and,  no  doubt,  is  difagreeable 
to  thofe  who  attend  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  piece.  There  muft, 
however,  be  found  fome  douceur  in 
the  midft  of  all  this  obfcurity  and 
confufipn,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  audience, 
overbalances  thefe  obvious  incon- 
veniences. 

The  mufic  of  the  opera  here 
is  reckoned  as  fine  as  in  any  town 
in  Italy ;  and,  at  any  rate,  is  far 
fuperior  to  the  praife  of  fo  very 
poor  a  judge  as  1  am.  The  dra- 
matic and  poetical  parts  of  thofe 
pieces  are  little  regarded  ;  the  poet 
is  allowed  to  indulge  himfelf  in  ajj 
many  anachronifms,  and  other  in- 
confiftencies,  as  he  pleafes.  Pro- 
vided the  mufic  receives  the  ap- 
probation of  the  critic's  ear,  his 
judgment  is. not  offended  with  any 
abfurdities  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
compofition.  The  celebrated  Me- 
taftafio  has  difdained  to  avail  him- 
felf of  this  indulgence  in  his 
•peras,   which  are  fine    dramatic 


compofitions.  He  has  preferved 
the  alliance  which  ought  always  to 
fubfill  between  fenfe  and  mufic. 

At  the  comic  opera  I  have  fome- 
times feen  a6ion  alone  excite  the 
higheft  applaufe,  independent  of 
either  ihq  poetry  or  the  mufic.  I 
faw  a  duo  performed  by  an  old 
man  and  a  young  woman,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  his  daughter,  in  fuch 
an  humorous  manner,  as  drew  am 
univerfal  encora  from  the  fpefla- 
tors.  The  merit  of  the  mufical 
part  of  the  compofition,  I  was 
told,  was  but  very  moderate,  and 
as  for  the  fentiment  you  (hall 
judge. 

The  father  informs  his  daugh- 
ter, in  a  fong,  that  he  has  found 
an  excellent  match  for  her;  who, 
befides  being  rich,  and  very  pru- 
dent, and  not  too  young,  was  over 
and  above  a  particular  friend  of 
his  own,  and  in  perfon  and  difpo- 
fition  much  fuch  a  man  as  him- 
felf; he  concludes,  by  telling 
her,  that  the  ceremony  will  be 
performed  next  day.  She  thank$ 
him,  in  the  gaycft  air  poflible,  for 
his  obliging  intentions,  adding, 
that  (he  fhould  have  been  glad  to 
have  (hewn  her  implicit  obedience 
to  his  commands,  provided  there 
had  been  any  chance  of  the  man's 
being  to  her  tafte;  but  as,  from 
the  account  he  had  given,  there 
cou'd  be  none,  flie  declares  fhe 
will  not  marry  him  next  day,  and 
adds,  with  a  very  long  quaver,  that 
if  fhe  were  to  live  to  eternity  fhe 
fliould  continue  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion. The  father,  in  a  violent 
rage,  tell^  her,  that  inRead  of  to- 
morrow, the  marriage  fhould  take 
place  that  very  day;  to.  which 
fhe  replies,  non  :  he  rejoins,  fi  ; 
fhe,  non,  non;  he,  fi,  fi;  the 
daughter,  non,  non,  ncn  ;  the  fa- 
ther. 
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tlier,  fi,  fi,  fi  ;  and  (b  the  finging 
continues  for  five  or  fix  minutes. 
Yoi  perceive  there  is  nothing  mar- 
vellouily  witty  in  this;  nd  for  a 
daughter  tv  be  of  a  different  opi- 
nion from  her  father,  in  the  choice 
of  a  hulband,  is  not  a  very  new 
dramatic  incident.  Wei),  I  told 
you  the  duo  was  encored  —  they 
immediately  performed  it  a  fecond 
time,  and  with  more  humour  than 
the  firlh  The  whole  houfe  vo- 
ciferated for  it  again  ;  and  it  was 
fung  a  third  time  in  a  manner  p- 
qually  pleafant,  and  yet  perfectly 
difFerent  from  any  of  the  former 
two. 

1  thought  the  houfe  would  have 
been  brought  down  about  our  ears, 
fo  extravagant  weje  the  teftimonies 
of  approbation. 

'5  he  two  a£lors  were  cbliged  to 
appear  again,  and  fing  this  duo  a 
fourth  time  ;  vyhich  they  executed 
in  a  ftyle  fo  new,  fo  natural,  and 
fo  exquifitely  droll;  that  the  au- 
dience now  thought  there  had  been 
fomething  deficient  in  all  their  for- 
mer performances,  and  that  they 
had  hTton  the  true  comic  only  this 
laft  time. 

Some  people  began  to  call  for 
it  again  ;  but  the  old  man,  now 
quite  exhaufted,  begged  for  mer- 
cy J  on  which  the  point  was  given 
up.  I  never  before  had  any  idea 
that  fuch  ftrong  comic  powers  could 
have  been  difplayed  io  the  finging 
of  a  fong. 

Though  the  Venetian  govern- 
ment is  iHrt  under  the  iufluence 
of  jealoufy,  that  gloomy  dsmon 
is  now  entirely  banifhed  from  the 
bofoms  of  individuals.  Inftead  of 
the  confinement  in  which  women 
were  formerly  kept  at  Venice,  they 
now  enjoy  a  degree  of  freedom  un- 
known even  at  Pavi»«     Of  the  two 


extremes,     the   prefent,    without 
doubt,'  is  the  preferable. 

Along  with  jealoufy,  poi/on  and 
\.\\c  Jiiletto  have  been  baniftied  fronr- 
Venetian  gallantry,  and  the  inno- 
cent maflt  is  fubflituted  in  their 
places.  According  to  the  belt  in- 
formation I  have  received,  this 
fame  maik  is  a  much  more  inno« 
cent  matter  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined. In  general  it  is  not  in« 
tended  to  conceal  the  perfon  who 
wears  it,  but  only  ufed  as  an  apo- 
logy for  his  not  being  in  fulldrefs. 
With  a  mafk  lluck  in  the  hat,  and 
a  kind  of  black  mantle,  trimmed 
with  lace  of  the  fame  colour,  over 
the  Ihoulders,  a  man  is  fufficiently 
drefled  for  any  affembly  at  Ve- 
nice. 

Thofe  who  walk  the  ftreets,  or 
go  to  the  playhoufes  with  maflcs 
adlually  covering  their  faces,  are 
either  engaged  in  fome  love  in- 
trigue, or  would  have  the  fpefla- 
tors  think  fo;  for  this  is  a  piece 
of  afFeftation  which  prevails  here, 
as  well  as  elfewhere ;  and  I  have 
been  affured,  by  thofe  who  have 
r.  fided  many  years  at  Venice,  that 
r£/f«/^  gentlemen,  who  are  fond  of 
the  reputation,  though  they  fhrink 
from  the  catallrophe  of  an  intrigue, 
are  no  uncommon  charailers  here; 
and  I  believe  it  the  more  readily, 
becaufe  I  daily  fee  many  feeble 
gentlemen  tottering  aboutin  malks, 
for  whom  a  bafon  of  warm  reftora- 
tive  foup  feems  more  e.xpedient 
than  the  mofl  beautiful  woman  in 
Venice. 

One  evening  ^t  St.  Mark's 
place,  when  a  gentleman  of  ray 
acquaintance  was  giving  an  ac- 
count of  this  curious  piece  of  af- 
fedation,  he  defired  me  to  take  no- 
tice of  a  Venetian  nobleman  of  his 
acquaintance,    who,    with  an  air 
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of  myftery»  was  conducing  a  fe- 
male mafk  into  his  caflino.  My 
acquaintance  knew  him  perfeftly 
well,  and  affured  me  he  was  the 
inoft  innocent  creature  with  women 
he  had  ever  been  acquainted  with. 
When  this  gallant  perfon  perceiv- 
ed that  we  were  looking  at  him, 
his  maflc  fell  to  the  groiind,  as  if 
by  accident ;  and  after  we  had  got 
a  complete  view  of  his  counte- 
nance, he  put  it  on  with  much 
hurry,  and  immediately  rufhcd, 
with  his  partner,  into  the  caflino. 

— Fugitadralicesjfc'd  fecupit-antevideri. 

You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of 
thofe  little  apartments  near  St. 
Mark's  place,  called  cailijios. 
They  have  the  misfortune  to  la- 
bour under  a  very  bad  reputation  ; 
they  are  accufed  of  being  temples 
entirely  confecrated  tolawlefs  love, 
and  athoufand  fcandalous  tales  are 
told  to  ftrangers  concerning  them. 
Thofe  tales  are  certainly  not  be- 
lieved by  the  Venetians  themfelves, 
the  proof  of  which  is,  that  the  caf- 
fmos  are  allowed  to  exift;  for  I 
hold  it  perfeftly  abfurd  to  imagine, 
that  men  would  fufFer  their  wives 
to  enter  fuch  places,  if  they  were 
not  convinced  that  thofe  ftcries 
Were  ill-founded  ;  nor  can  I  believe, 
after  all  we  have  heard  of  the  pro- 
fligacy of  Venetian  manner?,  that 
women,  even  of  indifferent  reputa- 
tions, would  attend  caflinos  in  the 
open  nrjanner  they  do,  if  it  were 
underft.odd  that  more  liberties  were 
taken  with  them  there  than  elfe- 
where. 

The  opening  before  St.  Mark's 
church  is  the  only  place  in  Venice 
where  a  great  number  of  people 
can  afieniblc.  It  is  the  fafliion  to 
walk  here  a  great  part  of  the  even- 
ing, to  enjoy  the  mufic,  and  other 


amufements ;  and  although  there 
are  coffee-houfes,  and  Venetian 
manner?  permit  ladies,  as  well  as 
gentlemen,  to  frequent  them,  yet 
it  was  natural  for  the  noble  and 
moft  wealthy  to  prefer  little  apart- 
ments of  their  own,  where,  with- 
out being  expofed  tointrufion,  they 
may  entertain  a  few  friends  in  a 
more  eafy  and  unceremonious  man- 
ner than  they  could  do  at  their 
palaces.  lijftead  of  going  home 
to  a  formal  fupper,  and  returniug 
afterwards  to  this  place  of  amufe- 
ment,  they  order  coffee,  lemonade, 
fruit,  and  other  refrefhments,  to 
the  caflino. 

That  thofe  little  apartments 
may  be  occaiionally  ufed  for  the 
purpofes  of  intrigue,  is  not  im- 
probable ;  but  that  this  is  the  or- 
dinary and  avowed  purpcfe  for 
which  they  are  frequented  is,  of 
all  things,  the  leaft  credible. 

Some  writers  who  have  defcribed 
the  manners  of  the  Venetians,  as 
more  profligate  than  thofe  of  other 
nations,  affert  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  government  encourages 
this  profligacy,  to  relax  and  diiil- 
pate  the  minds  of  the  "people,  and 
prevent  their  planning,  or  attempt- 
ing any  thing  againll  the  conlli- 
tution.  Were  this  the  cafe,  it 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  Ve- 
netian legiflators  difplay  their  pa- 
triotifm  m  a  very  extraordinary 
manlier,  and  have  fallen  upon  as 
extraordinary  means  of  rendering 
their  people  good  fubjefts.  They 
firft  ecefl  a  dcfpotic  court  to  guard 
the  public  liberty,  and  next  they 
corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people, 
to  keep  them  from  plotting  againft 
the  Hate.  This  lall  piece  of  re- 
finement, however,  is  no  more 
than  a  conjefture  of  fome  theore- 
tical politicians,    who  are  apt  to 
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take  faAs  for  granted,  without  fuf. 
ficient  proof,  and  afterwards  dif- 
play  their  ingenuity  in  accounting  _ 
for  them.  I'hat  the  Venetians  are 
more  given  to  (enfual  pleafures 
than  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
Paris,  or  Berlin,  1  imagine  will  be 
difficult  to  prove  ;  but  as  the  flate 
inquifnors  do  not  think  proper, 
and  the  ecclefiaftical  are  not  allow- 
ed to  interfere  in  affairs  of  gallan- 
try ;  as  a  great  number  of  ftrang- 
ers  aflemble  twice  or  thrice  a  year 
at  Venice,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
amufcment;  and,  above  all,  as  it 
is  thecuftom  to  go  about  in  maflcs, 
an  idea  prevails,  that  the  manners 
are  more  licentious  here  than  elfe- 
where. 


Of  the  Modern  Romans.    From  the 
fame. 

IN  their  external  deportment, 
the  Italians  have  a  grave  folem- 
nity  of  manner,  which  is  fome- 
times  thought  to  arife  from  a  na- 
tural gloominefs  of  difpofition. 
The  French,  above  all  other  na- 
tions, are  apt  to  impute  to  melan- 
choly, the  fedate  ferious  air  which 
accompanies  refledion. 

Though  in  the  pulpit,  on  the 
theatre,  and  even  in  common  con- 
verfation,  the  Italians  make  ufe  of 
a  great  deal  of  adion  ;  yet  Italian 
vivacity  is  different  from  French  ; 
the  former  proceeds  from  fenfibili- 
Xy,  the  latter  from  animal   fpirits. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country 
have  not  the  brifk  look,  and  elaf- 
tic  trip,  which  is  univerfal  in 
France;  they  move  rather  with  a 
flow  compofed  pace  :  their  fpines, 
never  having  been  forced  into  a 
firaight  line,  retain  the  natural 
bsndj  and  ihe  people  of  the  moll 


fiaifhed  faftiion,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
glefted  vulgar,  feem  to  prefer  the 
unconftrained  attitude  of  the  Anti- 
nous,  and  other  antique  ftatues,  to 
the  artificial  graces  of  a  French 
dancing-raafter,  or  the  creft  flrut 
of  a  German  foldier.  I  imagine 
I  perceive  a  great  referablance  be- 
tween many  of  the  living  counte- 
nances I  fee  daily,  and  the  fea- 
tures of  the  ancient  bulls  and  fta- 
tues ;  which  leads  me  to  believe, 
that  there  are  a  greater  number  of 
the  genuine  defcendants  of  the  old 
Romans  in  Italy,  than  is  generally 
imagined, 

I  am  often  ftruck  with  the  fine 
charafter  of  countenance  to  be 
feen  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome.  I  ne- 
ver favv  features  more  expreffive  of 
refleftion,  fenfe,  and  genius;  in 
the  very  loweft  ranks  thfere  are 
countenances  which  announce 
minds  fit  for  the  highefl  and  moll 
important  fuuations;  and  we  can- 
not help  regretting,  that  thofe  to 
whom  they  belong,  have  not  re- 
ceived an  education  adequate  to 
the  natural  abilities  we  are  con* 
vinced  they  pofTefs,  and  been  placed 
where  thefe  abilities  could  be 
brought  into  a£lion. 

Of  all  the  countries  in  Europ^, 
Switzerland  is  that,  in  which  the 
beauties  of  nature  appear  in  the 
greatell  variety  of  forms,  and  on 
the  moft  magnificent  fcale  ;  in  that 
country,  therefore,  the  young  land- 
fcape  painter  has  the  beil  chance  of 
feizing  the  moft  fublime  ideas: 
but  Italy  is  the  beft  fchool  for  the 
hiftory  painter,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  enriched  with 
the  works  of  the  greateft  m afters, 
and  the  nobleft  models  of  antique 
fculpture  ;  but  alfo  on  account  of 
the  fine  expreflive  ilyle  of  the  Ita- 
lian countenance. 
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Strangers,  on  their  arrival  at 
Rome,  form  no  high  idea  of  tl^e 
beauty  of  the  Roman  women, 
from  the  fpecimens  they  fee  in  the 
fafliionabje  circles  to  which  they  are 
lirft  introduced.  There  are  fome 
excepcions;  but  in  generalit  milft 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  pre- 
fent  race  of  women  of  high  rank 
are  more  diftinguifhed  by  their 
other  ornaments,  than  by  their 
beauty.  Among  the  citizens,  how- 
ever, and  in  the  lower  claffes,  you 
frequefitly  meet  with  the  moft 
beautiful  countenances.  For  a 
brilliant  red  and  white,  and  all  the 
charms  of  complexion,  no  women 
are  equal  to  the  Englifh.  If  a 
hundred,  or  any  greater  number, 
of  Englifli  women  were  taken  at 
random,  and  compared  with  the 
fame  number  of  the  \yives  and 
daughters  of  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
I  am  convinced,  that  ninety  of  the 
Englifh  would  be  found  handfomer 
than  ninety  of  the  Romans  j  but 
the  probability  is,  that  two  or 
three  in  the  hundred  Italians 
would  have  iiner  countenances 
than  any  of  the  Englifh.  Englifh 
beauty  is  more  remarkable  in  the 
country,  than  in  towns;  the  pea- 
fantry  of  no  country  in  Europe  can 
iland  a  comparifon,  in  point  of 
looks,  with  thoie  of  England. 
That  race  of  people  have  the  con- 
Veniencies  of  Irfe  in  no  other  coun- 
try in  fuch  perfeftion  ;  they  are 
no  where  fo  well  fed,  fo  well  de- 
fended from  the  injuries  of  the 
feafons  ;  and  no  where  elfe  do  they 
keep  themfeives  fo  perfectly  clean, 
and  free  from  all  the  vilifying  et- 
fefts  of  dirt.  The  Englifh  coun- 
try girls,  taken  collectively,  are, 
•unqueitionably,  the  handfomeft 
in  the  world.  The  female  pea- 
fants  of  molt  other  countries,  in- 


deed,  are  fo  hard  worked,  fo  ill 
fed,  fo  much  tanned  by  the  fun, 
and  fo  dirty,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
know  whether  they  have  any  beau- 
ty or  not.  Yet  I  have  been  in- 
formed,* by  fome  atpateurs,  fmce 
I  came  here,  that,  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  difadvantages,  they  fome- 
times  find,  among  the  Italian  pea- 
fantry,  countenances  highly  in- 
tereHing,  and  which  they  prefer 
to  all  the  cherry  cheeks  of  Lanca- 
fhire. 

Beauty,  doubtlefs,  is  infinitely 
varied  ;  and,  happily  for  mankind, 
their  tafte  and  opinions,  on  the 
fubjed,  are  equally  various.  Not- 
withftanding  this  variety,  how- 
ever, a  ftyle  of  face,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  peculiar  to  its  own  inhabi- 
tants, has  been  found  to  prevail  in 
each  different  nation  of  Europe. 
This  peculiar  countenance  is  again 
greatly  varied,  and  marked  with 
every  degree  of  difcrimination  be- 
tween the  extremes  of  beauty  and 
uglincfs.  I  will  give  you  a  fketch 
of  the  general  Ityle  of  the  moft 
beautiful  female  heads  in  this  coun- 
try, from  which  you  may  judge 
whether  they  are  to  your  talle  or 
not. 

A  great  profufion  of  dark  hair, 
which  feems  to  encroach  upon  the 
forehead,  rendering  it  fhort  and 
narrow  ;  the  nofe  generally  either 
aquiline,  or  continued  in  a  ftraight 
line  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
brow  ;  a  full  and  fhort  upper  lip  ; 
(by  the  way,  nothing  has  a  worfe 
efteft  on  a  countenance,  than  a 
large  interval  between  the  nofe 
and  mouth  ;)  the  eyes  are  large, 
and  of  a  fparkling  black.  The 
black  eye  certainly  labours  under 
one  difadvantage,  which  is,  that, 
from  the  iris  and  pupil  being  of 
the  fame  colour,    the  contradion 
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and  dlIatatio6  of  the  latter  is  not 
feen,  by  which  the  eye  is  abridged 
of  half  its  powers.  Yet  the  Ita- 
lian 'eye  is  wonderfully  expreffive  ; 
fome  people  think  it  fays  too  much. 
The  complexion,  for  the  mofl 
part,  is  of  a  clear  brown,  fometimes 
fair,  but  very  feldom  florid,  or  of 
that  bright  fairnefs  which  is  com- 
mon in  England  and  Saxony.  It 
inuft  be  owned,  that  thofe  fea- 
tures which  have  a  fine  expreffion 
of  fcntiment  and  meaning  in 
youth,  are  more  apt,  than  lefs 
expreffive  faces,  to  become  foon 
Itrong  and  mafculine.  In  Eng- 
land and  Germany,  the  women, 
a  little  advanced  in  life,  retain  the 
appearance  of  youth  longer  than  in 
Italy. 

There  are  no  theatricral  enter- 
tainments permitted  in  this  city, 
except  during  the  Carnival  ;  but 
they  are  then  attended  with  a  de- 
gree of  ardour  unknown  in  capi- 
tals whofe  inhabitants  arc  under 
no  fuch  reftraint.  Every  kind  of 
amufement,  indeed,  in  this  gay 
feafon,  is  followed  with  the  great- 
eft  eagernefs.  The  natural  gra- 
vity of  the  Roman  citizens  is  chang- 
ed into  a  mirthful  vivacity;  and 
the  feriouo,  /ombre  city  of  Rome 
exceeds  Pans  itfelf  in  fprightli- 
nefs  and  gaiety.  This  fpirit  feems 
gradually  to  augment,  from  its 
commencement;  and  is  at  its 
height  in  the  laft  week  of  the  fix 
which  comprehend  the  carnival. 
T.he  citizens  then  appear  in  the 
ftreets,  malked,  in  the  characters 
of  harlequins,  panraloons,  punchi- 
nellos,  and  all  the  fantaltic  va- 
riety of  a  mafquerade.  This  hu- 
mour fpreads  to  m  n,  women,  and 
children  ;  defcends  to  the  loweft 
ranks,  and  becomes  univerfal. 
Even  thofe  who  pat  on  no  jjialk; 


and  have  no  defire  to  remain  un- 
known, rejedt  their  ufual  clothes, 
and  affume  fome  whimfical  drefs. 
The  coachmen,  who  are  placed  in 
a  more  confpicuous  point  of  view 
than  others  of  the  fame  rank  in 
life,  and  who  are  perfedly  known 
by  the  carriages  they  drive,  gene- 
rally afFedl  fome  ridiculous  dif- 
guife:  Many  of  them  chufe  a  wo- 
man's drefs,  and  have  their  faces 
painted,  and  adorned  with  patches. 
However  dull  thefe  fellows  may 
be,  when  in  breeches,  they  are, 
in  petticoats,  confidered  as  the 
pleafanteft  men  in  the  world  ;  and 
excite  much  laughter  in  every  Ilreet 
in  which  they  appear.  I  obferved 
to  an  Italian  of  my  acquaintance, 
that,  confidering  the  ftalenefs  of 
the  joke,  I  was  furprifed  at  the 
mirth  it  feemed  to  raife.  *'  When 
•*  a  whole  city,"  anfwered  he, 
•*  are  refolved  to  be  merry  for  a 
•*  week  together,  it  is  exceed- 
*'  ingly  convenient  to  have  a 
'*  few  efiablifhed  jokes  ready 
**  made  ;  the  young  laugh  at  the 
**  novelty,  and  the  old  from  pre- 
*'  fcription.  This  metamorp"ho- 
"  fis  of  the  coachmen  is  certain- 
•'  ly  not  the  moft  refined  kind  of 
**  wit ;  however,  it  is  more 
*'  harmlefs  than  the  burning  of 
*'  heretics,  which  formerly  was 
'*  a  great  fource  of  amufement  to 
"  our  populace." 

The  ftreet  called  the  eorfo,  is 
the  great  ftene  of  thefe  mafque- 
rades.  It  is  crowded  every  night 
with  people  of  all  conditions : 
Thofe  of  rank  come  in  coaches, 
or  in  open  carriages,  made  on  pur- 
pofe.  A  kind  of  civil  war  is  car- 
ried on  by  the  company,  as  they 
pafs  each  other.  The  greatcft 
mark  of  attention  you  can  ftiew 
your  frieAds  and  acquaintance,  is, 

to 


30  ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


to  throw  a  handful  of  little  white 
balls,  rcfembling  fugar- pi  urns,  full 
in  their  faces;  and,  if  they  are 
not  deficient  in  politenefs,  they 
will  inftantly  return  you  the  corn- 


opinion,  fucceed  fo   well  as  thofe 
who  reprefent  children. 

Towards  the  dufk  of  the  even- 
ing, the  horfe  race  takes  place. 
As  foon  as  this  is  announced,  the 


jjliment.     All  who.wifii  to  make  a    coaches,  cabriolets,  triumphal  cars, 
figure  in  the  ccrfo,  come  well  fup-     and  carriages  of  every  kind,  are 


plied     in    this    kind   of    aniuni- 
tion. 

Sometimes  two  or  three  open 
carriages,  on  a  fide,  with  five  or 
fix  perfons  of  both  fexes  in  each, 
draw  up  oprofite  to  each  other, 
and  fight  a  pitched  battle.  On 
thefe    occ'afions,    the   combatants 


drawn  up,  and  line  the  ftreet, 
leaving  a  fpace  in  the  middle  for 
the  racers  to  pafs.  Thefe  are  five 
or  fix  horfes  traioed  on  purpofe 
for  this  diverfion  ;  they  are  drawn 
up  a  breaft  in  the  Piazza  del  Popo- 
lo,  exactly  where  the  Corfo  be- 
gins. Certain  balls,  with  little 
are  provided  with  whole  ba^s   full'    (harp  fp'kes,  are  hung  along  their 


of  the  fmall  (hot  above  mentioned, 
which  they  throw  at  each  other, 
with  much  apparent  fury,  till 
their  ammunition  isexhauHed,  and 
the  field  of  battle  is  as  white  as 
ihow. 

The  peculiar  drefies  of  every  na- 
tion of  the    globe,    and  of    every 


fides,  wh  ch  ferve  to  (pur  them  on. 
As  foon  as  ihe^  begin  to  run,  thofe 
animals,  by  their  impatience  to 
be  gone,  fijew  that  they  underlland 
what  is  required  of  them,  and  that 
they  take  as  much  pleafure  as  the 
fpeftators  in  the  fport.  A  broad 
piece  of  canvas,  fpread  acrofs  the 


profeffion,  befides  all  the  fantaftic     entrance    of     the  ftreet,  prevents 
characters   ufual    at    mafquerades,     them  from  ftarting  too  foon:  the 


are  to  be  feen  on  the  corfo.  Thoie 
pf  harlequin  and  pantaloon  are  in 
great  vogue  among  the  naen.  The 
xitizens  wives  and  daughters  gene- 
rally afFeft  the  pomp  of  women  of 
quality  ;  while  their  brothers,  or 
other  relations,  appear  as  train- 
bearers  and  attendants,  in  gene- 
ral, they  feem  to  delight  in  cha- 
rafters  the  molt  remote  from  their 
own.  Young  people  alTume  the 
long  beard,  tottering  ftep,  and 
-Other  concomitants,  of  old  age;  the 
aged  chufe  the  bib  and  rattle  of 
childhood;  and  the  women  of  qua- 
.lity,  and  women  of  the  town,  ap- 
pear in  the  charafters  of  country 
maidens,  nuns,  and  veltal  virgins. 
All  endeavour  to  fuppoit  the  af- 
fumed  charaders  to  the  heft  of 
their  ability;    but  none^    in    ir.y 


dropping  that  canvas  is  the  fignal 
for  the  race  to  begin.  The  horfes 
fiy  off  together,  and,  Without  rid- 
tis,  exert  thcmfelves  to  the  utmoft  ; 
impelled  by  emulation,  the,fliouts 
of  the  populace,  and  the  fpurs  a- 
bove  mentioned.  They  run  the 
whole  length  of  the  corfo;  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  vidor  is  lewarded 
by  a  certain  quantity  of  fine  fcarlet 
or  purple  cloth,  which  is  always 
furnifhed  by  the  Jews. 

MaQcing  and  horfe-races  are 
confined  to  the  lad  eight  days  ;  but 
there  are  theatrical  entertainments, 
of  various  kinds,  during  the  whole 
fix  weeks  of  the  carnival.  The 
ferious  opera  is  moft  frequented 
by  people  of  falhion,  who  gene- 
rally take  boxes  for  the  whole  fea- 
fon.     The  opera,  with  wliich  thi» 

theatre 
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theatre  opened,  was  received  with 
the  highell  applaufe,  though  the 
inuitc  only  was  new.  The  Ita- 
lians do  not  think  it  always  necef- 
fary  to  compofe  new  words  for 
what  is  called  a  new  opera ;  they 
often  fatisfy  themfelves  with  new 
muuc  to  the  affefting  dramas  of 
Metaftafio.  The  audience  here 
feem  to  lend  a  more  profound  and 
continued  attention  to  the  mufic, 
than  at  Venice.  This  is  probably 
owing  to  the  entertainment  being 
a  greater  rarity  in  the  one  city 
than  in  the  other ;  for  I  could 
perceive  that  the  people  of  fafhion, 
who  came  every  night,  began,  af- 
ter the  opera  had  been  repeated 
feveral  nights,  to  abate  in  their  at- 
tention, to  receive  vifitors  in  their 
boxes,  and  to  liflen  only  when 
fome  favourite  airs  were  finging  : 
whereas  the  audience  in  the  pit 
uniformly  preferve  the  moft  perfeft 
filence,  which  is  only  interrupted 
by  gentle  murmurs  of  pleafure 
from  a  few  individuals,  or  an  uni- 
verfal  bur  ft  of  applaufe  from  the 
whole  affembly.  I  never  faw  fuch 
genuine  marks  of  fatisfadion  dif- 
played  by  any  affembly,  on  any 
cccafion  whatever.  The  fenfxbility 
of  fome  of  the  audience  gave  me 
an  idea  of  the  power  of  founds, 
which  the  dulnefs  of  my  own  audi- 
tory nerves  could  never  have  con- 
veyed to  my  mind.  At  certain  airs, 
lilent  enjoyment  was  expreiTed  in 
every  countenance  ;  at  others,  the 
hands  were  clafped  together,  the 
eyes  half  fiiut,  and  the  breath 
drawn  in,  with  a  prolonged  figh, 
as  if  the  foul  was  expiring  in  a 
torrent  of  delight.  One  young  wo- 
man, in  the  pit,  called  out,  "  O 
"  Dio,  dot'e  Jono  !  che  placer  'via 
**  caccia  l' alma  P" 

On  the  firit  night  of  the  opera, 

2 


II 

after  one  of  thefe  favourite  airs,  aa 
univerfal  fhout  of  applaufe  took 
place,  intermingled  with  demands 
that  the  compofer  of  the  mufic 
fhould  appear.  //  maeftro !  il 
tnaejiro!  refounded  from  every 
corner  of  the  houfe.  He  was 
prefent,  and  led  the  band  of  mufic  ; 
he  was  obHged  to  ftand  upon  the 
bench,  where  he  continued  bow- 
ing to  the  fpeftators,  till  they  were 
tired  of  applauding  him.  One 
perfon,  in  the  middle  of  the  pit, 
whom  I  had  remarked  difplaying 
great  figns  of  iktisfaftion  from  the 
beginning  of  the  performance, 
cried  out,  "  He  deferves  to  be 
*'  made  chief  mufician  to  the  Vic- 
**  gin,  and  to  lead  a  choir  of  an- 
*'  gels  1"  This  exprefiion  woul'd 
be  ttiought  ftrong,  in  any  coui^- 
try  ;  but  it  has  peculiar  ener- 
gy here,  where  it  is  a  popular 
opinion,  that  the  Virgin  Mary  is 
very  fond,  and  an  excellent  judg^ 
of  mufic.  I  received  this  informa- 
tion on  Chriflmas  morning,  whea 
I  was  looking  at  two  poor  Cam- 
brian pipers  doing  their  utmoft  to 
pleafe  her,  and  the  Infant  in  her 
arms.  They  played  for  a  full 
hour  to  one  of  her  images  which 
ftands  at  the  corner  of  a  flreet. 
All  the  other  flatues  of  the  Virgin, 
which  are  placed  in  the  flfeets, 
are  ferenaded  in  the  fame  manner 
every  Chriitmas  mpr/iing.  On 
my  enquiring  into  the  meaning  of 
that  ceremony,  I  was  told  the 
above-mentioned  circumQance  of 
her  charadler,  which,  though  you 
mry  have  always  thought  highly 
probable,  perhaps  you  never  be- 
fore knew  for  certain.  My  in- 
former was  a  pilgrim,  who  flood, 
liftening  wiih  great  devotion  to 
the  pipers.  He  told  me,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  Virgin's  taP.e 

was 
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was  too  refined  to  have  much  fatis- 
faftlon  in  the  performance  cf  thofe 
poor  Calabrians,  which  was  chiefly 
jntended  for  the  Infant;  and  he 
defired  me  to  remark,  that  the 
tones  were  plain,  fimple,  and  fuch 
as  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
agreeable  to  the  ear  of  a  child  of 
his  time  of  life. 


Of  Naples,  a:d  the  Manners  of  its 
Inhabitants,     From  the  fame. 

NAPLES  was  founded  by  the 
Greeks.  The  charming  fi- 
tuation  they  have  chofen,  is  one 
proof  among  thoufands,  of  the  fine 
tafte  of  that  ingenious  people. 

The  bay  is  about  thirty  miles  in 
circumference>  and  twelve  in  dia- 
meter ;  it  has  been  named  crater, 
from  its  fuppofed  refemblance  to  a 
bowl.  This  bowl  is  ornamented 
with  the  mod  beautiful  foliage, 
with  vines,  with  olive,  mulberry, 
and  orange  trees;  with  hills,  dales, 
towns,  villas,  and  villages. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Na- 
ples, the  town  is  built  in  the  form 
of  a  vail  amphitheatre,  floping  from 
the  hills  towards  the  fea. 

If,  from  the  town,  you  turn 
your  eyes  to  the  eaft,  you  fee  the 
rich  plains  leading  to  mount  Ve- 
fuvius,  and  Portici.  If  you  look  to 
the  weft,  you  have  the  grotto  of 
Paufilippo,  the  mountain  on  \</hich 
Virgil's  tomb  is  placed,  and  the 
fields  leading  to  Puzzoli  and  the 
coaft  of  Baia.  On  the  north,  are 
the  fertile  hills,  gradually  rifing 
f  om  the  Ihore  to  the  Campagna 
Felice.  On  the  iouth,  is  the  bay, 
confined  by  the  two  promontories 
of  Mifenum  and  Minerva,  the  vnew 
being  terminated  by  the  illands 
Procida,  ifchia,  and  Csprea }  and 


as  you  afcend  to  the  caftle  of  St. 
Elmo,  you  have  all  thefe  objefts 
under  your  eye  at  once,  with  the 
addition  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Campagna. 

Independent  of  its  happy  fitua. 
tion,  Naples  is  a  very  beautiful 
city.  The  ftyle  of  arch  it  ft  u  re, 
it  muft  be  confefTed,  is  inferior  to 
what  prevails  at  Rome;  but  tho* 
Naples  cannot  vie  wih  that  city 
in  the  number  of  palaces,  or  in 
the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 
the  churches,  the  private  houfes 
in  general  are  better  built,  and 
are  more  uniformly  convenient  ; 
the  ftreets  are  broad  r  and  better 
paved.  No  ftreet  in  Rome  equals 
in  beauty  the  Strada  di  Toledo  at 
Naples ;  and  ftill  lefs  can  any  of 
them  be  compared  with  thofe  beau- 
tiful flreets  which  are  open  to  the 
bay.  This  is  the  native  country 
of  the  zephyrs  ;  here  the  exceflive 
heat  of  the  fun  is  often  tempered 
with  fea  breezes,  and  with  gales, 
wafting  the  perfumes  of  the  Cam- 
pagna Felice. 

The  houfes,  in  general,  are  five 
or  fix  ftories  in  height,  and  flat  at 
the  top  ;  on  which  are  placed  num- 
bers of  flower  vafes  or  fruit  trees, 
in  boxes  of  earth,  producing  a  very 
gay  and  agreeable  effeft. 

J  he  fortrefs  of  St.  Elmo  is  built 
on  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name. 
The  garrifon  ftationed  here  have 
the  entire  command  of  the  town, 
and  could  lay  it  in  afhes  at  plea- 
fure.  A  little  lower,  on  the  fame 
mountain,  is  a  convent  of  Carthu- 
fians.  The  fituation  of  this  con- 
vent is  as  advantageous  and  beau-, 
tiful  as  can  he  imagined  ;  and  much 
expence  has  b«en  lavished  to  ren- 
der the  building,  the  apartments, 
and  the  gardens,  equal  to  the  fitu- 
acioo. 

Though 
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,  Though  Naples  is  admirably 
Htuated  for  commerce,  andno  king- 
dom produces  the  necefTaries  and 
luxuries  of  life  in  greater  profufion, 
yet  trade  is  but  in  a  languifhing 
condition  ;  the  beft  filks  come  from 
Lyons,  and  the  beft  woollen  goods 
from  England. 

The  chief  articles  manufaflured 
here,  at  prefent,  are,  filk  ftockings, 
foap,fnufF- boxes,  or  tortoife-fhells; 
and  the  lava  of  Mount  Vefuvius, 
tables,  and  ornamental  furniture, 
of  marble.  , 

They  are  thought  to  embroider 
here  better  than  even  in  France ; 
and  their  macaroni  is  preferred  to 
that  made  in  any  other  part  of 
Italy.  The  Neapolitans  excel  alfo 
in  liqueurs  and  confedions ;  parti- 
cularly in  one  kind  of  confeftion, 
which  is  fold  at  a  very  high  price, 
called  Diabolonis.  This  drug,  as 
you  will  guefs  from  its  name,  is 
of  a  very  hot  and  ftimulating  na- 
ture, and  what  I  Ihould  think  by 
no  means  requifite  to  Neapolitan 
conllitutions. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town 
are  computed  at  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand.  I  make  no  doubt 
of  their  amounting  to  that  num- 
ber ;  for  though  Naples  is  not  one 
third  of  the  lize  of  London,  yet 
jnany  of  the  ftreets  here  are  more 
crowded  than  the  Strand.  In 
London  and  Paris,  the  people  who 
fill  the  ftreets  are  mere  pafTengers, 
hurrying  from  place  to  place  on 
bufinefs ;  and  when  they  choofe 
to  converfe,  or  to  amufe  them- 
felves,  they  refort  to  the  public 
walks  or  gardens :  at  Naples  the 
citizens  have  fewer  avocations  of 
bufinefs  to  excite  their  activity ; 
no  public  walks,  or  gardens,  to 
which  they  can  refort;  and  are, 
therefore,    more    frequently    feen 


fauntering  and  converfing  in  the 
lireets,  where  a  great  proportioa 
of  the  pocreft  fort,  for  want  of 
habitations,  are  obliged  to  fpend 
the  night  as  well  as  the  day. 
While  you  fit  in  your  chamber  at 
London,  or  at  Paris,  the  ufual 
noife  you  hear  from  the  ftreets,  Is 
that  of  carriages  ;  but  at  Naples, 
where  they  talk  with  uncommoa 
vivacity,  and  where  whole  ftreets 
full  of  talkers  are  in  continual 
employment,  the  noife  of  carriage* 
is  completely  drowned  in  the  ag- 
gregated clack  of  human  voice*. 
In  the  midft  of  all  this  idlenefs, 
fewer  riots  or  outrages  of  any  kind 
happen,  than  might  be  expefted 
in  a  town  where  the  police  is  far 
from  being  ftrift,  and  where  fuck 
multitudes  of  poor  unemployed 
people  meet  together  cvtty  day. 
This  partly  proceeds  from  the 
national  charader  of  the  Italians^ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  quiet, 
fubmiffive,  and  averfe  to  riot  or 
fedition  ;  and  partly  to  the  com- 
mon people  being  univerfally  fo- 
ber,  and  never  inflamed  with 
fl:rong  and  fpirituous  liquors,  as 
they  are  in  the  northern  countries. 
Iced  water  and  lemonade  are, 
among  the  luxuries  of  the  loweji 
vulgar  ;  they  are  carried  about  ia 
little  barrels,  and  fold  in  half- 
penny's worth.  The  half  naked 
lazzarone  is  often  tempted  to  fpend 
the  fmal)  pittance  deltined  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  family  on  this 
bewitching  beverage,  as  the  moil 
diflblute  of  the  low  people  in  Lon- 
don fpend  their  wages  on  gin  and 
brandy  ;  fo  that  the  fame  extrava- 
gance which  cools  the  mob  of  the 
one  city,  tends  to  inflame  that  of 
the  other  to  afts  of  excefs  and  bru- 
tahty. 

There 
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There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  city  ia 
the  world,  with  tlie  fame  number 
of  inhabitants,  in  which  fo  few 
contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the 
community  by  ufeful,  or  by  pro- 
duflive  labour,  as  Naples ;  but 
the  numbers  of  priells,  monks, 
fiddlers,  lawyers,  nobility,  foot- 
men, and  lazzaronis,  furpafs  all 
xeafonable  proportion ;  the  laft 
alone  are  computed  at  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand.  If  thefe  poor  fel- 
lows are  idle,  it  is  not  their  own 
fault ;  they  are  continually  run- 
jfting  about  the  Itreets,  as  we  are 
told  of  the  artificers  of  China, 
offering  their  fervice,  and  begging 
for  employment;  and  are  con- 
fidered,  by  many,  as  of  more  real 
utility  than  any  of  the  claffes  above 
jnentioned. 

The  Neapolitan  nobility  are 
exceffively  fond  of  fplendour  and 
fliow.  This  appears  in  the  bril- 
liancy of  their  equipages,  the  num- 
ber of  their  attendants,  the  richnefs 
of  their  drefs,  and  the  grandeur  of 
their  titles. 

I  am  affured,  that  the  king  of 
Naples  counts  a  hundred  peribns 
with  the  title  of  prince,  and  Hill  a 
greater  number  with  that  of  duke, 
among  Im  fubjefts.  Six  or  feven 
of  thefe  have  eftates,  which  pro- 
duce from  ten  to  twelve  or  thirteen 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  a  conli- 
derable  number  have  fortunes  of 
about  half  that  value;  and  the 
annual  revenue  of  many  is  not 
above  one  or  two  thoufand  pounds. 
With  refpeifl  to  the  inferior  orders 
of  nobility,'  they  are  much  poorer  ; 
many  counts  and  marquiffes  have 
not  above  three  or  four  hundred 
pounds  a  year  of  paternal  eitate, 
many  Hill  lefs,  and  not  a  few  enjoy 
the  title  without  any  eitate  what- 
ever. 
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When  we  confider  the  magni- 
ficence of  their  entertainments, 
the  fplendour  of  their  equipages, 
and  the  number  of  their  fervants, 
we  are  forprifed  that  the  richeft  of 
them  can  fupport  fuch  expenfive 
ellablilhments.  1  dined,  foon  after 
our  arrival,  at  the  prince  of  Franca 
Villa's ;  there  were  about  forty 
people  at  table ;  it  was  meagre 
day;  the  dinner  confilted  entirely 
of  fifh  and  vegetables,  and  was 
the  moft  magnificent  entertainment 
I  ever  faw,  comprehending  an 
infinite  variety  of  dirties,  a  vaft 
profufion  of  fruit,  and  the  wines  of 
every  country  in  Europe.  I  dined 
fince  at  the  prince  lacci's.  I  Ihall 
mention  two  circumllances,  from 
which  you  may  form  an  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  an  Italian  palace,  and 
the  number  of  domeftics  which 
fome  of  the  nobility  retain.  We 
paffed  through  twelve  or  thirteen 
large  rooms  before  we  arrived  at 
the  dining-rsom  ;  there  were  thir- 
ty-fix perfons  at  table,  none  ferved 
but  the  prince's,  domeftics,  and 
each  gueft  had  a  footman  behind 
his  chair;  other  domeftics  belong- 
ing to  the  prince  remained  in  the 
adjacent  rooms,  and  in  the  hall.  We 
afterwards  paffed  through  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  other  rooms  in 
our  way  to  one  from  which  there  is 
a  very  commanding  view. 

Noeftate  in  England  could  fup- 
port fuch  a  number  of  fervants, 
paid  and  fed  as  Englifh  fervants 
are ;  but  here  the  wages  are  very 
moderate  indeed,  and  the  greater 
number  of  men  fervants,  belonging 
to  the  firft  families,  give  their  at- 
tendance through  the  day  only, 
and  find  beds  and  provifions  for 
themfelves.  It  muft  be  remem- 
bered, alfo,  that  few  of  the  nobles 
give    entertainments,    and    thofe 

who 
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who  do  not,  are  faid  to  live  very 
fparingly ;  (o  that  the  whole  of 
their  revenue,  whatever  that  may 
be,  is  exhaiilled  on  articles  of 
ihow. 

As  there  is  no  opera  at  prefent, 
the  people  of  faftiion  generally  pafs 
part  of  the  evening  at  the  corfo, 
on  the  fea  Ihore.  This  is  the  great 
fcone  of  Neapolitan  fplendour  and 
parade  ;  and,  on  grand  occafions, 
the  magnificence  difplayed  here 
will  ftrike  a  ftranger  very  much. 
The  fined  carriages  are  painted, 
gilt,  varnilhed,  and  lined,  in  a 
richer  and  more  beautiful  manner, 
than  has  as  yet  become  fafhionable 
either  in  England  or  France  ;  they 
are  often  drawn  by  fix,  and  fome- 
times  by  eight  horfes. 

It  is  the  mode  here  to  have 
two  running  footmen,  very  gaily 
dreffed,  before  the  carriage,  and 
three  or  four  fervants  in  rich  live- 
ries behind  ;  thefe  attendants  are 
generally  tha  handfomeft  young 
men  that  can  be  procured.  The 
ladies  or  gentlemen  within  the 
coaches,  glitter  in  all  the  bril- 
liancy of  lace,  embroidery,  and 
jewels.  The  Neapolitan  carriages, 
for  gala  days,  are  made  on  pur- 
pofe,  with  very  large  windows, 
that  the  fpeftators  may  enjtoy  ^ 
full  view  of  the  parties  within. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fhowy  than 
the  harnefs  of  the  horfes ;  their 
heads  and  manes  are  ornamented 
with  the  rareft  plumage,  and  their 
tails  fet  off  with  ribband  and  arti- 
ficial flowers,  in  fuch  a  graceful 
manner  that  you  are  apt  to  think 
they  have  been  adorned  by  the 
fame  hands  that  dreffed  the  heads 
of  the  ladies,  and  not  by  common 
grooms. 

His  Neapolitan  majefty  fecms  to 
be  about  the  age  of  fix  or  feven- 


and-twenty.  He  is  a  prince  of 
great  adivity  of  body,  and  a  good 
conftitution  ;  he  indulges  in  fre- 
quent relaxations  from  the  cares  of 
government  and  the  fatigue  of 
thinking,  by  hunting  and  other 
exercifes  ;  and  (which  ought  to 
give  a  high  idea  of  his  natural 
talents)  he  never  fails  to  acquire 
a  very  coniiderable  degree  of  per- 
feftion  in  thofe  things  to  which  he 
applies.  He  is  very  fond,  like 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  of  reviewing 
his  troops,  and  is  perfeftly  matter 
of  the  whole  myftery  of  the  manual 
exercife.  I  have  had  the  honour, 
oftener  than  once,  of  feeing  hin 
exercife  the  different  regiment* 
which  form  the  garrifon  here :  he 
always  gave  the  word  of  command 
with  his  own  royal  mouth,  and 
with  a  precifion  which  feemed  to 
allonifti  the  whole  court.  This 
monarch  is  alfo  a  very  excellent 
fhot ;  his  uncommon  fuccefs  at 
this  diverfion  is  thought  to  have 
roufed  the  jealoufy  of  his  moll 
catholic  majefty,  who  alfo  values 
himfeif  on  his  flcill  as  a  markfman. 
The  correfpondence  between  thofe 
two  great  perfonages  often  relates 
to  their  favourite  amufement. — A 
gentleman,  who  came  lately  from. 
Madrid,  told  me,  that  the  king, 
on  fome  occaiion,  had  read  a  letter 
which  he  had  juit  received  from 
his  fon  at  Naples,  wherein  he  com- 
plained of  his  "bad  fuccefs  on  a 
fhooting  party,  having  killed  no 
more  than  eighty  birds  in  a  day: 
and  the  Spanilh  monarch,  turning 
to  his  courtiers,  faid,  in  a  plaintive 
tone  of  voice,  "  Fvlio  fiJio  piange 
"  di  non  aver'  fatto  piu  di  ottante 
*•  beccacie  in  uno  giorno,  quando 
"  mi  crederei  I'uomo  il  piu  felice 
*'  del  mondo  fe  potefie  fare  qua- 
*'  ranta.**  All  who  take  a  be- 
coming 
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coming  (hare  in  the  affliftions  of  a 
royal  bofom,  will  no  doubt  join 
With  me,  in  wifliing  betcer  fuccefs 
to  this  good  monarch,  for  the 
future.  Fortunate  would  it  be 
for  mankind,  if  the  happinefs  of 
their  princes  could  be  purchafed  at 
foeafyarate!  and  thrice  fortunate 
for  the  generous  people  of  Spain, 
if  the  family  connexions  of  their 
monarch,  often  at  variance  with 
the  real  intereft  of  that  country, 
fliould  never  feduce  him  into  a 
nacre  ruinous  war,  than  that  which 
he  now  wages  againft  the  beads  of 
the  field,  and  the  birds  of  the  air. 
His  Neapolitan  majefty,  as  I  am 
informed,  poffeffes  many  other 
accomplilhments  ;  I  particularise 
thofe  only  to  which  I  l^ve  myfelf 
been  a  witnefs.  No  king  in  Eu- 
rope is  fuppofed  to  underftand  the 
game  of  billiards  better.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  llrike 
the  moll  brilliant  ftroke  that  per- 
haps ever  was  ftruck  by  a  crowned 
head.  The  ball  of  his  antagonift 
was  near  one  of  the  middle  pockets, 
and  his  own  in  fuch  a  fituatlon, , 
that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
make  it  rebound  from  two  different 
parts  of  the  cufhion,  before  it 
could  pocket  the  other.  A  perfon 
of  \efs  enterprize  would  have  been 
contented  with  placing  himfelf  in 
a  fafe  fituation,  at  a  fraall  lofs, 
and  never  have  rifqued  any  offen- 
£ve  attempt  againll  the  enemy ; 
but  the  difEculty  and  danger,  in- 
ftead  of  intimidating,  fteraed  ra- 
ther to  animate  the  ambition  of 
this  Prince.  He  fummoned  all 
his  addrefs ;  he  eftimated,  with  a 
mathematical  eye,  the  angles  at 
which  the.  ball  muft  fly  off;  and 
he  A^uck  it  with  an  undaunted 
mind  and  a  fleady  hand,  [t  re- 
bounded obliquely,  from  the  op> 


pofite  fide-cufhion  to  that  at  th« 
end,  from  which  it  moved  in  a 
dired  line  towards  the  middle 
pocket,  which  feemed  to  ftand  ia 
gaping  expeftation  to  receive  it. 
The  hearts  of  the  fpeftators  beat 
thick  as  it  rolled  along;  and  they 
fhewed,  by  the  contortions  of  their 
faces  and  perfons,  how  much  they 
feared  that  it  Ihould  move  one 
hair-breadth  in  a  wrong  diredion. 
—I  muft  here  interrupt  this  im- 
portant narrative,  tooblerve,  that 
when  I  talk  of  contortions,  if  you 
form  your  idea  from  any  thing  of 
that  kind  which  you  may  have  feen 
around  an  Englilh  billiard-table  or 
bowling-green,  you  can  have  no 
juft  notion  of  thofe  which  were  ex- 
hibited on  this  occafion :  your  itha- 
gination  muft  triple  the  force  and 
energy  of  every  Englifh  grimace, 
before  it  can  do  juftice  to  the  ner- 
vous twift  of  an  Italian  counte- 
nance.— .At  length  the  royal  ball 
reached  that  of  the  enemy,  and  with 
afingle  blow  drove  it  off  the  plain. 
An  univerfal  Ihout  of  joy,  triumph, 
and  applaufe,  burit  from  the  be- 
holders .j  but, 

O  thougbtlefs  mortals,  ever  blind  to  fate. 
Too  foon  dejedted,  and  too  foon  elate ! 

the  victorious  ball,  purfuing  the 
enemy  too  far,  Ihared  the  fame, 
fate,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
grave,  with  the  vanquilhed.  Thia 
fatal  and  unforefeen  event  feemed 
to  make  a  deep  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  witneffes  to 
it;  and  will  no  doubt  be  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  quoted  by  future  poets  and 
hiftorians,  as  a  ftriking  inftance  of 
the  inllability  of  fubl unary  fe- 
licity. In  domeftic  life,  this 
Prince  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
aa  eafy  mailer,  a  good-natured 
hi^and. 
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Kuf^and,  a  dutiful  fon,  and  an  in- 
dulgent father. 

I'he  queen  of  Naples  is  a  beau- 
tiful woman,  and  feems  to  pofTefs 
the  afFabiHty,  good -humour,  and 
benevolence,  which  diftinguilh,  in 
fuch  an  amiable  manner,  the  Au- 
ilrian  familyi 

The  hereditary  jurifdiftion  of 
the  nobles  over  their  vaflals  fubfifts, 
both  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  in  the  full  rigour  of  the 
feudal  government.  The  peafants 
therefore  are  poor  ;  and  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  perfonal  character 
of  the  mafters,  whether  their  po- 
verty is  not  the  lealt  of  their 
grievances. 

The  court  of  Naples  has  not 
yet  ventured,  by  one  open  aft  of 
authority,  to  abolifti  the  immo- 
derate power  of  the  lords  over  their 
tenants.  But  it  is  believed  that 
the  minifter  fecretly  wifhes  for  its 
dertruftion  ;  and  in  cafes  of  fla- 
grant opprelfion,  when  complaints 
are  brought  before  the  legal  courts, 
or  diredly  to  the  king  himfelf,  by 
the  peafants  againft  their  lord,  it 
is  generally  remarked  that  the 
miniiter  favours  the  complainant. 
Notvvithftanding  this,  the  mafters 
have  fo  many  opportunities  of  op- 
preffing,  and  fuch  various  methods 
of  teazing,  their  valTkis,  that  they 
generally  chufe  to  bear  their 
wrongs  in  filence;  and  perceiving 
that  thofe  who  hold  their  lands 
immediately  from  the  crown,  are 
in  a  much  eafjer  fuuation  than 
themfelvcs,  without  raifing  their 
hopes  to  perfect  freedom,  the 
height  of  their  vvilhes  is  to  be 
Iheltered  from  the  vexations  of 
little  tyrants,  under  the  unlimited 
power  of  one  common  mailer. 
The  objefts  of  royal  attention, 
they  fondlv  imagine,  are  too  fub- 
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lime,  and  the  minds  of  kings  too 
generous,  to  Hoop  to,  or  even  to 
countenance,  in  their  fervants,  the 
minute  and  unreafonableexadions, 
which  are  wrung  at  prefent  from 
the  hard  hands  of  the  exhaufted 
labourer. 

Though  the  Neapolitan  nobility 
ftill  retain  the  ancient  feudal  au- 
thority over  the  peafants,  yet  their 
perfonal  importance  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure,  on  the  favour  of 
the  king  ;  who,  under  pretext  of 
any  oiFence,  can  confine  them  to 
their  own  eftatesjOrimprifon  them 
at  pleafure ;  and  who,  without 
any  alledged  offence,  and  without 
going  to  fuch  extremes,  can  inflidt 
a  punilhment,  highly  fenfible  to 
them,  by  not  inviting  them  to  the 
amufements  of  the  court,  or  not 
receiving  them  with  fmiles  whea 
they  attend  on  any  ordinary  oc- 
cafion.  Unlefs  this  prince  were  fo 
very  impolitic  as  to  difguft  all  the 
nobility  at  once,  and  fo  unite  the 
whole  body  againft  him,  he  has 
little  to  fear  from  their  refentment. 
Even  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  union,  as 
the  nobles  have  loft  the  afFedtion 
and  attachment  of  their  peafants, 
what  could  they  do  in  oppolition  to 
a  ftanding  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  entirely  devoted  to  the  crown  ? 
The  eftabliftiment  of  ftanding  ar- 
mies has  univerfally  given  liability 
to  the  power  of  the  prince,  and 
ruined  that  of  the  great  lords.  No 
nobility  in  Europe  can  now  be 
faid  to  inherit  political  import- 
ance, or  to  act  independent  of, 
or  in  oppofition  to,  the  influence 
of  the  crown  ;  except  the  temporal 
peers  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England, 

The  citizens  of  Naples  form  a 
fociety  of  their  own,  perfeflly 
dillinft  from    the    nobility ;    and 

C  although 
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although  they  are  not  the  moft 
indultrious  people  in  the  world, 
yet,  havinj^  forae  degree  of  occu- 
pation, and  their  time  being  di- 
vided between  biifinefs  and  p!ea- 
fure,  they  probably  have  more 
enjoyment  than  thofe,  who,  with- 
out internal  refoufces,  or  oppor- 
tunities of  acfiive  exertion,  pafs 
their  lives  in  fenfual  gratifications, 
and  in  waiting  the  returns  of  ap- 
petite around  a  gaming  table.  In 
the  moft  refpeftable  clafs  of  citi- 
zens, are  comprehended  the  law- 
yers, of  whom  there  are  an  incre- 
dible number  in  this  town.  The 
moft  eminent  of  this  _  profefiion 
hold,  indeed,  a  kind  of  inter- 
mediate rank  between  the  nobility 
and  citizens;  the  reft  are  on  a 
level  with  the  phyficians,  the 
principal  merchants,  and  the  ar- 
tifts  ;  none  of  whom  can  make 
great  fortunes,  however  induflrious 
they  may  be;  but  a  moderate  in- 
come enables  them  to  fupport  their 
rank  in  fociety,  and  to  enjoy  all 

the  conveniences,  and  many  of  the 
luxuries,  of  life. 

England    is    perhaps    the   only 

nation  in  Europe  where  feme  indi- 
viduals, of  every  profeffion,  even 

of  the  lowell,    find   it   poffible  to 

accumulate   great    fortunes  ;     the 

effedt  of  this    very    frequently   is, 

that  the  fon  defpifes  the  profeifion 

of  the  father,  commences  gentle- 
man, and  diflipates,  in  a  few  years, 

what  coft  a  life  to  gather.      In  the 

principal  cities    of   Germany   and 

Italy,  we  find,  that   the   anccftors 

of  many  of  thofe  citizens  who  are 

the  moft  eminentin  their  particular 

buiineffes,    have     tranfmitted    the 

art  to  them  through  feveral  gene- 
rations.    It  is  natural  to  imagine, 

that  this  will  tend  to  the  improve- 

Oient  of  the  art,  or  fcience,  or  pro- 


feffion, as  well  as  the  family  for* 
tune ;  and  that  the  third  gene- 
ration will  acquire  knowledge  from 
the  experience,  as  well  as  wealth 
from  the  induftry,  of  the  former 
two  ;  whereas,  in  the  cafes  alluded 
to  above,  the  wheel  of  fortune 
movcj  differently.  A  man,  byaffi- 
duity  in  a  particular  bufinefs,  and 
by  genius,  acquires  a  great  fortune 
and  a  high  reputation ;  the  fon 
throws  away  the  fortune,  and  ruins 
hi?  own  chararter  by  extravagance  ; 
and  the  giandfon  is  obliged  to  re- 
commeoce  the  bufinefs,  unaided 
by  the  wealth  or  experience  of  his 
anceltors.  This,  however,  is  point- 
ing out  an  evil  which  1  fhould  be 
forry  to  fee  remedied  ;  becaufe  it 
certainly  originates  in  the  riches 
and  profperity  of  the  country  in 
which  it  exifts. 

The  number  of  priefts,  monks» 
and  ecclefiaftics  of  all  the  various 
orders  that  fwafm  in  this  city,  is 
prodigious  ;  and  the  provifion  ap- 
propriated for  their  ufe,  is  as  am- 
ple. I  am  aflured,  that  the  cJergy 
are  in  pofleflion  of  confiderably 
above  one-third  of  the  revenue  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  over  and  above 
what  fome  particular  orders  among 
them  acquire  by  begging  for  the 
ufe  of  their  convents,  and  what  is 
gotten  in  legacies  by  the  addrefs 
and  affiduity  of  the  whole.  The 
unproductive  wealth,  which  is 
lodged  in  the  churches  and  con- 
vents of  this  city,  amounts  alfo  to 
an  amazing  value.  Not  to  bo 
compared  in  point  of  architefture 
to  the  churches  and  convents  of 
Rome,  thofe  of  Naples  furpafs 
them  in  riches,  in  the  value  of 
their  jewels,  and  in  the  quantity 
of  filver  and  golden  crucifixes, 
vefl'els,  and  implements  of  various 
kinds.  This  wealth,  whatever  it 
amounts 
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amounts  to,  is  of  as  little  iife  to 
the  kingdom,  as  ifit  ftill  remained 
in  the  Viiines  of  Peru  ;  and  the 
greater  purt  of  it,  furely,  affords 
as  little  comfort  to  the  clergy  and 
monies  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
community  ;  for  though  it  belongs 
to  their  church,  or  their  convent, 
yet  it  can  no  more  be  converted  to 
the  ufe  of  the  prieits  and  monks  of 
fuch  churches  and  convents,  than 
to  the  tradefmen  ^ho  inhabit  the 
adjacent  ftreets.  For  this  reafon  I 
am  a  good  deal  furprifed,  that  no 
pretext,  or  fubterfuge,  has  been 
found,  no  expedient  fallen  on,  no 
treaty  or  convention  made,,  for  ap- 
propriating part  of  this  at  leall  to 
the  ufe  of  fome  fet  of  people  or 
other.  If  the  clergy  were  to  lay 
their  hands  on  it,  this  might  be 
found  fault  with  by  the  king;  if 
his  majelly  dreamt  of  taking  any 
part  of  it  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  Itate,  the  clergy  would  un- 
doubtedly raife  a  clamour;  and  if 
both  united,  the  Pope  would  think 
he  had  a  right  to  pronouticd  his 
vote  :  but  if  all  thef;  three  powers 
could  come  to  an  underftanding, 
and  fettle  their  proportions,  I  am 
apt  to  think  a  partition  might  be 
made  as  quietly  as  that  of  Po- 
land. 

Whatever  fcruples  the  Neapo- 
litan clergy  may  have  to  fuch  a 
projed,  they  certainly  have  none 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
revenues.  No  clafs  of  men  can  be 
leis  difpofed  to  offend  Provdence 
by  a  peevifh  negicdl  of  the  oood 
things  which  the  bounty  of  heaven 
has  beltosved.  Self  denial  is  a 
virtue,  which  I  will  i.or  fay  they 
pofl'efs  in  a  Smaller  degree,  but 
which,  I  am  fure,  they  afFed  Icfs 
than  any  other  ecclefialtics  I  know  ; 
they    live    very  much    in  fociety, 


both  with  the  nobles  and  citizens. 
All  of  them,  the  monks  not  ex- 
cepted, attend  the  theatre,  and 
feem  to  join  mofl  cordially  in  other 
diverfi^ns  and  amufements ;  the 
common  people  are  no  ways 
offended  at  this,  or  imagine  that 
they  ought  to  live  in  a  more  reclufe 
manner.  I  am  informed,  that  a 
very  confiderable  diminution  ia 
the  number  of  monks  has  taken, 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
fince  the  fupprelfion  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  fince  a  liberty  of  quitting  the 
cowl  was  granted  by  the  late  Pope; 
but  ftill  there  is  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  a  deficiency  in  this  order 
of  men.  The  richeft  and  moll 
commodious  convents  in  Europe, 
both  for  male  and  female  votaries, 
are  in  this  city ;  the  moft  fertile 
and  beautiful  hills  of  the  environs 
are  covered  with  them  ;  a  fmall 
part  of  their  revenue  is  fpent  in 
feeding  the  poor,  the  monks  diftri- 
bating  bread  and  foup  to  a  certain 
number  every  day  before  the  doors 
of  the  convents.  Some  of  the 
friars  ftudy  phyfic  and  furgery,  and 
praftife  thefe  arts  with  great  ap- 
plauie.  Each  convent  has  an 
apothecary's  fhop  belonging  to  it,, 
where  medicines  are  delivered 
gratis  to  the  poor,  and  fold  to 
thofj  who  can  afford  to  pay.  On 
ail  thefe  accounts  the  monks  in 
general  are  greater  favourites  with 
the  common  people  than  even  the 
fecular  clergy. 

The  lazzaroni,  or  black-guards, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Naples;  and  have,  on 
fome  well-known  occafions,  b.id 
the  government  for  a  fliort  time  in 
their  own  hands.  *  They  are  com- 
puted at  above  thirty  thoufand  ; 
the  greater  part  of  them  nave  no 
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dwelHng-houfes,  but  fleep  every 
night  under  porticos,  piazzas,  or 
any  kind  of  (belter  they  can  find. 
Thofe  of  them  who  have  wives  and 
children,  live  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Naples  near  Paufilippo,  in  huts, 
or  in  caverns  or  chambers  dug  out 
of  that  mountain.  Some  gain  a 
livelihood  by  fifhing,  others  by 
carrying  burdens  to  and  from  the 
ihipping;  many  walk  about  the 
ftreets  ready  to  run  on  errands,  or 
to  perform  any  labour  in  their 
power  for  a  very  fmall  recompence. 
As  they  do  not  meet  with  conftant 
employment,  their  wages  are  not 
Sufficient  for  their  maintenance  ; 
the  foup  and.  bread  diftributed  at 
the  door  of  the  convents  fupply  the 
deficiency.  Thelazzaroni  are  ge- 
nerally reprefented  as  a  lazy,  li- 
centious, and  turbulent  fet  of  peo- 
ple ;  what  I  have  obferved  gives 
me  a  very  dlfFerent  idea  of  their 
charadler.  Their  idlenefs  is  evi- 
dently the  efFeft  of  neceffity,  not 
of  choice  ;  they  are  always  ready 
to  perform  any  work,  however 
laborious,  for  a  very  reafonable 
gratification.  Il  mult  proceed  from 
the  fault  of  government,  when 
fuch  a  number  of  ftout  adive  cici- 
aens  remain  unemployed  ;  and  fo 
far  are  they  from  being  licentious 
and  turbulent,  that  I  cannot  help 
thinking  they  are  by  much  too 
tame  and  fubmiffive.  Though  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Italian  cities 
were  the  firll  who  fhook  off  the 
feudal  yoke,  and  though  in  Naples 
they  have  long  enjoyed  the  pri- 
vilege of  municipal  jurildiftion, 
yet  the  external  fplendcur  of  the 
nobles,  and  the  authority  they  Hill 
exercife  over  the  peafants,  impofe 
upon  the  minds  of  the  lazzaroni ; 
and  however  bold  and  refentful 
they  may  be  of  injuries  offered  by 


others,  they  bear  the  infolence  of 
the  nobility  as  paffively  as  peafants 
fixed  to  the  foil.  A  coxcomb  of  a 
volanti  tricked  out  in  his  fantaftical 
drefs,  or  any  of  the  liveried  flaves 
of  the  great,  make  no  ceremony 
of  treating  thefe  poor  fellows  with 
all  the  infolence  and  infenfibility 
natural  to  their  maffers;  and  for 
no  vifible  reafon,  but  becaufe  he  is 
drefled  in  lace,  and  the  others  in 
rags.  Inilead  of  calling  to  them  to 
make  way,  when  the  noife  in  the 
Hreets  prevents  the  common  people 
from  hearing  the  approach  of  the 
carriage,  a  Itroke  acrofs  the  fhoul- 
ders  with  the  cane  of  the  running 
footman,  is  the  ufual  warning  they 
receive.  Nothing  animates  this 
people  to  infurreftion,  but  fome 
vcTy  preffing  and  very  univerfal 
caufe  ;  fuch  as  a  fcarcity  of  bread  : 
every  other  grievance  they  bear  as 
if  it  were  their  charter.  When  we 
confider  thirty  thoufand  human 
creatures  without  beds  or  ha- 
bitations, wandering  almoft  naked 
in  fearch  of  food  through  the 
ilreets  of  a  well  built  city  ;  when 
we  think  of  the  opportunities  they 
have  of  being  together,  of  com- 
paring their  own  deftitute  fituation 
with  the  affluence  of  others,  one 
cannot  help  being  aflonilhed  ar' 
their  patience. 

Let  the  prince  be  diftinguiftied 
by  fplendour  and  magnificence; 
let  the  great  and  the  rich  have 
their  luxuries;  but,  in  the  name 
of  humanity,  let  the  poor,  who 
are  willing  to  labour,  have  food  in 
abundance  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
ot  nature,  and  raiment  to  defend- 
them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather ! 

If  their  governors,  whether  frcn» 
weaknefs  or  neglcd,  do  not  fupply 
them   with,  thefe,   they   certainly 
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have  a  right  to  help  themfelves. — 
Every  law  of  equity  and  common 
fenfe  will  jullify  them,  in  revolting 
againft  fuch  governors;,  and  in  fa- 
tisfying  their  own  wants  from  the 
fuperfluities  of  lazy  luxury. 


Of  the  poetical  Rehearfers  and  Im- 
prowui/atori, 

AS  I  fauntered  along  the  Strada 
Nucva  lately,  1  perceived  a 
groupe  of  people  liftening,  with 
much  attention,  to  a  perion  who 
harangued  them  in  a  raifed,  fo- 
lemn  voice,  and  with  great  gefti- 
culation.  I  immediately  made  one 
of  the  auditory,  which  increafed 
every  moment;  men,  women,  and 
children  bringing  feats  from  the 
neighbouring  houfes,  on  which 
they  placed  themfelves  around  the 
orator.  He  repeated  ftanzas  from 
Ariofto,  in  a  pompous,  recitative 
cadence,  peculiar  to  the  natives  of 
Italy  ;  and  he  had  a  book  in  his 
hand,  to  aflill  his  memory  when  it 
failed. ~  He  made  occafional  com- 
mentaries in  prqfe,  by  way  of 
bringing  the  poet's  expreffion 
nearer  to  the  level  of  his  hearers' 
capacities.  His  cloak  hung  loofe 
from  one  (houlder;  his  right  arm 
was  difengaged,  for  the  purpofes 
of  oratory.  Sometimes  he  waved 
it  with  a  flow,  fmooth  motion, 
which  accorded  with  the  cadence 
of  the  verfes;  fometimes  he  prefTed 
it  to  his  breaft,  to  give  energy  to 
the  pathetic  fentimeots  of  the 
poet.  Now  he  gathered  the  hang- 
ing folds  of  the  right  fide  of  his 
cloak,  and  held  them  gracefully 
up,  in  imitation  of  a  Roman  fe- 
nator  ;  and  anon  he  fwung  them 
acrofs  his  left  flioulder,  like  a  ci- 
tisen  of  Naples.    He  humQured 
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the  flanza  by  his  voice,  which  he 
could  modulate  to  the  key  of  any 
pafTion,  from  the  boifterous  burfts 
of  rage,  to  the  foft  notes  of  pity  or 
love.  But,  when  he  came  to  de- 
fcribe  the  exploits  of  Orlando,  he 
trufted  neither  to  the  powers  of  his 
own  voice,  nor  the  poet's  genius ; 
but,  throwing  off  his  cloak,  and 
grafping  his  cane,  he  afl'umed  the 
warlike  attitude  and  ftern  coun- 
tenance of  that  hero;  reprefenting, 
by  the  molt  animated  aftion,  how 
he  drove  his  fpear  through  the 
bodies  of  fix  of  his  enemies  at 
once  ;  the  point  at  the  fame  time 
killing  a  feventh,  who  would  alfo 
have  remained  transfixed  with  his 
companions,  if  the  fpear  could 
have  held  more  than  fix  men  of  an 
ordinary  fize  upon  it  at  a  time. 

II  Cavalier  d'Anglante  ove  pui  fpefle 
Vide  le  genti  e  I'armc,  abbafso  Tafta, 
Ed  uno  in  quelh,  e  poicia  un  altro  mefle 
E  un  altro,  e  un  altro,  che  fembrar  di  pafta, 
E  tino  a  fei  ve  n'inlilzo,  e  li  refle 
Tutti  una  lancia  ;  e  pciche'  ella  non  bafta 
A  piu  capir,  lafcio  il  fcttimo  fuore 
Fcrito  ii  che  di  quel  colpo  muore. 

This  ftanza  our  declaimer  had  no 
occafion  to  comment  upon,  as 
Ariofto  has  thought  fit  to  illuftrate 
it  in  a  manner  which  feemed 
highly  to  the  talte  of  this  audience. 
For,  in  the  verfe  immediately  fol- 
lowing, Orlando  is  compared  to  a 
man  killing  frogs  in  marfhy  ground, 
with  a  bow  and  arrow  made  for  that 
purpofe;  an  amufement  very  com- 
mon in  Italy,  and  ftill  more  fo  in 
France. 

Non  akrimente  nell'  eftrema  arena 

Veggiam  le  rane  de'  canali  e  fofle 

Pal  cauto  arcier  ne  i  fianchi,e  nella  fchlena 

L'una  vicina  all'  altera  eflcr  percofle, 

Nc  dalla  freccia,  fin  che  tutta  plena 

Non  fia  da  un  capo  all'  ^Itero  effer  rimoffe. 
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1  mud  however  do  this  audience 
the  jullice  to  acknowledge,  that 
they  feeincd  to  feel  thepathetic  and 
fublime,  as  well  as  the  ludicrous, 
parts  of  the  ancient  bard. 

This  practice  of  rehearfing  the 
verier  of  Ariofto,  TafTo,  and  other 
poets,  in  the  ftreet,  1  have  net 
obferved  in  any  other  town  of 
Italy;  and  I  am  told  it  is  'lefs 
common  here  tfian  it  was  formerly. 
I  remember  indeed,  a:  Venice,  to 
have  frequently  feen  mountebanks, 
who  gained  their  livelihood  by 
amuiing  the  populace  at  St.  Mark's 
Place,  with  wonderful  and  ro- 
mantic ftories  in  profe.^ — "  Liften, 
*'  gentlemen,"  faid  one  of  them, 
**  Jet  me  crave  your  attention,  ye 
**  beautiful  and  virtuous  ladies;  I 
**  have  fomething  equally  affefting 
**  and  wonderful  to  tell  you  ;  a 
*'  ftrange  and  ftupendous  advcn* 
**  ture,  which  happened  to  a  gal- 
•*  lant  knight." — Perceiving  that 
this  did  not  fufiicienily  intcreft  the 
liearers,  he  exalted  his  voice, 
calling  out  that  his  knight  was 
uno  Cavalliero  Crifiiano.  The 
audience  feemed  IHU  a  little 
fludtuating.  He  railed  his  voice  a 
note  higher,  telling  them  that  this 
chriftian  knight  was  one  jpf  their 
(>wn  viftorious  countrymen,  "  un' 
•'  Eroe  Veneziano."  1  his  fixed 
them  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  relate 
how  the  knight,  going  to  join  the 
chrilliin  army,  which  was  on  its 
inarch  to  recover  the  fepulclire  of 
Chrift  from  the  hands  of  the  in- 
jBdels,  loll  his  way  in  a  vait'  wood, 
and  wandered  at  lenoth  to  a  caiUe, 
in  which  a  lady  of  traniceodciit 
beauty  was  kept  prifoner  by  a 
gigantic  Saraccp,  who,  having 
liailet!  in  all  his  endeavours  to  gain 
the  heart  of  this  peerlefs  damfel, 
yefolved  to  gratify  his  paffion  by 


force  ;  and  had  aftually  began  the 
horrid  attempt,  when  the  (hrieks 
of  this  chaile  maiden  reached  the 
ears  of  the  Venetian  hero  ;  who, 
ever  ready  to  relieve  virgins  in 
diftrefs,  rulhed  into  the  apartment 
from  whence  the  cries  iffued.  The 
brutal  ravifber,  alarmed  at  the 
noife,  quits  the  ftruggling  lady, 
at  the  very  inftant  when  her 
ftrength  began  to  fail;  draws  his 
flaming  fword  ;  and  a  dreadful 
combat  begins  between  him  and 
the  chriitian  knignt,  who  per- 
for.Tis  miracles  of  courage  and  ad- 
drefs  in  refilling  the  blows  of  this 
mighty  giant;  till,  his  foot  unfor- 
tunately flipping  in  the  blood 
which  flowed  on  the  pavement,  he 
fell  at  the  feet  of  the  Saracen  ; 
who,  immediately  feizing  the  ad- 
vantage which  chance  gave  him, 
raifed  his  fword  with  all  his  might, 

and Here  the  orator's  hat  flew 

to  the  ground,  open  to  receive  the 
contributions  of  the  lifleners;  and 
he  continued  repeating,  '•  raifed 
"  his  fword  over  the  head  of  the 
'«  chriftian  knight" — "  raifed  hi« 
"  bloody,  murderous  brand,  to 
**  deltroy  your  noble,  vaiiant  coun- 
♦*  tryman.' — But  he  proceeded  no 
farther  in  his  narrative,  till  all 
who  feemed  irltcreiied  in  it  had 
thrown  fomething  into  the  hat. 
He  then  pocketed  the  money  with 
great  gravity,  and  v^ent  en  to  in- 
form them,  that,  at  this  critical 
moment,  the  Lady,  feeing  the 
danger  which  thrcateiied  her  de- 
livtrer,  rfdoubled  her  prayers  to 
the  Bltfl"cd  Mary,  who,  a  virgin 
herfeif,  is  peculiarly  attentive  and 
propitious  to  the  prayer:,  ot  virgins. 
Jult  as  tKe  Saracen's  fword  was 
dcfcendirg  on  the  head  of  the  Ve- 
netian, a  l.lrge  bee  flew,  quic^k  as 
thought,  in  4t  the  window,  flung 
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tie  former  very  fmartly  on  the  left 
temple,  diverted  the  blow,  and 
gave  the  chrillian  knight  time  to 
recover  himfelf.  The  fight  then 
recommenced  with  fiefti  fury  ;  but, 
after  the  Virgin  Mary  had  taken 
fuch  a  decided  part,  you  may  be- 
lieve it  was  no  match.  'J'he  infidel 
foon  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  the 
believer.  But  who  do  you  think 
this  beauteous  maiden  was,  on 
uhofe  account  the  combat  had 
begun  ?  Why  do  other  than  the 
filler  of  the  Venetian  hero. — This 
young  lady  had  been  ftolen  from 
her  father's  lioufe,  while  (he  was 
yet  a  child,  by  an  Armenian  mer- 
chant, who  dealt  in  no  other  goods 
than  women.  He  concealed  the 
child  till  he  found  means  to  carry 
her  to  Egypt ;  where  he  kept  her 
in  bondage,  with  other  young  girls, 
till  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  then 
fold  her  to  the  Saracen,  i  do  not 
exadlly  remember  whether  the  re- 
cognition betiyeen  the  brother  and 
fiiier  was  made  out  by  means  of  a 
mole  on  the  young  lady's  neck,  or 
by  a  bracelet  on  her  arm,  which, 
with  fome  other  of  h^r  mother's 
jewels,  happened  to  be  in  her 
p6cket  when  ihe  was  ftolcn  ;  but, 
in  whatever  manner  this  came 
about,  there  was  the  greateli  joy 
on  the  happy  occafion ;  and  the 
lady  joined  the  army  with  her 
brother,  and  one  of  the  chriftian 
commanders  fell  in  love  with  her, 
and  their  nupdals  were  folemnized 
a-t  Jerufalem  ;  and  they  returned 
to  Venice,  and  had. a  very  nume- 
rous family  of  the  finell  childrea 
you  ever  beheld. 

At  Rome,  thofe  ftreet-orators 
fometimes  entertain  their  audience 
with  interelling  paffagcs  of  real 
hiilory.  I  remember  naving  heard 
Qjie>  in  particular^  give  a  full  and 


true  account  how  the  bloody  hea* 
then  emperor  Nero  fet  fire  to  the 
city  of  Rome,  and  fat  at  a  window 
of  his  golden  palace,  playing  on  a 
harp,  while  the  town  was  in  flames. 
After  which  the  hillorian  pro- 
ceeded to  relate,  how  this  unna- 
tural emperor  murdered  his  own 
mother ;  and  he  concluded  by 
giving  the  audience  the  fatisfaftion 
of  hearing  a  particular  detail  of  all 
the  ignominious  circumliances  at- 
tending the  murderer's  own  death. 
This  bufinefs  of  ftreet-oratory, 
while  it  amufes  the  populace,  and 
keeps  thefn  from  lefs  innocent  an  . 
morecxpenfive  paliimes,  gives  them 
at  the  fame  time  fome  general  ideas 
of  hiflory.  Street-oraiors,  there- 
fore, are  a  more  ufeful  fet  of  men 
than  another  clafs,  of  which  there 
are  numbers  at  Rome,  who  enter- 
tarn  companies  with  extempo- 
raneous verfes  on  any  given  fubjedt. 
The  lalt  are  called  Improuvifatoris ; 
and  fome  people'admire  thefe  per- 
formances g^'eatly.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  too  poor  a  judge  of  the 
Jtalian  language  either  to  admire 
or  condemn  them  ;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  I  ihouli  ima- 
gine they  are  but  indifterent.  Ic 
is  faid,  that  the  Italian  is  pecu- 
liarly calculated  for.  poetry,  and 
that  ver/es  may  be  made  with  more 
facility  in  this  than  in  any  other 
language..  It  may  be  more  eafy  to 
find  fmooth  lines,  and  make  them 
terminate  in  rhime  in  Italian,  than 
in  any  language ;  but  to  compofe 
verfes  with  all  iheqyalities  effential 
to  good  poetry,  1  imagine  leifure 
and  long  refledion  are  requvfite. 
Indeed  i  underftand,  from  thofe 
who  are  judges,  that  thofe  extem- 
pore compoiiiions  of  the  Improu- 
vifatori  are  in  general  but  mean 
produdions,  con  filling  of  a  few 
C  4  fulfome 
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fulfome  compHments  to  the  com* 
pany,  and  feme  common-place  ob- 
fervations,  put  into  rhime,  on  the 
fubjed  propofed.     There  is,  how- 
ever,  a  lady  of  an  amiable   cha- 
rafter,     Signora    Corilla,     whofe 
extempore  produftions,  which  Ihe 
repeats  in  the  moft  graceful  man- 
ner, are  admired  by  people  of  real 
tafte.     While   we  were  at  Rome, 
this  lady  made  an  appearance  one 
evening,    at    the  affembly  of  the 
i\rcadi,  which  charmed  a  very  nu 
merous  company  ;    and   of  which 
our  friend  Mr.  R— y  has  given  me 
fuch  an  account,  as  makes  me  re- 
gret that  I  wai  not  prefent.     After 
much    entreaty,    a  fubjedl   being 
given,  Ihe  began,  accompanied  by 
two  violins,  and  fung  her  unpre^ 
meditated  (trains  with  great  variety 
of  thought  and  elegance  of  lan- 
guage.    The    whole  of  her   per- 
formance  lalled   above    an    hour, 
with  three  or  four  paufes,  of  about 
five  minutes  each,   which  feemed 
neceffary,  more  that  Ihe  might  re- 
cover her  ftrength  and  voice,  than 
for  recolledlion  ;  for  that  gentleman 
faid,  that  nothing  could  have  more 
the  air  of  infpiration,  or  what  we 
are  told  of  the  Pythian  Frophetefs. 
Ather  firftfettingout,  her  manner 
was   fedate,    or   rather- cold;    but 
gradually  becoming  animated,  her 
voice  rofe,  her  eyes  fparkled,  and 
the  rapidity   and   beauty   of   her 
expreflions  and  ideas  feemed  fuper- 
natural.     She  at  laft  called  on  ano- 
ther member  of  the  fociety  to  fing 
alternately   with    her,    which    he 
complied    with ;    but    Mr.  R— y 
thought,  though  they  were  Arcades 
(imho^  they  were  by  no  means  <««- 
tare  pares. 

Naples  is  celebrated  for  the  fineft 
opera  in  Europe.  This  however 
ha^jpen*  apt  w  be  the  feafon  of 


performing  ;  but  the  common  peo- 
ple enjoy  their  operas  at  all  feafons. 
Little  concerts  of  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mufic  are  heard  every  even- 
ing in  the  Scrada  Nuova,  the  Chi- 
aca,  the  Strada  di  Toledo,  and 
other  {Ireets ;  and  young  men  and 
women  are  feen  dancing  to  the 
mufic  of  ambulatory  performers 
all  along  this  delightful  bay.  To 
a  mere  f^eftator,  the  amufements 
of  the  common  people  afF  rd  more 
delight,  than  thofe  of  the  great; 
becaufe  they  fcem  to  be  more  en- 
joyed by  theoneclafs,  than  by  the 
oiher.  Thij  is  the  cafe  every 
where,  except  in  France  ;  where 
the  high  appear  a  happy  as  thofe 
of  middle  rank  and  the  rich  are 
very  near  as  merry  as  the  poor. 
But,  in  moft  other  countiies,  the 
people  of  great  rank  and  fortune, 
though  they  flock  to  every  kind  of 
entertainment,  from  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  themfelves,  yet 
feem  to  enjoy  them  lef>  than  thof(? 
of  inferior  rank  and  fortune.        \ 

I  know  notwhai  may  be  the  cafe 
at  the  opera  ;  but  i  can  alFure  you 
there  are  none  of  thofe  bqrfts among 
the  auditories  which  the  Itreet- 
performers  at  Naples  gather  around 
them.  I  faw  very  lately  a  large 
clufter  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  entertained  to  the  higheft 
degree,  and  to  all  appearance 
made  exceedingly  happy,  by  a 
poor  fellow  with  a  jnaflc  on  his 
face,  and  a  guitar  in  his  hands. 
He  affcmbled  his  audience  by  the 
fongs  he  fung  to  the  m^ilic  of  his 
inftrument,  and  by  a  thoufand 
merry  ftories  he  told  them  with 
infinite  drollery.  This  affembly 
was  in  an  open  place,  facing  the 
bay,  and  near  the  palace.  The 
old  women  fat  liftening,  with  their 
^iftaifj,  (pinning  a  kind  of  coarfe 
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flax,  and  wetting  the  thread  with 
their  fpittle  ;  their  grand-children 
fprawled  at  their  feet,  anvirfed  with 
the  twirling  of  the  fpindle.  The 
men  and  their  wives,  the  youtiis 
and  their  oiiftrefTes,  fat  in  a  circle, 
with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  mu- 
fician,  who  kept  them  laughing 
for  a  great  part  of  the  evening 
with  his  ftories,  which  he  enlivened 
occafionally  with  tunes  upon  the 
guitar.  At  length,  when  thecom- 
pany  was  mod  numerous,  and  at 
the  higheft  pitch  of  good  humour, 
he  fuddenly  pulled  oft'  his  mafk, 
laid  down  his  guitar,  and  open- 
ed a  little  box  which  flood  before 
him,  and  addreffed  the  audience 
in  the  following  words,  as  lite- 
rally as  I  can  tranflate  them  :  — 
**  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  there  is 
**  a  time  for  all  things;  we  have 
**  had  enough  of  jelling  ;  innocent 
*'  mirth  is  excellent  for  the  health 
*'  of  the  body;  but  other  things 
•*  are  requifite  for  the  health  of 
*'  the  foul,  I  will  now,  with 
•*  your  perm iflion,  my  honourable 
"  mafters  andmiftrefles,  entertain 
*'  you  with  fomething  ferious,  and 
*'  of  infinitely  greater  importance; 
**  fomething  for  which  all  of  you 
•*  will  have  reafon  to  blefs  me  as 
**  long  as  you  live."  Here  i,ie 
fhook  out  of  a  bag  a  great  number 
of  little  leaden  crucifixes.—"  I  am 
"  juft  come  from  the  holy  houfe 
^'  of  Loretto,myfellow  chriftians," 
continued  he,  "  on  purpofe  to  fur- 
*'  nifh  you  with  thofe  jewels,  more 
"  precious  than  all  the  gold  of 
*'  Peru,  and  all  the  pearls  of  the 
**  ocean.  Now,  my  beloved  bre- 
**  ihren  and  fillers,  you  are  afraid 
"  that  I  Ihall  demand  a  price  for 
**  thofe  facred  crolles,  far  above 
"  your  abilities,  and  fomething 
♦♦  porrefpondent  with  their  value. 


**  by  way  of  indemnification  for 
*'  the  fatigue  and  expence  of  the 
**  long  journey  which  I  have  made 
**  on  your  account,  all  the  way 
"  from  the  habitation  of  the  BleiTed 
*'  Virgin,  to  this  thrice  renowned 
*'  city  of  Naples,  the  riches  and 
**  liberality  of  whofe  inhabitants 
**  are  celebrated  all  over  the  globe. 
**  No,  my  generous  Neapolitans, 
"  I  do  not  wifli  to  take  the  ad- 
*•  vantage  of  your  pious  and  liberal 
**  difpoljtions.  I  will  not  a&  for 
"  thofe  invaluable  crucifixes  (all 
**  of  which,  let  me  inform  you, 
"  have  touched  the  foot  of  the 
"  holy  imageof  the  BleiTed  Virgin, 
*'  which  was  formed  by  the  hands 
*'  of  St.  Luke;  and,  moreover, 
**  each  of  them  has  been  (haken  ia 
"  the  Santillima  Scodeila,  the  fa- 
**  cred  porringer  in  which  the  Vir- 
"  gin  made  the  pap  for  the  infant 
*'  Jefus) ;  I  will  not,  I  fay,  afe 
♦*  an  ounce  of  gold,  no,  not  even 
'*  a  crown  of  filver  ;  my  regard. 
*'  for  you  is  fuch,  that  I  fliall  let 
**  you  have  them  for  a  penny  a 
"  piece," 


Reflexions  on  the  Genius  and  Cha- 
raSler  of  the  Bifcayners.  From 
Dillon's  Travels  through  Spain. 

TH  E  Bifcayners  give  the 
name  of  republics  to  the 
different  jurifdidions  in  their  pro- 
vinces, all  which,  except  Orduna, 
their  only  city,  and  a  few  towns, 
are  compofed  of  hamlets,  and 
lonely  houfes,  difperfed  up  and 
down,  according  to  the  convenience 
of  fituation,  in  fo  clofe  and  inter- 
fered a  country.  However,  their 
hoiifes  have  every  advantage  of 
dittribution,  confifting'of  a  prin- 
cipal ftory,  befides  the  ground- 
floor. 
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floor,  for  offices,  with   an    appen- 
dage   of  ftabies,     granaries,    out- 
houfes,  courts,    cellars,     and  gar- 
dens ;    with   orchards,     meadows, 
and   often    corn-fields,  contiguous 
to   the     building,     with    chefnut 
grovc§,    and    other    improvements 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  mountains. 
Nothing  can   be   more  pleafant  to 
the  traveller,  than   to    fee    houfes 
and    gardens    during    the    whole 
courfe  of  his  progrefs,  particularly 
from  Orduna  to  Bilbao,  an  extent 
of  fix  leagues,  which  feems    like 
one  continued   village.      The  up- 
per part  of  the  houfes  were  former- 
ly of  wood,    but  the  new  ones   are 
of  ftone,  and  one  feldom    fees  an 
empty   houfe,    or   any    fallen     in 
ruins ;  on  the  contrary,   many  new 
ones,  both   large  and  convenient, 
are     conftantly     building  ;     from 
whence    it  appears,    that    though 
population    cannot  well     be    con- 
fiderably    encreafed,     while     new 
branches  of  indullry   are    not    in- 
troduced,   (all  the  land  being  oc- 
cupied) it  feems  rather  to  augment, 
noiwithuanding    the    many     emi- 
jgrations ;  and  though  fome  women 
emigrate  likewife,  few   remain    at 
home    without    hufbands.     Thefe 
difperfed    fiimilies  may  be   held  as 
the  mod  antientin  Spain,  and  the 
courwry    is   indebted    to   them  for 
population  and  culture.      In     the 
Bilcay    language  they    are  trailed 
Echejaunas ;   that  is,  lords  of  tene- 
ments,  whofis   ancei'ors  have  pof- 
fefled  them  time  immemorial,  and 
will  probably  continue  fo  for  fu^ 
ture  ages,  as  felling  or  mortgaging 
is  held   in  great  dilrepute.      Such 
lands  as  belong  to    rich    families, 
are  let  out   to  others,  and   as  they 
lie  under  their  eye  and  infpeftion, 
the  whole  is  attended  to,  with  the 
uimcft    adiviiy ;     the    parochial 


chuch  Hands  in  the  centre  of  the 
parilh,  which,  if  too  extenfive, 
has  a  chapel  of  cafe,  forthecon- 
veniency  of  the  parilhioners;  many 
of  whom  repair  to  thefc  churches 
from  very  great  dillances,  in  the 
fcverell  weather.  Their  antiquity 
may  be  traced  from  their  dedica- 
tions, which  are  generally  to  the 
Bleffed  Virgin,  to  St.  John,  or 
the  apoflles  and  faints  of  the  pri- 
mitive  church  ;  and  their  livings 
mull  be  comfortable,  from  the  de-. 
cent  appearance  of  their  paftors. 

Not  only  Bifcay,  Guypufcoa, 
and  Alaba,  butalfo  the  mountains 
of  Burgos,  are  fui]  of  gentlemen's  " 
feats,  known  by  the  name  of  So- 
lares,  or  Cajas  Solariegas,  worthy 
of  much  veneration  from  their 
antiquity;  the  owners  of  thefe  are 
diftinguilhed  by  the  title  of  ///- 
dalgos  de  Cafa.  Solar,  or  de  Solar 
Conoiido — ••  Gentlemen  of  known 
property;"  the  moll  honourable 
appellation  in  Spain.  They  are 
generally  ftrong,  plain  ftruftures, 
with  fquare  towers  ;  but  many  of 
the  towers  have  been  deilroyed  ; 
and  in  the  modern  repairs,  they 
have  followed  the  falhion  of  the 
-times. 

The  head  of  the  family  is  called 
Pariente  Mayor,  and  is  greatly 
refpedlcd  by  all  the  collateral 
branches  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  of 
fuch  high  antiquity,  as  to  be 
thought  to  have  dwelled  there 
before  the  eftabliihmenc  of  chrif- 
tianity  in  that  country,  fince  their 
anceftors  were  the  founders  of  the 
churches,  had  the  patronage  or* 
them,  and  were  known,  fo  far 
back  as  four  centuries  sgo,  to 
have,  even  then,  been  time  imme- 
morial, in  receipt  of  the  tythes; 
others,  without  any  patronage,  are 
deemed  equally  aniient ;  many  are 
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fo  far  reduced  as  to  be  obliged  to     aniongft  the  inhabitants  of  Bifcay; 


cultivate  their  eftates  with  their 
own  hands,  yet  will  not  yield  to 
the  others,  in  nobility  and  defcent, 
alledging  that,  though  fome 
branches  have  been  more  enriched 
by  fortunate  events,  yet  they  are 
all  equally  fprung  from  one  com- 
mon ancellor.  Their  names  have 
undoubtedly  paiTed  in  a  lineal 
fucceifion  from  a  more  antient 
date  than  the  ages  of  chivalry,  the 
eftablifhment  of  coat,  armour,  or 
of  archives  and  records;  to  which 
they  pay  little  attention,  as  of  no 
importance  to  illuilrate  their  qua- 
lity, the  poflefiion  of  one  of  thefe 


and  if  they  are  not  the  richeft, 
they  may  be  well  demed  the  hap- 
piefl  of  mankind*. 

It  is  pleafing  to  behold  with, 
what  affability  the  rich  demean 
themfelves  towards  thofe  who  are 
lefs  fo  than  themfelves,  being 
obliged  to  this  condefcenfion  from 
the  natural  fpirit  and  pride  of  the 
people,  added  to  their  education 
and  notions  of  freedom.  Unac- 
cuftomed  to  brook  the  leaft  fcorn, 
or  to  comply  with  that  fubmiflive 
behaviour  fo  ufual  from  the  poor 
to  the  rich,  in  more  refined  and 
opulent    kingdoms  ;  yet   the  com- 


houfes,  or  rheconllant  tradition  of  mon  proverb  of  Caftile,  Pobreza  na 

being    defcenijed    from  a    former  es  <vileza,   "   Poverty  is  not  a  ble- 

poffeffor,  being  more    than    fuffi-  miih,"  has  no  fway  here,  for  fuch 

cient  to  ennoble  their  blood  ;  many  are   their  notions    of   labour,  and 

fuch  having  fhined  in  the    annals  induftry,    that    their  fpirit    makes 

of   Spain,   h'j  the    nobleft    deeds,  them  confider   it  as  an  indignity 


which  have  immortalized  their 
names  more  than  their  ancient 
defoent.  Thefe  have  lettled  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
while  the  head  of  the  family  has 
continued  at  home,  in  a  Hate  of 
fjmplicity,  ploughing  his  fields, 
and  infpiring  his  children  with 
ientimencs  fuitable  to  the  heroical 
ages  :  the  diiughters  are  brought 
up  in  a  different  manner  from  moll 
other  parts  of  the  world  ;  here  the 
moll  opulent  do  not  difdain  the 
management  of  houihold  aflairs, 
and  every  branch  of  domellic  oeco- 
nomy,  with  a  noble  fimpiicity, 
that  feems  to  recal  thofe  glorious 
ages  of  which  Homer  has  fung. 
Whoever  looks  for  innocence, 
health  and  content,  will    find    it 


to  beg;  and  though  the  women 
are  generally  charitable,  which 
cannot  fail  to  attradl  mendicants, 
yet  thefe  are  moll  commonly 
llrangers. 

The  country  people  wear 
brogues,  not  -unlike  thofe  of  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  tied  up 
with  great  neatnefs,  being  the  moft 
ufeful  for  a  flippery  and  moun- 
tainous country.  When  they  are 
not  bufy  in  the  fields,  they  walk 
with  a  llaff  taller  than  themfelves, 
which  ferves  them  to  vault  over 
gullies,  and  is  an  excellent  weapon 
in  cafe  of  affault,  with  which  they 
will  baffle  the  mofl dextrous  fwordf- 
men ;  they  wear  cloaks  in  the 
winter,  the  pipe  is  conllantly  in 
the  mouth,  as  well  for  pleafure  as 


*  Mr,  Bowles  relates,  that  the  moft  opulent  families  rnake  no  fcriiple  to  hake, 
brew,  dicls  victuals,  ami  wafli  linen.  For  my  part  I  cannot  lay  I  obferveJ 
thefe  circumllances  atnongll  the  opulent  Bifcayners,  though  1  often  experienced 
their  open-hearted  hofpi:a)ity  and  benevolence. 
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from  a  notion  that  tobacco  pre- 
ferves  themagainft  th6  dampnefb  of 
the  air;  all  this,  joined  to  their 
nataral  adlivity,  fprightlinefs,  and 
vigour,  gives  them  an  appearance 
feeroing  to  border  on  ferocity, 
were  it  not  the  reverfe  of  their 
manners,  which  are  gentle  and 
eafy,  when  no  motive  is  given  to 
choler,  which  the  leail  fpark  kin- 
dles into  violence. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  mountains  are 
Itrongly  attached  to  their  country, 
which  probably  arifes  from  the 
divifion  of  lands,  in  which,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  all  have  an  in- 
tereft.  In  this,  the  Bifcayners 
exceed  all  other  ftates,  looking 
with  fondnefson  their  hills,  as  the 
mod  delighiful  Icenes  in  the  world, 
and  their  people  as  the  moll: 
refpeftable,  defcended  from  the 
aborigines  of  Spain.  This  pre- 
poflcflion  excites  them  to  the  moft 
extraordinary  labour,  and  to  exe- 
cute things  far  beyond  what  could 
be  expefted,  in  fo  fmall  and  rug- 
ged a  country,  where  they  have 
few  branches  of  commerce  :  I  can- 
not give  a  greater  proof  of  their 
induftry,  than  thofe  fine  roads  they 
have  now  made  from  Bilbao  to 
Caftile,  as  well  as  in  Guypufcoa 
and  Alaba.  When  one  iees  the 
paffage  over  the  tremendous  moun- 
tain of  Orduna,  one  cannot  be- 
hold it  without  the  utmoft  furprize 
and  admiration. 

The  manners  of  the  Bifcayners, 
and  the  ancient  Irifh,  are  fo  fimiJar 
on  many  occafions,  as  to  encou- 
rage the  notion  of  the  Irifh  being 
defcended  from  them.  Both  men 
and  women  are  extremely  fond  of 
pilgrimages,  repairing  from  great 
diflances  to  the  churches  of  their 
patrons,  or  tutelary  fdints,  finging 


and  dancing  till  they  almoft  drop 
down  v/ith  fatigue.  The  Irifh  do 
the  fame  at  their  patrons^  The 
Guizones  of  Bifcay,  and  the  Bou~ 
lamkeighs  of  Ireland,  are  nearly 
alike  :  at  all  thefe  afTemblies,  they 
knock  out  one  another's  brains,  on 
the  nroft  trivial  provocation,  with- 
out malice  or  rancour,  and  without 
ufing  a  knife  or  a  dagger.  Jn  both 
countries  the  common  people  are 
paffionate,  eafily  provoked  if  their 
family  is  flighted,  or  their  defcent 
called  in  queflion.  The  Chacoli 
of  Bifcay,  or  the  Shebeen  of  Ireland, 
makes  them  equally  frantic.  In 
Ireland  the  poor  eat  out  of  one  diih 
with  their  fingers,  and  fit  in  their 
fmoaky  cabbins  without  chimnies, 
as  well  as  the  Bifcayners.  The 
brogue  is  alfo  the  fhoe  of  Bifcay  ; 
the  women  tie  a  kercher  round 
their  heads,  wear  red  petticoats, 
go  barefoot,  in  all  which  they  re- 
femble  the  Bifcayners,  and  wiih 
them  have  an  equal  good  opinion 
of  their  ancient  defcent  :  the  poor 
Bifcayner,  though  haughty,  is  la- 
borious and  aftive,  an  example 
worthy  to  be  imitated  by  the  Irifh. 
So  many  concurring  circum- 
flances  fupport  the  idea  of  their 
having  been  originally  one  people. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the 
old  Irifh,  whether  from  fimilitude 
of  curtoms,  religion,  and  tradi- 
tional notions,  or  whatever  elfe 
may  be  the  caufe,  have  always 
been  attached  to  the  Spaniards, 
who  on  their  fde,  perhaps  from 
political  views,  have  treated  them 
with  reciprocal  affeftion,  granting 
them  many  privileges,  and  fliling 
them  even  Oriundos  in  their  laws, 
as  a  colony  defcended  from  Spain  ; 
yet,  with  all  thefe  advantages,  if 
we  except  thofe  gallant  foldiers 
who  have  diftinguiflied  ihemfelves 
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in  the  field  wherever  they  have 
ferved,  few  Irifh  have  made  a  con- 
fpicuous  figure  in  Spain,  or  have 
left  great  wealth  to  their  fami- 
lies*. 

The  king  of  Spain  has  no  other 
title  over  thefe  free  people,  than 
that  of,  Lord  of  Blfcay,  as  the 
kings  of  England  formerly  held 
over  Ireland  ;  they  admit  of  no 
biftiops,  nor  of  cultom-boufes  in 
their  provinces  2"d  as  they  pay 
lefs  duties  than  the  king's  other 
fubjedls,  they  were  not  included  in 
the  late  excenfionsof  the  American 
commerce  ;  however,  they  content 
themfelves  with  that  renown  which 
they  have  acquired  for  themfelves 
and  their  iffue,  infomuch  that  upon 
only  proving,  to  be  originally  be- 
longing to  that  lordlhip,  or  de- 
fcended  from  fuch  in  the  male  line, 
lawfully  begotten,  they  are  entitled 
to  claim  public  certificates,  or  exe- 
cutory letters,  termed  Cartas  exe- 
cutorias,  expreffive  of  their  being 
Hidalgos  de  Sangre,  or  "Gentlemen 
of  blood;"  their  nobility  having 
been  confirmed  to  them,  by  the 
kings  of  Caftile  and  Leon,  lords  of 
Bifcay,  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power. 

The  moft  lofty  Caftilians  have 
conftant  rivals  for  antiquity  and 
defcent  in  the  inhabitants  of  Bif- 
cay, Allurias,  and   the  mountains 


of  Leon  :  thus,  in  Don  Quixote, 
Donna  Rodriguez,  the  duenna, 
fpeaking  of  her  hufband,  fays,  he 
was  as  well  born  as  the  king,  be- 
caufehecame  from  the  mountains. 
Y Jobre  todo  Hidalgo,  como  el  Rey^ 
porque  era  montanes\ . 

ImprelTed  with  thefe  flattering 
ideas,  the  high-minded  Bifcayner 
leaves  his  native  foil,  and  repairs 
to  Madrid.  Confcious  that  his 
blood  is  pure,  uncontaminated  with 
mixtures  of  Jewilh,  or  Mahometan 
race,  he  raifes  his  hopes  on  honeft 
induftry  and  fobriety,  fulfilling;^ 
his  duties  with  zeal  and  fub- 
miffion  ;  he  often  meets  with  rela- 
tions in  affluence,  and  fometiraes 
rifes  to  the  higheft  employments. 
It  fhould  feem  that  fome  fuch  cha- 
rafter  muft  have  offended  the  im- 
mortal Cervantes,  from  his  pointed 
refieftions  in  his  celebrated  ro- 
mance of  Don  Quixote,  where  he 
fays  that  "  an  exprefs  being  ar- 
*'  rived  with  difpatches  of  moment 
*'  directed  to  Don  Sancho  Panza, 
*'  governor  of  the  ifland  of  Bara- 
**  taria,  into  his  own  hands,  or 
"  thofe  of  his  fecretary,  which  be- 
'*  ing  given  to  read  to  the  major 
*'  domo,  by  Sancho;  the  ima- 
**  ginary  governor  afked.  Who 
"  here  is  my  fecretary  ?  To  which 
*'  one  prefent  anfvvered,  l,Jir,  am 
**  the  per/on,  becaufe  I  can  read  and 


*  Another  inftanee  in  which  the  Irilh  feem  to  have  clofely  imitated  the 
Spanifti  cuftoms,  is  in  the  talcing  of  fnuff,  of  which  Mr.  Howei,  who  was  in 
Spam  in  1620,  and  went  foon  after  to  Ireland,  gives  us  the  following  account, 
at  an  eariy  period,  after  the  firlt  introduftion  of  fnufF  into  Europe  :  "  The 
Spaniards  and  Irifli  take  it  moft  in  powder,  or  frnutchin,  and  it  mightily 
refreflies  the  brain,  and  I  believe  there  is  as  much  taJcen  this  \vay  in  Iieland,  aa 
there  is  in  pipes  in  England.  One  fhall  commonly  fee  the  ferving  maid  upon 
thewafhing  block,  and  the  fwain  upon  the  ploughfbare,  when  they  are  tired 
with  labour,  take  out  their  boxes  of  frnutchin,  and  draw  it  into  their  noftrils 
with  a  quill,  and  it  will  beget  new  fpirits  in  them,  with  a  frelh  vigour  to  fall 

to  tlKir  work  again." Epiftolae  Hcelianss.     London,  1726. 

f  Don  Quixote,  part  2.  torn.  4.  cap,  ci.     Madrid,  1771. 

*•  *'  ivrite. 
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.«  write,  and  am  moreo'ver  a  Bif-  to  a  great  degree,  the  three  priff- 
«'  cayner.  With  this  addition,  re-  cipal  bleffings  of  life,  perfeft 
r«  plied    Sancho,  you    are    fit    to     health,  ilrength    of  body,  and    a 


««  be  a  fccretary,  even  to  an  em- 
««  peror. 


J)efcripiion  rf  the  ^oiun  of  Bilbao, 
aTid  the  Manners  of  its  Inhabitants. 


chearful  difpofition,  attended  with 
longevity ;  in  proof  of  which, 
though  the  town  is  very  populous, 
the  hofpital  is  frequently  empty, 
and  in  the  nine  months,  that  Mr. 
Bowles  rcfided  there,  only  nine 
perfons  were  buried,  four  of  which 
were  above  eighty.    Every  day  one 


THE  town  of  Bilbao,  on  the 
banks  of  the  riverYbaizabal,  may  fee  men  above  that  age  walk- 
is  about  two  leagues  from  the  fea,  ing  upright,  in  chearful  converfe 
and  contains  about  eight  hundred  with  youth.  Burning  fevers,  which 
houfes,  with  a  large  fquare  by  the  the  Spaniards  dread  fo  much,  and 
water  fide,  well  Ihaded  with  plea-  call  tabardiUos,  are  not  known 
■fant  walks,  which  extend  to  the  here,  and  they  are  feldom  troubled 
outlets,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  with  agues.  What  is  then  the 
with  numbers  of  houfes  and  gar-  reafon.  that  Bilbao,  on  the  fide  of 
dens,  which  form  a  moll  pleafing  a  river  in  fo  damp  afituation,  and 
profpeft,  particularly  as  you  fail  chiefly  built  on  piles,  like  the 
up    the    river;     for,     befides   the  cities    in     Holland,  fhould    be   fo 


beautiful  verdure,  numerous  ob- 
jefts  open  gradually  to  the  eye, 
and  the  town  appearing  as  an  am- 
phitheatre, enlivens  the  landfcape, 
and  completes  the  fceneiy. 

The  houfes  are  folid  and  lofty, 
the  ftreets  well  paved  and  level; 
water  is  conveyed  into  the  ilrects, 
and  they  may  be   walhed    at  plea- 


remarkably  healthy,  with  every 
indication  againA  it  P  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  ciccount  for  it. 

The'adjacent  mountains  flop  the 
clouds  that  arife  from  the  ialine 
vapours  of  the  ocean,  rains  are 
frequent,  ,  but  they  are  feldom 
without  a  fea   breeze,    or  a   land 


wind;   the  current  of  the  air  being 

fure,  which  renders  Bilbao  one  of  thus  coriiinually    ventilated,  never 

the     neateft     towns     in     Europe.  leaves   the  moilt  vapours   at   reft. 

Coaches  are  not   in  ufe,  by  which  and  prevents   their   forming  thofe   ] 

means  inequality  of  wealth  is  not  putrid    combinations,  which    heat 

fo  perceptible,  exterior  oflentation  generally    occafions,  on    flagnated 

is    avoided,    and    the    poor    man  waters.     Thus  the  vicinity  of  the    i 

walks  by  the  fide  of  the  rich,  with  fea,  the  rains,  and,  more  than  all,  j| 

equal  eafe  and  content.  the  ftrong  currents  of  air,  are   the 

The    air    is     generally   damp,  phyfical  caufes  of  its  falubrity  at 


covers  iron  with  ruft,  deliroys  fur- 
riture  in  the  upper  apartments, 
extratfls  the  fait  out  of  dried  fifh, 
and  multiplies  flies  beyond  mea- 
fure,  vet  the  town  is  remarkably 
healthy,  and  its  inhabitants  enjoyr 


Bilbao,   as,  on    the  contrary,    the  " 
continued  heat  which    rarifies  the 
fxhalaiions  of  fuch  rives  as  have 
a  flow  motion,  as  well  as  the  flag- 
nated waters    in    ponds  ^or    lakes,  ; 
where  there  is   great  heat    in  the  j 


•*  Don  Quixote,  parts,  torn.  4..  cliDp.  c.  Madiiil,  1771. 
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air,  and  little  wind,  'will  be  the 
Caufes  of  putrifying  the  vapours, 
and  bring  on  fevers  and  other 
diflempers.  For  this  reafon,  the 
inhabitants  of  La  Mancha  are  fo 
fubjed  to  agues,  and  ufe  as  much 
bark  as  in  Holland,  becaufe  the 
air  has  little  motion  in  fummer, 
notvvithilanding  the  country  is 
open,  and  the"  furface  is  dry.  In 
the  fame  manner,-  a  new  houfe  is 
dangerous  to  dwell  in,  where  the 
damp  vapours  are  confined,  though 
one  may  fieep  very  fafely  in  the 
deepeit  gallery  of  a  mine,  if  the 
air  has  a  free  circulation. 

To  thefe  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  the  Bifcayners  owe  their 
good  fpirits,  freflinefs  of  com- 
plexion, and  chearful  difpofition. 
In  other  countries,  women  are 
opprefTed  with  the  flighteft  fatigue  ; 
here  they  work  as  much  as  the 
ftrongelt  men,  unload  the  fhips, 
carry  burdens,  and  do  all  the 
bufinefs  of  porters.  The  very  fe- 
lons, confined  to  hard  labour  in 
the  mines  of  Almaden,  do  nothing 
in  comparifon  with  thefe  females; 
they  go  bare-footed,  and  are  re- 
markably adive,  carrying  burthens 
on  their  heads  which  require  two 
men  to  lift  up.  The  wife  yields 
not  in  ftreiigth  to  the  hufband,  nor 
the  lifter  to  the  brother,  and  after 
a  chearful  glafs,  thoi:j>h  heavily 
loaded,  they  move  on  with  alacrity. 


returning  home  in  the  evening, 
without  the  appearance  of  iaffiiudc, 
often  arm  in  arm,  dancing  and 
finging  to  the  tabor  and  pipe. 

Their  mufic  is  defrayed  at  the 
expence  of  the  town,  after  the 
manner  of  the  antient  Greeks. 
On  holidays  they  play  under  the 
trees  in  the  great  fquare;  the  mo- 
ment they  begin,  the  con  ourfeis 
great,  men,  women,  aad  children, 
of  all  ages,  are  engaged  at  the 
fame  time,  down  to  the  very  in- 
fants. The  dances  are  adive, 
fuitable  to  their  llrength,  .but  di- 
verted of  indecent  attitudes  or 
geftures.  Thefe  furprifing  women, 
though  conllantly  expofed  to  the 
air,  have  good  complexions,  with 
lively  eyes,  and  hne  black  hair, 
in  which  they  pride  themfelves 
greatly,  and  braid  to  uncommon 
advantage.  Married  women  wrap 
a  white  handkerchief  round  their 
heads,  fo  knotted,  as  to  fall  down 
in  three  plaits  behind,  and  over 
this  the  Montera  cap:  they  have 
a  haughty  look,  and  work  in  the 
fields  like  the  men-  Their  language 
is  the  Ba/cuen/e,  which,  without 
doubt,  is  original,  and  as  anticnc 
as  the  peopling  of  the  country, 
being  totally  dillind,  and  without 
any  connexion  with  Sny  Spanifh 
dialed  ;  ihofe  who  underftand  ir, 
alTure  us  it  is  very  fofc  and  harmo- 
niou?,  as  well  as  energetic  *. 

A  general 


*  In  the  mountains  of  Bifcay  and  Navarre,  the  Spaniflj  language,  or  romanctt 
is  neither  fpoken  or  undeittood.  , 

See  tlie  tollo.ving  books. 

De  la  antigua  It-ngua,  poblaciones,  y  Comarcas  de  las  Efpanas  en  qire  d« 
ps'b  fe  tocan  aigunas  colas  de  la  Cantabiia  por  Andres  de  Foz;i — Bilbao, 
15S7,  4to. 

El  impofihle  vencido  :  Arte  de  la  lengua  bafi^oncada  por  manuel  de  Larra- 
mcndi,     SalamafiCa,   1719. 

Diccionario  Trilirgue  dtl  Caftillanr),  Bafcuenfe  y  Latin  por  manuel  de  Lar-« 
wmendi,  1745. 

From 
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A  general  neatnefs  prevails  every 
where  in  the  town  of  Bilbao.  The 
ftambles  is  a  Tufcan  building,  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  with  an 
open  court  and  a  fountain  in  the 
iniddle  i  nothing  can  be  more 
cleanly  or  better  contrived,  free 
from  all,  bad  fcents,  or  any  thing 
difgufting,  as  it  is  copioufly  fup- 
plied  with  water  to  carry  away 
every  thing  off'enfive.  The  meat 
is  delivered  fo  frefh  and  clean,  as 
not  to  require  being  wafhed,  as 
pradifed  in  other  parts  of  Spain, 
which  deprives  it  of  its  fubltance 
and  flavour  ;  the  veal  is  white  and 
delicate,  and  the  poultry  excel- 
lent :  the  woods  afford  plenty  of 
birds,  befides  five  forts  of  birds  of 
p^fTage  called  chimbos,  which  fatten 
foon  after  their  arrival,  and  are 
greatly  efteemed. 

Attiong  the  different  forts  of 
fifh,  common  at  Bilbao,  there  are 
?wo  peculiar  to  that  river,  which 
the  inhabitants  are  remarkably 
fond  of;  thefe  are  a  peculiar  fort 
of  eels  in  winter,  and  the  cuttle 
fifh  in  fummer  :  the  eels  are  fmall 
iikethe  quill  of  a  pigeon,  of  a  pale 
colour,  about  three  incites  long, 
and  without  a  back  bone,  which 
they  catch  at  low  tides  in  prodi- 
giou  J  quantities.  In  a  word,  every 
thing  is  in  plenty  at  Bilbao,  for 
befides  a  well  fupplied  market, 
their  gardens  abound  in  pulfe  and 
fruit  of  all  kinds :  fo  that  one  can 
live  no  where  better  than  here, 
when  we  take  into  the  account  the 


hofpitable  difpofition  of  the  inha- 
bitants, which  foon  falls  off,  jf 
you  flight  their  cordiality,  or  at- 
tribute it  to  motives  of  adulation  or 
interelt.  Such  is  the  happy  life 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Bilbao,  free 
from  the  luxuries,  as  well  as  the 
ambitious  paflions  which  agitate 
the  minds  of  their  neighbours, 
they  pafs  their  lives  in  tranquillity, 
governed  by  wholefome  laws ; 
amongft  which,  they  are  faid  even 
to  have  one  againft  ingratitude, 
with  a  puniftiment  affixed  to  it. 


Of  the  CharaSler  of  our  Debt  Lanvs^ 
and  of  Mr.  Howard.  From  Mr. 
Burke's  Speech  to  his  Conjiituentt 
at  Brillol. 

THERE  are  two  capital  faults 
in  our  law  with  relation  to 
civil  debts.  One  is,  that  every 
man  is  prefumed  folvent.  A  pre- 
fumption,  in  innumerable  cafes, 
direftly  againft  truth.  Therefore 
the  debtor  is  ordered,  on  a  fuppo- 
fition  of  ability  and  fraud,  to  be 
coerced  his  liberty  until  he  makes 
payment.  By  this  means,  in  all 
cafes  of  civil  infolvency,  without 
a  pardon  from  his  creditor,  he  is 
to  be  imprifoned  for  lifej — and 
thus  a  miferable  miftaken  invention 
of  artificial  fcience,  operates  to 
change  a  civil  into  a  criminal 
judgment,  and  to  fcourge  mif- 
fortune  or  indifcretion  with  a  pu- 


From  whence  it  is  e^'ident  that  the  Bafcuenfe  is  totally  diflerent  from  the  Spa- 
Tiifh,  which  is  the  common  language  ol  tiie  two  Caltiles,  Leon,  Elhemadura, 
Andalufia,  Aragon,  Navarre,  Rioxa,  and  the  mountains  of  Burgos  ;  and  is 
generally  undcritood  in  Adurias,  Gnlicia,  Valencia,  and  (Jatalonia,  though  not 
the  language  of  thofe  provinces,  where  ihey  Ivave  a  dialcit  varying  more  or  iefs 
trom  the  Spaniih,  in  proportion  to  their  Gtsiaiion  and  proximity  to  neighbouring 
kingdoms. 
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niftiment  which  the  law  does  not  a  fallacy   that  .run    through    the 

inflift  on  the  greateft  crimes.  whole  of  the  objeftions.     Thegen- 

The  next  fault  is,  that  the  in-  tiemen  who  oppofed   the  bill,  al- 

flifting  of  that   punlfliment  is   not  ways  argued,  as    if  the  option  lay 

on  the   opinion  of  an   equal  and  between   that  bill  and  the  ancient 

public  judge;    but  is  referred   to  law. —  But  this  is  a  grand  miftake. 

the  arbitrary  difcretion    of  a  pri-  For  pradically,  the  option  is   be* 

vate,  nay  interefted,  and  irritated,  tween,    not  that  bill  and  the  old 

individual.     He,  who  formally  is,  law,    but  between    that   bill    and 

and  fubftantially  ought  to  be,  the  thofe  occafional  laws  called  ads  of 

judge,  is   in  reality  no  more  than  grace.     For  the  operation  of  the 

minifterialj,  a  mere   executive   in-  old  law  is  fo  favage,  and  fo  incon- 

firumentof  a  private  man,  who  is  venient  to  fociety,  that  for  a  long 

at  once  judge  and  party.     Every  time   paft,  once  in   every   parlia- 


idea  of  judicial  order  is  fubverted 
by  this  procedure.  If  the  infol- 
vency  be  no  crime,  why  is  it  pu- 
niflied    with    arbitrary     imprifon- 


ment,  and  lately  twice,  the  legi- 
flature  has  been  obliged  to  make 
a  general  arbitrary  jail-delivery, 
and  at  once  to  fet  opeui  by  its  fo- 


ment ?  If  it  be  a  crime,  why  is  it  vereign    authority,  all  the  prifona 

.delivered  into    private   hands    to  in  England. 

pardon   without  difcretion,  or  to  Gentlemen, I  never  relllhed  adls 

punilh  without  raerc)'  and  without  of  grace  ;  nor  ever   fubmitted    to 

meafuref                    '  them    but  from  defpair  of  better. 

To  thefe  faults,  grofs  and  cruel  They  are  a  dilhonourable  inven- 
faults  in  cur  law,  the  excellent  tion,  by  which,  not  from  huma- 
principle  of  Lord  Beauchamp's  nity,  not  from  policy,  but  merely 
bill  applied  fome  fort  of  remedy,  becaufe  we  have  not  room  enough 
I  know  that  credit  mufl  be  pre-  to  hold  thefe  vidlims  of  the  abfur- 
ferved  ;  but  equity  mull  be  pre-  dity  of  our  laws,  we  turn  loofe 
ferved  too;  and  it  is  impofTiblc,  upon  the  public  three  or  four  thou« 
that  any  thing  fhould  be  neccfiary  fand  naked  wretches,  corrupted  by 
to  commerce,  which  is  inconfiftent  the  habits,  debafed  by  the  igno- 
With  juftice.  The  principle  of  minyofa  prifon.  If  the  creditor 
credit  was  not  weakened  by  that  had  a  right  to  thofe  carcafes  as  a 
bill.  God  forbid!  The  enforce-  natural  fecurity  for  his  property, 
jnent  of  that  credit  was  only  put  I  am  fure  we  have  no  right  to  de- 
into  the  fame  public  judicial  hands  prive  him  of  that  fecurity.  But  if 
on  which  we  depend  for  our  lives,  the  few  pounds  of  flefli  v/ere  not 
and  all  that  makes  life  dear  to  us.  neceflary  to  his  fecurity,  we  had 
But,  indeed,  this  bufinefs  was  not  a  right  tof  detain  the  unfortu- 
taken  up  too  warmly  bothhere  and  nate  debtor,  without  any  benefit 
clfewhere.  The  bill  was  extreme-  at  all  to  the  perfon  who  confined 
ly  millaken.  It  was  fuppofed  to  him.-^Take  it  as  you  will,  we 
enaft  what  it  never  enafted  ;  and  commit  injuftice.  Now  Lord  Beau- 
complaints  were  made  of  claufes  champ's  bill  intended  to  do  deli- 
in  it  as  novelties,  w|iich  exirted  berately,  and  v.-ith  great  cautioa 
before  the  noble  Lord  that  brought  and  circumfpedion,  upon  each  fe- 
,in  the  bill  was  born.    There  wa»  vera!  cafe,  and  with  all  atteatioa 

Vofc.  XXIir.  D                                          to 
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tothejutl  claimant,  what  afts  of 
grace  do  in  a  much  greater  mea- 
fure,  and  with  very  little  care, 
caution,  or  deliberation, 

I  fufpedl  that  here  too,  if  we 
contrive  to  oppose  this  bill,  we 
ihall  be  found  in  a  ftruggle  againit 
the  nature  of  things  For  as  we 
grow  enlightened,  the  public  will 
not  bear,  for  any  length  of  time, 
to  pay  for  the  maintenanceof  whole 
armies  of  prifoners;  nor,  at  their 
own  expence,  fubmit  to  keep  jails 
as  a  fort  of  garrifons,  merely  to 
fortify  the  ahfurd.  principle  of 
making  men  judges  in  their  own 
cauf".  For  credit  has  little  or  no 
concern  in  this  cruelty  I  fpeak 
in  a  commercial  aflembly.  You 
know  that  credit  is  given,  becaufe 
capital  tnuft  be  employed  ;  that 
men  calculate  the  chances  ofinfol- 
vency  ;  and  they  either  withhold 
the  credit,  or  make  the  debtor  pay 
the  rifque  in  the  price.  The 
counting-houfe  has  no  alliance 
with  the  jail.  Holland  underftanJs 
trade  as  well  as  v/e,  and  ft\e  has 
done  much  more  than  this  ob- 
noxious bill  intended  to  do.  There 
was  nor,  when  Mr.  Howard  vifited 
Holland,  more  than  one  prifoner 
for  debt  in  the  great  city  of  Rot- 
terdam. Although  Lord  Beau- 
champ's  aft  (which  was  previous 
to  this  bill,  and  intended  to  feel 
the  way  for  it)  has  already  pre- 
ferved  liberty  to  thoufands ;  and 
though  it  is  not  three  years  fince 
the  laft  aa  of  grace  paffed,  yet  by 
Mr.  Howard's  laft  account,  there 
were  near  three  thoufand  again  in 
jail.  I  cannot  name  this  gentle- 
man without  remarking,  that  his 
labours  and  writings  have  done 
much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts 
of  mankind.  He  has  vifited  all 
Europe, — not  to  furvey  the  fump- 


tuoufnefs  of  palaces,  or  the  ftate- 
linefs  of  temples  ;  not  to  make  ac- 
curate meafurements  of  the  remains 
of  ancient  grandeur,  nor  to  form 
a  fcale  of  the  curiofity  of  modem 
art  ;  not  to  colled  medals,  or  col- 
late manufcripts:  —  but  to  dive 
into  the  depths  of  dungeons  ;  to 
plunge  into  the  infeftion  of  hofpi- 
talb ;  to  furvey  the  manfions  of 
forrow  and  pain  ;  to  take  the  gage 
and  dimenfions  of  mifery,  depref- 
fion,  and  contempt;  to  remember 
the  forgotten,  to  attend  to  the 
neglefted,  to  vifit  theforfaken,  and 
to  compare  and  collate  the  diftref- 
fes  of  all  men  in  all  countries. 
His  plan  is  original  ;  and  it  is  as 
full  of  genius  as  it  is  of  humanity. 
It  was  a  voyage  of  difcovery  ;  a 
circumnavigation  of  charitv.  Al- 
ready the  benefit  of  his  labour  is 
felt  more  or  lefs  in  t\zr^  country  : 
I  hope  he  will  anticipate  his  final 
reward,  by  feeing  all  its  eifefts 
fully  realized  in  his  own.  He 
will  receive,  not  by  retail  but  in 
grofs,  the  reward  of  thofe  who  vi- 
fit the  prifoner ;  and  he  has  fo 
foreftalled  and  monopolized  this_ 
branch  of  charity,  that  there  will 
be,  I  truft,  little  room  to  merit 
by  fuch  afts  oi  benevolence  here- 
after. 


Of  the  Popijh  penal  Laws  ;  'with 
the  CharaSlers  of  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile  an^  Mr.  Dunning.  From 
the  fame. 

GENTLEMEN.  The  condi- 
tion of  our  nature  is  fuch, 
that,  we  buy  our  bleffings  at  a 
price.  The  Reformation,  one  of 
the  greateft  periods  of  human  im- 
provement, was  a  time  of  trouble 
and  confufion.    The  vail:  firufture 
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of  fuperft'ition  and  tyranny,  which 
had  been  for  ages  in  rearing,  and 
which  was  combined  with  the  in- 
terefl  of  the  great  and  of  the  many  ; 
which  was  moulded  into  the  laws, 
the  manners,  and  civil  inlUtutions 
of  nations,  and  blended  with  the 
frame  and  policy  of  Hates  ;  could 
not  be  brought  to  the  ground  with- 
out a  fearful  Itruggle  ;  nor  could 
it  fall  without  a  violent  concuffion 
of  itfelf  and  all  about  it.  When 
this  great  revolution  was  attempt- 
ed in  a  more  regular  mode  by  go- 
vernment, it  was  oppofed  by  plots 
and  feditions  of  the  people ;  when 
by  popular  efforts,  it  was  repreffed 
as  rebellion  by  the  hand  of  power; 
and  bloody  executions  (often  blood- 
ily returned)  marked  the  whole  of 
its  progrefs  through  all  its  ftages. 
The  aJlairs  of  religion,  which  are 
no  longer  heard  of  in  the  tumult 
of  our  prefent  contentions,  made 
a  principal  ingredient  in  the  wars 
and  politics  of  that  time  ;  the  en- 
thufiafui  of  religion  threw  a  gloom 
over  the  politics ;  and  political  in- 
f^refts  poifoned  and  perverted  the 
fpirit  of  religion  upon  all  fides. 
The  Proteftant  religion  in  that 
violent  ftruggle,  infeded,  as  the 
Popifli  had  been  before,  by  world- 
ly intereds  and  worldly  paflions, 
became  a  perfecucor  in  its  turn, 
fome.imes  of  the  n.ew  feds,  which 
carried  their  own  principles  further 
than  it  was  convenient  to  the  ori- 
ginal reformers  ;  and  always  of 
the  body  from  whom  they  parted  ; 
and  this  perfecuting  fpirit  arofe, 
not  only,  from  the  bictemefs  of 
retaliation,  but  fiom  the  merciiefs 
policy  of  fear. 

It  wa:.  long  before  the  fpirit  of 
true  piety  and  true  wHdom,  in- 
volved in  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
formation, could  be  depurated  from 


the  dregs  and  feculence  of  the 
contention  with  which  it  was  car- 
ried through.  However,  until  this 
be  done,  the  Reformation  is  not 
complete  ;  and  thofe  who  think 
themfelves  good  Protelldnts,  from 
their  animofity  to  others,  are  ia 
that  refpedl  no  Proteflants  at  all. 
It  was  at  firft  thought  neceflary, 
perhaps,  to  oppofe  to  Popery  ano- 
ther Popery^  to  get  the  better  of  it. 
Whatever  was  the  caufe,  laws  were 
made  in  many  countries,  and  ia 
this  kingdom  in  particular,  againil 
Papifts,  which  are  as  bloody  as 
any  of  thofe  which  ha'i  been  enabl- 
ed by  the  Popiih  princes  and  Hates; 
and  where  thofe  laws  were  not 
bloody,  in  my  opinion,  they  were 
worfe  ;  as  they  were  flow,  cruel 
outrages  on  our  nature,  and  kept 
men  alive  only  to  infult  in  their 
perfons,  every  one  of  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  humanity.  I  pafs 
thofe  llatutes,  becaufe  I  would, 
fpare  your  pious  ears  the  repeticioft 
of  fuch  ftiocking  things ;  and  I  come 
to  that  particular  law,  the  repeal 
of  which  has  produced  fo  many 
unnatural  and  unexpefted  confe- , 
quences. 

A  llatute  was  fabricated  in  the 
year  1699,  by  which  the  faying 
mafs  (a  church-fervice  in  the  La- 
tin tongue,  not  exadlly  the  fame 
as  our  Liturgy,  but  very  near  it, 
and  containing  no  offence  what- 
foever  againft  the  laws,  or  again^ 
good  morals)  was  forged  into  a  ^ 
crime puniihable with  perpetual  im- 
prifonment.  The  teaching  fchool, 
an  ufeful  and  virtuous  occupation, 
even  the  teaching  in  a  private  fa- 
mily, was  in  every  Catholic  fub- 
jefted  to  the  lame  unproportioned 
punilbment.  Your  indullry,  and 
the  bread  of  your  children,  was 
taxed  for   a  pecuniary  reward    to 
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Catholics  under  a  Proteftant  go- 
vernment. He  came  with  a  part 
of  his  army  compofed  of  thofe  very 
Catholics,  to  overfet  the  power  of 
a  Popifti  prince.  Such  is  the  ef- 
feft  of  a  tolerating  fpirit ;  and  To 
much  is  liberty  ferved  in  every 
way,  and  by  all  perfons,  by  a  man- 
ly adherence  to  its  own  principles. 
Whilll  freedom  is  true  to  itfelf, 
every  thing  becomes  fubjeil  to  it; 
and  its  very  adverfaries  arc  an  in- 
llrument  in  its  hands. 

The  party  I  fpeak  of  (like  fome 
amongft  us  who  would  difparagc 
the  befl  friends  of  their  country) 
relblved  to  make  the  king  either 
violate  his  principles  of  toleration, 
or  incur  the  odium  of  proteding 
Papifts.  They  therefore  brought 
in  this  bill,  and  made  it  purpofely 
wicked  and  abfurd  that  it  might 
be  rejefted.  The  then  court  party, 
difcovering  their  game,  turned  the 
tables  on  them,  and  returned  their 
bill  to  them  fluffed  with  flill  great- 
er abfurdities,  that  its  lofs  might 
lie  upon  its  original  authors. 
They,  finding  their  own  ball 
thrown  back  to  them,  kicked  it 
back  again  to  their  adverfaries. 
And  thus  this  a£t,  loaded  wiih  the 
double  injuftice  of  two  parties, 
neither  of  whom  intended  to  pafs, 
what  they  hoped  the  other  would 
be  perfuaded  to  rejeft,  went  thro' 
the  legiflature,  contrary  to  the 
real  wilh  of  all  parts  of  it,  and  of 
all  the  parties  that  compofed  it. 
In  this  manner  thefe  infolent  and 
profligate  faflions,  as  if  they  were 
playing  with  balls  and  counters, 
miade  a  fport  of  the  fortunes  and 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow- crea- 
tures. Other  &&.S  of  perfecution 
have  been  afts  of  malice.  This 
was  a  fubverfion  of  juftice  from 
wantonnefs  and  petulance.    Look 
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ftimulate  avarice  to  do  what  na- 
ture refufed,  to  inform  and  profe- 
cute  on  this  law.  Every  Roman 
Catholic  was,  under  the  fame  aft, 
to  forfeit  his  eftate  to  his  nearefl 
Proteftant  relation,  until,  through 
a  profefCon  of  what  he  did  not  be- 
lieve, he  redeemed  by  his  hypo- 
Crify,  what  the  law  had  transfer- 
red to  the  kinfman  as  the  recom- 
pence  of  his  profligacy.  When 
thus  turned  out  of  doors  from  his 
paternal  eflate,  he  was  di fabled 
from  acquiring  any  other  by  any 
induftry,  donation,  or  charity  : 
but  was  rendered  a  foreigner  in 
his  native  land,  only  becaufe  he 
retained  the  religion,  along  with 
the  property,  handed  down  to 
him  from  thofe  who  had  been  the 
old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before 
him. 

Does  any  one  who  hears  me 
approve  this  fcheme  of  things, 
or  think  there  is  common  juftice, 
common  fenfe,  or  common  honefly 
in  anv  part  of  it  ?  If  any  does, 
let  h?m  fay  it,  and  I  am  ready  to 
difcifs  the  point  with  tamper  and 
candour.  But  inftead  of  approv- 
ing, I  perceive  a  virtuous  indigna- 
tion beginning  to  rife  in  your 
minds  on  the  mere  cold  ftating  of 
the  ftatute. 

But  what  will  you  feel,  when 
you  know  from  hiftory  how  this 
Aatute  pafTed,  and  what  were  the 
motives,  and  what  the  mode  of 
making  it?  A  party  in  this  nation, 
f  enemies  to  the  fyflem  of  the  Revo- 
lution, were  in  oppoution  to  the 
government  of  King  William. 
They  knew,  that  our  glorious  de- 
liverer was  an  enemy  to  all  perfe- 
cution. They  knew  that  he  came 
to  free  us  from  flavery  and  Po- 
pery, out  of  a  country,  where  a 
third  of  the  people  are  contented 


CHARACTERS. 


37 


into  the  hiftory  of  Bifhop  Burnet. 
He  is  a  witnefs  without  exception. 
The  effects  of  the  aft  have  been 
as  mifcbievous,  as  its  origin  was 
ludicrous  and  fliameful.  From 
that  time  every  perfon  of  that 
communion,  lay  and  ecclcHaftic, 
has  been  obliged  to  fly  from  the 
face  of  day.  The  clergy,  conceal- 
ed in  garrets  of  private-houfes,  or 
obliged  to  take  a  fhelter  (hardly 
fafe  to  themfelves,  but  infinitely 
dangerous  to  their  country)  under 
the  privileges  of  foreign  minifters, 
officiated  as  their  fervants,  and 
under  their  protedion.  The  whole 
body  of  the  Catholics,  condemned 
to  beggary  and  to  ignorance  in 
their  native  land,  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  learn  the  principles  of  let- 
ters, at  the  hazard  of  all  their  other 
principles,  from  the  charity  of 
your  enemies.  They  have  been 
taxed  to  their  ruin  at  the  pleafure 
of  neceffitous  and  profligate  rela- 
tions, and  according  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  neceflity  and  profli- 
gacy. Examples  of  this  are  many 
and  affeding.  Some  of  them  are 
known  by  a  friend  who  ftands 
near  me  in  this  hall,  it  is  but  fix 
or  feven  years  fince  a  clergyman  of 
the  name  of  Malony,  a  man  of 
morals,  neither  guilty  nor  accufed 
of  any  thing  noxious  to  the  itate, 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  itn- 
prifonment  for  exercifing  the  func- 
tions of  his  religion  ;  and  after  ly- 
ing in  jail  two  or  three  years,  was 
relieved  by  the  mercy  of  govern- 
ment from  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  on  condition  of  perpetual 
banilhment.  A  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  a  Talbot,  a 
name  refpedlable  in  this  county, 
whilll  its  glory  is  any  part  of  its 
concern,  was  hauled  to  the  bar  of 
the  Old  Bailey  among  common  fe- 


lons, and  only  efcaped  the  fame 
doom,  either  by  fome  error  in  the 
proceis,  or  that  the  wretch  who 
brought  him  there  could  not  cor- 
reftly  defcribe  his  perfon  ;  I  now 
forget  which.— in  (hort,  the  perfe- 
cution  would  never  have  relented 
for  a  moment,  if  the  judges,  fu- 
perfeding  (though  with  an  ambi- 
guous example)  the  ftrift  rule  of 
their  artificial  duty  by  the  higher 
obligation  of  their  confcience,  did 
not  conftantly  throw  every  difficul- 
ty in  the  way  of  fuch  informers. 
But  fo  inefFedual  is  the  power  of 
legal  evafion  againft  legal  iniquity, 
that  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that 
a  lady  of  condition,  beyond  the 
middle  of  life,  was  on  the  point  of 
being  ftripped  of  her  whole  fortune 
by  a  near  relation,  to  whom  (he 
had  been  a  friend  and  benefador  : 
and  fhe  muft  have  been  totally 
ruined,  without  a  power  of  redrefs 
or  mitigation  from  the  courts  of 
law,  had  not  the  legiflature  itfelf 
ruQied  in,  and  by  a  fpecial  ad  of 
parliament  refcued  her  from  the 
injuftice  of  its  own  ftatutes.  One 
of  the  ads  authorifing  fuch  things 
was  that  which  we  in  part  repealed, 
knowing  what  our  duty  was ;  and 
doing  that  duty  as  men  of  honour 
and  virtue,  as  good  Proteftants,  and 
as  good  citizens.  Let  him  (land 
forth  that  difapproves  what  we  have 
done  ! 

Gentlemen,  bad  laws  are  the 
worlt  fort  of  tyranny.  In  fuch  a 
country  as  this,  they  are  of  all  bad 
things  the  worlt,  worfe  by  far 
than  any  where  elfe ;  and  they 
derive  a  particular  malignity  even 
from  the  wifdom  and  foundnefs  of 
the  reft  of  our  infticutions.  For 
very  obvious  reafons  you  cannot 
trull  the  crown  with  a  difpenfing 
power  over  any  of  your  laws.  How- 
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ever,  a  government,  be  it  as  bad  trefaftion,  corrupted  himfelf,  and 
as  it  may,  will,  in  the  exercife  of  corrupting  all  about  him 
a  djfcretionary  power,  difcriminate  Theaft  repealed  was  of  this  di- 
times  and  perfons  ;  and  will  not  redl  tendency  ;  and  it  was  made  in 
ordinarily  purfue  any  man,  when  the  manner  which  I  have  related  to 
its  own  fatety  is  not  concerned,  you.  I  will  now  tell  you  by  whom 
A  mercenary  informer  knows  no  the  bill  of  repeal  was  brought  into 
diftindion.  Under  fuch  a  fyftem,  parliament.  I  find  it  has  been  in- 
the  obnoxious  people  are  flaves,  duftrioufly  given  out  in  this  city 
not  only  to  the  government,  but  (from  kindnefs  to  me  unquelHon- 
they  live  at  the  mercy  of  every  in-  ably)  that  I  was  the  mover  or  the 
dividual  ;  they  are  at  once  the  feconder.  The  fadt  is,  I  did  not 
flaves  of  the  whole  community,  once  open  my  lips  on  the  fubjeft 
and  of  every  part  of  it;  and  the  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
worll  and  mo  unmerciful  men  are  bill.  I  do  not  fay  this  as  dif- 
thofe  on  whofe  goodncfs  they  moll  claiming  my  fhare  in  that  meafure. 
depend.  Very  far  from  it.  I  inform  ycu 
.,  In  this  fituation  men  not  only  of  this  fact,  left  I  fhould  feem 
fhrink  from  the  frowns  of  a  Hern  to  arroeate  to  myfelf  the  merits 
magiltrate  ;  but  they  aie  obliged  which  belong  to  others.  To  have 
to  fly  from  their  very  fpecies.  The  been  the  man  chofen  out  to  re- 
feeds  of  deiiruftion  are  fown  in  ci-  deem  our  fellow  citizens  from  fla- 
vil  intercourfe,  in  fecial  habitudes.*  very  ;  to  purify  our  laws  from  ab- 
The  blood  of  wholefome  kindred  Surdity  and  injuftice ;  and  to 
is  infefted.  Their  tables  and  beds  cleanfe  our  religion  from  the  blot 
are  furrounded  with  fnares.  All  and  ftain  of  periecution,  would  be 
the  means  given  by  Providence  to  an  honour  and  happinefs  to  which 
make  life  fate  and  comfortable,  my  wiihes  would  undoubtedly  af- 
are  perverted  into  inftrumehts  of  pire  ;  but  to  which  nothing  but 
terror  and  torment.  1  his  fpecies  my  wiihes  ccu!d  poffibJy  have  en- 
of  univerfal  fubferviency,  that  titled  me.  1  hat  great  work  was 
makes  the  very  fervant  who  waits  in  hands  in  every  refpedl  far  better 
behind  your  chair,  the  arbiter  of  qualified  than  mine.  The  mover 
your  life  and  fortune,  has  fuch  a  of  the  bill  was  Sir  George  Sa- 
tendency    to    degrade    -  nd    abafe  vile. 

mankind,  and  to  deprive  them  of  When  an  aft  of  great  and  iignal 
that  afTured    and   liberal   ftate    of .  humanity  was  to  be  done,  and  done 

mind,  which  alone    can  make  us  with  all  the  weight  and  authority 

what  we  ought  to  be,  that  i  vow  that    belonged    to  it,    the    world 

to  God  I  would  fooner  bring  my-  could  caft  its  eyes  upon  none  but 

felf  to  put  a    man   to   immediate  him.     I    hope    that    few    things, 

death  for  opinions  I  diil.ked,  and  which  have  a  tendency  to  blefs  or 

fo  to  get  rid  of  the  man  and  his  to  adorn  life,  have  wholly  efcaped 

opinions  at  once,  than  to  fret  him  my    obfe.'-vation    in    my     paffage 

with  a  feverifh  being,  tainted  with  through  it.     1  have  fought  the  ac- 

the  jail-diflemper  of  a  contagious  quaintance  of  that  gentleman,  and 

fervitude,    to     keep    him     above  have  feen    him    in    all  fituations. 

ground,  an  animated  mafs  of  pu-  He  is  a  true  genius  i  with  an  un- 

tleiftanding 
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derftanding  vigorous,  and  acute, 
and  refined,  and  diftinguiftiing 
even  to  excefs ;  and  illuminated 
with  a  moft  unbounded,  peculiar, 
and  original  caft  of  imagination. 
With  thefe  he  pofl'efles  Jnany  ex- 
ternal and  inftrumental  advan- 
tages ;  and  he  makes  ufe  of  them 
all.  His  fortune  is  among  the 
largefl:  ;  a  fortune  which,  wholly 
unincumbered,  as  it  is,  with  one 
fingle  charge  from  luxury,  vanity, 
or  excefs,  finks  under  the  benevo- 
lence of  its  difpcnfer  This  pri- 
vate benevoknce,  expanding  itfelf 
into  patriotifm,  renders  his  whole 
being  *the  ellate  of  the  public,  in 
which  he  has  not  referved  a  peru- 
lium  for  himfelf  of  profit,  diver- 
lion,  or  relaxation.  During  the 
feffion,  the  firft  in,  and  the  laft 
out  of  the  houfe  of  commons  j  he 
pafTes  from  the  fenate  to  the  camp  ; 
and,  fcldom  feeing  the  feat  of  his 
ancertors,  he  is  always  in  parlia- 
ment to  ferve  his  country,  or  in 
the  field  to  defend  it.  But  in  ail 
well- wrought  compofitions,  fome 
particulars  ftand  out  more  emi- 
nently than  the  reft ;  and  the 
things  which  will  carry  his  name 
to  pofterity,  are  his  two  bilh;  I 
mean  that  for  a  limitation  of  the 
claims  of  the  crown  upon  landed 
eftates ;  and  this  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  Catholics.  By  the 
former,  he  has  emancipated  pro- 
perty ;  by  the  latter,  he  has  quiet- 
ed confcience ;  and  by  both,  he 
has  taught  that  grand  lefTon  to  go- 
vernment and  fubjeft, — no  longer 
to  regard  each  other  as  adverfe 
parties. 

Such  was  the  mover  of  the  a£l 
that  is  complained  of  by  men,  who 
arc  not  quite  fo  good  as  he  is  ;  an 
£&«  molt  dlTuredly  not  brought  iR 


by  him  from  any  partiality  to  that 
fed  which  is  the  objeft  of  it.  For, 
among  his  faults,  I  really  cannot 
help  reckoning  a  greater  degree  of 
prejudice  againft  that  people,  than 
becomes  fo  wife  a  man.  I  know 
that  he  inclines  to  a  fort  of  difguft, 
mixed  with  a  confiderabie  degree 
of  afperity,  to  the  fyliem  ;  and  he 
has  few,  or  rather  no  habits  with 
any  of  its  profefTors.  What  he 
has  done  was  on  quite  other  mo« 
tives.  The  motives  were  thefe, 
which  he  declared  in  his  excellent 
fpeech  on  his  motion  for  the  bill; 
namely,  his  extreme  zeal  to  the 
Proteftant  religion,  which  he 
thought  utterly  difgraced  by  the 
ad  of  1699;  and  his  rooted  hatred 
to  all  kind  of  oppreffion,  under 
any  colour  or  upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever. 

The  feconder  was  worthy  of  the 
mover,  and  the  motion.  I  wa$ 
not  the  feconder  ;  it  was  Mr.  Dun- 
ning, recorder  of  this  city.  I 
{hall  fay  the  lefs  of  him.  becaufe 
his  near  relation  to  you  makes  yoa 
more  particularly  acquainted  with 
his  merits.  But  I  fhould  appear 
little  acquainted  with  them,  or 
little  fenfible  of  them,  if  I  could 
utter  his  name  on  this  occafion 
without  expreffing  my  efteem  for 
his  character.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
offending  a  moftl earned  body,  and 
moft  jealous  of  its  reputation  for 
that  learning,  when  I  fay  he  it 
the  firft  of  his  profeflion.  It  is  a 
point  fettled  by  thofe  who  fettle 
every  thing  elfe  ;  and  I  muft  add 
(what  I  am  enabled  to  fay  from 
my  own  long  and  clofe  obferva- 
tion)  that  there  is  not  a  man,  of 
any  profeflion,  or  in  any  fituatlon, 
of  a  more  ereft  and  independent 
fpirit;  of  a  more  proud  honour} 
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ft  more  manly  mind  ;  a  more  firm 
and  determined  integrity.  Affure 
yourfflves,  that  the  names  of  two 
fuch  men  will  bear  a  great  load  of 
prejudice  in  the  other  fcale,  before 
they  can  be  entirely  outweighed. 

With   this  mover,   and  this  fe- 
conder,  agreed    the  nxihole   Houfe 
of  commons  ;  the  nubole  houfe  of 
lords;  the  njohtle  bench  of  bifhops  ; 
the  king  ;  the  miniftry  ;  the  op- 
poli  ion  ;     all     the     diftinguifhed 
clergy  of  theeftablifhment;  all  the 
eminent  lights  (for  they  were  con- 
sulted) of  the  Diffenting  churches. 
This   according  voice  of  national 
wifdom  ought  to  be  liftened  to  with 
reverence.     To  fay  that  all  thefe 
defcriptions  of  Englilhmen  unani- 
moufly  concurred  in  a  fcheme  for 
introducing  the  Catholic  religion, 
or   that  none  of  them   underllood 
the  nature  and  effe:'  s  of  what  they 
were  doing,  fo  well  as  a  few  ob- 
fcure  clubs  of  people,  whofe  names 
you  never  heard  of,  is  fhamelefsly 
abfurd.     Surely  it  is  paying  a  mi- 
ferable  compliment  to  the  religion 
we  profefs,  to  fugged,  that  every 
thing  eminent  in  the  kingdom  is 
indifferent,,  or  even  adverfe  to  that 
religion,  and   that  its   fccurity  is 
wholly   abandoned  to  the  zeal   of 
thofe,  who  have  nothing  but  their 
zeal  to  dilh*ngui(h  them.  In  weigh- 
ing this  unanimous  concurrence  of 
whatever  the    nation  has   to  boaft 
of,  I  hope  you  vviil  recolleft,  that 
all  thefe  concurring  parties  do  by 
no  means  love  one  another  enough 
to  agree  in  any   point,  which  was 
not  both   evidently,  »nd  ipoport- 
untiy*  fight. 


Adventures  of  Eyles  Irwin,  Efq\  in 
a  Voyage  up  /^^  Red-5ea,  and  in 
a  'Journey  through  the  De/erts  of 
Thebais.    From  hit  Letters,  ^to. 

IN  the  year  1777,  Mr.  Irwin,  a 
gentleman  in  the  Eaft-India 
Company's  fervice,  was  fent  from 
Madrafs  with  difpatches  for  Eng- 
land. He  embarked  on  board  the 
fnow  Adventure,  Captain  Bacon, 
in  company  with  three  other  gen- 
tlemen. Major  Alexander,  Mr, 
Hammond,  and  Lieutenant  *  •  *, 
a  gentleman  whofe  name  is  kindly 
fuppreffed,  for  a  reafon  that  will 
appear  in  due  time  ;  bound  for 
Mocha  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Fe- 
lix :  with  a  refolution,  either  to 
reach  Suez  by  a  voyage  up  the 
Red-Sea,  or  to  proceed  by  land  to 
the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  thence 
to  take  (hipping  for  Europe.  la 
eight  weeks,  owing  to  the  lateneft 
of  the  fcafon,  theyeft'efled  a  paffage 
to  Mocha.  Here  the  Eall-India 
Company  have  arefident,  and  Mr. 
Irwin  and  his  party  ftaid  till  the 
Ihip  had  laid  in  ftores  for  the  voy- 
age up  the  Red- Sea.  Of  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  country  he  gives  the 
following  account ; 

The  women  in  Arabia  are  kept 
in  much  itrider  confinement,  than 
thofe  of  their  religion  in  India. 
The  females  of  rank  are  fhut  up 
in  their  apartments,  and  never  ftir 
abroad,  except  now  and  then,  to 
accompany  their  hufbands  on  an 
excurfion  to  the  vallies.  They  are 
veiled  at  thefe  times  from  head  to 
foot,  and  fent  off  upon  horfe-back 
under  cover  of  the  n^ght.  But  this 
fimple  recreation  doe  npt  f .  11  often 
to  their  lot.  The  civiiized  Arabs 
^re  of  »U  natiQns  the  lead  inclined 
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to  aftion ;  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  women  born  here  live  and  die, 
without  ftirring  out  of  the  walls  of 
Mocha;  fuch  is  the  tax  that  is 
laid  on  birth  and  greatnefs,  even 
in  the  remote  country  of  Arabia. 

To  thofe  of  a  lower  degree,  there 
is  fome  deviation  permitted  from 
the  feverity  of  this  cuftom.  Though 
there  are  no  public  Hummums  for 
the  women  to  refort  to  as  in  Turky, 
they  are  indulged  with  the  free- 
dom of  vifiting  their  neighbours, 
when  the  duflc  of  the  evening  can 
ikreen  their  perfons  from  obferva- 
tion  :  for  the  thick  veils  in  which 
their  faces  are  buried  utterly  pre- 
clude the  pofTibility  of  diftinguilh- 
ing  their  features.  We  have  met 
them  ourfelves  in  the  ftreets,  and 
have  conceived  a  favourable  idea 
of  their  faces,  from  the  fymmetry 
of  their  figures. 

Incontinence  is  held  much  more 
criminal   among    the   fingle   than 
married  females.     Though    adul- 
tery is  punifhed  with  a  heavy  fine, 
the  feduftion  of  a  virgin  is  attend- 
ed by  a  more    ferious   correftion 
In  this  they  differ  from  the  laws 
of  more    enlightened    kingdoTs, 
where  an  injury  of  ihis   nature  is 
not    only     unpunifhable    by     any 
courfe  of  law,  but  the  matter  it- 
felf  is  treated  in  a  very  light  man- 
ner.    And   here   the  charader  of 
the    Arabian    Legiflator   rifes    far 
beyond  the  beaded  policy  of  Eu- 
ropean Hates.     To  his  juiHce  it  is 
owing,  that  the  deftrudlion  of  in- 
nocence  is  held   in    fuch    abhor- 
rence ;    and    to   bis    reditude    of 
thinking,    that  the  mere    accom- 
plice of  a  lewd  woman  fliould  en- 
counter   lefs    rigorous    treatment, 
than  the  mean  betrayer  of  unex- 
perienced fimplicity. 


We  were  furprizcd  at  tlie  num* 
ber  of  Chriftian   renegadoes   that 
reftde  at  Mocha.     Not,    that  the 
apoltacy  of  men,  who  perhaps  had 
no  fenfe  of  religion  until  they  pro- 
fefied  Mahomctanifm,  could  pro* 
voke  our  wonder ;  but  how  their 
worldly  intercfts  could  be  advanced 
by  the  change.     Reduced  to  a  pi- 
tiful fubfiiUnce,  and  held  in  de- 
ferved  contempt  by   the  natives, 
we  ftiould  have  furmifed  their  de- 
fedion  to  be  merely  the  effedls  of 
defpair ;    and    that    the  fugitives 
from    juftice    alone    fought    their 
fafety  at   this  price,    had  not  the 
example  of  a  Greek  prieft  lome^- 
what  fhaken    our  opinion.      This 
prielt,    by   name    Ananias,   I    re- 
member to  have  heard  mentioned 
in  Bengal,  as  a  miracle  of  piety* 
And  yet  in  the  feventieth  year  of 
his  age  did  he  publicly  abjure  the 
Chriftian  religion,   in  the    courfe 
of  a  pilgrimage  to  Mount  Sinai. 
He  was  circumcifed,  and  received 
into  the  Mahometan  church  ;  and* 
to  crown  the  whole  of  this  ftrange 
proceeding,  was  led  about  the  citjr 
for  three  days,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,   mounted  on  an  afs,    to  re- 
ceive the  alms  of  the  faithful,  which 
every  convert  is  entitled  to  on  hii 
admillion  to  their  myfteries.     This 
happened  during  our  fhort  flay  at 
Mocha  ;  and  is  one  of  the  greateft 
inftances  of  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature,  which  has  come  within  the 
fphere  of  my  obfervation. 

Having  taken  in  proper  provi- 
fions,  they  re-imbarked  on  a  voy- 
age up  the  Red  Sea  to  Suez,  which 
is  but  a  (hort  journey  from  Grand- 
Cairo.  The  paffage  up  the  Red- 
Sea,  little  known  to  Europeans, 
is  rendered  extremely  dangerous 
by  rocks    and  (hoals,  and,   the 

mad 


4t        ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1780. 


wind  being  againd  them,  they 
could  not  run  more  than  thirty 
miles  upon  one  tack  :  their  me- 
thod was  to  make  one  Ihore  about 
fun-fet,  then  to  tack  and  ftand 
over  for  the  oppofite  fhore  antil 
tiay  break. 

When  the  veflel  had  beat  up  in 
that  manner  for  ibme  time,  they 
fuddenly  found  themfelves  about 
i"un-fet  on  a  hazy  evening  driven 
by  the  current  among  a  line  of 
Tocks  and  fhoals  on  the  Ara- 
bian coaft,  and  in  imminent 
danger  of  deftruftion.  The  fnow 
Aurora  had  been  loft  in  the 
:fame  place,  about  fix  months  be- 
fore* After  an  anxious  perilous 
night,  and  various  intricate  ira- 
verfes,  they  took  refuge  in  the 
harbour  of  Yambo,  that  appeared 
in  fight  in  the  morning.  Here 
they  congratulated  themfelves  with 
a  conclufion  of  their  troubles, 
having  heard  of  the  hofpitality  of 
the  place,  from  the  crew  of  the 
above  fhip-wrecked  veflel,  who 
jhad  owed  their  fafety  to  the  inha- 
bitants. Th's  port  was  in  the 
reighbourhood  of  Medina  ;  and  as 
the  Adventure  had  landed  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money  at  Mocha, 
being  a  prefent  from  the  Nabob 
of  the  Carnatic  to  the  temple  of 
Mecca,  they  doubted  not  of  re- 
ceiving the  moft  favourable  treat- 
ment at  Yambo. 

Neverthelefs,  after  the  gentle- 
men with  the  captain  had  been  de- 
coyed afhore  by  the  moll  plaufible 
invitation  from  the  vizier  of  the 
town  ;  and  being  amufed  in  their 
negociations  for  a  pilot  to  conduft 
the  fiiip  to  Suez;  they  were  at 
length  refufed  all  affiftance  by  the 
vizier,  under  pretence  of  waiting 
for  an   order  from   the  Xerifof 


Mecca,  and  in  the  mean  time  a 
guard  was  placed  over  them,  and 
they  were  kept  in  ftridt  confine- 
ment. In  the  evening,  the  vizier 
fent  to  the  captain  to  defire  he 
would  order  the  ihip  into  the  har- 
bour. They  now  began  to  fufpeft 
that  fome  black  defign  was  in  agi- 
tation, and  their  firft  refolution 
was  to  attempt  to  gain  their  boat 
by  force,  and  return  on  board. 
But  whilft  they  were  confulting  on 
this  point,  their  boat's  crew  was 
fent  to  the  fame  place  of  confine- 
ment, and  the  boat  itfelf  removed 
to  fome  fecret  place — frefli  in- 
junft-ons  alfo  were  fent  to  the 
captain  to  order  the  (hip  into  har« 
bour.  As  they  had  no  doubts  but 
that  this  was  done  with  a  defign 
to  get  the  vefTel  into  their  power, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  difcovery 
of  their  villainy  :  they  refolved,  as 
the  only  chance  of  faving  their 
lives,  to  fend  pofitive  orders  to 
the  mate  to  weigh  or  flip  his  an- 
chor with  the  firlt  favourable  wind, 
make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Judda, 
and  acquaint  the  Englifh  fhips 
there  with  their  fituation.  This 
was  accordingly  done — a  faithful 
Arabian  who  had  been  their  inter- 
preter, and  had  attached  himfelf. 
to  them,  carried  the  letter  to  the 
vizier — his  ignorance  of  our  lan- 
guage favoured  their  defign,  and 
the  interpreter  pa  (Ted  it  off  for  an 
order  to  come  immediately  into 
harbour.  For  two  days,  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  they  were  ia 
the  moft  dreadful  fufpence.  At 
length  they  law  the  fhip  getting 
underway;  but  the  weather  fud- 
denly changing,  ftie  ran  amongft 
the  breakers :  the  Arabians  attack- 
ed her  from  the  fhore,  and  the 
people  on  board  were  afraid  of 
defend- 
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defending  themfelves,  as  the  con- 
fequence  of  killing  an  Arabian, 
would  have  been  the  certain  death 
of  the  party  on  fhore.  i  bey  loon 
after  got  pofleflion  of  the  fliip,  and 
took  out  all  the  guns  and  fmail 
arnis. 

During  the  three  days  they  had 
now  been  h'-rc,  many  trading 
boats  having  {ailec  in  and  out  of 
the  harbour,  the  vizier  was  de- 
prived of  all  hope^  of  making  a  le- 
cret  prize  of  the  vefTel.  lie  here- 
fore  entered  into  a  kind  of  treaty 
with  the  prifoners,  an  after  extort- 
ing confiderablefoms  of  money  from 
them,  and  detaining  them  a  month, 
by  w/hich  tioiC,  the  northern  mon- 
foons  fet  in,  he  agreed  to  lend 
them  away  to  Suez  in  a  boat,  for 
which,  they  were  to  pay  the  ex- 
travagant price  of  6;o  dollars. 
However,  they  had  nothing  left 
but  to  fubmit,  and  the  company, 
ConfilHng  of  Mr.  Irwin,  Major 
Alexander,  Lieutenant  *  *  *,  at- 
tended by  four  fervants  and  Ibra- 
him, the  Arabian  interpreter,  em 
barked  on  board  their  boat.  !  his 
boat,  which  from  the  price  they 
paid  for  her,  they  named  the  Im- 
pofition,  afforded  thefe  four  gen- 
tlemen no  moe  accommodation 
than  a  fquare  of  about  five  feet 
diameter,  being  formed  of  their 
chelh,  with  no  defence  againft  the 
mid-day  fun  or  mid  night  dews. 
Their  f 'rvants  and  the  boat's  crew 
fufficiently  occupied  the  reft. 

At  the  commencement  of  this 
voyage,  the  iieutenant  before-men- 
tioned difcovered  by  many  extra- 
vagances, that  the  treat^nent  they 
had  received  at  Yambo  had  difor- 
dered  his  intellefts.  He  had  be- 
trayed fears  for  his  life  from  his 
firft  entrance  into  the  boat,  and 
retarded  their  departure  by  efcap- 


ing  afhore,  where  he  went  back 
to  the  vizier  to  communicate  his 
apprphenfions.  he  was  brojp-ht 
on  board  again,  wh  re  everv  thing 
was  done  to  quiet  his  mind,  and 
divert  hi  •  ;  but  with  To  little  fuc- 
cets,  that  the  Arabs  were  in  turn 
alarmed  at  hi*-  mad  freaks,  and 
pofnively  refused  to  proceed  oa 
their  voyage,  if  be  rema-ned  on. 
board,  Jn  this  dilemma  they  were 
forced  to  fend  the  poor  man  back 
to  Vambc,  with  a  recofi  mendation 
to  the  care  of  Captain  Bacon  of 
the  Ad'enture;  and  had  after- 
ward the  fatisfadion  to  hear  of  his 
recovery. 

After  a  tedious  c,oafting  voyage 
up  the  Arabian  (here  for  a  month, 
the  boatmen,  when  they  arrived 
at  the  gu'ph  of  Suez,  ftood  over 
to  the  Egyptian  Ihore  under  the 
advantage  of  the  night,  arid  made 
for  the  port  of  Cofire,  which  is 
about  half  way  between  Yambo 
and  Suez.  The  gentlemen  now 
found  that  the  boat  w;:s  originally 
bound  onlv  for  Colire,  and  that 
the  vizier  of  Yambo,  by  making 
an  exorbitant  charge  for  a  voyaga 
to  Suez,  had  doubly  cheated  them; 
befide  expofing  them  to  a  much, 
longer  and  more  dangerous  journey 
by  land,  than  if  they  had  been 
conveyed  to  the  port  for  which, 
they  had  paid  their  paflage. 

Cofire,  which  ftands  in  26  deg. 
20  min.  north  latitude,  is  defcrib- 
ed  as  the  fouthernmoft  port  on 
the  coaft  of  Egypt,  and  to  have 
been  of  great  note,  and  to  be  ftill 
confiderabie,  for  the  exportatioo. 
of  grain  to  Arabia,  which  is 
brought  in  caravans  from  the 
Nile.  The  town  is  however  in  a 
miferable  (late  of  decay,  and  the 
afpeft  of  the  country  round  is 
dreary  J  the  eye  cannot  catch  a 
verdant 
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verdant  fpot,  and  this  defert  is  the 
barrier  to  the  celebrated  and  fer- 
tile land  of  Upper  Egypt. 

There  was  now  no  remedy,  but 
to  land  at  the  place  to  which  they 
were  carried  ;  and  to  wait  the  fet- 
ting  out  of  a  caravan  with  which 
they  might  travel  to  the  Nile. 
The  novelty  of  their  European 
drefs  procured  them  many  vifi- 
tors;  to  leffen  therefore  the  no- 
tice they  attrafted,  they  refolved 
to  affume  the  veftments  of  the 
Eallerns  ;  and  as  being  alfo  better 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  cli- 
mate. Their  ftay  in  this  place 
was  at  a  continual  expence  of 
prefents  of  one  kind  or  other, 
which  their  new  acquaintances 
contrived  to  get  from  them  by  in- 
ilnuacions  and  importunities  ;  hav- 
ing conceived  high  ideas  of  their 
wealth  by  their  baggage.  The  de- 
lay of  the  arrival  of  the  expected 
caravan,  by  the  return  of  which 
they  were  to  proceed  to  the  Nile, 
proved  a  good  opening  to  the 
Arabian  Shaik  to  profit  by  their 
eagernefs  to  depart.  He  offered 
to  procure  them  as  many  camels 
as  they  required  for  them  and  their 
baggage;  for  which,  however, 
they  were  to  pay  uouble  price  of 
camel  hire  40  Ghinnah,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fcarcity  of  thofe  ani- 
mals at  that  time.  To  this  mea 
fure  they  would  have  agreed,  had 
not  the  price  he  demanded  exceed- 
ed  trebly  what  it  ought  to  have 
done  according  to  his  own  calcu- 
lation. The  news  of  the  approach 
cf  the  caravan  put  an  end  to  the 
negociation,  but  afforded  him  op- 
portunity to  begin  another  for  the 
Joan  of  twenty  dollars  which  he 
faid  he  wanted  to  purchafe  coffee  ; 
this  requelt,  which  their  know- 
ledge of  the  Arabs  taught  them  to 


confider  but -as  an  indireft  mode 
of  begging,  their  fiiuation  induced 
them  to  comply  with ;  and  the 
crafty  veteran  received  them  with 
many  profeflions  of  gratitude,  and 
promifcs  to  expedite  their  jour- 
ney. 

The  next  morning  was  ufhered 
in  by  a  vifit  from  the  (haik,  at- 
tended by  the  principal  Arabs  of 
the  town,  whofe  errand  was  to  fee 
what  they  could  llrip  the  travellers 
of  before  their  departure,  200  ca- 
mels of  the  caravan  having  arrived 
the  preceding  evening.  When 
the  gentlemen  determined  to  bring 
them  to  the  point  of  naming  the 
fum  total  they  were  to  pay  for  car- 
riage to  Ghinnah,  they  delivered 
the  following  bill : 

Dollars. 
To  the  government  of  Co- 1 


loo 


8* 


fire  for  its  protedion 
To    twelve    camels    from  \ 

hence  to  Ghinnah  J 

Two  foldiers  for  a  guard  10 

To  a  prefent  to  the  fhaik  7 

for  his  company  3         5 

205 
It  Is  to  be  obferved  that  the  ufuai 
hire  of  a  camel  for  that  journey 
was  but  two  dollars;  they  paid  the 
money  however  on  the  fpot,  to  the 
gnat  fatisfadion  of  their  vifitors, 
placing  all  their  fufferings  to  the 
account  of  the  vizier  of  Yambo. 
The  fufpicions  of  their  concealed 
wealth  would  not  let  the  (haik 
part  with  thefc  travellers  without 
Itill  more  extortion  ;  for  he  came 
the  next  morning  and  told  them 
in  plain  terms,  that  he  muft  have 
more  money.  He  condefcended 
indeed  to  place  this  rcquifition  to 
the  account  of  the  people  of  the 
town  and  country,  who  had  been 
peftering  him  for    prefents   from 
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them  J  that  it  was  their  misfortune 
to  be  confidered  by  thefe  people 
as  men  of  vaft  wealth,  whofe 
trunks  were  filled  with  gold,  pre- 
cious ftones,  and  rich  merchan- 
dize, on  which  it  was  their  cuitom 
to  levy  a  tctx.  It  was  in  vain  to 
expoftulate,  the  dependants  of  the 
Ihaik  were  yet  to  receive  their 
mite  ;  and  he  declared  in  a  de- 
termined tone,  that  he  could  not 
pretend  to  fend  them  in  fafety  to 
the  Nile,  until  he  received  orders 
from  the  bey  of  Cairo,  unlefs  the 
people  were  fatisfied  with  a  dona- 
tion of  twenty-five  dollars.  When 
his  demand  was  fatisfied,  the  clouds 
which  loured  on  his  countenance 
difpelled  in  a  moment,  and  with 
infinite  good  humour  he  ordered 
the  camels  at  the  door  to  take  up 
their  baggage.  After  his  departure, 
it  was  found  that  inllead  of  twelve 
camels,  as  by  agreement,  he  had 
only  provided  ten,  and  he  had 
grace  enough  to  avoid  another  in- 
terview, by  fending  his  fon  to  ac- 
company them  inftead  of  attending 
himfelf. 

Misfortune  howerer  ftill  purfued 
them.  The  young  ftiaik  found 
means  in  the  courfe  of  their  jour- 
ney to  feparate  them  from  the  reft 
of  the  caravan,  and  after  they  had 
fufFered  innumerable  fatigues,  he 
had  the  impudence  to  propofe  to 
leave  them  at  Banute,  a  town 
confiderably  fhort  of  Ghinnah. 
This  circumftance  (fays  Mr.  Ir- 
win) was  too  barefaced  not  to 
alarm  us,  and  we  determined  to 
pu(h  on,  through  an  almoll  in- 
fupportable  heat.  This  refolution 
was  confirmed  by  Abdul  Ruflar, 
our  Arabian  fervant,  who  was 
entitled  to  credit  from  his  patt 
behaviour.  Accordingly,  at  two 
•'dock,  we  mounted  our  camels. 


in  fpite  of  their  importunities  to 
wait  until  the  evening,  and  moved 
on,  in  the  moft  fultry  day  I  had 
ever  felt  in  the  Eaft.  We  fooa. 
rejoined  the  merchant's  camels, 
which  had  taken  (helter  under  A 
thorn-tree  at  fome  diftance,  and 
were  ready  to  attend  us.  While 
united  with  this  body,  we  did  not 
fear  going  aftray;  and  purfued  our 
courle,  under  a  full  fecurity  of 
being  on  the  road  to  Ghinnah, 
We  had  no  water,  but  what  our 
earthen  guglets  contained;  and 
this  was  foon  expended.  It  is 
iropoffible  to  defcribe  what  we 
foffered  from  heat  and  thirft  during 
this  ftage.  A  mouthful  or  two  of 
dirty  water,  which  one  of  our 
guards  gave  me,  made  me  forget 
for  the  moment  his  recent  info- 
lence;  and  all  our  former  appre- 
henfions  were  infenfibly  fwallowed 
up  in  the  more  painful  idea  of 
falling  viftims  to  thirft.  Oar 
tongues  aftually  became  parched  to 
i3ur  palates ;  and  we  were  obliged 
to  wet  them  every  now  and  then, 
with  fpirituous  liquors,  to  prevent 
fuiFocation  from  the  clouds  of  dull 
which  continual  whirlwinds  threw 
around  us.  This  expedient  was 
but  tranfitory,  and  ferved  indeed 
to  increafe  the  rage  of  thirft.  It 
was  our  common  misfortune  alfo 
to  labour  under  a  violent  com- 
plaint in  our  boweh;  and  to  the 
want  of  the  bad  water  that  occa- 
fioned  it — a  want  which  we  had 
lamented  in  the  moft  earneft  man- 
ner— our  prefervation  was  probably 
owing.  I  was  fo  afflidled  myfelf 
with  this  diforder,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  fit  my  camel  through  ex- 
cefs  of  pain.  The  wind  and  duft 
had  equally  afi*e£led  our  fight,  fo 
that  we  wandered  on  in  agony  and 
darknefs.    There  is  no  doubt  that 

our 
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our  Arabian  companions  partook 
in  feme  meafure  ot  our  fuleriugs; 
but  they  were  too  much  accullomed 
to  the  fun,  to  feel  all  the  efl-eds  of 
his  fury;  and  we  had  Tome  reafon 
to  fufp-ift,  that  cheir  Jl<>ck  of  water 
lafted  long  after  ours  had  failed  us. 
To  crown  this  fcene  ofdillrefs,  we 
at  length  oveitook  the  fliaik,  who, 
wc  learnt,  had  been  difappointed 
in  replenifhing  his  flcins,  by  the 
appearance  of  wild  Arabs  about 
t^e  fprings.  This  news  .founded 
like  the  knell  of  death  in  our  ears; 
not  from  the  neighbourhood  of^ 
thefe  robbers,  who  were  once  fo 
formidable  to  our  fears,  but  from 
the  abfence  of  a  fluid,  on  which 
we  fuppofed  our  lives  to  depend. 
Faint  and  fpiritlefs,  therefore,  we 
toiled  on  until  eight  o'clock  at 
nighty  when  we  halted,  without 
having  encountered  any  foe  in  the 
way.  But  far  different  was  this 
halting-place  from  any  other  we 
had  come  to.  Without  a  draught 
of  water  to  moillen  our  throats,  it 
was  impradicable  to  force  down  a 
morfel  of  bread  ;  and,  t|ie  pain  and 
wearinefs  under  wjiich  our  bodies 
laboured,  were  too  extreme  to  ad- 
mit of  a  momentary  repofe.  Overj- 
whelmed  with  hunger,  ihirft,  and 
fatigue,  we  fat  ourfelves  upon  the 
ground,  and  revolved  our  melan- 
choly fuuation  in  filence.  Every 
Ikin  was  alternately  ranfacked  by 
vs  for  water,  and  not  an  article 
left  untried  that  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  lead  moilture.  My  com- 
panions and  1  had  unluckily  re- 
courfe  to  raw  onions,  which  vvere 
ampng  the  baggage.  But  no  fooner 
had  we  tafted  of  this  potent  root, 
than  we  repented  of  our  ralhnefs. 
The  eiFe£t  was  quite  contrary  to 
our  hopes ;  and  our  drought  was 
irritated    to    the    highelt   degree. 


This  ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteett 
milei. 

After  five  days  journey  through 
thefe  (  elerrs,  they  at  length  ar- 
rived at  Ghinnah,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  where  they  a^ain  found 
themfelves  in  much  worfe  hands 
than  at  Cofire  Their  landlord 
and  the  vizier  of  the  city  leagued 
together,  and  by  fundry  artifices 
and  farcical  pleas  of  difficulties, 
contrived  to  detain  them  from  their 
voyage  down  the  river,  and  to  drain 
them  of  their  money  and  every  va- 
luable article,  even  to  their  arms 
and  wearing  apparel,  that  they 
faw  in  their  pofieffion  :  thefe  ex- 
tortions they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to,  finding  by  experience  that 
among  thefe  people  reiiftance  ne- 
ver produced  redrefs.  After  hav- 
ing  been  kept  prifoners  by  their 
landlord,  fnbjeft  to  a  barefaced 
courfe  of  depredation,  they  were 
at  length  happily  refcued  from 
thefe  plunderers,  by  the  long  ex- 
pefted  arrival  of  the  Ihaik  Ul  Arab, 
vvhofe  character  and  behaviour  Mr, 
Irwin  thus  defcribes: 

Ifman  Abu  Ally,  the  great  (haik 
of  the  Arabs — for  fuch  we  would 
render  the  (haik  Ul  Arab — is  a 
fhort  fat  man,  of  about  five  feet 
two  inches  high,  and  turned,  as 
we  learn,  of  feventy  five.  His 
eyes  are  grey,  and  his  co  plexion 
very  fair;  but,  what  at  once  gives 
him  a  fingular  and  more  youthful 
look,  his  beard,  which  is  very 
bufhy,  is  coloured  of  a  bright  yel- 
low. This  exterior  may  not  feem 
the  moft  promifing,  and  might 
create  diftafte,  if  the  benevolence 
that  beams  frorn  his  countenance, 
were  not  foremod  to  fecure  the 
heart  of  the  beholder.  Neither 
can  the  ftirillnefs  of  his  voice, 
which  is  harfh  and  diiTunant,  de- 
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ftroy  tKe  beauty  of  the  fentiments, 
which  it  is  made  ufe  of  to  convey. 
He  is  ftill  aftive,  for  a  man  of  his 
fize  and  age  ;  and  his  fpirits  are  fo 
good,  that  were  it  not  for  the  ra- 
vage that  time  has  made  among 
his  teeth,  he  might  pafs  for  a 
younger  man  by  twenty  years  at 
ieaft.  Except  the  viziers  of  Yam- 
bo  and  Ghinnah,  whom  we  had 
found  to  be  villains  by  fad  expe- 
rience, we  had  hitherto  dealt  with 
the  drofs  of  the  nation.  It  was 
referved  for  this  moment,  for  us  to 
meet  with  the  polite  gentleman  and 
the  honed  man,  comprized  in  the 
perfon  where  they  ought  to  be  found, 
in  the  reprefentative  of  his  people. 
We  had  quickly  caufe  to  find, 
that  we  had  not  given  the  fhaik  too 
much  credit  for  his  integrity.  His 
impatience  to  acquit  himfelf  in  our 
opinion,  of  any  connivance  at  the 
conduft  of  his  fervants,  could 
fcarcely  be  reftrained  by  the  forms 
of  civility,  which  precluded -bufi- 
nefs  during  our  repaft.  But  no 
fooner  was  it  ended,  than  he  fhifted 
the  convcrfation,  and  came  diredlly 
tb  the  point  which  we  were  fo  much 
concerned  in.  He  lamented  the 
treatment  which  we  had  under- 
gone, and  which  could  only  have 
happened  in  his  abfence ;  and  he 
vehemently  reprobated  the  be- 
haviour of  his  officers,  which  he 
Was  determined  to  punifh  in  the 
molt  exemplary  manner.  After  a 
few  leadingqueftions,  which  tended 
to  confirm  the  report  that  had  been 
made  to  him  touching  our  ftory, 
he  prof'efled,  that  his  return  to 
Ghinnah  had  been  haftened  on  our 
account.  That  he  had  come  pur- 
pofely  to  do  us  ftrift  juftice  on  our 
perfecutors,  and  to  difpatch  us 
Hnde;  a  fafe  conduct  to  Cairo.    As 


a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  he  ordered 
Ally,  the  brother  of  Mahomet, 
their  landlord,  and  a  partaker  in 
the  fpoil,  to  be  brought  before 
him.  He  had  been  previoufly 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  was  wait- 
ing without,  to  be  examined. 
With  this  fellow  came  Sauker,  one 
of  the  rogues  who  had  ajTifted  to 
plunder  us,  and  who  of  his  own 
accord  produced  the  things  whicb 
had  fallen  to  his  fhare,  in  the 
divifion  of  the  fpoils.  He  laid 
fhem  at  the  Ihaik's  feef;  and  with 
the  greateft  effrontery  declared, 
that  he  had  taken  them,  only  to 
fecure  them  from  the  thieves  of 
the  houfe :  and  that  his  truth  might 
be  deduced  from  his  care  of  our 
property.  Though  his  offence  was 
palpable,  this  ftep  was  fufficient  td 
fkreen  him  frohi  punilhment  in  a 
country,  where  retribution  is  all 
that  is  required  by  the  .profecutor, 
and  where  juftice  is  generally  to  be 
appeafed  by  pecuniary  fines.  But 
the  ill-advifed  Ally  did  not  efcapc 
in  this  manner.  He  boldly  denied 
having  robbed  us  of  money  or 
valuables,  and  was  loudly  ex- 
claiming at  the  injuflice  of  the 
accufation,  when  the  Ihaik  raifed 
his  voice,  and  a  dozen  Abyffinian 
Haves  fuddenly  feized  on  the  cul- 
prit, and  hurried  him  out  of  the 
room.  We  were  in  pbin  for  the 
fellow,  and  were  meditating  on  the 
confequences  of  his  arreft,  when  he 
was  brought  into  our  prefence 
again,  bound  hand  and  foot,  with 
a  chain  about  his  neck,  by  which 
he  was  held.  He  v/as  on  the  point 
of  receiving  the  baflinado  on  his 
knees,  when  he  confeffed  the 
charge,  and  promifed  to  return  all 
that  he  had  taken  from  us.  The 
fhaik  was  inclined  to  inflifl  the 
punifh- 
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punifliment  on  him  ;  bat  by  the 

interpofition  of  thofe  about  him, 
in,  which  we  joined,  he  remitted  it 
for  the  prefent;  and  directed  Ally 
to  be  led  home,  that  he  might 
produce  the  goods.  Our  triqmph 
was  complete.  One  of  our  ancient 
enemies  had  atoned  for  his  crime, 
in  a  manner  that  outwent  the  mofl 
fanguine  idea  of  revenge.  The 
other  was  humbled  at  our  feet. 
He  furvived  indeed  :  but  it  was 
only  to  abafe  himfelf  before  us, 
and  to  depend  upon  our  modera- 
jion  for  his  fecurity ! 

In  about  half  an  hour  Ally  re- 
turned, and  produced  a  few  of  the 
lead  valuable  articles.  He  earneftly 
requefted  until  the  morning  to  de- 
liver up  the  rert,  and  to  repay  us 
the  money  that  he  had  cheated  us 
out  of.  This  was  granted  him  at 
our  defire,  and  the  prifoner  com- 
jnitted  to  his  own  houfe,  under  the 
cullody  of  a  ftrong  guard. 

We  breakfafted  betimes,  and 
at  feven  o'clock  went  to  the  Ihaik's 
houfe.  The  court  were  already 
afl'embled  in  an  open  fpot  before 
the  houfe,  which  was  fhaded  by  an 
high  wall  from  the  morning  Can. 
Here  we  found  the  fhaik  encom- 
pafled  by  his  great  men,  with  a 
number  of  foldiers  and  attendants 
at  fome  diftance  in  their  front. 
Carpets  were  fpread  in  the  inter- 
mediate fpace  for  our  reception. 
Here  we  feated  ourfelves,  after 
fiiaking  our  obeifance  to  the  (haik, 
and  waited  in  filence  the  iltue  of 
the  trial.  Next  to  the  ihaik's  right 
hand  was  placed  his  nephew,  and, 
as  we  undeniand,  his  declared  fuc- 
ceflbr  in  ^he  government. 

Juil  befoie  we  came  in,  the 
calprit  Ally  had  undergone  a  fevere 
bailinado,   on    again  proving  re- 


fraftory ;  and  the  hakeem  was  fenC 
to  fearch  his  houfe  for  the  ftolen 
goods.  This  occafioned  a  paufe 
in  the  proceedings,  which  were 
interrupted  by  the  fudden  appear- 
ance of  the  vizier,  who,  to  our 
great  aftonifhment,  took  a  feat 
which  was  vacant  next  to  the- 
fhaik's  nephew.  This  confidence 
was  unexpefted,  and  filled  us  with 
unfavourable  prognoftics  of  the 
event  of  our  fuit.  But  our  doubts 
were  of  (hort  continuance.  He 
had  entered  unregarded  by  his 
mader,  and-  was  talking  with 
great  eafe  to  thofe  about  him, 
when  the  Ihaik  turned  about,  and 
in  a  folemn  tone  aflced  him  for  the 
ihauls  and  things,  which  he  had 
received  from  the  Englilh  gen* 
tiemen.  The  whole  frame  of  this 
gay  courtier  was  evidently  difcom- 
pofed  by  this  queftion.  He  had 
probably  laid  his  account  with  our 
fuppreffing  the  part  he  had  taken 
again il  us,  after  the  high  hand 
with  which  he  had  once  flopped 
the  accufation  of  Abdul  Ruffar, 
and  was  unprepared  with  an  evalion. 
His  countenance  inftantly  was  dif- 
robed  of  its  pleafantry;  his  limbs 
trembled,  and  his  tongue  faultercd 
in  framing  a  reply,  the  fubflance 
of  which  was,  that  he  was  a 
ftranger  to  the  matter  with  which 
he  was  charged.  We  were  afhamed 
of  the  meannefs  of  a  man  of  his 
rank,  but  the  wrath  of  the  (haik 
was  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch 
at  the  hearing  of  this  falfehood. 
He  was  confirmed  of  the  guilt  from 
the  fymptoms  which  the  offender 
difplayed  ;  and  without  calling  any 
frefli  evidence  to  corroborate  it,  he 
proceeded  to  decide.  But  be  could 
hardly  find  utterance  for  his  or- 
ders, which   were    to   arrell   and 
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flog  the  vizier  immediately.  A 
number  of  flaves  ftarted  from  the 
croud,  to  execute  his  orders. 
The  aftonilhed  miniller  could 
not  believe  his  ears,  and  would 
fain  have  perfuaded  himfelf  that 
the  affair  was  a  jeft.  He  was 
prefently  convinced  of  his  miftake. 
The  officers  of  juftice  laid  vio- 
lent hands  upon  his  perfon,  tum* 
bled  him  from  his  proud  fear,  and 
in  a  rude  manner  hurried  him 
away,  in  fpite  of  his  outcries  and 
fruitlefs  reliftance.  This  behaviour 
ferved  only  to  exafperate  the  Ihaik. 
His  eyes  flafhed  with  the  honeft 
indignation  which  lighted  his  bo- 
fom ;  his  ftrength  could  fcarcely 
fupport  the  agitations  of  mind  ; 
and  after  fome  effort,  he  railed 
himfelf  from  his  carpet,  and  re- 
peated his  commands  in  a  voice, 
that  rtruck  terror  into  the  breafts  of 
all  prefent.  He  was  immediately 
furrounded  by  a  croud  of  his  cour- 
tiers, who  kifled  his  hands,  em- 
braced his  knees,  and  interceded 
with  him  for  the  pardon  of  the 
vizier.  Thefe  nobles  took  no  (hare 
in  the  paffions  of  their  monarch, 
and  were  only  attentive  to  excul- 
pate one  of  their  body,  though  at 
the  expence  of  honour  and  juftice. 
i  mull  own  that  I  was  concerned 
at  the  fearful  fituation  of  a  man, 
who  had  never  been  guilty  of  any 
aftual  violence  towards  us,  and 
whofe  greateft  trefpafs  was  the  re- 
ceipt of  prefenls,  on  his  afTurances 
»  of  proteftion,  when  he  permitted 
*  *  our  being  plundered  by  our  in- 
faofpicable  hod  and  his  adherents. 
Thefe,  however,  were  crime$  of 
the  dcepeft  dye,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
good  old  (hailc.  When  we  diretted. 
Ibrahim  to  plead  for  the  inoffenlive 
conduct  of  the  viziej  towards  us„ 
Vot.  XXIIX. 


he  would  not  hear  of  any  apology 
for  a  villain,  who  had  (o  littL  the 
honour  of  his  country  at  heart,  as 
to  injure  its  charaftvT  by  winking 
at  the  mal-treatment  of  Itrangers. 
He  could  the  lefs  overlook  it  in  k 
fervant  of  his  own,  and  added, 
that  it  was  at  our  inftance  only,  he 
would  remit  the  punilhment  due  to 
his  enormity.  The  mortification 
neverthelefd  was  referved  for  the 
vizier,  that  he  (hould  be  brought 
before  us,  difarrayed  of  his  gay 
apparel,  his  hands  bound  behind 
him,  and  a  chain  faftened  about 
his  neck.  In  this  miferable  plight, 
he  was  told  of  the  obligation  he 
was  under  to  our  generous  appli- 
cation ;  and  led  home  by  a  guard, 
to  produce  his  ill  gotten  acqui- 
fition,  as  his  only  hope  oi  fafety. 
We  obferved  a  general  murmur 
among  the  grandees,  at  the  com- 
pliment which  was  paid  us  on  this 
occafion.  The  difgrace  of  one  of 
their  body  excited  no  friendly  fen- 
timents  towards  us;  and  not  a  few 
menacing  looks  were  thrown  upon 
us  from  the  circle.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fhaik  harangued  them 
in  a  fenfible  and  pathetic  fpeech, 
on  the  honour  of  their  nation. 
He  caft  the  moft  jnft  and  fevere 
reproaches  on  the  charafter  of  the 
abfent  minifter,  and  warned  them 
in  future,  againlt  fueh  inhuman 
praftices  towards  Chriftians  and 
ftrangers.  He  then  turned  to  us 
witB  the  kindeft  afped,  and  re- 
aftured  us  of  his  protedign.  He 
attributed  the  commilfion  of  the 
offence  to  the  neglect  of  the  ha- 
keem of  Ghinnah,  who  had  flum- 
bcred  like  an  unwary  centinel  on 
his  duty  For  this  he  had  been 
difcharged  from  his  office,  and  a 
flave  of  his  own  been  fent  to  take 
£)  care 
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care  of  us  until  his  arrival.  AH 
that  was  now  wanting  to  complete 
our  fatisfaftion,  was  the  recovery 
of  our  lofles,  which  he  would  fee 
eiFeded;  and  our  journey  to  Cairo, 
which  he  fwore  ihould  be  accom- 
pliihed  without  any  injury  being 
offered  to  an  hair  of  our  heads. 

Our  ignorance  of  the  Arabian 
^anguage  obliged  us  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  our  interpreter,  for  an 
acknowledgment  of  thefe  favours. 
But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  faved  us 
the  confufion  of  appearing  at  a  lofs 
for  a  fuitable  reply.  We  ftieltered 
©urfelves  under  this  fortunate  cir- 
cumilance,  which,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  left  our  patron  to  conceive  a 
gratitude,  which  words  would  have 
but  poorly  expreffed. 

A  meflenger  now  arrived  with 
two  fiiauls  and  my  chre'efe,  from 
the  vizier.  The  other  fhaul,  he 
faid,  he  had  parted  with ;  and  the 
piftols  he  had  given  to  Allyt  Once 
more,  therefore,  was  the  wretched 
Ally  produced  before  the  court ; 
and  on  denying  the  receipt  of  them, 
the  baftinado  was  again  inHided 
on  him.  fiefides  the  articles  which 
had  been  reftored,  there  were  ftill 
a  filver  urn,  a  pair  of  gold  knee- 
buckles,  and  a  quantity  of  valuable 
linen  to  be  accounted  for.  Not 
to  fpeak  of  the  money  which  they 
obtained  from  us,  under  various 
pretences.  But  thefe  were  faid  to 
have  fallen  to  Mahomet's  fhare  in 
the  divifion ;  and  his  robbery  and 
death  were  made  a  plea  of  by  the 
family,  to  fatisfy  us  for  our  lofs. 
The  Ihaik  would  not  hear  of  this 
apology,  which  he  termed  falfe 
and  evafive.  And  fooner  than  we 
ihould  fuffer  by  that  family,  he 
declared,  that  he  would  firft  order 
their  fubllance  to  be  difpofed  of. 


and  if  that  would  not  repay  us  for 
our  ioffes.   Ally  and  the   reft  of 
them  Ihould  be  fold  as  Haves,  to 
make   up  the   fum.     It  was  now 
time    for    us    to   interfere.      The 
matter  was  exceeding  the  bounds 
to  which  we   meant   to   pufli   it ; 
and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity,^ 
prompted    us    to   drop    it.      Our 
principal    aim    was  to    get  from 
Ghinnah,    under    a    proper    pro- 
tedlion.    Our  perfecutors  had  been 
chaftifed,  and  it  was  preferable  for 
us  to  put  up  with  fome  inconve- 
nience, rather  than  run  the  ri&  of 
being  detained  here,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  full  redrefs.     On  this  ac- 
count we  Hftened  to  the  mediation 
of  the  hakeem,  and  fome  of  the 
courtiers,    who    befeeched    us    to 
withdraw   our    claim   to    all   but 
eighty  dollars    of   the   remaining 
debt,  which  ^lly  might  raife  from 
the  camels  he  poffelTed.     Our  ac- 
quiefcence  in  this  propofal  gained 
us  credit  with  all  prefent,  and  drew 
a  particular  compliment  from  the 
worthy  Ihaik  ;  who  protefted,  that 
he  could  not  but  admire  our  gene- 
rofity,  though  it  was  exercifed  at 
the  expence  of  their  national  cha- 
radler.     The  reader,  perhaps,  may 
agree  with  us,  that  we  ought  not 
to    have   fubfcribed    to   this   infi- 
nuation,  as  fuch  a  man  as  was  then 
before  us,  was  enough  to  redeem 
his  nation  from  obloquy. 

The  court  now  broke  up,  and 
we  were  difmifled,  not  a  little 
pleafed  with  this  mode  of  admi- 
niftering  juftice.  Ihe  punilhment 
inflidled  upon  robbers  in  other 
countries,  fuppreffes  the  growth  of 
them  in  the  gentral  opinion.  But 
when  we  refleft  on  the  frequent 
robberies  that  are  committed  in  our. 
own,  it    fcems  doubtful,    whether 
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the  feverlty  of  the  fentenceanfwers 
the  expefted  end.  As  a  fmall 
token  of  our  refpeft,  on  our  return 
home,  we  made  up  fuch  a  prefent 
as  we  judged  would  be  moft  ac- 
ceptable to  a  man  of  his  turn  of 
mind,  and  fent  it  to  the  (haik  by 
Ibrahim.  It  confifted  of  a  couple 
of  fine  (hauls,  an  Indian  carpet, 
and  a  palampore,  and  an  handfome 
fabre  and  cafe  of  piftols.  The 
fabre  and  piftols,  though  articles 
of  the  greateft  value,  he  returned, 
and  fent  us  many  thanks  for  our 
remembrance  of  him  in  the  reft, 
which  he  faid  he  would  keep  for 
our  fake.  He  alfo  told  Ibrahim, 
that  he  had  direded  a  merchant  to 
furni/h  us  with  camels  for  our 
journey,  as  the  river  was  too  pe- 
rilous for  us  to  venture  on." 

The  reader  will  undoubtedly  be 
forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  this 
good  old  man.  Egypt  was  then 
in  a  ftate  of  convulfion,  and  in 
one  of  their  revolutions  his  head 
was  taken  off.  But  fuch  events 
are  matters  of  courfe  in  Africa  and 
Afia. 

The  good  old  ftiaik  above- 
mentioned,  and  who  from  cir- 
cumftances  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame  fo  favourably  fpoken  of  by 
Dr.  Pococke,  in  his  Travels,  de- 
livered Mr.  Irwin  and  his  fellow- 
fuft'erers  to  the  care  of  Hadgee 
Uttalah,  the  mafter  of  his  camels; 
with  a  charge  to  convey  them  and 
their  baggage  fafely  to  Cairo : 
adding,  that,  (hould  the  ieaft 
complaint  be  made  againft  his 
condudt,  he  (hould  anfwer  it  with 
his  head  ;  and  he  was  ordered  not 
to  return  without  a  letter  under 
their  hands  and  feals,  to  advife 
the  ihaik  of  their  fafety.  To  fecure 
his   fidelicy  beyond   the    reach  of 


temptation,  the  fliaik  alfo  direfted, 
that  the  family  of  Hadgee  Uttalah 
Ihould  be  placed  under  a  guard,  as 
the  fureft  hoflage  for  his  integrity. 

On  September  4,  at  ii  o'clock 
at  night,  as  the  moft  private  hour, 
the  Englifh  travellers  left  Ghinnah, 
where,  notwithftanding  the  redrefs 
they  had  received,  they  found  their 
baggage  reduced  to  one  half  of  the 
bulk  they  brought  into  the  town. 
Their  journey  lay  through  the  de- 
ferc  of  Thebais,  with  eighteea 
camels  for  the  accommodation  of 
them,  their  baggage,  attendants, 
and  guard.  On  the  third  day  of 
their  journey  in  this  defert,  they 
met  with  an  adventure  fufficiently 
alarming,  which  we  (hall  give  ia 
the  author's  own  words,  (irft  pre- 
mifing  that  they  had  halted  to 
dine. 

'*  At  half  pafl:  three  o'clock  we 
were  mounted  again,  and  going 
through  the  fame  valley,  in  about 
an  hour,  reached  the  bottom  of 
another  deep  mountain.  We  were 
obliged  to  lead  oir  camels  up,  and 
in  about  half  an  hour  gained  the 
fummit,  where  we  found  a  plain 
near  two  miles  in  length,  over  ' 
which  we  rode.  At  fix  o'clock, 
we  came  to  the  extremity  of  the 
mountain,  when  our  advanced 
guard  alarmed  us  with  the  news  of 
a  party  of  camels  being  in  the 
vale.  As  it  was  a  fufpicious  place 
to  encounter  any  of  our  own  fpecies, 
we  all  took  to  our  arms,  and  af- 
fembled  on  the  defcent,  which  was 
fo  craggy,  and  fo  perpendicular, 
that,  fmall  as  our  numbers  were, 
we  were  enabled  by  our  fituatioti 
to  have  coped  with  a  mukitude  of 
enemies.  The  Itrangers  bad  ob- 
ferved  our  motions,  and  drew  up 
in  a  body  below  to  wait  the  refult. 
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Wc  counted  no  lefs  than  thirty 
camels,  and  deduced  therefrom, 
that  we  fhould  have  two  to  one 
againft  us,  in  cafe  of  hoftilities. 
To  gain  intelligence,  however,  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  ftrangers, 
Hadgee  Uttalah  himfelf  defcended 
into  the  valley.  He  ventured  him- 
felf unarmed,  as  a  token  of  peace; 
and  we  were  not  a  little  impatient 
to  behold  the  interview  which  was 
about  to  take  place.  We  were 
deeply  interefted  in  its  event;  and, 
circumftanced  as  we  were,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  we  fliould  dou'bt  of 
its  fuccefs.  But  we  were  happily 
deceived  in  our  ideas.  No  fooner 
had  Hadgee  Uttalah  approached 
the  new  party,  than  he  was  recog- 
nized by  one  among  them,  who 
ran  with  open  arms  to  receive  him. 
He  was  prefently  encompaffed  by 
the  reft ;  and  we  could  difcern  that 
he  was  ferved  with  coffee  and 
bread.  This  ftaggered  us  in  our 
opinion  of  thefe  people's  profeffion ; 
and  we  began  to  conceive  that  they 
might  be  travellers  hke  ourfelves, 
who,  in  thefe  critical  times,  had 
explored  the  defert,  in  preference 
to  the  river.  And  we  were  now 
confirmed  in  this  conceit  by  the 
Jigns  which  Had;:t;e  made  to  us  to 
defcend.  Thefe  figns  were  inter- 
preted to  U3  by  our  Arabs,  who 
told  us  there  was  nothing  to  fear. 
We  obeyed,  therefore,  and  went 
down  the  hill  in  as  good  order  as 
the  path  would  admit  of.  We 
were  met  at  the  foot  of  it  by  Had- 
gee, who  conveyed  us  and  our  bag- 
gage to  a  fpot  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  ftrangers,  and  then  re- 
turned to  them.  Many  were  the 
embraces  and  congratulations  that 
were  exchanged  between  the  Arabs 
on  both  fides.    The  iirft  thing  we 


learned  was,  that  water  is  to  be 
procured  in  this  valley,  which  has 
induced  our  gentry  to  halt  here  and 
replenifh  our  flcins.  We  arrived 
here  at  half  paft  fix  o'clock,  fo  that 
our  Lift  ftage  was  three  hours,  or 
feven  miles. 

While  Hadgee  Uttalah  was  en- 
gaged in  an    earneft   converfation 
with  the  leader  of  the  other  party, 
Ibrahim  and  Abdul   Ruffar  came 
to  us  with  looks  of  furprize,  and" 
informed    us,    that  they  had  dif- 
covered  the  ftrangers  to  be  what  we 
at   firft   apprehended — a   band   of 
robbers.    That  they  had  overheard 
one  of  them  boaft,  that  this  band 
took  the  forty  camels  near  Cofire 
during  our  ftay  in  that  town — an 
anecdote  which  1  before  mentioned 
— and  that,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  they  had  plundered  a  caravan 
but  a  few  days  ago,  with  the  fpoils 
of  which  they  were  now  returning 
to  their  own  country!  It  may  be 
imagined  that  we  were  not  a  little 
ftartled  at  this  intelligence.     The 
novelty  of  thecircumftance  did  not 
diminifti  its  unpleafantnefs  ;    and 
our   fituation   was  as  alarming  as 
uncommon  :  but   our  minds  were 
prefently  relieved  by  the  affurances 
of    Hadgee    Uttalah,    who    now 
joined  us.    He  made   no  fcruple 
to    acquaint    us    with     the    pro- 
feffion of  the  robbers;  but  added, 
that    they   had    as    much   regard 
for   their   word   as   other  people. 
They   happily  knew   him,  which 
was     indeed    the    faving    of    an 
effufion   of  blood.      For,    on   the 
fcore     of     friend  (hip,    they     had 
pledged  their  word   to  him,  that 
they  would  not  meditate  the  leaft 
wrong  againft  us.    We  might  trult 
them  implicity,  for  the  wild  Arabs 
had  never  been  known  to  break 
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their  faith  on  fuch  occafions.  After 
this  prelude,  we  were  the  lefs  fur- 
prized  at  a  propofition  v/hich  they 
had  made  him,  to  accompany  us 
to  Cairo.  Hadgee  him feif  recom- 
mended us  to  accept  of  it.  Our 
intereft,  he  faid,  was  every  way 
concerned  in  it.  They  would 
ferve  us  both  as  guides  and  pro- 
tedors,  i»  this  unfrequented  wafte; 
and  where  they  once  adopted  a 
caufe,  it  was  their  charafter  to 
promote  it  at  the  expence  of  their 
blood.  Had  we  diftruied  this  pa- 
negyric, it  was  not  for  us  to  diffent 
againft  the  opinion  of  our  con- 
dudor,  who  was  aftually  the  mafter 
of  our  perfons  and  effedls.  The 
pledges  he  has  left  at  Ghinnah 
will  prevent  his  riflcing  his  charge 
wantonly,  and  on  this  we  rely  at 
this  jundlure.  We  have  fallen 
into  precious  company  !  And  it 
behoves  us  to  be  on  our  guard 
as  much  as  poffible.  Never  did 
heroes  in  romance  plunge  into 
greater  perplexities ;  and  were  not 
this  narrative  well  attelled,  it 
might  feem  here  to  breathe  the  air 
of  fidtion.  But  the  good  genius 
which  prefided  over  every  adven- 
ture we  have  atchieved,  will,  we 
truft,  condudl  us  fafely  through  the 
prefent. 

At  feven  o'clock  the  camels 
belonging  to  the  robbers  went  on 
for  water,  and  left  their  captain 
and  a  guard  only  with  their  bag- 
gage. This  was  a  proof  of  con- 
fidence ;  but  we  betook  ourfelves 
to  bed,  with  our  arms  by  us  as 
ufual,  and  got  as  much  fleep  as 
the  cold  would  admit  of.  I  was 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  ftripped  of 
my  night-cloak  at  Ghinnah,  and 
have  no  defence  but  a  chintz  co- 
verlid againft  the  fliarpnefs  of  the 


wind,  which  is  due  north,  and  as 
cutting  as  I  ever  felt  it  out  of 
Europe. 

The  captain  of  the  gang  (fays 
Mr.  Irwin)   was  introduced  to  us 
by  Hadgee  Uttalah  at  breakfaft, 
and  took  a  cup  of  coffee  with  us. 
He  is  a  bold,  laughing  villain,  of 
a  middle  fize,   buc  large  limbed; 
and  would  be  well  featured,  were 
not  his  mouth  disfigured  by  a  deep 
fear,  which  contrafts  his  upper  lip, 
and  betrays  the  lofs  of  feveral  of 
his  fore  teeth  ;  the  effefts  we  fup- 
pofe   of  one   of  his   rencounters ! 
There   is    a   freedom   in    his   be- 
haviour,   which    gains    him    our 
confidence.       Far     from      being 
alhamed  of  his   way    of  life,  he 
talks    of    his    late    exploits,    and 
produced  two  pair  of  Morocco  flip- 
pers, a  Turkifh  veft,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  drefs,  for  fale.     Thefe  we 
readily  purchafed,  to  conciliate  his 
good  opinion  ;  and  neceifity  muft 
excufe  our  receiving  ftolen  goods, 
knowing  them  to  be  ftolen.  Abdul 
Ruffar   bought  an    Alcoran,    and 
other  religious  books,  the  plunder 
perhaps  of  fome  poor  prieft  ;  and 
Ibrahim    a    French    horfe-piftol, 
which  will  be  of  more  fhew  than 
ufe    to   him.     Thefe    things    we 
have  procured  for  at  leaft  a  third 
of  their  value  ;  and  Hadgee  Ut- 
talah has  fatisfied  the  robber,  for 
which  we  are  to  account  with  the 
former   at  Cairo.     We  had   been 
careful    to    inftil    into    our   own 
people   the   belief   of   our  being 
deftitute  of  money ;  or  God  knoK^s 
what  mifchief   the    difcovery    of 
oar  real  treafures  might  produce 
againft  us. 

In  truth,  the  confcience  of  this 
robber  is  no  lefs  wonderful  than 
his  manners.    He  is  eafy  of  ac- 
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cefs,  and  yet  carries  a  proper  com. 
mand  over  his  party ;  and  by  his 
own  example  teaches  them  to  be 
civil,  and  even  obliging  to  us. 
We  would  willingly  make  him  a 
fuitable  acknowledgment  for  this 
behaviour,  but  do  not  think  it  lafe 
to  produce  money,  or  to  depart  in 
the  leaft  from  our  profeffionsof  po^ 
verty.  It  was  with  the  greateft 
pleafure  imaginable,  that  I  could 
oblige  him  in  a  trifling  point :  with 
a  couple  of  razors,  which  he  faw  in 
my  fervant's  hands,  and  expreffed 
a  defire  for.*' 

After  a  fortnight's  travelling 
through  this  dreary  wafte,  under 
the  guidance  and  protedlion  of  a 
band  of  Arabian  robbers,  a  little 
before  iheir  arrival  at  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  the  robbers  left  them  ab- 
ruptly, taking  a  French  leave;  and 
Hadgee  Uttalah  infinuated  that 
the  captain  took  this  method  of 
fhewing  his  difinterellednefs,  and 
to  fave  the  travellers  the  pain  of 
difmiffing  him  without  a  prefent. 
Indeed,  as  Mr.  Irwin  obferves,  the 
whole  behaviour  of  thefe  robbers 
was  fo  extraordinary,  and  the  ad- 
venture of  fo  novel  a  caft,  that  the 
reader  would  hardly  excufe  his 
parting  with  them,  without  parti- 
cular notice. 

Mr.  Irwin's  arrival  at  Grand 
Cairo  put  an  end  to  the  troubles 
and  anxiety  of  him  and  his  com- 
panions, as  they  then  came  to  a 
commercial  port,  where  the  tran- 
fadtions  of  mankind,  even  of  Eaf- 
terns,  were  conduced  upon  more 
liberal  principles  than  in  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  country. 


Narrative  tf  the  Sufferings  of  Mr. 
de  St.  Germain,  and  his  Compa- 
nions, in  the  De/erts  of  Egypt. 

Mde  St.  Germain,  and  his 
.  brother  M.  de  Chilly, 
were,  the  one  commandant  at 
Daka,  and  the  other  at  Caffimba- 
zar,  two  very  important  fadlories 
at  Bengal,  when  they  were  taken 
prifoners  of  war  by  the  Englifti. 
Having  obtained  leave  on  their  pa- 
role of  honour  to  return  to  France, 
and  finding  no  fiiip  to  bring  them 
to  Europe  when  they  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  fet  out 
in  a  Danifh  veffel  for  Suez  in  the 
Red-fea,  in  hopes  of  crofFing  over, 
with  eafe,  the  lilhmus  that  fepa- 
rates  that  fea  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  then  embarking  at 
Alexandria  for  Marfeilles.  After 
a  perilous  navigation  they  arrived 
at  Suez  the  24th  of  May  1779, 
with  feveral  French  and  Englifh 
that  were  paffengers  in  the  fame 
Ihip.  They  were  no  fooner  land- 
ed, than  the  Danifh  captain  wrote 
to  the  French  merchants  at  Cairo, 
to  procure  a  caravan,  that  is,  the 
camels  necelTary  to  carry  the  mer- 
chandize of  the  vefTel,  which  was 
eftimated  at  feveral  millions. 
Egypt  is  governed,  or  rather  op^ 
pre/fed,  by  16  Beys  or  Lords. 
The  Porte  preferves  there  nothing 
but  a  ftiadow  of  authority,  that 
refides  in  the  hands  of  a  Balhaw, 
whom  the  Beys  keep,  as  a  kind 
of  prifoner,  in  the  callle  of  Cairo. 
In  the  abfence  of  Murat  Bey,  the 
moft  powerful  of  thefe  i6  tyrants, 
who  was  gone  to  fight  Haflem 
Bey,  one  of  his  brethren,  appli- 
cation was  maviC  to  Ibrahim  Bey; 
he  promifed  the  moft  ftriking  pro- 
^edlion,  and  even  ofl'ered  his  owi^ 
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people  and  camels  to  carry  the 
goods.  This  propofal  was  accept- 
ed without  heiitation  :  but  unhap- 
pily the  wealth  of  the  caravan, 
which  his  avidity  prompted  him 
flill  to  exaggerate,  made  him  wifli 
to  carry  it  off;  and  he  concerted 
for  that  purpofe  with  the  Arabs  of 
Tort  (famous  for  their  ferocity  and 
plundering)  the  blackeft  and  mofl 
cowardly  of  all  perfidies.  The 
camels  filed  off  from  Suez  the  1 5th 
of  June.  The  travellers  fet  out  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  the 
night  paffed  without  accident;  but 
at  break  of  day,  in  the  middle  of 
a  defile,  formed  by  two  chains  of 
hills,  the  caravan  was  befet  by 
about  1200  Arabs  :  they  firft  made 
three  difcharges  of  their  mufquetry, 
and  then  fell  fabre  in  hand  on  the 
ten  Europeans  that  compofed  the 
caravan,  who  being  difperfed  were 
hacked,  taken,  and  ftripped  even 
of  their  fhirts,  and  driven  naked 
into  the  defert.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  real  condudlors  of  the 
camels,  on  the  firit  (hot  being  fired, 
which  was  undoubtedly  the  fignal 
agreed  on,  turned  the  camels  a- 
bout,  and  drove  them  into  the  town 
of  Tort,  belonging  to  the  Arabs, 
after  having  paffed  four  days  under 
the  walls  of  Suez. 

The  Europeans,  maimed,  flrip- 
ped,  and  ftill  purfued  by  che  ban- 
ditti, divided  themfelvesby  chance 
into  two,  parties.  One  took  the 
road  to  Suez,  which  was  but 
(eight  leagues  off,  and  the  other, 
confiding  of  the  perfons  who  had 
inarched  foremolt,  and  could  not 
make  their  way  through  the  body 
of  the  Arabs,  to  gain  Suez,  ran  to- 
wards Cairo,  which  was  twenty. two 
leagues  off;  but,  in  order  toefcape 
the  ferpcitjr  of   the  Arabs,  were 


obliged  to  take  by-roads,  which 
increafed  prodigioufly  the  diftance. 
Unfortunately  Meffrs.  de  St.  Ger- 
main, and  de  Chilly,  were  in  that 
troop ;  it  confided,  with  them,  of 
a  black,  who  belonged  to  them  ; 
of  Meffrs.  Barrington  and  Jen- 
kins, Englilhmen  ;  of  Mr.  Ven- 
delwelden.  Captain  of  the  Danifli 
fhip ;  of  an  Armenian,  named 
Paul,  who  was  interpreter  to  the 
fhip  ;  and  two  Mendicapt  Arabs : 
in  all  nine  perfons. 
■  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the" 
dreadful  torments  and  mortal  an- 
guilh  that  overpowered  eight  of 
thefe  unhappy  fugitives,  and  which 
M.  de  St.  Germain  could  not  have 
efcaped  without  a  miracle. 

There  is  not  a  more  burning 
climate  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
than  the  deferts  of  Egypt:  the 
wind  that  blows  there  is  a  confum- 
ing  fire  ;  there  no  rain  ever  falls  : 
there  is  not  a  drop  of  water  to  be 
got,  nor  does  a  (hrub  grow  withia 
a  fpace  of  thirty  leagues  ;  and  the 
fand,  almod  turned  red  by  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  is  com- 
pofed of  little  angular  pebbles  that 
tear  the  flcin,  and  enter  it  like  glafs: 
by  a  drange  contraft,  the  nights, 
in  that  frightful  climate,  are  al- 
mod as  cold  as  the  days  are  hot  ; 
and  when  a  man  efcapes  the  fuf- 
focating  vapours  of  the  day,  it  is 
almod  impoffible  to  vvithdand, 
without  cloathing,  the  freezing  air 
of  the  night. 

It  was  in  this  murdering  defert, 
that  M,  de  St.  Germain,  with  his 
unfortunate  companions,  had  to 
Itruggle  againd  all  the  horrors  of 
death  during  three  days  and  four 
nights,  without  eating  or  drink- 
ing, parched  with  a  ccnfuming 
third,    fcorched   by    the  fun,  ex- 
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pofed     naked,     ilark  -  naked,     to 
clouds  of  infefts  and  flies,  the  tor- 
ijient  of  which  is  more  cruel  than 
can   be    imagined  ;    failing   down 
twenty  times  in  an  hour  with   fa- 
tigue, and  rifing  again  by  the  cx- 
cefs  of  pain  occahoned  by  the  peb- 
bles   tearing    every   part  of  their 
body  J      walking     oftentimes     on 
their   hands,  and  at   lait   covered 
with  an   univerfal  ulcer.     But  th^ 
greateil    of   his    misfortune,    the 
•nod  cruel   of    all    his   torments, 
which    made    him    twenty    tiroes 
over  to  wifti  for  the  death  he  was 
ilruggling    againft,    was    to    have 
beheld   the    fucceffive  exit  of  all 
his  companions.     Mr.  Barrington 
was    the    firft    vidtim     that    fell ; 
MeiTrs.  Jenkins  and  Vendelwelden 
followed  next;   the  black,  the  Ar- 
menian interpreter,  and  one  of  the 
Mendicant  Arabs,  although  robuft 
and  inured    to  the    rigour  of  the 
clima'e,    perifhed    like    the    reft. 
But  the  moft  terrible  of  all  fights 
for    M.    de    bt.    Germain,     that 
which  afeeling  heart  canrx>t  figure 
to  itfelf  without  being  feized  with 
horror,  was  to  fee  his  brother  over- 
whelmed with  fatigue,    heat   and 
thirft,  with  twenty-two  wounds  of 
a  fabre,  conjuring  him  to  abandon 
him,  and  provide  tor  his  own  fafe- 
ty ;  and  to  be  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  feeing  him  perifti  be- 
fore his  eyes,  or  leave  him  in  the 
defert,   in    order   to    employ   the 
poor  remains  of  ftrepgth  he   had 
left,    to  procure  him  feme  affiftr 
ance.     He  cho(e  the  laitef.     T  he 
excefs    of    their   futferings    made 
ih'  m  hope  they  were  drawing  near 
the   end    of    their    m  leries.      His 
ftrength   reclc  uWed   at  the  fight  of 
hi     brother's  danger,    but  all  his 
care  proved  fiuiilefs.    They  were 


Hill  at  too  great  a  diftance  from 
Cairo ;  and  the  Beys  people, 
whom  he  had  engaged  to  run  to 
the  defert  in  queft  of  his  unfortu- 
nate brother,  and  the  black  that 
accompanied  him,  could  not  dif- 
cover  either  of  them  ;  they  found 
only  the  bodies  of  the  other  Euro- 
peans ;  and  M.  de  Chilly  either 
fell  a  vi£tim  to  the  matly  torments 
he  endured,  or  he  was  dragged  away 
into  flavery,  if  he  has  been  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  have  his  life  faved  by 
any  of  the  Arabs. 

*  M.  de  St.  Germain,  having 
thus  feen  all  his  companions  fall, 
reduced  to  fkin  and  bone,  having 
drank  his  urine,  his  lips  and 
tongue  dried  to  his  mouth,  his 
fight  dim,  his  hearing  gone,  no 
longer  able  to  fpeak,  aud  feized 
at  frequent  intervals  with  a  violent 
f  ver  and  the  delirium  of  death, 
having  had  feveral  fits  of  a  kind 
of  apoplexy  and  lethargy,  at  laft 
arr.ved,  by  a  fpecies  of  miracle, 
naked,  alone,  and  in  a  dying 
condition,  at  the  country-houfe  of 
the  Bey.  The  afliflance  he  re- 
ceived there  ftopt  the  progrefs  of 
the  diforder :  afterwards  he  was 
carried  to  Cairo,  to  the  quarter 
of  the  Franks,  where  he  owed 
his  life  to  the  fkill  of  M.  Grafie,  . 
a  French  phyfician,  and  to  the 
praife-worthy  care  of  MeiTrs.  Ma- 
gallon  and  Olive,  merchants  of 
Marfeilles,  wfeo  took  him  into  their 
houfe. 

*  The  French  were  not  the  only 
perfons  that  gave  him  tokens  of 
the  part  they  took  in  his  misfor- 
tunes. Several  Engliflimen  that 
failed  with  him  from  Bengal  to 
Suez,  particularly  Mr.  Rols,  who 
commanded  the  tngJifti  fadtory  af 
Daka>  whilil  himf^lf  wa$  at  the 
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kcad  of  the  French  faftory,  gave 
him  the  moft  feeling  proofs  of 
their  fenfibility.  It  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  that  he  declined 
accepting  the  offers  of  every  kind 
that  were  made  him,  chufing  ra- 
ther to  give  the  preference  to  the 
French  merchants  at  Cairo. 

•  M.  de  St.  Germain,  being 
happily  recovered,  tried  every 
means,  bat  in  vain,  to  obtain  re- 
flitution  of  about  300,000  livres 
in  effeSts  and  merchandize  that  be- 
longed  to  him  in  the  caravan ; 
but  in  abandoning  his  fortune  he 
mult  comfort  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts,  that  he  had  the  happi- 
nefs  to  efcape,  all  at  once,  every 
poflibie  kind  of  death,  hunger, 
third,  fufFocating  heat  by  day, 
mortal  cold  by  night,  exceffive  fa- 
tigue, the  deftruftive  fting  of  the 
infefts,  the  fire  and  fword  of  the 
Arabs,  the  grief  of  feeing  his  com- 
panions peri(h,  and  his  inability 
to  fuccour  his  brother  ;  and,  final- 
ly, a  long  and  dangerous  illnefs, 
the  confequences  of  fuch  horrors 
and  miferies ! 

•  The  hiftory  of  this  dreadful 
event,  worthy  in  every  refpcft  to 
be  laid  before  the  public,  in  ex- 
hibiting a  pifture  of  the  greatell 
dangers  that  any  traveller  ever 
encountered,  proves  that,  in  at- 
tempting the  paffages  of  the  Illh- 
mus  of  Suez,  one  muft  be  aware, 
Loth  of  the  ferocity  of  the  Arabs, 
and  the  perfidy  of  the  Beys  that 
tyrannise  over  Egypt.* 


Of  the  Religion  of  tht  Kalmucsfl«</ 
.  Mongouls       From  the  Account  of 
the  Nations  of  the  Ruffian  Em- 
pire. 

FORMERLY  both  the  Kal- 
mucs  and  Mongouls  profef- 
fed  the  religion  of  the  Schamans. 
This  they  afterwards  changed  for 
that  of  Tibet  and  Tungut,  or  the 
religion  of  Dalai  Lama. 

In  the  interior  regions  of  the 
eaft,  three  religions  prevail ;  which, 
muftbe  carefully  diilinguiihed  from 
each  other.  Thefe  are  the  Scha- 
mane,  the  Brahmine,  and  the  re- 
ligion of  Lama.  That  of  the 
Schamans  is  the  oldefl  religion  ia 
India  of  which  we  have  any  ac- 
count It  is  mentioned  by  Stra- 
bo,  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  and 
Porphyry.  The  firft  of  whom 
calls  them  Germanians,  the  fecond 
Sarmanians,  and  the  third  Sama- 
nians.  Its  followers  cultivated  phi- 
lofophy  ;  and  the  Brahmans  them- 
felves  confefs  that  they  affe  in- 
debted to  them  for  their  fcience  $ 
and  they  read  the  writings  of 
thefe  Schamans  jud  as  we  read 
the  Greek  and  Latin  authors. 
Yet  the  Brahmans  perfecuted 
their  preceptors,  and  flopped  not 
till  they  had  forced  them  to  fly. 
Infomuch  that  for  fix  hundred 
years  pall  we  no  longer  find  any 
traces  of  them  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  Ganges*. 

All  the  religions  that  continue 
to  prevail  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Ganges,  feem  derived  from  the 
Schamane.  Even  the  religion  of 
Lama  is  nothing  more  than  a  re- 
formed   Schamanifm.      The    old 


•  Hiftoire  du  Chrifllanlfme  des  Indes  par  M,  de  la  Croze,  liv.  xvii. 
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Schamans  had  nothing  certainly 
fixed  as  to  the  origin  of  their 
gods,  or  the  time,  quality,  or 
pcrfonsofthe  AiccefTion.  Among 
the  Lamaites  one  god  fucceeds  to 
•Bother,  in  an  uninterrupted  fe- 
ries,  in  the  per/on  of  their  Lama. 

The  religion  of  the  ancient 
Mongouls  fprang  likewife  from 
that  of  the  Schamans.  But  thefe 
barbarians  being  deJtitute  of  all 
writing,  this  religion  could  only 
be  propagated  by  oral  tradition. 
As  for  the  Burats,  Jakutes,  and 
the  heathen  Tartars,  their  reli- 
gion refembles  that  of  the  an- 
cient Mongouls;  but  it  is  with- 
out any  coherence,  and  fo  muti- 
lated, that  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  colleft  from  its  fragments 
any  fort  of  fyttem  of  the  old  Scha- 
mans. 

We  are  able  to  trace  the  name 
of  the  god  of  the  ancient  Scha- 
m'ans,  indeed,  in  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  chief  goddefs  of  the 
Siamefe  and  Peguans,  which  is 
Soaimona  Kodom*» 

The  Mongouls  call  this  god 
Sfhigimuni,  and  the  Kalmucs  Scha- 
kamuni,  or  Schak-Schimona,  which 
laft  denomination  muft  be  our 
guide  in  obtaining  our  knowledge 
of  this  deity,  who  can  be  no 
other  than  the  well-known  Scha'.a 
or  Schekia,  who  was  born  107 
years  before  the  time  of  our  blef- 
fcd  Saviour,  and  was  called  after 
his  apotheofis  Fo.  Pere  Gaubil, 
In  his  Hilloire  des  Mongoux,  con- 
feffcs  that  he  cannot  difcover 
Vfhence  the  name  Fo  takes  it  ori- 
gin. It  is  true  nothing  certain 
can  be  adduced  about  it.     But  it 


feems  highly  probable,  that  Fo 
is  the  Bod  or  Budda  of  St.  Je- 
rome ;  for  neither  the  Tibetans, 
nor  Mongouls,  nor  Kalmucs,  have 
an  F  in  their  language.  Mr. 
D'Anoille  obfervcs  that  Bod  feems 
generally  to  lignify  goddefs ; 
and  Bodtan,  or  Boutan,  a  name 
given  to  the  kingdom  of  Tibet, 
fignifies  God^s-land. 

Of  this  name  Budda,  a  great 
many  traces  are  ftill  to  be  found 
in  the  countries  of  the  Mongouls 
and  of  India.  This  god  Sommona 
Kodom  is  likewife  called  Pouti- 
Sfit,  i.  e.  The  lord  Pouti.  The 
Burats  call  their  priefts  Bo.  Wed- 
nefday  is  termed  in  all  the  lan- 
guages of  India  Budda.  In  the 
Samfkret,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Brahmans,  that  day  is  named 
Budda- tvaram  :  in  that  of  Geylon, 
Budda-dina  :  in  that  of  Siam,  fa>t' 
pout:  and  in  the  Malabarian  lan- 
guage, Buden-kirumei. 

All  thefe  names  are  the  appel^ 
latives  of  one  and  the  fame  god. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom 
of  Leao  have  an  academy,  to 
which  the  priefts  of  Siam  reforc 
for  the  acquifition  of  their  know- 
ledge. Thefe  call  their  principal 
god  indifferently  either  Budda, 
Sommona  Kodom,  or  Schaka.  hx 
Tibet,  this  divinity  has  Itill  an- 
other name.  La.  i  erhaps  the 
name  of  Lama,  as  alfo  that  of 
the  kingdom  Leao  itfelf,  are  de- 
rived from  this  denomination  of 
the  deity. 

The  fignification  of  the  word 
Schaman  is  differently  explained 
by  three  learned  men.  Our  coun- 
tryman, Mr.  Thomas   Hyde,  in- 


*  The  Tartars  called   god  Kutai,  Chutai,  or  Gudai  ;  the  Peifians  Khoda. 
^mmona  Kodom  fijgnifies  therefore  probably  the  god  oj  the  Schamans. 
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terprets  it  afighing  or  fobbing  man. 
Kasmpfer  *  explains  it  by  a  man 
^without  pajjjoits.  M.  de  la  Lou- 
bere,  an  ingenious  and  very  learn- 
ed man,  who  travelled  to  Siam, 
tells  us,  that  it  fignifies  in  the 
Balian,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Siamefe,  a  man  living  in  the 
nuoods ;  a  hermit. 

The  lalt  of  thefe  interpretations 
may  very  well  be  reconciled  with 
what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  re- 
lates qf  his  Sarmanes.  **  They 
*'  are  hermits,"  he  fays,  **  and 
*'  live  neither  in  towns  nor 
*'  houfes  :  they  cover  their  body 
**  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  eat 
**  nothing  but  wild  fruits.  Their 
•'  drink  is  only  water,  which 
*'  they  fcoop  from  the  brook  in 
**  the  hollow  of  their  hands,  &c." 
In  the  fame  manner  M.  de  la 
Loubere  very  ingenioufly  explains 
the  word  Schaka.  He  derives  it 
from  the  Siamefe  word  Tfchau  ka, 
my  lord,  the  ufual  title  of  the  Ta- 
lapoins  or  priefts  of  Siam.  Scha- 
man  and  Talapoin  mean  the 
fame,  the  former  in  the  Balian, 
and  the  other  in  the  common  lan- 
guage of  the  Siamefe. 


Of  the  Religion  of  Tibet ;    cr,   of 
the  Dalai  Lama.     From  the  fame, 

WE  have  likewife  only  ob- 
fcure  and  confufed  ac- 
counts of  the  religion  of  thefe 
people  ;  and  the  miffionaries  re- 
late numberlefs  abfurdities,  both 
as  to  its  origin  and  its  dogmas. 
The  monk  Rubruquis  feems  to 
have  had  fome  knowledge  of 
themf.  But,  fpeaking  likewife 
of  the  Neilorian  Chriftians  (who 
have  even  a  bilhop  refident  in  the 
Kittaian  town  SeginJ),  and  of 
another  fort  of  idolaters  whom  he 
calls  the  Tuinians||,  he  confounds 
the  three  together.  Carpini§,  an- 
other monk,  who  travelled  before 
Rubruquis  to  the  great  hord  of 
the  Tartars,  reprefents  the  TJi- 
gures  as  Chriftians  of  the  Nefto- 
rian  fed.  The  Jefuit  Gaubil 
afTerts  the  fame  thing-l-. 

All  thefe  writers  unanimoufly 
affert,  that  Chriftianity  was  difle- 
minated  over  Tongert,  China, 
among  thp  Mongouls,  and  even  ia 
the  family  of  their  khans.  But 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  make  thefe 
teftimonies   accord    with   the  pre* 


*  Hiftoire  d«  Japon,  torn.  i.  p.  46.   Amft.  1732.   16°. 

\  Voyage  du  Rubruquis,  chap.  xxvi. — xxviii. 

\  Rubruquis,  chap,  xxviii.  p.  60.  &  chap,  xlvii.  p.  125.  Marco  Paolo  men- 
tions likewife  a  Kitaian  town  Sin-gui  [the  tcimination^w;  is  the  Chinefe  Jfchu\^ 
and  that  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  Neftorian  Chriftians. 

II  Rubruquis,  chap.  xlv.  aflures  us  the  Tiiinians  we.-e  idolaters.  But,  what 
is  extraordinary,  in  the  very  lame  chapter  he  affirms,  that  the  Tuinians  were 
addifted  to  the  feft  of  the  Manicheans.  The  Oriental  Chriltiaus  often  cail 
Manes  Al  Thenaouif  and  his  fe6t  Al  Thenaouiah -^  which  wort'  lignifies  the  doc- 
trine of  the  two  principles.  See  D'Herbelot,  Biblioth.  Orient,  art.  Mani* 
Hence  it  feems  probable,  that  thele  Tuinians  are  Manicheans. 

§  Carpini,  Voyage,  art.  v.   p.  4.0.  ' 

4.  Obf  rvations  Mathematiques,  &c.  publiees  par  le  perc  Souciet,  torn.  i. 
p.  424.  D'Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  art.  Igur. — Uigur  is  called,  accord- 
ing to  the  Chinefe  geography,  Turfan, 
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fent  ftate  of  thofe  countries.  For 
we  find  not  the  leaft  trace  of  Chrif- 
danity  therein^  except  among  fuch 
as  have  been  converted  perhaps  by 
the  Jefuits  in  China  in  modern 
times.  On  the  contrary,  the  reli- 
gion of  Lama  prevails  much  at 
Tongut,  in  fome  kingdoms  of 
India,  in  Mongolia,  among  the 
Eluts,  and  alfo  in  China. 

It  fecms  therefore  probable, 
that  the  Neftorian  monks  in  for- 
mer time  might  have  vifited  thefe 
regions.  But,  in  procefs  of  time, 
as  their  priefts  became  more  and 
more  ignorant,  as  well  as  remoter 
from  other  Chriftians,  Chriftiani- 
ty  became  likewife  more  and 
more  corrupted,  till  at  length  it 
vaniftied  quite  away,  or  was  ob- 
forbed  in  the  religion  of  Lama. 

This  religion  feems  not  to  be 
of  a  very  antient  date.  It  is  a 
mixture  of  the  fuperftition  of  the 
old  Schamans  with  the  Chridian 
religion.  From  the  Schamans  it 
retained  Fo  and  the  metemp- 
fycbofis :  from  Chriftianity  it  pro- 
bably took  its  ceremonies  and  ha- 
bits. 

Several  learned  writers  derive 
the  ceremonial  of  the  religion  of 
Lama  from  the  Indians,  and  that 
from  the  Egyptians :  as  it  is 
thought  that  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Egyptians  were  fpread  almoft 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 
From  all  which  we  (hall  only  ob- 


ferve,  that  In  the  remoteft  ages 
the  Egyptians  had  no  other  phy- 
ficians  than  their  priefts.  This 
cuftom  obtained  likewife  amongft 
the  Syrians  and  Hebrews.  Afa 
firft  ufed  the  afliftance  of  proper 
phyficians,  and  was  reproved  for 
it*.  The  fame  cuftom  prevailed 
in  India  and  over  all  the  Eaft. 
The  antient  Tartars  and  Mongouls 
had  no  other  phyficians  than  their 
priefts.  And  we  find  it  fo  at  pre- 
fent  among  all  the  favage  nations 
of  Siberia,  and  even  in  America. 
It  feems  very  probable  that  the 
earlier  Chriftians  took  fome  cere- 
monies from  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions; and  perhaps  ail  the  rites 
and  ceremonies  among  different 
nations,  that  are  very  fimilar  to 
each  other,  came  originally  from 
the  religion  of  the  ^Egyptiansf. 

Ksmpfer  %  labours  much  to 
make  it  probable,  that  the  founder 
of  the  religion  of  Fo  was  an 
^Egyptian.  'But  he  feems  to  be 
in  the  wrong:  and  his  conjcfture 
would  have  been  more  probable, 
if  he  had  put  the  religion  of  the 
Brahmans  inftead  of  that  of  Fo. 

It  might  furnifh  matter  of  dif- 
pute  between  the  Indians  and 
Egyptians  which  of  them  were 
the  elder  nation.  If  Shuckford's 
conjefture  could  be  proved  true, 
that  Mount  Ararat,  on  which  the 
ark  of  Noah  refted,  is  one  of  thofe 
mountains   which    form    the  nor« 


•  *•  And  Afa,  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  was  difeafcd  in  his 
feet,  until  his  difeafe  was  exceeding  great :  yet  in  his  difeafe  he  fought  not  to 
the  Lord,  but  to  the  phyficians."     a  Chron,  xvi.   12. 

t  The  priefts  of  JEgypt  (haved  their  head  and  wore  linen  garments.  Mar- 
tial, epigram  xii.   29.     Juvenal,  fat,  vi.  lin.  533. 

Qui  grege  linigero  circumdatus,  et  gregecalvo 
Piangentis  populi  currit  derifor  Anubis, 
X  Hiflpire  du  Japon,  torn.  I,  P*  3»«  34-» 
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them  frontier  of  India,  it  would 
be  a  great  argument  in  favour  of 
the  Indians.  Several  writers  en- 
deavour to  prove  likewife,  that 
the  Perfian  magi  received  their 
knowledge  and  their  religion  from 
the  Indians*.  And  indeed  as  the 
Egyptians  and  the  Brahmans  have 
fo  great  a  fimilarity  in  their  man- 
ner of  life,  police,  tenets,  and  re- 
ligious ceremonies,  one  nation  cer- 
tainly tranfcrlbed  from  the  other. 
But  the  queftion  is,  which  nation 
received  them  from  the  other  ? 
Some  arts,  as  well  as  fome  of  the 
dodlrines  of  philofophers,  came 
from  India  to  Europe,  as  the  game 
of  chefs,  the  art  of  reckoning 
with  ten  cyphers,  Democritus's 
doftrine  of  atoms,  the  metemp- 
fychofis,  &c.  which  laft  was  re- 
ceived likewife  by  the  Egyptians. 

Pythagoras  brought  this  doftrine 
from  India,  not  from  Egypt.  Eu- 
febius,  in  his  Chronicle,  relates 
that  about  four  hundred  years 
after  the  birth  of  Abraham, 
which  happened  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years  before  the  going  out 
of  ^gypr,  there  came  a  fwarm  of 
^(Ethiopians  from  the  river  Indus, 
and  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  iEgypt.  We  here  fee  that  the 
Indians  made  a  voyage  by  water 
to  ^gypt ;  but  we  find  no  ac- 
counts that  the  ^Egyptians  ever 
made  fuch  an  one. 

The  Egyptians,  on  the  con- 
trary, may  alledge  the  expeditions 
of  Ofiris,  Bacchus,  and  Sefoflris. 
For,  notwithftanding  thefe  events 
are  mixed  with  fables,  the  moft 
abfurd  relations  have  yet  fome  cer- 
tain foundation  in    truth,    which 


we  are  not  capable  of  thoroughly 
developing.  It  may  be  that  fome 
-Egyptians  emigrated  likewife  to 
India,  in  order  to  avoid  the  cruel 
treatment  of  the  Perfian  king  Cam- 
by  fes.  At  lead  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  feems  to  fupport  this 
conjedlure;  for  the  limits  of  every 
religion  have  always  been  extend- 
ed as  often  as  it  has  been  perfe- 
cuted. 

There  are  two  perfonages  that 
have  for  feveral  centuries  been 
very  famous  in  the  world,  Prefter 
John  and  Dalai  Lama.  Three 
travellers,  Carpini,  Rubruquis, 
and  Marco  Paolo,  fir  ft  made  Eu- 
rope acquainted  with  Prefter  John, 
but  they  all  have  different  opi- 
nions about  him.  The  firft  re- 
prefents  him  as  an  Indian  king; 
the  fecond  as  a  Chriftian  king  of 
the  Tartarian  hord  Naiman,  whom 
he  believed  to  be  likewife  Chrif- 
tians.  But  both  their  accounts 
are  certainly  wrong. 

The  Portuguefe  having  found 
a  way  to  India  by  fea  round  Afri- 
ca, difcovered  a  certain  Chriftiaa 
prince  in  Abyffinia,  whom  they 
took  for  Prefter  John,  notwith- 
ftanding the  three  before-men- 
tioned travellers  had  placed  him, 
not  in  Africa,  but  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of^  the  Eaft,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  China.  This  cir- 
cumftancc  they  overlooked. 

But  we  muft  firft  proceed  to  give 
fome  accounts  of  Dalai  Lama. 
He  lives  in  a  pagoda  on  the  moun- 
tain Potala,  which,  according  to 
the  Jefuit  Gaubil,  is  under  29*  6' 
northern  latitude,  and  21;°  ^S' 
weftern  longitude  from  Pekinf. 


•  Aramian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xxiii.  f  See  Du  Halde,  Defcription  de  ?ft 

Chine,  et  d*  la  Tartaric  Chinoife,  torn.  IV.  p.  izz.  125. 

His 
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His  followers  explain  the  nature 
of  his  immortality  in  the  following 
manner  ;  that  his  foul,  after  the 
death  of  his  body,  paiTes  into  ano- 
ther human  body  which  is  born 
exadlly  at  that  time,  and  this  man 
is  the  new  Dalai  Lama*. 

Almolt  all  the  nations  of  the 
Eaft,  except  the  Mohammedans, 
believe  the  metempfychofis  as  the 
moft  important  article  of  their 
faith  ;  efpecially  the  Indians,  the 
inhabitants  of  Tibet,  and  Ava, 
the  Peguans,  Siamefe,  Mongouls, 
all  the  Kalmucs,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe. 
i^ccording  to  the  doftrine  of  the 
metempfychofis,  the  foul  is  always 
in  aclion,  and  never  at  reft;  for 
no  fooner  does  fhe  leave  her  old 
habitation  but  (he  enters  a  new 
one.  The  Dalai  Lama  being  a 
divine  perfon,  he  can  find  no  bet- 
ter lodging  than  the  body  of  his 
fucceffor;  or,  properly  not  the 
foul,  but  the  Fo  refiding  in  the 
Dalai  Lama  which  pafTes  into  his 
fuccefibr:  and  this  being  a  god  to 
whom  all  things  are  ktiownf ,  the 
Dalai  Lama  therefore  is  acquaint- 
ed with  every  thing  that  happen- 
ed during  his  refidence  in  the  for- 
mer body.  Thus,  at  leaft,  the 
tkinking  people  of  that  religion 
would  perhaps  explain  their  me- 
tempfychofis. The  far  greater 
part  of  the  vvorfhippers  of  Lama, 
however,  do  not  require  reafon 
and  arguments  for  what  they  be- 
lieve ;  but  take  all  in  a  literal 
fenfe,    and   examine   no   farther; 


having  the  fame  notion  of  the 
Lama  as  the  Mongouls  had  of  the 
PopeJ. 

Prefter  John,  of  whom  we  have 
fpoken  above,  in  like  manner 
gave  rife  to  many  conjeftures  ;  the 
greateft:  part  of  which  are  fo  im- 
probable as  not  to  deferve  refuta- 
tion. We  will  begin  therefore  at 
once  by  that  method  which  feems 
to  promife  the  belt  elucidation  of 
the  matter. 

The  name  Pretre  Jean,  or  Juan, 
was  miftakenly  heard  by  the  firft 
Europeans  that  vifited  thefe  re- 
gions. And  their  fancy  working 
upon  it,  formed  many  extravagant 
ideas  which  were  received  and 
cheriftied  in  Europe.  Thefe  tra- 
vellers perceived  a  certain  refem- 
blance  between  the  found  of  a 
word  in  the  Mongolian  and  Ti- 
betan languages  with  that  of  a 
French,  Italian,  and  Portuguefe 
word.  Unufed  to  the  ftudy  of 
languages,  they  imagined  that 
fuch  words  as  had  a  fimilar  found 
muft  have  likewife  the  fame  figni- 
fication  in  the  language  of  Tibet 
and  of  the  Mongouls  which  they 
bore  in  fome  of  the  European. 
This  idea  being  once  received, 
many  fantaftical  etymologies  and 
fables  naturally  arofe,  as  that 
about  a  certain  Indian  Johanes 
Prefljyter,  &c. 

Among  all  the  etymologies, 
that  of  Scaliger  |j  feems  to  be  the 
moft  probable.  This  name,  ac- 
cording to  his  opinion,  came  from 
India,    and   properly    was    Prefte 


*  Others  relate,  that  they  keep  a  young  man  In  the  pagoda  during  the  life  of 
the  Dalai  Lama,  who  is  to  iucceed  him. 

f  Du  Halde,  torn.  IV.   p.  573. 

J  Rubniquis  fays,  that  in  his  travels  to  the  Greater  Trjrtary,  he  was  afked 
by  feveral  Mongouls  whether  the  Pope  was  really  five  hundred  years  old. 

K  De  emtndatJone  temporum,  p.  637. 

Jehan 
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Jehan  (Prefte  Giani ;  for  Gehan 
in  the  Perfian  and  Indian  lan- 
guages fignifies  the  luorU),  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay,  a  mejfenger  of 
the  ivorld ;  or  an  univerfal  apoftie. 
The  Neftorian  patriarchs  always 
appropriated  to  themfelves  the 
pompous  title  of  Catholicus*, 
which  fignifies,  as  every  one  knows, 
alraoft  the  fame  thing. 

Now,  if  we  can  admit  that  the 
miffionaries  of  the  Neftorians  came 
into  thefe  countries  (which  almoft 
every  competent  judge  in  fach 
matters  will  allow)  then  the  Nefto- 
rian patriarch  and  Prefter  John  are 
one  perfon  ;  at  leaft  according  to 
the  rules  of  etymology.  And  this 
Prefter  John  being  a  chriftian,  he 
muft  have  been  the  Catholicus  of 
the  Neftorians;  or  perhaps  only  a 
biftiop  fent  by  the  Catholicus,  who 
in  thefe  diftant  regions  affumed  a 
greater  title  than  was  ftriftly  due 
(o  him. 

In  the  purfuit  of  thefe  enquiries 
we  ftiall  find  this  Prefter  John,  or 
this  Neftorian  Catholicus,  to  be 
Jikewife  one  and  the  fame  with  the 
Dalai  Lama. 

Prefter  John  was  heard  of  earlier 
than  the  Dalai  Lama.  In  the 
country  of  the  Mongouls,  where 
Prefter  John  is  faid  to  have  for- 
merly refided,  they  knew  nothing 
about  a  Dalai  Lama  before  the 
time  of  Kajuk-khan,  one  of  the 
defcendants  of  Tfchingis-khan-J-. 
Among  the  Europeans,  Pere  An- 
drada  is  one  of  the  firft  who  men- 


tions him,  about  the  year  1624 J, 
and  Bernier  fpeaks  of  him  as  of  a 
ftrange  novelty[j. 

It  defervies  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  old  writers,  whilft  they  take 
notice  of  the  Neftorians  and  Prefter 
John,  fay  not  a  fyllable  of  the 
Dalai  Lama.  But  no  fooner  are 
they  become  acquainted  with  the 
Dalai  Lama,  than  they  ceafe  all 
mention  of  Prefter  John  and  the 
Neftorians  in  Mongolia  and  1  ibet. 

hW.  thefe  circumflances  feem 
fufliciently  to  prove  that  the  Ca- 
tholicus, Prefte  Gehan,  and  I^a- 
lai  §,  are  only  one  perfon. 


An  Account  of  the  Sufferings  of  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland,  in  the  Cam- 
paigns of  1776  and  1777,  in 
Canada. 

The  follo^wing  extraordinary  Ex- 
cmple  of  female  Excellence  is 
taken  from  Lieut  en  ant -General 
Burgoyne'j  State  of  the  Expe- 
dition into  Canada.  *  It  ixMuid 
exhibit  (fays  the  General)  ifnoell 
delineated,  an  interejiing  FiSure 
of  the  Spirit,  the  Enterpriae^ 
and  the  Dijlrefs  of  Romance, 
realized  and  regulated  upon  the 
chajle  and  fober  Principles  cf 
rational  Lo've  aud  connubial 
Duy.'  Indeed  one  cannot  <well 
imagine  the  Female  Frame  capa- 
ble of  fupporting  fuch  extremt 
Dijirefs ;   and  the  General  relates 

*  See  Diflertation  de  la  predication  de  la  foi  Chretienne  a  la  Chine,  par 
M.  Renaudot,  dans  les  anciennes  relations  des  Indes,  et  de  h  Chine,  p,  43}?, 
&  feqq. 

t  Rubruquis,  chap.  xix.     Marco  Paolo,  lib.  c.  ci.     Gaubi!,  p.  loc.  &  ia*. 

X  Du  Haldc;,  torn.  IV.  p.  576.  r        :>  -fs 

II  Voyages,  vol.  II.  p.  309. 

S  Dalai,  in  the  language  of  the  Mongouls,  fignifies  -z-fea,  or  cccan^  and  Jfl 
«  metaphorical  fignification,  an  immenfe  drftance. 

tkt 
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ihe  Story  in  a  Manner  that  does 
Honour  to  his  Feelings, 

LADY  Harriet  Ackland  had 
accompanied  her  hafband  to 
Canada  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1776.  In  the  courfe  of  that 
campaign  ihe  had  traverfed  a  vafl 
fpace  of  country,  in  different  ex- 
tremities of  feafons,  and  with  diffi- 
culties that  an  European  traveller 
will  not  eafily  conceive,  to  attend 
her  hufband,  in  a  poor  hut  at 
Chamblee,  upon  his  fick-bed. 

In  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
of  1777,  ihe  was  reflrained  from 
offering  herfelf  to  a  fhare  of  the 
hazard  expe£led  before  Ticon- 
deroga,  by  the  pofuive  injundtion 
of  her  hufband.  The  day  after 
the  conquefl  of  that  place,  he  was 
badly  wounded,  and  fhe  crofTed 
the  Lake  Champlain  to  join  him. 

As  foon  as  he  recovered.  Lady 
Harriet  proceeded  to  follow  his 
fortunes  through  the  campaign, 
and  at  Fort  Edward,  or  at  the 
next  camp,  fhe  acquired  a  two- 
wheel  tumbril,  which  had  been 
conftrufted  by  the  artillery,  fimilar 
to  the  carriage  ufed  for  the  mail 
upon  the  great  roads  of  England. 
Major  Ackland  commanded  the 
Britifh  grenadiers,  which  were 
attached  to  General  Frafer's  corps, 
and  confequently  were  the  mofl 
advanced  poll  of  the  army.  Their 
£tuations  were  often  fo  alert,  that 
noperfons  fleptout  of  their  clothes. 
In  one  of  thefe  fituations  a  tent,  in 
which  the  major  and  lady  Harriet 
were  afleep,  fuddeniy  took  fire. 
An  orderly  ferjeant  of  grenadiers, 
with  great  hazard  of  fufFocation, 
'dragged  out  the  firft  perfon  be 
caught  hold  of.  It  proved  to  be 
the  major.  It  happened,  that  in 
the    fame    inilant   fhe   had,    un- 


knowing what  fhe  did,  and  perhaps 
not  perfeftly  awake,  providentially 
made  her  efcape,  by  creeping  un- 
der the  walls  of  the  back  part  of 
the  tent.  The  firft  objeft  Oie  faw 
upon  the  recovery  of  her  fenfes, 
was  the  major  on  the  other  fide, 
and  in  the  fame  initani  again  in 
the  fire,  in  fearch  of  her.  The 
ferjeant  again  faved  him,  but  not 
without  the  major  being  very  fe- 
verely  burned  in  the  face  and  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body.  Every 
thing  they  had  with  them  in  the 
tent  was  confumed. 

This  accident  happened  a  little 
time  before  the  army  had  pafTed 
the  Hudfon's  river.  It  neither 
altered  the  refolution  nor  the 
chearfulnefs  of  lady  Harriet ;  and 
fhe  continued  her  progrefs,  a  par- 
taker of  the  fatigues  of  the  ad- 
vanced corps.  The  next  call  upoH 
her  fortitude  was  of  a  different 
nature,  and  more  diflrefsful,  as 
of  longer  fufpence.  On  the  march 
of  the  19th,  the  grenadiers  being 
liable  to  aftion  at  every  ftep,  fhe 
had  been  direfted  by  the  major  to 
follow  the  route  of  the  artillery 
and  baggage,  which  was  not  ex- 
pofed.  At  the  time  the  adion 
began,  fhe  found  herfelf  near  a 
fmall  uninhabited  hut,  where  (he 
alighted.  When  it  was  found  the 
adlion  was  becoming  general  and 
bloody,  the  furgeons  of  the  hof- 
pital  took  poflefTion  of  the  fame 
place,  as  the  mod  convenient  for 
the  firft  care  of  the  wounded. 
Thus  was  this  lady  in  hearing  of 
one  continued  fire  of  cannon  and 
mufketry,  for  fome  hours  together, 
with  the  prefumption,  from  the 
port  of  her  hufband  at  the  head  of 
the  grenadiers,  that  he  was  in  the 
moft  expofed  part  of  the  aftion. 
She  had  three  female  companions, 
lo  the 
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the  baronefs  of  Reidefel,  and  the 
^ives  of  two  Britifh  officers,  major 
Harnage  and  lieutenant  Reyneli  ; 
but  in  the  event  their  prefence 
ferved  but  little  for  comfort.  Ma- 
jor Harnage  was  foon  brought  to 
the  furgeons,  very  badly  wounded  ; 
and  a  little  while  after  came  intel- 
ligence that  lieutenant  Reyrfell  was 
Ihot  dead.  Imagination  will  want 
no  helps  to  figure  the  ftaie  of  the 
whole  groupe. 

From  the  date  of  that  aftion  to 
the  7th  of  Odober,  lady  Harriet, 
with  her  ufual  ferenity,  ftood  pre- 
pared for  new  trials  !  And  it  was 
her  lot  that  their  fevericy  increafed 
with  their  numbers.  She  was 
again  expofed  to  the  hearing  of 
the  whole  action,  and  at  lalt  re- 
ceived the  fhock  of  her  individual 
misfortune,  mixed  with  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  general  calamity  ; 
the  troops  were  defeated,  and  major 
Ackland,  defperately  wounded,  was 
a  prifoner. 

The  day  of  the  8th  was  pafled  by 
lady  Harriet  and  hqr  companions  in 
common  anxiety;  not  a  tent,  nor  a 
Ihed,  being  Handing,  except  what 
belonged  to  the  hofpical,  their  re- 
fuge was  among  the  wounded  and 
the  dying. 

I  foon  received  a  mefTage  from 
lidy  Harriet,  fubmitting  to  my  de- 
cifion  a  propofal  (and  exprefling  an 
earneft  folicitude  to  execute  it,  if 


not  interfering  with  my  defigns)  of 
pafling  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
and  requf^fting  general  Gates's  per- 
miffion  to  attend  her  hufband. 

Though  I  was  ready  to  believe 
(for  1  had  experienced)  that  pa- 
tience and  fortitude,  in  a  fiipreme 
degree,  were  to  be  found,  as  well 
as  every  virtue,  under  the  mod: 
tender  forms,  I  was  aftonilhed  at 
this  propofal.  After  fo  long  aa 
agitation  of  the  fpirits,  exhaufted 
not  only  for  want  of  reft,  but  ab- 
folutely  want  of  food,  drenched 
in  rains  for  twelve  hours  together, 
that  a  woman  Ihould  be  capable  of 
fuch  an  undertaking  as  delivering 
herfelf  to  the  enemy,  probably  in 
the  night,  and  uncertain  of  what 
hands  {he  might  fall  into,  ap- 
peared an  effort  above  human  na- 
ture. The  affiftance  I  was  enabled 
to  give  was  fmall  indeed;  I  had 
not  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offer 
her;  but  I  was  told  Ihe  had  found, 
from  fome  kind  and  fortunate 
hand,  a  little  rum  and  dirty  water. 
All  I  could  furnilh  to  her  was  an 
open  boat  and  a  few  lines,  writtea 
upon  dirty  and  wet  paper,  to  ge-' 
neral  Gates,  recommending  her  to 
his  protection. 

Mr.  Brudenell,  the  chaplain  to 
the  artillery  (the  fame  gentleman 
who  had  officiated  fo  fignally  at 
general  Frafer's  funeral  *  )  readily 
undertook  to  accompany  her,  and 

witli 


*  The  circiimftances  attending  the  fiineril  of  this  brave  officer  were  very- 
remarkable : — Early  in  the  morning  general  Frafer  breathed  his  iaft-r-and  with 
the  kindeft  expreffions  of  his  affeflion  his  laft  requeft  v/a$  brought  to  me,  that 
he  might  be  carried  without  parade  by  the  Ibkliers  of  his  corps  to  the  great  re-» 
doubt,  and.buried  there. 

About  (uii-fet  the  body  of  general  Frafer  was  brought  up  the  hill,  attended 
onlv  by  the  officers  who  had  lived  in  his  family.  To  arrive  at  the  redoubt,  it 
paffed  within  view  of  the  greateft  part  of  both  armies.  General  Philips,  general 
"Kcideltl,  and  mylelf,  who  were  Iknding  together,  were  ftruck  with  the,  humi- 
lity of  the  proctffion  :  they,  -who  were  ignorant  that  privacy  had  been  requefted, 
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jeftofthem  was  a  woman  ;  of  the 
moft  tender  and  delicate  frame;  of 
the  gentled  manners,  habituated 
to  all  the  foft  elegances,  and  re- 
fined enjoyment,  that  attend  high 
birth  and  fortune ;  and  far  ad- 
vanced in  a  ftaie  in  which  the  ten- 
der cares,  always  due  to  the  fex, 
become  indifpenfably  neceflary. 
Her  mind  alone  was  formed  fof 
fuch  trials ! 

Tranjlation  of  a  Jhort  ExtraH  front 
a  Journal  kept  by  C  P.  Thun- 
berg,  M.  D.  during  his  Voyage 
to,  and  Rejidence  in,  the  Empire  of 
Japan,  in  a  Letter  addrejfed  to  the 
P.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Philof.  Tranf.  VoL  69.] 
SIR, 

DURING  my  Ihort  refidence 
in  London,  where  you  did 
me  the  honour  of  introducing  me 
to  many  men  of  learning,  con- 
verfations  frequently  arofe,  in 
which  queftions  were  afked  of  me 
concerning  the  empire  of  Japan  : 
to  thefe  I  could  at  that  time  give 
anfwers  only  from  memory;  but, 
having  now  got  po/Teffion  of  my 
papers,  I  have  drawn  out,  for  the 
farther  fatisfadlion  of  the  Royal 
Society,      and      your     particular 

might  conftrue  it  into  negkS.     We  could  neither  endure  that  refiefl Ion,  nor  in- 
deed refti:a^!fl-  our  natural  propenfity  to  pay  our  laft  attention  to  his  remains. 

The  inceflant  cannonade  during  the  folemnity  ;  the  fteady  attitude  and  unal- 
tered voice  with  which  the  chaplain  officiated,  though  frequently  covered  with 
duft,  which  the  fiiot  threw  up  on  all  fides  of  him  j  the  mute  but  expreflive  mix- 
ture of  fenlibility  and  indignation  upon  every  countenance  :  thefe  olijefls  will 
J-emain  to  the  laft  of  life  upon  the  minds  of  every  man  \vho  was  prefent.  The 
growing  dufkinefs  added  to  the  icencryj  aiul  the  whole  marked  a  chara<?ter  of 
that  junclure,  that  would  make  one  of  the  fineft  fubjefts  for  the  pencil  of  a 
mafter  that  the  field  ever  exhibited.  To  the  canvafs,  and  to  the  faithful  page 
of  a  mo^e  importint  hiftorian,  gallant  friend,  I  confign  thy  memory  !  There 
may  thy  talentsj  thy  manly  virtues,  their  progrefs  and  tiieir  period,  find  due 
diflindlion  ;  and  long  may  they  fuivive  !— long -alter  the  frail  record  of  my  pen 
fliall  be  forgotten, 

friends. 


with  one  female  fervant,  and  the 
major's  valet-de-chambre  (who  had 
a  ball,  which  he  had  received  in 
the  late  adion,  then  in  his  Ihoulder) 
file  rowed  down  the  river  to  meet 
the  enemy.  But  her  diftrefles  were 
not  yet  to  end.  The  night  was  ad- 
vanced before  the  boat  reached  the 
enemy's  Out-pofts,  and  the  centi- 
nel  would  not  let  it  pafs,  nor  even 
come  on  fhore.  In  vain  Mr.  Bru- 
denell  offered  the  flag  of  truce,  and 
Tcprefented  the  ftate  of  the  extra- 
ordinary paflenger.  The  guard, 
apprehenfive  of  treachery,  and 
punftilious  to  their  orders,  threat- 
ened to  fire  into  the  boat  if  they 
itirred  before  day-light.  Her  anxi- 
ety and  fufferings  were  thus  pro- 
trafted  through  feven  or  eight  dark 
and  cold  hours  ;  and  her  refleftions 
upon  that  firft  reception  could  not 
give  her  very  encouraging  ideas  of 
the  treatment  fhe  was  afterwards 
to  expedl.  But  it  is  due  to  juftice 
at  the  dofe  of  this  adventure  to  fay, 
that  fhe  was  received  and  accom- 
modated by  general  Gates  with  all 
the  humanity  and  refpeft  that  her 
tank,  her  merits,  and  her  fortunes 
deferved. 

Let  fuch  as  are  afFefted  by  thefe 
circumftances  of  alarm,  hardlhip, 
and  danger,  recollect,  that  the  fub- 
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friends,  the  following  Ihort  ex- 
tract of  a  journal  which  I  kept 
regularly  during  a  refidence  of 
fixteea  months  in  that  diltant 
country. 

To  you.  Sir,  it  is  already 
known,  that  I  was  fent  out  by  the 
diredlors  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  at 
Amfterdam,  and  fome  other  emi- 
nent men  of  that  place;  firll  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
thence  to  Japan  :  in  order  toinvef- 
tigate  the  natural  hiltory  of  thofe 
countries,  and  to  fend  from  thence 
feeds  and  living  plants  of  unknown 
kinds,  for  the  ufe  of  their  collec- 
tions in  Holland.  At  the  firll  of 
thefc  places  I  refided  three  years  ; 
and  during  that  time  had  the  good 
fortune  to  obferve  and  defcribe 
many  new  fpecies  both  of  animals 
and  vegetables. 

In  the  year  1775  I  failed  from 
thence  for  Batavia,  and  after  a 
ihort  ftay  there,  embarked  on 
board  a  Dutch  ftiip,  called  Sta- 
venifle,  bound  for  Japan,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Blyenburg»  On  the 
21ft  of  June,  we  failed  and  paffed 
Pulo  Sapatoo,  the  coaft  of  China, 
and  the  ifland  Formofa.  On  the 
13th  of  Auguft  we  made  the  land 
of  Japan,  and  the  day  after  were 
off  the  harbour  of  Nagafacci,  the 
only  one  in  that  empire  where 
foreign  (hips  are  allowed  to  an- 
chor. 

During  this  paffage  we  met 
with  fevere  gales  of  wind,  in  one 
of  which  the  Blyenburg,  having  re- 
ceived much  damage  in  her  mafts, 
parted  company,  and  (as  we, after- 
wards learned)  was  obliged  to  go 
back  to  Canton,  to  refit. 

We  failed  into  the  harbour  of 
Nagafacci  with  our  colours  flying, 
and  faluted  the  Papenburg,  the  em- 
psror's  and  emprefs's  guard,  and 


the  town  itfelf.  During  this  time 
there  came  on  board  of  us  two 
over  banjofes,  feveral  interprteters, 
and  inferior  officers,  and  fome 
people  belonging  to  the  Dutch 
faftory. 

Thefe  over  banjofes  may  be 
compared  to  the  mandarins  of 
China :  a  place  is  prepared  for 
them  upon  the  fhip's  deck,  and 
fome  of  them  (for  they  are  fre- 
quently changed)  muft  be  prefent 
when  any  thing  is  taken  out  of,  or 
received  into,  her.  1  hey  infpeft 
every  thing,  mufter  the  people, 
give  paffpoi  ts  to  fuch  as  go  on  ihore, 
and  every  day  report  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Nagafacci  the  proceedings 
on  board. 

The  attention  and  care  with 
which  thefe  gentlemen  execute  thp 
orders  iffued  by  the  Imperial  Court 
in  1-75  is  well  worthy  of  relation. 
The  moft  minute  articles  which 
are  carried  out  of  a  (hip  undergo  a 
jealous  infpedion,  both  when  they 
are  put  into  the  boats,  and  whea 
they  are  landed  from  them  ;  and 
the  fame  caution  is  ufed  in  enbark- 
ing  goods  from  the  fhore. 

Bedding  is  ripped  open,  and 
the  very  feathers  examined  ;  chefts 
are  not  only  emptied  of  their  con- 
tents, but  the  boards  of  which 
they  are  made  are  fearched,  left 
contraband  goods  Ihould  be  con- 
cealed in  their  fubftance.  Pots  of 
fvveetmeats  and  of  butter  are  ftirred 
round  with  an  iron  flcewer.  Our 
cheefes  had  a  more  narrow  in- 
fpeclion  ;  a  large  hole  was  cut  into 
the  middle  of  each,  and  a  knife 
thruft  into  the  fides  of  it  in  every 
direftion  :  even  the  eggs  w.ere  not 
exempted  from  fufpicion  ;  many  of 
them  were  broken,  left  they  Ihould 
conceal  contraband  goods  withia 
thent; 

Fa;  Ourfelves, 
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Ourfelves,  from  the  highcft  to 
the  loweft,  underwent  the  fame 
fufpicious  fcrutiny  whenever  we 
went  from  or  returned  on  board 
the  (hip.  Our  backs  were  firft 
ftroked  down  by  the  hand  of  the 
infpeftor  ;  our  fides,  bellies,  and 
thighs,  were  then  in  like  manner 
examined ;  fo  that  it  was  next  to 
impoffible  that  any  thing  could  be 
concealed. 

Formerly  they  werfe  lefs  exaft 
in  this  vifuation  5  the  chief  of  the 
fadtory  and  captain  of  the  vcflel 
were  even  exempted  from  it.  This 
privilege  they  ufed  in  its  utmoll 
extent :  each  drefTcd  himfelf  in  a 
^reat  coat,  in  which  were  two 
Jarge  pockets,  or  rather  facks,  for 
the  reception  of  contraband  goods, 
and  they  generally  paffed  back- 
wards and  forwards  three  times 
a  day. 

Abufes  of  this  nature  irritated 
the  Japan  government  fo  much, 
that  they  refolved  to  make  new 
regulations.  For  fome  time  they 
found,  that  the  more  dexterity 
they  ufed  in  detecting  the  tricks  of 
the  Europeans,  the  more  dex- 
troufly  they  contrixed  to  evade 
them  :  at  laft,  however,  by  re- 
peated trials,  they  have  fo  com- 
pleatly  abridged  their  liberties, 
that'  it  13.  now  almoll,  if  not  ab- 
ioiutcly,  impoifible  to  fmuggle  any 
thing. 

'J^he  complexions  of  the  Japanefe 
are  in  general  yellowiih,  although 
forhe  few,  generally  women,  are 
almoft  white.  I'heir  narrow  eyes 
and  high  eye- brews  are  like  thofe 
cf  theChinefe  and  Tartars.  'I'heir 
nofes,  though  not  flat,  are  ihorter 
and  thicker  than  ours.  Their  hair 
is  univerfally  black  ;  and  luch  a 
fainenefs  of  falhion  rejgns^through 
this  whole  erapire,  that  the  head- 


drefs  is  the  fame  from  the  emperof 
to  the  peafant. 

The  mode  of  the  men's  head- 
drefs  is  fingular  ;  the  middle  part 
of  their  heads,  from  the  forehead 
very  far  back,  is  clofe  fliaven  ;  the 
hair  remaining  round  the  temples 
and  nape  of  the  neck  is  turned  up 
and  tied  upon  the  top  of  the  head 
into  a  kind  of  brulh,  about  as 
long  as  a  finger  ;  this  bru(h  is 
again  lapped  round  with  white 
thread,  and  bent  a  little  back- 
wards. 

The  women  preferve  all  their 
hair,  and,  drawing  it  together  on 
the  top  of  the  h»ad,  roll  it  round 
a  loop,  and  faftening  it  down  with 
pins,  to  which  ornaments  are  affix- 
ed/draw out  the  fides  till  they  ap- 
pear like  little  wings ;  behind  this 
a  comb  is  fluck  in. 

Phyficians  and  priefls  are  the 
only  exception  to  the  general 
fafiiion  ;  they  fliave  their  heads 
intirely,  and  are  by  that  means 
diftinguilhed  from  the  reft  of  the 
people. 

The  faihion  of  their  cloaths  has 
alfo  remained  the  fame  from  the 
higheft  antiquity.  They  confilt 
of  one  or  more  loofe  gowns,  tied 
about  the  middle  with  a  fafh  ;  the 
women  wear  them  much  longer 
than  the  men,  and  dragging  on  the 
grviund.  In  funimerthey  are  very 
thin  ;  but  in  winter  quilted  with 
filk  or  cotton  wadding. 

People  of  rank  have  them  made 
of  filk;  the  lower  clafs  of  cotton 
fluffs.  Women  generally  wear  a 
greater  number  of  them  than  men, 
and  have  ihem  more  ornamented, 
often  with  gold  or  filver  flowers 
woven  into  the  fluff. 

Thefe  gowrs  are  generally  left 
open  at  the  breafl ;  their  fleeves 
are  very  wide,    but  partly  fcwed 

up 


CHARACTERS, 


69 


up  in  front,  fo  as  to  make  a  kind 
of  pocket,  into  which  they  can 
eafily  put  their  hands,  and  in  this 
fhey  generally  carry  papers,  or 
fuch  like  light  things. 

Men  of  confequence  are  diftin- 
guiOied  from  thofe  of  inferior  rank 
by  a  Ihort  jacket  of  thin  black 
ilufF,  which  is  worn  over  their 
gowns,  and  trowfers  open  oq  the 
fides,  but  fewed  together  near  the 
bottom,  which  take  in  their  fkirts. 
^ome  ufe  drawers,  but  all  have 
their  legs  naked.  They  wear 
fandals  of  ftraw,  faftened  to  their 
feet  by  a  bow  pafling  over  the  in- 
&ep,  and  a  llring  which  paffes  be- 
tween the  great  toe  and  that  next 
^o  it,  fixing  to  the  bow.  In  win- 
ter they  have  focks  of  linen,  and 
jn  rainy  or  dirty  weather,  wooden 
(hoes. 

They  never  cover  their  heads 
l)ijt  on  a.  journey,  when  they  ufe  a 
conical  cap  made  of  ftraw  ;  at  other 
times  they  defend  themfelves  from 
the  fun  or  the  fain  by  fans  or  um- 
brellas. 

In  their  fafh  they  faften  the 
fabre,  fan,  and  tobacco-pipe ;  the 
fabre  always  on  the  left  fide,  and 
(contrary  to  our  European  cuftom) 
with  the  (harp  edge  uppermoft. 
Thofe  who  are  in  public  employ- 
pients  wear  two,  the 'one  confidcr- 
ab!y  longer  than   the  other. 

Their  houfes  are  built  with  up- 
right ports,  crofled  and  wattled 
with  bamboo,  plaiftered  both 
without  aftd  within,  and  white- 
wafhed.  They  generally  have  two 
Tories  ;  but  the  uppermoft  is  low, 
^nd  feldom  inhabited.  The  roofs 
are  covered  with  pantiles,  large 
^nd  heavy,  but  neatly  made.  The 
floors  are  elevated  two  feet  froni 
the  ground,  and  covered  with 
planks.     On   the.^e  are  laid   mats 


which  are  double,  and  filled  wit^^ 
ftraw  three  or  four  inches  thick. 
The  whole  houfe  confifts  of  onp 
large  room  j  but  may  be  divided 
at  pleafure  into  feveral  fmaller,  by 
partitions  made  with  frames  of 
wood,  filled  up  with  painted  pa- 
per, that  fix  into  grooves  made 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  floor  and 
cieling.  The  windows  are  alfo 
frames  of  wood,  divided  into 
fquares,  filled  up  wifh  very  thin 
white  paper,  tranfparent  enough, 
to  anfwer  tolerably  well  the  pur- 
pofe of  glafs. 

They  have  no  furniture  in  their 
rooms  ;  n'.ither  tables,  chairs, 
ftools,  benches,  cupboards,  or  even 
beds.  Their  cuftoni  is  to  fit  dowr^ 
on  their  heels  upon  the  mats, 
which  are  always  ^foft  and  clean. 
Their  victuals  are  ferved  up  to 
therti  on  a  low  board,  raifed  but  a 
few  inches  from  the  floor,  and  one 
difh  only  at  a  time.  Mirrors  they 
have,  but  never  fix  theni  lip  ia 
their  houfes  as  ornamental  furni- 
ture ;  they  are  made  of  a  com- 
pound metal,  and  ufed  only  af 
their  toilets. 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of 
their  winters,  which  oblige  them 
to  wal-m  their  houfes  from  Novem- 
ber to  March,  they  have  neither 
fire-places  nor  ftoves ;  inftead  of 
thefe  they  ufe  large  copper  pot$ 
ilanding  upon  legs;  thefe  are  lined 
on  the  infide  with  loam,  on  which 
afties  are  laid  to  fome  depth,  and 
charcoal  lighted  upon  them,  which 
feems  to  be  prepared  in  fome  man- 
ner which  renders  the  fumes  of  it 
not  at  all  dangerous. 

The  Portuguefe,  in  all  pro- 
bability, firft  introduced  the  uf^ 
of  tobacco  into  Japan :  however, 
be  that  as  it  niay,  they  ufe  it  now 
with  great  frugality,  thouglj  both 

F  3  fexes. 
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iexes,  old  and  young,  continually  Their  penal  laws  are  very  fc. 
fmoke  it,  blowing  out  the  fmoke  vere  ;  but  punifhments  are  feldom 
through  their  nollrils.  The  firft  inflided.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
compliment  offered  to  a  Itranger  country  where  fewer  crimes  againft 
in  their  houfes  is  a  difh  of  tea  and  fociety  are  committed. 
ft  pipe  of  tobacco.  Their  pipes  Their  ufa'ge  of  names  differs 
have  mouth- pieces  and  bowls  of  from  that  of  all  other  nations, 
brafs  or  white  copper.  The  hollow  The  family  name  is  never  made 
of  the  bowl  is  fo  fmall  as  fcarce  to  ufe  of  but  in  figning  folemn  con- 
contain  an  ordinary  pea.  The  to-  trails,  and  the  particular  name  by 
bacco  is  cut  as  fine  as  a  hair,  about  which  individuals  are  diftinguiflied 
a  finger's  length,  and  is  rolled  up  in  converfation  varies  according  to 
in  fmall  balls  like  pills,  to  fit  the  the  age  or  filuation  of  the  perfon 
froall  hollow  in  the  bowl  of  the  vvho  makes  ufe  of  it  :  fo  that 
pipe  ;  which  pills,  as  they  can  laft  fometimes  the  fame  perfon  is,  ia 
but  for  a  few  whiffs,  muft  be  very  his  life- time,  known  by  five  or  fiof. 
frequently  renewed.  different  names. 

Fans    are    ufed   by   both    fexes  They  reckon  their  age  by  even 
equally,  and  are,  wichin  or  with- 
out doors,  their  infeparable  com- 
panions. 

The  whole  nation  are  naturally 
cleanly  ;     every    houfe,     whether 

public  or  private,  has  a  bath,  of  even  thpMgh  he  has  not  been  born 

which   coni-ant   and    daily    ufe  is  many  days. 


years,  not  regarding  whether  they 
v/ere  bom  *t  ihe  beginning  or  the 
end  of  a  year,  fo  that  a  child  13 
faid  to  be  a  year  old  on  the  new 
year's    day   next    after    his    birth. 


made  by  the  whole  family. 

You    feldora   meet    a   man   who 

has   not    his    mark   imprinted    on 

.the  ileeves  and  back  of  his  deaths, 

in   the  fame  colour  in  which  the 


Commerce  and  manufadurcs 
flouriOt  here,  though,  as  thefe 
people  have  few  wants,  ihey  are 
not  carried  to  the  extent  which  we 
fee  in  Europe.     Agriculture  is  fo 


pattern  is  printed  ;  white  fpots  are  vvell   underftood,    that    the   whole 

left   in    manufacturing   them,  for  country,  even  to  the  tops  of  the 

the    purpofe    of    inferting    thefe  hills,   is   cultivated.     They    trade 

marks.  with  no  foreigners  but  the  Dutch 

Obedience   to  parents   and  re-  and  Chinefe,   and   in   both    cafes 

{pe&.  to  fuperiors   is  the  chara(5le-  with  companies  of  privileged  mer- 

riftic  of  this  nation  :  it  is  pleafing  chants.    The  Dutch  export  copper 

to  fee   the  refpedl  with  which  in-  and  raw  carophire,  for  which  they 

feiiors   treat  thofe  of  high  rank;  give  in  return   fugar,  ripe  cloves, 

if  they   meet  them    abroad,   they  fappan    wood,   ivory,    tin,    lead, 

ilop  till  they  have  pkffed  by  ;  if  in  tortoife-fhell,  chintzs,  and    a  few 

a  houfe,  thty   keep  at  a  diftance,  trifles  more. 

bowing  their  heads  to  the  ground.  As  the  Dutch  company  do  not 
Their  falutations  and  converfations  pay  duty  in  Japan,  either  on  their 
between  equals  abound  alfo  with  exports  or  imports,  they  fend  an 
civility  and  politenefs  ;  to  this  annual  prefent  to  the  court, -con- 
children  are  early  accuHomed  by  fifting  of  cloth,  chintzs,  fuccotas, 
the  example  of  their  parents.  cottons,  ftuffs,  and  trinkets. 

I  had 
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I  had  the  fatisfa£Hon  to  attend 
the  ambaffkdor,  who  was  intrufted 
with  thefe  prefents,  on  his  journey 
to  Jeddo,  the  capital  of  this  vaft 
empire,  fituated  at  an  immenfe  dif- 
tance  from  Nagafacci,  a  journey  on 
which  three  Europeans  only  are 
permitted  to  go,  attended  by  two 
hundred  Japanefe  at  leaft. 

We  left  our  little  ifland  of  De- 
zima,  and  the  town  of  Nagafacci, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1776,  and 
travelled  through  Cocora  to  Simo- 
nofeki,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
1 2th,  and  found  a  vefTel  prepared 
for  us ;  we  embarked  on  board  her, 
and  coafted  along  to  Fiogo.  From 
thence  we  travelled  by  land  to 
Ofacca,  one  of  the  principal  com- 
mercial towns  in  the  empire.  At 
this  place  we  remained  the  8th  and 
9th  of  April,  and  on  the  loth  ar- 
rived at  Miaco,  the  refidence  of 
the  Dairi,  or  ecclefiaftical  empe- 
ror. Here  we  alfo  flayed  two 
days ;  but  after  that  made  the  bell 
of  our  way  to  Jeddo,  where  we  ar- 
rived on  the  ift  of  May. 

We  were  carried  by  men  in  a 
kind  of  palankins,  called  nori- 
inons,  covered,  and  provided  with 
windows.  The  prelents  alfo  and 
our  provifions  were  carried  on 
men's  (houlders,  except  a  few 
articles,  which  were  loaded  on 
pack-horfes.  The  Japanefe  offi- 
cers who  attended  us  provided  us 
with  every  thing,  Co  that  our  jour- 
ney was  by  no  means  trouble- 
fome. 


On  the  1 8th  we  had  an  Audience 
of  the  cubo,  or  temporal  emperor, 
of  the  heir-apparent,  and  of  t-he 
twelve  fenators  ;  the  day  following, 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  governors,  the 
governors  of  the  town,  and  other 
high  officers.  On  the  23d  we  had 
our  audience  of  leave.  We  left 
Jeddo  on  the  26th  of  May,  and 
arrived  at  Miaco  on  the  7th  of 
June.  Here  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  emperor's  viceroy,  to  whom 
we  alfo  made  prefents,  as  we  were 
not  allowed  to  fee  the  dairi,  or 
ecclefiaftical  emperor.  On  the 
nth  we  procured  leave  to  walk 
about  the  town,  and  vifit  the  tem- 
ples and  principal  buildings.  In 
the  evening  we  fet  out  for  Ofacca, 
which  town  we  were  alfo  permitted 
to  view,  which  we  did  on  the 
13th. 

We  faw  temples,  theatres,  and 
many  curious  buildings  ;  but, 
above  all,  the  manufaftory  of  cop- 
per, which  is  melted  here,  and  no 
where  elfe  in  the  empire. 

On  the  14th  we  had  an  audlenc<i 
of  the  governors  of  this  town  ;  af- 
ter which  we  refumed  our  journey 
to  Fiogo,  where  we  again  embark- 
ed on  the  18th,  and  proceeded  by 
fea  to  Simonofeki,  from  whence  we 
arrived  on  the  23d  at  Cocota,  and 
from  thence  were  carried  in  nori- 
mons  to  Nagafacci,  and  arrived  at 
our  little  ifland  Dezima  on  the  laft 
day  of  June,  after  an  abfence  of 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  days. 
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\^a  Jccount  of  the  Eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius,  'which  ha  pened  in, 
Augufi  1779.  From  Sir  William 
HamWton's  Letter  to  Mr.  Banks, 
P.R.S. 

Naples,  Oft.  i,  1779. 

THE  late  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  was  of  fo  fingular 
a  nature,  fo  very  violent  and  alarm 
ing,  that  it  neceffarily  attraded  the 
attention  of  every  one,  not  only  in 
its  immediate  neighbourhood,  but 
for  many  miles  around  ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  feveral  flight  defcrip- 
tions  of  it  have  been  already  hand- 
ed about,  and  fome  (as  I  am  inform- 
ed) more  accurate  and  circumilan- 
tiai  are  preparing  for  the  prefs  *". 

That  on  which  the  Abbot  Bottis 
IS  aflually  employed,  by  command 
pf  his  Sicilian  majelly,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  executed  with  the 
fame  accuracy,  truth,  and  preci- 
ijon,  as  have  rendered  that  author's 
former  publications  upon  the  fub- 
jedi  of  Mount  Vefuvius  fo  univer- 
fally  and  defervedly  efteemed. 

Such  a  publication,  executed 
with  magnificence  in  the  royal 
printing-office,  may,  perhaps,  ren- 
der every  other  account  of  the  late 
eruption  fiiperfluous :  neverthelefs. 


I  fliould  think  myfelf  in  fome  de- 
gree guilty  of  a  negleft  towards 
the  Royal  Society,  who  have  done 
fo  much  honour  to  my  former  com- 
munications, if  I  did  not,  through 
the  refpeftable  canal  of  its  worthy 
prefident,  and  my  good  friend, 
fjmply  relate  to  them  fuch  remark- 
able circumftances  as  attended  the 
late  tremendous  cxplofions  o£ 
Mount  Vefuvius,  and  as  eithfer 
came  immediately  under  my  own 
infpcftion,  or  have  been  related  to 
me  by  fuch  good  authority  as  can-' 
not  be  called  in  queftion. 

Since  the  great  eruption  of  lySy, 
of  which  I  had  the  honour  of  giv- 
ing a  particular  account  to  the  Roy- 
al Society,  Vefuvius  has  never  been 
hee  from  fmoke,  nor  ever  many 
months  without  throwing  up  red- 
hot  fcorije,  which  increafing  to  a.. 
certain  degree,  were  ufually  fol- 
lowed by  a  current  of  liquid  lava, 
and  except  in  the  erCiption  of  1777^ 
thofe  lavas  broke  out  nearly  from 
tjie  fame  fpot,  and  ran  much  ia 
the  fame  djreftjion,  as  that  of  thq 
famouis  eruption  of  1767.  ,    j 

No  lefs  than  nine  fuch  eruptions 
are  recorded  here  fince  the  great 
one    above-mentioned,   and    fomq 


*  The  inhabitants  of  this  great  city  in  general  give  fo  little  attention  to 
Mount  Vfciuvius,  though  in  full  view  of  the  greatrft  part  of  it,  that  I  am  well 
convinced  niariy  of  its  eruptions  pafs  totally  unnoticed  by  at  leail  tvvo-thirds  of 
them, 

of 
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of  them  were  confiderable.  I  never 
failed  vificing  thofe  lavas  whilll 
t'hey  were  in  full  force,  and  as 
conftantly  examined  them  and  the 
crater  of  the  volcano  after  the 
ceafing  of  each  eruption*. 

It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of 
what  has  been  defcribed  in  my 
former  letters  on  this  fubje(^,  were 
I  to  relate  my  remarks  on  thofe 
different  expeditions.  The  lavas, 
when  they  either  boiled  over  the 
crater,  or  broke  out  from  the  co- 
jiical  parts  of  the  volcano,  con- 
ftantly formed  channels  as  regular 
as  if  they  had  been  cut  by  art  down 
the  lleep  part  of  the  mountain, 
and,  whillt  in  a  ftate  of  perfeft 
fufion,  continued  their  courfe  in 
thofe  channels,  which  were  fome- 
times  full  to  the  brim,  and  at  other 
times  more  or  lefs  fo,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  matter  in  motion. 

Thefe  channels,  upon  examina- 
tion after  an  eruption,  I  have 
found  to  be  in  general  from  two  to 
Jive  or  fix  feet  wide,  and  feven  or 
eight  feet  deep.  They  were  often 
hid  from  the  fight  by  a  quantity  of 
fcoria;  that  had  formed  a  cruft  over 
them,  and  the  lava  having  been 
conveyed  in  a  covered  way  for  fome 
yards,  came  out  frefh  again  into 
an  open  channel.  After  "an  erup- 
tion 1  have  walked  in  fbme  of  ihofe 
fubterraneous  or  covered  galleries, 
which  were   exceedingly    curiotfs, 


the  fides,  top,  and  bottom,  being 
worn  perfeftly  fijiooth  and  even  ia 
moft  parts  by  the  yiolence  of  the 
currents  of  the  red-hpt  lavas,  which 
they  had  conveyed  for  tnany  weeks 
fucceffively ;  in  others,  the  lava 
had  incrufted  the  fides  of  thoXe 
channels  with  fome  very  extraor- 
dinary fcorjas:  beautifully  ramifie4 
white  faltsf ,  in  the  form  of  drop- 
ping flalaftites,  were  alfo  attachetj 
to  many  parts  of  the  ceiling  of 
thofe  galleries.  It  is  imagined 
here,  that  the  falts  of  Vefuvius  are 
chiefly  ammoniac,  though  oftea 
tinged  with  green,  deep,  or  pale 
yellow,  by  the  vapour  of  various 
minerals. 

In  the  month  of  May  laft,  there 
was  a  confiderable  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  when  i  pafTed  a 
night  on  the  mountain  in  the  com« 
pany  of  one  of  my  countrymen,  as 
eager  as  myfelf  in  the  purfuit  of 
this  branch  of  natural  hiftory  J. 

We  faw  the  operation  of  the 
lava,  in  the  channels  as  above- 
mentioned,  in  the  greateft  per- 
feftion  ;  but  it  was,  indeed,  owing 
to  our  perfeverance,  and  fome  de- 
gree of  refolution.  After  the  lava 
had  quitted  its  regular  channels^ 
it  fpread  itfelf  in  the  valley,  and, 
being  loaded  with  fcorias,  raa 
gently  on,  like  a  river  that  had 
been  frozen,  and  had  mafTes  of  ice 
floating  on  it:  the  wind  changing 


*  The  laft  viiU  to  the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  which  was  In  the  month  of  May, 
I779>  was  my  fiFry-eighth,  and  to  be  iure  J  have  been  four  times  as  often  on 
pans  of  the  mountain,  without  climbing  to  its  lummit,  and  alter  all  am  not 
aftiamed  to  own,  that  I  comprehend  very  little  of  the  wonders  I  have  feen  in 
this  great  laboratory  of  Nature;  yet  there  have  been  Natiiralifts  of  fuch  a  won- 
derful penetrating  genius  as  to  have  thought  themfelves  fuQiciently  qualified  to 
t^ccount  for  every  hidden  phenomenon  ot  Vefuviu»,  after  having,  literally  fpesk- 
jng,  given  the  volcano  un  coup  d'a^i/. 

t  I  fent  a  large  fpecimen  of  this  curioiw  volcanic  produi\Ion  to  the  Britiih 
Mufeum  iaft  year. 

J  Mr.  Bowdler,  of  Bath,  ' 

•'    '  when 
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when  we  were  clofe  to  this  gentle 
Hream  of  lava,  which  might  be 
about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  in  breadth, 
incommoded  us  fo  much  with  its 
heat  and  fmoke,  that  we  mult  have 
returned  without  having  fatisfied 
our  curiofity,  had  not  our  guide  * 
propofed  the  expedient  of  walking 
acrofs  it,  which,  to  our  aftonifh- 
ment,  he  inftantly  put  in  exe- 
cution, and  with  fo  little  difficulty, 
that  we  followed  him  without  hc- 
iication,  having  felt  no  other  in- 
conveniency  than  what  proceeded 
from  the  violence  of  the  heat  on 
our  legs  and  feet ;  the  crull  of  the 
lava  was  fo  tough,  befides  being 
loaded  with  cinders  and  fcoriae, 
that  our  weight  made  not  the  leall 
impreffion  on  it ;  and  its  motion 
wasfo  flow,  that  we  were  not  in 
any  danger  of  lofing  our  balance, 
and  falling  on  it :  however,  this 
experiment  fl^ould  not  be  tried, 
fxcept  in  cafes  of  real  necefFity ; 
and  I  mention  it  with  no  other 
view  than  to  point  out  a  poffibility 
of  efcaping,  (hould  any  one  here'- 
after,  upon  fuch  an  expedition  as 
ours,  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
jnclofed  between  two  currents  of 
lava. 

Having  thus  got  rid  of  the 
troublefome  heat  and  fmoke,  we 
coafted  the  river  of  lava  and  its 
channels  up  to  its  very  fource, 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
crater.  The  liquid  and  red-hot 
matter  bubbled  Up  violently,  with 
a  hilling  and  crackling  noife,  like 
that  which  attends  the  playing  oiF 


of  an  artificial  firework,  and  by 
the  continual  fplafhing  up  of  th« 
vitrified  matter,  a  kind  of  arch  or 
dome  was  formed  over  the  crevice 
from  whence  the  lava  iflued.  It 
was  cracked  in  many  parts,  and 
appeared  red-hot  within,  like  an 
heated  oven  :  this  hollowed  hillock 
might  be  about  fifteen  feet  high, 
and  the  lava  that  ran  from  under 
it  was  received  into  a  regular  chan- 
nel, raifed  upon  a  fort  of  wall  of 
fcoria:  and  cinders,  almoft  perpen- 
dicularly, of  about  the  height  of 
eight  or  ten  feet,  refembling  much 
an  ancient  aqueduft. 

We  then  went  up  to  the  crater 
of  the  volcano,  in  which  we  found, 
as  ufual,  a  little  mountain  throw- 
ing fcorise  and  red-hot  matter  with 
loud  cxplofions;  but  the  fmokc 
and  fmell  of  fulphur  was  fo  into- 
lerable, that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  quitting  that  curious 
fpot  with  the  utmoit  precipitation. 

In  another  of  my  excurfions  to 
Mount  Vefuvius  laft  year,  I  picked 
up  fome  fragments  of  large  and 
regular  cryftals  of  clofe-grained 
lava  or  bafdt,  the  diameter  of 
which,  when  the  prifms  were  com- 
plete, may  have  been  eight  or  nine 
inches.  As  Vefuvius  does  not 
exhibit  any  lavas  regularly  cryflal- 
lized,  and  forming  what  are  vul- 
garly called  giants  caufeways  (ex- 
cept a  lava  that  ran  into  the-  fea 
near  Torre  del  Greco  in  163 1,  and 
which  in  a  fmall  degree  has  fuc^ 
an  appearance),  this  difcovery 
gave  me  the  greateft  pleafure  f . 

^  After 


*  Bartolomeo,  the  cydops  of  Vefuvius,  who  has  attended  me  on  all  my 
expeditions  to  the  mountain,  and  who  is  an  excellent  guide. 

f  As  the  fiagments  of  bafalt  columns,  which  I  found  on  the  cone  of  Vefu- 
vius, had  been  evidently  throtvn  out  of  its  crater,  may  not  lava  be  more  fubje6l 
fo  cryfta'.lize  within  the  bowels  of  a  volcano  than  after  its  emiflion,  and  having 
been  expofed  to  the  open  air  ?   And  may  not  nii^ny  of  the  giants  caufewayK, 

already 
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After  this  flight  fketch  of  the 
moli  remarkable  events  on  Vefu- 
vius  fince  the  year  1767,  which  I 
flatter  myfelf  will  not  be  unac- 
ceptable, as  it  may  ferve  to  conneft 
what  I  am  going  to  relate  with 
what  has  already  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Society  in  my  former 
letter.^  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  Hcome 
to  the  account  of  the  late  eruption, 
which  affords  indeed  ample  matter 
for  curious  fpeculation. 

As  many  poetical  defcriptions 
of  thio  eruption  will  not  be  want- 
ing, I  fhall  confine  mine  to  fimple 
inatter  of  fa6l  ia  plain  profe,  and 
endeavour  to  convey  to  you.  Sir, 
as  clearly  and  as  diflinftly  as  I  am 
able,  what  I  faw  myfelf,  and  the 
impreffion  it  made  upon  me  at  the 
time,  without  aiming  in  the  leaft 
at  a  flowery  flyle. 

The  ufual  fymptoms  of  an  ap- 
proaching eruption,  fuch  as  rum- 
bling noifes  and  explofions  within 
the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  a  quan- 
tity of  fmoke  ifTuing  with  force 
from  its  crater,  accompanied  at 
times  with  an  emiiiion  of  red-hot 
fcoris  and  afhes,  were  manifetl, 
more  or  lefs,  during  the  whole 
month  of  July  ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  month,  thofe  fymptoms 
were  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  exhibit  in  the  night-time  the 
moft  beautiful  fireworks  that  can 
be  imagined. 

Theie  kinds  of  throws  of  red- 
hot  fcoriae  and  other  volcanic  mat- 
ter, which  at  night  are  fo  bright 
and  luminous,  appear  in  broad 
day-light  like  fo  many  black  fpots 


in  the  midfl  of  the  white  fmoke  j 
and  it  is  this  circumftance  that  oc- 
cafions  the  vulgar  and  falfe  fup- 
pofition,  that  volcanos  burn  much, 
more  violently  at  night  than  in  the 
day-time. 

On  Thurfday,  the  5th  of  Au- 
guft  lalt,  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  1  perceived  from  my 
villa  at  Paufilipo.  in  the  bay  of 
Naples,  from  whence  I  have  a  full 
view  of  Vefuvius  (which  is  juft 
oppofite,  and  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fix  mile,  in  a  dired  line 
from  it)  that  the  volcano  was  in  a 
moft  violent  a^'itation  :  a  white 
and  fulphureous  liroke  ifTued  con- 
tinually and  impetuoiiily  from  its 
crater,  one  puff  impfliing  another, 
and  by  an  accumulation  of  thofe 
clouds  of  fmoke  refcmbling  bales 
of  the  whitelt  cotton,  fuch  a  mafs 
of  them  was  foon  piled  over  the 
top  of  the  volcano  as  exceeued  the 
height  and  iize  of  the  mountiia 
itfelf  at  leaft  four  times.  In  the 
midft  of  this  very  white  fmoke,  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  ftones,  fconas, 
and  afhes,  were  (hot  up  to  a  won- 
derful height,  certainly  not  lefs 
than  two  thoufand  feet.  1  could 
alfo  perceive,  by  the  help  of  one 
of  Ramfden's  moft  excellent  re- 
fraftiiig  telelcopes,  at  time?,  3 
quantity  of  liquid  lava,  feemingly 
very  weighty,  juft  heaved  up  high 
enough  to  clear  the  rim  of  the 
crater,  and  then  take  it:  courfe  im- 
petuoufly  down  the  i\tsp  fide  of 
Vefuvius,  oppofite  to  Somma. 
Soon  after  a  lava  broke  out  on  the 
fame  fide  from  about  the  middle  of 


already  difcovcred,  be  the  nuclei  of  volcanic  mountains,  whofe  lighter  and  left 
foiid  parts  may  have  been  worn  away  by  tlie  hand  of  time?  Mr.  Kaujeis  uc  St, 
Fond,  in  his  curious  book  lately  publilhed,  ami  intitled,  •*  Rerl{cr>:hcs  fur  les 
Volcains  etaints  du  Vivarais  de  Velay,"  gives  (p.  286.)  an  example  of  bafalt 
columns,  that  are  placed  deep  within  the  crater  of  an  extmgULflicd  volcano. 

the 
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the  conical  part  of  the  volcano, 
and,  having  run  with  violence 
Home  hours,  ceafed  fuddenly,  juft 
before  it  had  arrived  al  the  culti- 
vated parts  of  the  mountain  above 
Portici,  near  four  miles  from  the 
fpot  where  it  iflued, 
'  During  this  day's  eruption,  as  I 
have  been  credibly  informed  fince, 
the  heat  was  intolerable  at  the 
towns  of  Somma  and  Qttaiano  ; 
and  was  likewife  fenfibly  felt  at 
Palma  and  Lauro,  which  are  much 
farther  from  Vefuvius  than  the 
former.  Minute  afties,  of  a  reddifh 
hue,  fell  fo  thick  at  Somma  and 
Ottaiano,  that  they  darkened  the 
sir  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  objects 
<;ould  not  be  diilinguilhed  at  the 
pittance  of  ten  feet.  Long  fila- 
pients  of  a  vitrified  matter,  like 
fpun  glafs,  were  mixed  and  fell 
with  thefe  alhes  f ;  and  the  ful- 
phureous  fmoke  was  fo  violent, 
that  feveral  birds  in  cages  were 
fufjocated,  th^  leaves  of  the  trees 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Somma 
^nd  Ottaiano  were  covered  with 
white  falts  very  corrofive.  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  an 
extraordinary  globe  of  fmoke,  of  a 
very  great  diameter,  was  diilinftly 
perceived,  by  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Portici,  to  iffue  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  and  proceed 
hallily  towards  the  mountain  of 
Somma,  againfl   which   it  ilruck 


and  difperfed  itfelf,  having  left  a 
train  of  white  fmoke,  marking  the 
courfe  it  had  taken  :  this  train  I 
perceived  plainly  from  my  villa^ 
as  it  lalled  fome  minutes ;  but  I 
did  not  fee  the  globe  itfelf. 

A  poor  labourer,  who  was  mak-r 
ing  faggots  on  the  mountain  of 
Somnia,  loft  his  life  at  this  time; 
and  his  body  not  having  been 
found,  it  is  fuppofed  that,  fufTo? 
cated  by  the  fmoke,  he  muft  have 
fallen  into  the  valley  from  the 
craggy  rocks  on  which  he  was  at 
work,  and  been  covered  by  the 
turrent  of  lava  that  took  its  courfe 
through  that  valley  foon  after.  An 
afs,  that  was  waiting  for  its  mafter 
in  the  valley,  left  it  very  judi- 
cioufly  as  foon  as  the  mountain 
became  violent,  and,  arriving  fafq 
home,  gave  the  firll  alarm  to  thi§ 
poor  man's  family. 

Jt  was  generally  remarked,  thaf 
the  expiofions  of  the  volcano  were 
attended  with  11:1016  noife  during 
this  day's  eruption  than  in  any  of 
the  fucceeding  ones,  when,  mpf^ 
probably,  the  mouth  of  Vefuvius 
was  widened,  and  the  volcanic 
matter  had  a  freer  paflage.  It  i§ 
certain,  however,  that  the  great 
eruption  of  1767  (which  in  every 
other  refpeft  was  tnild,  when  com- 
pared to  the  late  violent  eruption) 
occafioned  much  greater  concufiions 
in  the  air  by  its  louder  expiofions. 


*  During  an  erruption  of  the  volcano  in  the  ifle  of  Bourbon  in  1766,  fom^ 
miles  of  country,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  that  volcano,  were  covered 
with  a  flexible,  capillary,  yellow  glafs,  fome  of  which  were  twd  or  three  feet 
JoncT,  with  fmall  vitroiis  globules  at  a  little  diftance  one  from  (he  other,  '  Couht 
Buffon  fhewed  me  fon^.e  of  this  capillary  and  flexible  glafs,  which  is  preferved  in 
the  Royal  Mufeum  at  Paris,  and  which  peifeftly  reiembles  the  filaments  of  vi- 
trified matter  which  fell  at  Ottaiano,  and  in  other  parts  on  the  borders  of  Vefu- 
vius during  this  eruption.  Sorrentiiio,  in  his  liloiia  del  Vefuvio,  publiflied  at 
Naples  in  1734,  likewife  mentions  vitrified  matter,  like  herbs  and  ftraw,  beins^ 
found  on  the  grgund  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vefuvius,  during  an  eruption  of 
that  mountain  in  the  year  1724.. 

Friday, 
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Friday,  Auguftthe6th,  thefer- 
ittentation  in  the  mountain  was 
lefs  violent  ;  but,  about  noon, 
there  was  a  loud  report,  at  which 
time  it  was  fuppofed,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  little  mountain  within 
the  crater  had  fallen  in.  At  night 
the  throws  from  the  crater"  in- 
Creafed,  and  proceeded  evidently 
from  two  feparate  mouths,  which 
emitting  red-hot  fcoriae,  and  in 
different  direftions,  formed  a  moft 
beautiful  and  almolt continued  fire- 
work. 

On  Saturday,  Auguft  the  7th, 
the  volcano  remained  much  in  the 
fame  (late;  but,  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  its  fermentation 
increafed  greatly.  The  fecond 
fever-fit  of  the  mountain  may  be 
faid  to  have  manifelted  itfelf  at 
this  time.  I  was  watching  its  mo- 
tions from  the  mole  of  Naples, 
which  has  a  full  view  of  the  vol- 
cano, and  had  been  witnefs  to  fe- 
veraj  glorious  piifturefque  efFeiSs 
produced  by  the  refleftion  of  the 
Jeep  red  fire  which  iffued  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  and  mount- 
ed up  in  the  midft  of  the  huge 
clouds,  when  a  fummer  ftorm, 
called  here  a  tropea,  came  on 
fuddenly,  and  blended  its  heavy 
watery  clouds  with  the  fulphureous 
and  mineral  ones,  which  were  al- 
ready like  fo  many  other  moun- 
tains, piled  over  the  fummitof  the 
volcano  ;  at  this  moment  a  foun- 
tain of  fire  fj&s  Ihot  op  to  an  in- 
credible height,  cafiing  fo  bright 
a  light,  that  the  fmalleft  objeds 
could  be  clearly  diftinguiflied  at 
any  place  within  fix  miles  or  more 
of  Vefuvius. 

The  black  flormy  clouds  pafCng 
fwiftly  over,  and  at  times  covering 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  bright 
column    of   fire,    at    other   times 


clearing  away,  and  giving  a  full 
view  of  it,  with  the  various  tints 
produced  by  its  reverberated  light 
on  the  white  clouds  above,  in  con- 
trail with  the  pale  flalhes  of  forked 
lightning  that  attended  the  tro- 
pea, formed  fuch  a  fcene  as  no 
power  of , art  can  ever  exprefs. 

That  which  followed  the  next 
evening  was  furely  much  more  for- 
midable and  alarming;  but  this 
was  more  beautiful  and  fublime 
than  even  the  moft  lively  imagina- 
tion can  paint  to  itfelf.  This 
great  explofion  did  not  laft  above 
eight  or  ten  minutes,  after  whidi 
Vefuvius  was  totally  eclipfed  by 
the  dark  clouds,  and  there  fell  a 
heavy  fhovver  of  rain. 

Some  fcoria;  and  fmall  ftones 
fell  at  Ottaiano  during  this  erup- 
tion, and  fome  of  a  very  great  fize 
in  the  valley  between  Vefuvius  and 
the  Hermitage.  All  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  towns  at  the  foot  of 
the  volcano  were  in  the  greateft 
alarm,  and  preparing  to  abandon 
their  houfes,  had  the  eruption  con- 
tinued longer. 

One  of  his  Sicilian  majefty's 
game-keepers,  who  was  out  in  the 
fields  near  Ottaiano,  whilft  this 
combined  ftorm  wa?  at  its  height, 
was  greatly  furprifed  to  find  the 
drops  of  rain  fcald  his  face  and 
hands,  which  phenomenon  was 
probably  occafioned  by  the  clouds 
having  acquired  a  great  degree  of 
heat  in  pafling  through  the  above- 
mentioned  column  of  fire.  The 
King  of  Naples  did  me  the  honour 
of  informing  me  of  this  curious 
circumftance. 

Sunday,  Auguft  the  8th,  Vefu- 
vius was  quiet  till  towards  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  3 
great  fmoke  began  to  gather  agaia 
over  its  crater,  and  about  an  hour 

after 
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after  a  rumbling  fubterraneous 
noife  was  heard  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  volcano;  the  ufual 
throws  of  red-hot  Hones  and  fcofiae 
began,  and  increafed  every  inftant. 
Iwas  at  this  time  at  Paufilipo,  in 
the  company  of  feveral  of  my  coun- 
trymen, obferving  with  good  tele- 
fcopes  the  curious  pheiiojnena  in 
the  crater  of  V^fuvius,  which,  with 
fuch  help,  we  'cauld  diftinguifli  as 
well  as  if  we  had  been  aflually 
feated  on  the  fummit  of  the  vol- 
cano. The  crater  Teemed  much 
enlarged  by  the  violence  of  laft 
night's  explofions,  and  the  little 
mountain  no  longer  exifted.  About 
nine  o'clock  there  vvas  a  loud  re- 
port, which  ftiook  the  houfes  of 
Portici  and  its  neighbourhood  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  alarm  their  in- 
habitants, and  drive  them  out  into 
the  ftreets ;  and,  as  I  have  lince 
feen,  many  windows  were  broken, 
and  walls  cracked,  by  the  con- 
cuffion  of  the  air  from  that  explo- 
fion,  though  faintly  heard  at  Na- 
ples. 

In  an  inftant  a  fountain  of  li- 
quid tranfparent  fire  began  to  rife, 
and,  gradually  encreafmg,  arrived 
at  fo  amazing  a  height  as  to  Itrike 
every  one  who  beheld  it  with  the 
moft  awful  aftonilhment.  I  ihall 
fcarcely  be  credited  when  I  aiTare 
you.  Sir,  that,  to  the  belt  of  my 
judgment,  the  height  of  this  ilu- 
pendous  column  of  fire  could  not 
be  lefs  than  three  times  that  of 
Vefuvius    itlelf,    which,    as    you 


know,  rifes  perpendicularly  near 
3700  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea  •. 

Puffs  of  fmoke,  as  black  as  can 
poffibly  be  imagined,  fucceeded 
one  another  hailily,  and  accom- 
panied the  red-hot  iranfparent  and. 
liquid  lava,  interrupting  its  fplen- 
did  brightnefs  here  and  there  by 
patches  of  thedarkeft  hue.  Within 
thefe  puffs  of  fmoke,  at  the  very 
moment  of  their  emifljon  from  the 
crater,  I  could  perceive  a  bright, 
but  pale  eleftrical  fire,  briflcly  play- 
ing about  in  zig-zag  lines  f* 

The  wind  was  S.  W. ;  and 
though  gentle,  was  fufficienx  to 
carry  tbeie  detached  clouds  or  puffs 
of  fmoke  out  of  the  column  of  fire} 
and  a  colleftion  of  them,  by  de- 
grees, formed  a  black  and  exten- 
five  curtain  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreffioi))  behind  it ;  in  other 
parts  of  the  fky  it  was  perfeftly 
clear,  and  the  ftars  were  bright. 

The  fiery  fountain,  of  io  gi- 
gantic a  fize,  upon  the  dark  ground 
above  mentioned,  made  the  moft 
glorious  contrail  imaginable,  and 
the  blaze  of  it  reflefted  Itrongly  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  which  was 
at  that  time  perfedly  fmooth,  add- 
ed greatly  to  this  fublime  view. 

The  liquid  lava,  mixed  with 
Itones  and  fcorise,  after  having 
mounted;  I  verily  believe,  at  the 
leall  ten  thoufand  feet,  was  partly 
dirc^ed  by  the  wind  towards  Ot- 
taiano,  and  partly  falling  almoft 
perpendicularly,  iiill  red-hot  and 


•  Se  tu  fe'  or  lettore,  a  creder  lento 
C;6,   ch'e  Io  diro,  non  faia  iTtaraTiglia  ; 
Che  Xd,  cheTvidij  aj>p?na  il  mi  confcnto. 

Dante  INF.     Cant.  xxv.  verfo  46. 
+  1  mention  this  circumftarce  to  prove,  ;hai  the  eleflncal  matter,  fo  manifeft 
durir'g  'his  eruption,  actually   proceeded  from  the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  and 
wa?  not  attrafted  irom  a  great  height  in  the  air,  and  conduiilcd  into  its  crater 
bj  the  vail  column  of  fmoke. 

lig^uid. 
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Kquid,  on  Vefuvius,  covered  its 
whole  cone,  part  of  that  of  the 
mountain  of  Somma,  and  the  val- 
ley between  them.  The  falling 
matter  being  nearly  as  vivid  and 
inflamed  as  that  which  was  conti- 
nually iffuing  frefti  -from  the  cra- 
ter, formed  with  it  one  complete 
body  of  fire,  which  could  not  be 
lefs  than  two  miles  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
height  above-mentioned,  calling  a 
heat  to  the  dillance  of  at  leall  fix 
miles  around  it. 

The  brufti-wood  on  the  moun- 
tain of  Somma  was  foon  in  a  blaze, 
which  flame  being  of  a  different 
tint  from  the  deep  red  of  the  mat- 
ter thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  and 
from  the  filvery  blue  of  the  elec- 
trical fire,  ftill  added  to  the  con- 
trail of  this  moft  extraordinary 
fcene. 

The  black  cloud  increafing 
greatly  once  bent  towards  Naples, 
and  feemed  to  threaten  tl^is  fair 
city  with  fpeedy  deflrudlion  ;  for 
it  was  charged  with  eleftrical  mat- 
ter, which  kept  conilantly  darting 


about  it  in  flrong  and  bright  zig. 
zags,  juft  like  thofe  defcribed  by 
Pliiiy  the  younger  in  his  letter 
to  Tacitus,  and  which  accom- 
panied the  great  eruption  of  Vefu- 
vius  that  proved  fatal  to  his  uncle*. 
This  volcanic  lightning,  however, 
as  I  particularly  remarked,  very 
rarely  quitted  the  cloud,  but 
ufually  returned  to  the  great  co- 
lumn of  fire  towards  the  crater  of 
the  volcano  from  whence  it  origi- 
nally camef .  Once  or  twice,  in- 
deed, I  faw  this  lightning  (or  /i- 
rilli,  as  it  is  called  here)  fall  oa 
the  top  of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to 
fomedry  grafs  and  bufhesj. 

Fortunately  for  us,  the  wind  in- 
creafing from  the  S.  W.  quarter, 
carried  back  the  threatening  cloud 
juft  as  it  had  reached  the  city,  and 
began  to  occafion  great  alarm. 
All  public  diverfions  ceafed  in  an 
inftant,  and  the  theatres  being 
fhut,  the  doors  of  the  churches 
were  thrown  open.  Numerous 
proceffions  wer^  formed  in  the 
flreets,  and  women  and  children 
with  difhevelled  heads  filled  the 


*  "  Ab  altero  latere,  nubes  atra  et  horrenda,  ignei  fpiritus  tortis  vibratifqiie 
difcurfibus  rupta,  in  longas  flamniarum  figuras  dehifcebatj  fulgoribus  ilias 
et  fimiles  et  majores."     PJin.  Epift. 

t  Sorrentino  mentions  the  like  obferaatlon.  which  he  made  during  an-'erupn 
tion  of  Vgfuvius  in  1707,  when  the  iame  kind  of  black,  cloud  bent  over  Naples  j 
thele  are  his  words:  "  Alle  ore  19.  tutti  i  cittadini  nelle  ofcure  tenebre  fi  tro- 
*•  varono  in  me2Z0  delle  Saette,  deUe  quali,  alcune  vedeanft  ufcir  daila  f'ornace 
*'  del  Vefuvio,  e  fcorrere  fmo  al  capo  di  Paiifilipo,  d'onde  non  pafTando  piil 
"  inanzi  fuor  la  nuvola  delle  ceneri,  o  divertirfi  altronde,  indietro  per  I'irtefla 
*'  linea  tornarono  a  fcopiar  fu  la  fornace,  ondeufcirono  :  qual  moto  retrogrado 
**  mai  hopotuto  intendere." 

X  Some  time'after  the  eruption  had  ceafed,  the  air  continued  greatly  impreg- 
nated with  eleflrical  matter.  The  Duke  of  Cotrofiano,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman 
(who,  from  his  fupei  ior  knowledge  in  expci imental  philofophy  and  meclianics, 
does  honour  to  his  country)  told  me,  that  having,  about  half  an  hour  after  the 
great  eruption  had  ceafed,  held  a  Leyden  bottle,  armed  with  a  pointed  wire,  out 
of  his  window  at  Naples,  it  icon  became  confiderably  charged.  While  the  erup- 
tion was  in  force,  its  appearance  was  too  alarming  to  allow  one  to  think  of  fuch 
expeiiments. 

5  air 
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air  with  their  cries,  infifting  loudly 
tipon  the  relics  of  St.  januarius 
being  immediately  oppofed  to  the 
fury  of  the  mountain  :  in  fhort, 
the  populace  of  this  great  city  be- 
gan to  difplay  its  ufual  extravagant 
mixture  of  riot  and  bigotry  ;  and 
if  fome  fpeedy  and  well-timed  pre- 
cautions had  not  been  taken,  Na- 
ples would,  perhaps,  have  been  in 
more  danger  of  fuftering  from  the 
irregularities  of  its  lower  clafs  of 
inhabitants  than  from  the  angry 
volcano. 

But  to  return  to  my  fubjeft  : 
after  the  column  of  fire  had  con- 
tinued in  full  force  near  half  an 
hour,  the  eruption  ceafed  all  at 
once,  and  Vefuvius  remained  ful- 
len  and  filent.  After  the  dazzling 
light  of  the  fiery  fountain*,  all 
feemed  dark  and  difmal  except  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius,  which  was  co- 
vered with  glowing  cinders  ahd 
fcorias,  from  under  which,  at  times, 
here  and  there,  fmall  llreams  of 
liquid  lava  had  efcaped,  and  rol- 
led down  the  fteep  fides  of  the  vol- 
cano. This  fcene  put  me  in  mind 
of  Martial's  defcription  of  Etna: 


Cundta  jacent  flammisj  &  trifti  merfa  la- 
\i.la. 

In  the  parts  of  Naples  neareft 
Vefuvius,  whilft  the  eruption  lail- 
ed,  a  mixed  fmell,  like  that  of 
fulphur,  with  the  vapours  of  an 
jron-foundery,  was  fenfible;  but 
nearer  to  the  mountain  that  fmejl 
was  very  oiFenfive,  as  I  have  often 
found  it  in  my  vifits  to  Vefuvius 
during  an  eruption. 


Thus,  fir,  have  I  endeavoured 
to  convey  to  you  ac  leaft  a  faint 
idea  of  a  fcene  fo  glorious  and  fu- 
blime  as,  perhaps,  may  have  ne- 
ver before  been  viewed  by  human 
eyes,  at  lealt  in  fuch  perfeftion. 

I  am  fenfible,  from  the  traces  of 
them  I  have  obferved  in  the  vol- 
canic flrata,  which  compofe  the 
greateft  part  of  this  country,  that 
there  have  been  many  more  con- 
fiderable  eruptions  than  the  one 
juftdefcribed  ;  yet,  mod  probably, 
thofe  very  violent  eruptions  muft 
either  have  been  attended  with 
earthquakes,  and  other  fuch  alarm- 
ing circumHances,  as  to-make  the 
beholders  lefs  attentive  to  the 
beauty  of  the  fcenes  fuch  pheno- 
mena offered  thaid  to  their  own 
fafetyj  or  clouds  of  fmoke  and 
aflies,  as  is  ufuaMy  the  cafe  in  all 
great  eruptions,  muft  have  fo  far 
obfcured  the  volcano,  as  to  exhi- 
bit only  a  confufed  mafs  of  fire  and 
fmoke. 

"  Whilft  we  had  been  enjoying 
the  extraordinary  fight  of  this  gi- 
gantic fountain  of  liquid  fire  in 
perfeft  fafcty,  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants of  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain  of  Somma,  particularly 
at  Ottaianoand  Caccia-bella,  were 
involved  in  that  dark  and  fooiy 
cloud  which  formed  fo  proper  a 
background  to  our  bright  pidure, 
and  were  pelted  with  ftones  and 
fcoriaj  of  lava;  but  I  Ihall  pre- 
fently  give  you  a  particular  de- 
fcription of  their  truly  diftrefsful 
fituations,  jult  as  I  had  it  from 
many  of  the  poor  fufferers  them- 


•  The  light  diffuftf  J  by  thl*  huge  column  of  fire  was  fo  ftrong,  that  the  moft 
minute  objeils  could  be  difcernefl  clearly  within  the  compafs  ot  ten  miles  or  rtiore 
round  the  mountain.  Mr.  Mcnis,  an  Englifti  gentleman,  told  me,  that  at- 
Sonrento,  which  is  twelve  irxlcss  from  Vefuviu»,  h«  read  tht  title  page  of  a  book 
by  that  volcanic  light. 
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fclves,  when  I  vifited  that  part  of 
the  country  a  few  days  after  this 
eruption. 

Monday,  Aug.  9,  about  nine 
o*clock  in  the  morning,  the  fourth 
fever-fit  of  the  mountain  began  to 
inanifeft  itfelf  by  the  ufual  fymp- 
toms,  fuch  as  a  fubterraneous  boil- 
ing noife,  violent  explofions  of  in- 
flamed matter  from  the  crater  of 
the  volcano,  accompanied  with 
fmoke  and  afhes,  which  fymptoms 
encreafed  every  inftant.  The  fmoke 
was  of  two  forts ;  the  one  as  white 
as  fnow,  and  the  other  as  black  ^s 
jet. 

The  white,  as  defcribed  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal,  rolled 
gently  mafs  over  mals,  refembling 
bales  of  the  f  jfteft  cotton  ;  and  the 
black,  compofed  of  fcorise  and  mi- 
nute alhes,  fhot  up  with  force  in  the 
midft  of  the  white  fmoke,  which, 
from  the  minerals,  was  alfo  fome- 
times  tinged  with  yellow,  blue, 
and  green.  Prefently  fuch  a  tre- 
mendous mafs  of  thefe  accumulated 
clouds  ftood  over  Vefuvius  as  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  Naples  again,  and 
aftually  made  the  mountain  itfelf 
appear  a  mole-hill. 

This  day's  eruption  was  fimilar 
to  that  of  TThurfday  laft,  but  many 
degrees  more  violent.  Some  itones. 
thrown  near  as  high  as  thofe  of 
laft  night,  fell  on  the  mountain 
of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to  the 
brufli-wood  with  which  it  is  co- 
vered ;  but  there  being  little  wind, 
and  that  wefterly,  the  volcanic 
matter  rofe  and  fell  in  a  more  per- 
pendicular diredion,  andOttaiano 
did  not  fuifer  by  this  day's  erup- 
tion ;  but  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  on  the  borders  of  Ve- 
fuvius fled  to  Naples,  alarmed  by 
the  tremendous  cloads,  and  the 
loud-explofions. 

Vol.  XXm. 


We  remarked,  that  feveral  very 
large  Hones,  after  having  mounted 
to  an  immenje  height,  formed  a 
parabola,  leaving  behind  them  a 
trace  of  white  fmoke  that  marked 
their  courfe  :  fome  burll  in  the  air 
exadlly  like  bombs,  and  others  fell 
into  the  valley  between  Somma 
and  Vefuvius  without  burfting; 
others  again  burft  into  a  thoufand 
pieces  foon  after  their  emiflion  from 
the  crater;  they  might  very  pro- 
perly be  called  volcanic  bombs. 

In  the  fmoke  ifluing  from  thd 
crater  of  Vefuvius,  we  'often-  re- 
marked a  fudden  briflc  and  qui- 
vering motion,  which  feemed  to 
communicate  itfelf  inftantaneoufly 
from  one  cloud  to  another,  and 
fometimes  afFefted  thofe  that  wer^ 
very  high  in  the  great  mafs  above 
the  volcano.  Though  I  could  not 
difcern  any  eleftrical  fire,  yet  I 
make  nodoubtj  but  that  the  effeft 
above-mentioned  was  occalioned  by 
it,  and  would  have  been  vifible  ill 
the  night-time. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  day's  erup* 
tion  was  very  alarming :  until  the 
lava  broke  out  about  two  o'clock, 
and  ran  three  miles  between  thd> 
two  mountainSj  we  were  in  conti- 
nual apprehenfion  of  foaie  fatal 
event.  It  continued  to  run  about 
three  hours,  during  which  timd 
every  other  fymptom  of  the  moun- 
tain fever  gradually  abated,  and 
at  feven  o'clock  at  night  all  wag 
calm. 

It  was  univerfally  remarked,  thdt 
the  air  this  night,  for  many  hours 
after  the  eruption,  was  filled  with, 
meteors,  fuch  as  are  vulgarly  called 
falling  ftars  ;  they  (hoc  generally 
in  a  horizontal  diredion,  leaving 
a  luminous  trace  behind  them}  biit 
which  quickly  difappeared  The 
night  was  remarkably.  fine>  tlar- 
,Q  light. 
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light,  and  without  a  cloud.  This 
kind  of  eleftrical  fire  feemed  to  be 
harmlefs,  and  never  to  reach  the 
ground ;  whereas  that  with  which 
the  black  volcanic  cloud  of  lafl: 
might  was  pregnant  appeared  mif- 
chievous,  like  the  lightning  that 
attends  a  fevere  thunder  ftorm,  as 
Vfc  fhould  undoubtedly  have  ex- 
perienced had  the  eruption  conti- 
nued longer,  and  the  cloud  fpread 
over  Naples.  The  fame  kind  of 
lightning  proved  fatal  to  feveral 
people,  and  did  great  damage  with- 
in the  fpace  of  many  miles  round 
Vefuvius  during  its  great  eruption 
of  1 63 1,  as  is  mentioned  in  one  of 
my  former  letters  on  this  fubjeft. 

During  this  day's  eruption,  the 
relics  of  St.  Januarius  were  carried 
in  proceffion,  and  expofed  to  the 
furious  mountain  from  the  bridge 
of  the  Maddalena,  amidfl  a  prodi- 
gious concourfe  of  people,  who  are 
at  this  moment  well  convinced, 
that  to  this  ceremony  alone  Naples 
may  attribute  its  happy  efcape. 

It  was  from  their  Sicilian  ma- 
jellies  palace  at  Paufilipo  that  I 
made  my  obfervations  on  this 
day's  eruption,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  their  majeilies,  who  had 
been  pleafed  to  fend  for  me  in  the 
morning,  as  foon  as  the  volcano 
became  turbulent. 

Tuefday,  Auguft  lo,  Vefuvius 
was  quiet. 

Wedi^efday,  Aug.  ii,  about  fix 
o'clock  ii^  the  morning,  the  fifth 
and  lafl:  fever-fit  of  the  mountain 
came  on,  and  gradually  encreafed. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  it  was  at  its 
height  *,  and  very  violent  indeed. 


the  explofions  being  louder  tha« 
thofe  that  attended  the  formei: 
eruptions :  we  could  not  judge  of 
the  height  of  the  vollies  of  ftones 
and  fcoriae,  as  fome  rainy  clouds 
were  blended  with  the  volcanic 
ones,  and  hid  the  upper  part  of 
the  cone  and  crater  of  Vefuvius 
from  our  view. 

The  fame  mountains  of  white 
cotton-like  clouds,  piled  one  over 
another,  rofe  to  fuch  an  extraor- 
dinary height,  and  formed  fuch  a 
coloflal  mafs  over  Vefuvius,  as 
cannot  poffibly  be  defcrlbed,  or 
fcarcely  imagined.  It  may  have 
been  from  a  fcene  of  this  kind, 
that  the  ancient  poets  took  their 
ideas  of  the  giants  waging  war 
with  Jupiter. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing the  eruption  ceafed,  fome  rain 
having  fallen  this  day,  which  hav- 
ing been  greatly  impregnated  with 
the  corrofive  falts  of  the  volcano, 
did  much  damage  to  the  vines  in 
its  neighbourhood. 

Thurfday  and  Friday,  Aug.  12 
and  13,  Vefuvius  continued  to 
fmoke  confiderably,  and  at  times 
flight  explofions  were  heard,  like 
cannon  at  a  great  diitance;  but 
there  have  been  no  more  throws 
from  its  crater,  nor  any  ftreams  of 
lava  from  its  flanks,  iince  Wed- 
nefday  lafl. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  15,  I  went, 
accompanied  by  Count  Lamberg, 
the  imperial  minlfter  at  this  court, 
to  vifit  Ottaiano  and  Caccia-bella, 
the  diftrift  which  had  been  moll 
feverely  treated  by  the  heavy  and 
deflrudtive  fhower  of  volcanic  mat- 


*  It  has  been  remarked  by  the  oldell  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  VeAi- 
Tius,  that  in  its  eruptions  the  volcano  is  fubjeft  to  a  crifis  at  noon  and  mid- 
night ;  and  indeed,  from  my  own  obfervation,  I  believe  that  remark  to  be  well 
founded. 
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ter  from  the  crater  of  Vefuvius  laft 
Sunday  night. 

Soon  after  having  pafled  the 
town  of  Somma,  we  began  to  per- 
ceive tliat  the  heat  of  the  fiery 
ihower  which  had  fallen  in  its 
neighbourhood  had  affected  the 
leaves  of  the  trees  and  vines,  which 
we  found  ftill  more  parched  and 
Ihrivelled  in  proportion  as  we  ap- 
proached the  town  of  Ottaiano, 
which  may  be  about  three  miles 
from  Somma.  At  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  Somma,  we 
began  to  perceive  frefli  cinders  or 
fcorice  of  lava,  thinly  fcattered  on 
the  road  and  in  the  fields.  Every 
flep  we  advanced  we  found  them 
of  a  larger  dimenfion,  and  in 
greater  abundance.  Atthedittance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Ottaiano, 
the  foil  was  totally  covered  by 
them,  and  the  leaves  and  fruit 
were  either  entirely  ftripped  from 
the  trees,  or  remained  thinly  on 
them,  fhrivelled  and  dried  up  by 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  volcanic 
ihower. 

After  having  pafled  through  the 
moft  fertile  country,  abounding 
with  trees  loaded  with  fruits  of 
every  kind,  and  the  mofl  luxuriant 
vegetation,  through  gay  villages 
crowded  with  chearful  inhabitants, 
to  come  at  once  to  fuch  a  fcene  of 
defolation  and  mifery,  affording  to 


our  view  nothing  but  heaps  of 
black  cinders  and  aihes,  bladed 
trees,  ruined  houfes,  with  a  few 
of  their  fcattered  inhabitants  juft 
returned  with  ghaftly,  difmayed 
countenances,  to  furvey  the  ha- 
vock  done  to  their  tenements  and 
habitations,  and  from  which  they 
themfelves  had  with  much  difficulty 
efcaped  alive  on  Sunday  lalt,  was 
fuch  a  melancholy  fcene,  as  caa 
neither  be  defcribed  or  forgotten. 

We  found  the  roof  of  his  Siciliaa 
majefty's  fporting  feat  at  Caccia- 
bella  much  damaged  by  the  fall  of 
large  ftones  and  heavy  fcorise,  fome 
of  which,  after  having  been  broken 
by  their  fall  through  the  roof,  ftill 
weighed  upwards  of  thirty  pounds. 
This  place,  in  a  direft  line,  can- 
not be  lefs  than  four  miles  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius. 

The  moft  authentic  accounts 
have  been  received  of  the  fall  of 
fmall  volcanic  ftones  and  cinders 
(fomeof  which  weighed  twoounces) 
at  Benevento,  Foggia,  and  Monte 
Mileto,  upwards  of  thirty  miles 
from  Vefuvius*  ;  but  what  is  moft 
extraordinary  (as  there  was  but  lit- 
tle wind  during  the  eruption  of  the 
eighth  of  Auguft)  minute  aflies 
fell  thick  that  very  night  upon 
the  town  of  Manfredonia,  which  is 
at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  mile* 
from  Vefuvius  f. 


*  The  Prince  of  Monte  M'leto  told  me,  that  his  fon,  the  Duke  of  Popolf, 
who  was  at  Monte  Mileto  the  8th  of  Auguft,  had  been  alarmed  bv  the  fhower 
of  cinders  that  fell  there,  I'ome  of  which  he  had  lent  to  Naples,  weighing  two 
ounces  ;  and  that  ftones  of  an  ounce  liad  fallen  upon  an  eftate  of  his  ten  miles 
farther  off".     Monte  Mileto  is  about  thirty  miles  from  the  volcano. 

f  The  Abbe  Galini,  well  known  in  the  literary  world,  toM  me,  that  his 
fifter,  a  nun  in  a  Convent  at  Manfredonia,  had  wrote  to  enquire  after  him, 
imagining  that  Naples  muft  have  been  deftroyed,  when  they,  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance, had  been  Co  much  alarmed  by  a  ftiower  of  minute  afhes,  which  fell  on, 
that  city  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  Aug.  8,  as  to  open  all  the  churches,  and 
go  to  prayers.  As  the  great  eruption  happened  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  th« 
^fties  muft  have  travelled  an  hundred  miles  within  the  Ihort  fpace  of  two  hours. 

G  z  Thcff 
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Thefe  fafts  feem  to  confirm  the 
extreme  fuppofed  height  of  the  co- 
lumn of  fire  that  iffued  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius  laft  Sunday 
night,  and  are  greatly  in  fupport 
of  what  we  find  recorded  in  the 
hiftory  of  Vefuvius  with  refpeft  to 
the  fail  of  its  afties  at  an  amazing 
diftance,  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  during  its  violent  eruptions. 

We  proceeded  from  Caccia-bella 
to  Otcaiano,  which  is  a  mile  nearer 
to  Vefuvius,  and  is  reckoned  to 
contain  twelve  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. Nothing  could  be  more 
difmal  than  the  fight  of  this  town, 
unroofed,  half  buried  under  black 
fcorias  and  alhes;  all  the  windows 
towards  the  mountain  broken,  and 
fome  of  the  houfes  themfelves 
burnt ;  the  ftreets  choaked  up  with 
thefe  afhes  (in  fome  that  were  nar- 
row, the  ftratum  was  not  lefs 
than  four  feet  thick)  ;  and  a  few  of 
the  inliabitants  juft  returned  were 
employed  in  clearing  them  away, 
and  piling  up  the  aflies  in  hillocks 
to  get  at  their  ruined  houfes. 
Others  were  aflembled  in  little 
groups,  enquiring  after  their  friends 
and  neighbours,  relating  each 
other's  woes,  croffing  themfelves, 
and  lifting  up  their  eyes  to  Heaven 
when  they  mentioned  th^ir  mira- 
culous efcapes.  Some  Monks,  who 
were  in  their  convent  during  the 
whole  of  the  horrid  fhower,  gave 
us  the  following  particulars,  which 
they  related  with  folemnity  and 
precifion. 

The  mountain  of  Somma,  at  the 
foot  of  which  Ottaiano  is  fituated, 
hides  Vefuvius  from  its  fight,   fo 


that  till  the  eruption  became  con- 
fiderable,  it  was  not  vifible  to 
them.  On  Sunday  night,  when 
the  noife  encreafed,  and  the  fire 
began  to  appear  above  t^:e  moun- 
tain of  Somma,  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town  flew  to  the 
churches,  and  others  were  prepar- 
ing to  quit  the  town,  when  a  fud- 
den  violent  report  was  heard  ;  foon 
after  which  they  found  themfelves 
involved  in  a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke 
and  minute  a(hes :  a  horrid  clafli- 
ing  noife  was  heard  in  the  air,  and 
prefently  fell  a  deluge  of  ilones 
and  large  fcorias,  fome  of  which 
fcorize  were  of  the  diameter  of 
feven  or  eight  feet,  and  muft  have 
weighed  more  than  an  hundred 
pounds  before  they  were  broken  by 
their  fall,  as  fome  of  the  frag- 
ments of  them,  which  I  picked  up 
in  the  ftreets,  ftill  weighed  upwards 
of  fixty  pounds.  When  thefe  large 
vitrified  maflTes  either  ftruck  againft 
one  another  in  the  air,  or  fell  oa 
the  ground,  they  broke  in  many 
pieces,  and  covered  a  large  fpace 
around  them  with  vivid  fparks  of 
fire,  whiqh  communicated  their 
heat  to  every  thing  that  was  com- 
buftible  *.  In  an  inftant  the  town 
and  country  about  it  was  on  fire  in 
many  parts ;  for  in  the  vineyards 
there  were  feveral  ftraw  huts,  which, 
had  been  erefted  for  the  watchmen 
of  the  grapes,  all  of  which  were 
burnt.  A  great  magazine  of  wood 
in  the  heart  of  the  town  was  all  in 
a  blaze,  and,  had  there  been  much  "  ^ 
wind,  the  flames  muft  have  fpread 
univerfally,  and  all  the  inhabi- 
tants  would  have  infallibly  been 


*  Thefe  mafles  were  formed  of  the  liquid  lava,  the  exterior  parts  of  which 
had  become  black  and  porous  by  cooling  in  the  long  traverfe  they  had  made 
through  the  air,  whilft  the  interior  part$,  lefs  expofed,  retained  an  extreme  heat, 
and  were  perfedlly  red. 

burnt 
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Imrrlt  in  their  heufes,  for  it  was 
impoffible  for  them  to  ftir  out. 
Some  who  attempted  it  with  pil- 
lows, tables,  chairs,  the  tops  of 
wine  ca&s,  &c.  on  their  heads, 
were  either  knocked  down,  or 
foon  driven  back  to  their  clofe 
quarters  under  arches,  and  in  the 
cellars  of  their  houfes.  Many  were 
wounded,  but  only  two  perfons 
have  died  of  the  wounds  they  re- 
ceived from  this  dreadful  volcanic 
fhower.  To  add  to  the  horror  of 
the  fcene,  inceflant  volcanic  light- 
ning was  whifking  about  the  black 
cloud  that  furrounded  them,  and 
the  fulphureous  fmell  and  heat 
would  fcarcely  allow  them  to  draw 
their  breath. 

In  this  miferable  and  alarming 
fituation  they  remained  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  when  the  vol- 
canic ilorm  ceafed  all  at  once,  and 
the  frightened  inhabitants  of  Ot. 
taiano,  apprehending  a  frefh  at- 
tack from  the  turbulent  mountain, 
haftily  quitted  the  country,  after 
having  depofited  the  fick  and  bed- 
ridden, at  their  own  delire,  in  the 
churches. 

Had  the  eruption  lafted  an  hour 
longer,  Ottaiano  muft  have  re- 
mained exadly  in  the  ftate  of  Pom- 
peia,  which  was  buried  under  the 
^  aflies  of  Vefuvius  juft  1700  years 
ago,  with  moll  of  its  inhabitants, 
whofe  bones  are  to  this  day  fre- 
quently found  under  arches  and  in 
the  cellars  of  the  houfes  of  that  an- 
cient city. 

We  were  told  of  many  miracles 
that  had  been  wrought  by  the 
images  of  faints  at  this  place  dur- 
ing the  late  difafter  ;  but,  as  they 
are  quite  foreign  to  ray  purpofe,  I 
ihall,  as  ufual,  pafs  them  over  in 
filence. 

The  palace  of  the  Prince  of  Ot- 


taiano is  fituated  on  an  eminence 
above  the  town,  and  nearer  the 
mountain:  the  fteps  leading  up  to 
it,  being  deeply  covered  with  vol- 
canic matter,  refembled  the  cone 
of  Vefuvius,  and  the  white  marble 
ftatucs  on  the  baluftrade  made  a 
fingular  appearance  peeping  from 
under  the  black  afties,  which  had 
entirely  covered  both  the  balun 
ftrade  and  their  pedeftals.  The 
roof  of  the  palace  was  totally  de- 
llroyed,  and  the  windows  were 
broken  ;  but  the  houfe  itfclf,  being 
ftrongly  built,  had  not  fuffered 
much. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
here  exactly  the  quality  of  the 
dreadful  fhower,  as  the  volcanic- 
matter  which  broke  through  the 
roof  of  the  palace,  and  fell  into  the 
garrets,  on  the  balconies  and  in  the 
courts,  had  not  been  removed.  It 
was  compofed  of  the  fcoris  of 
frefh  lava  much  vitrified,  great  and 
fmall,  mixed  with  fragments  o£ 
ancient  folid  lavas  of  different 
forts  :  many  pieces  were  enveloped 
by  the  new  lava,  which  formed  a 
cruft  about  them  ;  and  others  were 
only  flightly  varnilhed  by  the  freflx 
lava.  Thefe  kind  of  ftones  being 
very  compaft,  and  fome  weighing 
eight  or  ten  pounds,  muft  have 
fallen  with  greater  force  than  the 
heavier  fcoriae,  which  were  very 
porous,  and  had  the  great  furface 
above-mentioned. 

The  palace  of  Ottaiano  is  built 
on  a  thick  ftratum  of  ancient 
lava,  which  ran  from  the  mountain 
of  Somma  when  in  its  aflive  vol- 
canic ftate.  Under  this  ftraturti 
we  were  fhewn  three  grottoes,  from 
which  iffues  a  conltant  extreme 
cold  wind,  and  at  times  with  im- 
petuofity,  and  a  noife  like  water 
daftiing    upon   rocks.     They    are 
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jhut  up  with  doors  like  cellars,  and 
are  made  ufe  of  as  fuch,  as  alfo  to 
keep  provifions  frefti  and  to  cool 
liquoi's.  I  had  never  feen  thefe 
*venta  oli  before  In  my  letter  to 
Dr.  Maty,  upon  the  nature  of  the 
foil  round  Naples,  I  have  mention- 
ed others  of  the  fame  kind  tl^at  I 
had  met  with  on  Vefuvius,  Etna, 
and  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia*. 

We  obferved,  that  the  traft  of 
country  completely  covered  with  a 
ilratum  of  the  volcanic  matter 
above  mentioned  was  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  broad,  and  as 
much  in  length,  in  which  fpace 
the  vines  and  fruit-trees  were  to- 
tally ftript  of  their  leaves  and  fruit, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being 
quite  burnt  up  ;  but,  to  my  great 
furprize,  having  vifited  that  coun 
try  again  two  days  ago,  I  faw 
thofe  very  trees,  which  were  apple, 
pear,  peach  and  apricot,  in  blof 
fom  again,  and  foroe  with  the  fruit 
already  formed,  and  of  the  fize  of 
hazle  nuts.  1  he  vines  there  had 
alfo  put  forth  frefli  leaves,  and 
were  in  bloom.  Many  foxes, 
hares,  and  other  game,  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  fiery  fhower  in  the 
dillrid.    of    Somma    and    Ottaia- 

no  f. 

His  Sicilian  majefty,whofe  good- 
nefs  of  heart  inclines  him  on  all 
occafions  to  fhew  his  benevolence 
and  ai&ft  the  unfortunate,  has  or- 


dered a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
to  be  dillributed  among  the  un- 
happy fufFerers  of  Ottaiano  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  1 8th  of  September  I 
went  upon  Mount  Vefuvius,  ac- 
companied by  Lord  Herbert  and 
my  ufual  guide.  We  could  not 
poflibly  reach  its  crater,  being  co- 
vered with  a  thick  fmoke,  too  ful- 
phureous  and  ofFenfive  to  be  en- 
countered ;  neither  would  it  have 
been  prudent  to  have  ventured  up, 
had  there  not  been  that  impedi- 
ment, as  it  was  evident,  from  the 
loud  reports  we  heard  from  time  to 
time,  that  there  exifted  Hill  a  great 
fermentation  within  the  bowels  of 
the  volcano.  We  therefore  con- 
tented ojiirfelvcs  with  examining  the 
efFedls  of  the  late  extraordinary 
eruption  on  its  cone,  and  in  the 
valley  between  it  and  the  mountain 
of  horn  ma. 

The  conical  part  of  Vefuvius  is 
now  covered  with  fragments  of 
liva  and  fcor"ae,  which  makes  the 
afcent  much  ir.oie  difficult  and 
troublefome  than  when  it  was  only 
covered  with  minute  afhes.  I'he 
particularity  of  this  laft  eruption 
was,  that  the  lava  which  uTually 
ran  out  oi  the  liankb  of  the  vol- 
cano, forming  calcades,  rivers,  and 
rivulets  of  liquid  fire,  was  now 
chiefly  thrown  up  from  its  crater 
in  the  form  of  a  gigantic  fountain 


*  At  Cef),  in  the  Roman  State,  towards  the  Adriatic,  there  are  many  fuch 
*ventaroli;  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  by  means  of  leaden  pipes,  conduct 
the  fie{]»  air  from  them  into  the  very  rooms  of  their  houfes,  fo  that  by  turning  a 
cpck  iliey  can  cool  them  to  any  decree.  Some  who  have  refined  (till  more  upon 
this  liiXvi  y,  by  imaller  pipes,  bring  this  cold  air  under  the  dining  table,  fo  as  to 
cool  the  bottle  of  liquor  uptjn  it. 

-f  Hav  nghad  the  honour  of  being  on  a  fliooting  party  lately  with  the  King  of 
Naples,  at  the  foot  of  Vefuvius  and  Somma,  l(;vei;al  dead  hares  were  found,  and 
we  killed  others  vvhoie  t)acks  weie  quite  bare,  the  fur  having  been  finged  off  of 
them  by  the  hot  alhes. 
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of  fire  *,  which  falling  ftill  in  fome 
degree  of  fufion,  has,  in  a  man- 
ner, cafed  up  the  conical  part  of 
Vefavius  with  a  ftratum  of  hard 
fcoris  :  on  the  fide  next  the  moun- 
tain  of  Somma,  that  ftratum  is 
furely  more  than  one  hundred  feet 
thick,  forming  a  high  ridge.  The 
valley  between  Vefuvius  and  Som- 
ma has  received  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  lava  and  other  volcanic 
matter  during  this  laft  eruption, 
that  it  is  raifed,  as  is  imagined, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or 
more.  Three  fuch  eruptions  as 
the  laft  would  completely  fill  up 
the  valley,  and,  by  uniting  Ve- 
fuvius and  Somma,  form  them  into 
one  mountain,  as  they  moft  proba- 
bly were  before  the  great  eruption 
in  the  reign  of  Titus.  In  fhort,  I 
found  the  whole  face  of  Vefuvius 


changed.  Thofe  curious  channels, 
in  which  the  lava  ran  in  the  month 
of  May  laft,  are  all  buried.  The 
volcano  appears  to  have  lik^wife 
encreafed  in  height ;  the  form  of 
the  crater  is  changed,  a  great 
piece  of  its  rim  towards  Somma 
being  wanting  ;  and  on  the  fide 
towards  the  fea  it  is  alfo  broken. 
There  are  fome  very  large  cracks 
towards  the  point  of  the  cone  of 
the  volcano,  which  makes  it  pro- 
bable, that  more  of  the  borders  of 
the  crater  will  fall  in.  The  ridge 
of  frefti  volcanic  matter  on  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  towards  Somma, 
and  the  thick  ftratum  in  the 
valley,  are  likewife  full  of -cracks, 
from  which  there  iffues  a  conftaat 
fulphureous  fmoke  that  tinges  them 
and  the  circumjacent  fcoriae  and 
cinders   with  a  deep   yellow,    or 


*  Sorrentino  mentions,  in  his  Iftoria  del  Vefuvio,  that  the  volcano  in  1676 
vented  itfelf  in  the  like  manner:  **  Non  a  torrenti  piodo  mando  fuori  le  fue 
vifcere,  ma  tutti  in  aria  menolla."  Such  wonderful,  violent,  and  fudden  emif- 
fions  of  liquid  lava  muft  have  been  occafioned  by  fome  accidental  and  extraor- 
dinary caufe  j  and  I  was  inclined  to  think,  that  a  fudden  communicatioii  of  wa- 
ter with  the  lava  in  fufion  might  be  the  occafion  of  fuch  a  phaenomenon,  parti- 
cularly as  we  know  that  pools  of  rain-water  have  been  found  formerly  in  ca- 
verns within  the  bowels  of  Vefuvius  ;  and  that  a  river,  fuppofed  to  be  that  an- 
ciently called  Draco,  and  which  was  buried  by  an  ancient  eruption,  biirft  out 
fome  years  ago  with  fiich  force,  from  under  a  Jlratum  of  lava  at  Torre  del  Gre- 
co, as  to  be  fufficient  to  turn  mills  there  j  but  a  late  curious  experiment,  men- 
tioned by  Monf.  de  Faujas,  in  his  Recherches  fur  les  Volcans  eteints,  p.  176, 
feems  to  contradi6l  my  fuppofition  j  and  that  water  introduced  to  the  furnace  of 
a  volcano,  finding  there  a  more  rarefied  air,  would  not  produce  an  explofion. 
Monf,  Deflaudes,  Director  of  the  Royal  Manufaflure  of  Looking-glafs  at  St. 
Gobin,  made  the  following  experiment  in  1768,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Duke  de 
la  Rochfoucault,  Monf.  de  Faujas,  and  others.  He  poured  fome  water  upon  a 
quantity  of  glafs  in  fufion,  and  which  had  been  in  that  ftate  in  the  crucible  for 
twelve  hours.  The  water  did  not  occafion  the  leaft  fermentation  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  rolled  upon  its  furface,  without  even  producing  any  fmoke ;  and  af- 
ter having  become  I'eemingly  red-hot,  like  the  metal  in  fufion,  difappeared  in 
about  three  minutes,  without  having  occafioned  the  leaft  explofion.  If  the  great 
cmifiions  of  lava  above-mentioned  were  not  then  occafioned  by  water  mixing  with 
the  lava,  may  not  they  have  been  produced  by  violent  fubterraneous  exhalations 
having  forced  their  way  into  the  cauldron  of  the  volcano  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreflion)  replete  with  matter  in  fufion,  and  blown  its  whole  contents,  with 
whatever  oppofed  its  palfage,  at  once  into  the  air  ? 
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ibmetimes  a  white  tint.  Thefe  laft- 
jnentioned  cracks,  though  tieep, 
"do  not.  as  I  apprehend,  pafs  the 
ilratum  torrned  by  the  lai\  erup- 
tion, and  which,  from  its  extreme 
thicknef^;;  particularly  in  the  val- 
ley, will  probably  retain  a  great 
degree  of  heac  for  fome'  years  to 
come,  as  did  a  thick  liratum  of 
lava  that  ran  into  \.)\t  ffjfe  grande 
In  the  year  1-67. 

i  he  number  and  fize  of  the 
ftones,  or.  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  of  the  fragments  of  lava  which 
have  been^  thrown  out  of  the  vol- 
cano in  the  courfe  of  the  lall  erup- 
tion, and  which  he  Icattered  thick 
on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and  at 
the  foot  of  it,  is  really  incredible. 
The  largeft  we  meafured  was  in 
circumference  no-  lefb  than  one 
hundred  and  eight  Englifli  feet, 
and  feventeen  feet  high.  It  is  a 
folid  block,  and  is  much  vitrified: 
in  fome  parts  of  it  there  are  large 
pieces  of  pure  glafs,  of  a  brown 
yellow  colour,  like  that  of  which 
our  common  bottle^  are  m^de,  and 
throughout  iti  pores  feem  to  be 
filled  wich  perfeit  vitrifications  of 
the  fame  fort.  ihe  fpot  where 
it  alighted  i?  plainly  marked  by  a 
deep  impreifion  almofl  a  the  foot 
of  the  cone  of  the  volcano,  and  it 
took  three  bounds  before  it  fettled, 
as  is  plainly  perceived  by  the 
inarks  it  has  left  on  the  ground, 
^nd  by  the  Itones  vvhi  h  it  has 
pounded  to  atoms  under  its  prodi- 
gious weight.  When  we  confider 
the  enormous  fize  and  weight  of 
fuch  a  fplid  mafs,  thrown  at  leaft 


a  quarter  of  a  mile  clear' of  the 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  we  can 
but  admire  the  wonderful  powers 
of  nature,  of  which,  being  fo  very 
feldom  within  the  reach  of  human 
infnedlion,  we  are  in  general  too 
apt  to  judg^  upon  much  too  fmall 
a  icale. 

Another  folid  block  of  ancient 
lava,  fixty-fix  feet  in  circumference, 
and  nineteen  feet  high,  being 
nearly  of  a  fpherical  (hape,  was 
thrown  out  at  the  fame  time,  land 
lies  near  the  former.  Thi=  ftone, 
which  has  the  marks  of  having 
been  rounded,  nay,  almoft  polifli- 
ed,  by  continual  rolling  in  tor- 
rent^, or  on  the  fea-fliore,  and 
which  yet  has  been  fo  undoubtedly 
thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  may 
be  the  fubj  £1  of  curious  fpecula- 
tions  *.  Another  block  of  folid 
Java  that  was  thrown  much  farther, 
and  lies  in  the  valley  between  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  and  the  Hermi- 
tage, is  fixteen  feet  high,  and 
ninety-two  feet  in  circumference, 
though  it  plainly  appears,  by.  the 
large  fragments  that  lie  round, 
and  were  detached  from  it  by  the 
fhock  of  its  fall,  that  it  muft  have 
been  twice  as  confiderable  when  in 
the  air. 

There  are  thoufands  of  very 
large  fragments  of  different  fpe- 
cics  of  ancient  and  modern  lavas, 
thai  lie  fcattered  by  the  late  explo- 
iion''  on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius.  and 
in  the  vallies  at  its  foot  ;  but  thefe 
three  were  the  Urgeft  of  thofe  we 
meafured  f. 

We 


*  Or  may  not  (his  ftone  be  a  fpherical  volcanic  bafalt,  fuch  as  one  of  forty- 
five  feet  in  circumference,  defcribtd  by  Monf.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  in  p.  155  of 
|iis  curious  book  on  the  fubje^t  ff  extinguiflied  v  Icanos  ? 

•f-  We  mealured  two  other  If  ones  in  the  valley  between  Somma  and  Vefuvius  j 
tjie  gne  was  twcpty-twp  feet  ?ind  a  half  long,  "thirteen  feet  and  a  half  broftd,  and 
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Wft  found  alfo  many  fragments 
of  thofe  volcanic  bombs  that  burft 
in  the  air,  as  mentioned  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal  ;  and 
fome  entire,  having  fallen  to  the 
ground  without  burlling.  The 
frefn  red-hot  and  liquid  lava  hav- 
ing been  thrown  up  with  number- 
lefs  fragments  of  ancient  lavas,  the 
latter  were  often  clofely  enveloped 
by  the  former  ;  and  probably  when 
fuch  fragments  of  lava  were  po- 
rous and  full  of  air  bubbles,  as  is 
often  the  cafe,  the  extreme  out- 
ward heat  fuddenly  rarefying  the 
confined  air,  caufed  an  explolion. 
When  thefe  fragments  were  of  a 
more  compadl  lava  they  did  not 
explode,  but  were  limply  enclofed 
by  the  frelh  lava,  and  acquired  a 
fpherical  form  by  whirling  in  the 
air,  or  rolling  down  the  lieep  fides 
of  the  volcano. 

The  fhell  or  outward  coat  of  the 
bombs  that  bun't.  and  of  which  we 
found  feveral  pieces,  was  always 
compofed  of  frelh  iava,  in  which 
many  fplintersof  the  more  ancient 
lava  that  had  been  enclofed  are 
feen  kicking  I  was  muchpleafed 
with  this  difcovery,  having  been 
greatly  puzzled  for  an  explanation 
of  this  volcanic  operation,  which 
was  new  to  me,  and  which  was 
very  frequent  during  the  eruption 
of  the  9thof  Auguit 

The  phaenomenon  of  the  natural 
fpun-glalV  which  fell  at  Ottaiano 
with  the  alhes  on  the  jtK-of  Au- 
guft,  was  likewife  clearly  explain- 
ed to  me  here.  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  the  lava  thrown 
up  by  this  eruption  was  in  general 
more  perfedlly  vitrified  than  that 
of  any  fofmer  eruption,  which  ap- 
peared plainly  upon  a  nearer  ex- 


amination of  the  fragments  of  frclh 
lava,  the  pores  of  which  we  gene- 
rally found  full  of  a  pure  vitrifica- 
tion, and  the  fcorije  themfelves, 
upon  a  clofe  examination  with  a 
magnifying  glafs,  appeared  like  a 
confuled  heap  of  filaments,  of  a 
foul  vitrification.  When  a  piece 
of  the  folid  frelh  lava  had  beea 
cracked  in  its  fall  without  feparat- 
ing  entirely,  we  always  faw  capil-* 
lary  fibres  of  perfect  glafs,  reach- 
ing from  fide  to  fide  within  the 
cracks.  If  1  may  be  allowed  a 
mean  comparifon,  which,  however, 
conveys  the  idea  of  what  I  wi(h  to 
explain  better  than  any  other  I  can 
think  of,  this  lava  referabled  a 
rich  Parmefan  cheefe,  which,  whea 
broken  and  gently  feparated,  fpins 
out  tranfparent  filaments  from  the 
little  cells  that  contained  the  clam- 
my liquor  of  which  thofe  filaments 
were  compofed.  The  natural  fpun- 
glafs  then  thai  fell  at  Ottaiano 
during  this  eruption,  as  well  as 
that  which  fell  in  the  ifle  of  Bour- 
bon in  the  year  1766,  muft  have 
been  formed  moft  probably  by  the 
operation*  of  fuch  a  fort  of  lava 
as  has  been  juft  defcribed,  crack- 
ing and  feparating  in  the  air  at 
the  time  of  its  emiffion  front 
the  craters  of  the  vo!canos>  and 
by  that  means  fpinning  out  the^ 
pure  vitrified  matter  from  its  pores 
or  cells,  the  wind  at  the  fame 
time  carrying  off  thofe  filaments  of 
glafs  as  fait  as  they  were  pro- 
duced. 

1  obferved  ftlcljing  to  fome  very 
large  fragments  of  the  new  lava, 
which  were  of  a  clofe  grain,  fome 
pieces  of  a  fubftance,  whofe  tex- 
ture very  much  refemjjled  that  of  a 
true  pumice-flone ;     and   upon  a 


ten  feet  high  j  the  other  eleven  feet  ai^d  a  lialf  high,  and  fcventy-two  feet  in 
cii'cumferencei 
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dofe  examination,  and  having  fe- 
parated  them  from  the  lava,  I  per- 
ceived that  this  fubflance  had  adlu- 
ally  been  forced  out  of  the  minute 
pores  of  the  folid  flone  itfelf,  and 
was  a  colleftion  of  fine  vitreous 
fibres  or  filaments,  confounded  to- 
gether at  the  time  of  their  being 
preffed  out  by  the  contraftion  of 
the  large  fragments  of  lava  in 
cooling,  and  which  had  bent  dovi^n- 
wards  by  their  own  weight.  This 
curioBs  fubftance  has  the  lightnefs 
of  a  pumice,  and  refembles  it  in 
every  refpeft,  except  being  of  a 
darker  colour. 

When  the  pores  of  the  frefh  folid 
lava  were  large  and  filled  with  pure 
vitrified  matter,  we  found  that 
matter  fometimes  blown  into  bub- 
bles on  its  furface,  I  fuppofe  by 
the  air  which  had  been  forced  out 
at  the  time  the  lava  contradled  it- 
felf in  cooling  :  thofe  bubbles  be- 
ing thin,  (hewed  that  this  volcanic 
glafshas  the  kind  of  tranfparency 
of  our  common  glafs  bottles,  and 
is  like  them  of  a  dirty  yellow  co- 
lour. I  detached  with  a  hammer 
fome  large  pieces  of  this  kind  of 
glafs,  as  big  as  my  fift,  which  ad- 
hered to,  and  was  incorporated 
with,  fome  of  the  larger  fragments 
of  lava,  and,  though  of  the  fame 
kind,  [from  their  thicknefs  they 
appeared  perfectly  black,  and  wej;e 
opaque. 

Another  particularity  is  remark- 
able in  the  lava  of  this  eruption  : 
many  detached  pieces  of  it  are  in 
the  fliape  of  a  barley-corn,  or  of  a 
plumb-flone,  fmall  at  each  end, 
and  thick  in  the  middle.  We 
picked  up  feveral,  and  faw  many 
more  which  were  too  heavy  for  us 
to  carry  off,  for  they  muft  have 
weighed  more  than  fixty  pounds ; 
feme  of  the  fmaller  ones  did  not 


weigh  ah  ounce,  I  fuppofe  them 
to  be  drops  from  the  liquid  foun* 
tain  of  fire  of  the  8th  of  Auguft, 
which  might  very  naturally  acquire 
fuch  a  form  in  their  fall ;  but  the 
peafants  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vefuvius  are  well  convinced  that 
they  are  the  thunder  bolts  that  fell 
with  the  volcanic  lightning. 

Wc  found  many  of  the  volcanic 
bombs,  or,  properly  fpeaking, 
round  balls  of  frefh  lava,  large 
and  fmall ;  all  of  which  have  a 
nucleus,  compofed  of  a  fragment 
of  more  ancient  and  folid  lava. 
There  were  alfo  fome  other  cu- 
rious vitrifications,  very  different 
from  any  I  had  ever  feen  before, 
mixed  with  the  late  fallen  fhower 
of  hugey?or/^  and  mafl'esof  lava. 

Though  I  have  endeavoured  to 
be  as  particular  andclear  as  poffible 
in  the  defcription  I  have  given  of 
the  curious  fubftances  produced  by 
the  late  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  yet, 
as  fpecimens  of  thofe  fubftances 
will  explain  more  at  one  fight 
than  I  can  pretend  to  do  by  whole 
pages  in  writing,  1  Ihall"  not  fail 
to  fend  you,  by  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity,  a  colledion  of  them, 
which  I  have  fet  apart  for  that 
purpofe,  particularly  as  I  flatter 
myfelf  they  may  ferve  to  give  fome 
light  into  a  hitherto  obfcure  fub- 
je£l:  I  mean,  the  nature  and  man- 
ner of  the  formation  of  pumice- 
ftones. 

Vefuvius  continues  to  fmoke 
confiderably,  and  we  had  a  flight 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  yefterday  ; 
fo  that  I  do  not  think,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  late  eruptions  having 
been  fovery  confiderable,  that  the 
volcano  has  vented  itfelf  fo  fuffi- 
ciently  as  to  remain  long  quiet. 

I  muft  now.  Sir,  beg  your  par- 
don if  I  have  trefpaffed  too  much 

upon 
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upon  your  time :  I  meant  to  be 
Ihort,  clear,  and  explicit ;  and  if, 
by  aiming  at  the  two  latter,  I  have 
failed  in  the  former,  I  hope  I  (hall 
be  excufed,  and  that  you  will  pleafe 
to  take  the  will  for  the  deed. 
I  am,  &c. 


Relation    of  the  recent  Eruption  of 
Mount  iEina. 

TOWARDS  the  end  of 
January,  many  reiterated 
Clocks  of  an  earthquake  were  felt 
in  different  parts  of  Sicily  ;  and 
from  that  time  it  was  obferved, 
that  ^tna  emitted  a  thick  fmoke 
from  its  center,  which  extended 
commonly  to  the  eaft.  A  new 
eminence  was  next  obferved  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  mountain, 
vifible  at  the  dillance  of  more  than 
50  miles,  the  certain  fign  of  a  lo- 
cal explnfion. 

The  28th  of  March  and  the  8th 
of  April,  the  earthquakes  were  felt 
with  more  violence,  in  direftion 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  fmoke 
of  the  volcano  augmented  con- 
fiderably;  infomuch  that,  on  the 
28th  of  April,  it  was  perceived  to 
rife  from  the  crater  in  the  form  of 
a  ftraight  and  lotty  pine,  its  head 
loft  in  the  clouds,  and  cafting  out 
fmall  fragments  of  a  bituminous 
pumice-itone  to  the  circumference 
of  more  than  twenty  miles.  This 
continued  till  the  17th  of  May, 
when  the  fmoke  fuddenly  ceafed. 

The  1 8th  of  May,  towards  noon, 
aviolent  (hock  with  afubterraneous 
trembling  was  heard  on  the  moun- 
tain, and  at  fix  in  the  evening  a 
mouth  appeared  at  the  foot  of 
an  ancient  extinguifhed  volcano, 
called  Mount  Frumento,  very  near 
the  confines  of  the  fecond  region 


of  ^tna.  The  fire  flowed  from  it 
like  a  river,  and,  entering  a  ri«?igh- 
bouring  valley,  called  Del  Udfi- 
enza,  it  overran,  in  an  inftant» 
the  fpace  of  half  a  league  in  the 
plain  del  Carpintero  and  delle 
Mandre  del  Favo,  and  then  pre- 
cipitated itfelf  into  the  valley  del 
Neve,  rifmg  to  the  height  of  a 
hundred  feet. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  mountala 
opened  at  two  places  lower  ftill,oa 
the  land  called  li  Scoperti  di  Pa- 
lermo. Thefe  two  openings,  be- 
ing very  near  each  other,  foon 
formed  but  one,  the  fire  taking  at 
diredlion  to  the  weft,  where  the 
firft  lava  flowed.  They  each  united 
in  the  plain  called  de  Santi,  and 
overran  the  fpace  of  one  third  of  a 
mile.  The  firft  lava  again  f{;pa- 
rated  itfelf  from  the  others,  con- 
tinuing its  courfe  alone  in  the 
valley  del  Udfienza,  where  it  flow- 
ed again,  although  more  flowly, 
threatening  the  country  of  la 
Malta,  and  the  lands  of  the  Ca- 
valier, which  belong  to  the  Bene- 
diftines  of  Catania.  The  two 
other  lavas  took  a  direftion  to- 
wards Mount  Parmentelli;  thebafe 
of  which,  to  the  extent  of  about 
two  miles,  they  quite  furrounded, 
then  flowing  by  the  call:  of  Mount 
del  Mazzo,  they  exter^ded  along 
the  vineyards  of  Rugalira,  and, 
after  having  fucceffively  overrua 
the  fpace  of  three  leagues,  they 
flopped  on  the  25th  of  May.  The 
greatelt  breadth  of  this  branch  was 
one  mile,  and  its  elevation  about 
five  feet. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th,  3 
new  mouth  opened  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Parmentelli,  in  the  middle 
of  the  lava.  Thb  volcano,  for 
more  than  an  hour,  threw  out 
ilones  of  a  prodigious  fiae,  and  to 

a  very 
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a  very  confiderable  height.  The 
£re  tiext  opened  itfelf  a  paffage, 
clividing  into  two  branches,  the 
finl  to  the  weft  of  the  Mount  del 
^Ja/zo,  which  it  enclpfed,  and  the 
other  along  ihe  wocd  and  vine 
yards  of  Rugiiira  for  about  a 
league. 

At  the  end  of  five  days  the  fire 
feemed  to  be  dimlnifhed,  and  ad- 
vanced but  very  flowly  ;  but  ic  was 
loon  perceived  again  in  a  very 
fenfible  degree  ;  and  on  the  5th 
of  this  month  [July]  threw  out 
fuch  a  prodigious  quantity,  that 
the  arm  of  the  lava,  which  was 
then  only  thirty  feet  broad,  aug- 
mented to  fifty,  in  about  half  an 
hour,  and  it  ftill  continues  with 
the  fame  force.  But  as  it  finds 
the  firft  Java  cooled,  it  runs  upon 
it,  raifing  it  to  the  heiglit  of  more 
than  thirty  feet,  in  throwing  it  up 
forward,  and  on  the  fides ;  fo  that 
if  the  refiftance  this  new  lava  is 
obliged  to  combat  retards  its  pro- 
grefs,  it  neverthelefs  extends  it  in 
breadth,  and  produces  the  famt 
4eftruftive  efFefts. 

On  the  furface  of  this  lava,  in 
almoft  its  whole  extent,  we  obferve 
evaporations,  or  globes  of  fire  of 
diiferent  colours,  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  bitumen, 
iutphur,  "arfenic,  and  vitriol,  of 
which  the  mafs  is  compofed,  and 
which  the  chymifts,  who  have  ana- 
lyzed it,  fay  is  very  plentiful. 

The  damage  already  caufed  by 
this  eruption  is  eltimated  at  4.0,000 
Sicilian  crowns ;  but  many  perfons 
apprehend  it  to   be    more  confi- 


derable. The  lava  continues  itff 
courfe  towards  Palermo,  from 
whencf  it  is  now  diftant  no  more 
than  eight  miles ;  and  this  is  the 
richeit  and  btlt  cultivated  country 
of  Mount  iEtna. 


Of  the  Effeas  of  Volca... 

the  6ot  -jirifigs,  in  \i:elaa(l.  jc.^ 
Dr.  Von  Troll's  Letters. 

WE  caft  anchor  not  far  frofn 
Beffeftedr,  the  dv-.e!]ing- 
place  of  the  celebrated  Sturlefon, 
where  we  found  two  trafts  of  lava 
called  Gorde  and  Hualey-re-Hr^un, 
(for  what  we  and  the  Italians  call 
lava  is  in  Iceland  called  Hraun, 
from  Hrinna,  to  flow)  of  which 
the  laft  particularly  was  remark- 
able, fince  we  found  there,  befides 
a  whole  field  covered  with  lava, 
which  muft  have  been  liquid  in  the 
higheft  degree,  whole  mountains 
of  tuff.  Chance  had  direded  us 
exaftly  to  a  fpoton  which  we  could, 
better  than  on  any  other  part  of 
Iceland,  confider  the  operations  of 
a  fire  which  had  laid  wafte  a  tradl 
of  ten  or  twelve  miles  *.  We  fpent 
feveral  days  here  in  examining 
every  thing  with  fo  much  the  more 
pleafure;  tor  we  found  ourfelves, 
as  it  were,  in  a  new  world. 

We  had  now  feen  almoft  all  the 
effefts  of  a  volcano,  except  the 
crater,  from  which  the  fire  had 
proceeded  :  in  order  therefore  to 
examine  this  likewife,  we  under- 
took a  journey  of  twelve  days  to 
Mount  Heckla  itfelf ;  we  travellexl 


^  *  The  miles  mentioned  by  Dr.  Troil  are  always  Swedifh,  ten  and  a  half  of 
which  are  equal  to  a  degree  on  one  of  the  great  circles  of  the  globe  ;  and  there- 
fore, one  Swedilh  mile  is  nearly  equal  to  fix  Englilh  ftatute-railes.  Ten  or 
twelre  miles  are  therefore  fixty  or  feventy-two  Englilh  miles. 
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fifty  or  fixty  miles  *  over  an  un- 
interrupted traft  of  lava,  and 
gained  the  pleafure  of  being  the 
firft  who  ever  reached  the  fummit 
of  this  celebrated  volcano.  The 
caufe  that  no  one  had  been  there 
before  is  partly  founded  in  fuper- 
ftition,  and  partly  in  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  the  afcent  before  the 
lalV  eruption  of  fire.  There  was 
not  one  of  our  company  who  did 
not  wifh  to  have  his  deaths  a  little 
iigrted,  only  for  the  fake  of  feeing 
Heckla  in  a  blaze;  and  we  almoft 
flartered  ourfelves  with  this  hope, 
for  the  biftiop  of  Skallholt  had 
informed  us  by  letter,  in  the 
night  between  the  5th  and  6th  of 
September,  the  day  before  our 
arrival,  flames  had  proceeded  from 
it  ;  but  now  the  mountain  was 
more  quiet  than  we  wiihed.  We 
however  pafl"ed  our  time  very 
agreeably,  from  one  o'clock  in 
the  night  till  two  next  day,  in 
vifiting  the  mountain.  We  were 
even  fo  happy,  that  the  clouds 
which  covered  the  greateft  part  of 
it  difperfed  towards  evening,  and 
procured  us  the  moft  extenfive 
profpedl  imaginable.  The  moun- 
tain is  fomething  above  five  thou- 
fand  feet  high,  and  feparates  at 
the  top  into  three  points,  of  which 
that  in  the  middle  is  the  higheft. 
The  moft  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  mountain  confifts  of  lava,  the 
reft  is  alhes,  with  hard,  folid  ftones 
thrown  from  the  craters,  together 
with  fome  pumice  flones,  of  which 
we  found  only  a  fmall  piece,  with 
a  little  native  fulphur.  A  de- 
fcription  of  the  various  kinds  of 
ftones  to  be  found  here  would  be 
too  prolix,  and  partly  unintelli- 
gible ;  and  1   fo  much  the  more 


willingly  omit  it,  as  I  hope  to 
fatisfy  your  curiofity,  as  foon  as 
the  colledtion  I  made'of  them  ar- 
rives in  Sweden. 

Amongft  many  other  craters  or 
openings,  four  were  peculiarly  re- 
markable ;  the  firft,  the  lava  of 
which  had  taken  the  form  of  ftacks 
of  chimneys,  half  broken  down  ; 
another,  from  which  water  had 
ftreamed  ;  a  third,  all  the  ftones 
of  which  were  red  as  brick ;  and— 
laftly,  one  from  which  the  lavi 
had  burft  forth  in  a  ftream,  and 
was  divided  at  fome  diftance  into 
three  arms.  1  have  faid  before, 
that  we  were  not  fo  happy  to  fee 
Heckla  vomit  fire  ;  but  there  were 
fufficient  traces  of  its  burning  in- 
wardly ;  for  on  the  upper  half  of 
it,  covered  o»«r  with  four  or  five 
inches  deep  of  fnow,  we  frequently 
obferved  fpots  without  any  fnow; 
and  on  the  higheft  point,  where 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer  was  at 
24°  in  the  air,  it  rofe  to  i53^ 
when  it  was  fet  down  on  the 
ground  ;  and  in  fome  little  holes 
it  was  fo  hot,  that  we  could  no 
longer  obferve  the  heat  with  a. 
fmall  pocket  thermometer.  It  is . 
not  known  whether,  fince  the  year 
1693,  Heckla  has  been  burnings 
till  1766,  when  itliegan  to  vomit 
flames  on  the  firft  of  April,  burnt 
for  a  long  while,  and  deftroyed  the 
country  many  miles  around.  Laft 
December  fome  flames  likewife 
proceeded  from  it ;  and  the  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  believe  it 
will  begin  to  burn  again  very  foon, 
as  they  pretend  to  have  obferved, 
that  the  rivers  thereabouts  are 
drying  up.  It  is  believed  that  this 
proceeds  from  the  mountain's  at- 
trafting  the  water,   and  is  confi- 


Three  hundred  or  three  hundred  and  fixty  Englifli  miles. 
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dered  as  a  certain  fign  of  an  im- 
pending eruption.  Befides  this, 
the  mountains  of  Myvatn  and 
Kattlegia  are  known  in  this  cen- 
tury, on  account  of  the  violent 
eruptions  of  the  former,  between 
the  years  1730  and  1740,  and  of 
the  latter  in  1756. 

/  But  permit  me.  Sir,  to  omit  a 

farther  account  of  the  volcano  at 
this  time*,  in  order  to  fpeak  of 
another  efFedl  of  the  fire,  which  is 
snore  curious  and  as  wonderful  as 
the  firll,  therefore  muft  be  the 
more  remarkable,  as  there  is  not 
in  any  part  of  the  known  world 
any  thing  that  refembles  it  ;  I 
mean  the  hot  fprings  of  water 
which  abound  in  Iceland  f. 

They  have  different  degrees  of 
warmth,  and  are  on  that  account 
divided  by  the  inhabitants  them- 
felves  into  laugerj  or  warm  baths, 
and  huerer,  or  fprings  that  throw 
up    the    water   to   a  confiderable 

,  height ;  the  firft  are  found  in  feve- 
lal  other  parts  of  Europe,  though 
I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  em- 
ployed to  the  fame  purpofes  in  any 
other  place ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
inhabitants  do  not  bathe  in  them 
tere  merely  for  their  health,  but 
they  are  likewife  the  occafion  for  a 
fcene  of  gallantry.  Poverty  pre- 
vents here  the  lover  from  making 
prefents  to  his  fair  one,  and  nature 
prefents  no  flowers  of  which  gar- 
lands elfewhere  are  made  :  it  is 
therefore  cuftomary,  that  inftead  of 
all  this  the  fwain  perfedlly  cleanfes 
one  of  thefe  baths,  which  is  to  be 
afterwards  honoured  with  the  vifits 
of  his  bride.  The  other  kind  of 
iprings  mentioned  above  deferves 


more  attention.  I  have  feen  a 
great  number  of  them  ;  but  will 
only  fay  fomething  of  three  of  the 
moll  remarkable.  Near  L.auger- 
vatn,  a  fmall  lake  of  about  a  mile 
in  circumference,  which  is  about 
two  days  journey  diftant  from 
Heckla,  I  faw  the  firft  hot  fpouting 
fprings;  and  I  muft  confefs  that  it 
was  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  fights 
I  ever  beheld.  The  morning  was 
uncommonly  clear,  and  the  fun 
had  already  begun  to  gild  the  tops 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  ; 
it  was  fo  perfed  a  calm,  that  the 
lake  on  which  fome  fwans  were 
fwimming  was  as  fmooth  as  a 
looking-glafs,  and  round  about  it 
arofe,  in  eight  different  places,  the 
fteam  of  the  hot  fprings,  which  ■ 
loft  itfelf  high  in  the  air. 

Water  was  fpouting  from  all 
thefe  fprings  ;  but  one  in  parti- 
cular continually  threw  up  in  the 
air  a  column  from  18  to  24.  feet  d 
high,  and  from  6  to  8  feet  dia- 
meter; the  water  was  extremely 
hot.  A  piece  of  mutton,  and  fome 
falmon  trouts,  as  likewife  a  ptar- 
migan, were  almoft  boiled  to 
pieces  in  fix  minutes,  and  tafted 
excellently.  I  wilh  it  was  in  my 
power.  Sir,  to  give  you  a  defcrip* 
tion  of  this  place  as  it  deferves ; 
but  I  fear  it  would  always  remain 
inferior  in  point  of  expreffion.  So 
much  is  certain  at  leaft,  nature 
never  drew  from  any  one  a  more 
chearful  homage  to  her  great 
Creator  than  I  here  paid  him. 

At  Reikum  was'  another  fpout  of 
the  fame  fort;  the  water  of  which, 
1  was  afTured,  rofe  to  60  or  70  feet         i 
perpendicular  height  fome    years        | 


•  Dr.  Troil  treats  more  at  large  of  the  Icelandic  volcanoes  in  his  i8th  and 
X^th  letters;  and  in  the  aoth  he  ipeaks  more  particularly  of  mount  Heckla. 
•\  The  zilt  letter  treats  more  fully  of  the  hot  fprings  Jn  Iceland. 

ago; 
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ago ;  but  a  fall  of  earth  having 
almoft  covered  the  whole  opening, 
it  now  fpouted  only  between  54 
and  60  feet  fideways.  We  found 
here  a  great  many  petrified  leaves 
in  this  place,  as  likewife  fome  na- 
tive fulphur,  of  which  alfo  the  wa- 
ter had  a  much  Arooger  talle  than 
any  where  elfe. 

I  have  referved  the  mofi;  remark- 
able water-fpout  for  the  end;  the 
defcription  of  which  will  appear  as 
incredible  to  you  as  it  did  to  me, 
could  I  not  aiTure  you  that  it  is  all 
perfedlly  true,  for  I  would  not 
aver  any  thing  but  what  I  have 
feen  myfelf.  At  Geyfer,  not  far 
from  Skallholt,  one  of  the  epif- 
copal  fees  in  Iceland,  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary large  fpouting  fountain 
is  to  be  feen,  with  which  the  cele- 
brated water-works  at  Marley  and 
St.  Cloud,  and  at  CafTel,  and  Her- 
renhaufen  near  Hanover,  can  hardly 
be  compared.  One  fees  here,  within 
the  circumference  of  half  a  mile  *, 
40  or  50  boiling  fprings  together, 
which,  I  believe,  all  proceed  from 
one  and  the  fame  refervoir.  In 
fome  the  water  is  perfedlly  clear, 
in  others  thick  and  clayey ;  in 
fome,  where  it  pafles  through  a 
line  ochre,  it  is  tinged  red  as 
fcarlet ;  and  in  others,  where  it 
flows  over  a  paler  clay,  it  is  white 
as  milk. 

The  water  fpouts  up  from  all, 
from  fome  continually,  from  others 
only  at  intervals.  The  laigeft 
fpring,  which  is  in  the  middle, 
particularly  engaged  our  attention 
the  whole  day  that  we  fpent  here, 
from  fix  in  the  morning  till  feven 
at  night.  The  aperture  through 
which  the  water  arofe,  and  the 
depth  of  which  I  cannot  deter- 


mine, was  19  feet  in  diameter  ; 
round  the  top  of  it  is  a  bafon, 
which,  together  with  the  pipe, 
has  the  form  of  a  cauldron  ;  the 
margin  of  the  bafon  is  upwards  of 
nine  feet  one  inch  higher  than  the 
conduit,  and  its  diameter  is  of 
fifty-fix  feet.  Here  the  water  docs 
not  fpout  continually,  but  only  by 
intervals  feveral  times  a  day;  and, 
as  I  was  informed  by  the  people  ia 
the  neighbourhood,  in  bad  rainy 
weather,  higher  than  at  other 
times. 

On  the  day  that  we  were  there, 
the  water  fpouted  at  ten  different 
times,  from  fix  in  the  morning  till 
eleven  A.  M.  each  time,  to  the 
height  of  between  five  and  tea 
fathoms ;  till  then  the  water  had  / 
not  rifen  above  the  margin  of  the 
pipe,  but  now  it  began  by  degrees 
to  fill  the  upper  bafun,  and  at  laft 
ran  over.  The  people  who  were 
with  us  told  us,  that  the  water 
would  foon  fpout  up  much  higher 
than  it  had  done  till  then,  and  this 
appeared  very  credible  to  u-s.  To 
determine  its  height  therefore, 
with  the  utmoft  accuracy.  Dr. 
Lind,  who  had  accompanied  us 
on  this  voyage  in  the  capacity 
of  an  aflronomer,  fct  up  his  qua* 
drant. 

Soon  after  four  o'clock  we  ob- 
ferved  that  the  earth  began  to 
tremble  in  three  different  places, 
as  likewife  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
v.'hich  was  about  three  hundred 
fathoms  diilant  from  the  mouth  of 
the  fpring.  We  alfo  frequently 
heard  a  fubterraneous  noife  like 
the  difcharge  of  a  cannon  ;  and 
immediately  after  a  column  of 
water  fpouted  from  the  opening, 
which  at  a  great  height  divided 


About  three  Engliih  miles. 
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itfelf  into  feveral  rays,  and,  ac-  , 
cording  to  the  obfervations  made 
with  the  quadrant,  was  ninety- two 
feet  high.  Our  great  furprize  at 
this  uncommon  force  of  the  air 
and  fire  was  yet  increafed,  when 
many  done?,  which  we  had  flung 
into  the  aperture,  were  thrown  up 
again  with  the  fpouting  water. 
You  can  eafily  conceive.  Sir,  with 
how  much  pleafure  we  (pent  the 
day  here ;  and  indeed,  I  am  not 
much  ftirprized,  that  a  people  fo 
much  inclined  to  fuperftltion  as  the 
Icelanders  are,  imagine  this  to  be 
the  entrance  of  hell;  for  this  rea- 
fon  they  feldom  pafs  one  of  thefe 
openings  without  fpitting  into  it ; 
or,  as  they  fay,  ufi  f aniens  mun, 
into  the  devil's  mouth. 


Of  the  Ba/altic  Pillars.  From  Pro- 
feffor  Bergman'j  Letter  to  Dr. 
TroiL 

OF  all  the  mountains  hitherto 
known,  there  are  without 
doubt  not  any  more  remarkable 
^han  thofe  that  are  compofed  of 
angular  pillars.  A  few  years  ago 
only  one  or  two  of  this  kind  were 
known  ;  but  new  ones  are  daily 
difcovered,  which  is  a  plain  proof 
iow  much  our  attention  requires 
being  rouzed  to  prevent  it  from 
numbering,  on  themoft  important 
occafions. 

It  cannot  be  much  doubted  that 
there  has  been  fome  connedions 
between  thefe  pillars,  and  the  ef- 
fedls  of  a  fubterraneous  fire,  as  they 
are  found  in  places  where  the  figns 
of  fire  are  yet  vifible ;  and  as  they 
are  even  found  mixed  with  lava, 
tuiF,  and  other  fubllances  pro- 
duced by  fire. 

The  caufe  of  the  regular  form  of 


thefe  pillars  is  a  problem  which  we 
have  hitherto  been  unable  to  folve 
fatisfaftorily.  This'  difficulty  has 
appeared  fo  infurmountable  to 
feme,  that  thdy  have  thought  it 
impofllble  to  be  the  efFefts  of  na- 
ture, and  have  confidercd  them  as 
works  made  by  human  hands :  this 
idea  betrays  the  utmoll  ignorance 
in  regard  to  the  true  nature  of 
thefe  mountains  of  pillars,  and  does 
not  even  deferve  a  refutation. 

As  far  as  we  know,  nature  makes 
ufe  of  three  methods  to  produce 
regular  forms  in  the  mineral  king- 
dom, namely,  that  of  cryilallizatioa 
or  precipitation  :  zdly,  thecrufting 
or  fettling  of  the  external  furface 
of  a  liquid  mafs  whilft  it  is  cool- 
ing :  and,  3dly,  the  burfting  of  a 
moift  fubftance  whillt  it  is  drying. 

The  firft  method  is  the  molt 
common,  but  to  all  appearance 
nature  has  not  made  ufe  of  this  in 
the  prefent  cafe.  Cryftals  are  fel- 
dom or  never  found  in  any  con- 
fiderable  quantity  running  in  the 
fame  diredion,  but  either  inclining 
from  one  another,  or,  what  is  ftill 
more  common,  placed  towards  one 
another  in  feveral  floping  diredlions. 
They  are  alfo  generally  feparated  a 
little  from  one  another,  when  they 
are  regular  ;  the  nature  of  the 
thing  likewife  requires  this  ;  be- 
caufe  the  feveral  particles,  of 
which  the  cryftals  are  compofed, 
muft  have  the  liberty  of  following 
that  power  which  affefts  their  re- 
gular difpofition. 

The  bafalt  columns,  on  the 
contrary,  whofe  height  are  fre- 
quently from  thirty  to  forty  feet, 
are  placed  parallel  to  one  another 
in  confiderable  numbers,  and  fo 
clofe  together  that  the  point  of  a 
knife  can  hardly  be  introduced 
between  them,    Befides,  in  moft 

places^ 


NATURAL     HISTORY. 


97 


places,  each  pillar  is  divided  into 
feveral  parts  or  joints,  that  feem 
to  be  placed  upon  one  another  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  cryftals  to  be  formed  above 
one  another  in  different  layers, 
when  the  folvent  has  been  vifibly 
diminifhed  at  diiferent  times  ;  but 
then  the  upper  cryHals  never  fit  fo 
exadtly  upon  the  lower  ones  as  to 
produce  conneded  prifms  of  the 
fame  length  and  depth  as  all  the 
lirata  taken  together,,  but  each 
flratum  feparately  forms  its  own 
eryllals. 

How  then  can  the  Giant's  Caufe- 
way,  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
Fingal's  Cave  at  Staffa,  and  all 
other  aflemblages  of  pillars  of  the 
fame  kind,  be  confidered  as  cry- 
ftallizations  ?  Precipitation,  both 
in  the  wet  and  dry  manner,  re- 
quires that  the  particles  Ihould  be 
free  enough  to  iix  themfelves  in  a 
certain  order  ;  and  as  this  is  not 
pradicable  in  a  large  melted  mafs, 
no  cryftallizations  appear  in  it, 
except  on  its  furface,  or  in  its 
cavities. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  bafalts  in 
a  frelh  fi  afture  do  not  {hew  a  plain 
fmooth  furface  under  the  microf- 
cope,  but  appear  fometimes  like 
grains  of  diiferent  magnitude,  and 
at  other  times  refemble  fine  rays 
running  in  different  dirodtions,  that 
do  not  correfpond  with  the  internal 
ilrudure  of  the  eryllals,  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  examine  in 
another  place. 

From  what  I  nave  hitherto  men- 
tioned, the  opinion  that  the  balaits 
have  been  produced  by  cryftalliza- 
lion,  ijecomes  at  ieait  Jcfs  probable, 
whether  we  admit  the  wet  or  dry 
method.  But  J  mud  not  omit  that 
the  fpars  exhibit  a  kind  of  cryltal- 
lixstion,  which  at  firlt  fight  relsm- 
.     Vol.   XXIII.  ' 


bles  a  heap  of  bafalts ;  but,  upon 
a  clofer  examination,  a  very  greac 
di (Terence  is  obferved.  The  form 
of  the  (par  is  every  where  alike, 
but  the  bafalts  differ  from  one  an- 
other in  point  of  fize  and  number 
of  fides  ;  the  former,  when  broken, 
coniifts  of  many  fmall  unequal 
cubes,  but  the  bafalt  does  not  lepa- 
rate  in  regular  parts,  &c. 

Nature's  fecond  method  to  pro- 
duce regular  forms  is  that  of  crull- 
ing  the  outer  furface  of  a  melted 
mafs,  by  a  fudden  refrigeration. 
Nature,  to  efFed  this  purpofe, 
makes  ufe  of  polyedrous  and  irre- 
gular forms.  If  we  fuppofe*  a 
confiderable  bed,  which  is  become 
fluid  by  fire, and fpread  over  aplain, 
it  evidently  appears  that  the  far- 
face  mull  firft  of  all  lofe  the  degree 
of  heat  requifite  for  melting,  and' 
begin  to  congeal  ;  but  the  cold  re- 
quifite for  this  purpofe  likewife 
contrads  the  uppermolt  congealed 
flratum  into  a  narrower  fpace,  and 
confequently  caufes  it  to  feparates 
from  the  remaining  liquid  mafs, 
as  the  fide  expofed  to  the  air  is  al- 
ready too  fliff  to  give  way.  In  this  . 
manner  a  llratum  is  produced  run- 
ning' in  a  parallel  direction  with 
the  whole  mafs,  others  Hill  are  pro- 
duced by  the  fame  caitfe,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  refrigeration  pene- 
trates deeper. 

Hence  we  may,  in  my  opinion, 
very  plainly  fee  how  a  bed  may  be 
divided  into  flrata.  In  the  fame 
manner  the  refrigeration  advances 
on  the  fides,  and  confequently  di- 
vides the  flrata  into  polyedrous 
pieces  bf  pillars,  that  can  hardly 
ever  be  exadly  fqoare,  as  the 
flrcngefl  refrigeration  into  the 
inner  parts  of  the  mafs  advances 
almofl  in  a  diagonal  line  from  the 
corners.     If  we  add  to  this,  that  a 

H  large 
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largemafs  cannot  be  equal  through- 
out its  compofition ,  nor  every  where 
liquid  in  the  fame  degree,  it  will 
be  eafy  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  fe- 
veral  irregularities.  If  the  depth 
of  the  bed  is  very  confiderable,  in 
proportion  to  its  breadth,  prif- 
jnatic  pillars,  without  crofs-divifi- 
ons,  are  produced,  at  leall  length- 
ways from  the  uppermoft  farface 
downwards. 

The  third  wayis  perfeftly  fimxlar 
to  the  preceding  in  refpeft  to  the 
efFedl,  but  is  different  from  it  by 
the  mafs  being  foaked  with  water, 
and  by  the  burfting  of  it  afunder, 
which  is  the  efFeil  of  thecontraftion 
whilft  it  is  drying.  If  we  fuppofe 
jfuch  a  bed  to  be  fpread  over  a  le- 
vel fpace,  the  drying  advances  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  refrigera- 
tion in  the  former  cafe. 

This  feparation  into  ftrata  pro- 
perly happens  when  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  clay  enters  into  the 
wholecompofition,  becaufe  the  clay 
decreafes  more  than  any  other  kind 
of  earth  in  drying. 

We  muft  now  examine  which 
of  thefe  two  ways  may  beft  ferve  to 
explain  the  manner  in  which  the 
bafalts  are  produced,  for  it  is 
hardly  poflible  that  they  fhould 
have  been  formed  by  cryllal- 
3ization. 

However  well  founded  the  opi- 
nion may  appear  of  deducing  them 
from  a  melted  fubiUnce,  feveral 
very  confiderable  objedions  may 
neverthelefs  be  raiffed  againlt  it, 
that  I  fhall  not  forget  to  mention. 
It  feems  therefore  mo.'-e  credible  to 
me,  that  they  have  been  produced 
out  of  their  fubftance  whilil  it  was 
yet  foft,  or  at  lead  not  too  hard  to 
be  foftened  by  exhalations.  If  we 
therefore  fuppofe  that  a  bed  is 
fpread  over  a  place  where  a  volcano 


begins  to  work,  it  is  evident  that  a 
great  quantity  of  the  water,  always 
prefent  on  thefe  occafions,  is  driven 
upwards  in  exhalations  or  vapours; 
thefe  it  is  well  known  poflefs  a 
penetrating  foftening  power,  by 
means  of  which  they  alfo  produce 
their  firftefFeft;  but  when  they  are 
increafed  to  a  fuffifient  quantity, 
they  force  this  tough  moift  fub- 
ftance upwards,  which  then  gra- 
dually falls,  and  during  this  time 
burlls  in  the  manner  defcribed 
above. 

My  reafons  for  this  opinion  are 
thefe  ;  firil,  we  do  not  find  the 
internal  grain  of  the  bafalts  melted 
or  vitrified,  which  however  foon 
happens  by  fufion,  and  for  that 
purpofe  a  very  fmall  degree  of  fire 
only  is  requifite.  It  confequently 
is  very  hard  to  explain  how  this 
fubltance  could  have  been  fo  fluid, 
that  no  traces  of  bubbles  appear  in 
it  (at  leail  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover  any  on  the  niceft  exami- 
nation into  the  Scotch  and  Icelan- 
dic bafalts)  and  yet  when  broken 
appear  dull  and  uneven.  I  know 
very  well  that  lava  is  feldom  vitri- 
fied within  ;  but  the  great  number 
of  bubbles  and  pores  which  are 
found  in  the  whole  mafs,  are  more 
than  fuificient  proofs  that  it  has  not 
been  perfedlly  melted  to  its  fmallefl 
parts,  but  has  only  been  brought  to 
be  near  fiuid. 

Secondly,  the  bafalts  fo  much 
refemble  the  more  fine  trapp,  both 
inrefpeft  to  their  grain  and  original 
compofition,  that  they  can  hardly 
bedillinguifhed  in  fniall  fragments, 
as  will  be  more  plainly  proved  in 
the  comparifon  I  hereafter  make. 
See  No.  24. 

But  the  trapp  in  all  probability 
has  never  been  melted,  at  leall: 
not  in    ihofe  parts   where  1  hnve 
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had    opportunities    of  examining 
it. 

Almoft  in  all  the  Weft  Gothia 
llratified  mountains,  the  Uppermolt 
ftratum  is  trapp ;  and  it  rouft  be 
properly  obferved  that  it  always 
lies  upon  black  allum  flate.  Is  ic 
therefore  credible  that  this  fub- 
ftance,  which  in  many  places  ex- 
ceeds a  hundred  yards  in  depth,  can 
have  been  perfeftly  melted  with- 
out cauGng  the  flate  lying  beneath 
it  to  lofe  fome  part  of  its  black- 
nefs,  even  in  thoie  places  where 
they  touch  one  another,  as  this  ef- 
fe&.  may  be  produced  in  a  fmall 
culinary  fire  ? 

There  is  befides  a  more  fine  kind 
of  trapp,  which  is  generally  found 
in  veins  or  loads,  and  frequently  in 
very  antient  mountains,  where  not 
the  leaft  traces  of  fubterranean  fire 
are  to  be  feen. 

'I  he  bafalt  mountains  feem  to  be 
very  antient,  at  leaft  I  do  not  know 
that  the  age  of  any  one  is  afcer- 
tained.  Should  they  then  be  fo 
old,  that  the  fubftance  of  the  trapp 
was  not  yet  perfeftly  hardened, 
when  were  they  produced?  Befides, 
we  frequently  find  to  this  dayclayey 
fubftanccs  at  a  great  depth,  which 
arefofoft  that  they  may  be  fcraped 
by  the  nail,  but  afterwards  become 
very  hard  when  expofed  to  the 
air. 

There  have  without  doubt  been 
many  eruptions  of  fire  on  the  ifle 
of  StafFa,  as  the  fituation  of  the 
pillars,  and  their  being  removed 
out  of  their  places,  evidently 
prove. 

You,  Sir,  have  likewife  brought 
a  very  clear  proof  of  this  from 
thence,  which  is  a  piece  of  bafalt, 
that  exteriorly  is  full  of  hollows, 
apd  in  a  manner  burnt. 


A  hard  fubftance,  when  expofed 
to  a  degree  of  heat  infufficient  to 
melt  the  whole  piece,  may  hovvevec 
be  attacked  by  it  in  fome  parts  of 
the  furface  moft  liable  to  become 
fluid.  The  mixture  of  a  large 
mafs  is  feldom  every  where  fo  uni- 
form, that  fome  parts  ftiould  not  be 
more  liable  to  melt  than  others. 

Crooked  pillars  may  be  produced 
as  well  by  the  drying  as  the  refri- 
geration of  a  liquid  mafs  ;  for  this 
purpofe  it  is  only  necefl^ary  that  the 
furface  fliould  be  bent,  as  the  ftra- 
tum always  runs  in  a  parallel  di- 
reflion  with  it. 

From  what  I  have  hitherto  faid, 
you  will  perceive  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  the  bafalts  have  been  produced 
by  the  afliftance  of  a  fubterraneaa 
fire,  but  that  it  is  not  yet  deter- 
mined whether  they  have  been  fe- 
parated  by  the  fufion,  or  -by  dry- 
ing :  this  laft  however  appears 
more  credible  to  me  on  account  of 
the  reafons  I  have  mentioned.  For 
to  fpeak  ftridly,  the  fubftances  in- 
clofed  in  the  bafalts,  though  they 
fhould  even  be  volcanic,  do  not 
yet  with  certainty  prove  a  preceding 
fufion,  as  a  fubftance  foftened  by 
water  may  be  as  proper  for  it  as 
one  fufed  by  fire.  I  am,  however, 
very  far  from  being  inclined  to 
maintain  my  opinion  any  farthex; 
than  it  agrees  with  certain  experi- 
ments and  obfervations. 

Truth  will  fooner  or  later  be  dis- 
covered ;  and  I  know  nothing  more 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  a  na- 
tural hiftorian,  than  having  wilfully 
obftrufted  its  knowledge. 

Homo  natura:  roinifter  &  inter- 
pres,  tantum  facit  &  intelligit, 
quantum  de  naturae  ordine,  re  vel 
mente  obfervaverit,necamplius  fcit 
aut  poteft.     Bace. 
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Natural  Hijlory  of  the  Grana 
Kermes,  or  Scarlet  Grain,  From 
"Dillon' s  Travels  through  Spain. 


A 


M  O  N  G  S  T  the  various  and 
valuable   produftions    with 


fi(h,  called  the  murex*.  But  m 
courfe  of  time  the  purple  colour 
and  other  tints  having  been  more 
eafily  efFefted  by  means  of  the 
kermes,  the  murex  was  neglefted 
on   account   of  the   expence,  and 


which  the  beneficent   hand  of  na-  tlie  kerhies   we  are  now  fpeaking 

ture  has  enriched  the  dominions  of  of,  was  introduced  ;  which  giving  a 

Spain,  the  Grana  Kermes  is  chiefly  llronger  and   brighter  colour,  was 

deferving  of  attention.     This  va-  univerfally  adopted,  and  fupported 

luable  produdlion  had  been  confi-  its  reputation  for  ages,  till  the  dif- 

derably  negledted  in  that  kingdom  covery  of  America;  as  is  evident 

lince  the  importation  of  cochineal  from  the  many  old  tapeftries,  da- 

from  America  j  however,  the  royal  mafks,  and    velvet   hangings,  ftiil 

Junta  de  Comercio,  or    board   of  preferved  in  cathedrals,  which  fcem 

trade  at  Madrid,  having  an  eye  to  yet  to  retain  their  primitive  luftrc 

the  further  advantages  to  be  drawn  and  brightnefsf . 
from  this  precious  article,  gave  or-         In  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  four- 

ders  a  i^w  years  ago  to  Don  Juan  teenth,  Giles  and  John  Gobelin, 

Pablo  Canals,  diredor  general  of  in  the  year   1667,   under  the   pa- 

the  madder  and  dyes  of  Spain,  to  tronage  of  Colbert,  introduced  the 


report  the  Hate  of  this  produft  ; 
and  to  hioi  I  am  indebted  for 
the  prefenc  information  on  this 
■fubjedl. 

The  grana  kermes  is  the  coccos 
haphica  of  the   Greeks  ;    the  ver- 


fecret  into  France  of  dying  wool- 
len of  that  beautiful  fcarlet  called 
after  their  name,  which  was  done 
with  the  kermes  that  had  been 
long  in  ufe  in  Flanders,  where 
many  old  pieces  of  tapeftry,  though 


jniculus,  or  coccum  infeclorium  of    above  two  hundred  years  old,  had 


the  Romans  ;  and  the  kermes,  al- 
kermes,  of  the  Arabs  ;  being  the 
ingredient  with  which  the  antients 
ufed  to  dye  their  garments  of  that 
.beautiful  grain  colour,  called  coc- 
cinus,  coccineus,  or  cocceus,  dif- 
ferent from  the  purpura  of  the 
Phoenicians,  which  at  firll  had 
been  obtained  from  that  teftaceous 


fcarcely  lolt  any  thing  of  their 
bloom.  But  cochineal,  being  now 
introduced  into  the  dyehouie,  fo 
called  from  the  Latin  word  cocci- 
nella,  as  a  diminutive  of  coccum, 
and  giving  that  brightnefs  to  fcar- 
let, at  firit  called  Dutch,  and  af.. 
terwards  Paris  fcarlet,  the  inven- 
tion of  which,  according  to  Kun- 


*  Though  the  dye  obtained  from  the  murex  was  thought  to  have  been  loft,  it 
feems  to  be  known  on  the  coafts  of  England,  Frarcf,  Spain,  ami  the  Welt  In- 
dies, though  negle6leci  on  account  of  the  great  trouble  and  expence.  See  Padie 
Feijoo,  Tlieat.  critico,  torn.  6.  difc.  4.  According  to  Gage,  they  find  a  fliell- 
fifh  in  the  feas  of  the  SpaiiiHi  Wtft  Indies,  which  perfe^ly  rel'emb'es  the  antient 
•purpura,  and  in  all  probability  is  the  fam".  Cloth  of  Segovia  dyed  with  it, 
ufed  to  fell  for  20  crowns  the  ell,  and  none  but  the  greateft  Spanifh  lords  wore 
it.  Don  Antonio  de  Ulioa  alfo  gives  a  particular  account  of  this  fifli,  and  the 
ufe  madeof  it  in  America. 

f  This  was  tlie  colour  called  ca'-mefi,  by  the   Spaniards  j    cramoifi,  by  the 
•  French  j  and  crinifon,  by  the  iiriglilh. 
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ke^,  is  owing  to  Kufter,  a  Ger- 
man, by  means  of  a  folution  of 
tin  in  aqua  regia  ;  the  kermes 
then  began  to  decline,  and  yield 
in  its  turn  as  the  murex  had  done 
before,  of  which  Colbert  makes  a 
particular  complaint,  in  his  ge- 
neral inJlruftions  to  the  dyers  of 
France,  in  the  year  1671  *.  In- 
fenfibly,  the  kermes  was  totally 
laid  afide,  and  cochineal  made  ufe 
of,  not  only  in  yarns,  but  alfo  in 
filk  ;  this  new  method  being  every 
where  in  falhion,  except  at  Ve- 
nice, and  in  Perfia,  for  fcarlet,  and 
in  othei'  parts  of  the  eait  for  crim- 
fon. 

The  antients  thought  the  kermes 
was  a  gall-nut  on  account  of  its 
figure  and  fjze,  not  being  larger 
than  a  juniper  berry,  round, 
fmooth,  glofly,  and  rather  black, 
with  a  cinereous  down.  It  is 
found  {licking  to  the  branches, 
or  tender  leaves  of  the  oak  called 
in  Spain  co/coxa,  a  derivative  of 
the  Latin  word  cufculium,  the 
coccus  illicis  of  Linneus,  likewife 
called  carrafca  in  Spanilh,  from 
the  Arabic  \^or6  yxquerlat,  foften- 
ed  afterwards  to  ejcarlata  ;  being 
the  fmalleft  fpecies  of  oak,  the 
fame  which  Cafpar  Bauhine  and 
other  botanills  call  ilex  aculcata 
<;occi-glandifcra. 

This  tree,  whofe  height  is  about 
two  or  ihree  feet,  grows  in  Spain, 
Provence^  Languedoc,  and  along 
the  Mediterranean  coaft ;  alfo  in 
Galatia,     Armenia,     Syria,     and 


Perfia,  where  it  was  firft  made 
ufe  of. 

Jofeph  Moya,  a  Catalan  writer 
of  the  laft  century,  publilhed  a 
treatife  entitled  Ramillet  de  Tintu- 
ras,  dedicated  to  the  city  of  Bar-s 
celona,  under  the  feigned  name 
of  Phefio  Mayo.  He  fays,  the 
kermes  is  common  all  over  Spain, 
principally  in  that  part  of  Aragon 
bordering  on  Catalonia,  in  Va- 
lencia, and  in  the  bilhoprick  of 
Badajoz  in  Eftremadura,  as  like- 
wife  in  Setimbre  of  Portugal, 
where  it  is  the  befl:,  and  equal  tq 
the  kermes  of  Galatia  and  Arme^ 
nia.  Mr.  Hellot  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  in  his  Art  of. 
Dying,  chap.  12.  fays  it  is  found 
in  the  woods  of  Vauvert,  Vende- 
man,  and  Narbonne ;  but  more 
abundantly  in  Spain,  towards  Ali- 
cant,  and  Valencia.  It  not  only 
abounds  in  Valencia,  but  alfo  in 
Murcia,  Jaen.  Cordova,  Seville, 
Eltremadura,  la  Mancha,  Serra- 
nias  de  Cuenca,  and  other  places. 

In  Xixona  and  Tierra  de  Rel- 
leu,  there  is  a  diftrift,  called  De 
la  Grana,  where  the  people  of 
Valencia  iirlt  began  to  gather  it, 
whole  example  was  followed  all 
over  Spain.  It  has,  fome  years, 
produced  thirty  thoufand  dollars 
(^cool.)  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Xixona.  In  the  year  1758,  there 
went  out  of  that  town,  Relleu, 
BufTot,  Callilla,  Ibi,  Tibi,  Unil, 
Santa  faz,  Muchiamel,  and  San 
Juan  de  la   Huerca   de  Alicante, 


*  •*  As  the  Phcenicians  neglei^ed  the  aiitieEt  purple,  and  gave  a  preference  to 
the  fcarlet,  vyhufe  coiour  is  lels  coltly  and  mure  beautiful;  juft  lo,  the  French 
have  forinken  our  fcarlet  for  that  of  the  Dutch.  This  new-invented  colour  vvas 
at  lirit  in  eiteem  on  account  of  its  brightnefs;  but  being  ieis  durable  than  that 
of  PVance,  and  under  a  notion  that  they  were  both  equally  liable  to  fpots,  they 
were  loon  laid  afide,  which  occafioued  the  downial  of  oiu-  nioft  valuable  cloth 
mauufiidure?." 
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above  a  thoufand  perfons  to  ga- 
ther the  kermes,  which  was  after- 
wards fent  to  Allcant,  where  it 
was  put  into  caflcs  for  exportation, 
being  chiefly  fhipped  for  Genoa 
and  Leghorn,  paffing  from  thence 
toTunis.  In  the  fame  year,  1758, 
they  gathered  about  300  arrobes  of 
kermes  at  Xixona,  which  fold  for 
about  twenty-four  dollars  (4 1.)  the 
arrobe*,  witk  about  fix  per  cent. 
<3uty  and  ftiipping  charges,  till  on 
board.  In  the  kingdom  of  Seville 
it  is  put  up  to  public  fale,  and  is 
generally  bought  by  the  people 
of  the  neighbourhood,  who  fell  it 
again  for  exportation  to  the  mer- 
chants of  Cadiz. 

Both  antients  and  moderns  feem 
to  have  had  very  confufed  notfons 
concerning  the  origin  and  nature 
of  the  kermcs ;  fome  confidering  it 
as  a  fruit,  without  a  juft  know- 
ledge of  the  tree  which  produced 
5t;  others,  taking  it  for  an  ex- 
Crefcence  formed  by  the  punfture 
of  a  particular  fly,  the  fame  as 
the  common  gall  obferved  upon 
oaks.  Tournefort  was  of  this 
number.  Count  Marfigli,  and 
3Dr.  Nifole,  a  phyfician  of  Mont- 
pelier,  made  experiments  and  ob- 
servations, with  a  view  of  fur- 
ther difcoveries,  but  did  not  per- 
feflly  fucceed.  Two  other  phy- 
iicians  at  Aix,  in  Provence,  Dr. 
Emeric,  and  Dr.  Garidel,  applied 
themfelves  about  the  fame  time, 
and  with  greater  foccefs  j  having 
finally  difcovered  that  the  kermis 
is  in  reality  nothing  elfe  but  the 
body  of  an  infeft  transformed  into 
a  grain,  berry  or  hufk,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  nature ;  whofe 
hiftory  I  Hiall  now  briefly  reliate  : 


The  progrefs  of  this  transforma- 
tion muft  be  confidered  at  three 
difi^erent  feafons.  In  the  firft 
llage,  at  tbe  beginning  of  March, 
an  animalcule,  no  larger  thatv  a 
grain  of  millet,  fcarce  able  to 
crawl,  is  perceived  (licking  to  the 
branches  of  the  tree,  where  it  fixes 
itfelf,  and  foon  becomes  immove- 
able; at  this  period  it  grows  the 
mod,  appears  to  fwell  and  thrive 
with  the  fufteqance  it  draws  in  by 
degrees  :  this  ftate  of  reft  feems  to 
have  deceived  the  curious  obferver, 
it  then  refembling  an  excrefcence 
of  the  bark  :  during  this  period  of 
its  growth,  it  appears  to  be  cover- 
ed with  a  down,  extending  over 
its  whole  frame,  like  a  net,  and 
adhering  to  the  bark :  its  figure  is 
convex,  not  unlike  a  fmall  floe: 
in  fuch  parts  as  are  not  quite  hid- 
den by  this  foft  garment,  many 
bright  fpecks  are  perceived  of  a 
gold  colour,  as  well  as  ftripes  run- 
ning acrofs  the  body  from  one 
fpace  to  another. 

At  the  fecond  ftage  in  April,  its 
growth  is  compleated,.  its  fhape  is 
then  round,  and  about  the  fize  of 
a  pea:  it  has  then  acquired  more 
fircngth,  and  its  down  is  changed 
into  duft,  and  feems  to  be  nothing 
but  a  huUc,  or  a  capfule,  full  of  a 
reddifli  juice  pot  unlike  difcolourr 
ed  blood. 

Its  third  ftate  is  towards  the  end 
of  May,  a  little  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  warmth  of  the 
climate.  The  huflc  appears  replete 
with  fmall  eggs,  lefs  than  the  feed 
of  a  poppy.  Thefe  are  properly 
ranged  under  the  belly  of  the  in- 
feft,  progreflively  placed  in  the 
neft  of  down,  that  covers  its  body. 


•  An  arrobe  is  »5lb.  Spanifli  weight  j  loolb.  Spanifli  weight  tqual  to  971b. 
Englifti, 
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which  it  withdraws  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  eggs :  after  this 
work  is  performed,  it  foon  dies, 
thoHgjh  it  iViW  adheres  to  its  pofi- 
tion,  rendering  a  further  fervice  to 
its  progeny,  and  fhielding  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther or  the  holile  attacks  of  an 
enemy.  In  a  good  feafon  they 
multiply  exceedingly,  having  from 
1800  to  2000  eggs,  which  pro- 
duce the  fame  number  of  animal- 
cules. The  antients  knew  them 
to  be  infeds,  for  Pliny  fays, 
**  Coccum  ilicis  celerrime  in  ver- 
niiculum  fe  mutans."  Lib.  24. 
fcdl.  4.  When  obferved  with  the 
microfcope  in  July  or  Augull,  we 
find  that  what  appeared  as  dull, 
are  fo  many  eggs,  or  open  cap- 
fules,  as  white  as  fnow,  out  of 
each  of  which  ifiues  a  gold  co- 
loured animalcule,  of  the  ftiape  of 
a  cockroche,  with  two  horns,  fix 
feet,  and  a  forked  tail. 

Mr.  De  Reaumur  has  placed  the 
kermes  in  the  clafs  of  gail  infedls, 
on  account  of  the  analogy  in  their 
mode  of  propagation,  and  im- 
moveable form,  continuing  even 
after  death,  like  the  other  fpecies 
of  this  clafs,  found  upon  different 
trees,  appearing  only  like  galls, 
or  excrefcences,  to  the  moit  ac- 
curate naturalists :  therefore  they 
could  not  be  more  properly  named, 
than  gall  infeds.  There  are  of 
them  of  different  (hapes  and  fizes, 
but  that  of  the  cofcoxa  or  carrafca 
(the  kermes)  is  of  a  fpherical  figure, 
about  the  fize  of  a  juniper  berry. 
It  is  found  mofl  plentifully  on  the 
oldeft  and  lowelt  trees,  and  when 
the  kermes  are  gathered  near  the 
fea,  they  are  larger  and  give  a 
brighter  colour  than  thofe  in  any 
other  places. 

There  are  feveral  fpecies  of  galls 


difcovered  on  different  trees  and 
plants  of  Spain,  though  they  only 
make  ufe  of  thofe  gathered  oa 
oaks,  either  for  dying,  or  any 
other  purpofes  ;  fuch  are  thofe, 
from  the  Levant,  called  Aleppo 
galls,  which  were  generally  made 
ufe  of,  til!  it  was  difcovered  by 
frequent  experiments,  that  the  new 
ingredient  called  dividivi  was  pre- 
ferable, being  a  fruit  from  the 
province  of  Carracas.  and  Mara- 
caybo,  in  South  America. 

The  gre^t  myftery  which  hithertp 
had  noc  been  difcovered,  by  thofe  , 
naturalifts  who  knew  how  todiflin- 
guifli  the  gall  infeft  from  the 
galls,  was  to  inveftigate  their  mode 
of  propagation  :  Mr.  de  Reaumur 
affures  us,  that  from  frequent  ob- 
fervations  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
there  are  both  male  and  female, 
but  that  fome  which  are  extremely 
fmall,  transform  themfelves  into 
gnats,  while  others,  growing  larg- 
er, depofit  their  eggs,  without  any 
transformation  ;  from  which,  and 
their  analogy  wich  the  others,  he 
concluded,  that  the  fmali  gnats 
with  wings,  though  large  in  com- 
parifon  with  their  body,  and  ftrip- 
ed  with  a  beautiful  crimfon,  were 
the  males  of  the  gall  infeft  which. 
he  obferved  with  chr  help  of  gi 
microfcope,  feeing  how  they  fe- 
cundate the  females,  before  they 
affume  a  globular  form  towards 
March  ;  but  this  happens  when  it 
is  fcarcely  ever  noticed,  and  in  fo 
fingular  a  manner,  that  a  ccinmoa 
obferver  would  never  imagine  luch. 
an  event  to  have  happened,  or 
even  fuppofe,  that  the  males  wnicJi 
he  faw  fri&ing  about,  had  the 
lenft  connexion  with  the  fema!e<i; 
but  on  the  contrary,  were  fmall* 
gnats  which  accidentally  light  upor^. 
the  fame  boughs ;   if  to  this  ob- 

|i  4  feryatiou 
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fervation  we  add,  that  as  the  new 
kermes  which  come  forth  in  June, 
remain  fmall  without  engaging  our 
attention  till  March  enfuing,  when 
they  begin  to  iwell  without  any 
appearance  of  animal  life,  it  will 
not  be  though tfo extraordinary,  that 
they  have  betn  generally  held  as 
a  vegetable  produdion.  In  Lan- 
guedoc,  and  Provence,  the  poor 
are  employed  to  gather  the  kermes, 
the  women  letting  their  nails  grow 
for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  pick 
them  off  with  greater  facility. 

The  cuftom  of  lopping  oft  the 
boughs  is  very  injudicious,  as  by 
this  means  they  deflroy  the  next 
year's  harveft.  Some  Vv'omen  will 
gather  two  or  three  pounds  a  day, 
the  great  point  being  to  know  the 
places  where  they  are  molt  likely 
to  be  found  hi  any  quantity,  and 
to  gather  them  early  with  the 
morning  dew,  as  the  leaves  are 
more  pliable  and  tender  at  that 
time,  than  after  they  have  been 
dried  and  parched  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun;  flrong  dews  will  occa- 
fionally  make  them  fall  from  the 
trees  founer  than  ufual :  when  the 
pioper  feafon  paffes,  they  fall  off 
of  themfelves,  and  become  food 
for  birds,  particularly  doves.  Some- 
times there  will  be  a  fecond  pro- 
duction, which  is  commonly  of  a 
lefs  fize  with  a  fainter  tinge.  The 
firft  is  generally  found  adhering 
to  the  bark,  as  well  as  on  the 
branches  and  llalks;  the  fecond  is 
principally  on  the  leave?,  as  the 
worms  choofe  that' part  where  the 
nutritioir  juice  preferves  itfelf  the 
longell,  is  moft  abundant,  andean 
be  moll  eafiiy  devoured  in  the 
fhei  t  lime  that  remains  of  their 
exiilence,  the  bark  being  then 
drier  and  harder  than  the  leaves. 


Tliofe  who  buy  the  kermes  to 
fend  to  foreign  parts,  fpread  it  on 
linen,  taking  care  to  fprinkle  ic 
with  vinegar,  to  kill  the  worms 
that  are  within,  which  produces  a 
red  dull  which  in  Spain  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  hu(k.  Then  they 
let  it  dry,  paffing  it  through  a 
fearce,  and  make  it  up  into  bags. 
In  the  middle  of  each  its  proportion 
of  red  dull  put  in  a  little  leather 
bag  alfo  belongs  to  the  buyer,  and 
then  it  is  ready  for  exportation, 
being  always  in  demand  on  the 
African  coall. 

The  people  of  Hinojos,  Benares, 
Villalba,  and  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Seville,  dry  it  on  mats 
in  the  fun,  llirring  it  about,  and 
feparating  the  red  dull,  which  is 
the  fined  part,  and  being  mixed 
with  vinegar,  gotfs  by  the  name  of 
Pajlel.  The  fame  is  done  with  the 
huflcs;  but  thefe  have  but  half  the 
value  of  the  dull. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  if  this 
branch  of  induftry  was  more  clofe- 
ly  attended  to,  there  is  yet  room 
for  improvement,  and  the  kermes 
would  give  a  brighter  colour,  fi- 
milar  to  that  obtained  from  the 
cochineal,  {ikewife  an  infed  found 
in  the  j^vlexican  woods  on  a  plant 
called  nopal  by  the  Americans, 
and  tuna  by  the  Spaniards;  being 
thQ  opuntia  maxima  folio  obtufo 
rotundo  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and 
the  cadus  opui.ria  of  Linneus^ 

It  is  remarked  that  thole  plants 
which  are  cultivated  by  art,  give 
a  much  finer  cochineal,  known  by 
the  name  of  meflica,  fo  called  from 
the  quantities  colleifled  of  it  in  tl)e 
diftridt  of  Mcteca,  in  the  province 
of  Honduras  *. 

But  neither  the  cochineal,  the 
kermes,  or  any  fimilar  produdion. 


*  Ste  fscond  memoir  of  Mr,  de  Reaunmr,  torn.  4. 
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would  afford  that  beautiful  colour, 
were  it  not  for  the  falts  employed 
jn  the  lye  by  the  dyers,  to  bring 
it  to  perfertion.  Mr.  Maquer,  in 
his  art  £)f  dying  iilks,  affures  us, 
that  the  white  tartar  employed  for 
crimfon  colours,  gives  by  means  of 
its  acidity,  that  brilliancy  to  co- 
chineal, and  that  though  other 
acids  might  produce  the  fame  ef- 
fedl,  it  would  noc  be  with  To  much 
fuccefs.  Mr.  Goguet,  in  his  "ori- 
gin of  laws,  arts  and  fciences," 
tells  us,  the  antients  ufed  a  great 
deal  of  fait,  to  make  their  dyes 
folid,  and  permanent,  fupplying 
the  place  of  our  chemical  prepa- 
racions  by  other  fecrets  unknown  to 
us.  Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  mentions,  that 
conqueror  having  found  in  the 
treasures  of  the  King  of  Perfia  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  purple  fluffs, 
which  though  they  had  lain  by 
above  one  hundred  and  ninety 
years,  ftill  preferved  their  luftre, 
becaufe  they  had  been  prepared 
with  honey  ;  behold,  fays  Mr.  Go- 
guet, a  fecret  unknown  to  us  ! 
but  if  we  refledl  for  a  moment, 
that  honey  is  a  vegetable  fall,  like 
fugar,  we  ftiall  find  it  to  be  the 
fame  as  tartar,  which  is  no  more 
than  an  effential  fait  of  wine  ;  fo 
that  the  falts  employed  by  the  an- 
tients, were  equivalent  to  thofe 
ufed  at  prefent  in  the  dye-houfe. 
Probably  the  falts  of  fruits  have 
the  fame  effeft  in  the  manner  they 
are  ufed  in  Perfia  fordying  offilk, 
where,  inftead  of  tartar  and  honey, 
they  ufe  the  pulp  of  red  melons, 
well  dried,  mixed  with  allum,  ba- 
j-illa,  and  other  falts. 

The  kermes  of  Spain  is  prefer- 
red on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  on 
account  of  its  goodnefs.  The  peo- 
ple of  Tunis  mix  it  with  that  of 


Tetuan,  for  dying  thofe  fcarlet 
caps  fo  much  ufed  in  the  Levant. 
The  Tunilians  export  every  year 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou/« 
fand  dozen  of  thefe  caps,  which 
yields  to  the  Dey  a  revenue  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
hard  dollars,  (33,7501.)  per  an- 
num for  duties  ;  fo  that,  exclufive 
of  the  ufes  and  advantages  of  ker- 
mes in  medicine,  it  appears  to  be 
a  very  valuable  bi;anch  of  com- 
merce in  Spiiin,  and  there  is  ftill 
fufHcient  encouragement  to  ufe 
every  effort  for  its  improvement. 


The  Method  of  making    Saltpetre  in 
Spain.     From  the  Jame. 

N  the  year  1754,  I  received 
orders  from  the  miniftry  to  in- 
fpeft  into  feveral  faltpetre  works, 
as  well  as  into  the  making  of  gun- 
powder, which  having  complied 
with,  the  following  refledlions  oc- 
curred to  my  mind. 

'All  the  profeffors  of  chemiftry  I 
had  converfed  with,  either  in 
France  or  in  Germany,  laid  down 
as  a  fixed  principle,  that  there  are 
three  mineral  acids  in  nature:  that 
the  vitriolic,  is  the  univerfal  one, 
belonging  to  metals,  from  whence 
the  Other  two  arife.  That  the  ni- 
trous is  fecond  in  aftivity,  and 
belongs  to  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  the  marine  being  the  weakeft 
of  all,  is  homogeneous  to  fifli. 
They  do  not  include  the  animal 
acid,  which,  united  with  the  phlo- 
gillon,  forms  the  phofphorus.  I 
was  further  taught,  that  the  fixed 
alkali  of  faltpetre,  did  not  exifl 
purely,  and  fimply  in  nature,  but 
was  generated  by  fire,  and  when 
the)'  found  faltpetre,  to  be  dug 
out  of  the  earth  naturally  in  the 
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F?'^  Indies,  they  thought  to  folve 
'^vtky,  by  faying  it  pro- 
■.,c  :  fo'n  the  incineration  of 
woods,  which  had  impregnated 
t'he  earth  with  this  fixed  alkali, 
ihe  bafis  of  faltpetre  ;  fo  that  I  had 
been  led  to  believe,  it  was  formed 
by  certain  combinations,  that  took 
place  in  the  aft  of  combuftion  ; 
but  I  foon  found  my  error,  when 
I  had  feen  the  method  of  making 
faltpetre  in  the  different  provin- 
ces of  Spain  I  have  now  evi- 
de.nt  proofs  that  the  bafis  of  nitre 
really  exifts  in  the  earth  and  in 
plants,  the  fame  as  in  the  Soda  oi 
Alicant.  Let  thefe  learned  gen- 
tlemen come  to  Spain,  they  may 
convince  themfelves  of  this  truth, 
and  fee  faltpetre  witli  its  alkaline 
bafis,  in  the  manufaftures  of  Caf- 
tile,  Aragon,^  Navarre,  Valencia, 
Murcia,  and  Andalufia,  where  it 
is  made  without  the  affiflance  of 
vegetable  matter ;  fometimes  throw- 
ing in  a  handful  of  afhes  of  mat- 
jyeed,  merely  to  filter  the  lye  of 
earth,  and  though  they  often  meet 
with  gypfeous  Hone  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  their  works,  yet  they 
jnake  excellent  faltpetre  by  boiling 
the  lixivium  of  their  lands  only, 
in  which  they  do  not  find  an  atom 
ofgypfum  ;  confequently  they  have 
gunpowder  in  Spain,  without  be- 
ing indebted  for  its  fixed  alkali, 
to  the  vegetable  kingdom,'  and 
without  tlwvifible  or  ftnfihle  con- 
verfion  of  the  vitriolic  acid  of  gyp- 
fum  into  the  nitrous. 

Having  thus  difcovered  in  Spain 
a  perfedl  fixed  alkali  in  the  earth, 
I  purfued  my  obfervations  on  other 
falls,  and  vegetable  productions, 
and  after  many  refleftions  and  ex- 
periments, I  difcovered  that  fimi- 
lar  fixed  alkalies,  many  oils,  and 
neutral  falts,  proceed  from  diifer- 
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cnt  combinations  of  the  air,  earth, 
and  water,  with  fuch  matters  as 
the  air  conveys  in  a  difTolved  Itate, 
and  that  thefe  three  elements, 
riling,  falling,  and  meeting,  com- 
bine together,  and  form  new 
bodies  in  the  organs  of  vegeta- 
tion. 

Thofe  who  are  verfed  in  phy- 
fics,  agree,  that  all  the  fubftance$ 
of  the  very  globe  we  inhabit,  con- 
fift  of  the  combinations  of  fire, 
water,  earth,  and  air;  why  then 
deny  them  the  power  of  combin- 
ing, in  the  living  organs  of  plants? 
when  we  fo  often  perceive  in  them, 
the  faculty  of  changing,  and  tranf- 
forming  produdions  in  the  king- 
dom of  nature.  In  proof  of  it,  we 
find  that  many  cruciformed  plants 
give,  by  analyfis,  the  fame  volatile 
alkali  as  animals,  notwithftanding 
that  their  tubes  are  fimilar  to  the 
eye  with  thofe  that  give  acids. 

5orae  plants  have  their  roots  fo 
fmall,  and  yet  their  branches, 
leaves  and  fruit  fo  ponderous,  that 
it  appears  impoffible,  fo  inconfi- 
derable  a  root  (hould  draw  fuffi- 
cient  nurture  out  of  the  earth  for 
fuch  various  purpofes.  It  feems 
therefore,  that  the  ambient  air, 
containing  many  diffolved  bodies, 
penetrates  into  the  plants,  and 
combines  in  the  vegetative  tubes, 
forming  thofe  fubfta^ices  difcovered 
by  anatyfation. 

I  have  frequently  feen  water 
melons  in  Spain  weigh  from  twen- 
ty to  thirty  pounds,  with  a  flem  of 
only  two  or  three  ounces,  fo  great 
was  the  increafe  of  the  fibrous  and 
tubulous  fubftance  of  thofe  plants, 
owing  to  the  watery  particles  they 
imbibed  from  the  air.  It  fhould 
feem  then,  that  many  plants  draw 
their  principal  fupport  from  the 
air,  water,  and  a  fmall  portion  of 
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earth,  combined  by  the  impercep- 
tible labour  of  the  vegetative  tubes, 
and  veffels  of  air,  which  convert 
thofe  matters  into  the  produdl^  we 
contemplate,  and  tarte;  many 
plants  producing  all  thefe  effedts 
in  water  only  ;  and  we  find  that 
mint,  and  other  odoriferous  plants 
whofe  roots  grow  in  water,  and  in 
the  air,  give  the  fame  fpiritus  rec- 
tor, and  oils,  as  thofe  that  grow 
in  the  earth. 

Botanifts  know  very  well  that 
thofe  aquatic  plants  that  fpring  up 
from  the  bottom  of  waters  have, 
with  a  very  trifling  deviation,  the 
fame  properties  and  qualities  in 
the  frozen  regions,  as  in  fultry 
and  parching  climates,  and  that 
their  acrimony,  caufticity,  infipi- 
dity,  and  coolnefs,  are  invariable. 

The  experiments  made  by  Van 
Helmont  on  the  willow- tree,  mak- 
ing it  grow  in  water  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  dried  earth,  fhew  how 
much  air,  and  water,  added  to  the 
internal  labour  of  plants,  contri- 
bute to  vegetation. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  we  find  ex- 
periments of  a  celebrated  chemift, 
to  prove  the  exiftence  of  three 
neutral  falcs,  in  the  extraft  of  bor- 
rage.  If  he  had  gone  further,  and 
proved  that  one  of  thefe  three  fahs, 
exifted  in  the  earth,  which  pro- 
duced the  borrage,  he  would  have 
illuftrated  the  fyilem  of  phyfics, 
and  cleared  up  the  point  I  am 
fpeaking  of.  The  fame  memoirs 
mention  another  academician,  who 
reared  an  oak  for  many  years, 
only  with  water,  the  confequences 
of  which  fpeak  for  them felves. 

There  are  millions  of  firs  about 
Valladolid,  and  Tortola,  replete 
with  turpentine,  and  growing  in  a 
fmall  portion  of  earth,  and  great 


qaantity  of  fand,  in  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  that 
the  thoufanrirh  part  of  the  turpen- 
tine, fo  plentifully  produced  by 
thefe  trees,  had  exiiled  ;  ofcourfe, 
it  muft  be  owing  to  channels  of 
air,  connected  with  the  tubes  of 
vegetation. 

The  condudlory  veffels  of  the 
wormwood  of  Granada,  convey  a 
bitter nefs  to  the  very  juice  of  the 
fugar  cane,  which  grows  by  its 
fidf  :  the  foil  of  the  king's  botanic 
garden  ac  Madrid,  is  of  one  equal 
kind,  for  all  the  different  plants 
that  are  reared  there  ;  yet  fome 
produce  a  wholefome  fruit,  while 
others  near  them,  are  poifonous; 
and  one,  with  fixed  alkali,  will 
thrive  clofe  to  another,  full  of  vo- 
latile alkali. 

The  mountains  and  vallies  of 
Spain,  as  well  as  the  gardens,  are 
full  of  aromatic  plants,  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  any  body  has  ever 
extracted  by  analyfis,  any  aroma- 
tic water,  or  volatile  oil,  from  any 
uncultivated  land. 

The  variation  of  foil,  or  cul- 
ture, may  alter  the  form  of  plants, 
change  the  lullre  of  their  drapery, 
or  give  additional  flavour  to  their 
fruit,  but  it  can  never  change 
their  effence  and  nature,  in 
proof  of  this,  it  is  known,  there 
is  only  one  indigenous  tulip  in 
Euiope,  (I  found  it  in  flower  near 
Almaden,)  it  is  fmall,  yellow,  and 
ugly,  appearing  only  in  the  fpririg. 
Gardeners  may  invent  modes  of 
cultivation,  try  all  the  cliinates  of 
Europe,  they  may  produce  larg- 
er tulips  with  brighter  colours, 
but  they  all  will  be  inodorous  ; 
and  the  little  tulip  of  Spain  will 
give,  by  analylis,  the  very  fame 
product  as  the  moft  fuperb  of  the 
call,  whofe  beautiful  garment  in 
common 
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common  with  other  gay  flowers,  is 
owing  to  the  phlogillon  in  the  or- 
gans of  vegeiacion,  and  not  to 
iron  as  has  been  thought.  This 
phlogifton  is  manifeft  by  analyfis 
m  the  leaves,  where' the  leait  atom 
of  iron  has  never  been  difcovered. 

There  are  n-any  lands  in  Spain 
which  naturally  produce  faltpetre, 
fea-falt,  and  vitriolic  falts  j  but 
the  plants  which  grow  fpontaneouf- 
ly  in  thofe  foils,  give  by  analyfis 
the  fame  produdl  as  thofe  of  their 
Ipecies  in  gardens,  where  there 
never  was  any  appearance  of  falt- 
petre, fea-falt,  or  vitriolic  acid. 

Analize  as  often  as  you  pleafe, 
thofe  plants  fo  numerous  near  iron 
mines,  whofe  roots  penetrate  into 
the  very  ore,  or  thofe  that  grow  in 
ferruginous  and  fuperficial  earth, 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  colleft  from 
their  roots,  branches,  afhes,  ex- 
trads,  or  oils,  more  iron,  than 
what  13  found  in  the  fame  fpecies 
of  plants  that  fpring  up  in  places 
without  the  leall  communication 
with  any  fuch  minerak. 

Whatever  efficacy  there  may  be 
in  culture,  and  manure,  to  re- 
move, abforb,  and  open  the  pores 
of  the  earth,  enriching  the  watery 
particles,  lh«t  rife  in  the  vegeta- 
tive tubes,  conveying  new  fub- 
ilances  which  contribute  to  that 
perfection,  we  obferve,  from  the 
foil,  and  which  they  lofe  when 
tranfplant?d,  yet  they  iUll  attain 
various  fubliances  of  vegetation 
from  the  air,  which  chemifts  may 
look  for  in  vain  in  the  earth*. 


Many  plants  are  emollient  in 
the  fpring  and  fummer,  and  aflrin- 
gent  in  autumn  and  winter.  Their 
mucilaginous  quality  admits  of  al- 
teration in  the  tubes,  and  th?  com- 
bination of  earth,  air,  and  water, 
engenders  a  vitriolic  acid  f ,  juil  as 
the  alkali  and  the  leaves  receive 
colour  from  the  phlogillon  ;  from 
whence  1  conceive  the  reafon  of  the 
nitrous  foil  in  Spain,  abounding 
with  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
fixed  natural  alkali  ;  which  calls 
to  my  mind  what  is  fondly  ad- 
vanced by  the  adepts,  '*  that  fome 
lands  have  the  natural  properties 
of  loadftone  to  attract  peculiar  fub- 
liances from  the  air." 

It  is  certain  then,  that  plants 
have  proper  tubes  to  attratt  the 
elements,  and  form  a  natural  fixed 
alkali,  and  have  peculiar  feparate 
principles  which  only  combine  by 
the  means  of  lire  in  the  ad  of  com- 
buftion  to  form  that  artificial  fixed 
alkali  1  had  been  taught  to  believe 
was  the  only  one  that  exifted  in 
nature. 

Perhaps  the  foda  and  falicornia 
may  thrive  better  when  nurtured 
by  fait  water,  but  it  isnolefs  cer- 
tain that  the  alkaline  bafis  of  com- 
mon fait  is  found  formed  in  thefe 
two  plants,  and  in  many  others  as 
well  as  in  the  barilla,  which  is 
fowed  in  many  parts  of  Spain, 
where  they  make  as  good  foap  as 
that  famous  fort  at  Alicant  made 
with  foda  and  falicornia.  With 
refpefl  to  neutral  ialts,  there areac 
leall  five  fubliances,  in  which  they 


*  The  ingenious  author  of  this  reafoning  does  not  feem  to  be  aware,  that  it 
would  be  tqually  fruitlels  to  look  for  theie  fubltances  in  the  water,  or  in  the 
air.  It  is  true  that  we  cannot  exiraiSl  terpentine  fjoin  the  land,  or  from  the 
earth,  in  which  the  fir  trees  of  Valladolid  and  Tortofa  grow  ;  hut  it  is  equaijy 
trufjithat  we  cannot  extract  it  either  from  the  air,  or  from  the  water  of  thofq 
ccuiitries. 


j^  The  exiftence  of  vitriolic  acid  in  vegetables  has  not  yet  been  proved. 
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are  found,  viz.  earth,  plants,  fait 
water,  mineral,  and  artificial  fub- 
ftances. 

After  this  digreflion,  let  us  now 
fee  how  faltpetre  is  generally  made 
in  France  and  in  Spain  ;  I  fay  no- 
thing of  England  or  Holland,  be- 
caufe  they  make  none,  importing 
what  they  want  from  the.Ealt  In- 
dies, where  it  is  found  naturally 
in  the  earth,  as  in  Spain,  where  I 
have  feen  faltpetre  made  with  the 
lixivium  of  nitrous  earth,  coUefted 
in  places  where  perhaps  there  never 
was  a  tree  nor  a  plant. 

In  Paris  they  have  feventeen 
faltpetre  works:  every  thing  that 
is  carried  on  there,  as  well  as  in 
other  part^iof  the  kingdom,  is  done 
according  to  royal  ordinances,  in 
the  manner  I  am  going  to  relate: 
the  rubbilh  and  filch  of  old  houfes 
is  carried  to  the  works,  and  pound- 
ed with  hammers  ;  the  duft  is  then 
put  into  cafks,  perforated  at  bot- 
tom, the  aperture  covered  with 
ftraw,  to  give  a  free  paflage  to  the 
liquor.  Water  is  then  poured  on 
•this  duft,  which  in  its  paflage  car- 
ries away  all  the  faline  matter. 
This  impregnated  matter  is  called 
a  lye,  which  if  they  were  at  that 
period  to  boil,  would  produce  falt- 
petre of  a  greafy  nature  ;  to  re- 
medy this,  they  ptirchafe  the  alhes 
of  all  the  wood  fires  in  Paris,  from 
which  they  alfo  draw  a  lye  that  is 
mixed  with  the  former,  then  boil 
up  the  whole*.  In  proportion  as 
the  water  evaporates,  the  common 
fait  which  cryltallizes  when  hot, 
foon  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cauldron,  and  the  faltpetre,  which 


only  cryftallizes  when  cool,  re- 
mains diffolved  in  the  water.  They 
draw  ofFthiswater,  loaded  with  falt- 
petre, into  other  vefi'els,  and  place 
it  in  the  (hade,  where  the  nitre 
cryltallizes.  This  is  called  falt- 
petre of  the  firft  boiling,  having 
Itill  fome  remains  of  common  fait, 
earth,  and  greafy  matter,  incor- 
porated with  it;  it  is  conveyed  to 
the  arfenal  to  be  properly  refined, 
being  boiled  over  again,  and  left 
to  cryftallize  two  or  three  times,'or 
more  if  found  neceflary  ;  by  which 
means  it  is  cleared  of  all  its  impu- 
rities, and  becomes  perfeftly  adapt- 
ed to  the  making  of  gunpowder, 
and  the  other  ufes  to  which  it  is 
applied  in  the  arts;  but  for  medi- 
cal purpofes,  it  muft  undergo  ano- 
ther purification.  Thofe  who  are 
curious  of  being  more  exailly  in- 
formed, may  find  a  very  accurate 
account"  of  thcfe  works  in  the  me- 
moirs of  the  academy  of  fciences 
by  Mr.  Petit,  to  which  I  refer 
them. 

In  Spain,  where  a  third  part  of 
all  the  lands,  and  the  very  duU  on 
the  roads  in  the  callern  and  fouth* 
em  parts  of  the  kingdom,  contain 
natural  faltpetre,  I  have  feen  thetn 
prepare  it  in  the  following  mah^ , 
ner :  ' 

They  plough  the  ground  two  or 
three  times  in  winter,  and  fpring, 
near  the  villages.  In  Auguft  they 
prile  it  up  in  heaps  of  twenty  and 
thirty  feet  high  :  then  fill  with 
this  earth  a  range  of  vefTels,  of  a 
conic  (hape,  perforated  at  bottom, 
obferving  to  cover  the  aperture 
with  mat-weed  and  a  few  alhes,  two 


*  The  faft  feems  to  be  this  ;  the  fait  they  obtain  fiom  the  Iv'c  of  the  rubblfli, 
is  a  nitre  with  an  earthy  baiis,  the  fixed  vegetable  alkali  procured  from  the  wood 
jifties  is  then  added ;  this  alkali  precipitates  the  earth  from  the  nitrous  acid,  and 
taking  its  place,  forms  true  faltpetie. 

or 
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or  three  fingers  deep,  that  the 
water  may  juft  filter  through. 
Thev  then  pour  on  the  water, 
(fom'etimes^  without  putting  any 
afnes)  ;  the  1)6  that  refults  from 
this  operation  is  put  into  a  boiler. 
The  com  men  fait,  which  as  we 
faid  betbie  precipitates,  and  cry- 
ftall izes  when  warm,  falls  to  the 
bottom  of  the  cauldron  in  a  pro- 
portion of  4.0  lb.  to  a  quintal  of 
material  *  ;  then  the  liquor  is 
poured  into  buckets  placed  in  the 
ihade,  where  i't  Ihoocs,  and  cry- 
ilallizes  into  faltpetre.  The  gteat 
quantity  of  common  fait  which 
accompanies  the  nitre,  makes  me 
think,  that  the  marine  acid  with 
its  bafis  is  converted  into  nitre. 
The  fame  earth,  deprived  of  its 
nitrous  qUility  by  this  procefs,  is 
again  carried  back  to  the  fields, 
and  expofed  to  the  elements,  by 
ivhich  means  in  the  courfe  of  a 
twelvr-month,  afiiited  by  the  all- 
powerful  and  invifjble  hand  of  na- 
ture, it  again  becomes  impregnat- 
ed with  a  frefn  fupply  of  nitre  ; 
and  what  is  ftill  more  furprifing, 
and  cannot  be  obferved  without 
admiring  the  wonderful  works  of 
the  omnipotent  Creator,  the  fame 
lanus  have  produced  time  imme- 
jDOrial  an  equal  quantity  of  falt- 
petre ;  fo  that  if  the  fupreme 
power  was  to  annihilate  all  the 
faftitious  faltpetre  of  France  and 
Germany,  Spain  alone  could  fup- 
ply the  reft  of  the  world,  without 
the  aid  of  a  fixed  alkali,  allies  or 
vegetables,  if  public  ceconomy 
joined  hands  with  induftry,  and 
affiiled  in  bringing  thefe  great 
points  to  perfe£lion.  I  once  afked 
on.e  of  thefe  people  the  reafon  of 


that  conftant  produdlion  of  falt- 
petre, but  his  only  anfwer  was, 
"  I  have  two  fields,  I  fow  one 
*'  with  corn,  and  have  a  crop,  I 
"  plough  the  other,  and  it  fur- 
"  nthe^  me  faltpetre." 

This  faltpetre  thus  cryftallized  is 
fimilar  to  that  of  Paris  of  the  firft 
boiling.  In  Spain  they  only  boil 
it  once  more,  and  it  becomes  per- 
fect, and  proper  for  making  of 
gunpowder,  aqua  fortis,  and  other 
purj^-ofes  of  the  (hops.  Its  bafi? 
placed  in  a  cellar,  attrafts  the 
dampnefs  of  the  air,  lofes  its  ac- 
tivity, and  forms  a  fixed  alkal', 
which  mixed  with  the  vitrioUc4 
acid,  foriTis  a  vicriolated  tartar,  a 
certain  proof  that  the  nitrous  air 
of  Spain  is  natural  and  perfedl  in 
itfelf,  without  the  affillance  of  any 
fixed  alkali  whatever. 

I  ftiall  not  dwell  upon  the  pro- 
portion of  faltpetre,  fulphur,  and 
coal,  ufed  in  the  making  of  gun- 
powder ;  as  it  depends  upon  ex- 
perience, and  is  generally  known. 
I  was  prefent  at  the  proofs  made 
by  the  king's  officers  in  Granada, 
to  afcertain  whether  the  powder 
had  the  qualities  required,  in  or- 
der to  be  admitted  or  refufed  j  but 
I  do  not  think  thofe  proofs  were 
to  the  purpofe,  as  new  made  pow- 
der perhaps  may  throw  a  ball  to 
the  dillance  required  ;  yet  to  form 
a  true  judgment  of  its  real  quality 
and  goodnefs,  it  fliould  be  tried  in 
diiferent  places  and  climates,  and 
at  various  feafons  of  the  year  ;  for 
I  am  convinced  that  the  gun- 
powder which  would  come  up  to 
the  ftrength  required  by  the  king 
in  the  dry  and  warm  climate  of 
Andalufia,  would    be  found  defi- 


*  The  Spanifh  quintal  is  100  lb.  weight,  and  about   971b,  Englifh.     The 
arrobe  of  Madrid  is  25  lb.  Spaniili,  and  tour  arrobes  make  one  quintal. 
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cient  in  the  damp  and  moift  air  of 
Galicia,  which  fhews  how  little 
fuch  experiments  are  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  Of  all  the  inven- 
tions I  know  of  for  this  purpofe, 
the  leaft  imperfeft  is  that  of  Mr. 
Darcy,  a  delign  of  which  may  be 
feen  in  the  firft  volume  of  Mr. 
Beaume's  treatife  on  chemiftry. 

When  the  Count  de  Aranda  was 
direftor  of  the  engineers,  I  re- 
member an  old  officer  of  artillery 
informed  me  that  in  the  lail  wars 
in  Italy,  he  had  feen  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  that  were  good  in  the 
morning,  and  bad  the  next  night: 
this  did  not  furprize  me,  knowing 
the  variations  of  weather,  and  the 
etfetls  of  dampnefs  piercing  thro* 
the  cafks  and  damaging  the  pow- 
der, fo  as  to  render  it  unfit  for 
fervice,  for  which  reafon  every  pre- 
caution ihould  be  taken  to  guard 
jigainil  thefe  inconveniences. 


Extrafl  from  Dr.  IngenhoufzV  ^r- 
count  of  a  nenxi  inflammable  Airi 
luhich  can  be  made  in  a  Moment ^ 
twithout  Apparatus,  and  is  as  fit 
for  Explojion  as  anflf  other  inflam^ 
mable  Gaffes. 

[From  the  Phh'of.  Tranf.  Vol.  69.] 

THE  difcovery  of  the  various 
kinds  of  inflammable  airs 
or  gaffes  becoming  powerfully  ex- 
plofive,  when  they  are  mixed  with 
a  fufEcient  quantity  of  common 
air,  and  ftill  more  fo  when  they 
are  combined  with  dephlogifti- 
caced  air,  is  one  of  thole  improve- 
ments in  natural  philofophy  which, 
giving  occafion  to  various  araufing 
and  intereiting  experiments,  have 
cafi:  at  the  fame  time  anew ligh  t  upon 
fome  powerful  agents,  whofe  aif- 


chievous  force  was  known,  though 
their  nature  was  (till  in  the  dark. 

As  thofe  inflammable  airs  have 
been  of  late  years  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal philofophical  amufements,  I 
intend  to  lay  before  the  Royal  So- 
ciety an  eafy  method  of  producing, 
without  any  trouble  or  particular 
apparatus,  fuch  quantity  of  an  in- 
flammable air  or  gafs  as  may  be 
required. 

Being  at  Amjfterdam  in  Novem- 
ber 1777,  Meflieurs  ^neae  and 
Cuthbertfon,  two  ingenious  philo- 
fophers  of  that  city,  were  fo  good 
as  to  (hew  me  fome  curious  expe- 
riments with  explofivc  and  in- 
flammable airs  of  different  kinds. 
They  produced  an  inflammable 
air,  by  mixing  together  equal 
quantities  of  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  and  applying  heat  to 
the  phial  containing  the  com- 
pound. A  great  quantity  of  white 
vapour  was  extricated,  which, 
pafling  up  the  inverted  receiver 
filled  with  water,  fettled  at  the 
top  and  depreffed  the  water,  as 
other  airs  do.  This  air  foon  be- 
came clear,  the  white  fumes  being 
abforbed  by  the  water.  This  air 
was  eafily  lighted  in  an  open  cy- 
lindrical glafs,  and  burnt  almoft 
as  clear  as  a  candle,  the  flame  de- 
fcending  gradually  lower  and  lower 
till  it  reached  the  bottom.  A  very 
little  quantity  of  this  air  mixed 
with  common  or  dephlogifticated 
air,  for  inftance,  one  fourteenth 
or  one  tenth  part,  and  kindled  by 
an  eleftrical  fpark,  exploded  with 
a  very  loud  report,  and  fhattered 
the  glafs  to  pieces  in  which  it  was 
kindled,  when  it  did  not  find  a 
ready  vent. 

They  had  contrived  a  kind  of  a 
piftol  for  the  purpofe,  confifting  of 
a  Itrong  cylindrical  glafs  tube  witk 
a  pi  Aon  adapted  to  it.     To  the 
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end  of  this  tube  was  fixed  a  brafs 
barrel,  like  that  of  a  common 
piftol :  into  this  barrel  a  brafs  bul- 
let was  put  loofe,  fo  that  the  bar- 
rel was  placed  a  little  above  the 
level,  to  prevent  the  bullet  rolling 
out.  The  barrel  was  directed  to  a 
board  of  oak  at  eight  or  ten  feet 
diftance.  A  proper  quantity  of 
common  and  inflammable  air  (pro- 
duced in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned) being  drawn  into  the  glafs 
tube  by  means  of  the  pifton,  ic 
was  fired  by  directing  an  eleftrical 
cxplofion  through  it.  The  explo- 
fion  was  very  loud  :  the  ball  hit 
the  board  with  fuch  a  force  that  it 
made  a  Itrong  impreffion  in  it,  and 
recoiled  with  a  confiderable  force, 
fo  as  to  hit  the  wall  behind  us, 
and  to  put  us  in  feme  danger  of 
being  hurt  by  its  rebounding 
force. 

The  fame  gentlemen  told  me, 
that  this  inflammable  air  had  in 
feme  refpefts  the  advantage  over 
the  inflammable  airs  cxtraded  from 
metals  by  the  vitriolic  or  marine 
acid;  and  that  extraded  from  mud 
or  niarlhes;  becaufe  this  air  being 
heavier  than  either  of  thefe  airs, 
and  even  than  common  air,  is  not 
fo  eafily  loft  out  of  an  open  veflel ; 
and,  that  when  it  efcapes  into  the- 
open  air,  it  agreeably  perfumes 
the  room  with  the  fmell  ot  fpiritus 
vitriolt  dul.is  or  ajcher ;  whereas 
the  other  inflammable  airs,  which 
from  their  lefs  fpecific  gravity 
efcape  eafily  into  the  common  air, 
yield  an  cffenfive,  difagreeable 
ilench. 

Mr.  ^neae,  having  examined 
the  fpecific  gravities  of  the  difi^er- 
ent  inflammable  airs  compared  with 
common  air,  favoured  me  vvith  the 
following  refult  of  his  inquiries  : 

A   veflel,  whic^  contained  the 


weight  of  \%%  grains  of  common 

air,  contained  25  graips  of  inflam- 
mable air  extratted  from  iron  by 
vitriolic  acid,  and  92  grains  of  in^ 
flammable  air  extradled  from  mud 
or  marlhes,  and  150  grains  of  that 
extraded  from  oil  of  vitriol  and 
fpirit  of  wine.  , 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
above-mentioned  experiment,  and 
immediately  thought  that  the  ope- 
ration of  extracting  this  inflamma- 
ble air  or  vapour  could  be  dif- 
penfed  with  by  employing  vitriolic 
aether,  which  in  reality  is  contain- 
ed in  the  vapour  expelled  by  heat 
from  oil  of  vitriol  and  Ipirit  of 
wine,  which  vapour,  condenfed  in 
the  procefs  of  diftillation,  yields 
aether. 

The  firft  attempts  I  made  proved 
unfuccefsful  ;  however,  the  rea- 
foDs  why  I  did  not  fucceed  in  the 
beginning  I  found  afterwards  to 
be,  either  that  I  employed  too 
great  a  quantity  of  aether,  or  that 
the  air  or  vapour  of  the  sether  was 
not  thoroughly  incorporated  vvith 
the  other  air;  for  the  fame  num- 
ber of  drops  of  aether  poured  into 
the  air  piftol,  which  would  not 
produce  an  explofion  when  the 
piftol  was  not  fhalcen,  made  a  vtv<f 
loud  one  when  it  was  forcibly  agi- 
tated. 

The  fureft  method  of  fucceeding 
I  find  to  be  the  following:  I  dip 
a  fmall  glafs  tube,  open  on  both 
fides,  and  the  bore  of  which  is  one 
twelfth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  into 
a  phial  containing  aether,  and  when 
two  or  three  drops  of  the  liquid  have 
entered  the  tube  I  apply  my  finger 
to  the  upper  end  of  it,  to  keep  the 
liquor  fufpended.  I  take  vhe  tube 
out  of  the  phial,  and  thruft  it 
immediately  into  a  fmall  caout- 
cbeuck,  or  claftic  gum  bottle  :  this 
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being  done,  I  withdraw  my  finger 
from  the  tube,  and  take  it  out  of 
the  caoutchouck  9  thus  the  little 
quantity  ofsether,  fufpended  in  the 
end  of  the  tube,  is  dropped  into 
the  caoutchouck,  the  neck  of  which 
is  to  be  immediately  inverted  into 
the  orifice  of  the  air  piftol,  and, 
after  giving  it  a  gentle  fqucezc, 
withdrawn  out  of  it :  after  which, 
a  bullet  or  a  cork  is  to  be  thruft 
into  the  mouth  of  the  piftol,  when 
it  is  ready  for  firing.  This  whole 
operation  may  be  performed  in  the 
fpaee  of  five  or  fix  feconds. 

The  confiderable  force  of  explo- 
fion,  and  the  loud  report  of  the 
ordinary  inflammable  airs,  induc- 
ed Mr.  Voita,  of  Como,  to  be- 
lieve, that  thefe  airs  might,  per- 
haps, become  a  fubftitute  to  gun- 
powder. If  this  expedtation  had 
been  well  founded,  the  greateft 
dejideratw7i  would,  I  think,  have 
been  to  find  out  a  way  to  pro- 
duce fuch  air  at  any  time  without 
trouble,  and  to  carry  it  about  in 
as  little  compafs  as  poflible:  which 
two  condicions  I  (hould  have  pretty 
nearly  fulfilled,  as  all  the  inflam- 
mable air  requifite  for  the  explofion 
of  the  piftols  contrived  by  Mr. 
Volta  is  contained  in  the  bulk  of 
one  fingle  drop  of  asther  ;  which 
drop,  poured  in  the  piftol  itfelf,  is 
full  fufficient  to  produce  a  very 
powerful  explofion. 

J  found  that  aether,  in  which  as 
much  urinous  phofphorus  is  dif- 
folved  as  will  make  it  luminous  in 
the  dai;k,  when  fome  drops  are 
poured  upon  water  ;  is  very  brifk 
in  taking  fire,  when  employed  for 
an  inflammable  air  piftol ;  but  that 
the  experiment,  when  repeated, 
will  be  apt  to  fail,  becaufe  the 
phofphoric  acid  which  remains  in 
the  piftol,  and  by  its   nature  at- 
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trafts  the  humidity  of  the  atmo- 
fphere,  will  foon  fill  the  infide  of 
the  piUol  with  a  coat  of  moifturc, 
and  prevent  the  eleftrical  fparkfrom 
kindling  the  inflammable  air. 

It  appeared,  that  a  little  cam- 
phire  diftblved.  in  aether  increafes 
its  explofive  force,  and  makes  it 
lefs  apt  to  fail. 

As  this  Inflammable  air  is  hea- 
vier than  common  air,  it  is  clear, 
that  the  mouth  of  the  air  piftol 
Ihould  be  kept  upwards  at  the  time 
of  charging  it ;  whereas  it  is  better 
to  invert  the  piftol  when  the  ordi- 
nary inflammable  airs  are  employ- 
ed, which,  being  fpecifically  lighter 
than  common  air,  rife  of  them- 
felves  in  the  piftol  when  its  mouth 
is  placed  inverted  upon  the  ori- 
fice of  the  vefTel  which  contains 
them. 

It  is  true,  that  the  fqueezing 
tlie  elafticgum  bottle,  when  placed 
upon  the  piftol,  forces  fome  of  the 
inflammable  gafs  out  of  it,  which, 
is  loft  in  the  common  air  ;  but 
notwithftanding  this  wafte,  the  in- 
flammable air  which  remains  ia 
the  piftol  is  fufiicient  to  produce  a 
loud  report,  which  is  all  that  is 
required.  Indeed,  one  fingle  drop 
of  the  aether  could  be  eafily  fhaken 
out  of  the  glafs  tube  immediately 
into  the  piftol,  without  making 
ufe  of  the  elaftic  gum  bottle  ;  but 
this  drop,  evaporating  into  elaftic 
air,  leaves  behind  it  a  good  deal 
of  moiiiure-,  whether  inherent  ia 
the  aether  itfelf,  or  atcrafted  from 
the  atmofphere.  1  his  moifture,  in 
the  way  I  ufe  to  load  the  piftol, 
remains  in  the  elaftic  gum  bottle, 
which  is  therefore  always  found 
moift  when  ihe  experiment  is  re- 
peated feveral  times. 

It  was,,  indeed,  known  before 
this   time,   that  aether  and  ouier 
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volatile  inflammable  liquors  Tpread, 
by  evaporating,  inflammable  efflu- 
via thro'  the  Surrounding  air,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  are  heated  ;  and 
that  thefe  effluvia  have  fometimes 
by  the  imprudent  approach  of  a 
candle  taken  fire,  and  conveyed 
the  inflammation  to  the  liquor  it- 
felf:  but  I  never  heard  that  any 
body  employed  thefe  liquors  in- 
.ftead  of  ordinary  inflammable  air 
in  communicating  to  common  air 
an  explofive  quality,  or  in  firing 
inflammable  air  piftols,  before  1 
communicated  the  experiment  ,to 
my  friends. 

Do&or  Ingenhoufz  next  gives  a 
comparative  view  of  the  expanding 
force  of  this  air  and  of  gunpow- 
der, together  with  fome  confider- 
.aiions  on  the  nature  of  the  latter 
fubitance.  In  the  appendix,  he 
-has  given  the  following  account  of 
fome  farther  experiments  on  the 
•fame  fubjedl : 

In  the  foregoing  paper  I  at- 
tempted to  give  a  comparative  view 
of  the  explofive  force  of  gunpow- 
der and  inflammable  explofive  air, 
which  latter  I  bad  found  to  be  fo 
far  ihort  of  the  explofive  force  of 
gunpowder  as  not  to  conceive  any 
well  grounded  hope  that  it  could 
-ever  become  a  fubllitute  to  this  iu- 
gredient. 

At  that  time  I  had  not  yet  tried 
the  effeft  of  very  pure  dephlogif- 
ticated  air  combined  with  that  in- 
flammable air,  into  which  I  had 
found  that  vitriolic  aether  is  chang- 
ed in  an  inflant. 

I  mull  acknowledge,  that  I  had 
but  fmall  expedtations  from  the 
force  of  thefe  two  airs  combined  ; 
for  as  I  had  always  obferved,  that 
icther  air  combined  with  common 
air  is  lefs  brilk  in  taking  fire,  and 
lefs  powerful  in  exploding,  than 


inflammable  air  extradled  from  the 
vitriolic  or  marine  acid,  I  thought 
that  the  fame  aether  air  combined 
with  very  pure  dephlogifticated  air 
would  alfo  be  leis  powerful  than 
common  inflammable  air  from  me- 
tals. But  how  far  experience  con- 
tradifted  this  theoretical  analogy 
will  be  feen  in  the  following  lines. 

Abbe  Fontana  was  fo  good  as  to 
aflift  me  in  this  purfuit.  Having 
produced  a  good  quantity  of  pure 
dephlogifticated  air  from  red  pre- 
cipitate by  heat,  we  firft  filled  a 
flrong  two-ounce  phial  (the  orifice 
of  which  was  fo  wide  that  it  could 
fcarce  be  covered  with  the  thumb, 
fo  that  the  bottle  was  almpft  cy- 
lindrical) with  this  air,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  filling  it  firft 
with  water,  inverting  ir,  and  let- 
ting the  air  rife  in  it;  which  be- 
ing done,  we  dropped  one  drop  of 
aether  (in  which  a  fmall  quantity 
of  camphire  was  diflblved)  into  it, 
and  fliut  it  immediately  with  the 
thumb.  After  having  given  it 
fome  concuffions,  the  orifice  was 
applied  to  the  flame  of  a  candle, 
by  withdrawing  the  thumb  whea 
the  orifice  was  clofe  to  the  flame  : 
the  air  inftantly  took  fire,  and  ex- 
ploded with  fuch  a  ftrong  report, 
that,  if  the  phial- had  not  been- 
very  ftout,  it  would  moll  probably 
have  been  ihattered  into  pieces, 
notwithllanding  its  wide  orifice. 
We  repeated  the  fame  experiment 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

I  was  the  more  allonilhed  at  the 
uncommon  loud  report  (confider- 
ing  the  wide  o;-ifice  of  the  plxial), 
becaufe,  having  often  tried  ether 
air  in  the  fame  way  with  common 
air,  I  never  found  it  explode  with 
any  confiderable  degree  of  force  ; 
and  therefore  I  ftfund  it  necefl'ary, 
in  order  to  procure  a  loud  report, 
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to  kindle  it  by  an  eledlrical  fpark 
directed  through  the  pittol,  when 
its  orifice  was  Ihut  up  by  a  cork, 
the  refiltance  of  which  was  the 
chief  cauie  of  the  report. 

This  wonderful  eiFedl  in  an  open 
^tefl'el  could  not  fail  of  giving  me 
a  good  expeftation  of  a  very  power- 
ful efFed,  if  this  compound  air  was 
Ihut  up  in  an  air  piilol  by  a  cork 
fqueexed  into  its  orifice.  As  it 
had  been  now  kindled  twice  by  the 
flame  of  a  candle,  I  wanted  to  kin- 
dle it  by  the  fame  means  in  an 
air  piftol ;  for  this  purpofe  we  dril- 
led a  fmall  hole  in  the  fide  of  the 
piftol,  which  was  made  of  tin,  and 
contained  about  nine  cubic  inches 
of  fpace.  We  filled  it  with  deph- 
logifticated  air  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  had  filled  the  phial  by  means 
of  water;  and  after  having  poured 
into  it  one  dropof  sther  by  means 
of  a  glafs  tube  (in  the  manner 
above  defcribed),  we  Ihut  the  ori- 
fice by  thrufting  a  cork  into  it, 
and  kept  a  finger  applied  to  the 
touch-hole  which  was  drilled  in 
the  fide  of  the  piftol.  To  avoid 
accidents  if  the  piftol  (hould  burft, 
we  thought  it  prudent  to  fqueeze 
the  cork  very  gently  into  the  ori- 
fice, fo  that  the  refiilance  (hould 
be  very  moderate.  Abbe  Fontana 
wrapped  a  towel  round  the  piftol 
for  lecurity's  fake,  leaving  only 
the  touch-hole  uncovered ;  which 
being  brought  near  the  flame  of 
a  wax  taper,  the  air  inftantly 
took  fire,  and  exploded  with  fuch 
a  ftrong  report,  that  his  hearing, 
as  well  as  mine,  was  much  hurl  by 
it.  The  cork,  which  was  a  very 
found  one,  flew  to  pieces  again  ft 
the  wall;  and  the  Abbe  felt  fuch 
a  confiderable  ftiock  in  his  hands, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  re< 


peat  the  experiment,  unlefs  3 
llronger  piftol  could  be  procured. 

Encouraged  by  fuch  uncommoa 
and  unexpefted  effedls,  I  went  im- 
mediately to  Mr.Nairrie  to  enquire, 
whether  he  ftill  had  in  his  pofl'effion 
a  ftrong  brafs  air  piftol,  which  he 
had  made  laft  fummer  according 
my  direftion  ?  I  was  lucky  enough 
to  find  it :  nothing  was  to  be  done 
to  it  but  to  drill  a  touch-hole  ia 
the  left  fide  of  it,  in  order  to 
kindle  it  by  a  flame  if  required. 
This  touch-hole  was  to  be  fliut  up 
by  a  brafs  male  fcrew  fitted  exaftly 
to  it,  when  the  piflol  was  intend- 
ed to  be  fired  by  an  eleflrical 
fpark. 

The  air  box  of  this  piftol  was  a 
cylinder  four  inches  long  and  two 
inches  in  diameter.  The  fore 
part  of  the  air  box,  to  which  the 
piftol  barrel  fitted  to  receive  a 
leaden  ball  or  a  cork  was ,  fixed, 
had  a  broad  flioulder,  which  was 
faftened  to  the  body  of  the  air  box 
by  fix  ftrong  brafs  fcrews,  which 
never  had  been  loofened  by  former 
explofions.  A  leaden  bullet,  wrap- 
ped up  in  leather,  was  forcibly 
rammed  into  the  piftol  barrel  as 
far  as  the  fcrew,  which  joins  the  bar- 
rel with  the  air  box.  The  piftol  was 
filled  with  pure  dephlcgifticated 
air  (which  was  drawn-in  by  the 
piRon  from  an  elaftic  gnm  bottle), 
and  one  drop  of  aether  being  pour- 
ed ihto  it,  the  air  within  was  kin- 
dled by  an  cleftrical  fpark  diredted 
through  it.  The  air  took  fire : 
the  explofion  was  as  loud  as  that 
of  a  common  mulket,  and  the 
force  f6  great,  that  the  whole  fore 
part  of  the  air  box  with  the  piftol 
barrel  flew  ofi^,  all  the  fix  fcrews 
were  broke,  and  the  ftrong  and 
tough  metal  of  which  they  were 

1  2  made 
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made  was  rent.  Three  ftrong  brafs  glafs    tube,    through    which    the 

fcrews,  by  whtch    the    bottom    of  wires  pals ;  or  to  be  filled  with  a 

the  air  box  was  fixed  to  the  wooden  non-condufting    cement,    as    feal- 

handle,    were    loolened,    and    the  ing-wax,    for    the    fame    purpofe. 

whole  frame  of  the  piftol  was  out  The   cone    may  even   be  made  o£ 

of  order.    The  fubftance  of  the  air  brafs,  provided  two  gi.afs  tubes  are 

barrel,  where  it  was  tore,  was  of  lodged  in  it,  to  give  a  paffage  to 

the  thicknefs  of  about  a  half  crown  the  two  wires. 


piece. 

Being  now  convinced,  that  tho' 
inflainmable  air  from  metals  with 
dephlogiilicated  or  common  air,  is 
far  inferior  to  the  force  of  gun- 
■  powder,  the  explofive  force  of  the 
cpmpound  of  dephlogiilicated  and 
aJther  airapproaches  it  much  near- 
er, 1  thought  it  worth  while  to  fit 
the  piftol  up  in  |fuch  a  manner  as 
to  be  out  of  all  danger  of  burfting. 
For  thi»  purpofe  1  defired  Mr. 
Nairne  to  adapt,  and  folder  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  air  box,  a  hollow 
cone  of  brafs,  the  extremity  of 
which  fhould  terminate  in  the  gun 
barrel. 

As  the  pifton  could  not  reach  to 
the  extremity  of  this  conical  hol- 
low (which  confequently  muft  be 
always  filled  with  common  air),  I 
defired  him  to  fix  to  the  pifton  an 


ivory  cone,  through  which  the  two    der  it. 


I  kindle  this  piftol  fometime* 
by  putting  in  the  touch-hole  a  lit- 
tle bit  of  a  cotton  thread  foaked  in 
moift  gunpowder  and  dried  after-" 
wards  ;  or  a  bit  of  thofe  paper 
matches  which  the  Chinefe  put 
into  thofe  little  fquibs,  which  go 
by  the  name  of  Jniiia  crackers.  I 
fometimes  kindle  it  by  holding  the 
fiame  of  a  candle  or  a  burning 
paper  to  the  touch-hole.  In  thi« 
cafe  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
touch-hole  muft  be  kept  upwards, 
if  the  piilol  is  loaded  with  infiam- 
mable  air  from  metals,  becaufe 
this  air  being  lighter  than  cofnmon 
air,  will  rife  out  of  the  hole  and 
meet  the  flame.  The  contrary  muft 
be  done  when  aether  air  is  employ- 
ed, it  being  heavier  than  common 
air,  and  thus  difpofed  to  defcend 
and  fall  upon  the  flame  kept  un- 


wires  would  pafs  to  meet  one  ano- 
ther at  the  furface  of  the  cone, 
leaving  an  intcrftice  between  them 
of  aboutione  line,  through  which 
the  eledlrical  fpark  Ihould  leap 
and  fet  fire  to  the  air.  This  ivory 
cone  {hutting  up  exaSly  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  air  box,  no  air  could 
come  into  it  but  what  was;  drawn 
in  by  the  pifton. 

The  cone,  inftead  of  Ivory,  may 
be  made  of  folid  glafs,  which  is  a 
better  non-conduAor  than  ivory. 
The  canals  in  the  ivory,  through 
which  the  two  wires  pafs,  may  be 
nade  wide  enoug^h   to  contain  a 


To  fill  this  piftol  with  any  aijr, 
I  commonly  firft  fill  an  elaftic  gum 
bottle  with  it,  the  orifice  of  which 
is  juft  big  enough  to  receive  that 
part  of  the  gun  barrel  which  is 
fixed  to  the  air  box :  thus,  by 
fqueezing  between  my  feet  the 
elaftic  gum  bottle,  I  draw  in  at 
the  fame  time  the  air  by  drawing 
up  the  pifton.  A  bladder  is  alfo 
very  fit  for  this  purpofe,  and  has 
the  advantage  above  an  elaftic  gum 
bottle  in  not  requiring  to  befqueez- 
ed  to  draw  the  air  out  of  it.     , 

Inflammable  air  from  metals 
will  rife  in  the  piriol  of  itfelf,  when 

its 
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its  orifice  is  kept  upon  the  bottle 
containing  it. 

If  the  piftol  is  deftined  to  be  al- 
ways kindled  by  the  flame  of  a 
candle  or  a  match,  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  it  would  be  better  to  have 
no  piflon  to  it,  as  it  may  then  be 
filled  by  the  means  of  water,  and 
the  explofive  force  will  be  fo  much 
the  greater,  as  fome  of  the  flame 
makes  eafily  its  way  over  the  lea- 
ther of  the  pifton,  and  rufhes  out 
backward,  which,  I  find,  is  often 
the  cafe,  if  the  bullet  is  rammed  in 
the  barrel  fomewhat  too  tightly. 

It  would,  perhaps,  not  be  an 
eafy  undertaking  to  give  a  fatis- 
fadlory  rcafon,  why  a  drop  of  aether 
communicates  to  dephlogifticated 
air  a  much  ftronger  explofive  force 
than  common  inflammable  air 
from  metals.  May  it  not  be  faid, 
that  common  inflammable  air  from 
metals,  having  only  about  one 
fifth  of  the  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
dephlogillicated  air,  the  two  fluids 
do  not  penetrate  one  another  fo 
readily  and  fo  intimately  as  the 
compoun'd  of  dephlogillicated  and 
aether  air,  which  are  both  nearly 
,of  the  fame  fpecific  gravity,  each 
being  fomewhat  heavier  than  com- 
mon air  ?  for  it  feems  not  impro- 
bable, that  the  fwiftnefs  with 
which  the  flame  is  propagated 
through  the  mafs  of  this  compound 
air,  depends  partly  on  the  inti- 
mate mixture  of  the  phlogifton 
with  the  dephlogifticated  air. 
Might  not  this  phenomenon  be  af- 
fcribed  to  the  greater  bulk  of  in- 
flammable air  from  metals  com- 
pared with  the  fmall  compafs  which 
one  fingle  drop  of  jether  occupies, 
which  laft  ingredient,  when  pure, 
feems  to  be  an  efTence  of  the  in- 
flammable principle  of  thre  fpirit 


of  wine,  a  pure  phlogifton  con- 
centrated in  the  form  of  a  liquid  r 
Indeed  the  inflammable  air  frpm 
metals  feems  to  be  rather  a  com- 
pound of  phlogifton  and  fome  kind 
of  elaftic  permanent  fluid  than  a 
pure  inflammable  fluid  ;  for  this 
air,  after  having  loft  all  its  in- 
flammability, by  being  kept  a  long 
while  upon  water,  occupies  ftill  a 
conCderable  fpace,  and  is  thea 
become  phlogifticated  air  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  fuch  an  air  as  is  not  to  be 
diminifhed  by  nitrous  air,  or  to  be 
inflamed. 

Though  I  have  no  reafon  to  al- 
ter my  former  afll:rtion,  that  the 
force  of  gunpowder  is  proportion- 
able to  the  fudden  extrication  of  a 
great  quantity  of  the  elaftic  fluid 
generated  in  the  moment  of  con- 
flagration, and  the  cxpanfion  of 
this  fluid  by  heat,  communicated 
to  it  in  the  fame  moment  of  its 
extrication  ;  and  that  the  force  of 
inflammable  explofive  air  can  only 
be  proportionable  to  the  fuddea 
expanfion  by  heat  in  the  moment 
of  the  inflammation  (for  no  new 
extrication  here  takes  place)  ;  yet 
I  did  not  confider  enough  in  the 
account  the  fuddennefs  of  this  ex- 
panfion, which  may  make  a  con- 
fiderable  difference  in  the  force 
of  the  explofion.  And  indeed  the 
above-mentioned  experiments  feem 
to  demonftrate,  that  the  inflam* 
mation  of  the  compound  of  pure 
dephlogifticated  and  aether  air 
fpreadswi<h  fuch  a  velocity  through 
the  whole  mafs  as  to  be  almofl  in- 
ftantaneous. 

It  is  well  known,  that  mechani- 
cal power  chiefly  depends  upon 
the  velocity  with  which  a  body  is 
endowed  in  the  inftant  of  exerting 
it ;  or  that  the  amvitum,  or  forct 
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of  a  body,  muft  be  computed  by 
multiplying  the  quantity  of  matter 
into  the  velocity  with  which  it 
moves.  Thus,  if  this  new  com- 
pound of  dephlogifticated  and 
asther  air  expands  with  ten  times 
greater  velocity  than  any  other  in- 
flammable explofive  air,  its  force 
will  be  about  ten  times  greater. 

As  it  feems  to  be  probable, 
from  what  is  already  faid,  that  this 
compound  of  explofive  air  may  be 
put  to  more  ufes  than  that  of  an 
amufing  experiment,  I  think  it 
worth  while  for  men  engaged  in 
this  branch  of  natural  philofophy 
to  look  out  for  a  method  of  pro- 
ducing at  pleafure  any  quantity 
of.  dephlogillicated  air  required. 
Confidering  the  rapid  progrefs 
which  is  daily  made  on  the  im- 
portant fubjeft  of  air,  I  cannot 
but  flatter  myfelf,  that  this  great 
difcovery  is  not  far  off.  The  be- 
nefit which  would  arife  from  fuch 
a  difcovery  for  animal  life  muft 
encourage  every  philofopher  to 
purfue  this  objeft.  Indeed,  if  we 
coniider  that  nitre  contains  this 
wonderful  aerial  fluid  in  a  moft 
concentrated  itate,    and  that   the 


nitrous  acid  feems  to  be  nothing 
e)fe  but  this  beneficial  fluid  com- 
binea  with  phlogifton,  which  feems 
to  be  imbibed  by  the  vegetable  al- 
kali, when  the  acid  is  expelled 
by  heat  in  the  form  of  this  airj 
that  thii  bcBeficial  aerial  fluid  ex- 
ifts  alfo,  in  a  moft  concentrate4 
ftate,  in  bodies  almoft  every  where 
to  be  found,  as  are  calces  of  metal, 
principally  that  of  iron  ;  that  com- 
mon water  contains  it  in  great 
abundance,  fo  that  the  light  and 
warmth  of  the  fun  extracts  it  tq 
one  fifteenth  of  the  bulk  of  the  wa- 
ter, a§  Dr-  Prieftley  found,  that 
even  the  mafs  of  our  atmofphere  is 
nothing  elfe  but  this  veiy  air  foiled 
with  impurities.  If  we  confider,  I 
/ay,  all  this,  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  hope,  that  we  are  near  the  im- 
portant inllant  when  this  falubricus 
aerial  fluid  will  be  procured  for 
many  ufeful  purpofes  in  a  fufficient 
quantity,  either  by  the  difcovery 
of  a  ready  way  to  let  loofe  this  air 
from  the  bodies  in  which  it  is  as  it 
were  imprifoned,  or  by  filtrating 
or  purifying  common  air  from  it? 
impurities  ? 
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Ohjernjations  on  Mineral  Poifons. 

GUR  -Vol.  for  the  year  1778 
contained  an  account  of 
Monf.  Navier's  propofal  of  the 
liver  of  fulphur  as  an  antidote  * 
againll  certain  metallic  poifons. 
This  idea,  it  appears  however, 
has  long  before  occurred  to,  and 
been  fuccefsfully  applied  by, 
others.  We  have  fince  feen  a 
paper  on  this  fiibjedt,  inferted  in 
the  6th  vol.  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Commentaries,  wherein 
alkaline  falts  are  recommended  on 
the  fame  principle.  The  diredions 
there  laid  down  are  full,  clear,  and 
eafy,  being  drawn  up  with  a  view 
to  fupply  the  omiflion  on  this  head 
in  Tiflbt  and  Buchan,  authors  on 
whom  the  public  rely  greatly  and 
juftly,  but  who  have  not  noticed 
this  elEcacious  remedy.  As  the 
particular  {pecies  of  poifon  taken 
is  often  not  afcertained,  and  the 
effefts  produced  by  it  are  fo  fudden 
as  fometimes  not  to  admit  of  calling 
in  medical  affiftance,  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  a  method  which  bids 
fo  fair  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs 
fhould  be  extenfively  known. 

We  therefore  lay  before  our 
readers  the  concluding  paragraphs 
of  that  paper ;  in  the  former  part 
of  which  is  given  the  cafe  of  two 


women   poifoned  at  Liverpool,  in 
April    1774.    with    corrofive    fub- 
limate,    one   of  whom    died,    the 
other,  under  the  diredion  of  Dr. 
Houiflon,    took     the     alkali,     by 
which  (he  found  inilant  relief,  and 
foon     perfeiflly    recovered.       The 
conclufion     he     draws     from     the 
hiftory  of  this  cafe  is  as  follows  : 
•  In   all   cafes   of  poifon    it   i's 
prudent   immediately  to  give  a 
foluuon    of  an    alkali,  followed 
by  a  vomit.     If  the  poifon  be 
corrofive    fublimate,    an    alkali, 
either    fixed     or    volatile,    will 
decompofe    it,    and     precipitate 
the  metal  in  a  form   nearly  in- 
ofFenfive.     It  will  have  a  fimilar 
effeft  on   the  fugar  of  lead,  the 
extract   of  lead,   emetic    tartar, 
or    any     metallic    fait.     If   the 
poifon    be     arfenic,     Newmann 
obferves,     that    "  alkalies    will 
very     plentifully     diflblve     it.'* 
And  if  fo,  as  it  is  difficultly  fo- 
luble   in   water,  the  vomit  will 
then   fucceed  the  better  to  dif- 
charge  it.     Whether  or   no  ful- 
phur,   exhibited    in   any    form, 
might  leffen   the  danger  of  arfe- 
nic is   not   clear,    though    thefe 
two,  when   united,  are  not  poi- 
fonous.     If  the  poifon  be  of  the 
vegetable  clafs,  an  alkali  can  be 
of  no    diilervice,    nor  interfere 


*  Printed  by  miftake.    Anecdote. 
J    4 
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*  with  the  other  means  of  reme- 

*  dying  by  evacuation,  nor  yet  by 

*  the  fubfequent  ufe  of  acids,   fo 

*  ftrongly  infilled  on  by  Tiflbt,  as 

*  counterafting  the  effefts  of  nar- 

*  cotics ;    fince  acids,    given    to- 

*  gather    with  , alkaline   falts,    are 

*  pronounced   to  be  attended  with 

*  great  fuccefs  in  this  cafe,  by  Dr. 

*  Mead  and  others, 

'  To   fupply  the  omiflion  then 

*  in  thofe  popular  writers,  might 

*  not   the  following  direftions  be 

*  given  on  this  fubjetl  i"  "^When 
*'  fymptoms    of     poifon     appear, 

*  mix  a   tea-fpoonful   of    any   of 
**   the    following    articles,    fait  of 


*•  linen.  By  tafting  it,  the  de- 
**  gree  of  faltnefs  will  determine 
"  if  the  folution  be  ftrcng  enough; 
•*  if  it  be  not  difagreeably  fo  it 
"  may  be  given," 


The  folloiuing  Memoir  has  been 
obligingly  communicated  to  us  by 
Dr.  Percival,  njuho/e  zeal  in 
ivhatever  relates  to  the  interefis 
of  fociety,  can  only  he  equalled 
by  his  profound  and  extenji'ue 
kno'wledge  of  thofe  fubjeds  that 
are  moji  effentially  calculated  to 
promote  them. 


tartar,  fait  of  wormwood,  pearl-     To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
afti,  potafh,  fpirit  of  hartfhorn,         Stamford,   Prefidcnt  of  the  Jgrt- 

culture  Society  at  Ma.n(:heiltr. 


*'  or  fal  volatile,  with  half  a  pint 
**  of  water,  and  of  this  let  one 
••  half  be  given  to  the  patient  im- 
*'  mediately,  and  the  other  in  a 
"  Ihort  time  afterwards.  It  will 
*'  fometimes  give  great  relief,  and 
*•  the  vomiting  will  ceafe.  That 
**  however  is  Hill  to  be  promoted, 
"  and  if  it  does  not  return  on 
*•  drinking  of  warm  water,  &c. 
«•  after  waiting  a  while,  it  will 
**  be  proper  to  give  a  vomit  of 
**  ipecacuanha,  or,  if  that  is  not 
**  fufficient,  one  Hill  ftronger. 
"  After  each  vomiting,  a  dofe  of 
*'  this  folution  of  fait  of  tartar 
"  ftiould  be  given,  and  it  may 
*'  be  repeated  every  two  or  three 
*'  hours,  cfpecially  if  the  pain  of 
**  the  llomach  returns.  It  fliould 
*•  be  continued  too,  in  fmall  dofes, 
*'  for  fome  time  after  the  fymp- 
"  tomsdifappear.  If  none  of  thcfe 
"  falls  are  at  hand,  a  little  wood- 
**  afhes  mixed  with  boiling  water 
*'  will  anfwer  the  fame  end,  fuf- 
*'  fering  them   to   ftand    till   they 


My  Lord, 

THE  following  account  of  a 
new  method  of  making  pot- 
afli  was  lately  read  before  the  Royal 
Society,  and  will  be  inferted  in 
the  next  publication  of  that  learned 
body.  But  as  the  difcovery  is 
highly  interefting  to  the  farmer, 
and  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions 
are  in  few  hands,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  communicating  it  to  the  Agri- 
culture Society. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord,  your  lorddiip's 
mod  faithful  humble 
Manchefer,  fervant, 

Jfril ig,  iyio.    Tho.  Percival. 

Jn  Account  of  a  nenu  and  cheap 
Method  of  preparing  ?et  ajhef\ 
nuith  Obfer'vations, 


THE  Agriculture  Society  at 
Manchelter  have  long  re- 
lettle,  and  pouring  the  water  commended  the  making  of  refer- 
clear  off,   or  lilteripg  through    voirs,  for  the  water  which  flows 

from 
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^from  dunghills  in  farm-yards. 
This  water  is  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  the  falts  and  putrid  matter 
of  the  dunghill ;  and  by  ftagnation 
it  acquires  a  much  high  r  degree 
of  putrefcency,  and  probably  be- 
comes proportionably  more  replete 
with  falts.  When  thus  collefted 
and  improved,  it  is  pumped  into 
an  hogihead,  which  being  drawn 
upon  a  fledge  or  fmall  cart,  is 
conveyed  into  the  meadows,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fprinkling  them 
with  this  rich  manure.  This  im- 
portant improvemenr  in  rural 
oeconomy,  I  apprehend,  has  not 
been  extended  much  beyond  the 
diftrift  of  our  fociety  ;  and  it  feems 
to  be  unknown  to  one  of  the  iatefl 
and  moft  intelligent  writers  on 
hulbandry.  For  Lord  Kaims,  in 
a  recent  work  on  this  fubje-ft,  of 
which  he  has  favoured  me  with  a 
copy,  has  not  even  mentioned  it. 
But  thefe  refervoirs  may  be  ap- 
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plied  to  a  purpofe  ftill  more  fub- 
fervient  to  public  utility,  thaa 
that  above  defcribed.  Jofiah  Birch, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  who  carries  on 
an  extenhve  manufaftory,  and 
bleaches  his  own  yarn,  abo»t  fix 
months  ago  was  induced,  by  a 
happy  turn  of  thought,  to  try 
whether  the  dunghill  water  might 
not  be  converted  into  pot-aihes. 
He  accordingly  evaporated  a  large 
quantity  of  it,  and  burnt  the  re- 
iiduum  in  an  oven  ;  the  produfl  of 
which  fo  perfeftly  anfwered  his 
expedlations,  that  he  has  ever  fince 
continued  to  prepare  thefe  afhej, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  procefs 
of  bucking.  A  ftranger  to  that 
narrownefs  of  fpirit,  which  feeks 
the  concealment  of  a  lucrative  dif- 
covery,  he  isdefirous  that  it  Ihould 
be  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  has  furnifhed  me  with 
the  following  account,  together 
with  the  plan  annexed*.     . 

**  The 


r^ 


Ko  I. 
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**  The  quantity  of  rouck-watfer 
**  ufcd  was  twenty-four  wine 
**  pipes  full ;  which  employed  a 
•♦  man  arid  two  horfes  two  days, 
**  to  cart  it  from  the  pump  to  the 
**  pan  wherein  it  was  boiled  :  but 
**  this  expence  I  fhall  now  fave  ; 
**  as  I  fhaH  lay  a  fough  of  brick, 
'*  which  will  convey  it  from  the 
**  pump  to  the  boiler.  The  coals 
f*  ufed  to   boil  and  burn  it,  were 


**  one  hundred  and  twenty  bafket?  ; 
*'  and  I  fuppofe  each  bafliet  weighs 
"  fix  fcore  pounds,  or  upwards. 
*'  One  man  was  occupied  three 
'*  weeks  in  boiling  and  burning. 
**  The  quantity  of  aflies  made 
*•  was  gcwt.  i  qr.  12  lb.  well 
*'  worth,  at  the  prefent  price  of 
"  a  flies  here,  two  guineas  per 
*•  hundred. 


**  9  cwt.  I  qr.   12  lb.  at  42s.  per  cwt.  -            -    £'Q-   13!  o 

*'  A  man  and  two  horfes  two  days,  at  6s.  j^o:  12  :  o 

**  1 20  baflcets  of  coals,  at  5d.  per  bafket,  ,2:  10:  o 

**  A  man's  wages  for  threie  weeks,  i :  7:0 


^'5 


•*  The  gain  therefore  amounts 
**  tOj{^i5:  4:  o,  deducting  only  a 
«*  trifle  for  the  wear  of  the  pan 
**  and  oven." 

The  profits  arifing  from  this 
preparation  of  pot-afh,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  evinced  by  the  foregoing 
eftimate;  and  they  may,  perhaps, 
admit  of  increafe  by  future  im- 
provements. In  the  fpring  and 
fumraer  feafons,  I  Ihould  fuppofe, 
the  evaporation  might  be  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  fire  ;  by  con- 
veying   the    dunghill-water   from 


the  refervoir,  through  proper 
fluices,  into  ihallow  troughs  or 
ponds,  of  fuch  extent  as  to  afford 
a  fufficient  furface  for  the  aftion  of 
the  fun  and  wind  *;  1  hefe  might 
be  covered  in  rainy  weather  with 
awnings  of  canvafs,  painted  on 
the  outfide  black,  and  white  on 
the  infide  ;  the  former  with  a  view 
to  abforb,  the  latter  to  refleft  the 
rays  of  light. 

This  pot-afh  is  of  a  greyifli  white 
appearance,  defiquefces  a  little  in 
moiil  air,  but  if  kept  in  a  dry  room 


near 

«  N°.  I. 'The  dunghill. 

**  a,  Afough,  or  drain,  round  the  bottom  of  the  dunghill. 

*«,  3.  A  hole,  or  pit,  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  N°  1. 

*'  4.  A  well   to  receive  the  muck   water  from  the  pit,  wherein  a  pump 

.*•  is  fixed  to  convey  it  to  the  pan,  N"  5,  in  which  it  is  boiled  to  the  confidence 
**  of  treacle,  and  afterwards  burned  in  an  oven.  The  pan,  N^  5,  is  formed 
*'  at  the  bottom  of  iron  plates  ;  and  turned  up  a  little  round  the  edges,  to 
*«  which  deal  planks  are  fcrewed,  fo  as  to  make  it  about  twenty  inches  in 
"  depth." 

*  The  following  abridged  view  of  a  meteorological  regifter,  which  I  kept 
with  great  exaftnefs  during  the  years  1774  and  1775,  may  throw  fome  light 
on  the  praflicability  of  this  plan  in  the  climate  of  Lancaftiire,  which,  I  believe, 
^s  neai;ly  the  fame  as  thai  of  moft  of  the  other  weflern  counties  of  England. 
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near  the  fire,  acquires  a  powdery 
furface.  It  is  hard,  and  of  a 
fpongy  texture  when  broken,  with 
many  fmall  cryftals  in  its  fubftance. 
The  colour  of  its  internal  parts  is 
dufky,  and  variegated.  To  the 
talte  it  is  acrid,  faline,  and  ful- 
phureous.  It  emits  no  fmell  of 
volatile  alkali  either  in  a  folid 
form,  dinblved,  or  when  added  to 
lime-water  ;  neither  does  it  com- 
inunicate  the  fapphire  colour  to  a 
folution  of  blue  vitriol.  Silver  is 
quickly  tinged  black  by  it,  a  proof 
that  it  contains  much  phlogifton. 
Ten  grains  of  this  pot-alh  required 
eleven  drops  of  the  weak  fpirit  of 
vitriol  to  facurate  them  :  the  like 
quantity  of  fait  of  tartar  required, 
of  the  fame  acid,  twenty-four 
drops.  A  llrong  efFervcfcence  oc- 
curred in  both  mixtures :  from  the 
former  a  fulphureous  vapour  was 
exhaled.  A  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
fyrup  of  violets,  diluted  with  an 
ounce  of  water,  was  changed  into 
a  bright  green  colour  by  five  grains 
pf  the  fait  of  tartar  ;  but  ten  grains 
of  this  new  pot-afh  were  necefiary 
to  produce  the  fame  hue  in  a  fimi- 
lar  mixture.     Half  an  ounce  of  the 


pot-afii  diflblved  entirely  in  half 
a  pint  of  hot  water ;  but  when  the 
liquor  was  cold,  a  large  purple 
fediment  fubfided  to  the  bottom: 
and  it  was  found,  that  this  fedi- 
ment amounted  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of 
aihes  ufed. 

I  have  not  leifure  at  prefent  to 
profecute  thefe  experiments  far- 
ther :  and  ftiall  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  making  a  few  general 
obfervations  on  the  fafts  which 
have  been  advanced. 

1 .  This  pot-alh  is  a  true  fixed  ve- 
getable alkali,  and  a  produft  of 
putrefaction  which  has  not,  that  I 
recolledl,  been  noticed  by  the 
chemifts.  A  very  celebrated  writer 
has  even  in  exprefs  terms  aflerted, 
that  **  all  vegetables,  not  except- 
"  ing  thofe  which  in  their  natural 
"  ftate  furnifh  afhes  containing; 
*'  much  fixed  alkali,  when  burnt, 
*'  after  their  acid  has  been  alter. 
"  ed  by  a  com  pleat  putrefadion, 
"  leave  aflies  entirely  ,free  from 
"  alkali  *." 

2.  The  quantity  of  alkali  con- 
tained in  this  pot-alh  may,  with 
feme  probability,  be  eftimated  at 


1774* 
Months. 

Jan.  Feb.  March, 
Apr.  May,  June, 
July,  Aug.  Sep. 
pa.  Nov.  Dec. 


Thsrn'.omete. 
o'clock  F.  M. 
Higheft.  Loweft. 
56  28 

7^  45 

75  53 

60  30 

52,25 
Mean  heat. 


Days. 
Rainy.  Dry. 
25        65 
55       36 
66       26 

43       49 
189     176 


1775- 

Therrnometerr 

z  o'clock  P.M. 

Higheft.  Lovveft. 

54  30 

78  SI 

74  -      4S 

64  32 

55'  7 
Mea(i  heat. 


Days. 
Rainy.  Dry. 

61  29 
42       49 

62  ■^o 
50       28* 

215      136 


The  thermometer  was  made  by  Dollond,  and  Erraduated  according  to  thefcale 
of  Faihenheit.  It  was  placed  in  the  open  air,  and  in  a  northern  expofure.  The  co- 
lumn'of  rainy  days  expreffes  the  leaj}  as  well  as  the  ^r^a/^  quantity  of  rain; 
the  column  of  dry  includes  only  thoie  days  in  which  not  a  fingle  fliowcr  was 
noticed.  The  day  comprthends  twenty-four  hours.  About  thirty-three  inche^ot 
|-ain,  at  a  medium,  fall  yearly  in  Mancheiler.  • 

•  Macquer's  Diftionaiyof  Chemiftry,  article  Alkali. 

§  about 
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about  one-third  of  its  wrelght ; 
whereas  the  white  Mufcovy  aflies 
are  faid  to  yield  only  one-eighth 
part  *.  Of  its  impurities,  fulphur 
is  the  moft  injurious  to  its  bleach- 
ing powers,  and  fhould,  in  the 
preparation  of  it,  be  carefully  Se- 
parated. A  longer-continued,  and 
more  gentle  calcination,  in  a  fur- 
nace fupplied  with  a  fufficient  cur- 
rent of  air,  might,  perhaps,  anfwer 
this  end.  But  the  moft  efFedlual 
method  would  be  to  lixiviate  the 
falts  with  pure  water,  after  a  mo- 
derate fufion,  and  then  to  evapo- 
rate them  flowly  to  drynefs.  It 
muft,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
in  thus  freeing  the  pot-afh  from 
phlogiftic  matter,  another  impurity 
is  generated.  For  both  the  aftion 
of  fire,  and  the  folution  in  water, 
convert  into  earth  a  portion  of  the 
alkaline  fait. 

3.  No  quick-lime  appears  to  be 
contained  in  this  pot-alh  :  for  a 
folution  of  it,  poured  from  its 
fediment,  remained  clear,  though 
long  expofed  to  the  air.  Nor  did 
it  acquire  any  milkinefs  by  being 
blown  into  from  the  lungs.  Buc 
perhaps  the  addition  of  thiscauftic 
fnbftance,  in  a  due  proportion, 
would  increafe  its  adtivity  and 
value,  when  employed  in  many 
of  the  arts.  For  the  Ruffian  pot- 
afh  is  more  pungent  to  the  tafte, 
faturates  a  larger  proportion  of 
acid,  and  diffblves  oils  more  pow- 
erfully than  the  purer  alkaline 
falts.  And  Dr.  Home  has  provedf , 
that  thefe  qualities  depend  on  a 
large  admixture  of  ■quick-lime. 

4.  It  would  be  worthy  of  trial, 
to    afcertain    whether    the    large 


purple  fediment,  which  fubfides 
when  tnis  pot-afh  is  lixiviated, 
might  not  be  applied  to  the  manu- 
fafture  of  Pruflian  blue;  or  ufed 
in  the  manner  recommended  by 
Mr.  Macquer,  for  dying wgol  and" 
filk.  See  the  Memoirs  of  the 
French    Academy    for    the     year 

1749 1-        , 
5.  The  farmer,  though  he  live 

atadiftance  from  the  manufadures 
in  which  pot-afh  is  employed,  may 
find  his  account  in  preparing  it 
from  dunghill-water.  For  it  will 
furnifh  him  with  a  top-dreffing  for 
his  garden  and  land,  of  great  fer- 
tilizing powers.  Butif  fewel  be 
dear  where  he  refides,  and  neceffa- 
ries  wanting  for  the  conftruftion  of 
a  furnace,  thefimple  evaporation  of 
the  water  may  fuffice.  And  the 
putrid  lye,  thus  reduced  to  a  folid 
form,  will  prove  to  be  a  rich  ma- 
nure. At  Hart-hill,  my  fummer 
abode,  about  three  miles  from 
Manchefter,  I  have  lately  praftifed 
a  method  of  making  a  compoll  of 
dunghill-water.  The  weeds  and 
Takings  of  the  garden,  the  dreffings 
of  the  fields,  the  leaves  blown  from 
the  trees,  and  other  refufe  matters, 
are  put  together  near  the  refenvoir; 
out  of  which  the  water  is  pcca- 
fionally  pumped,  and  fcattered 
over  the  heap.  So  ftrong  a  fer, 
ment  almolt  inftantly  excites  pu- 
trcfaftion  ;  and  tbefe  vegetable 
fubftances  are  foon  converted  into 
a  fertile  jnould,  which,  retaining 
the  falts  and  oils  of  the  dunghill 
water,  fufFers  the  fuperfiuous 
moifture  to  exhale  into  the  air,  or 
to  percolate  through  it.  And  I 
have  found  by  experience,  that  the 


»  Home  on  Bleaching,  page  157. 

f  Ellay  on  BieacTiing. 

j  Set  alfo  Neumann's  Cheniiftj-y,  by  Lewis« 


compoft^ 
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Compoft,  thus  prepared,  is  laid  on 
the  meadows  at  lefs  expence,  and 
that  it  is  more  efficacious  and  du- 
rable in  its  operation,  than  the 
Sprinklings  which,  at  ftated  times, 
they  formerly  received.  For  my 
land,  though  good,  and  in  fine  con- 
dition, is  light  and  fandy  ;  and  the 
dunghill-water  quickly  pafled  be- 
low the  roots  of  the  vegetables, 
which  grow  upon  its  furface. 

Postscript. 
It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me, 
that  the  foregoing  difcovery  has 
no  claim  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Agriculture  Society,  becaufe  in 
this  manufafluring  county  it  may 
eventually  tend  to  check  the  cul- 
tivation of  land,  by  robbing  it  of 
one  fpecies  of  manure.  But  I 
conceive  the  operation  of  it  will  be 
entirely  the  reverfe:  for  it  will  pro- 
mote the  colledtion  of  every  putre- 
fcent  article,  and  thus  augment 
the  farmer's  dunghill,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  excites  a  more  univer- 
fal  attention  to  the  prefervation  of 
muck  water;  the  refervoirs  for 
which  are  yet  few,  and  have  been 
made  chiefly  by  thofe  who  follow 
hulbandry  for  amufement,  and  not 
as  an  occupation.  The  public 
therefore  will  be  gainers  both  by 
the  faving,  and  by  the  acquilition  j 
and  a  twofold  branch  of  rural  ceco- 
nomy  will  be  eftablilhed,  at  once 
lucrative  to  the  bufbandman,  and 
important  to  the  ardft  and  manu- 
facturer. 

But  admitting  all  the  fuppofad 
force  of  the  allegation,  i:  muft 
furely  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
main  deiign  of  our  inilitution  is  to 
increafe  the  produdivenefs  of  agri- 
culture, by  Itimiilating  the  farmer 
to  every  beneficial  undertaking, 
confident  with  his  profeflion.  Now 
in  this  cafe,  the  leneficial  is  belt 


meafured  by  the  Hudibraftic  ftand- 
ard :  for, 

"  What's  the  value  of  a  thing  ? 

"  But  fo  much  money  as  'twill  bring  ?  "     . 

I  truft,  therefore,  that  the  fo- 
ciety  will  not,  by  declining  to  pa- 
tronize the  prefent  difcovery,  juf- 
tify  the  farcafm  of  an  ingenious 
poet  of  this  place,  who  has  hu- 
moroufly  charged  fome  of  us  with 
teaching. 

"  By  crops  increas'd,  and  profits  lefs, 
<♦  The  way  t'  enrich  the  nation." 


Caution  in  huilding  Magazines  far 
Gunpoivder. 

THE  dreadful  accidents  which 
happen  from  the  explofioa 
of  magazines  or  mills  for  the  ma- 
nufafturing  of  gunpowder,  make 
every  hint  that  may  tend  to  the 
prevention  of  fuch  calamities  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic. On  that  account,  we  (hall 
fubmit  to  our  readers  without  fur- 
ther apology  the  following  fadts, 
which  have  already  appeared  ia 
fome  of  the  public  papers. 

"  A  gentleman,  in  a  letter  from 
Withington,  in  Gloucefterfhire, 
fays,  an  accident,  which  happened 
to  me  a  few  days  fince,  may  fug- 
gelt,  perhaps,  an  ufeful  caution 
to  fome  of  your  readers.  On  the 
table  I  was  writing  at,  flood  a 
fmall  glafs  decanter,  and  near  that 
lay  my  handkerchief;  the  fmi 
(through  a  falh-window,  which 
was  down,  and  at  a  confiderable 
diftancc)  fhone  full  upon  the  de- 
canter, which,  colledling  the  rays 
into  a  point  or  focus,  fct  fire  to 
the  handkerchief,  and,  if  I  had 
not  been  in  the  room,  might  have 
had  very  ferious  confec[uences." 
to  Thus 
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Thus  far  the  writer ;  and,  to  con- 
firm the  faft,  I  fliall  mention  a 
melancholy  event  which  happened 
ibme  years  ago  in  Surrey. 

Abut  a  mile  from  the  place 
were  feveral  mills  for  making 
gunpowder ;  one  morning  the 
whole  neighbourhood  was  alarmed 
by  a  violent  explofion,  which 
jhook  the  houfes  for  feveral  miles 
xoond,  and  was  followed  by  a 
column  of  fmoak  and  fire,  which 
towered  high  in  the  air,  and  was 
vifible  at  a  vaft  diftance.  When 
the  cODCuffion  was  over,  I  vifited 
the  fpot,  and  beheld  the  mangled 
bodies  of  four  poor  men,  thrown 
at  the  diftance  of  more  than  loo 
yards  from  each  other,  whofe  fcat- 
tered  limbs  were  collefted  toge- 
ther, and  buried  in  one  common 
grave  in  a  church-yard  belonging 
to  the  parifli.  In  taking  a  view  of 
the  other  mills,  which  were  left 
ftanding,  I  obferved  that  fome  of 
the  windows  were  glazed  with 
very  coarfe  glafs,  full  of  convex 
bliilers  ;  and,  as  the  day  of  this 
dreadful  calamity  was  remarkably 
hot,  I  thought  it  not  unlikely 
that  a  focus  might  be  formed 
through  one  of  theie  glafs  bliilers, 
which  would  eafily  fet  fire  to  fome 
of  the  gunpowder,  which  thefe 
poor  men  were  granulating  in 
fieves  when  this  unhappy  cataf- 
trophe  befel  them.  This  conjec- 
ture I  remember  well  to  have 
made  at  the  time,  and,  to  Ihew 
that  it  was  very  poffible,  as  foon 
as  I  got  home  1  iwifted  up  fome 
gunpowder  in  brown  paper,  and 
fet  fire  to  it  through  a  decanter  of 
water,  by  the  focus  which  the  fur. 
formed  upon  the  paper  till  it  took 
£re,  and  went  off  with  an  explo- 
ifion.  This  event,  and  the  hint 
from  the  gentleman  in  Gloucefter- 


fhire,  convince  me  that  th6  witi- 
dows  of  all  buildings  containing 
fuch  combuftible  materials,  Ihould 
be  only  towards  the  notch,  where 
the  fun  can  never  produce  the  like 
effeft. 

To  the  above  we  will  aidd  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  happened  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  in  Norfolk. 
A  gentleman,  who  had  been  en- 
tertaining fame  friends  after  din- 
ner, invited  them  to  take  a  walk, 
leaving  a  decanter  half  full  of  wa- 
ter on  the  table.  The  fervant, 
who  went  in  to  clear  away,  to  his 
great  furprize  found  the  window- 
fhutters  on  fire,  occafioned  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  which  llione  full 
upon  the  decanter,  and  which, 
having  thus  fet  the  Ihutters  in  a 
blaze,  might  foon  have  deftroyed 
the  whole  houfe,  had  it  not  been 
timely  difcovered..  It  is  alfo  a 
well-known  pradlice  at  Oxford, 
where  firing  is  very  dear,  for  the 
fmoakers  to  light  their  pipes,  dur- 
ing the  fummer  months,  by  the  help 
of  a  decanter  of  water. 


An  Jccount  of  a  Method  for  the 
fafe  Remo'val  of  Shipi  that  hame 
been  driven  on  Shore,  and  da- 
maged in  ther  Bottoms^  to  places 
(hovje-ver  dijlant )  fer  repairing 
them.  By  Mr.  William  Barnard, 
Shipbuilder,  Grove-Street,  Dept- 
ford  ;  communicated  by  Nevit 
Maflcelyne,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
Ajlronomer  Royal. 

\Tr07n  thePkilofopHcal  Tranfatlions''] 

Read  Dec.  ^3,  1779. 

Deptford,  April  14,  1779- 

ON  the  ftiores  of   this  ifland, 
dilHnguiihed  for  its  formi- 
dable  fleets   and    cxtenfive   com- 
merce. 
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merce,  and  fo  particularly  fituated, 
there  mull  neceffarily  be  many 
ihipwrecks :  every  hint  by  which 
the  diftrefs  of  our  fellow-creatures 
may  be  alleviated,  or  any  faving 
of  property  made  to  individuals 
in  fuch  fjtuations,  (hould  be  com- 
municated for  their  good.  As 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Society 
have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
fuch  hints  moft  univerfally  known, 
I  have  been  induced,  from  their 
rcadinefs  to  receive  every  ufeful 
information,  to  lay  before  them 
a  particular  account  of  the  fuccefs 
attending  a  method  for  the  fafe 
removal  of  fliips  that  have  been 
driven  on  (bore,  and  damaged  in 
thtir  bottoms,  to  places  (however 
dillant)  for  repairing  them;  I 
hope,  therefore,  they  will  excufe 
the  liberty  1  have  taken  in  pre- 
fenting  this  to  them.  Should  the 
fociety  honour  me  by  recording  it, 
it  will  make  me  the  moft  ample 
fatisfaftion  for  my  attention  to  jt, 
and  afford  me  the  greateft  plqa- 
fure. 

On  January  the  ift,  1779,  in 
a  mod  dreadful  ftorm,  the  York 
Eaii  Indiaman,  of  eight  hundred 
tons,  homeward  bound,  with  a 
pepper  cargo,  parted  her  cables  in 
Margate  Roads,  and  was  driven 
on  fliore,  within  one  hundred  feet 
of  the  head,  and  thirty  feet  of  the 
fide,  of  Margate  Pier,  then  draw- 
ing twenty-two  feet  fix  inches  wa- 
ter, the  flow  of  a  good  fpring  tide 
being  only  fourteen  feefat  that 
place. 

On  the  3d  of  the  fame  month  I 
went  down,  as  a  Ihip-builder,  to 
aflift  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power 
my  worthy  friend  Sir  Richard 
Hotham,  to  whom  the  fliip  be- 
longed.    1  found  her  perfe^lly  up> 


right,  and  her  fhere  (or  fide  ap- 
pearance) the  fame  as  when  firll 
built,  but  funk  to  the  twelve  feec 
water  mark  fore  and  aft  in  a  bed 
of  chalk  mixed  with  a  ftifF  blue 
clay,  exaftly  the  Ihape  of  her  body 
below  that  draft  of  water;  aqd 
from  the  rudder  being  torn  from 
her  as  flie  ftruck  coming  on  fliore, 
and  the  violent  agitation  of  the 
fea  after  her  being, there,  her  Hern 
was  fo  greatly  injured  as  to  admit 
free  accefs  thereto,  which  filled 
her  for  four  days  equal  to  the  flow 
of  the  tide.  Having  fully  inform- 
ed myfeJf  of  her  fituation  and  the 
flow  of  fpring  tides,  and  being 
clearly  of  opinion  flie  might  be 
again  got  off,  I  recommended,  as 
the  firit  neceflary  ftep,  the  imme- 
diate difcharge  of  the  cargo  ;  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  that  bufinefs,  I 
found  the  tide  always  flowed  to 
the  fame  height  on  the  fliip;  and 
when  the  cargo  was  half  difcharg- 
ed,  and  I  knew  the  remaining 
part  fliould  not  make  her  draw 
tnore  than  eighteen  feet  water, 
and  while  I  was  obferving  the  wa- 
ter at  twenty-two  feet  fix  inches 
by  the  fliip's  marks,  flie  inftantly 
lifted  to  feventeen  feet  eight 
inches,  the  water  and  air  being 
before  excluded  by  her  preflure  on 
the  clay,  and  the  atmofphere  aci» 
ing  upon'her  upper  part  equal  to 
fix  hundred  tons,  which  is  the 
weight  of  water  difpiaced  at  the 
difl^erence  of  thofe  two  draughts  of 
water. 

The  moment  the  fliip  lifted,  I 
difcovered  ftie  had  received  more 
damage  than  was  at  firft  appre- 
hended, her  leaks  being  fuch  as 
filled  her  from  four  to  eighceea 
feet  water  in  one  hour  and  a  half. 
As  nothing  efiedual  was  to  be  ex- 
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pefled  from  pumping,  fevcral  fcut- 
tles  or  holbs  in  the  Ihip's  fide  were 
made,  and  valves  fixed  thereto, 
to  draw  ofF  the  water  to  the  loweft 
ebb  of  the  tide,  to  facilitate  the 
difcharge  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  cargo ;  and,  after  many  at- 
tempts, I  fucceeded  in  an  external 
application  of  Iheep  fkins  fewed  oh 
a  fail,  and  thruft  under  the  bottom, 
to  flop  the  body  of  water  from 
rulhing  fo  furioufly  into  the  ihip. 
This    bufinefs   effedled,    moderate 

,  pumping  enabled  us  to  keep  the 
ihip  to  about  fix  feet  water  at  low 
water,  and  by  a  vigorous  effort 
we  could  bring  the  Ihip  fo  light 
as  (when  the  cargo  fhould  be  all 
difcharged)  to  be  eafily  removed 
into  deeper  water.  But  as  the  ex- 
ternal application  might  be  dif- 
turbed  by  fo  doing,  or  totally  re- 
moved by  the  agitation  of  the 
Ihip,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
provide  fome  pefmanent  fecurity 
for  the  lives  of  thcfe  who  were  to 
navigate  her  to  the  river  Thames. 
I  then  recommended,  as  the  cheap- 
eft,  quickeft,  and  moil  cffeftual 
plan,  to  lay  a  deck  in  the  hold,  as 
low  as  the  water  could  be  pumped 
to,  framed  fo  folidly  and  fecurely, 
and  caulked  fo  light  as  to  fwim 
the  fhip  independant  of  her  own 
leaky  bottom. 

Beams  of  fir -timber,  twelve 
inches  fquare,  were  placed  in  the 
hold  under  every  lower  deck  beam 
in  the  fhip, as  low  as  the  water  would 
permit ;  chefe  were  in  two  pieces, 
for  the  convenience  of  getting 
them  down,  and  alfo  for  the  bet- 
ter fixing  them  of  an  exaft  length, 
and  well  bolted  together  when  in 
their  places.  Over  thefe  were 
laid    long   Dantzic   deals   of   two 

'  inches   and  an    half  thick,   well 


nailed  and  caulked.  Againft  the 
fhip's  fide,  all  fore  and  aft,  was 
well  nailed  a  piece  of  fir,  twelve 
inches  broad  and  fix  inches  thick 
on  the  lower,  and  three  inches  on 
the  upper  edge,  to  prevent  the 
deck  from  rifing  at  the  fide.  Over 
the  deck,  at  every  beam,  was  laid 
a  crofs  piece  of  fir  timber,  fix 
inches  deep  and  twelve  inches 
broad,  reaching  from  the  pillar  of 
the,  hold  to  the  fhip's  fide,  on 
which  the  ftiores  were  to  be  placed 
to  refift  the  preflure  of  the  water 
beneath.  On  each  of  thefe,  and 
againft  the  lower  deck  beam,  at 
equal  diftance  from  the  fide  and 
middle  of  the  fhip,  was  placed  an 
upright  fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve 
inches,  the  lower  end  let  two 
inches  into  the  crofs  piece.  From 
the  foot  of  this  fhore  to  the  fhip'a 
fide,  under  the  end  of  every  lower 
deck  beam,  was  placed  a  diagonal 
fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve,  to 
eafe  the  fhip's  deck  of  part  of  the 
ftrain  by  throwing  it  on  the  fide. 
An  upright  fhore,  of  three  inches 
by  twelve,  was  placed  from  the 
end  of  every  crofs  piece  to  the 
lower  deck  beams  at  the  fide ; 
and  one  of  three  inches  by  twelve 
on  the  midfhip  end  of  every  crofs 
piece  to  the  lower  deck  beam, 
and  nailed  to  the  pillars  in  the 
hold.  Two  firm  tight  bulkheads 
or  partitions  were  made  as  near 
the  extremes  of  the  fhip  as  poffible. 
The  ceiling  or  infide  plank  of  the 
fhip  was  very  fecurely  caulked  up 
to  the  lower  deck,  and  the  whole 
formed  a  compleat  fhip  with  a  flat 
bottom  within  fide  to  fwim  the 
outfide  leaky  one ;  and  that  bot- 
tom being  deprelTed  fix  feet  be- 
low the  external  water,  refilled 
the  fhip's  weight  above  it,  equal 
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temporary  deck,  and  Well  faftened 
to  each  :  then  the  deck  was  laid 
with  long  two-inch  Dantzic  deals, 
and  well  nailed  and  caulked  ;  thd 
(hip's  infide  plank  was  well  caulk- 
ed up  to  the  lower  deck.  A  piecei 
of  fir,  of  twelve  inches  broad  and 
two  inches  thick  on  the  upper, 
and  four  inches  on  the  lower  edge, 
was  well  nailed  to  the  fhip's  fide 
all  fore  and  aft,  and  well  caulked 
on  both  edges  to  prevent  the  fide 
of  the  deck  from  leaking,  or  be- 
ing forced  up  by  the  prefTure  of 
the  water  againft  the  deck,  a  two- 
inch  deal  or  crofs  piece  was  laid 
over  every  beam  from  the  (hip's 
fide  to  the  uprights  at  the  middle 
line;  then,  at  equal  diftance  from 
the  fide  and  middle  line,  pieces 
of  fix  inches  fquare,  as  long  as 
could  be  got  down,  were  put  all 
fore  and  afc  on  both  fides,  fcored 
two  inches  over  every  crofs  piece, 
and  well  bolted  through  the  crofs 
piece  and  deck,  and  into  the  fir 
beams.  From  this  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband  to  the  (hip's  fide, 
and  from  it  to  the  uprights  in  the 
middle,  were  placed  two  rows  of" 
diagonal  (hores,  fix  inches  fquare, 
the  heels  of  which  were  fecurely 
wedged  againft  the  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband,  which  afforded 
fufBcient  fupport  to  the  temporary 
deck  without  any  other  (hore?. 
Two  bulkheads  or  partitions  were 
built,,  as  far  as  the  fore-maft  for- 
ward, and  mizen-maft  aft,  well 
planked,  Ihored,  and  caulked,  to 
refift  the  water.  As  decks  laid  in. 
this  manner,  and  in  fo  much  hurry 
as  the  time  of  low  water  requires,/ 
will  of  confequence  leak  in  fomC 
degree,  and  as  ihac  leakage,  wa(h- 
ing  from  fide  to  fide,  will  cau"fe 
the  (hip  to  lay  along,  I  fixed  a 
K  two  ioch 


t6  five  hundred  and  eighty-one 
tons,  and  fafely  conveyed  her  to 
the  dry  dock  at  Deptford. 

Since  r  wrote  the  above  account, 
I  have  been  defired  to  ufe  the 
fame  method  on  a  Swedilh  fliip, 
ftranded  near  Margate  on  the  fame 
day  as  the  York  Eall  India-man, 
^nd  fwim  her  to  London.  As 
this  (hip  is  about  two  hundred'and 
fifty  tons,  and  the  execution  of 
the  bufinefs  fomething  different 
from  what  was  praftifed  with  re- 
gard to  the  large  (hip,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thought  improper  to 
defcribe  it. 

As  this  (hip's  bottom  was  fo 
much  injured,  having  loft  eight 
feet  of  her  ftern-poft  and  all  her 
keel,  feveral  floor-timbers  being 
broke,  and  fome  of  the  planks  off 
her  bottom,  (fo  as  to  leave  a  hole 
big  enough  for  a  man  to  come 
through)  feveral  lower  deck  beams 
being  likewife  broke,  and  all  the 
pillars  in  the  hold  broken  and 
walhed  away ;  I  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  conneft,  in  fome  degree, 
the  fhattered  bottom  with  the 
(hip's  decks,  not  only  to  fupport 
the  temporary  deck  by  which  (he 
was  to  fwim  up,  but  to  prevent 
the  bottom  being  cru(hed  by  the 
weight  of  the  (hip  when  (he  was 
put  upon  blocks  in  the  dry  dock: 
to  effect  which,  after  I  had  put 
acrofs  twelve  beams  of  fir,  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  edgeways,  one 
under  every  lower  deck  beam  of 
the  (bip,  and  well  faftened  them 
to  the  (hip's  fide,  I  placed  two 
upright  pieces  to  each  beam  of  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  fecurely  bolted 
to  the  fides  of  the  keelfon,  and 
fcored  fix  inches  under  the  (hip's 
lower  deck  beams,  and  three 
inches   above  the   beams    of   the- 
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two  -  inch  deal,  twelve  inches 
broad,  edgeways,  all  fore  and 
aft  at  the  middle  line,  and  well 
caulked  it,  to  itop  half  the  water 
on  the  weather  or  upper  fide, 
when  the  (hip  would  incline  either 
yf&y,  which  not  only  made  her 
ftiffer  under  fail,  but  facilitated 
the  pumping  out  the  water  made 
by  leaks  in  the  deck. 

This  deck  was  fixty-three  feet 
long  and  twenty  -three  feet  broad, 
and  was  laid  at  five  feet  five  inches 
above  the  bottom  of  the  keel,  or 
four  feet  above  the  top  of  the 
floor  timbers,  and  fwam  the  Ihip 
at  twelve  feet  five  inches  water, 
refilling  two  hundred  and  fixteen 
tons,  and  containing  under  it  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  tons  of 
water,  which  prefling  againll  the 
Bnder  fide  of  the  temporary  deck 
acted  as  bailaft,  and  brought  her 
fafely  into  the  dry  dock  at  Dept- 
ford,  from  the  mod  dangerous 
fjtuation  poffible,  being  partly 
within  and  partly  without  Mar- 
gate Pier,  where  fhe  had  been  left 
by  fome  Ramfgate  men,  who  had 
undertaken  to  remove  her  from 
the  place  jvhere  (he  was  ftranded  to 
a  fafer  one  within  Margate  Har- 
bour. 


ji  fie-TV  Method  of  treating  the 
Fifiula  Lachrymdlis.  By  Mr. 
William  Blizard,  Surgeon, 
F.  A,  ^. ;  communicated  hy  Mr. 
Jofeph  Warner,  Surgeon ^  F.Ji.  S. 
From  the  fame. 

Read  Feb.  24,   1780. 

IN  every  period  of  the  difeafe, 
termed      fijiula       lachrymalis, 
there  is  underftood  to  exifl  a  de- 
gree of  ob(lru£lion   in  the  nafal 
6 


dufl;  fo  that  more  or  lefs  of  th* 
tears,  mixed  with  the  oily  fecretion 
of  the  febaceous  glands  of  the 
eyelids,  and  mucus  of  the  in- 
ternal furface  of  the  lachrymal 
fac,  being  prevented  from  pafling 
into  the  nofe,  are  expelled  through 
the  lachrymal  pundla  upon  the 
furface  of  the  eye,  and  down  the 
cheek. 

Writers  on  furgery  divide  this 
difeafe  into  feveral  ftages ;  the 
firll:  and  moil  fimple  being  that  of 
obftrudlion,  with  little  or  no  in- 
flammation; and  fo  on,  according 
to  the  degree  or"  efFvft  of  inflam- 
mation, to  the  laft  ftage,  a  floughy, 
ulcerated  condition  of  the  fac  and 
its  integuments,  with,  now  and 
then,  a  caries  of  the  bony  parts. 

Though  the  difeafe  be  fre- 
quently the  elFe6l  of  a  virus  in  the 
habit,  yet  furgeons  find,  that  fome- 
times  the  caufe  is  very  fimple, 
and  eafily  to  be  conceived  from 
the  analogy  of  parts. 

The  membraneous  portions  of 
the  nafal  duft  and  lachrymal  fac 
area  continuation  of  the  pituitous 
membrane  of  the  nofe.  This 
membrane  is  exceedingly  vafcular, 
fecretes  a  large  quantity  of  mucus 
upon  its  internal  furface,  and  is 
endued  with  a  great  degree  of 
fenfibility. 

Experience  (hews  the  great  de- 
fluxions  that  are  oftentimes  made 
upon  the  pituitous  membrane; 
the  increafed  fecretion  of  mucus 
that  happens  upon  the  application 
of  various  ftimulants ;  and  the 
firm  confiftence  it  often  acquires 
from  ftagnation,  abforption,  and 
evaporation  of  its  thinner  parts  : 
moreover,  that  the  membrane  it- 
felf  frequently  becomes  inflamed 
and  thickened. 

The 
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The  daft  and  fac  may  be  af- 
fefled  through  obftrufted  per- 
fpiration,  &c.  and  thickened  from 
the  turgid  Hate  of  their  veflels : 
the  fecretion  of  mucus  may  alfo 
be  confidet-ably  augmented.  From 
the  thickened  ilace  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  duft,  the  fluids  in 
the  fac  pafs  with  difficulty:  by 
retention,  v^armth,  and  abforpcion, 
they  are  rendered  vifcid  ;  and  the 
difficulty,  that  at  firft  arofe  from 
the  thickened  ttate  of  the  mem- 
brane, now  arifes  from  another 
caufe,  namely,  the  infpifl'ated 
Hate  of  the  fluids. 

Thefe  are,  probably,  the  moft 
Cm  pie  caufes  of  obl'truftion  in  the 
uafal  duil;  but,  from  whatever 
caufe  the  obftruftion  had  its  ori- 
gin, in  its  early  ftate,  when  un- 
attended with  a  morbid  change  of 
the  contiguous  parts,  it  is  con- 
fidered  as  the  firft  and  moft  limple 
ftage  of  xh^  Jijiula  lachrymalis.  It 
is  in  this  ftage  that  the  means  of 
obviating  t'ne  neceffity  of  a  trou- 
blefome  and  uncertain  operation 
Ihould  be  employed,  with  any 
rational  expeflation  of  fuccefs. 

The  principal  of  thefe  means 
are: 

1 .  Com.preffion ;  declared  by 
experienced  pradlitioners  to  be 
injudicious. 

2.  The  paffing  an  inftrument 
into  the  noftril,  and  up  the  dud; 
an  operation  very  painful  to  the 
patient,  and  exceedingly  trouble- 
fome  to  the  operator. 

3.  The  introducing  a  probe 
through  one  of  the  punfta  into 
the  du£k,  after  M.  Anel's  manner  ; 
by  experience  proved  to  be  ina- 
dequate to  the  deiign. 

4-.  The  impelling  a  fluid,  by  a 
fyringe,  through  one  of  the  punda, 
as  diredled  by  M.  Anel ;  allowed 


by  judicious  and  experienced  fur- 
geons  to  be  fometimes  ufeful. 

On  reflefting  upon  the  laft  me- 
thod, I  was  induced  to  think,  that 
if  a  fluid,  of  a  great  degree  of 
fpecific  gravity,  as  quickfilver, 
could  be  paffed  through  one  of  the 
punda,  fo  as  to  fill  the  fac  and 
duft,  and  prefs  upon  the  ob- 
ftruded  part,  it  might  be  rea- 
fonably  expedled  to  remove  the 
obftruflion  in  the  firft  and  fimple 
ftage  of  the  difeafe  ;  at  leaft,  to 
have  a  much  better  chance  of  pro- 
ducing this  effedt  than  a  watery 
fluid,  urged  through  the  pundunj. 
in  an  unfavourable  diredlion  :  be- 
fides,  it  would  be  no  bar  to  the 
ufe  of  proper  general  means. 

Flattered  with  the  feeming  rea» 
fonablenefs  of  the  fuggeftion,  and 
convinced  of  the  fafety  of'the  ex- 
periment, I  refolved  on  making  a 
trial  the  firft  opportunity;  which 
foon  occurred  to  me. 

Mr.   M B ,   a   fadler, 

in  Mark-Lane,  had  been  troubled 
with  a  flux  of  tears  and  mucus 
down  the  cheek  from  the  punfta 
of  the  right  eye-lids,  about  feven 
months.  There  was  a  degree  of 
fwelling  or  diftenfion  of  the  fac, 
attended  with  pain.  Upon  preffing 
the  fac,  much  ropy  fluid,  of  a 
whitifh  colour,  was  forced  through 
the  punfta.  The  difcharge  was 
always  in  greateft  abundance  ia 
the  evening ;  at  which  time  he 
had  a  dimnefs  of  fight  in  that  eye. 

The  ufual  means  had  been  em- 
ployed, without  fuccefs,  by  his 
furgeon,  who  approved  of  the  fug- 
gelted  experiment,  and  the  patient 
agreed  to  have  it  tried. 

Mefl".  Nairne  and  Blunt  pro- 
vided an  inftrument  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  It  confifts  of  a  fine  ftesl 
pipe,  a  little  curved,  cemented  in 
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a  glafs  tube  about  fix  inches  long. 
At  the  top  of  the  tube  is  a  wooden 
funnel;  and  at  the  bottom  of  this 
is  a  valve,  which  may  be  elevated 
by  a  filken  firing  that  is  conveyed 
through  a  hole  in  the  brim  of  the 
funnel,  and  hangs  down  by.  the 
fide  of  the  tub^*. 

The  fleel  pipe  was  pafled  into 
the  inferior  pundtum,  without 
pain  or  difficulty.  The  quick- 
filver  was  then  poured  into  the 
funnel,  and  let  down  the  tube  by 
pulling  the  firing  of  the  valve. 
When  the  quickfilver  regurgitated 
out  by  the  fuperior  pundum,  the 
inflrument  was  withdrawn.  The 
quickfilver  lay  in  the  fac  and  dudl, 
without  exciting  pain,  about  thir- 
ty hours,  when  it  pafTed  into  the 
nofe,  and  the  patient  caught  fome 
of  it  in  his  hand. 

I  thought  it  beft  at  this  time 
not  to  comprefs  the  fac ;  appre- 
hending it  would  difcharge  the 
quickfilver  through  the  pundia, 
and  fo  fruflrate  the  intention. 

On  the  third  day  the  operation 
was  repeated;  when,  on  gently 
coraprelfing  the  fac,  fome  of  the 
quickfilver  pafled  into  the  nofe, 
and  with  it  a  piece  of  congealed 
whitifh  mucus.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  the  quickfilver,  upon  making 
the  prefiure,  rctuvned  through  the 
punda.  . 

At  the  third  and  fourth  times 
of  repeating  the  operation,  with- 
out any  comprefTion,  at  intervals 
of  a  few  ''days,  the  quickfilver 
paffed  readily  into  the  nofe. 

I  once  introduced  the  point  of  a 
fleel  pipe,  ufed  for  injeding  the 
lymphatic  vefTels.     It  is  cemented 


to  a  tube  of  glafs  eighteen  inches 
long.  This  pipe  is  not  fo  fine  as 
that  of  the  other  inflrument,  yet 
it  was  conveyed  into  the  pundum 
without  difficulty,  and  with  little 
or  no  pain.  To  gain  a  greater 
degree  oi  ^  momentum  I  raifed  the 
column  of  quickfilver  to  about 
twelve  inches,  when  it  flowed  into 
the  nofe  with  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  velocity. 

From  the  time  that  the  quick- 
filver paffed  into  the  nofe,  lefs 
fluid  trickled  down  the  cheek 
than  before.  After  the  fecond  or 
third  operation,  the  dwelling  or 
dillention  of  the  fac  in  tire  I  y  fub- 
fided.  The  patient  at  this  tima 
has  no  difcharge  of  mucus,  and  a 
tear  but  very  feldom  :  the  parts 
have  a  perfedly  healthy  appear- 
ance. 

To  afc-ertain  the  efFeds  of  me- 
dicines in  difeafes  of  -the  confli- 
tution,  many  experiments,  under 
various  circumflances,  are  necef- 
fary;  but  in  matters  determinable 
by  a  mechanical  operation,  the 
effed,  as  far  as  our  fenfes  caa 
dired  us,  is  in  general  very  plain 
and  explicable. 

In  the  cafe  related  this  is  clear, 
namely,  that  previoufly  to  the 
injeding  of  quickfilver,  the  tears, 
febaceous  matter,  and  mucus,  did 
not  pafs  through  the  nafal  dud, 
or,  but  in  a  very  fmall  proportion 
to  the  quantity  fecreted  ;  that  at 
the  firfl  experiment,  quickfilver 
did  not  pafs :  but  that  quickfilver, 
tears,  &c.  have  fince  readily 
pafled. 

I  cannot,  however,  flatter  my- 
felf  that  this   method   will  avail. 


•  I  have  defcrihed  the  inftniment  as  it  was  ufed  ;  but  I  have  fince  thought, 
that  it  would  not  only  be  more  fimplc  but  do  as  well  without  a  valvular  appa- 
ratus, the  qiiickfilver  being  poured  in  by  an  afiiilant. 

except 
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,  except  in  the  firfi;  or  fimple  ftage  of 
the  difordcr  ;  but  many  cafes  have 
a  favourable  ftate  for  the  trial  in 
their  early  period,  and  that  oppor- 
tunity may  be  feized  with  a  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs. 

The  operation  is-  firaple,  eafily 
execu:ed,  produdive  of  but  little 
pain,  and  attended  with  no  kind 
iof  danger. 


Account  of  a  Woman  tuho  had  the 
Small  Pox  during  Pregnancy,  and 
nvho  feemed  to  hwve  communicated 
the  fame  Dijeaje  to  the  Foetus. 
Bv  John  Hunter,  E/f.  F.  R.  S. 
From  the  Jame, 

Mr.  Grant's  Acouni. 

ON  the  ^th  of  December, 
1-76,  Mrs.  Ford  had  been 
feized  with  fhivering  and  the  other 
common  fymptoms  of  fever,  to 
v/hich  were  added  great  difficuhy 
oi  breathing,  and  a  very  hard 
cough.  Mr.  Grant  faw  her  on  the 
7th  ;  and  he  took  from  her  eight 
ounces  of  blood,  and  gave  her  a 
compofition  of  the  faline  raiijcture 
with  fpermaceti  and  magneiia  every 
fix  hours. 

This  had  operated  by  the  8ch 
^wo  or  three  times  very  gently, 
when  moll' of  the  complaints  were 
relieved;  but  the  cough  llill 
fnaljing  her  violently,  bleeding 
feemed  neceflary  to  be  repeated, 
more  particularly  as  (he  looked 
upon  herfelf  to  be  in  the  fixth 
monih  of  her  pregnancy.  The 
medicine  was  continued  without 
the  magnefia. 

In  the  evening  {viz,  the  8tfi) 
the  fmall  pox  appeared,  which 
proved  of  a  mild  kind,  and  mo- 
dtraic  in  quantity.      Its  progrels 
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was  rather  flower  than  might  have 
been  expeded  ;  but  the  woman 
paiTed  through  the  uifeafe  in  great 
Ipirits,  fitting  up  the  greatelt  part 
of  the  day  during  the  whole  time, 
and  taking  only  a  paregoric  at 
night,  and,  as  occafion  required, 
a  little  mag;;efia  :  thps  the  fymp- 
toms were  mitigated,  and  the 
cough  at  laft  became  very  little 
troublefome.  \ 

On  the  25th  flie  complained 
of  a  pain  in  her  fide.  Eighc 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away. 
The  next  day  fhe  was  quite  fiee 
from  pain,  and  thought  herfelf  as 
well  on  the  27th  as  her  particular 
fituation  would  admit  of;  after 
which  ihe  was  not  vifited  by  Mr. 
Grant  till  the  31ft,  when  flie  was 
in  labour. 

Mr.  Waftall's  Letter  on  the  famt 
Suijeci. 

Dec.  -^o',  1776,  I  was  fent  for 
to  Mrs  Ford,  a  healthy  woman, 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age,^ 
who  was  pregnant  with  her  firil, 
child.'  She  had  come  out  of  the 
country  about  three  months  before. 
Soo*i  after  her  arrival  in  town  Ihe 
was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox,  an4 
had  been  under  the  care  of  MefTrs. 
Hawkins  and  Grant,  who  have  fa- 
voured me  with  the  particulars  here 
annexed, 

I  called  upon  her  in  the  after- 
noon ;  fhe  complained  of  violent 
griping  pains  in  her  bowels,  dart- 
ing down  to  the  puhes.  On  ex- 
amining I  found  the  os  tinea  a 
little  dilated,  with  other  fymp- 
toms of  approaching  labour,.  I 
fent  her  an  anodyne  fpermaceti 
em ul lion,  and  de fired  to  be  called 
if  her  pains  increafed.  I  was 
fent  for.     The   labour    advanced 

K  3  very 
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very  flowly ;  her  pains  were  long 
and  fevere ;  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
dead  child,  with  fome  difficulty. 

Obferving  an  eruption  all  over 
the  body  of  the  child,  and  feveral 
of  the  pujlules  filled  with  matter, 
I  examined  them  more  particu- 
larly ;  and  recollefting,  that  Dr. 
liCake,  in  his  Introduftory  Ledure 
to  the  Praftice  of  Midwifery,  had 
obferved,  that  it  might  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  enquire,  whether  thofe 
adults  who  are  faid  totally  to 
efcape  the  fmall  pox  have  not  been 
previoufly  afFeded  with  it  in  the 
womb,  I  fent  a  note  to  Dr.  Leake, 
and  likewife  to  Dr.  Hunter,  in 
hopes  of  afcertaining  a  faft  hi- 
therto much  doubted.  Dr.  Leake 
came  the  fame  evening,  and  faw 
the  child.  Dr.  Hunter  came  af- 
terwards, with  Mr.  Cruickihanks, 
and  examined  it;  alfo  Mr.  John 
Hunter  and  Mr.  Falconer;  who 
all  concurred  with  me,  that  the 
eruption  on  the  child  was  the 
fmall  pox.  Dr.  Hunter  thought 
the  eruption  fo  like  the  fmall  pox 
that  he  could  hardly  doubt;  but 
faid,  that  in  all  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  that  he  had  met  with, 
the  child  tn  utero.  had  efcaped  the 
contagion. 

From  Mr.  Grant's  Notes. 

The  eruption  appeared  on  Mrs. 
Ford  in  the  evening  of  the  8th  of 
December,  and  fhe  wa:  deliverejd 
the  31ft,  that  is,  twenty  three  days 
after  the  appear^ince  of  the  erup- 
tion.. 

^efieaions  by  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
The    fingularity   of  the    aboye 


cafe,  with  all  its  circumllances, 
has  inclined  me  to  confider  it  with 
fome  attention. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
the  mother  had  the  fmall  pox,  and 
that  the  eruption  began  to  appear 
on  the  8th  of  December  :  alfo,  that 
it  went  through  its  regular  llages, 
and  that  on  the  31ft,  njiz.  twenty- 
three  days  after  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  eruption,  the  woman  was 
delivered  of  the  child,  who  is  the 
fubjedt  of  this  paper. 

Secondly,  The  diftance  of  time 
when  (he  had  the  fmall  pox  before 
delivery,  joined  with  the  llage  of 
the  difeafe  in  the  child  when  born, 
which  probably  was  about  the  fixth 
or  feventh  day  of  the  eruption, 
'vi%,  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  days 
after  the  beginning  of  the  eruption 
on  the  mother,  perfedlly  agrees  with 
the  poflibility  of  the  infeftion's  be- 
ing caught  from  the  mother. 

Thirdly,  The  external  appear- 
ance of  the  pujiules  in  the  child 
was  perfeOly  that  of  the  fmall 
pox,  as  muft  have  appeared  from 
the  relation  given  in  Mr.  Wailall's 
letter.  Molt  of  the  pufiuki  were 
diftinft,  but  {ovat  were  blended  or 
united  at  their  bafe.  The  face 
bad  the  greateft  number ;  and 
thefe  were  in  general  the  jnoft  in- 
dilHncl.  They  were  fomewhat 
flattened  with  a  dent  in  the  mid- 
dle ♦, 

So  far  were  the  leading  circum- 
fiances  and  external  appearances 
in  favour  of  their  bei.ig  the  vario- 
lous eruption  ;  but  although  thefe 
leading  eircumflances  and  external 
appearances  were  incont!Overt:ble, 
yet    they    were   not   in    abfoiute 


=*  I  endeavoured  to  fake  fome  matter  upon  the  point  of  two  lancets;  but  not 
having  ?n  oppojtnnity  ot  making  an  experiment  mylelf,  I  gave  them  to  two  gen- 
tlemen, who,  I  imaeinei  weie  tXyAii.  ot  inoculating  with  them, 

f  ropx 
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proof  of  this  being  the  genuine 
fmall  pox;  therefore  I  mult  be 
allowed  to  confider  this  fubj  d  a 
litde  further,  and  fee  how  fa'  all 
the  circumftancfs  correfpond  or 
are  fimilar  to  the  true  Imall  pox. 
In  the  final  I  pox  we  have  a  pre- 
vious f(ver,  in  place  of  which,  in 
the  prelent  cafe,  we  have  no  in 
formation  but  that  of  the  mothej  s 
having  had  the  ihia!l  pox  wuhin 
fach  a  liitiited  time  as  may  fivour 
the  polhbility  of  infection  in  the 
womb;  vet  we  may  prefume. 
that  tne  child  muft  h.ve  had  on- 
fiderable  fever  preceding  fuch  an 
eruption,  of  whatfoever  kind  ic 
was. 

In  the  fmall  pox  the  eruption 
goes  through  pretty  reguj-.r  llages 
in  its  progrefs  and  declenfion, 
which  circumftances  we  know  no- 
thing of  in  the  prefent  cafe;  bu' 
even  this  fever,,  the  eruptions, 
and  their  progrefs,  are  not  abfo- 
lutely  proofs  that  the  diforder  is 
the  fmall  pox  when  it  is  caught  in 
the  common  and  natural  way  : 
and  in  proof  of  this  aflertion  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  pradli- 
tioners  every  now  and  then  are 
millaken. 

It  may  be  afked,  what  is  the 
true  charaifteriftic  of  the  fmall 
pox  ?  that  by  which  it  differs 
from  all  other  eruptions  that  we 
are  acquainted  with  ?  The  molt 
certain  charafler  of  the  fmall  pox, 
that  I  know,  is  the  formation  of  a 
flough,  or  a  part  becoming  dead 
by  the  variolous  inflammation  ; 
a  circumftance  which  hitherto,  I 
believe,  has  not  been  taken  no- 
tice of. 

This  was  very  evident  in  the 
arms  of  thofe  who  were  inoculated 
in  the  old  way,  where  the  wounds 


were  confiderable,  and  were  drefTed 
every  day  ;  which  mode  of  treat- 
m-enr  kept  them  from  fcabbing, 
by  which  means  this  proccfs  was 
eafily  obferved;  but  in  the  pre- 
fent me. hod  of  inoculation  it  is 
hard'y  obfervable :  the  fore  being 
allowed  to  fc;<b,  the  flough  and 
icsb  unite  ani  drop  off  together. 
The  fa.i^e  indiflinftnefs  attends 
ttie  eruptions  on  the  fk:n  ;  and  in 
thofe  patients  who  die  of,  or  die 
while  in,  the  difeafe,  where  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
them  while  the  part  is  dilUndt, 
this  flough  is  very  evident. 

This  Hough  is  the  caufe  of  th« 
pitt  after  all  is  cicatrized;  for  it 
is  a  real  iofs  of  fubrtance  of  the 
furface  of  the  cutis:  and  in  pro- 
portion to  this  ilough  is  the  re- 
maining depreffion. 

The  chicken  pox  comes  the 
neareft  in  external  appearance  tt) 
the  fmall  pox;  but  it  does  not 
commonly  produce  a  flough. 

As  there  is  generally  no  lofs  of 
fubflance  in  this  cafe,  there  caa 
be  no  pitt.  But  it  fometimes 
huppens,  although  but  rarely, 
that  there  is  a  pitt  in  corifequence 
of  a  chicken  pock ;  then  ulcer- 
ation ha^  taken  place  on  the  fur-* 
face  of  the  cutis,  a. common  thing 
in  fores. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  befides  the 
leading  circumHances  mentioned 
in  the  cafe  of  the  mother,  corre- 
fponding  with  the  appearances  on 
the  child,  and  the  external  ap- 
pearances themfclves,  we  have  in 
the  fullelf  fenfe  the  third  and  real 
or  principal  charafter  of  the  fmall 
pox,  'viz.  the  flough  in  every 
pujiule'y  from  all  which,  i  think, 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  child 
had  caught  the  fmall  pox  in  the 

K  +  womb ; 
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womb ;  or  at  lead  a  difeafe,  the 
effefls  of  which  were  fimilar  to  no 
other  known  difeafe. 

In  opening  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  had  either  died  of,  or  died 
while  under,  the  fmall  pox,  I 
always  examined  carefully  to  fee 
whether  any  internal  cavity,  fuch 
as  the  ajophagusy  trachea,  ftomach, 
inteftine»i  pleura,  peritoneum,  &c. 
had  eruptions  upon  them  or  not, 
and  never  finding  any  in  any  of 
thofe  cavities,  I  began  to  fufpeft, 
that  either  the  Ikin  itfelf  was  the 
only  part  of  the  body  fufceptible 
of  fuch  a  Jiimulus;  or  that  the 
Ikin  was  fubjeft  to  fonie  influence 
to  which  the  other  parts  of  the 
body  were  not  fabjedl,  and  which, 
made  it  alone  fufceptible  of  the 
^variolous  Jiimulus.  If  from  the 
firfl:  caufe,  I  then  concluded  it 
muft  be  an  original  principle  in 
(the  animal  oeconomy.  If  from  the 
fecond,  I  then  fufpeded,  that  ex- 
ternal expofure  was  the  caufe  ; 
and  I  was  the  more  led  into  this 
idea,  from  finding  that  thefe 
eruptions  often  attack  the  mouth 
and  throat,  two  expofed  parts ; 
add  to  which,  that  we  generally 
find  the  eruptions  moll  on  the 
expofed  parts  of  the  body,  as  the 
face,  &c. 

With  thefe  ideas  in  my  mind,  I 
thought  I  faw  the  moft  favourable 
opportunity  of  clearing  up  this 
point.  I  therefore  very  attentively 
•  examined  niolt  of  the  internal  ca- 
vities of  t}iis  child ;  fuch  as  the 
feriton  urn,  pleurtf,  trachea,  infide 
of  the  eefophagui,  ftomach,  in- 
teftines,  &c.  but  ohferved  nothing 
uncommon.  1  have  already  ob- 
-  ferved,  that  in  this  child  the  face 
and  extremities  were  the  fulleft, 
fimilar  to  what  happens  in  corn- 
icon  i^   from  all  which  1  may  be 


allowed  to  draw  this  conclufion, 
that  the  fltin  is  the  principal  part 
which  is  fufceptible  of  the  vario- 
lous Jiimulus,  and  is  not  aifefled 
by  any  external  influence  what- 
ever. 

The  communication  of  the 
fmall  pox  to  the  child  in  the 
womb  may  be  fuppofed  to  happen 
in  two  ways  ;  one  by  infedion 
from  the  mother,  as  is  fuppofed 
in  the  above  cafe  ;  the  other  by 
the  mother's  having  abforbed  the 
fmall  pox  matter  from  fome  other 
perfon,  and  the  matter  being  car- 
ried to  the  child  from  the  con- 
neftion  between  the  two,  which 
we  may  fuppofe  done  with  or 
without  firll  affedling  the  mother. 

Tellimonies  and  opinions  are 
various  with  refped.  to  thefe  two 
fads.  Boerhaave  feems  to  have 
been  led  by  his  experience  to 
think  that  fuch  infediort  was  not 
communicable  :  for  we  find  that 
he  attended  a  lady,  who  having, 
in  the  fixth  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy, had  the  confluent  fmall 
pox,  brought  forth  at  the  regular 
period  a  child,  who  fliewed  not 
the  leaft  veiiige  of  his  mother's 
difeafe. 

His  commentator,  however.  Van 
Swieten,  fupports  a  difterent  opi- 
nion (fee  his  comment,  vol.  v.). 
He  quotes  a  cafe  from  the  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfadions,/ vol.  xxviii. 
N^  337.  p.  165,  of  a  woman,  who, 
having  juft  gone  through  a  mild 
fort  of  fmail  pox,  was,  by  means 
of  a  Ibong  dcfe  of  purging  phyfic, 
thrown  into  a  mifcarriage,  and 
brought  forth  a  dead  female  child, 
whofe  whole  body  was  covered 
with  variolous  pujiules  full  of  ripe 
matter ;  but  this  hiitory  is  founded 
only  on  the  relation  of  a  midwife 
to  a  clergyman,,  and  therefore  not 
abfolutely 
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abfolutely  to  be  depended  upon  as 
accurately  ftaced  :  however,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  thac  there 
was  a  cafe  as  defcribed ;  and  that 
there  were  really  eruptions  on  the 
fkin  of  the  child  fimilar  to  the 
fmall  pox. 

Van  Swieten  likewlfe  mentions 
what  Mauriceau  relates  of  him- 
felf.  This  author  teftifies,  that 
he  had  often  heard  his  father  and 
mother  fay,  that  the  latter,  when 
big  with  him,  and  very  near  her 
time  of  delivery,  had  a  painful 
attendance  on  one  of  her  children, 
who  died  of  the  fmall  pox  on  the 
feventh  day  of  the  eruption  ;  and 
that  on  the  day  following  the  death 
of  this  child,  Mauriceau  came  into 
the  world,  bringing  with  him  five 
or  iix  true  puj?ules  of  the  fmall 
pox. 

It  does  not  appear,  however, 
from  this  recital,  whether  or  not 
Mauriceau  pafled  through  life  free 
from  any  poflerior  infeftion  ;  but 
admitting  that  this  eruption  of 
Mauriceau's  was  truly  the  fmall 
pox,  yet  I  ftiould  very  much  doubt 
his  having  caught  it  from  the  child 
who  died  of  it:  as  it  fhould  fern 
that  the  pujiules  of  Mauriceau  were 
of  the  fame  date  with  thofe  of  the 
child  who  died.  Van  Swieten 
^appeals  to  a  more,  recent  cafe, 
which  had  been  reported-  to  him 
by  perfons  of  great  credit,  and  is 
recorded  in  the  Phil.  Tranf.  vol. 
xlvi.  p.  235. 

•'  A  woman,  big  with  child, 
*'  having  herfelf  Icng  ago  had  the 
*'  fmall  pox,  very  afliduoully 
*'  nuifed  a  maid  fervant  during 
*'  the  whole  procefs  of  this  dif- 
*•  eafe.  At  the  proper  time  (he 
*'  brought  forth  a  healthy  female 
*?  child,  in  whofe  flfin  Dr,  Wat- 
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*'  fon  afferted,  that  he  difcovered 
'•  evident  marks  of  the  fmall  pox, 
*'  which  (he  muft  have  gone 
•*  through  in  the  womb;  and  the 
*'  fame  phyfician  pronounced, 
"  that  this  child  would  be  free 
"  from  future  infes^tion.  After 
"  four  years  her  brother  was  ino- 
**  culated  ;  and  Dr.  Watfon  ob- 
'*  tained  permiffion  of  the  parents 
•'  to  try  the  fame  experiment  oa 
'•  the  girl.  The  operation  was 
'•  performed  on  both  children  in 
*'  the  fame  manner ;  and  the  pus 
"  ufed  in  both  cafeS  was  taken 
"  from  the  fame  patier>t.  The 
"  event,  however,  was  di(Ferent  ; 
•'  for  the  boy  had  the,  regular 
*•  eruption,  and  got-  well  ;  but 
"  the  girl's  arm  did  not  inflame 
"  nor  fuppurate.  On  the  tenth 
"  day  from  the  jnfertion  of  the 
"  matter,  (he  turned  pale  fud- 
"  denly,  was  languid  for  two 
"  days,  and  afterwards  was  very 
•'  well.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
**  the  incilion  there  appeared  a 
♦'  pujiule  like  thofe  fujlules  that 
*•  we  ibmetimes  obferve  in  perfons 
"  who,  having  had  the  difeafe, 
"  attend  patienis  ill  of  the  imall 
"  pox." 

Jn  the  epifiles  of  T.  Bartholinus, 
cent.  ii.  p.  C82,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing hiltory.  "  A  poor  woman, 
'*  aged  thirty-eight  years,  preg- 
"  nant,  and  now  near  the  time  of 
'*  delivery,  was  feized  with  the 
"  (ymptoms  of  the  fmall  pox,  and 
"  had  a  very  numerous  eruption. 
••  Jn  this  itaie  Ihe  was  delivered 
*'  of  a  child,  as  full  of  -variolous 
*'  pvjiuhs  as  herfelf.  The  child 
'•  died  foon  after  birth  ;  the  mo- 
"  ther  three  days  afterwards." 
Van  Swieten  infers,  that  the  mo- 
ther and    ^he  child   were  in   this 

cafe 
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cafe  jnfefled  at  the  fame  time; 
therefore,  the  child  not  infetfied 
by  the  mo:her. , 

Dr.  Mead  afferts,  that  whea  a 
woman  in  the  fmall  pox  fufters  an 
abortion,  the  fcxtus  is  generally 
full  of  the  contagion  ;  but  that 
'this  does  not  happen  always. 
This  variety,  he  fays,  depends  on 
the  ftate  of  the  mother's  puftules 
when  the  child  is  born  ;  that  is, 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  in  a 
liate  of  purulence.  Whence  he 
has  obferved  it  fometimes  to  hap- 
pen, that  on  the  fecond  day  from 
the  birth,  or  the  third,  or  any 
day  before  the  eighth,  the  difeafe 
caught  from  the  mother  (hews  it- 
felf  in  eruptions  on  the  child. 

Yyr.  Mead  here  relates  the 
hirtory  of  a  lady  of  quality,  of 
which  this  is  the  fubftance.  A 
lady,  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  had  the  confluent 
fmall  pox,  and  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  difeafe  brought  forth  a 
fon,  having  no  figns  of  the  difeafe 
on  his  body  ;  and  (he  died  on  the 
fourteenth  day.  The  infant  hav- 
ing lived  four  days,  was  feized 
with  convulfions,  and,  the  fmall 
pox  appearing,  died.  The  dodlor 
infers  from  hence,  that  the  fuppu- 
xation  being  in  fome  meafure 
fompleated  on  the  eleventh, day, 
the  mother's  difeafe  was  commu- 
nicated then  to  the  fcetus,  and 
jnade  its  appearance  on  the  child 
after  eight  days. 

If  there  be  no  abortion.  Dr. 
Mead  pronounces,  that  the  child 
will  ever  be  free  from  the  difeafe, 
unlefs  the  birth  fhould  happen  be- 
fore the  matijration  of  the  pufiule^. 
He  brings  a  cafe  to  prove,  that 
the  fatui  in  the  womb  may  be 
jnfedled  by  the  contagion  of  which 
the  mother  does  not  partake.    "  A 


"  woman,  who  had  long  before 
*'  fufFercd  the  fmall  pox,  nurfed 
"  her  hulband,  under  that  dif- 
"  eafe,  towards  the  end  of  her 
•'  pregnancy;  and  was  brought 
"  to  bed  at  the  due  time.  The 
''  child  was  dead,  and  covered 
**  all  over  with  'variolous  pujlules.^* 

With  refpeft  to  the  cafe  quoted 
from  Mauriceau,  it  has  been  prov- 
ed by  Sir  George  Baker  (Med, 
Tranfad,  vol.  ii.  p.  275.)  that 
Dr.  Mead  drew  a  conclufion  from 
it  diredlly  contrary  to  the  author's 
meaning.  The  negative  opinion 
appears  evidently  to  be  fupported 
by  that  hiftory. 

Sir  George  Baker  mentions  in 
the  fame  paper  the  cafe  of  two 
pregnant  women  who  were  ino- 
culated at  Hertford.  They  both 
had  the  fmall  pox  favourably,  and 
afterwards  brought  forth  their 
children  perfeftly  healthy  at  the 
ufual  time.  Both  thefe  children, 
at  the  age  of  three  years,  were 
inoculated  with  efteft. 

Sir  George  Baker  likewife  men- 
tions  a  cafe  which  fell  under  the 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Clarke  of  Ep- 
fom.  "  A  woman  towards  the 
**  end  of  her  pregnancy  had  the 
*'  fmall  pox,  from  which  fhe  nar- 
•'  rovvly  efcaped.  Five  weeks 
"  after  the  crifis  fhe  was  delivered 
'f  of  an  healthy  female  child,  who 
"  having  numerous  marks  on  her 
"  (kin,  was  judged  by  all  who 
**  faw  her  to  have  undergone  the 
"  famediftemper  before  her  birth. 
*•  However,  at  the  end  of  twelve 
••  months  flie  had  the  fmall  pox 
**  in  a  very  fevere  manner.  Both 
"  the  tijother  and  child  were  late- 
"  ly  living  at  Epfom." 

Since  then  we  fee  that  it  is 
very  probable,  that  the  fmall  pox 
may  |3e  caught   from  (he  mother 

when 
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when  ihe  is  infetled,  it  may  be 
afked,  why  does  not  this  happen 
oftener  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  we 
may  fuppofe,  that  this  is  not  fo 
ready  a  way  as  when  the  child  is 
expofed  to  catch  it  after  the  birth, 
as  we  find  too  that  a  difFerence 
can  be  produced  after  birth  ;  'viz. 
inoculation  is  a  much  readier  way 
of  catching  it  than  what  is  called 
the  natural  way.  Tt  may  likcNvife 
be  faid,  that  many  women  who 
are  with  child,  and  have  the  Tm  11 
pox  during  pregnancy,  do  not 
recover;  iheiefore  both  mother 
and  child  die  before  the  dil'eafe 
can  have  time  to  produce  erup- 
tions upon  the  child.  Finally,  in 
many  of  thofe  cafes,  where  the 
mother  recovers,  there  is  fome- 
times  produced  a  mifcarriage, 
which  alfo  hinders  the  infedion 
from  taking  place  in  the  child. 
However,  many  women  go  through 
the  whole  difeafe,  and  the  child 
fliews  no  marks  of  the  fmall  pox. 

Thus  have  I  ftated  fads  relative 
to  the  prefent  fuhjeft,  with  fomc 
of  the  bert  authorities  on  both 
fides  of  the  queltion  ;  and  fhall 
now  leave  the  reader  to  form  his 
own  judgment. 


Dr.  Guthrie'/  Account  of  the  Ruf- 
Jian  Manner  of  treating  Perfons 
affeiled  by  the  Fumes  of  burning 
Charcoal,  and  other  Efiwvia  of 
thefarne  Nature.     From  the  fame. 

St.  Peteriburg,  Oa.  12,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  SHALL  endeavour  to  recol- 
left,  according  to  your  defire, 
the  particulars  of  that  part  of  my 
fpraier  letter  which  related  to  the 
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mode  of  recovering  people  in 
Ruffia,  who  are  apparently  de- 
prived of  life  by  the  principle 
emitted  from  burning  charcoal,  or 
by  the  incruftation  formed  upon 
the  infides  of  the  boors  huts  when 
it  thaws. 

People  of  condition  In  this 
country  have  double  windows  to 
their  houfes  in  winter;  but  the 
commoner  fort  have  only  fingle 
ones,  which  is  the  reafon  that, 
during  a  fevere  frofl,  there  is  aa 
incrultaticn  formed  upon  the  in- 
fides of  the  glafs  windows.  This 
feems  to  be  compofcd  of  con- 
denfed  breath,  perfpiration,  &c. 
as  a  number  of  people  live  and 
fleep  in  the  fame  fmall  room, 
efpecially  in  great  cities.  This 
exdrementitious  crult  is  farther  im- 
pregnated with  the  phlogifton  of 
candles,  and  of  the  oven  with  which 
the  chamber  is  heated. 

When  a  thaw  fucceeds  a  hard 
frotl  of  long  duration,  and  this 
plate  of  ice  is  converted  into  wa- 
ter, there  is  a  principle  fet  loofe, 
which  produces  all  the  terrible 
effefts  upon  the  human  body 
which  the  principle  emitted  from 
charcoal  is  \o  well  known  to  do  in 
this  country,  where  people  every 
day  fufFer  from  it.  However,  the 
Ruflians  conllantly  lay  the  blame 
upon  the  oven,  when  they  are 
affefted  by  the  thawing  of  the 
cruli,  as  the  effefts  are  perfeftly 
limilar,  and  they  cannot  bring 
themfelves  to  believe,  that  the 
diifolving  of  fo  fmall  a  portion  of 
ice  can  be  attended  with  any  bad 
cor.fccjuence,  when  they  daily  melt 
larger  mafles  without  danger:  yet 
the  oven  does  not  at  all  account 
for  the  complaints  brought  on  ac 
this  period ;  for,  upon  examin- 
ation,   they    generally    find    every 

thin^ 
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thing  rig^t  there,  and  ftill  rhe 
«£ar,  or  hurtful  vapour,  remain- 
ir.g  in  the  room. 

As  the  cftefls  of  both  are  fimi- 
iar,  as  I  have  laid  above,  and* 
likewife  the  mode  of  recovery,  I 
fhall  only  give  you  an  account  of 
the  operation  of  the  principle  emit- 
ted by  burning  charcoal,  and  of 
the  method  of  bringing  thofe  peo- 
ple to  life  who  have  been  /uffocated 
by  it  (as  I  think  it  is  erroneoufly 
termed)  ;  this  will"  fuperfede  the 
neceflity  of  giving,  the  hillory  of 
both,  or  rather  it  will  be  giving 
both  at  the  fame  time. 

Kunian  houfes  are  heated  by  the 
weans  of  ovens;  and  the  manner 
of  heating  them  is  as  follows.  A 
number  of  billets  of  wood  are 
placed  in  the  peech  or  Hove,  and 
allowed  to  burn  till  they  fall  in  a 
mafs  of  bright  red  cinders  ;  then 
the  vent  above  is  fhut  up,  and 
likewife  the  door  of  the  peech 
which  opens  into  the  room,  in  or- 
der to  concentrate  the  heat;  this 
makes  the  tiles  of  which  the  peech 
is  compofed  as  hot  as  you  defire, 
and  fufficiently  warms  the  apart- 
ment; but  fometimes  a  fervant  is 
fo  negligent  as  to  fhut  up  the  peech 
or  ovrn  before  the  wood  is  fuffi- 
ciently burnt,  for  the  red  cinders 
fhould  be  turned  over  from  time  to 
time  to  fee  that  no  bit  of  wood  re- 
mains of  a  blackilh  colour,  but 
that  the  whole  mafs  is  of  a  uniform 
glare  (as  if  almoil  tranfparent)  be- 
Jore  the  openings  are  (hut,  elie  the 
p^ar  or  Vapour  is  fure  to  fucceed  to 
luiinianagement  of  this  fort,  and 
its  effefts  arc  as  follows. 

Jf  a  perfon  lays  himfelf  down 
to  fleep  in  the  room  expofcd  to 
the  influence  of  this  vapour,  he 
falls  into  fo  found  a  fleep  that  it 
is  di«l!cult  to  awake  him,  b^c  lip 


feels  (or  is  fenfible  of)  nothing. 
There  is  no  fpafm  excited  in  the 
trachea  arteria  or  lungs  to  roufe 
him,  nor  does  the  breathing,  by 
all  accounts,  feem  to  be  particu- 
larly affeded  :  in  Ihoit,  there  is  no 
one  fymptom  of  fuffocation  ;  but 
towards  the  end  of  the  catailrophe» 
a  fort  of  groaning  is  heard  by  peo- 
ple in  the  next  room,  which  brings 
them  fometimes  to  the  relief  of  the 
f.ufferer.  If  a  perfon  only  fits  in 
the  room,  without  intention  to 
fleep,  he  is,  after  fome  time,  feiz- 
ed  with  a  drowzinefs  and  inclina- 
tion to  vomit.  However,  this 
lali  fymptom  feldom  affeds  a  Ruf- 
fian, it  is-  chiefly  foreigners  who 
are  a^vaked  to  their  dangers  by  a 
nau/ea;  but  the  natives,  in  com- 
mon with  ftrangers,  perceive  a  dull 
pain  in  their  heads,  and  if  they  do 
not  remove  direftly,  which  they 
are  often  too  fleepy  to  do,  are  foon 
deprived  of  their  fenfes  and  power 
of  motion,  infomuch,  that  if  no 
perfon  fortunately  difcovers  them 
within  an  hour  after  this  worft 
ftage,  they  are  irrecoverably  loft ; 
for  the  Ruffians  fay,  that  they  do 
not  fucceed  in  reftoring  to  life 
thofe  who  have  Iain  more  than  an 
hour  in  a  ftate  of  ii^enfibility. 

The  recovery  is  always  attempt- 
ed, and  often  efFecled,  in  this  man- 
ner. They  carry  the  patient  im- 
mediately out  of  doors,  and  lay 
him  upon  the  fnow,  with  nothing 
on  him  but  a  fliirt  and  linen  draw- 
ers. His  llomach  and  temples 
are  then  well  rubbed  with  fnOw, 
and  cold  water,  or  milk  is  poured 
down  his  throat.  This  fridion  is 
continued  with  frefli  fnow  until 
the  livid  hue,  which  the  body  had 
when  brought  out,  is  changed  to 
Its  natural  colour,  and  life  renew- 
ed ;    thpn    they  cure   the   violent 

hqad* 
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head-ach  which -remains  by  bind- 
ing on  the  forehead  a  cataplafm 
of  black  rye  bread,  and  vinegar. 

In  this  manner  the  unfortunate 
man  is  perfeftly  reflored,  without 
blowing  up  the  lungs,  as  is  necef- 
fary  in  the  cafe  of  drowned  per- 
fons ;  on  the  contrary,  they  begin 
to  play  of  themfelves  fo  foon  as  the 
furcharge  of  phlogillon  makes  its 
efcape  from  the  body. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  obfervjrtion, 
how  diametrically  oppofite  the 
modes  are  of  reftoring  to  life,  thofe 
who  are  deprived  of  it  by  water, 
and  thofe  who  have  loft  it  by  the 
fumes  of  charcoal :  the  one  confift- 
ing  in  the  internal  and  external 
application  of  heat,  and  the  other 
in  that  of  cold.  It  may  be  al- 
ledged,  that  the  ftimulus  of  the 
cold  produces  heat,  and  the  fadl 
feems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Ruf- 
fian method  of  reftoring  circulation 
in  a  frozen  limb  by  means  of  fric- 
tion with  fnow.  But  what  is  Angu- 
lar in  the  cafe  of  people  apparently 
deprived  of  life  in  the  manner 
treated  of  is,  that  the  body  is  much 
warmer  when  brought  out  of  the 
room  than  at  the  inftant  life  is 
reftored,  and  that  they  awake  cold 
and  (hivering.  The  colour  of  the 
body  is  alfo  changed  from  a  livid 
red  to  its  natural  complexion, 
which,  together  with  fome  other 
circumftances,  would  almoft  k*ad 
one  to  fufpeft,  that  they  are  re- 
ftored to  life  by  the  fnow  and  cold 
water  fomehow  or  other  freeing 
them  from  the  load  of  phlogifton 
with  which  the  fyftem  feems  to  be 
replete;  for  although  the  firft  ap- 
plication of  cold  water  to  the  hu- 
man body  produces  heat,  yet,  if 
often  repeated  in  a  very  cold  at- 
mofphere,  it  then  cools  inftead  of 
continuing  to  heat,  juft  as  the  cold 


bath  does  when  a  perfpn  remains 
too  long  in  it. 

In  ftiort,  I  think  it  is  altogether 
a  curious  fubjedt,  whether  you  take 
into  confjderation  the  mode  of  ac- 
tion of  the  principle  emitted  by 
burning  charcoal,  and  our  phlo- 
gifticaced  cruft;  or  the  operatioa 
of  the  fnow  and  cold  water.  How- 
ever, I  ihall  by  no  mearis  take 
upon  me  to  decide,  whether  the 
dangerous  fymptoms  related  above 
are  produced  by  the  air  in  the 
room  being  fo  faturated  with  phlo- 
gifton as  to  be  unable  to  take  up 
the  proper  quantity  from  the  lungs, 
which  occafions  a  furcharge  in  the 
fyftem,  according  to  your  theory, 
or  whether  fo  fubtle  a  fluid  may 
fomehow  find  its  way  into  the 
circulation,  and  thereby  arreft  the 
vital  powers ;  nor  ftiall  I  deter- 
mine whether  the  livid  hoe  of  the  ' 
body  when  brought  out  is  changed 
into  a  paler  colour  by  the  atmo- 
fphere  fomehow  or  other  abforbing 
and  freeing  the  blood  from  the 
colouring  principle,  as  you  have 
fhewn  to  be  the  cafe  with  blood 
out  of  the  body  :  thefe  are  curious 
inquiries  that  I  ftiall  leave  to  your 
inveftigation.  I  have  only  endea- 
voured to  colled;  fafts  from  a  num- 
ber of  natives  who  have  met  with 
this  accident  themfelves,  or  nave 
afiifted  in  reftoring  others  to  life. 
It  is  fo  common  a  cafe  here  that  it 
is  perfedly  familiar  to  them,  and 
they  never  call  in  medical  aflift- 
ance. 

I  am,  &c. 


From  Dr.  Duncan'^  Medical  Cvm- 
mentarie;,   17  So. 

THE  following  direflions  for 
preventing  fatal  efft-ils  from 
drinking 


142        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


drinking  large  quantities  of  fpi- 
rits,  have  been  printed  and  dillri- 
buted  at  Liverpool.  They  were 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Houlfton  of  that 
place,  in  confequence  of  fome  me- 
lancholy accidents  happening  from 
this  caufe,  where  proper  afliilance 
was  not  fought  for.  ?is  fuch  ac- 
cidents are  but  too  common,  it  is 
of  importance  that  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  praftice  in  thofe  cafes  (hould 
be  generally  known. 

Many  perfons  are  deftroyed  fud- 


cuate  the  poifon  ;  or  eUe,  adiy,  /* 
(^i/ute  it,  and  thereby  weaken  its 
aflion.  With  a  view  to  the  firft, 
irtji  vomits  may  be  given  ;  but, 
from  the  want  of  irritability  of  the 
Itomach,  tf;e/e  often  will  not  ad:, 
unlefs  given  early,  when  they  are 
of  great  fervice  in  cafes  of  intoxi- 
cation. A  dock-porter,  who  died 
in  the  Liverpool  Infirmary  from 
this  caufe,  Feb.  28,  1780,  got 
down  over  night,  nearly  12  grains 
of  emetic   tartar,  diflblved,    yet   it 


denly  hy  drinking  large  quaxiities  of  produced  little  or  no  efFe£l,  though 

Spirits.     Their  firft  effects  are  y?/-  he  lived  till  the  next  day.     Purges 

mulanti  they    quicken   the  circu-  are  alfo  proper,  but  liable,  though 

lation,  and  occafion  much    blood  in  a  lefs  degree,  to  the  fame  ob- 

10  be  thrown  upon  the  head.  They  jeftions.  Sharp  ^/jy/^rj  may  be  ad- 

afterwards    prove  fedatlve ;    they  miniliercd  and  will  produce  fome 

bring  on    ftupor;  Jofs   of  reafon,  evacuation,     but    their    operation 

total ;  of  motion  and  fenfation,  al-  does  not  extend  far  enough.  Large 

moft  total.     Their  effefts  may  be  glyjierst  of  water  only,  or   of  wa- 

partly  owing  to  their  entering,   in  ter  in  which  purging  falts  are  dif- 


foine  degree,  into  the  circulation, 
but  depend  chiefly,  when  violent, 
en  their  aftion  on  the  nerves  of 
the  ftomach.  In  confequence,  the 
brain  is  afFeded,  and  the  nervous 
influence  fufpended  if  not  deftroy- 
cd.  All  the  parts  of  the  body 
therefore  partake  of  this  infenfibi- 
lity.  h%  the  fkin  in  fome  cafes 
may  be  burnt  even  without  feel- 
ing, fo  the  ftomach  and  inteilines 
may  be  ftimulated  confiderably 
without  any  efFeft.  The  motion 
of  the  heart  and  lungs  is  much  en- 
feebled and  interrupted,  but  con- 
tinues irregularly  till  death  en- 
fues. 

To  refcue  the  perfon  from  fo 
dangerous  a  ftate  is  extremely  dif- 
ficult. To  counteract  ihele  efieds 
by  medicine  is  lefs  likely,  both  as 
the  power  of  fwallowing  is  loft, 
and  as,  probably,  little  or  no  ab- 
forption  then  takes  place.  But 
we  ought  to  endeavour,  ift,  toe-va' 


folved,  throwii  up  with  feme  force 
by  a  fyringe,  might  be  of  more 
fervice. 

Oil  has  been  advifed  to  be  giv- 
en, to  help  to  evacuate  the  fpirit, 

or  to  weaken   its    adlion. But 

when  the  inaftivity  of  the  ftomach 
is  become  fo  great  and  the  danger 
fb  prefling,  there  feems  more  rea- 
fon to  expedl  fuccefs,  from  largely 
diluting  that  poifon,  which  we  in 
vain  attempt  to  evacuate.  When 
intoxication  has  been  produced  by 
drinking  ftrong  liquors,  large  quan- 
tities of  water,  or  weak  liquids, 
drank  are  found  to  leffen  it  very 
confiderably.  And  though  the 
power  of  fwallowing  be  loft,  yet 
by  means  of  a  pipe  (as  a  catheter) 
pafled  beyond  the  glottis,  or  even 
down  into  the  ftomach,  'water 
might  be  poured  in,  in  fuch  quan- 
tity as  was  judged  fuflicient  to  di- 
lute and  carry  off  the  liquor  in  the 
ftomach.     To  the  water  might  be 

added* 
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added,  with  advantage  probably, 
vinegar,  or  any  kind  of  acid :  or 
purgati'ves  might  be  difTolved  in  it, 
to  facilitate  the  poifon's  paffing  oiF 
by  the  inteflines.  A  pipe  of  this 
kind  too  would  afford  the  beft  me- 
thod (;f  introducing  fubltances  into 
the  Itomach  to  promote  vomiting. 

Putting  the  body  into  a  "warm 
hath,  or  the  legs  and  feet  in  warm 
water,  will  be  of  ufe,  by  lefl'en- 
ing  the  quantity  of  blood  accumu- 
lated in  the  head  and  in  the  larger 
vefTels:  and  fome  of  the  water  may 
perhaps  be  abforbed.  With  a  view 
to  relieve  the  opprefilon,  bleeding, 
and  opening  the  temporal  artery  are 
advifeuble.  If  the  puhe  is  found 
to  become  freer  and  fuller  on  lofing 
fome  blood,  more  may  be  taken 
away.  Blifters  may  aUb  be  applied 
with  advantage. 

The  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
and  the  evident  diiticulty  with 
which  the  circulation  is  kept  up, 
point  out  the  propriety  of  affifting 
it  by  ixjarmth  and  friSiion  applied 
to  the  Ikin  (as  in  recovering 
drowned  perfons.)  Motion,  to  pre- 
vent lleep,  may.  probably  be  fer- 
viceable  in  fuch  cafes.  Great  care 
fhould  be  taken  to  ioofen  the  neck- 
band, garters,  and  every  kind  of 
bandage,  and  that  the  body  (hould 
lie  in  a  natural,  eafy,  pofture;  on 
the  fide  is  perhaps  better  than  on 
the  belly,  though  that  has  bcea 
recommended,  that  the  flomach 
might  the  eafier  difcharge  its  con- 
tents. The  breathing  fliould  not 
be  obfi:ru(5led  nor  the  neck  lie  low, 
or  in  a  bent  pofition. 


Hints  for  the  General  Improvement  of 
Comm  ns,  recommended  to  the  Con- 
Jiaeration  of  every  Perjon  concerned 


in  them,  hy  the  Author  of  *'  Hint* 
to  Gentlemen  of  Landed  Property^** 

MONG  the  number  of  re- 
fources  which  this  country  is 
fuppofed  to  have  in  Itore,  none  is 
perhaps  pregnant  with  more  bene- 
fit to  the  Hate,  and  to  individuals, 
than  our  commons,  or  vvafte  land. 
Every  man  who  has  turned  his 
thoughts  this  way,  perceives  the 
lofs  fullained  in  the  negledl  of  io 
ftriking  an  objedt  j  but  the  bright- 
eft  jewel  cannot  give  lul^re,  till  it 
be  poliflied  ;  nor  can  thefe  rude 
tradls  of  land  yield  their  due  profit 
to  fociety,  till  they  are  cultivated. 
Some  perfons,  from  mere  indolence 
and  inattention,  fome  through  ti- 
midity, and  others,  perhaps,  from 
a  commendable  perfuafion  that  the 
inclofing  of  them  would  tend  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  pooreft  clafs 
of  mankind,  continue  to  overlook 
the  advantage  tliey  might  acquire 
from  them  ;  and  thus  fociety  lofes 
the  advantages  it  ought  to -derive 
from  this  fruitful  fource.  With 
refpedl  to  the  latter  objcilion,  it 
is  indeed  more  than  fpecious  ; 
there  is,  it  muft  be  allowed,  fome- 
thins^  invidious  in  the  very  idea  of 
wrefling  from  the  poor,  the  only 
inheritance  they  have  ;  in  which 
too  they  have  that  belt  of  title — 
Long  Poffeffion.  Therefore,  from 
equal  motives  of  humanity,  and 
found  policy,  their  property  and 
interelt  in  commons  ought  to  re- 
main inviolate;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  they  hold  it  by  a  tenure  that 
does  not  admit  of  alienation.— Let 
commons  then  remain  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftate,  as  to  owners  and  pof- 
feflbrs,  but  let  the  fenfe  of  this 
counti'y  be  fhewn,  in  adopting 
fome  method  for  their  improve- 
ment 


144        ANNUAL     R  E  G  I  S  T  E  R,    1780; 


ment,  which  will  be  of  infinite  ad- 
vantage to  the  natipn  at  large. 

To  promote  fo  laudable  a  project 
then,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  a 
bill  in  parliament  might  be  pro- 
cured, not  for  the  inclofing,  but, 
for  the  imprcuement  and  better  regu- 
lation of  all  the  commons  in  England; 
which  is  the  more  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  the  land- 
ed intereft,  left  the  neceffity  of  the 
times  Ihonld  hereafter  happen  to 
juftify  government,  in  llriving  to 
grafp  at  an  influence  over  this  pb- 
jedl,  in  a  manner  which  may  be 
Jefs  palatable,    and   yet  not  more 

beneficial  to  the  public. This 

bill  fhould  be  fo  framed,  as  to  en- 
force fomething  lik6  the  following 
praftice  : — The  overfeers  of  the 
poor,  or  rather  fome  able  furveyor 
or  furveyors,  to  be  employed  for 
that  purpofe,  Ihould  tirft  exartly 
afcertain,  in  every  parifh,  where 
there -is  any  confiderable  traft  of 
common,  what  ftock  that  common 
will  fairly  fupport. — This  done,  if 
the  proportion  of  common  be  large 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  in- 
habitants, let  every  houfe,  from  the 
largeft  manfion  to  the  meaneft  cot- 
tage that  is  inhabited,  have  an 
equal  right  of  keeping  one  cow,  or 
fix  Iheep,  or  any  other  proper  (lock 
in  the  like  proportion. — After  this 
allotment,  let  every  eftate  have  a 
right  to  ftock  the  furplufage  in 
proportion  to  what  it  pays  to  the 
poor  rates.  Let  every  cottager, 
and  every  proprietor  of  an  eitate, 
have  a  right  to  ftock  his  propor- 
tion, or  to  let  it  to  any  other  perfon 
at  his  option  ;  but  let  no  perlon 
prefume  to  overftock,  under  fuch 
penalty  as  the  wifdom  of  the  legi- 
flature  ftiall  think  proper  to  inflift. 
Let  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  have 


a  power  to  oblige  every  perfon  in- 
terefted  in  the  common,  to  labour 
hlmfelf,  or  to  fend  a  labourer  iii 
his  ftead,  four  days  in  the  year^ 
or  elfe  pay  fix  fliillings  in  money 
for  every  cow,  or  proportional  ftock 
he  has  a  right  to  keep ;  provided 
he  be  not  called  upon  in  time  of 
corn  or  hay  harveft,  or  feed  fea- 
fons.  Let  the  money  given  in  lieu 
of  labour,  and  the  perfonal  labour 
of  others,  be  employed,  under  pro- 
per direftion,  in  extirpating  brakes, 
bufhes,  furze,  fern,  and  other 
rubbifti,  in  draining  wet  parts, 
levelling  and  filling  up  brokea 
ground  and  rutts,  in  making  baulks 
to  confine  the  roads  to  narrower 
compafs,  in  ereding  flood-gates, 
and  flops,  and  making  trenches, 
for  the  purpofe  of  watering  and 
flooding  fuch  parts  as  admit  of  that 
moft  valuable  of  all  improvements; 
in  ftiort,  in  doing  every  thing  to 
the  common,  which  a  good  huf- 
bandman  would  do  to  his  farm,  or 
a  gentleman  to  his  park. 

Where  the  commons  are  fo  fmall 
as  not  to  admit  of  a  cow,  or  the 
like  proportion  of  ftock,  to  every 
houfe,  then  let  the  overfeers  of  the 
poor  have  a-  power  to  let  them  to 
any  proper  tenant;  and,  after  de- 
ducing out  of  the  rent  what  may 
be  neceflary  towards  their  yearly 
improvement,  diftribute  the  re- 
mainder, among  fuch  induftrious 
pariftiioners  as  have  nothing  to 
trull  to  but  their  labour,  and  who 
are  not  relie'ved  by  the  poor  rates. 

Much  improvement  may  un- 
doubtedly be  made  upon  this  plan. 
—  But  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  no 
perfon,  unlefs  he  be  blinded  by  pre- 
judice, can  make  any  objedion  to 
a  fcheme,  which  appears  to  be 
productive  of  fo  much  advantage  ; 

for 
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foi-  the  good  efFefl  bf  fuch  an  aft 
muft  be  obvious  to  every  common 
underflanding.  •  A  great  many 
commons,  under  this  regulation, 
will  be  as  beneficial  to  fociety  as 
though  they  were  inclofed  : — they 
will,  in  the  firft  place,  fupport 
nearly  double  the  ftock  they  now 
do,  to  fay  nothing  about  mending 
the  breed,  which,  by  the  way, 
will  be  no  inconfiderable  objeft ; 
the  rot  in  (heep,  and  many  other 
difcrders  in  cattle,  will  be  greatly 
diminifhed,  as  they  have  frequent- 
ly their  rife  from  unfound  com- 
mons : — the.  face  of  the  country 
will  be  very  much  improved  ;  for 
many  cpmmons,  now  ofFenfive  to 
.the  eye,  and  comfortlefs  to  the 
foot,  will  be  as  pleafant,  as  fmooth, 
and  firm  as  a  fine  lawn  or  park. 
— The  cottagers  can  advance  no 
juil  plea  againll  this  projeS ;  for 
where  commons  are  large  they 
will   ^Ixave    their   full  proportion. 


and  where  they  are  fmall,  they 
will  have  the  whole.  Owners  of 
eftates  cannot  objeft  to  it,  becaufe 
they  will,  in  the  former  cafe,  have 
their  jgft  proportion  fecured  to 
them  ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  little 
they  give  up  will  be  fo  ftrong  aa 
incentive  to  induflry,  that  it  will 
operate  ultimately,  though  not  im- 
mediately, in  their  favour. 

Thefe  particulars  are  fuggefled 
from  mere  motives  of  public  fpirk, 
and  are  addrefled  to  every  man  of 
landed  property,  from  a  full  per- 
fuaficn,  that  fuch  a  fcbeme  will 
greatly  tend  to  private  emolument, 
and  be  of  more  national  advantage 
than  mankind  are  in  general  av,'are 
of.  If  it  be  thought  too  crude  or 
futile,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it 
will  at  kaft  lead  feme  abler  pt'rfoa 
to  ofi^er  a  plan  better  digefled,  and 
of  more  importance  lu  its  opera- 
tion. 
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Of  the  ancient  Englifli  Stage.  From 
Supplemental  Obfervations  to  S tee- 
vens'j  Edition  of  Shakfpeare,  by 
Mr.  Malone. 

THE  drama,  before  the  time 
of  Shakfpeare,  was  fo  little 
cultivated,  or  fo  ill  underftood, 
that  it  is  unneceflary  to  carry  our 
refearches  higher  than  that  pe- 
riod. Dryden  has  truly  obferved, 
that  he  *'  found  not,  but  created 
lirft  the  ftage ;"  of  which  no  one 
can  doubt,  who  confiders,  that  of 
all  the  plays  iffued  from  the  prefs 
antecedent  to  the  year  1:92,  when 
there  is  good  reaibn  to  believe  he 
commenced  a  dramatick  writer, 
the  titles  are  fcarcely  known,  ex- 
cept to  antiquarians ;  nor  is  there 
one  of  them  that  will  bear  a  fe- 
cond  perufal.  Yet  thefe,  con- 
temptible and  few  as  they  are,  we 
may  fuppofe  to  have  been  the 
moit  popular  produflions  of  the 
time,  and  the  belt  that  had  been 
exhibited  before  the  appearance  of 
Shakfpeare. 

The  moft  ancient  Englifh  play- 
lioufcs  of  which  I  have  met  any 
acc(  unts,  zrQ.the  Curtain  in  Shore- 
ditch,  and  ihe  Theatre. 

In  the  time  of  our  author,  there 
were  ro  lefs  than  ten  theatres 
open  :  four  private  hoafes,  viz. 
that  in  Black-friars,  the  Cockpit  or 
Pha'nix  in  Drury  Lane,  a  theatre 
6 


in  White  friars,  and  one  in  Sa- 
lifbury  Court ;  and  fix  that  were 
called  public  theatres,  viz.  the 
Globe,  the  Sivan,  the  Rofe,  and 
the  Hope,  on  the  Bank-fide ;  the 
Red  Bull  at  the  upper  end  of  St. 
John's  ftreet,  and  the  Fortune  in 
White-crofs  ftreet.  The  two  laft 
were  chiefly  frequented  by  citi- 
2ens. 

Moft,  if  not  all  of  Shakfpeare's 
p-ays  were  performed  either  at  the 
Globe,  or  at  the  theatre  in  Black - 
friars,  I  fliall  therefore  confine  my 
enquiries  chiefly  to  thefe  two.  It 
appears  that  they  both  belonged  to 
the  fame  company  of  comedians, 
viz.  his  majefty's  fervants,  which 
title  they  alfumed,  after  a  licence 
had  been  granted  to  them  by  King 
James  in  1603  ;  having  before  that 
time  been  called  the  fervants  of  the 
lord  chamberlain. 

The  theatre  in  Black-friars  was, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  a  private 
houle;  but  what  were  the  pecu- 
liar and  dillinguifhing  marks  of  a 
private  play-houfe,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  afcertain.  We  know  only  that 
it  was  very  fmall ;  and  tha|  plays 
were  there  ufually  reprefented  by 
candle-light. 

The  GIob\e,  which  was  Htuated 
on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river 
Thames,  was  an  hexagonal  build- 
ing, partly  open  to  the  weather, 
partly  covered  with  reeds.  It  was 
a  public 
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a  public  theatre,  and  of  confider- 
able  fize  ;  and  there  they  always 
afled  by  day  light.  On  the  roof 
of  t'e  Globe,  and  the  other  public 
theatres,  a  pole  was  eredled,  to 
which  a  flag  was  affixed.  Thefe 
flags  were  probably  difplayed  only 
during  the  hours  of  exhibition  ; 
and  it  fhould  ieem,  from  a  paflage 
in  one  of  the  old  comedies,  that 
they  were  taken  down  during  Lent, 
in  which  feafon  no  plays  were  pre- 
fented. 

The  Globe,  though  hexagonal  at 
theou'.fide,  was  probably  a  rotun- 
da within,  and  perhaps  had  its 
name  from  its  circular  form.  Ic 
might,  however,  have  been  deno- 
minared  only  from  its  fign  ;  which 
was  a  figure  of  Hercules  fupport- 
ing  he  globe.  This  theatre  was 
burnt  down  in  i6i  3  ;  but  it  was  re- 
built in  the  following  year,  and  de- 
corated with  more  ornament  than 
had  been  originally  bellowed  upon  ' 
it. 

The  exhibitions  at  the  Globe 
feem  to  have  been  calculated 
chiefly  for  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple; ihofe  at  Black-friars  for  a 
more  felefl  and  judicious  audience. 
This  appears  from  the  following 
prologue  to  ^W\t\tf  %  Doubt [ul  Heir, 
which  is  inferted  among  his  poems, 
printed  in  i6;.6,   with  this  title: 

Prologue  at  the  Globe,  to  his  co- 
medy called  the  Doubtful  Heir, 
which  (hould  have  been  prefented 
a  I  the  Black-friars. 

*'  Gentlemen,  I  ana  only  fent  to  fay, 
Our  author  did  no;  calculate  his  piay 
For  thii   meridian.      Tne   Bank-fide^    he 

knows, 
Is  far  more  fkilful  at  the  ebbs  and  flows 
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Of  water  thari  of  wit  ;'he  did  riof  mean 
For  the  elevation  of  your  poles,  this  fcene. 
No  (hews-i-aodance-^antl  what  you  moft 

delight  in, 
Grave  underftanderS  *,  here's  no  target- 

fi-Itlng 
Upon   t!ie  ftage;   all  work  for   cutlers 

bafr'd ; 
No  bawdiyy   nor  no  ballads , •-"this  gofes 

hard  : 
But  language  clean,  and  what  afFedls  yo« 

not, 
Without  impoffibilities  the  plot; 
No  clown,  no  fquibs,  no  devil  in't.— *0l» 

now, 
You  fquirrels  that  want  nuts,  what  will 

you  do  ? 
Pray  do  not  crack  the  benches,  and  we 

may 
Hereafter  fit  your  palates  with  a  play. 
But  vou  that  can  contra(5l  yourfelves,  ani 

fit, 
As  you  were  rjow  in  the  Blark-fnars  pit. 
And  will  not  deaf  us  with  lewil  noife  and 

tongues, 
Eecanfe  we  have  ho  heart  to  break  our 

lungs. 
Will  pardon  our  vajl  flage,  and  not  dif- 

grace 
This  play,   meant  for  ytjur  perfons,  not 
the  place." 

The  fuperior  difcernment  of  the 
Black-friars  audience  may  be  like- 
wife  collefted  from  a  paflage  in  the 
preface  prefixed  by  Heminge  and 
Condell  to  the  firft  folio  edition  of 
our  author's  works :  "  and  though, 
you  be  a  magi/Irate  of  luit,  and  fit 
on  the  ftage  at  Bladk  friars  or  the 
Cockpit,  to  arraigne  plays  dailie^ 
know  thefe  plays  have  had  their 
tryal  already,  and  ttood  out  all  ap* 
peales." 

A  writer,  already  quoted,  in- 
forms us  that  one  of  thefe  thea- 
tres was  a  winter,  and  the  other  a 
fummer  houfe.  As  the  Glebe  was 
partly  expofed  to  the  weather,  and 


*  The  common  people  ftood  in  the  Globe  theatre,  in  that  part  of  the  houfe 
which  we  now  call  tlie  pit  ;  which  bein?  lower  than  the  Ilage,  Shirley  Calls  them 
Muder  ftanders.  In  the  private  play-houfes,  it  appears  from  the  fubfequent  lincs^ 
there  wer«  feats  in  the  pit, 

L  2  thty 


148       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


they  afted  there  ufually  by  day- 
light, it  was  probably  the  fummer 
theatre.  The  exhibitions  .here 
feem  to  have  been  more  frequent 
than  at  Black-friars,  at  lealt  till 
the  year  1604  or  1605,  when  the 
Bank-fide  appears  to  have  become 
lefs  falhionable,  and  lefs  frequent- 
ed than  it  formerly  had  been. 

Many  of  our  ancient  dramatic 
pieces  were  performed  in  the  yards 
of  carriers'  inns,  in  which,  in  the 
beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign,  the  comedians,  who  then 
Jirlt  united  thenvfelves  in  compa- 
nies, erefted  an  occafional  ftage  *. 
The  form  of  thefe  temporary  play- 
houfes  feems  to  be  preferved  in  our 
modern  theatre.  The  galleries  are, 
in  both,  ranged  over  each  other 
en,  three  fides  of  the  building. 
The  fmall  rooms  under  the  loweft 
of  thefe  galleries,  anfwer  to  our 
prefent  boxes;  and  ic  is obfervable 
that  thefe,  even  in  theatres  which 
were  built  in  a  fubfcquent  period 
exprefsly- for  dramatic  exhibitions, 
IHII  retained  their  old  name,  and 
are  frequently  callea  rooms  by  our 
ancient  writers.  The  yard  bears 
a  fufficient  refeniblance  to  the  pit, 
9A  at  prefent  in  ufe.     We  may  fup- 


pofe  the  ftage  to  have  been  raifed 
in  this  area,  on  the  fourth  fide, 
with  its  back  to  the  gateway  of 
the  inn,-  at  which  the  money  for 
admiffion  was  taken.  Thus,  in 
fine  weathef,  a  play-houfe  not;-/ 
incommodioi>»  might  have  been 
formed. 

Hence,  in  the  middle  of  tht 
Globe,  and  I  foppofe  of  the  other  ^ 
public  theatres,  in  the  time  of  . 
Sfiakfpeare,  there  was  an  open  j. 
yard  or  area,  where  the  commoft  . 
people  flood  to  fee  the  exhibition  ; 
from  which  circumftance  they  arf  . 
called  by  our  author  grcundlingi^  ^ 
and  by  Ben  Jonfon,  '*  the  under- ^, 
Jlanding  gentlemen  of  the  ground.  '*   ., 

In  the  ancient  play-houfes  there  ^ 
appears   to    have   been   a  private,., 
box ;    of  which  it  is  not  eafy   to  j 
afcertain   the  fituation.     It  feems 
to  have  been  placed  at  the  fide  of 
the  ftage,  towards  the  rear,  and  to 
have  been  at  a  lower  price ;  in  this 
fome  people  fat,  either  from  ceco>- 
nomy  or  Angularity.     The  galle- 
ries ot/caffolds,  as  they  are- fome- 
times  called,  and  that  part  of  the 
houfe,   which  in  private  theatres 
was  named  the  pit  f,  feem  to  have 
been  at  the  fame  price  i   and  pro- 
bably 


*  Fleckno,  m  his  Short  Difcourfe  of  the  Englijb  Stage^  publifiied' in  1664^1 
fays,  fome  remains  of  thefe  ancient  theatres  were  at  that  day  to  be  feen  in  the 
inn-yard,s  of  the  Crofs-iteyt  in  Grace-church  Street,  and  the  Bull  in  Bifhopfgate  .. 
Street.  I 

In  the  feventeen  play-houfes  ere£ted  between  the  years  1570  and  1629,  the 
continuator  of  Stowe's  Chronicle  reckons  "  five  innes  or  common  ofieryes  turned 
into  play-houfcs." 

f  The  pit.  Dr.  Percy  foppofes  to  ha^t  received  its  name  from  one  of  the 
play-houfes  having  been  formerly  a  cock-pit.  This  account  of  the  term,  how^. 
ever,  feems  to  be  iomewhat  qiieftionable.  The  place  where  the  feats  are  ranged 
in  St.  Mary's  at  Cambridge,  is  (Hll  called  t\\efit;  and  no  one  can  fulpe^  that 
yenerable  fabric  of  having  ever  been  a  cock-pit,  or  that  the  phrafe  was  borrow- 
ed from  a  play-houfe  to  be  applied  to  a  church.  A  pit  is  a  place  low  in  its  re- 
lative fituation,  and  fucU  is  the  middle  part  of  a  theatre. 

Shak« 
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bably  in  houfes  of  reputation,  fuch 
as  the  Globe^  and  that  in  Black- 
friars  j  the  price  .of  admiffion  into 
thofc  parts  of  the  theatre  was  fix- 
pence,  while  in  fome  meaner  play- 
.  houfes  it  was  only  a  penny,  in 
others  two-pence.  The  price  of 
admiffion  into  the  bed  rooms  or 
boxes,  was,  I  believe,  in  our  au- 
thor's time,  a  fliilling;  though  af- 
terwards it  appears  to  have  riien  to 
two  fhillings  and  half  a  crown. 

From  feveral  paffages  in  our  old 
plays  we  learn,  that  fpeftators  were 
admitted  on  the  ftage,  and  that 
the  critics  and  wits  of  the  time 
ufually  fat  there.  Some  were 
placed  on  the  ground  *  ;  others  fat 
on  ftools,  of  which  the  price  was 
either  fixpence  or  a  (hilling,  ac- 
cording, I  fuppofe,  to  the  com- 
ihodioufnefs  of  the  fituation.  And 
they  were  attended  by  pages,  who 
furniflied  them  with  pipes  and  to- 
bacco, which  was  fmoked  here  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Yet  it  fhould  feem  that  perfons 
were  fufFered  to  fit  on  the  ftage 
only  in  the  private  play-houfes, 
(fuch  as  Black-friars,  &c.)  where 
the  audience  was  more  feleft,  and 
of  a  higher  clafs ;  and  that  in  the 
G/e^r,  and  the  other  public  thea- 
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tres,  no  fu«h  licence  was  permit- 
ted. 

The  ftage  was  ftrewed  with 
rulhes,which,  we  learn  from  Hentz- 
ner  and  Caius  de  Ephemera,  was, 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  the 
ufual  covering  of  floors  in  Eng- 
land. The  curtain  which  hangs 
in  the  front  of  the  prefent  ftage, 
drawn  up  by  lines  and  pullies, 
though  not  a  modern  invention, 
'  (for  it  was  ufed  by  Inigo  Jones  iu 
the  mafques  at  court)  was  yet  an 
apparatus  to  which  the  fimple  rae- 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  theatres  had 
not  arrived ;  for  in  them  the  cur- 
tains opened  in  the  middle,  and 
were  drawn  backwards  and  for- 
wards on  an  iron  rod.  In  fome 
play-houfes  they  were  woollen,  in 
others  made  of  filk.  Towards 
the  rear  of  the  ftage  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  balcony,  the  plajt- 
form  of  which  was  probably  eight 
or  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  I  fup- 
pofe it  to  have  been  fupported  by 
pillars.  From  hence,  in  many  of 
our  old  plays,  part  of  the  dialogue 
was  fpoken ;  and  in  the  front  of 
this  balcony  curtains  likewife  were 
hung. 

A  doubt  has  been  entertained, 
whether  in  our   ancient   theatres 


Shakfpeare  hin!felf  ufes  cock-pit  to  exprefs  a  fmall  confined  fituation,  without 
any  particular  reference  .• 

"  Can  this  cock-pit  hold 
**  The  vafty  fields  of  France — or  may  we  cram, 
*•  Within  this  wooden  O,  the  very  cafques 
'*  That  did  affi  ight  the  air  at  Agincourt  ?" 
•  **  Being  on  your  feet,  fneake  not  away  like  a  coward,  but  falute  all  your 
gentle  acquaintance  that  are  fprtad  either  on  the  rujhes,  or  on  ftooles  about  you  j 
and  draw  what  troops  you  can  from  the  Itage  after  you——"     Decker's  GuVs 
Horn-booky  1609.     This  accounts  for  Hamlet's  fitting  on  the  ground  at  Ophe- 
lia's feet,  during  the  reprefentation  of  the  play  before  the  king  and  court  of  Den- 
mark.    Our  author  has  only  placed  the  young  prince  in  the  lame  fituation  in 
which  he  perhaps  often  faw  Elfex  or  Southampton  at  the  feet  of  fome  celebrated 
beauty.    What  fome  chofc  from  aconomy,  gallantry  might  baye  recommended 
to  others. 
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there  were  fide  and  other  fcenes. 
The    quettion    is    involved   in    (o 
jnuch   obfcurity,    that   it    is    very 
difficult  to  form  any  decided  opi- 
nion upon  it.     It  is  certain,  that 
in  the  year  1605,  Inigo  Jonci'  ex- 
hibited an   entertainment  at   Ox- 
ford,   in   which    moveable    fcenes 
were  ufed  * ;  but  he  appears  to  have 
introduced  feveraj    pieces  of  ma- 
chinery in   the  mafques'  at  court, 
with  which  undoubted'y  the  pub- 
lic   theatres    were     unacquainted. 
A   paffage    which   has    been    pro- 
duced from  one  of  the  old  come- 
dies, proves,  it   muft    be  o>ned, 
that    even    thefe    were    furnilhed 
with   fome  pieces    of  machinery, 
which    were    ufed    when    it    was 
requifite  to  exhibit  the  defcent  of 
fome  god  or  faint ;  but  from  all 
the  cotemporary  accounts,    I    am 
inclined  to  be  ieve,  that   the  me- 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  ftage  fel- 
dom  went  beyond  a  pointed  chair, 
or  a  trap-door,  and  that  few,    if 
any  of  them,   had  any  moveable 
fcenes.     When  king  H^nry  VIII. 
is  to  b?  difcovered   by   the  dukes 
of  Suffolk  and    Norfolk,   reading 
in  his  lludv,  the  fcenical  dire£tion 
in    the    firll   folio,    1623,    (which 
was      printed      apparently      frpm 
play-houfc     copies)     is,     **    The 
iiftg    drai,tjs    the    curtaine,    [i.    e. 
draws    it    open]    and  Jits   reading 
fenji'vely ;    for,    befides    the   prin- 


cipal curtains  that  hung  in  the 
front  of  the  Itage,  they  uTed  others 
as  fubftitutts  for  fcenes.  If  a 
bed-chamber  is  to  be  exhibited, 
no  change  of  icene  is  nieniioned  ; 
but  the  property  man  is  limply 
ordered  to  tbruji  fonh  a  hed,  ' 
When  the  fable  requires  the  Ro- 
man capuol  to  be  exhibited,  we 
find,  two  officers  enter,  "  to  lay 
cgfiiion':,  as  it  nve^e  in  the  ca- 
pitol."  So,  in  King  Richard  II, 
&d  iv.  fc.  i.  "  BuiiDgbtoke,  &c. 
enter  as  to  the  parliament."  A- 
gain,  in  Sir  John  Oldcajile,  1600, 
"  Enter  Cam.)ndge,  icroop,  and 
Gjay,aiin  a  chamber."  Jn  Ro- 
meo and  Juliet,  1  doubt  much  whe- 
thi-r  any  exhibition  of  Juliet's  mo«» 
nument  wa^  given  on  the  ftage.  I 
imagine  Romeo  only  opened  with 
his  mattock  one  of  the  flage  trap- 
doors, (which  might  have  repre- 
fented  a  tomb-ftone)  by  which  he 
defcended  to  a  vault  beneath  the 
ftage,  where  Juliet  was  depofited  ; 
and  this  idea  is  countenanced  by 
a  paffage  in  the  play,  and  by  the 
poem  on  whigh  the  drama  was 
founded. 

How  little  the  irnaglnatlons  of 
the  audience  were  affifted  by  fceni- 
cal deception,  and  how  much  ne- 
ceffity  our  author  had  to  call  on 
them  to  •*  piece  out  imperfeflions 
with  their  thoughts,"  may  be  alfp 
cpUefled  from   Sir  Philip  Sidney, 


•  See  Peck's  Memoirs  of  Milion,  p.  18^:    '*  The  above-mentioned  art  of 
varying  the  face  of  the  whole  ftage  was  a  new  thirig,  and  never  feen  in  England 
till  dyguft  1605,  at  what  time,  king  Jamfs  I.  being  to  be  entertained  at  Ox- 
ford, the  heads  of  that  Univ<ility  hired  the  aforelaid  Inigo  Jones  (a  great  tra- 
veller) who  undertook  to  father  tnem  mu.h,  and  tp  furni(h  them  with   rare 
devices  for  the  king's  enter'.ainment.     Accordingly  he  erefted  a  ftage  clofe  to 
the  upjer  end  of  tlie   hall,  (as  it  Icemed  at  tht   firlt  figh.)   at   ChriH-church 
but  it  was  indeed  but  a  falfe  wall,  tair  painted  and  adorned  with  ftately  pillars 
v/hich  pillars  would  (mn  about.     By  reafon  whereof,  with  other  painted  clothes 
pn  yv^'^nel'day,  Aug.  28,  he  varied  their  itage  three  times  ii;i  ths  acting  ot  9nc 
tragedy." 
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•who,  defcrlbing  the  ftate  of  the 
drama  and  the  ftage  in  his  time, 
fays,  •*  Now  you  Ihall  fee  three 
ladies  walk  to  gather  flowers,  and 
then  we  mult  believe  the  ftage  to 
be  a  garden.  By  and  by  we  heare 
news  of  a  fliipwracke  in  the  fame 
place  ;  then  we  are  to  blame  if  we 
accept  it  not  for  a  rock.  Upon 
the  back  of  that,  comes  out  a  hi- 
deous moniler  with  fire  and  fmoke  ; 
ihen  the  miferable  beholders  are 
bound  to  lake  it  for  a  cave  ;  while 
in  the  mean  time  two  armies  fly 
in,  rcprefented  with  four  fwords 
and  bucklers,  and  then  what  hard 
heart  will  not  receive  it  for  a 
pitched  field." 

All  thcfe  circumftances  induce 
me  to  believe  that  our  ancient 
theatres,  in  general,  were  only  fur- 
nifhed  with  curtains,  and  a  fingle 
fcene  compofed  of  ta  peltry,  which 
appears  to  have  been  fometimes  or- 
namented with  pidlures :  and  fome 
pafTages  in  our  old  dramai  incline 
one  to  think,  that  when  tragedies 
were  performed,  the  flagc  was  hung 
with  black. 

In  the  early  part,  at  leaft,  of 
our  author's  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre,  the  want  of  fcenery  feems 
to  have  been  fupplied  by  the  Am- 
ple expedient  of  writing  th-'  names 
of  the  different  places  where  the 
fcene  was  laid  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  play,  which  were  difpofed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  vifjble  to 
the  audience. 

Though  the  apparatus  for  thea- 
tric exhibitions  was  thus  fcanty,and 
the  machinery  of  the  fimpiell  kind, 
the  invention  of  trap-doors  appears 
not  to  be  modern  ;  for  in  an  old 
morality,  entitled.  All  for  Money, 
we  find  a  marginal  direction, 
which  implies  that  ihey  were  earljr 
in  ufe. 


^  It  appears  from  Heywood's  Apo* 
logy  for  Adors,  that  the  covering, 
or  internal  roof  of  the  llage,  was 
anciently  termed  the  hiavens.  It 
was  probably  painted  of  a  flcy-blue 
colour  ;  or  perhaps  pieces  of  dra- 
pery tinged  with  blue  were  fufpend- 
ed  acrofs  the  Itage^  to  reprefent  the 
heavens. 

From  a  plate  prefixed  to  Kirk- 
mz.n.'&  Drolls,  printed  in  1672,  in 
which  there  is  a  view  of  a  thea- 
trical booth,  it  fhould  feem  that  the 
ftage  was  formerly  lighted  by  two 
large  branches,  of  a  form  fimilar 
to  thofe  now  hung  in  churches. 
They  being,  I  fuppofe,  found  in» 
commodious,  as  they  obltrudted  the 
fight  of  the  fpeftators,  gave  place 
in  a  fubfequent  period  to  fmall 
circular  wooden  frames,  furnilhed 
with  candles,  eight  of  which  were 
hung  on  the  ftage,  four  at  either 
fide  :  and  thefe  within  a  few  years 
were  wholly  removed  by  Mr.  Gar- 
rick,  who,  on  his  return  from 
France,  firfl:  introduced  the  prefent 
commodious  method  of  illuminat- 
ing the  ftage  by  lights  not  yifible  to 
the  audience. 

If  all  the  players,  whofe  names 
are  enumerated  in  the  firft  folio 
edition  of  O'jr  author's  works, 
belonged  to  the  fame  theatre,  they 
compoled  a  numerous  company  ; 
but  ic  is  doubtful  whetl^er  they  all 
performed  at  the  fame  period,  or 
in  the  fame  houfe.  Many  of  the 
companies  certainly  were  fo  thin, 
that  one  penon  played  two  or  three 
parts  ;  and  a  battle,  on  which  the 
fate  of  an  empire  was  fuppofed  to 
depend,  was  decided  by  ha  f  a  do- 
zen combatants.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a  common  pra^ice,  in 
their  mock  engagements,  to  dif- 
charge  fmall  |:^cge3  of  ordnance  on 
the  ftage. 

t  4.  Before 
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Before  the  exhibition  began, 
three  flo«rilhe5  or  pieces  of  mufic 
were  played,  or,  in  the  ancient 
language,  there  were  three  found- 
ings. Mtilic  was  likewife  played 
between  the  afts.  The  inftruments 
chiefiy  ufed  were  trumpets,  cor- 
nets, and  hautboys.  The  band, 
which  did  not  confift  of  more  than 
fiveor  fix  performers,  fat  (as  I  have 
been  told  by  a  very  ancient  ftage 
veteran,  who  had  his  inforoiation 
from  Bowman,  the  contemporary 
of  Bsiterton)  in  an  upper  balco- 
ny, over  what  is  now  called  the 
Itagfe-box. 

The  perfon  who  fpoke  the  pro- 
logue was  ufhered  in  by  trumpets, 
and  ufually  wore  a  long  black  vel- 
vet cloak,  which,  I  fuppofe,  was 
confidered  as  beft  fuited'  to  a  fup- 
plicatory  addrefs.  Of  this  culiom, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  ori- 
gin, fome  traces  remained  till  very 
lately  ;  a  black  coat  having  been, 
if  I  mifiake  not,  within  thefe  few 
years,  the  contlant  ftage-habili- 
jnent  of  our  mbdern  prologue- 
fpeakers.^1  he  drefs  of  the  ancient 
prologiie-fpeaker  is  Uill  retained 
in  the  play  that  is  exhibited  in 
Hamlet,  before  the  king  and  court 
of  Denmark. 

Ah  epilogue  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  a  regular  appendage  to 
a  play  in  Shakfpeare's  time  ;  for 
many  of  his  dramas  had  none  ; 
at  leall,  they  have  not  been  pre- 
-ferved.  In  All's  Well  that  Ends 
Well,  the  Midfummer  hlgh:''s 
Dream,  As  you  like  it,  TroiMS 
and  Creffida,  and  The  Tempeji, 
the  epilogue  is  fpoken  by  on;;  of 
the  perfons  of  the  drama,-  and 
adapted  to  the  character  of  the 
fpeaker ;  a  circ'umlUnce  that  I 
have  not  obferved  in  the  epilogues 
^f  any  other  author  of  that  age. 


The  epilogue  was  not  always 
fpoken  by  one  of  the  performers 
in  the  piece,  for  that  fubjoined  to 
The  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  If^, 
appears  to  have  been  delivered  by 
a  dancer.        ^ 

The  performers  of  male  cha- 
raflers  generally  wore  periwigs, 
which  in  the  age  of  Shakfpeare 
were  not  in  common  ufe.  Ic 
appears,'  from  a  paffage  in  Putten- 
ham's  Art  of  Englijh  Poejy,  1589, 
that  vizards  were  on  fome  occa- 
fions  ufed  by  the  afters  of  thofe 
days  ;  and  it  may  be  inferred  from 
a  fcene  in  one  of  our  author's  co- 
medies, that  they  were  fometimes 
worn  in  his  time,'  by  thofe  who 
performed  female  characters.  But 
this,  1  imagine,  was  very  rare. 
Some  of  the  female  part  of  the 
audience  likewife  appeared  in 
maflcs. 

The  flage-dreifes,  it  is  reafonable 
to  fuppofe,  were  much  more  coltly 
at  fome  theatres  than  others.  Yet 
the  wardrobe  of  even  the  king's  fer- 
vants  at  the  Qlobe  and  Black  friart,, 
was,  we  fjnd,  but  fcantily  furnift»i'/' 
ed  ;  and  our  author's  dramas  de- 
rived very  little  aid  from  the  fplen- 
dor  of  exhibition. 

it  is  vvell  known,  that  in  the 
time  of  Shakfpeare,  and  for 
many  years  afterwards,  female 
charaftere  were  repreftnted  by 
boys  or  yourg  n>en.  Sir  William 
D'Avenam,  in  imitation  of  the 
foreign  theatres,  firtl  introduced 
f»maTes'  in  the  fcene,  and  Mrs. 
P.etterton  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
firft  woman  that  appeared  on  the 
Enslifn  ft^ge.  Andrew  Penny- 
cuicke  played  the  part  of  Matilda, 
in  a  tragedy  of  Davenport's,  in 
1659;  and  Mr.  Kynafton  afted 
f&veral  female  parts  after  the  Re- 
ftoration.     Dovvnes,    {i    cotempo- 

rary 
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Tary  of  his,  affures  us,  * 
being  then  very  young,  he 
a  complete  llage  beauty,  perform- 
ing his  parts  fo  well,  (particularly 
Arthiope  and  Jglaura)  that  it  has 
fince  been  dlfputable  among  the 
judicious,  whether  any  woman 
that  fucceeded  him  touched  the 
audience  fo  fenfibly  as  he." 

Both  the  prompter,  or  book- 
holder,  as  he  was  fometimes  called, 
and  the  property-man,  appear  to 
have  been  regular  appendages  of 
our  ancient  theatres. 

No  writer  that  I  have  met  with 
intimates,  that,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  it  was  cuftomary  to 
exhibit  more  than  a  fingle  dramatic 
piece  on  one  day. 

'The  Yorkjhire  Tragedy ,  or  AlVs 
tne,  indeed,  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  four  pieces  that  were  re- 
prefenied  on  the  fame  day  ;  and 
Fletcher  has  alfo  a  piece  called 
Four    Plays  in    One;  but  probably 


thefe    were    either    exhibited  on 
fome  particular  occafion,  or   were 
ineftedual   efforts  to  introduce    a 
new    fpecies    of  amufement ;     for 
wexJo  not  find  any  other  inftances 
of    the    fame     kind.      Had    any 
Ihorter  pieces  been  exhibited  after 
the   principal    performance,    fome 
of  them  probably  would  have  been 
printed  :   but  there  are  none  extant 
of  an  earlier  date  than  the  time  of 
the    Reftcwation.       The    praftice 
therefore  of  exhibiting  two  dramas 
fucceffively    in  the  fame  evening, 
we  may  be  affured,  was  ndt  eftab- 
lifhed    before  that    period.      But 
though  the  audiences,  in  the  time 
of  oar  author,  were   not  gratified 
by  the  repiefentation  of  more  than 
one    drama  in  the  fame  day,  the 
entertainment  was  diverfified,  and 
the  populace  diverted,  by  vaulting, 
tumbling,  flightof  hand,  and  mor- 
ris-dancing: a  mixture  not  much 


that    more  heterogeneous  than  that  with 
made     which  we  are  daily  prefented,  a 
tragedy  and  a  farce. 

The  amufements  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  play,  were  of  various  kinds. 
While  fome  part  of  the  audience 
entertained  themfelves  with  read- 
ing, or  playing  at  cards,  others 
were  employed  in  lefs  refined  oc- 
cupations ;  in  drinking  ale,  or 
fmoking  tobacco:  with  thefe  they 
were  furnifh^d  by  male  attendants, 
of  whofe  clamour  a  fatirical  writer 
of  the  time  of  James  I.  loudly 
complains. 

It  was  a  common  praftice  to 
carry  table-books  to  the  theatre, 
and  either  from  curiofity,  or  en- 
mity to  the  author,  or  fome  other 
motive,  to  write  down  paffages  of 
the  play  that  was  reprefented : 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  imperfeft  and  mutilated  copies 
of  fome   of  Shakfpeare's  dramas. 


which  are  yet  extant,  were  taken 
down  in  Ihort  hand  during  the 
exhibition. 

At  the  end  of  the  piece,  the 
aftors,  in  noblemens'  houfes  and. 
in  taverns,  where  plays  were  fre- 
quently performed,  prayed  for  the 
health  and  profperity  of  their  pa- 
trons ;  and  in  the  public  theatres, 
for  the  king  and  queen.  This 
prayer  fometimes  made  part  of  the 
epilogue.  Hence,  probably,  as 
Mr.  Steevens  has  obferved,  the 
addition  of  Fi'uant  rex  et  regina 
to  the  modern  play-bills. 

Plays  in  the  time  of  our  author 
began  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  the  exhibition  was 
ufually  finifiiid  in  /two  hours. 
Even  in  1667  they  commenced  at 
three  o'clock. 

When  Goflbn  wrote  his  School 
if  jibuje,  in  1579,  it  feems  that 
dramatic  entertainments  were  ufa- 

ally 
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ally  exhibited  on  Sundays.  After-  houfe;  a  circumftance  that  would 
wards  tkev  were  performed  on  icarcely  defeive  confsderation,  if 
that  and  other  days  indifcrimi-  it  were  not  in  fome  fort  conneded 
»ately.  From  the  filence  of  with  ovlt  author's  hiflory,  a  plau, 
Pryr.ne  on  this  fubjeft,  it  has  fible  ftory  having  been  built  on 
been  fuppofed  that  the  pra<5lice  of  this  foundation,  relative  to  his 
exhibiting  plays  on  the  Lord's  firft  introdufl'on  to  the  ftage. 
day  was  difconiinued  when  he  The  modes  of  conveyance  to  the 
pablif}i€dbis^//?r'o;K«y?/A-,  in  1633;  theatre,  anciently,  as  at  prefent, 
but  I  doubt  whether  this  conjecture  fern  to  have  been  various  ;  fome 
be  well  founded,  for  it  appears,  going  in  coaches,  others  on  horfe- 
from  a  coiemporary  writer,  that  back,  and  many  by  water.  To 
it  had  not  been  aboliihed  in  the  iJhe  Globe  p!ay-houfe  the  company 
third  year  of  king  Charles  I.  probably  were  conveyed  by  wa- 
it has  been  a  queftion  whether  ter  ;  to  that  in  Black-friars,  the 
it  was  formerly  a  common  pradlice  gentry  went  either  in  coaches*, 
to  ride  on  horfeback  to  the  play-  or  on  horfe  back];   and  the  com- 


*  See  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrard  to  Lord  Strafford,  dated  Jan.  9,  1635-4; 
Strafibrd's  Z,f//^rj,  vol.  I.  p.  175  :  '*  Here  hath  hern  an  order  of  the  lords  of 
the  council  hung  up  in  a  table  near  Paul's  and  the  Black-friars,  to  command 
all  that  refort  to  the  play-houfe  there,  to  fend  away  their  coaches,  and  to  dif- 
perfe  abroad  in  Paul's-church-yard,  Carter-lane,  the  Conduit  in  Fleet-Jireet,  and 
other  places,  and  rot  to  return  to  fetch  their  company,  but  they  muft  trot  a-foot 
to  find  their  coaches : — 'twas  kept  very  ftrifliy  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but  now 
I  think  it  is  difordered  again." — It  fiiould  however  be  remembered,  that  this 
•was  written  above  forty  years  after  Shakfpeare's  firft  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre.  Coaches,  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  were  poffefled  but  by  very 
f«w.  They  were  not  in  ordinary  ufe  till  after  the  year  1605.  See  Stowe's 
Annals,  p.  867.''  Even  when  the  above-mentioned  order  was  made,  there  were 
no  hacknej  coaches.  Thefe,  as  appears  from  another  letter  in  the  fame  col- 
k6lion, . were  eftahlilhed  a  few  months  afterwards. — ♦'  I  cannot  (fays  Mr. 
Garranl)  omit  to  mention  any  new  thin^  that  comes  up  amongft  us,  though 
never  io  trivial.  Htre  is  ore  captain  Baily,  he  hath  been  a  fea-captain,  but 
now  lives  on  the  land,  about  this  city,  where  he  tries  experiments-  He  hath 
erefted,  according  to  his  ability,  lome  four  hachney  coaches,  put  his  men  in 
livery,  and  app'  irted  them  to  Hand  at  the  May-pole  in  the  Strand,  giving  them 
iattruflions  at  what  rates  to  carry  men  into  feveral  parts  of  the  town,  where  all 
«l^y  they  may  be  hrid.  Other  hackney-men  feeing  this  way,  they  flocked  to 
the  fame  place,  and  perform  their  journies  at  the  fame  rate.  So  that  forne- 
times  there  is  twt?nty  of  them  together,  which  difperfe  up  and  down,  that  they 
and  othrrs  are  to  be  had  ev-ry  where,  as  water-men  are  to  be  had  by  the  wateri- 
fide.  Every  body  is  much  plcafed  with  it.  for  wliereas,  before,  coaches 
could  not  be  had  hut  at  great  rates,  now  a  man  may  have  one  much  cheaper." 
This  letter  is  dated  April  i,   i6'54.-=Str:ifF.)rd's  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  217. 

A  few  months  afterwards,  hackney-chairs  were  introduced  -.  •«  Here  Is  alfo 
aiipther  projeiSt  for  carrying  peo|>le  up  and  down  in  clofe  chav's,  for  the  fole 
doing  whertof,  Sir  Sander  Duncombe,  a  traveller,  now  a  penfioner,  hath  ob- 
taiiKd  a  patent  from  the  kingj  and  hath  forty  or  fifty  making  ready  for  ufe." 
Hid.  p.  336. 
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mon  people  on  foot.  In  an  epi- 
gram  by  Sir  John  Davis,  the 
praflice  of  riding  to  the  theatre  is 
ridiculed  as  a  piece  of  aiFe(^ation 
or  vanity;  and  therefore  we  nr.ay 
pieiume  it  was  not  very  general. 
Though  from  the  want  of  news- 

f tapers  and  other  periodical  pub- 
ications^  inteiligence  was  not  fo 
fpeedily  circulated  in  former  times 
as  at  prefent,  our  ancient  theatres 
do  not  appear  to  have  laboured 
under  any  difad vantage  in  this  re- 
fpeft  ;  for  the  players  printed  and 
expofed  accounts  of  the  pieces  that 
they  intended  to  exhibit,  which, 
however,  did  not  contain  a  com- 
plete lift  of  the  charaflers,  or  the 
names  of  the  aftors  by  whom  they 
were  reprefentcd*. 

The  long  and  whimfical  titles 
that  are  prefixed  to  the  quarto 
copies  of  our  author's  plays,  I 
fuppofe  to  have  been  tranfcribed 
from  the  play- bills  of  the  time. 
They  were  equally  calculated  to 
attraft  the  notice  of  the  idle  gazer 
in  the  walks  at  St.  Paul's,  or  to 
draw  a  crowd  about  fome  voci- 
ferous Autolycus,  who  perhaps 
was  hired  by  the  players  ihus  to 
raife  the  expeftations  of  the  mul- 
titude. It  is  indeed  highly  im- 
probable that  the  modett  Shak- 
fpeare,  who  has  more  than  once 
apologized  for  his  untutored  lines, 
fiiould   in    his    manufcripts    have 


entitled  any  of  his  dramas  mojt- 
tkcelknt  and  plea/ant  performances. 
A  contemporary  writer  has  pre- 
ferved  fomething  like  a  play-bill 
of  thofe  day.',  which  feems  to 
corroborate  this  obfervation  ;  for 
if  it  were  divefted  of  rhime,  it 
would  bear  no  very  diftant  re- 
femblance  to  the  title-pages  that 
ftand  before  fome  of  our  author's 
dramas  : 

" — . — Prithee,  what's  the  play  ? 

(The  firft  I  vifited  this  twelvemonth  day) 
They  fay — "  A  new  Invented  boy  of  Purle^ 
That  jeoparded  his  necke  to  ftealc  a  girl 
Of  tu'elve  j  and  lying  faft  impounded  for't. 
Has  hither  fent  his  bearde  to  adt  his  part  J 
Againft  ail  thofe  in  open  malxe  bent. 
That  would  not  freely  to  the  theft confent: 
Faines  all  to's  wifli,  and  in  the  epilogue 
Goes  out  applauded  for  a  famous— rogue." 
•*  — Now  hang  me  if  I  did  not  look  at  firfl 
For  fome  fuch  fluff,  by  the  fond   people's 
thiuft." 

It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  the 
ufage  of  giving  authors  a  benefit 
on  the  third  day  of  the  exhibitioa 
of  their  piece  commenced.  Mr. 
Oldys,  in  one  of  his  manufcripts, 
intimates  that  dramatic  poets  had 
anciently  their  benefit  on  the  firfl 
day  that  a  new  play  was  repre- 
fented  ;  a  regulation  which  would 
have  been  very  favourable  to  fome 
of  the  ephemeral  produdlions  of 
modern  times.  But  for  this  there 
is  not,  I  believe,  any  fufficient 
authority.      From  D'Avenant,  in- 


*  This  praftice  did  not  commence  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century. 
I  have  feeii  a  play-bill,  printed  in  the  year  1697,  which  exprefled  only  the  titles 
of  the  two  pieces  that  were  to  be  exhibited,  and  the  time  when  ihey  were  to  be 
repreftnted.  Notices  of  plays  to  be  pei formed  on  a  future  day,  fimilarto  thofe 
now  daily  publilhed,  are  found  in  the  original  edition  of  the  Speflators  in  1711. 
In  thefe  early  theatrical  adveitilements,  our  author  is  always  ftykd  the  immortal 
^hakfpeaae.     Hence  Pope : 

*•  Shakfpeare,  whom  you  and  every  play-houfe  bill 

f*  Style  the  (//"^/n^,  the  mate hlefs,  what  you  will :'' 

;  deed. 
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deed,  we  learn,  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, the  poet  had  his  benefit 
©n  the  fecond  day.  As  it  was  a 
general  pra<flice,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  to  fell  the  copy  of 
the  play  to  the  theatre,  I  imagine, 
in  fuch  cafes,  an  author  derived 
no  other  advantage  from  his  piece, 
than  what  arofe  from  the  fale  of 
it.  Sometimes,  however,  he  found 
it  more  beneficial  to  retain  the' 
copy-right  in  his  own  hands ;  and 
when  he  did  fo,  I  fuppofe  he  had 
3  benefit.  It  is  certain  that  the 
giving  authors  the  profits  of  the 
third  exhibition  of  their  play, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  ufual 
mode  during  aimofl:  the  whole  of 
the  laft  century,  was  an  ettablifh- 
cd  cuftom  in  the  year  1612  ;  for 
Decker,  in  the  prologue  to  one  of 
his  comedies,  printed  in  that  year, 
fpeaks  of  the  poet's /i'/V^d'^.  The 
unfortunate  Otway  had  no  more 
than  one  benefit  on  the  produdion 
cf  a  new  play ;  and  this  too,  it 
feems,  he  was  fometimes  forced 
to  mortgage  before  the  piece  was 
a£led. 

Southerne  was  the  firft  drama- 
tic writer  who  obtained  the  emo- 
luments arifing  from  two  repre- 
fentatlons  ;  and  to  Farquhar,  in 
the  year  1700,  the  benefit  of  a 
third  was  granted.  To  the  ho- 
nour of  Mr.  Addifon,  itfliould  be 
remembered,  that  he  firft  difcon- 
tinued  the  ancient,  but  humi- 
liating, pradlice  of  diftributing 
tickets,  and  foliciting  company  to 
attend  at  the  theatre,  on  the  poet's 
nights^ 

When  an  author  fold  his  piece 
to  the  Iharers  or  proprietors  of  a 
theatre,  it  rerr.ained  for  feveral 
years    unpubliilied ;     but,     when 


that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  printed 
it  for  fale,  to  which  many  feem  to 
have  been  induced,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  an  imperfeft  copy 
might  be  iffued  from  the  prefs 
without  their  confent.  The  cuf- 
tomary  price  of  the  copy  of  a  play, 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  twenty  nobles, 
or  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings 
and  four  pence.  The  play  when 
printed  was  fold  for  fix-pence ;  and 
the  ufual  prefent  from  a  patron, 
in  return  for  a  dedication,  was  for- 
ty Ihillings. 

On  the  firft  day  of  exhibiting 
a  new  play,  the  prices  of  ad- 
miffion  appear  to  have  been  raifed  ; 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  occa- 
fionally  praftifed  on  the  benefit- 
nights  of  authors,  to  the  end  of 
the  laft  century. 

Dramatic  poets  in  thofe  times, 
as  at  prefent,  were  admitted  gra<r 
tis  into  the  threatre. 

The  cuftom  of  paffing  a  final 
cenfure  on  plays  at  their  firft  ex- 
hibition, is  as  ancient  as  the  time 
of  our  author;  for  no  lefs  than 
three  plays  of  his  rival,  Ben  Jon- 
fon,  appear  to  have  been  damned  ; 
and  Fletcher's  Faithful Shepherdefs, 
and  The  Knight  of  the  Burning 
Fejlle,  written  by  him  and  6eau« 
mont,  underwent  the  fame  fate. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  what 
were  the  emoluments  of  a  fuccefT- 
ful  aftor  in  the  time  of  Shak- 
fpeare. They  had  not  then  an- 
nual benefits,  as  at  prefent.  The 
performers  at  each  theatre  feem  to 
have  ftiared  the  profits  arifing 
either  from  each  day's  exhibition, 
or  from  the  whole  feafon,  among 
them.  I  think  it  is  not  unfikely, 
that  the  clear  emoluments  of  the 
theatre,  after  dedu£\ing  whatever 
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was  appropriated  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  houfe,  were  divided  into 
one  hundred  parts,  of  which  the 
aflors  had  various  fhares,  accord- 
ing to  their  rank  and  merit.  From 
Ben  Jbnfon's  Pottajier,  we  learn, 
that  one  of  either  the  performers 
cr  proprietors  had  feven  fhares  and 
9,  half;  but  of  what  integral  fum 
is  npt  mentioned. 


On  the  Origin  of  the-  Englifh  Lan- 
guage. By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Drake, 
.Archaeol.  Vol.  V. 

MR.  Whitaker,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Manchefter,  having  con- 
troverted the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
affirm  the  Englifh  language  to  be 
genuine  and  unmixed  Teutonic, 
and  having  affertcd  it  to  be  of 
Celtic  origin,  a  learned  and  in- 
genious advocate  for  the  former 
opinion,  has  endeavoured  in  the 
following  memoir  to  fupport  it  by 
an  appeal  to  the  fenfes  of  his 
readers. 

As  all  conjeftural  reafoning, 
.  fays  Mr.  Drake,  muft  be  vague 
and  undecifive  upon  this  fubjeft, 
the  moft  folid  and  rational  mode 
of  determining  the  quelHon  will 
be  to  have  recourfe  to  matter  of 
fadi.  For  this  purpofe  1  fhall  take 
a  part  of  a  chapter  in  Ulphilas's 
Gothic  verfion  of  the  gofpel,  a 
work  executed  above  fourteen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  confront 
it  with  the  fame  chapter  of  our 
prefent  tranflation,  and  1  believe, 
Sir,  you  will  be  amazed  at  the 
ftriking  affinity  between  the  two 
languages,  notwithtlanding  the 
different  mediums  through  which 
they  have  defcended,  and  the 
^any  ages  that  have  elapfed  fince 


lo 


they  have  been  feparated.  I  fhall 
make  ufe  of  the  tenth  chapter  of 
St.  John,  though  any  other  would 
equally  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

The  original  Gothic  of  the  iirft 
verfe  is  this : 

Amen  amen  qnuitha  izivis  fa  ni 
aJg.'^ngith  in  thairh  daur  in  garden 
lambe,  ak  fteigith ,  alathro  fa  ift 
hliftus.  Now  that  you  may  have 
a  clearer  view  of  the  connexion  1 
am  endeavouring  to  prove,  I  will 
render  this  verfe  verbatim  into  the 
prefent  Englifh.  Amen  amen  verily 
verily  qzvitha  I  fay  /zw;/  to  yott 
fa  he  that  ni  aigangith  in  entereth 
not  thairh  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ak  but  feigith  climbeth  up. 
alathro  fbme  other  way  y«  he  //?  is 
hliftus  a  thief.  I  will  now  feparate 
the  words  from  the  context,  and, 
by  ar^  accurate  examination  of 
each  particular  one,  1  am  con-  - 
vinced  that,  notwithflanding  tks 
variations  of  orthography  and 
pronunciation  which  necefl'arily 
muft  be  in  the  two  tongues,  it 
will  appear  very  vifibly  that  the 
one  is  the  genuine  produdlion  of 
the  other,  ^nvitba  \  fay. .  Thofe 
who  recolledl  the  old  word  Quoth 
will  eafily  perceive  that  it  is  the 
imperfeft  tenfe  of  this  verb  quitha» 
dicere.  Izivis,  the  Somerfet  dia- 
led for  you.  What  conneftioa 
this  izivis,  to  you,  bad  with  our 
ancient  language,  may  be  feea 
from  this  fentence  of  a  letter 
~  written  to  K.  Henry  the  Vth  by 
the  Earl  of  Salilbury  :  "  We  were 
"  afore  diverfe  places,  what  timf 
**  it  liketh  zoiv  to  fette  on  them, 
"  they  be  not  aMe  to  hold  ajenft 
**  Z01V  no  while."  In  the  fame 
letter _yo«r  is  written  zeur,  which  is 
very  little  different  from  the  Go- 
thic ixwar  veiter.    Jtgattgith  int 

this 
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this  expreflion  for  entererh  muft  be 
familiar  to  an  Engli(h  ear,  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  are  converfant 
with  the  northern  fpeech.  The 
peafants  in  Yorkfhire,  particularly 
in  the  Weft  Riding,  apply  the 
verb  to  gang  in  general  for  to  go. 
It  was  the  common  language  of 
our  ancient  poets,  and  Johnfon 
has  inferted  it  in  his  dictionary  as 
fynonimous  with  to  go,  from  which 
many  nouns  are  apparently  de- 
rived, as  a  gang  fignifying  a  num- 
ber herding  together,  that  go, 
metaphorically  fpeaking,  the  fame 
way  ;  gangweek,  rogation  week, 
and  the  gangway  in  a  fliip.  Thairu 
daur  for  through  the  door  is  too 
obvious  a  refemblance  to  take  no- 
tice of.  In  garden  lambe.  In  the 
iheepfold.  This  is  a  compound 
word,  the  latter  part  of  it,  lambe, 
requires  no  explication  ;  the  for- 
mer, gardan,  may  appear  at  firft 
fight  foreign  to  us,  but  it  realiy  is 
not  fo,  but  naturally  inherent  both 
in  the  Saxon  and  Englifh  lan- 
guages. Gard  in  its  primary  fig- 
nification  denoted  a  houfe,  as,  Ni 
faretth  us  gar  da  in  ^ard.  Go  not 
from  houle  to  houfe  ;  but  was 
transferred  from  this  original 
meaning  to  exprefs  an  inclofure  of 
any  kind,  fepem  vel  munimentum 
claudens  aliquid ;  hence  the  Goths 
laid,  aurtigard  horcus  ;  whence  the 
Saxons  had  their  ortgearde,  and  we 
our  orchard.  And  it  is  obfervable 
in  this  inftance,  that  all  the  Eu- 
ropean tongues  that  have  the  leaft 
mixture  of  Gothifm  in  them,  have 
in  general  interpreted  the  Latin 
hortut  with  words  originating  from 
this  gard :  as  French,  ^ardin  ; 
Italian,  Giardino ;  Spanifh,  Gar- 
din  ;  German,  Gardo  ;  Danifli, 
Gaard;  Dutch,  Gaerde ;    Engliih, 
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Garden.  Another  noun  the  Goths 
have  formed  in  compofition  with 
gard  is  weingard,  fignifying  an  in- 
clofure of  vines,  from  which  the 
Saxon  and  our  vineyard  is  made. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  impertinent 
in  this  place  to  advife  the  gentle- 
men who  are  engaged  in  the  vine- 
yard controverfy,  as  fome  of  their 
arguments  fcem  drawn  from  the 
force  and  origin  of  the  term  vine- 
yard and  others  relative  to  it,  not 
to  ftop  their  enquiries  at  the  Sax- 
on, but  to  apply  to  the  fountain's 
head,  the  Goths,  for  their  in- 
formation— Antiquos  accedere  fon- 
tes — rhey  will  there  be  fupplied 
with  not  only  nueingard,  but  alfo 
nveintriu  a  vine,  <vjeinabafge  grapes, 
fweinatains  a  vine  branch,  and  others. 
We  are  told  by  the  Hanoverian 
Knictel,  who  publilhed  a  fragment 
of  Gothic  literature,  lately  found 
in  that  country,  that  Bufbequius, 
who  vifited  the  leiTer  Tartary,  the 
early  refidence  of  the  Goths,  found 
there  an  infinite  number  of  words 
and  phrafes  of  Gothic  birth,  and 
among  the  reft  this  weingard  pure 
and  unadultered.  However,  to 
put  an  end  to  this  term,  if  the 
fupporters  of  the  Celtic  fyftem 
deny  the  refemblance  here,  we  are 
at  liberty  to  introduce  the  Saxon 
Jceape  falde,  equally  Teutonic,  the 
root  indifputably  of  our  iheepfold. 
But  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  I  am 
apprehenfive  the  learned  Mr.  Bar- 
rington,  in  his  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Pegge  about  the  Englifli  vineyards, 
has  made  a  miftake  as  to  matter 
of  fadl.  "  There  is  great  reaibn," 
fays  that  gentleman,  ••  to  think 
•*  that  the  Saxons  had  no  term 
"  for  a  grape,  or  the  fruit  of  the 
*'  vine;  for  that  paffage  in  St. 
"  Matthew,  Do  men  gather  grapes 

"  of  ' 
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*  "  of  thorns  ?  runs  thus  in  the 
"  Saxon  verfion,  cuithes  ut  fom- 
*'  nigas  of  thornum  wvas.  It  feems 
*'  evident,"  concludes  he,  "  that 
•*  the  tranflator  h;id  no  Saxon 
"  word  for  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
*•  otherwife  he  vvoald  not  have 
"  ufed  the  Latin  term  wvas.** 
Now  it  unfortunately  happens, 
that  in  the  Saxon  tranflation  of  the 
gofpel  that  is  now  open  before  me, 
not  tlie  Latin  but  the  Saxon  noun 
is  made  ufe  of  in  the  above-men- 
tioned place :  c^uoyji  thu  gaderath 
man  <winberian  of  thornum  ;  where 
you  will  obferve,  that  nuinberian  is 
the  Saxon  word  for  grapes  or  the 
fruit  of  the  vine*  ;  and  this  term 
occurs  repeatedly  in  the  verfion  of 
the  Heptateuch.  When  Mofes 
fent  out  the  fpies  to  examine  the 
land  of  Canaan,  we  are  told  in 
©ur  bible;  that  the  time  was  the 
time  of  the  firft  ripe  grapes  j  and 
in  the  Saxon  tranflation  hitivas  tha 
tima  that  iKinberian  ripodon.      This 

}■  word  ivinberian  or  grapes  feems  to 
be  perfeftly  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  language,  for  berries 
in  compound  exprefs  the  fruit  of 
many  of  our  trees  and  (hrubs  in 
our  prefent  fpeech,  as  mulberries, 
rafljerries,  Urawberries,  black  ber- 
ries, goofeberries;  and  inYorkfhire, 
where  more  genuine  Saxon  is  re- 
tained, than  in  any  other  part  of 
England,  they  in  general  fay  cur- 
rantberries.  Steigeth  clirnbeth  up, 
may  alfo  with  feme  attention  be 
traced  in  our  language,  Johnfon 
has  the  verb  to  Jiy,  which  he  in- 
terprets  to  foar  or  afcend ;  hence 


the  fubftantive  JiiU  explained  as  a 
fet  of  fteps  to  pafs  from  one  in- 
clofure  to  another ;  and  in  the 
north  of  England,  the  common 
appellation  for  a  ladder,  among 
the  lower  fort  of  people  is,  a.  fieei 
all  derivative  from  the  Gothick 
fleigan. 

Alothre,  We  can  difcern  our 
other  in  this  word. 

IJl  hli/tus,  is  a  thief.  However 
unconnedled  with  the  Englifii  hlif- 
tus  may  appear,  yet  an  accurate 
obferver  may  find  it  lurking  in  a 
compound.  Shoplifting,  a  prac- 
tice pretty  prevalent  in  this  town, 
is  undoubtedly  deducible  from  it; 
and  I  remember  that  a  very  fen- 
fible  gen:Iem.in,  who  had  been 
fome  time  in  Scotland,  informed 
me,  that  be  heard  a  man  arraign- 
ed in  a  court  of  juilice  in  that 
kingdom  for  the  cri.me  of  cowlift- 
ing,  which  he  found  upon  the  trial 
to  mean  the  ftealing  of  a  cow. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Gothick  bliftus  is  the 
Greek  Yjkfnlr.^t  the  aipirate  being 
aflumed  inftcad  of  the  K.  This 
analogy  is  obfervable  in  our  mo- 
dern Englifli,  as  hollonu  is  madei 
from  KotXo?,  and  hede  for  K»j^o?, 
and  we  have  many  other  inftances 
of  the  fame  nature.  The  refem- 
blance  indeed  between  the  Gothick 
and  the  Greek  is  fo  ftriking  and 
remarkable,  that  many  learned 
men  have  judged  them  to  be  only 
different  dialeds  of  the  fame  radi- 
cal tongue.  Thefe  are  the  fenti- 
ments  of  that  great  mafter  of  Nor- 
thern literature  Francilcus  Junius; 


*  The  pafTage  however  is  3ccu:ate'y  leferred  to,  and  to  be  found,  in  Dr. 
Hick^s's  Anglo-Sa5con  grainmar,  p.  92,  v.li  le  wvas  is  uftd  for  grapts,  though 
the  word  may  be  rendered  nvinbenan  in  ihe  printed  vtiliun  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
jofpel,  which  is  not  cited  iu  the  Archseologia,  vol.  in.  p.  l^. 

**  Linguam 
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•*  Linguam  Gothicam,"  fays  he, 
**  (ut  quae  fola  dialedo  differat  a 
•*  Graeca  vetere)  ab  eadem  ori- 
•'  gine  cum  Graeca  profluxiffe  ju- 
•*  dicabam/'  And  Dr.  Hickes 
tells  us,  that  "  Gothica  lingua  in 
*•  multis  locis  Greciflat."  To 
which  opinion,  I  confefs,  I  am 
much  inclined  to  accede,  as  it  feems 
the  only  rational  way  to  account 
for  that  variety  of  Greek  idioms 
and  terms  that  are  fo  pleotifully 
interfperfed  in  oar  language. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  fecond 
Verfe : 

Sa  inngangands  thairh  daur,  hair- 
Jets  ejl  lumbe. 

Sa  he  that  ingattgand  entereth 
in  thauru  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ift  is  hairdeis  the  Ihepherd 
lambe  of  the  fheep. 

The  only  word  not  noticed  in  the 
preceding  verfe  is  hairdeis,  which 
the  Saxons  call  fceapa  hyrde,  and 
we  ihepherd.  Perhaps  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  inform  you  that  hairdeis, 
joined  with  fome  particular  fpecies 
of  cattle,  denotes  the  perfon  that 
has  the  management  of  them  in  our 
prefent  Englilh,  as  ihepherd,  fwine- 
herd,  goatiherd,  neatherd. 

The  third  verfe  runs  thus : 

Thamm  dauraiuards  unlukiih ,  j ah 
tho  lamha  Jiibna  is  haufgand,  jah 
tho  lamba  haitith  bi  namin, 

^ha7nm  to  him  daura<wards  the 
porter  unlukith  openeth,  jah  and 
tho  lambe  the  iheep  haufgand  hear 
is  fiibna  his  voice,  jah  and  haitith 
he  calleth  lambe  the  iheep  hi  tmtnin 
by  name. 

The  iirfl  word  that  occurs  here 
is  daura'wards,  which  being  of  the, 
compoiite  kind  iigniiies  eftiarius  or 
doorkeeper.  The  Saxons  call  him 
greateiuearde,  but  we  have  adopted- 
a  French  terra  porter*    If  aids  is 


formed  from  the  Gothick  verb 
ivardan  gujlodire,  which  fupplies 
us  with  many  terms  derivative 
from  it  ;  as  to  ward,  a  ward, 
warden  of  a  college  or  cinque  ports, 
a  warder  of  the  tower, .  vvardihip, 
and  many  others.  Unlukith  open- 
eth, certainly  puts  us  in  mind  of 
unlocketh,  from  which  it  is  de- 
rived. As  for  haufgand,  auriiunt, 
I  ihall  not  venture  to  deduce  /• 
hi'ar  from  it,  fhall  therefore  take 
the  Saxon  hyrath  inftead  of  ic, 
which  is  equally  Teutonick.  Stibna 
voice,  from  which  the  Saxon» 
made  ftefne,  is  at  prefent  quite  ob- 
folete,  but  fome  centuries  ago  it 
prevailed  very  general,  as  our  old 
ballads  will  bear  witnefs,  which 
feem  to  have  had  no  other  word 
for  voice  than  fle'vin,  and  it  wa« 
even  ufed  fo  low  as  Spenfer.  From 
haitan,  'vocare  vel  appellare,  we  per- 
ceive our  old  Engliih  word  highit 
named  or  called.  Bi  namin  and 
by  name  correfpond  foexadlly,  that 
one  is  amazed  that  the  fpace  of 
fourteen  hundred  years  thould 
make  fo  fmall  an  alteration  in  9 
language. 

The  fourth  verfe  is  this: 
Faura  im  gangith  jah  tho  lamha 
ina  laiflgand,  unte  kunnum  fitbna  is. 
Gangith  he  goeth  faura  im  before 
them  jah  and  tho  lamba  tt)e  fheep 
laiflgand  follow  ina  him,  unte  for 
kunnum  they  know  is  flebna  hit 
voice.  As  to  laiflgand  they  follow, 
1  muft  acknowledge,  I  can  trace 
no  veilige  relative  to  it  in  our  lan- 
guage. The  Saxon,  however,  fur- 
nifhcs  w%\N\\.\ifyliyeath  from  whence 
our  folioiu.  Kunnan,  fci re,  appea.r& 
in  various  inftances,  as  to  kenn,  to 
know,  and  many  nouns  dependent 
upon  thofe  verbs. 

Verfe  5  th.  Framathgana  ni  laifl- 
gand. 
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gffnd,  eik  fiuihayid  faura  imma,  unte 
fit  kunnun  framathgane  Jiibna.  Ni 
/aijfgaad  they  will  not  follow /ra- 
matbgana  a  ftranger,  ak  but  Jiui- 
hand  will  flee /iiara  imma  frcm  or 
before  him,  unte  for  ni  kunnan  they 
know  not7?/^«athe  \oice  framath- 
^a«flof  ftrangers.  The  firll  claufe 
of  this  verfe,  it  muft  be  confelTed, 
is  perfeftly  unintelligible  to  an 
Englifh  ear,  but  the  Saxon  is  not 
io  ;  ne  fyliyeath  they  will  not  follow 
uncuthum  the  unknown  or  ftranger. 
Uncouth  is  an  Englilh  word,  and  in 
its  primary  acceptation  fignified 
unknown ;  the  prefent  ufe  how- 
ever has  made  it  fomewhat  deviate 
from  that  fenfe.  Milton  has  given 
it  its  original  meaning,  when  Ra- 
phael gives  Adam  the  reafon  why 
he  was  abfent  at  the  time  of  his 
creation. 

For  I  that  day  was  abfent,  as  befel, 
Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth  and  obfcure, 
Far  on  excurfion  towards  the  gates  of  hdl. 

The  radix,  however,  of  this 
word  is  difcernable  in  the  Gothick, 
for  in  a  chapter  or  two  beyond 
this  we  meet  with  kuntha  I  have 
known,  and  by  prefixing  the  ne- 
gative particle  »;z  which  prevailed 
much  among  the  Goths,  as  aabai- 
Tans,  barren,  aabarnas,  childlefs, 
we  form  the  compound  ««kunt'ha. 
Sax.  a^coutha,  Eng.  a«couth  and 
awknown. 

But  to  go  on  with  the  next 
verfe : 

Than  qivath  aftra  du  im  "Jai/ut, 
Amen  Amen  qnuitha  I'zivis,  thata  ik 
am  daur  lambe.  Than  thtrtjai/us 
Jefus  qnjoath  fay'd  du  im  to  them 
aftra  again  or  after,  amen  amen 
verily  verily  quitha  I  fay  izijuis  to 
you,  thata  that  ik  am  I  am  daur 
thedoor  /ambe  of  the  ihsep. 

Vol.  XXill. 


Here  is  nothing  not  taken  no- 
tice of,  fo  fhall  proceed  to  the 
next : 

Aliai  pwa  magnagai  fa  qnxemun 
thiubos  find,  ak  ni  haufidedun  im  tha 
lamba,  Allai  fiua  managai  fnjua 'dW 
the  many  that  qivemun  came  fnd 
are  thiubos  thiefs,  ak  but  tho  lamba 
the  (heep  ni  baufidenun  did  not  hear 
im  them. 

Allai,  our  a- 1. 

Managai,  the  root  of  this  word 
is  managt  which  by/oftning  the  g 
in  the  pronunciation,  becomes  the 
Englifli  many. 

^.vemun,  'venire  Sax.  cuman, 
Eng.  to  come. 

Thiubs  hence  the  Saxon  theofa 
and  our  thief.  We  muft  remember 
that  this  word  is  fynonymous  wita 
hiiftus. 

But  to  the  next  verfe  : 

Thiubs  the  thief  ni  qiuimlth  Com- 
eth not  nibai  but  for  filai  to  fteal 
jah  and  fnithai  to  k'\]\  Jah  and  fra- 
'vifgai  to  deftroy.  Ik  qixiam  I  am 
come  ei  that  aigeina  they  might 
hsive  li bain  life. 

Nibai  is  not  Englilh,  the  Saxons 
h3L\e  butan  from  whence  our  buf^, 
except. 

Sti/ai,  the  dulled  /ight  may  per- 
ceive the  origin  of  to  jleal. 

Snitha  is  the  Saxon  fnidan  or 
fnithan,  and  the  German  fniden 
Jcin^erei  and  we  have  yet  a  glimpfe 
of  it  among  us.  Littleton  in  his 
diftionary  mentions  fnithe,  which 
he  interprets  mentus  pergcUdus,  and 
which  we  may  properly  call  a  cut- 
ting wind  :  the  accurate  Ainfvvorth 
has  copied  it  from  him,  but  John- 
fon  has  taken  no  notice  of  it.  Th^ 
Saxon  vcrfion  makes  ufe  of  Jlca, 
from  which  our  flay. 

Fra^vijigai,  no  remains  of  this 
obfervable  in  Englifli.    The  Saxon 

M  fays 


i62       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1786. 

f&ys  for  Jo  to  deftroy-     Our  Shak- 
fpeare  ufes  it  in  the  fame  fenfe. 
Thus  in  Hamlet, 


This  is  the  very  cxtafie  of  love, 
Whofe  violent  pr&perty  fordoes  Itfeif. 

Lii/a,  from  which  the  Saxon  lif 
and  our  life. 

Jigan,  habere,  a  Gothick  noun 
from  this  verb  aihn,  is  explained 
peculiar  is  £ff  propria  poffej/io  ;  hence 
the  Englifh  cwn. 

The  fucceeding  verfe  Is  very  re- 
markably Englifh  : 

Ik  ant  I  am  god  hairdeis  the  good 
fliepherd,  fa  god  hairdeis  the  good 
ftiepherd  lagitb  layeth  down  fai- 
ivala  his  life  or  foul  faura  lamba 
for  the  fheep. 

I  fliall  only  obferve,  that  Ul- 
philas  has  more  accurately  turned 
the  Greek  tIOuo-i  t^v  ■4'f%»ii'  by 
lagith  fai'voala  than  has  been  done 
by  the  Englifh  tranflators. 

The  twelfth  verfe: 

Afneis  an  hireling  faiquiih  feeth 
*wulf  the  wolf  quimandan  coming, 
jah  and  hitbitb  leaveth  tbaim  lamham 
the  ^tf^tjah  z.\i^fiiutb  fleeth. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  hunt  for 
any  appearance  of  afneis^  mercena- 
rius,  in  our  tongue.  The  Saxons 
adopt  hyrelinge  for  the  fame  lignifi- 
cation,  and  we  hireling,  Leithith 
is  eafily  melted  down  to  lea^veth,  fo 
is  fiuth  into  fieetb.  As  to  nuulf  it 
fpeaks  for  itlelf. 
The  thirteenth : 
Sa  afneis  the  hireling^/«/i&  fleeth 
unte  becaufe  ijl  he  is  afneis  an  hire- 
Iing,_/«Z'  and  ni  ift  kar  there  is  no 
care  imma  to  him  lambe  of  the 
deep. 

Ni  ijl  kar  imma  lamba  is  very  in- 
telligible indeed. 

The  fourteenth  verfe  : 

Ik  im    I  am  go  da  hairdeis  the 


good  ftiepherdyfl/6  and  kann  knoxv 
meina  mine,  jah  and  tneina  min^ 
kunnen  know  mik  me. 

The  fifteenth  : 

Siua  as  (fo)  atta  the  father  kann 
knoweth  mik  aic,jah  and  ik  kann  I 
know  ait  an  the  fatherj^ai*  and  laga 
I  lay  down  meina  fainvala  my  life 
faura  tho  lamba  for  the  Iheep. 

Here  is  nothing  to  be  particu- 
larly obferved  except  the  word 
attan  the  father.  From  what 
fource  the  Goths  drew  it  the  Kharp- 
eft  inveftigators  of  languages  have 
not  been  able  as  yet  to  difcover  ; 
for  that  people  have  neither  com- 
municated it  to  the  Saxons  or  to 
any  of  their  various  defcendents ; 
however  we  muft  take  notice,  that 
though  atta  is  regularly  made  ufe 
of  when  a  father  folely  is  denoted, 
yet  when  parents  are  intended, 
Ulphilas's  verfion  always  fubfti- 
tutes  fadrein,  the  radix  indifput- 
ably  of  the  Saxon  fader  and  our 
father. 

To  this  fpecimen  let  me  add, 
that  every  circumftance  that  confti- 
tutes  the  true  genius  of  a  language, 
is  vifibly  derived  to  the  Englilli 
from  the  Goths  and  Saxons.  The 
articles,  flexion  of  the  genitive  cafe, 
prepofitions,  and  auxiliary  verbs 
are  all  abfolutely  Teutonick.  If 
the  Goths  fay  ik  am,  thu  'was,  thu 
magaifi,  thu  maightes,  thu  fkuldais, 
thumofais,ikfial',  the  Englifh  in 
the  fame  mode  of  (peaking  repeat 
after  them,  I  am,  thou  ivas,  thou 
mayjl,  thou  might s,  thoU  ficuldjl,  thou 
muji,  I  frail. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  finiflied  what  I 
had  to  fay  upon  the  comparifon  of 
the  two  languages  the  Gothick  and 
theEnglifli,  and,  I  think,  a  man 
muft  be  little  fagacious  in  diftin- 
gui(hing  likenefies  who  does  not 
difcover 
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difcover  that  the  one  is  the  natural 
defcendant  of  the  other;  their 
complexions,  their  manners,  their 
features,  are  exadlly  fimilar,  and  I 
challenge  the  deepeft  enquirer  into 
the  Ceitick  to  produce  fodecifive  a 
proof  of  any  affinity  of  that  tongue 
with  ours.  The  Britifli,  to  fpeak 
plainly,  has  little  or  no  refemblance 
to  the  Engli(h.  Many  of  their 
terms  may  have  gained  admiflion 
among  us,  as  from  the  vicinity  and 
long  intercourfe  we  have  had  with 
that  people  may  neceffarily  be  ima- 
gined, but  their  idioms  and  genius 
are  as  radically  and  eflentially  dif- 
ferent as  any  two  languages  can 
poffibly  be. 


TJhe  follo<wing  Article  is  taken  from, 
the  Appendix  to  Martin's  Hijiory 
of  Thetford. 

IT  is  copied  from  an  original  re- 
cord in  that  borough,  whea 
John  le  Forreller  was  mayor  ia 
the  tenth  year  of  Edward  III. 
A.  1336.  It  is  fo  far  curious,  as  it 
exhibits  an  authentic  account  of 
the  value  of  many  articles  at  that 
time;  being  a  bill,  inferted  in  the 
town-book,  of  theexpences  Attend- 
ing the  fending  two  light  horfe- 
men  from  Thetford,  to  the  army 
which  was  to  march  againft  the 
Scots  that  year. 


/.     s. 

To  two  men  chofen  to  go  into  the  army  againft  Scotland  i  o 
For  cloth,  and  to  the  taylor  for  making  it  into  \.^o  goivns  o  6 
For  two  pair  of  gloves,  and  a  flick  or  ftaff  —  00 

For  two  horfes  —  —  —  — •  *    *  S 

For  (hoeing  thefe  horfes  —  —  —  00 

For  two  pair  of  boots  for  the  light  horfemen  —  o     z 

Paid  to  a  lad  for  going  with  the  mayor'  (to  Lenn)  *  to  take 

*  care  of  the  horfes  •  —  —  —00 
To  a  boy  for  a  letter  at  Lenn,'  (viz.  carrying  it  thither)  o  o 
Expences  for  the  horfes  of  two  light  horfemen  for  four  days 

♦  before  they  departed  —  —  —  01 


o 

II 

z 

of 

4 

8 

3 
3 


The  diftance  between  Thetford  and  Lynn  is  about  33  miles. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


Hifory  of  Gardening.     From  Wal- 
pole'j    Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  ^ 
England. 

GARDENING  was  probably 
one  of  the  firft  arts  that  fuc- 
ceeded  to  that  of  building  houfes, 
and  naturally  attended  property 
and  individual  pofl'effion.  Culi- 
nary, and  afterwards  medicinal 
herbs,  were  the  objeds  of  every 
head  of  a  family :  it  became  con- 
venient to  have  them  within  reach, 
without  feeking  them  at  random 
in  woods,  in  meadows,  and  on 
mountains,  as  often  as  they  were 
wanted.  When  the  earth  ceafed 
to  furnifti  fpontaneoufly  all  thefe 
primitive  luxuries,  and  culture  be- 
came requifite,  feparate  inclofures 
for  rearing  herbs  grew  expedient. 
Fruits  were  in  the  fame  predica^ 
ment,  and  thofe  moll  in  ufe  or 
that  demand  attention,  muft  have 
entered  into  and  extended  the  do- 
meHic  inclofure. 

Matters,  we  may  well  believe, 
remained  long  in  this  fituation  ; 
and  though  the  generality  of  man- 
kind form  their  ideas  from  the  im- 
port of  words  in  their  own  age,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  think  that  for 
many  centuries  the  term  garden 
implied  more  than  akitchen-garden 
or  orchard.  When  a  Frenchman 
reads  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  I  do 


not  do-ubt  but  he  concludes  it  wa? 
fomething  approaching  to  that  of 
Verfailles,  with  dipt  hedges,  ber- 
ceaus,  and  trellis-work.  If  his  de- 
votion humbles  him  fo  far  as  to 
allow  that,  confidering  who  de- 
figned  it,  there  might  be  a'  laby- 
rinth full  of  ^fop's  fables,  yet  he 
does  not  conceive  that  four  of  the 
largeft  rivers  in  the  world  were 
half  fo  magnificent  as  an  hundred 
fountains  full  of  ftatues  by  Girar- 
don.  It  is  thus  that  the  word 
garden  has  at  all  times  paffed  for 
whatever  was  underftood  by  that 
term  in  different  countries.  But 
that  it  meant  no  more  than  a 
kitchen-garden  or  orchard  for  fe- 
veral  centuries,  is  evident  fr»ni 
thofe  few  defcriptions  that  are  pre- 
ferved  of  the  moil  famous  gardens 
of  antiquity. 

That  of  Alcinous,  in  the  Odyf- 
{ty^  i»  the  moft  renowned  in  the 
heroic  times.  Is  there  an  admirer 
of  Homer  who  can  read  his  de- 
fcription  without  rapture;  or  who 
does  not  form  to  his  imagination 
a  fcene  of  delights  more  pifturefque 
than  the  landfcapes  of  Tinian  or 
Juan  Fernandez?  Yet  what  was 
that  boafted  Paradife  with  which 

the  gods  ordain'd 
To  grace  Alcinous  and  his  happy  land  f 

Pope. 

■^hy. 
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on  terraffes  and  the  walls  of  the 
palace,  whither  foil  was  conveyed 
on  purpofe,  we  are  very  certain  of 
what  they  were,  not ;  I  mean  they 
muft  have  been  trifling,  of  no  ex- 
tent, and  a  wanton  inftance  of  ex- 
pence  and  labour.  In  other  words, 
they  were  what  fumptuous  gardens 
have  been  in  all  ages  till  the  prc- 
fent,  unnatural,  enriched  by  art, 
poffibly  with  fountains,  ftatues, 
baluftrades,  and  fummer-houfes, 
and  were  any  thing  but  verdant 
9nd  rural. 

From  the  days  of  Homer  ta 
thofe  of  Pliny,  we  have  no  traces 
to  lead  our  guefs  to  what  were  the 
gardens  of  the  Intervening  ages. 
When  Roman  authors,  whofe  cli- 
mate inftilled  a  wi(h  for  cool  re- 
treats, fpeak  of  their  enjoyments 
in  that  kind,  they  figh  for  grottos, 
caves,  and  the  refrefliing  hollows 
of  mountains,  near  irriguous  and 
ihady  founts ;  or  boaft  of  their  por- 
ticos, walks  of  planes,  canals, 
baths  and  breezes  from  the  fea. 
Their  gardens  are  never  men- 
tioned as  affording  fhade  and  fhel-. 
ter  from  the  rage  of  the  dog-ftar. 
Pliny  has  left  us  defcriptions  of 
two  of  his  villas.  As  he  ufed  his 
Laurentine  villa  for  his  winter-re- 
treat, it  is  not  furprifing  that  the 
garden  makes  no  confiderable  part 
of  the  account.  All  he  fays  of  it 
is,  that  the  geftatio  or  place  of  ex- 
ercife,  which  furrounded  the  garden 
(the  latter  confequently  not  being 
very  large)  was  bounded  by  a 
hedge  of  box,  and  where  that  was 
perilhed,  with  rofemary  ;  that  there 
was  a  walk  of  vines,  and  that  moil: 
of  the  trees  were  fig  and  mulberry, 
the  foil  not  being  proper  for  any 
other  forts. 

On  his  Tufcan  villa  he  is  morf 
di/Fufe,  the  garden  m»kes  a  coq-> 

M  3  fiderablf 


Why,  divefted  of  harmonious 
Greek  and  bewitching  poetry,  it 
was  a  fmall  orchard  and  vineyard, 
with  fome  beds  of  herbs  and  two 
^  fountains  that  watered  them,  in- 
clofed  within  a  quickfet  hedge. 
The  whole  compafs  of  this  pom- 
pous garden  inclofed'«^four  acres. 

Four  acreswasih'  allotted  fpace  of  ground, 
Fenc'd  with  a  green  indofure  all  around. 

The  trees  were  apples,  figs,  pome- 
granates, pear$,  olives,  and  vines. 

Tall  thriving  trees  confefs'd  the  fruitful 
mold ; 

The  redning  apple  ripens  into  gold. 

Here  the  blue  fxg  with  lufcious  juice  o'er- 
llows. 

With  deeper  fed  the  full  pomegranate 
glows. 

The  branch  here  bends  beneath  the  weigh- 
ty pear, 

And  verdant  olives  flourifh  round  the 
year. 

'r  -f:  Of!  *  ft;  ^ 

Beds  of  all  various  herbs,  for  ever  green, 
In  beauteous  order  terminate  the  fcene. 

AIcinous*s  garden  was  planted  by 
the  poet,  enriched  by  him  with 
the  fairy  gift  of  eternal  fummer, 
and  no  doubt  an  effort  of  imagina- 
tion furpaffing  any  thing  he  had 
ever  feen.  As  he  had  beftowed 
on  the  fame  happy  prince  a  palace 
with  brazen  walls  and  columns  of 
filver,  he  certainly  intended  that 
the  garden  fhould  be  proportion- 
ably  magnificent.  We  are  fure 
therefore  that  as  late  as  Homer's 
age,  an  inclofure  of  four  acres, 
comprehending  orchard,  vineyard 
and  kitchen-garden,  was  a  ffr^tch 
of  luxury  the  world  at  that  time 
had  never  beheld. 

The  hanging  gardens  of  Baby- 
lon were  a  ftill  greater  prodigy. 
We  are  not  acquainted  with  their 
difpofition  or  contents ;  but  as  they 
^re  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed 
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fiderable  part  of  the  defcription  — 
and  what  was  the  principal  beauty 
of  that  pleafure-ground?  Exaftly 
what  was  the  admiration  of  this 
country  about  threefcore  years 
ago;  box-trees  cut  into  monfters, 
animals,'  letters,  and  the  names  of 
the  mafter  and  the  artificer.  In  an 
age  when  architefture  difplayed  all 
its  grandeur,  all  its  purity,  and 
all  its  tafte  ;  when  arofe  Vefpafian's 
amphitheatre,  the  temple  of  Peace, 
Trajan's  forum,  Domitian's  baths, 
and  Adrian's  villa,  the  ruins  and 
veftiges  of  which  fiill  excite  our 
aftonifhment  and  curiofity  ;  a  Ro- 
man conful,  a  pel i filed  emperor's 
friend,  and  a  man  of  elegant  li- 
terature and  tafte,  delighted  in 
•what  the  mob  now  fcarce  admire 
in  a  college-garden.  All  the  in- 
gredients of  Pliny's  correfponded 
exaftly  with  thofe  laid  out  by  Lon- 
don and  Wife  on  Dutch  princi- 
ples. He  talks  of  flopcs,  terraffes, 
a  wildernefs,  Ihrubs  methodically 
trimmed,  a  marble  bafon,  pipes 
fpouting  water,  a  cafcade  falling 
into  the  bafon,  bay- trees,  alter- 
nately planted  with  planes,  and  a 
llrait  walk,  from  whence  iffued 
others  parted  off  by  hedges  of -box, 
and  apple-trees,  with  obelilks 
placed  between  every  two.  There 
wants  nothing  but  the  embroidery 
of  a  parterre,  to  make  a  garden 
in  the  reign  of  Trajan  ferve  for  a 


defcription  of  one  in  that  of  King 
William  *.  In  one  paffage  above 
Pliny  feems  to  have  conceived  that 
natural  irregularity  might  be  a 
beauty  ;  /«  opere  urhanijjimo,  fays 
he,  fubita  velut  iilati  ruris  imita- 
tio.  Something  like  a  rural  view 
was  contrived  amidll  fo  much  po- 
liihed  compofltion.  But  the  idea 
foon  vanifhed,  lineal  walks  im- 
mediately enveloped  the  flight 
fcene,  and  names  and  infcriptions 
in  box  again  fucceeded  to  com  pen- 
fate  for  the  daring  introdudion  of 
nature. 

In  the  paintings  found  at  Her- 
culaneum  are  a  few  traces  of  gar- 
dens, as  may  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  the  prints.  They 
are  fmall  fquare  inclofures  formed 
by  trellis-work,  and  efpaliersf, 
and  regularly  ornamenced  with 
vafes,  fountains  and  careatides, 
elegantly  fymmetrical,  and  proper 
for  the  narrow  fpaces  allotted  to  the 
garden  of  a  houfe  in  a  capital  city. 
From  fuch  I  would  not  banifh  thofe 
playful  waters  thatrefrefti  a  fultry 
manfion  in  town,  nor  the  neat  trel- 
lis, which  preferves  its  wooden  verr- 
dure  better  than  natural  greens 
expofed  to  duft.  Thofe  treillages 
in  the  gardens  at  Paris,  particu- 
larly on  the  Boulevard,  have  a  gay 
and  delightful  effeft.— They  form 
light  corridores,  and  tranfpicuous 
arbours   through  which  the  fun- 


*  Dr.  Plot,  In  his  natural  hiilory  of  Oxfordfliire,  p.  380,  feems  to  hava 
teen  a  great  admirer  of  trtes  carved  into  the  moft  heterogeneous  forms,  which 
he  calls  topiary  ivorks,  and  quotes  one  Laurembergius  for  faying  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  are  as  exj)ert  as  molt  nations  in  that  kind  of  fculpturcj  for  wliich  Hamp-r 
ton-court  was  particularly  remaikable.  The  doflor  then  names  other  gardens 
that  flouriflied  with  animals,  and  caftles,  formed  arte  topiaria,  and  above  all  a 
wren's  neft  that  was  capacious  enough  to  receive  a  man  to  fit  on  a  feat  made 
within  it  for  that  purpofe. 

f  At  Warwick-caitle  is  an  ancient  fuit  of  arras,  in  which  there  is  a  garden 
p^adiy  reiembling  thefe  figures  of  Herculaneym, 
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beams  play  and  chequer  the  fhade, 
fat  ofF  the  ftacues,  vifes  and  flow- 
ers, that  marry  with  their  gaudy 
hotels,  and  fuit  the  galant  and  idle 
fociety  who  paint  the  walks  be- 
tween their  parterres,  and  realize 
the  fantaftic  fcenes  of  Watteaa 
and  Durfe. 

We  do  not  precifely  know  what 
our  anceftors  meant  by  a  bower, 
it  wa?  probably  an  arbour;  fome- 
times  it  meant  the  whole  frittered 
inclofure,  and  in  one  inftance  it 
certainly  included  a  labyrinth. 
Rofamond's  bower  was  indifput- 
ably  of  that  kind,  though  whether 
compofed  of  walls  or  hedges  we 
cannot  determine.  A  fquare  and 
a  round  labyrinth  were  fo  capital 
ingredients  of  a  garden  formerly, 
that  in  Du  Cerceau's  architedure, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  111.  there  is  fcarce 
a  ground-plot  without  one  of  each. 
The  enchantment  of  antique  ap» 
peilations  has  confecrated  a  pleaf- 
ing  idea  of  a  royal  refidence,  of 
which  we  now  regret  the  extinction. 
Havering  in  the  bower,  the  join- 
ture of  many  dowager  queens,  con- 
veys to  us  the  notion  of  a  romantic 
fcene. 

In  Kip's  views  of  the  feats  of 
our  nobility  and  gentry,  we  fee 
the  fame  tirefome  and  returning 
uniformity.  Every  houie  is  ap- 
proached by  two  or  three  gardens, 
confiding  perhaps  of  a  gravel-walk 
and  two  grafs- plats,  or  borders  of 
/lowers.  Each  rifes  above  the 
Other  by  two  or  three  fteps,  and 
as  many  walls  and  terralfes ;  and 
fo  many  iron-gates,  that  we  re- 
colieft  thofe  ancient  romances,  in 
which  every  entrance  was  guarded 
by  nymphs  or  dragons.  At  lady 
Orford's  at  Piddleton  in  Dorfet- 
Siire,  there  was^  when  my  brother 


married,  a  double  i.-xclofure  of 
thirteen  gardens,  each  1  foppofe 
not  an  hundred  feet  fquare,  with 
an  enfilade  of  correfpondent  gates  ; 
and  before  you  arrived  at  thefe, 
you  paffed  a  narrow  gut  between 
two  ftone  terrafles,  that  rofe  above 
your  head,  snd  which  were  crown- 
ed by  a  line  of  pyramidal  yews. 

Yet  though  thefe  and  fuch  pre- 
pofterous  inconveniencies  prevailed 
from  age  to  age,  good  fenfe  in 
this  country  had  perceived  the  want 
of  fomething  at  once  more  grand 
and  more  natural.  Thefe  reflec- 
tions and  the  bounds  fet  to  the  wafte 
made  by  royal  fpoilers,  gave  ori- 
gin to  parks.  They  were  con- 
tra£led  forefts,  and  extended  gar- 
dens. Hentiner  fays,  that  accord- 
ing to  Rous  of  Warwick  the  firft 
park  was  that  at  Woodftock.  If 
fo,  it  might  be  the  foundation  of 
a  legend  that  Henry  II.  fecured 
his  miftrefs  in  a  labyrinth  :  it  was 
no  doubt  more  difficult  to  find  her 
in  a  park  than  in  a  palace,  when 
the  intricacy  of  the  woods  and  va- 
rious lodges  buried  in  covert  might 
conceal  her  adlual  habitation. 

It  is  more  extraordinary'  that 
having  fo  long  ago  Humbled  on 
the  principle  of  modern  gardening, 
we  fliould  have  perfilled  in  retain- 
ing its  reverfe,  fymmetrical  and 
unnatural  gardens.  That  parks 
were  rare  in  othercountries,  Hentz- 
ner,  who  travelled  over  great  part 
of  Europe,  leads  us  to  fuppofe,  by 
obferving  that  they  were  common 
in  England.  In  France  they  re- 
tain the  name,  but  nothing  is 
more  different  both  in  compafs  and 
difpofition.  Their  parks  are  ufual- 
iy  fquare  or  oblong  inclofures  re- 
gularly planted  with  walks  of  chef- 
nuts  or  limes,  and  generally  every 
krge  town  h^s  one  for  its  public 

M  ^  XCCtQ* 
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recreation.  They  are  exaftly  like 
Burton's-couit  at  Chelfca-coUege, 
and  rarely  larger. 

One  man,  one  great  man  we 
had,  on  whom  nor  education  nor 
cuilom  could  impofe  their  preju- 
dices ;  who,  on  evil  days  though 
fallen  y  and  'with  darkne/s  and  foli- 
tude  comfajfed  round,  judged  that 
the  miflakcn  and  fantaftic  orna- 
ments he  had  feen  in  gardens, 
were  unworthy  of  the  Almighty 
liand  that  planted  the  delights  of 
Paradife.  He  feems  with  the 
prophetic  eye  of  tafte  [as  I  have 
heard  talle  well  defined]  to  have 
conceived,  to  have  forefeen  mo- 
dern gardening ;  as  Lord  Bacon 
announced  the  difcovcries  fince 
made  by  experimental  philofophy. 
*ihe  defcription  of  Eden  is  a 
warmer  and  more  jull  pidure  of 
the  prefent  flyle  than  Claud  Lor- 
iain  could  have  painted  from  Hag- 
ley  or  Stourhead.  I'he  firft  lines  I 
Ihall  quote,  exhibit  Scourhead  on 
a  more  magnificent  fcale. 

Thro'  Eden  went  a  river  large, 
Kor  chang'd  his   courfe,    but   thro*  the 

(baggy  hill 
Pafi,\d  underneath  ingulph'd,  for  God  had 

thrown 
That  nnountain  as  his  garden-mcundj  high 

rais'd 
Upon  the  rapid  current *- 

Hagley  feems  pidured  in  what  fol- 
lows, 

which  throvigh  veins 
Of  porous  e^rth  with  kindly  thirlt  up- 
drawn, 
Rofe  a  freth  tountain,  and  with  many  a 

rill 
Wat«r'd  the  garden-— 

What  colouring,  what  freedom  of 
pencil,  what  landfcape  in  thefe 
lines, 

—  from  that  faphiri  fount  the  crifped 

lirooks, 
Roiling  on  orient  peaj-1  and  fands  of  gold, 


With  mazy  error  under  pendent  (hades 
Ran  ne6lar,  vifiting  each  plant,  and  fed 
Flow'rs  worthy  of  Paradife,  which  not 

nice  art 
In  beds   and    curious  knots,    but  nature 

boon 
Pour'd  forth  profufe  on  hill  and  dale  and 

plain, 
Both  where  the  morning  fun  (irft  warmly 

fmote 
The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierc'd 

(hade  ' 

Imbrown'd  the  noon-tide  bow'rs. — T7«j 

•was  this  place 
y}  happy  ruKalJeat  of  vmIous  viiw. 

Read  this  tranfporting  defcription, 
paint  to  your  mind  the  fcenes  that 
follow,  contralt  them  with  the  fa- 
vage  but  refpeftable  terror  with 
which  the  poet  guards  the  bounds 
of  his  Paradife,  fenced 

-with  thC' champion  head 


Of  a  fteep  wildernefs,  whofe  hairy  fides 
With  thicket  overgrown,  grotefque  and 

wild 
Accefs   denied  ;  and  over  head  upgrew 
Infuperable  I.eight  of  I()ftie(\  fli.-ide, 
Cedar  and  p'lnc,  and  fir,  and  branching 

]-i:dm, 
A  fylvan  fcene,  and  as  the  ranks  afcend. 
Shade  above  Ihade.  a  wcody  theatre 
Of  rtaleitieft  view— - 

and  then  recolleft  that  the  author 
of  this  fublime  vifion  had  never 
feen  a  glimpfe  of  any  thing  like 
what  he  has  imagined,  that  his 
favourite  ancients  had  dropped  not 
a  hint  of  fuch  divine  fcenery,  and 
that  the  conceits  in  Italian  gar- 
dens, and  Theobalds  and  Non- 
fuch,  were  the  brighteft  originals 
that  his  memory  could  furnifh. 
His  intelleftual  eye  faw  a  nobler 
plan,  fo  little  did  he  fufrer  by  the 
lofs  of  fight.  It  fufficed  him  to  have 
feen  the  materials  with  which  he 
could  work.  The  vigour  of  a 
boundlefs  imagination  toKi  him 
how  a  plan  might  be  difpofed, 
that  would  embellifh  nature,  and 

reftorc 
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reflore  art  to  its  proper  office,  the 
juft  improvement  or  imitation  of 
it. 

It  is  neceflary  that  the  concur- 
rent tcftimony  of  the  age  Ihould 
fwear  to  pofterity  that  the  defcrip- 
tion  above  -  quoted  was  written 
above  half  a  century  before  the 
iotroduSion  of  modern  gardening, 
or  cur  incredulous  defcendents 
will  defraud  the  poet  of  half  his 
glory,  by  being  perfuaded  that 
he  copied  fome  garden  or  gardens 
he  had  fecn — lo  minutely  do  his 
ideas  correfpond  with  the  prefent 
ftandard.  But  what  Ihall  we  fay 
for  chat  intervening  half  century 
who  could  read  that  plan  and  never 
attempt  to  put  it  in  execution  ? 

Now  let  us  turn  to  an  admired 
writer,  poflerior  to  Milton,  and 
fee  how  cold,  how  infipid,  how 
taftelefs  is  his  account  of  what  he 
pronounced  a  perfeft  garden.  I 
ipeak  not  of  his  ftyle,  which  it 
was  not  neceflary  for  him  to  ani- 
mate with  the  colouring  and  glow 
of  poetry.  It  is  his  want  of  ideas, 
of  imagination,  of  tafte,  that  I 
eenfure,  when  he  didated  on  a 
fubjed  that  is  capable  of  all  the 
graces  that  a  knowledge  of  beau- 
tiful nature  can  bellow.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  was  an  excellent 
man;  Milton,  a  genius  of  the  firft 
order. 

Wc  cannot  wonder  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam declares  in  favour  of  par- 
terres, fountains  and  flatues,  as 
neceflary  to  break  the  famenefs  of 
large  grafs-plats,  which  he  thinks 
have  an  ill  effeft  upon  the  eye, 
when  he  acknowledges  that  he 
difcovers  fancy  in  the  gardens  of 
Alcinous.  Milton  ftudied  the  an- 
cients with  equal  enthufiafm,  but 
1^0  bigotry,  and  had  judgment  to 


difllnguifti  between  the  want  of  in- 
vention and  the  beauties  of  poe- 
try. Compare  his  Paradife  with 
Homer's  garden,  both  afcribed  to 
a  celeftial  defign.  For  Sir  Wil- 
liam, it  is  juft  to  obferve,  that 
his  ideas  centered  in  a  fruit-gar- 
den. He  had  the  honour  of  giv- 
ing to  his  country  many  delicate 
fruits,  and  he  thought  of  little  elfe 
than  difpofxng  them  to  the  belt 
advantage.  Here  is  the  paffage 
1  propofed  to  quote;  it  is  long, 
but  I  need  not  make  an  apology 
to  the  reader  for  entertaining  him 
with  any  other  words  inftead  of  my 
own. 

**  The  beft  figure  of  a  garden  is 
either  a  fquare  or  an  oblong,  and 
either  upon  a  flat  or  a  defcent  : 
they  have  all  their  beauties,  but 
the  beft  I  efteem  an  oblong  upon  a 
defcent.  The  beauty,  the  air, 
the  view  makes  amends  for  the 
expence,  which  is  very  great  ia 
finilhing  and  fupporting  the  terras- 
walk,  in  levelling  the  parterres, 
and  in  the  ftone-ftairs  that  are  ne- 
ceflary from  one  to  the  other. 

"  The  perfefteft  figure  of  a 
garden  I  ever  faw,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  was  that  of  Moor-park 
in  Hertford fliire,  when  1  knew  it 
about  thirty  years  ago.  It  was 
made  by  the  Countefs  of  Bedford, 
efteemed  among  the  greateft  wits 
of  her  time,  and  celebrated  by 
Dodlor  Donne ;  and  with  very  great 
care,  excellent  contrivance  and 
much  coft  ;  but  greater  fums  may 
be  thrown  away  without  effeft  or 
honour,  if  there  want  fenfe  in  pro- 
portion^to  money,  or  if  nature  be 
not  foUonved,  which  1  take  to  be 
the  great  rule  in  this,  and  perhaps 
in  every  thing  elfe,  as  far  as  the 
conduit  not  only  of  our  lives>  but 

our 
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©or  governments.**  [We  fhall  fee 
hew  natural  that  admired  garden 
was.] 

**  Becaufe  I  take  *  the  garden 
I  have  named  to  have  been  in  all 
kinds  the  mod  beautiful  and  per- 
feft,  at  leaft  in  the  figure  and  dif- 
pofition,  that  I  have  ever  feen,  I 
wiH  defcribe  it  for  a  model  to 
fhofe  that  meet  with  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  and  are  above  the  regards  of 
^  common  expence.  It  lies  on  the 
fide  of  a  hill,  upon  which  the 
ioufe  ftands,  but  not  very  fteep. 
The  length  of  the  houfe,  where 
the  beft  rooms  and  mod  ufe  or 
pleafure  are,  lies  upon  the  breadth 
©f  the  garden  ;  the  great  parlour 
©pens  in  the  middle  of  a  terras 
gravel-walk  that  lies  even  with  it, 
and  which  may  lie,  as  I  remember, 
about  three  hundred  paces  Icr;^, 
and  broad  in  proportion  ;  the  bor^ 
der  fet  with  ftandard  laurels  and 
at  large  diftances,  which  have  the 
beauty  of  orange-trees  out  of  flow- 
er and  fruit.  From  this  walk  are 
three  defcents  by  many  ftone  iteps, 
in  the  middle  and  at  each  end, 
into  a  very  large  parterre.  This 
is  divided  into  quarters  by  gravel- 
walks,  and  adorned  with  two  foun- 
tains and  eight  ftatues  in  the  feve- 
ral  quarters.  At  the  end  of  the 
ferras-walk  are  twofummer-houfes, 
and  the  fides  of  the  parterre  are 
ranged  with  two  large  cloifters 
open  to  the  garden,  upon  arches 
of  Hone,  and  ending  with  two 
other  fummerhoufes  even  with 
the  cloifters,  which  are  paved  with 
flone,  and  defigned  for  walks  of 
Ihade,  there  being  none  other  in 
the  whole  parterre.      Over   thefe 


two  cloifters  are  two  terralTes  co- 
vered with  lead  and  fenced  with 
baluilers  ;  and  the  paflage  inta 
thefe  airy  walks  is  out  of  the  two 
fummer-houfes  at  the  end  of  the 
firll  terras -walk.  The  cloifter 
facing  the  fouth  is  covered  with 
vines,  and  would  have  been  pro- 
per for  an  orange-houfe,  and  the 
other  for  myrtles  or  other  more 
common  greens,  and  had,  I  doubt 
not,  been  caft  for  that  purpofe, 
if  this  piece  of  gardening  had 
been  then  in  as  much  vogue  as  it 
is  now. 

*'  From  the  middle  of  this  par- 
terre is  a  defcent  by  many  fleps 
flying  on  each  fide  of  a  grotto  that 
lies  between  them,  covered  with 
lead  and  flat,  into  the  lower  gar- 
den, which  is  all  fruit-trees  rang- 
ed about  the  feveral  quarters  of  a 
wildernefs  which  is  very  fhady  ; 
the  walks  here  are  all  green,  the 
grotto  embeilifhed  with  figures  of 
ihell- rock- work,  fountains,  and 
water  works.  If  the  hill  had  not 
ended  with  the  lower  garden,  and 
the  wall  were  not  bounded  by  a 
common  way  that  goes  through 
the  park,  they  might  have  added 
a  third  quarter  of  all  greens  ;  but 
this  want  is  fupplied  by  a  garden 
on  the  other  fide  the  houfe,  which 
is  all  of  that  fojt,  very  wild,  Ihady, 
and  adorned  with  rough  rock-work 
and  fountains. 

*'  This  was  Moor-park,  whea 
I  was  acquainted  with  it,  and  the 
fweeteft  place,  I  think,  that  I  have 
feen  in  my  life,  either  before  or 
fince,  at  home  or  abroad." — 

I  will  make  no  farther  remarks 
on    this    defcription.      Any   man 


*  The  garden  feems  to  have  been  made  after  the  plan  laid  down  by  Lord 
Bacon  in  his  46th  effay,  to  which,  that  I  may  not  multiply  quotations,  I  will 
refer  the  reader. 

might 
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might  defign  and  build  as  fvveet 
a  garden  who  had  been  born  in 
and  never  ftirred  out  of  Holbourn. 
It  was  not  peculiar  to  Sir  William 
Temple  to  think  in  that  manner. 
How  many  Frenchmen  are  there 
who  have  feen  our  gardens,  and 
Hill  prefer  natural  flights  of  fteps 
and  fhady  cloifters  covered  with 
lead !  Le  Nautre,  the  architeft  of 
the  groves  and  grottoes  at  Ver- 
failles,  came  hither  on  a  miflion 
to  improve  our  tafte.  He  planted 
St.  James's  and  Greenwich  parks 
—no  great  monuments  of  his  in- 
vention. 

To  do  farther  juftice  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  I  muft  not  omit 
what  he  adds.  '*  What  I  have 
faid  of  the  beft  forms  of  gardens, 
is  meant  only  of  fuch  as  are  in  fome 
fort  regular ;  fer  there  may  be  other 
forms  wholly  irregular,  that  may, 
for  aught  I  know,  have  more 
beauty  than  any  of  the  others ; 
but  they  muft  owe  it  to  fome  ex- 
traordinary difpofitions  of  nature 
in  the  feat,  or  fome  great  race  of 
fancy  or  judgment  in  the  contri'vancey 
which  may  reduce  many  difagree- 
ing  parts  into  fome  figure^  which 
fhall  yet,  upon  the  whole,  be  very 
agreeable.  Something  of  this  I 
have  feen  in  fome  places,  but 
heard  more  of  it  from  others,  who 
have  lived  much  among  the  Chi- 
nefes,  a  people  whole'  way  of 
thinking  feems  to  lie  as  wide  of 
ours  in  Europe,  as  their  country 
does. — Their  greateft  reach  of  ima- 
gination is  employed  in  contriving 
figures,  where  the  beauty  Ihall  be 
great  and  llrike  the  eye,  but  with- 
out any  order  or  difpofttion  of 
parts,  that  Ihall  be  commonly  or 
eafily  obferved.  And  though  we 
have  hardly  any  notion  of  this 
ibrt  of  beauty,  yet  they  have   a 


particular  word  to  exprefs  it  j  and 
where  they  find  it  hit  their  eye  at 
iirit  fight,  they  fay  that  Shara- 
wadgi  is  fine  or  is  admirable,  or 
any  fuch  expreflion  of  efieem — but 
I  fhould  hardly  advife  any  of  thefe 
attempts  in  the  figure  of  gardens 
among  us,  they  are  adventures  of 
too  hard  atchievement  for  any 
common  hands  ;  and  though  there 
may  be  more  honour  if  they  fuc» 
ceed  well,  yet  there  is  more  difho- 
nour  if  they  fail,  and  it  is  twenty 
to  one  they  will ;  whereas  in  re- 
gular figures,  it  is  hard  to  make 
any  great  and  remarkable  faults.'* 

Fortunately  Kent  and  a  few 
others  were  not  quite  fo  timid,  or 
we  might  ftill  be  going  up  and 
down  flairs  in  the  open  air. 

It  is  true,  we  have  heard  mucli 
lately,  as  Sir  William  Temple  did, 
of  irregularity  and  imitations  of 
nature  in  the  gardens  or  grounds 
of  the  Chinefe.  The  former  is 
certainly  true  ;  they  are  as  whim- 
fically  irregular,  as  European  gar- 
dens are  formally  uniform,  and  un- 
varied—but with  regard  to  nature, 
it  feems  as  much  avoided,  as  in  the 
fquares  and  oblongs,  and  ftrait  lines 
of  our  anceftors.  An  artificial  per- 
pendicular rock  ftarting  out  of  a  flat 
plain,  and  connefted  with  nothing, 
often  pierced  through  in  various 
places  with  oval  hollows,  has  no 
more  pretenfion  to  be  deemed  na- 
tural than  a  lineal  terrafs  or  a  par- 
terre. The  late  Mr.  Jofeph  Spence, 
who  had  both  tafte  and  zeal  for  the 
prefent  ftyle,  was  fo  perfuaded  of 
the  Chinefe  emperor's  pleafure- 
ground  being  laid  out  on  princi- 
ples refembling  ours,  that  he 
tranflated  and  publiftied,  under 
the  name  of  Sir  Harry  Beaumont, 
a  particular  account  of  that  inclo- 
fure  from    the   collection    of  the 
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letters   of    the    Jefuits.      I    have 
looked  it  over,  and  except  a  de- 
termined irregularity,  can  find  no- 
thing in  it  that  gives  me  any  idea 
of  attention  bej^g  paid  to  nature. 
It  is  of  vaft  circumference,  and  con- 
tains 200  palaces,  befides  as  many 
contiguous    for   the   eunuchs,    all 
gilt,  painted  and  varnilhed.    There 
are  raifed  hills  from  20  to  60  feet 
iigh,  itreams  and  lakes,  and  one 
of  the    latter   five     miles   round. 
Thefe  waters  are  pafied  by  bridges 
■ — but  even  their. bridges  moft  not 
be  ftrait — they  ferpentize  as  much 
as  the  rivulets,  and  are  fometimes 
fo  long   as    to    be   furniihed  with 
refting-places,  and  begin  and  end 
with      triumphal     arches.      Me- 
thinks  a  flrait  canal  is  as  rational 
at  leaft  as   a   masandring  bridge. 
The    coionades    undulate    in    the 
fame  manner.     In  Ihort,  this  pret- 
ty gaudy  fcene  is  the  work  of  ca- 
price and  whim  ;  and  when  we  re- 
ileft  on   their    buildings,   prefents 
BO  image  but  that  of  unfubllantial 
tawdrinefs.    Nor  is  this  all.    With- 
jn  this  fantaftic  Paradife  is  afquare 
town,  each  fide  a  mile  long.    Here 
the  eunuchs  of  the  court,  to   cn- 
lertaia    his  imperial    majefty  with 
jhe  bullle  and  bufinefs  of  the  capi- 
tal in  which  he  refides,  but  which 
it  is  not  of  his  dignity  ever  to  fee, 
ad    merchants    and    all    forts    of 
trades,  and  even  defignedly  exer- 
cife  for  his  royal  araufement  every 
art   of    knavery   that   is    praclifed 
wnder  his   aufpicious  government. 
,  Methinks  this  is  the  childilh  folace 
and  repofe  of  grandeur,  not  a  re- 
tirement  from    affairs   to  the  de- 


lights of  rural  life.  Here  too  bis 
majefty  plays  at  agriculture  ;  there 
is  a  quarter  fet  apart  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  the  eunuchs  fow,  reap,  and 
carry  in  their  harveft  in  the  impe- 
rial prefence ;  and  his  majefty  re- 
turns to  Pekin  perfuaded  that  he 
has  been  in  the  country. 

Having  thus  cleared  my  way  by 
afcertaining  what  have  been  the 
ideas  on  gardening  in  all  ages, 
as  far  as  we  have  materials  to  judge 
by,  it  remains  to  fhow  to  what  de- 
gree Mr.  Kent  invented  the  new 
Ityle,  and  what  hints  he  had  re- 
ceived to  fuggeft  and  conduft  his 
undertaking. 

We  have  feen  what  Moor-park 
was,  whm  pronounced  a  ftandard. 
But   as    no  fucceeding  generation 
in  an  opulent  and  luxurious  coun- 
try conierits  itfelf  with  the  perfec- 
tion   eflablifhed    by   its   anceftors, 
more    perfeft   perfection    was   ftill 
fought  ;    and    improvements    had 
gone    on,  till    London    and  Wife 
had     ftocked    our     gardens    with 
giants,  animals,  monfters  *,  coats 
of  arms  and  mottoes  in  yew,  box 
and    holly.      Abfurdity   could   go 
no  farther,  and    the   tide   turned, 
Bridgman,    the    next    fafhionable 
defigner  of  gardens,  was  far  more 
chaite  ;    and    whether  from  good 
fenfe,  or  that  the  nation  had  been 
ftruck  and  reformed  by  the  admi- 
rable    paper     in     the   Guardian, 
N°    173,     he     banifhed     verdant 
fculpture,  and  did  not  even  revert 
to  the  fquare  precifion  of  the  fore- 
going age.    He  enlarged  his  plans, 
difdained    to   make  every  divifion 
tally  to  its   oppofite,  and  though 


*  On  the  piers  of  a  garden-gate  not  far  from  Paris  I  obfcrvcd  two  very  co- 
quet fphinxes.  Thefe  lady  mongers  had  Itraw  hats  gracefully  fmart  on  one 
lide  of  their  heads,  and  filken  cloaks  half  veiling  their  necks  j  all  executed  in 
ftone. 
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\ie  ftill  adhered  much  to  ftralt 
walks  with  high  clipped  hedges, 
they  were  only  his  great  lines; 
the  reft  he  diverfified  by  wilder- 
toefs,  and  with  loofe  groves  of  oak, 
though  ftill  within  furrounding 
hedges.  I  have  obferved  in  the 
garden  *  at  Gubbins  in  Hertford- 
ihire  many  detached  thoughts,  that 
ftrongly  indicate  the  dawn  of  mo- 
dern tafte.  As  his  reformation 
gained  footing,  he  ventured  far- 
ther, and  in  the  royal  garden  at 
Richmond  dared  to  introduce  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  even  morfels  of 
a  foreft  appearance,  by  the  fides  of 
thofe  endlefs  and  tirefome  walks, 
that  ftretched  out  of  one  into  ano- 
ther without  intermiffion.  But  this 
was  not  till  other  innovators  had 
broke  loofe  too  from  rigid  fym- 
meiry. 

But  the  capital  ftroke,  the  lead- 
ing ftep  to  all  that  has  followed, 
was  [I  believe  the  firft  thought  was 
Bridgman's]  the  deftrudlion  of 
walls  for  boundaries,  and  the  in- 
vention of  fofses— an  attempt  then 
.  deemed  fo  aftonifhing,  that  the 
common  people  called  them  Ha  1 
Ha's  1  to  exprefs  their  furprize  at 
finding  a  fudden  and  unperceived 
check  to  their  walk. 

One  of  the  firft  gardens  planted 
in  this  firaple  though  ftill  formal 
ftyle,  was  my  father's  at  Hough- 
ton. It  was  laid  out  by  Mr.  Eyre, 
an  imitator  of  Bridgman.  It  con- 
tains three  and-twenty  acres,  then 
reckoned  a  confiderable  portion. 

I  call  a  funk  fence  the  leading 
ftep,  for  thefe  reafons.  No  fooncr 
was  this  fimple  enchantment  made, 


than  levelling,  mowing,  and  roll- 
ing    followed.       The   contiguous 
ground   of  the  park   without   the 
funk  fence  was  to  be  harmonized 
with   the   lawn  within ;   and    the 
garden  in   its  turn  was   to  be  fet 
free  from  its  pfim  regularity,  that         ^ 
it  might   affort   with   the    wilder 
country  without.     The  funk  fence 
afcercained  the  fpecific  garden,  but 
that  it  might  not  draw  too  obvious 
a  line  of  diftinftion  between  the 
neat  and  the  rude,  the  contiguous 
Out-lying  parts  came  to  be  includ- 
ed in    a  kind   of  general  defign  : 
and  when  nature  was  taken  into 
the    plan,    under    improvements, 
every  ftep  that  was  made,  pointed 
cut  new  beauties  and  infpired  new 
ideas.     At  that  moment  appeared 
Kent,  painter  enough  to  tafte  the 
charms    of   landfcape,   bold    and 
opinionative  enough  to  dare  and  to 
dictate,  and  born  with  a  genius  to 
ftrike  out  a  great  fyftem  from  the 
twilight  of  imperfeft  effays.     He 
leaped  the  fence,  and  faw  that  all 
nature  was  a  garden.     He  felt  the 
delicious  contraft  of  hill  and  valley 
changing  imperceptibly  into  each, 
other,     tafted   the    beauty  of   the 
gentle   fwell,    or   concave    fcoop, 
and   remarked    how   loofe    groves 
crowned  an   eafy    eminence    with 
happy  ornament,  and  while  they 
called  in  the  diftant  view  betweea 
their  graceful  ftems,  removed  and 
extended  the  perfpeftive  by   delu- 
five  coniparifon. 

Thus  the  pencil  of  his  imagina- 
tion beftowed  all  the  arts  of  land- 
fcape on  the  fcenes  he  handled. 
The  great  principles  on  which  he 


*  The  feat  of  the  late  Sir  Jeremy  Sambroke,  It  had  formerly  belonged  to 
Ladv  More,  mother-in-law  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  had  been  tyrannically 
wreathed  from  her  by  Henry  VIII.  on  the  execution  of  Sir  Thomas,  though 
not  hei  ion,  and  though  her  jomture  fiom  a  toimer  hulband, 

worked 


^174       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


worked  were  perfpeftive,  and  light 
and  fhade.  Groups  of  trees  broke 
too  uniform  or  too  extenfive  a 
lawn  ;  evergreens  and  woods  were 
oppofed  to  the  glare  of  the  cham- 
pain,  and  where  the  view  was  lefs 
fortunate,  or  fo  much  expofed  as 
to  be  beheld  at  once,  he  blotted 
out  fome  parts  by  thick  Ihades,  to 
divide  it  into  variety,  or  to  make 
the  richeft  fcene  more  enchanting 
by  referving  it  to  a  farther  advance 
of  the  fpedtator's  ftep.  Thus,  fe- 
ledting  favourite  objedls,  and  veil- 
ing deformities  by  fcreens  of  plan- 
tation ;  fometimes  allowing  the 
rudeft  wafte  to  add  its  foil  to  the 
richeft  theatre,  he  realized  the 
compofitions  of  the  greateft  mailers 
in  painting.  Where  objefts  were 
wanting  to  animate  his  horizon, 
liis  tafte  as  an  architefl  could  be- 
jRow  immediate  termination. 

But  of  all  the  beauties  he  added 
to  the  face  of  this  beautiful  coun- 
try, none  furpalTed  his  manage- 
ment of  water.  Adieu  to  canals, 
circular  bafons,  and  cafcades  tum- 
bling down  marble  fteps,  that  laft 
abfurd  magnificence  of  Italian  and 
French  villas.  The  forced  eleva- 
tion of  catarafts  was  no  more. 
The  gentle  flream  was  taught  to 
ferpentize  feemingly  at  its  pleafure, 
and  where  difcontinued  by  differ- 
ent levels,  its  courfe  appeared  to 
be  concealed  by  thickets  properly 
interfperfed,  and  glittered  again 
at  a  diftance  where  it  might  be 
fuppofed  naturally  to  arrive.  Its 
borders  were  fmoothed,  but  pre- 
served their  waving  irregularity. 
A  few  trees  fcattered  here  and 
there  on  its  edges  fprinkled  the 
tame  bank  that  accompanied  its 
maeanders  ;  and  when  it  difappear- 
ed  among  the  hills,  fhades  de- 
fcending   from  the  heights  leaned 

lO 


towards  its  progrefs,  and  framed 
the  diftant  point  of  light  under 
which  it  was  loft,  as  it  turned  afide 
to  either  hand  of  tke  blue  horizon. 

Thus  dealing  in  none  but  the 
colours  of  nature,  and  catching  its 
moft  favourable  features,  men  faw 
a  new  creation  opening  before  their 
eyes.  The  living  landfcape  was 
chaftened  or  poliftied,  not  tranf- 
formed.  Freedom  was  given  to 
the  forms  of  trees ;  they  extended 
their  branches  unreftri£lcd,  and 
where  any  eminent  oak,  or  mafter 
beech  had  efcaped  maiming  and 
furvived  the  foreft,  bufti  and  bram- 
ble was  removed,  and  all  its  ho^ 
nours  were  reftored  to  diftinguifti 
and  ftiade  the  plain.  Where  the 
united  plumageof  an  ancient  wood 
extended  wide  its  undulating  ca- 
nopy, and  ftood  venerable  in  its 
darknefs,  Kent  thinned  the  fore- 
moft  ranks,  and  left  but  fo  many 
detached  and  fcattered  trees,  as 
foftened  the  approach  of  gloom  and 
blended  a  chequered  light  with  the 
thus  lengthened  ftiadows  of  the  re- 
maining columns. 

Succeeding  artifts  have  added 
new  mafter-ftrokes  to  thefe  touches; 
perhaps  improved  or  brought  to 
perfedlion  fome  that  I  have  named. 
The  introdudlion  of  foreign  trees 
and  plants,  which  we  owe  princi- 
pally to  Archibald  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  contributed  eflentially  to  the 
richnefs  of  colouring  fb  peculiar  to 
our  modern  landfcape.  The  mix- 
ture of  various  greens,  the  contrail 
of  forms  between  our  foreft-trees 
and  the  northern  and  Weil-Indian 
firs  and  pines,  are  improvements 
more  recent  than  Kent,  or  but  lit- 
tle known  to  him.  The  weeping- 
willow  and  every  florid  ihrub,  each 
tree  of  delicate  or  bold  leaf,  are 
new  tints  in  the  compolition  of  our 
gardens. 
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fardens.  The  lall  century  was 
certainly  acquainted  with  many  of 
tbofe  rare  plants  we  now  admire. 
The  Weymouth-pine  has  long  been 
naturalized  here;  the  patriarch 
plant  ftillexifts  at  Longleatj  The 
light  and  graceful  acacia  was 
known  as  early  ;  witnefs  thofe  an- 
cient items  in  the  court  of  Bedford- 
houfe  in  BloomfoUry-fquare:  and 
in  the  bifhop  of  London's  garden 
at  Fulham  are  many  exotics  of 
very  ancient  date.  I  doubt  there- 
fore whether  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
ferving  them  in  a  clime  fo  foreign 
to  their  nature  did  not  convince 
our  anceftors  of  their  inutility  in 
general,  unlefs  the  (hapelinefs  of 
the  lime  and  horfe-chefnut,  which 
accorded  fo  well  with  eilabliihed 
regularity,  and  which  thence  and 
from  their  novelty  grew  in  fafhion, 
did  not  occafioD  the  negie^  of  the 
more  curious  plants. 

That  Kent's  ideas  were  but  rare- 
ly great,  was  in  fome  meafare 
owing  to  the  novelty  of  his  art.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
tranfported  the  ftyle  of  gardening 
at  once  from  a  few  acres  to  tum- 
bling of  forefts :  and  though  new 
fafhions  often  lead  men  to  the  moft 
oppofite  exceffes,  it  could  not 
be  the  cafe  in  gardening,  where 
the  experiments  would  have  been 
fo  expenfive.  Yet  it  is  true 
too  that  the  features  in  Kent's 
Jandfcapes  were  fcldom  majeftic. 
His  clumps  were  puny,  he  aimed 
at  immediate  effect,  and  planted 
roc  for  futurity.  One  fees  no  large 
woods  flcetched  out  by  his  dir°£lion. 
Nor  are  we  yet  entirely  rifen  above 
a  too  great  frequency  of  fraall 
clumps,  efpecially  in  the  elbows 
of  ferpentine  rivers.  How  com- 
mon to  fee  three  or  four  beeches. 


then  as  many  larches,  a  third  knot 
of  cyprefles,  and  a  revolution  of  all 
three  !  Kent's  laft  defigns  were  ia 
a  higher  ftyle,  as  his  ideas  opened 
on  fuccefs.  The  north  terras  ac 
Clareraont  was  much  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  the  garden, 

A  return  of  fome  particular 
thoughts  was  common  to  him  with 
Other  painters,  and  made  his  J^aitd 
known.  A  fmall  lake  edged  by 
a  winding  bank  with  fcattered  tree* 
that  led  to  a  feat  at  the  head  of  the 
pond,  was  common  to  Clarempnt^ 
Eflier,  and  others  of  his  defigns. 
At  Efher, 

Where  Kent  and  nature  vied  for  Pelham'« 
love, 

the  profpeds  more  than  aided  the 
painter's  genius.  —  They  marked 
out  the  points  where  his  art  was 
neceflary  or  not;  but  thence  left 
his  judgment  in  pofTeflioQ  of  all  its 
glory. 

Having  routed  profejed  art,  for 
the  modern  gardener  exerts  his  ta- 
lents to  conceal  his  art,  Kent,  like 
other  reformers,  knew  not  how 
to  ftop  at  the  juft  limits.  He  had 
followed  nature,  and  imitated  her 
fo  happily,  that  he  began  to  think 
all  her  works  were  equally  proper 
for  imitation.  In  Kenlington-gar- 
den  he  planted  dead  trees,  to  give 
a  greater  air  of  truth  to  the  fceno 
—but  he  was  foon  laughed  out  of 
this  excefs.  His  ruling  principle 
w^s,  that  nature  abhors  afirait  lint, 
— His  mimics,  for  every  genius 
has  his  apes,  feemed  to  think  thac 
fhe  could  love  nothing  but  what 
was  crooked.  Yet  fo  many  men  of 
talle  of  all  ranks  devoted  them- 
felves  to  the  new  improvements, 
that  it  is  furprizing  how  much 
beauty  has  been  ftruck  out,  with 
how  few  abfurdities.     Still  in  fome 

lights 
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lights  the  reformation  feeras  to 
me  to  have  been  puftied  too  far. 
Though  an  avenue  croffing  a  park 
or  feparating  a  lawn,  and  inter- 
cepting views  from  the  feat  to 
which  it  leads,  are  capital  faults, 
yet  a  great  avenue  *  cut  through 
woods,  perhaps  before  entering  a 
park,  has  a  noble  air.  In  other 
places  the  total  banifhment  of  all 
particular  neatnefs  immediately  a- 
bout  a  houfe,  which  is  frequently 
left  gazing  by  itfelf  in  the  middle 
of  a  park,  is  a  defedl.  Sheltered 
and  even  clofe  walks  in  fo  very 
uncertain  a  climate  as  ours,  are 
comforts  ill  exchanged  for  the  few 
pifturefque  days  that  we  enjoy  : 
and  whenever  a  family  can  pur- 
loin a  warm  and  even  fomething 
of  an  old  fafhioned  garden  from 
the  landfcape  defigned  for  them  by 
the  undertaker  in  fafliion,  without 
interfering  with  the  pidture,  they 
will  find  fatisfaftions  on  thofe  days 
that  do  not  invite  ftrangers  to  come 
and  fee  their  improvements. 

Fountains  have  with  great  rea- 
fon  been  baniflied  from  gardens  as 
unnatural  ;  but  it  forprizes  me 
that  they  have  not  been  allotted  to 
their  proper  pofitions,  to  cities, 
towns,  and  the  courts  of  great 
houfes,  as  proper  accompaniments 
to  architefture,  and  as  works  of 
grandeur  in  themfelves.  Their 
decorations  admit  the  utmolt  in- 
vention, and  when  the  waters  are 
thrown  up  to  different  rtages,  and 
tumble  over  their  border,  nothing 


has  a  more  impofing  or  a  more  re- 
frefliing  found.  A  palace  deniands 
its  external  graces  and  attributes, 
as  much  as  a  garden.  Fountains 
and  cypreiTes  peculiarly  become 
buildings,  and  no  man  can  have 
been  at  Rome,  and  feen  the  vail 
bafons  of  marble  dafhed  with  per- 
petual cafcades  in  the  area  of  St. 
Peter's,  without  retaining  an  idea 
of  tafte  and  fplendor.  Thofe  in 
the  piazza  Navona  are  as  ufeful  as 
fublimely  conceived. 

Grottoes  in  this  climate  are  re- 
Cefles  only  to  be  looked  at  tran- 
fiently.  When  they  are  regularly 
compofed  within  of  fymmetry  and 
archireflure,  as  in  Italy,  they  are 
only  fplendid  improprieties.  The 
moll  judicioufly,  indeed  mod  for- 
tunately placed  grotto,  is  that  at 
Stourhead,  where  the  river  burfts 
from  the  urn  of  its  god,  and  paffes 
on  its  courfe  through  the  cave. 

But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  lay 
down  rules  for  gardens,  but  to  give 
the  hiftory  of^them.  A  fyllem  of 
rules  pufhed  to  a  great  degree  of 
refinement,  and  colleded  from  the 
bed  examples  and  praftice,  has 
been  lately  given  in  a  book  inti- 
tuled Objervations  on  modern  Gar- 
dening. 

The  author  divides  his  fubjeft 
into  gardens,  parks,  farms,  and 
ridings.  I  do  not  mean  to  find 
fault  with  this  divifion.  Diredtions 
are  requifite  to  each  kind,  and 
each  has  its  department  at  many 
of  the  great  fcenes  from  whence 


*  Of  this  kind  one  of  the  moft  noble  is  that  of  Stanflead,  the  feat  of  the  Eail 
of  Halifax,  traveifing  an  ancient  wood  for  two  miles  and  bounded  by  the  (ea. 
The  very  extenfive  lawns  at  that  feat,  richly  inclofed  by  venerable  beech  wood??, 
and  chequered  by  fingle  beeches  of  vart  fize,  particularly  when  yoirttand  in  the 
portico  of  the  temple  and  furvey  the  landfcape  that  wattes  itielf  in  rivers  ot  bro- 
ken fea,  recall  fuch  exaft  pidures  of  Claud  Lorrain,  that  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive that  he  did  not  paint  them  from  this  very  fpot. 

he 
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Be  drew  his  obfervations.     In  the 
hifloric   light,  I  diliinguifti  them 
into  the  garden  that  connefts  it- 
ielf  with   a  park,  into   the   orna- 
mented farm,  and  into  the  foreft 
or  favage  garden.     Kent,  as  I  have 
fliown,  invented  or  eftabliflied  the 
ifirft   fort.     Mr.   Philip   Southcote 
founded  the  fecond  or  ferme  ornee, 
iof  which  is  a  very  juft  defcription 
in  the  author  I  have  been  quoting. 
The   third    I    think  he    has    not 
enough    diftinguilhed.      I     mean 
that  kind   of  alpine    fcene,  com- 
pofed  almoft  wholly  of  pines  and 
firs,  a   few  birch,  and   inch  trees 
as   affimilate  with   a   favage    and 
mountainous  country.  Mr.  Charles 
Hamilton,  at   Pain's-hill,  in    my 
opinion  has  given  a  perfect  exam- 
ple of  this    inode  in    the   utinoft 
boundary  of  his  gardien.     All    is 
great,  and  foreign,  and  rude ;  the 
walks  feem  not  defigned,  but  cut 
through  the   wood   of  pines;  and 
the  ftyle  of  the  whole  is  fo  grand, 
and  conduced   with  fo  ferious  an 
air  of  wild  and  uncultivated  ex- 
tent, that   when  you    look   down 
on  this  fceming    foreft,    you   are 
amazed  to  find  it  contain   a  very 
few  acres.     In  general,  except  as 
a  fcreen  to  conceal  fome  deformi. 
ty.  Or  as  a  fhelter  in  winter,  I  am 
not   fond  of  total    plantations  of 
ever- greens.      Firs   in     particular 
form  a  very  ungraceful  fummit,  all 
broken  into  angles. 

Sir  Henry  Englefield  was  one  of 
the  firft  improvers  on  the  new  ftyle, 
and  feledled  with  Angular  taltethat 
chief  beauty  of  all  gardens,  pro* 
fpeft  and  fortunate  points  of  view. 
We  tire  of  all  the  painter's  art 
when  it  wants  thefe  finifhing 
touches.  The  faireft  fcenes,  that 
depend  on  themfelves  alone,  weary 
when  often  feen.     The  Doric  por- 
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tico,  the  Palladian  bridge,  the 
Gothic  ruin,  the  Chinefe  pagoda, 
that  furprife  the  ftranger,  foon 
lofe  their  charms  to  their  furfeited 
mafter.  The  lake  that  floats  the 
valley  is  ftill  more  lifelefs,  and  its 
lord  ieldom  enjoys  his  expence  but 
when  he  Ihews  it  to  a  vifiter.  But 
the  ornament  whofe  merit  fooneft 
fades,  is  the  hermitage  or  fcene 
adapted  to  contemplation.  It  is 
almoft  comic  to  fet  afide  a  quarter 
of  one's  garden  to  be  melancholy 
in. 

The  moft  imminent  danger  that 
threatens  the    prefent,  as   it    has 
ever  done  all  tafle,  is  the  purfuic 
of   variety.      A    modern    French 
writer  has  in  a  very  afte(fi;ed  phrafe 
given  a  juft  account  of  this,  I  will 
call  it,  diftemper.     He  fays,  Ven- 
niti  dit  beau  amene  le  gout  du  fingu- 
Her.     The   noble  fimplicity  of  the 
Auguftanagewasdriven  out  by  falfe 
tafte.  The  gigantic,  the  puerile, the 
quaint,  and  at  laft  the  barbarous 
and  the  monkifh,  had  each  their 
fuccelTive    admirers.      Mufic    has 
been  improved,  till  it  is  a  fcience 
of  tricks  and  Height  of  hand:   the 
fober  greatnefs    of  Titian  is  loft, 
and  painting  fince  Carlo  Maratti, 
has   little  more  relief  than  Indian 
paper.  Barromini  twifted  and  curl- 
ed architedlure,  as   if  it  was  fub- 
jedl    to  change  of  faftiions     like 
a  head  of  hair.     If  we   once  lofe 
fight  of  the  propriety  of  landfcape 
in  our  gardens,    we  fhall  wander 
into  all  the  fantaftic  iharavvadgis 
of  the   Chinefe.     We  have   difco- 
vered  the  point  of  perfedlion.     We 
have  given  the  true  model  of  gar- 
dening  to   the   world :    let   other 
countries    mimic  or    corrupt    our 
tafte;    but  let  it  reign  hereon  its 
verdant  throne,  original  by  its  ele- 
gant  fimplicity,  and  proud  of  nQ 
N  other 
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Other  art  than  that  of  foftening  na- 
ture's harfhnefles  and  copying  her 
graceful  touch. 

The    ingenious    author   of  the 
Qhfervations  on  modern  Garden- 
ing is,  I  think,  too  rigid  when  he 
condemns    fome  deceptions,    be- 
caufe   they  have  been  often  ufed. 
If  thofe  deceptions,  as  a  feigned 
fteeple  of  a  diftant  church,  or  an 
unreal  bridge  to'difguife  the  ter- 
mination of  water,  were  intended 
only  to  furprife,  they  were  indeed 
tricks  that  would  not  bear  repeti- 
tion ;  but  being  intended  to  im- 
prove the  landfcape,  are  no  more 
to- be  condemned  becaufe  common, 
than  they    would  be    if  employed 
by  a  painter  in  the  compofuion  of 
z  pi(Sur».     Ought  one  man's  gar- 
den to  be  deprived  of  a  happy  ob- 
ject, becaufe  that  objeft  has  been 
employed  by  another?     The  more 
we  exaft  novelty,  the  fooner  our 
tafte  will  be  vitiated.     Situations 
are   every   where  fo  various,  that 
there  never   can  be    a    famenefs, 
while  the  difpofition  of  the  ground 
is  ftudied  and  followed,,  and  every 
incident  of  view  turned  to  advan- 
tage. 

In  the  mean  time  how  rich,  how 
gay,  how  pifturefque  the  face  of 
the  country!  The  demolition  of 
walls  laying  open  each  improve-: 
menr,  every  journey  is  mada 
'  through  a  fucceflion  of  pi»Slures  ; 
and  even  where  tafte  is  wanting  in 
the  fpot  improved,  the  general 
view  is  embelliflied  by  a  variety.  If 
no  relapfe  to  barbarifm,  formality, 
andfeclufion,  is  made,  what  land - 
fcapes  will  dignify  every  quarter 
of  our  iiland,  when  the  daily  plan- 
tations that  are  making  have  at- 
tained venerable  maturity!  A  fpe- 
clmen  of  what  our  gardens  will  be, 
may  be  feeu  at  Petworth,  where 


the  portion  of  the  park  neareft  the 
houfe  has  been  allotted  to  the  mo- 
dern ftyle.  It  is  a  garden  of  oaks 
two  hundred  years  old.  If  there 
is  a  fault  in  fo  auguft  a  fragment 
of  improved  nature,  it  is,  that  the 
fize  of  the  trees  are  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  (hrubs  and  accompa- 
niments. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  country 
and  Mr.  Kent,  that  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  very  able  mafter ;  and 
did  living  artifts  come  within  my 
plan,  I  fhould  beglad  to  do  juftice 
to  Mr.  Brown  ;  but  he  may  be  a 
gainer,  by  being  referved  for  fome 
abler  pen. 

In  general  it  is  probably  true, 
that  the  polTeffor,  if  he  has  any 
tafte,  muft  be  the  beft  defigner  of 
his  own  improvements.  He  fees 
his  fituation  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  at  all  times  of  the  day.  He 
knows  where  beauty  will  not  clafh 
with  convenience,  and  obferves,  in 
his  filent  walks  or  accidental  rides, 
a  thoufand  hints  that  muft  efcape 
a  perfon  who  in  a  few  days  Iketches 
out  a  pretty  piAure,  but  has  not 
had  leifure  to  examine  the  details 
and  relations  of  every  part. 


On  Impro'ving  the  Memory,  From 
a  Treati/e  on  Education,  by  Mr. 
Knox. 

THE  great  and  obvious  uti- 
tility  of  the  memory,  has 
urged  the  ingenious  to  devife  arti- 
ficial modes  of  increafmg  its  power 
of  retention.  The  great  orator  of 
Rome,  whofe  judgment  and  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  his  genius, 
give  great  weight  to  his  opinions 
on  didaaic  fubjeas,  has  fpokcn 
rather  favourably  of  the  memoria 
tuknka,  orai-uficial  memory.  But, 
.  notwith- 
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feotwithftanding  the  authority  of 
him,  and  of  other  truily  ingenious 
Writers,  the  art  is  rather  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  curious  than  an  ufeful 
contrivance,  and  it  is  rejefted  by 
Quintilian.  Few  have  realJy  avail- 
ed themfelves  of  it ;  and  many 
\vho  have  attempted  to  acquire  it, 
have  only  added  to  the  obfcurity  of 
their  conceptions  *. 

That  mode  of  improvement, 
then,  may  be  totally  laid  afide, 
and  may  be  numbered  among  the 
fancifulinventions,  which  ferves  to 
amufe  the  idle  and  thefpeculative, 
without  being  reducible  to  gene- 
ral and  pradica!  utility.  The  only 
infallible  method  of  augmenting  its 
powers,  is  frequent,  regular,  and 
well-direfted  exerclfe  ;  fuch  exer- 
cif^,  indeed,  as  it  is  commonly 
led  to  ufe  in  the  claffical  fchools, 
where  a  night  feldom  paffes  with- 
out a  tafk  appointed  for  the  exercife 
of  the  memory. 

In  order  to  improve  the  memo- 
ly,  it  is  necefTary  to  acquire  a 
confidence  in  it.  Many  render 
it  treacherous  by  fearing  to  trull 
It  ;  and  a  praftice  has  arifen  from 
this  fear,  really  injurious,  though 


apparently  ufeful.  It  is  the  prac- 
tice of  committing  to  writing  every 
thing  which  the  ftudent  remarks, 
and  defires  to  remember.  No- 
thing is  more  common,  and  no- 
thing more  efFeftually  fruftrates  the 
purpofe  it  means  to  promote  f .  It 
is  better  that  many  things  fhould 
be  loft,  than  retained  in  the  table- 
book,  without  confiding  in  the 
memory.  Like  a  generous  friend, 
the  memory  will  repay  habitual 
confidence  with  fidelity. 

There  are  injudicious  and  illi- 
terate perfons,  who  confider  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory  as  the 
firft  objedl  in  education.  They 
think  it  is  to  be  loaded  with  hifto- 
rical  minutiae,  and  with  chrono- 
logical dates.  They  entertain  a 
mean  opinion  of  the  fcholar,  who 
cannot  recite  matters  of  fadl,  how- 
ever trivial,  and  fpecify  the  year 
of  an  event,  however  doubtful  or 
infignificant.  They  expetl  to  have 
the  chapter  and  verfe  mentioned 
on  every  citation,  and  are  more 
pleafed  with  that  little  accuracy, 
than  with  a  juft  recoUeftion  of  a 
beautiful  paflage,  or  a  ftrikingfen- 
timent.    But  to  labour  to  remem- 


*  The  fev*  following  rules  have  been  given,  and  they  may  poffibly  be  ufe- 
ful. I.  Si  longior  oratio  mandanda  fuerit  memorias,  proderit,  tota  priiis  fe- 
mel  le(5ta  at  intelletSla,  per  partes  ed'ifcere.  z.  Jnvabit,  iifdem,  quibus  fcrip- 
feris,  chartis  edifcere.  3.  Tempus  matutinum  longe  commodius  elt ;  tamen 
peiquam  utile  erit  pridie  <vefperi,  priulquam  dormitum  concedas,  femel  etite- 
rum  percurrere  ea,  quse  poftridie  funt  edifcenda.  4.  Si  quidpiam  difficilius  ad- 
dilcitur,  ill!  loco  non  erit  hiutile  aiiquod  fignum  vel  notam  apponere,  cujus  re- 
cordatio  excitet  memoriam.  5.  Praertat  non  lumuhuarie  fed  declamando  fta- 
timet  cum  geftu  edifcere.  6.  Maxima  tamen  fabricandae  et  fervandse  fibi  me- 
moriie  ars  eft  freqiiens  excrcitatio.     See  John  Holmes,  Rhet. 

t  Ilia,  qua;  fcriptis  repofuimtis,  velut  cuftodire  definimiis,  et  ipfa  fecuritate 
dimittimus.  Tbofe  things  ivhtcb  ■we  bwue  onc^  committed'to  nvriting,  ive  ceafe, 
as  tt  nxiere,  to  guard,  and  ou^  iofe  them  by  thinking  the/n  in  no  danger  of  being  loji, 
Q^iintilian. 

Miyhn  J'e  <pv\a)w  TO  MH  rPA<J)EIN,  a.K>C  iK/uttiSaVEtv.  cy  yap  Er»v  fk  yp«<f«Ta  fxn  eCiC 
•  iKirts-M.  The  fur  eft  method  of  keeping  nuhat  nue  ivijh  to  retain,  f-s  not  to  com- 
mit it  to  writing,  but  to  truft  it  to  themeinory  ;  for  it  isfcarcelypojjible  that  written 
memtrofidaJbauldnQtflibfromtkz  mind.  ■  ,' 

N2  ber 
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ber  unideal  dates,  and  unintereft- 
ing  tranfaflions,  muft  ever  be  an 
irkfome  ftudy  to  a  lively  genius ; 
and  he  wlio  ftiall  train  young  per- 
fons  in  this  laborious  crack,  will 
give  them  a  difguft  for  literature. 
It  is  to  feed  them  with  the  hulks 
of  learning,  which,  as  they  are 
both  dry  and  hard,  afFord  neither 
pleafure  nor  nourifhment.  Let 
the  reading  be  pleafant  and  rfrik- 
ing,  and  the  memory  will  grafp 
and  retain  all  that  is  fufficient  for 
the  purpofes  of  valuable  improve- 
jnent. 

There  is  one  circumftance  which 
has  had  an  unfavourable  influence 
on  afpiring  at  the  excellence  of  a 
retentive  memory.  An  idea  has 
prevailed,  that  memory  and  ge- 
nius are  feldom  united.  To  be 
poffeffed  of  memory  in  a  great  de- 
cree, has   led  fome  to  conclude, 

that  genius  was  deficient ;  and  all 

pretenfions  to  memory  have  been 

readily  facrificed  for  the  credit  of 

pofl'efling  genius.     Pope's  famous 

lines,  in   which  he  fays,  that  the 

beams  of  a  warm  imagination  dif- 

folve  the  impreflions  on  the  me- 
mory, feem  to  have  induced  thofe 

who  wilhed  to  !>•  thought  to  pofTefs 

a  fine  imagination,  to  negle^  their 

memory,    in  order  to  poffefs  one 

fymptom   of   a  fine   imagination. 

'But  I  believe  the   remark   of  the 

anconfiftency   of  great  genius  and 

great  memory,  is  not  univerfally 

true.    There  are  inftances,  among 

xhe  living,    as  well  as  the  dead, 

which  prove  fomething  againll  its 


univerfality.   It  is,  hovirever,  uftca 
true. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  nature 
has  made  a  difference  in  difpenfing 
the  power  of  retaining  ideas.     If 
we  may  believe  fome  accounts,  (he 
has  fometimes  formed  prodigies  in 
this  fpecies  of  excellence.     Murec 
relates,  that  he  recited   words   to 
the  number  of  ihirty-fix  thoufand, 
fome  of  them   without  meaning, 
to  a  young   man,    who    repeated 
them  all   immediately,    from  thdi 
beginning  to    the  end,  and  from 
the  end  to  the   beginning,  in  the 
fame  order,  without   a  moment's 
hefitation,  or    a    fingle     miftakc. 
Miraculous,  and  even  incredible, 
as   this  may   appear,  Muret  tells 
us,  there   were  innumerable  wit- 
nefTes  to  the  truth  of  the  faft,  and 
mentions  many  names  of  refpeft- 
able  perfons,    who   were    prefent 
at  the  repetition.     Many  other  in- 
flances  might  be  felefted  from  au- 
thors    of    allowed   veracity ;    but 
they  are    fo   different    from    that 
which  falls  within  the  experience 
of  mankind  in  general,  as  fcarce- 
ly  to  gain  credit.     If  they  are  true, 
they  afford    encouraging   motives 
for  the   cultivation   of  a    faculty, 
which    has    fometimes     been    ad- 
vanced to  fo  high  a  degree  of  per- 
feftion  *. 

In  giving  great  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory,  there 
is  danger  left  it  fhould  be  over- 
laden with  minute  objefts  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  highly  injurious,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  courfe  of  education. 


*  Quintilian,  after  mentioning  fome  extraordinary  inftances  of  memory,  con- 
cludes with  this  judicious  remark  :  Dicebantxir  etiam  efTe  nunc  qui  facerent,  fed 
mihi  nunquam  ut  ipfe  interefTem  contigit  ;  habenda  tamen  fides  eft  vel  in  hoc, 
ut,  qui  crediderit,  et  fperet.  It  is  I  aid  there  are  fome  <who  can  do  fo  noiv  \  but  i 
■never  ha've  happened  to  meet  iviih  them ;  one  nvould,  ho^veruer,  believe  it,  if  it 
I'Jer/f  mly  for  this  reafon,  that  be  ivho  bclie'ves  that  fuch  things  ha've  been,  may 
hope  tlAt  they  may  be  again, ' 
'  •  Let 
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L^t  it  therefore  be  confidered, 
that  a  good  memory*,  according 
to  a  fimilitude  of  Erafmus,  refem- 
bles  a  net  fo  made  as  to  confine  all 
the  great  fifh,  but  to  let  the  little 
ones  efcape. 


Qn  the  literary  Education  of  Women. 
From  the  fame. 

THERE  are  many  prejudices 
entertained  againft  the  cha- 
radler  of  a  learned  lady ;  and  per- 
haps if  all  ladies  were  profound- 
ly learned,  fome  inconveniences 
might  arife  from  it;  but  I  mull 
own  it  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  a  woman  will  be  rendered 
Jefs  acceptable  in  the  world,  or 
worfe  qualified  to  perform  any 
part  of  her  duty  in  it,  by  having 
employed  the  time  from  fix  to 
fixteen,  in  the  cultivation  of  her 
mind.  Time  enough  will  remain, 
;ifter  a  few  hours  every  day  fpent 
in  reading,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  perfon,  and  the  acquifitioa 
of  the  ufual  accompliihments. 
With  refpedt  to  thefe  accomplilh- 
jpents,  I  will  not  prefume  to  dire^ 


the  method  of  purfuing  them.  I 
will  not  fo  far  intrude  on  a  pro* 
vince,  which  by  no  means  belongs 
to  me.  The  ladies  themfelves, 
and  their  inftruftors,  want  no  di- 
redlions  iu  matters  of  external  or- 
nament, the  end  of  which  is  to 
pleafc  on  intuition.  However  ar- 
rogant the  men  have  been  in  their 
claims  of  fuppriorit^,  they  have 
ufually  allowed  the  ladies  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  delicate  tafte  in  the 
improvement  and  perception  of  all 
kinds  of  beauty. 

The  literary  education  of  women 
ought  indifputably  to  be  varied 
according  to  their  fortunes,  and 
their  expeftations.  Much  refine- 
ment, and  a  tafte  for  books,  will 
injure  her,  whofe  time,  from  pru^ 
dential  motives,  muft  be  entirely 
engroffed  by  ceconomy.  li'ew  wo- 
men are  indeed  exempted  from  all 
attention  to  domeftic  care.  But 
yet  the  unmarried,  and  thofe  who 
enjoy  opulence,  find  many  inter- 
vals which  they  often  devote  to 
fome  fpecies  of  reading.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
reading  would  be  felefled  with 
more  judgment,  and  would  afford 
more  pleafure  ^nd  advantage,  if 


*  Some  perfons  feem  to  think,  that  a  wood  memory  confifts  in  retaining 
dates  and  minute  particular^ ;  but  I  believe,  that  though  a  reader  remembers 
but  few  dates,  and  few  minute  particular?,  he  may  yet  retain  all  the  neceflary 
generalideas  znA  valuable  concluf.onf.  He  will  fee  a  wide  and  beautiful  arr 
rangement  of  important  objefts  ;  while  another  vvhp  ftoops  to  pick  up  and 
prclerve  every  trifle,  will  have  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  It  is  not  enough 
that  the  mind  can  re-produce  juft  what  it  has  received  from  reading,  and  no 
1[Tiore  ;  it  muft  re-produce  itdigefted,  altered,  improved,  and  refined.  Read- 
ing, like  food,  muft  fliew  Its  effefls  in  ^\omour\g  growth  i  flnce,  according 
to  a  firiking  remark  of  Epi^etus,  yk  n-poSara,  h  xh'^av  <^k^mta,  -ro.-f  Troi/u^jj 
i;Wi?E«vJ=(,  nOiON  ''£<J>ArHN'  aXXi  tw  VOjU.w  "ESiZ  nETAin-A^  "EPIA  £^(U  flffi  5  TAAA. 
^hcep  do  not/honv  the  Jhepherd  hoiv  much  they  harje  eaten,  by  producing  the  grafi 
iijelf ;  but  after  they  have  inwardly  digejied  the  pajiure,  they  produce  outivn/dlv 
•^'-'ool  and  rnilk,  -     .         .  .  .  •  -    , 
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the  tafte  were  formed  by  early 
culture  *. 

I  will  then  venture  to  recom- 
mend, that  ladies  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  ihould  have  a  claflical  edu- 
cation. But  let  not  the  reader  be 
alarmed.  I  mean  not  to  advife, 
that  they  ftiould  be  initiated,  with- 
out exception,  in  Greek  and  Latin  ; 
but  that  they  fhould  be  well  and 
early  acquainted  with  the  French 
and  the  Engliih  claflics. 

As  foon  as  they  can  read  with 
fluency,  let  them  begin  to  learn 
Lowth's  Grammar,  and  to  read 
at  the  fame  time  fome  very  eafy 
and  elegant  author,  with  a  view  to 
exemplify  the  rules.  They  fhould 
learn  a  part  in  grammar  every 
morning,  and  then  proceed  to  read 
a  lelTon  ;  juft  in  the  manner  ob- 
ferved  in  ciaffical  fchools  in  learn- 
ing Latin.  After  a  year  fpcnt  in 
this  method,  if  the  fuccefs  is  ade- 
quate to  the  time,  they  Ihould  ad- 
vance to  French,  and  (tudy  that 
language  exadly  in  the  fame  mode. 
In  the  French  grammar,  it  will 
not  be  neceflary  to  go  through 
thofe  particulars  which  are  com- 
mon to  the  grammars  of  all  lan- 
guages, and  which  have  been 
learned  in  ftudying  Englifli. 

Several  years  ftjould  be  fpent  in 
this  elementary  procefs  J  and  when 
the  fcbolar  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  orthography  and  grammar, 
fhe  may  then  proceed  to  the  cul- 


tivation of  tafte.  Milton,  Addi. 
fon,  and  Pope,  mull  be  the  ftand- 
ing  models  in  Englifh  ;  Boileau, 
Fontenelle  f ,  and  Vertot,  in 
French  j  and  1  wifh  thefe  to  be 
attended  to  folely  for  a  confider- 
able  time.  Many  inconveniences 
arife  from  engaging  young  minds 
in  the  perufal  of  too  many  boo^s. 
After  thefe  authors  have  been  read 
over  with  attention,  and  with  a 
critical  obfervation  of  their  beau- 
ties, the  fcholar  may  be  permitted 
to  feleft  any  of  the  approved  wri- 
ters of  France  and  England,  fqr 
her  own  improvement.  She  will 
be  able  to  feledt  with  fome  judg- 
ment, and  will  have  laid  a  founda- 
tion which  will  bear  a  good  fuper- 
flrudlure.  Her  mind,  if  (he  has 
been  fuccefsful  in  this  courfe,  will 
have  imbibed  an  elegance  which 
will  naturally  difFufe  itfelf  over  her 
converfation,  addrefs,  and  beha- 
viour. It  is  well  knov/n,  that 
internal  beauty  contributes  much 
to  perfeft  external  grace.  I  be- . 
lieve  it  will  ^Ifo  be  favourable  to 
virtue,  and  will  operate  greatly 
in  reftraining  from  any  condudl 
grofsly  indelicate,  and  obvioufly 
improper.  Much  of  the  profligai^y 
of  female  manners  has  proceeded 
from  a  levity  occafioned  by  a  want 
of  a  proper  education,  She  who 
has  no  tafte  for  well  written  books, 
will  often  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fperid 
her  time  J ;  and  the  confequenc6§ 


*  **  The  girl  is  altogether  kept  from  exercifes  of  good  learning  and  know- 
ledge  of  good  letters,  or  t\k  (he  is  fo  noiifeled  in  amorous  bookes,  vaine 
Ivories,  and  fonde  trifling  fancies,  &c."  E.  Hake's  Touchftone  for  the  time 
prefent.  See  the  paffage  quoted  in  the  ingenious  Mr.  T.  Warton's  Hiftory  of 
Englifti  foerry. 

■\-  Though  Fontenelle  is  accufed  by  the  critics  of  deviating  a  little  from  the 
claifical  ftaridard,  he  is  yet  a  very  pleafing  writer. 

X  How  happy  is   it  T»  KNOW  HOW  to  live  with  onefelf,   to  find  onefelf 

again  with  pleafure,  to  leave  onefelf  with  regret !  The  world  then  is  lefs  ne- 

«eflary  to  one,"-  Marchion'Ess  de  Lambert, 

^  of 
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of  luch  a  ]|ate  are  too  frequent  nqt 
to  be  knowQ^  and  too  fatal  not  to 
be  ^voided. 

Whenever  a  young  lady  in  eafy 
circumltances  appears  to  polTefs  a 
genius,  and  an  inclination  for 
learned  purfuits,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  fhe  ought,  if  her  Situation  and 
connections  permit,  to  be  early 
inilrudled  in  the  elements  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  Her  mind  is  certainly 
as  capable  of  improvement,  as 
that  of  the  other  fe^.  The  in- 
llances  which  might  be  brought  to 
prpve  this,  are  all  too  well  known 
to  admit  of  citation.  And  the 
method  to  be  purfued  muil:  be  ex- 
a<51y  the  fame  as  that  which  is 
ufed  in  the  private  tuition  of  boys, 
when  judicioufly  conduded. 

And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding,  that  though  I  difapprove, 
for  the  moft  part,  of  private  tuition 
for  boys,  yet  I  very  ferioufly  re- 
commend it  to  girls,  with  little 
exception.  All  fenfible  people 
agree  in  thinking,  that  large  fe- 
minaries  of  young  ladies,  though 
managed  with  all  the  vigilance 
and  caution  which  human  abilities 
can  exert,  are  in  danger  of  great 
corruption.  Vanity  and  vice  will 
W  introduced    by   fome  among  a 


large  number,  and  the  contagion 
foon  fpreads  with  irrefiftible  vio- 
lence. Who  can  be  fo  proper  aa 
inftruftot  and  guardian,  as  a  ten- 
der and  a  fenfible  mother  ?  Where 
can  virgin  innocence  and  delicacy 
be  better  protected,  than  under  a 
parent's  roof,  and  in  a  father's 
and  a  brother's  bofom  ?  Certainly 
no  where,  provided  that  the  pa- 
rents are  fejnfible  and  virtuous,  and 
that  the  houfe  is  free  from  im- 
proper or  dangerous  connexions. 
But  where  the  parents  are  much 
engaged  in  pleafure,  or  in  bufi- 
nefs ;  where  they  are  ignorant  or 
vicious ;  where  a  family  is  expofed 
to  the  vifits  or  conftant  company 
of  libertine  young  perfons  ;  there 
it  is  certainly  expedient  to  place  a 
daughter  under  the  care  of  fome 
of  thofe  judicious  matrons,  who 
prefide  over  the  fchools  in  or  near 
the  metropolis.  But  T  believe  ic 
often  happens,  that  young  ladies 
are  fent  from  their  parent's  eye, 
to  thefe  feminaries,  principally 
with  a  view  to  form  connexions. 
I  leave  it  to  the  heart  of  a  feeling 
father  to  determine,  whether  it  is 
not  cruel  *  to  endanger  the  morahs 
of  his  offspring  for  the  fake  of 
intereft  t» 

RefleSliont 


♦  It  njuft  be  remembered,  that  only  thofe  parents  can  Incur  this  cenfure, 
who  keep  their  daughters  at  fchool  after  a  certain  AGE. 

f  One  of  the  llrongeft  arguments  in  favour  of  the  literary  education  of 
women,  is,  that  it  enables  them  to  fuperintend  the  domeftic  education  of  their 
children  in  the  earlier  periods,  efpecially  of  daughters.  We  are  told,  in  the 
very  elegant  dialogue  on  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  eloquence,  that  it  was  the 
glory  of  the  antient  Roman  matrons,  to  devote  themfelves  to  oeconomy,  and 
the  care  of  their  children's  education.  Jamprimum  filius  ex  cafta  parente 
natus,  non  in  celld  empta  nutricis  educabatur,  fed  in  gremio  ac  finu  matris, 
cujus  prajcipua  laus  erat,  lueri  dcmum  et  infervire  liberis.  ...  Sic  Corneliam 
Gracchorum,  fie  Aureliam  Julii  Caefaris,  fie  Attiam  Augufti  matrem,  prae- 
fuifle  educationibus  liberorum  accepimus.  As  foon  as  a  Jon  ivas  born  of  a  chafie 
parent,  be  nvas  not  brought  up  in  the  cottage  of  fome  hirelmg  nurfe,  but  in  the 
lap  and  the  bcfom  of  his  mother ,  nuhofe  principal  merit  it  -was  to  take  care 
of  the  houfe t  and  to  devote  berfdfto  the  fervUe  of  the  children,  .  .  .  'Thm  are 
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RefleSions  on  the  DiJIreJes  of  the  PdQr. 

THE  fad  which  is  here  re- 
lated, and  the  reHedlions  to 
which  it  gave  rife,  are  too  intereft- 
ing  to  require  any  excufe  for  their 
being  taken  from  one  of  the  moll 
chafte  and  inllrut^ive  raifcellanies 
of  the  age  *. 

VirERE  there  no mifery  or  diftrefs 
^^  in  the  world,  there  would  be 
few  occafions  forexercifing  that  be- 
nevolence, which  excites  gratitude 
and  thankfulnefs  en  one  hand,  and 
the  tender  emotions  of  fympathy 
and  humanity  on  the  other.  Con- 
fcious  as  we  are,  that  no  one  is 
exempt  from  the  painful  vicii^- 
tudes  of  life,  and  that  the  blefled 
to-day  may  tp-morrow  experience 
a  bitter  reverfe  ;  the  child  of  woe 
is  always  an  objedl  of  commifera- 
tion,  and  fhould  excite  in  our 
hearts  that  kind  of  compaflion, 
and  obtain  that  aid  from  lis,  which 
\ve  fhould  look  for,  were  fuch 
afflictions  fuffered  to  overtake  us. 
Various    are    ^he    occafions    \o 
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excite  the  fympathetic  feelings  of 
the  human  heart,  for  diftrefi  ap- 
pears in  a  thoufand  ftiapes ;  but 
perhaps  there  are  none  more  de- 
ferving  of  Qur  attention,  than  ab- 
jeft  poverty,  particularly  at  this 
time,  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafon  requires  additional  ex- 
pences,  and  when  families,  whq 
have  been  fopported  by  induftry 
and  labour,  are  many  of  thern 
robbed  of  this  fupport  by  the  exi- 
gences of  war,  and  compelled  to* 
depend  upon  the  fcanty  and  pre- 
carious affiftance  of  the  parifh. 
Many  who  are  permitted  to  con- 
tinue with  their  families  arq 
obliged  to  labour  in  all  the  fevere 
changes  of  weather,  and  are  con- 
fequently  more  liable  to  violent 
difeafes  and  aggravated  want. 
'J  heir  families  are  often  numerous, 
their  habitations  clofe  and  con- 
fined, and,  when  a  fever  or  any 
infeftious  dif^afe  is  once  intro- 
duced, it  extends  its  malignity, 
and  augments  derolation  and  mi- 
fery :    for  the   arm  of  the  father, 

*we  isld,  CorneUa,  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi,  thus  Aurelia,  of  Julius  Cafar^ 
ibus  Attia,  cf  Augiiflus,  frefided  O'ver  the  educaticr.  of  their  children.  "And  with 
refpecl  to  its-  not  being  the  cuftom' to  teach  ladies  Latin,  we  may  lay  in  the 
words  of  the  learned.  Matron  in  Erafnius,  Quid  mihi  ciias  vulgum,  pefliaium 
lei  gerendse  anctorem  ?  Quid  mihi  confiietiidiViem,  omniurp  malaium  rcrum 
magiliram  ?  Optimis  afluUcendiim :  ita  fiet  Iblituin,  qiiod  erat  infolitum  ;  et 
fuave  fiet,  quod  erat  infciave  ;  fiet  decoium,  quod  videbatur  indeconim.  Why 
tin  you  tell  me  rf  the  generality  of  feople,  the  ijery  ivorjl  tattern  of  conduU  ? 
Why  do  you  talk' to  me  of  the  cujlom,  the  teacher  of  all  that' is  bad?  Let  us 
iiccuflo'm  'ourfelves  to  that  nvhicb  tve  hioiju  is  bff.  So,  that  nuill  become  uJuaL 
rvjhich  'was  unufnal;  and  that  i^'ill  become  agreeable  'whjoh  ivas  difagreeabtei 
and  that  fafjionable  -i-jhich  af feared' unfafhibnahle.  ' 

^  He  of  wlvom  antiquity  hoafts  itfelt  as  of  the  wifeft  of  mortals,  was  inftrufted. 
in  many  eleyant  and  profound  fubjefis  of  learning  by  a  lady'.  '   '  ' 

Aa-Trana.    (/.Iff   TOi    h    roiph    rov    tmifiTw;    JiS'as-xaXo?    tccv    prcfixSiv   \(yt>iv.       Afpafa^ 
the  learned  lady,  --was  the preceptrefs  of  Socraf-es  in  rhetoric.        '    ATHeN-^vs.  ^ 

nXttrajv     T5V    2&xpa.T>iv     wttp     ayrS;     <fMjj    /Lw9i~y    Ta    iroMrmut        Plato    fajs     that^ 
Socrates  learned  politics  of  her.        '       ■  •      "  '        HarpocratiON. 

■    See  fome  excellent  remarks  on  the  fiibjffl  of  giving  daughters  a  learned  edu- 
cation, in  Eraf.  Epilt.  to  Biidasus,  cited  iii  Jortm's  Eraf,  vol.  ii.  p.  36^.  •" 
*  Gentleman's  Magazine. 

^"•.  .■■■A   •■,■■        .,•^,^^:^  upon 
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upon  which  a  family  of  helplefs 
children  naturally  depend  for  fup- 
port,  is  thus  equally  proftrate 
with  the  bab-^  at  the  breaft.  Sick- 
nefs  under  every  exterior  comfort 
excites  our  folicitude  and  concern  ; 
but  what  a  pifture  of  human  woe 
is  exhibited,  when  want,  penury, 
and  pain,  conftitute  the  pillow  ! 

The  benevolence  of  this  nation 
is  great  beyond  comparifon ;  and, 
when  real  diftrefs  is  known,  fome 
tender  bofom  overflows  with  com- 
fort and  fuccour ;  but  the  chief 
examples  of  mifery  are  unknown 
and  unrelieved  j  many  there  are 
too  diffident  to  apply  for  aid,  or 
ignorant  how  to  do  it ;  fome  of 
thefe  pine  away  in  folitary  want, 
^ill  death  clofes  their  fufferings : 
pumbers,  however,  rather  than 
iilently  fuffer  their  hufbands,  their 
wives,  and  their  children,  utterly 
to  perilh,  fuppiicate  our  aid  in 
the  public  ftreets  and  priyate  a- 
yenues ;  hut,  unfortunately  for 
them,  the  prevalent  opinion,  that 
there  is  forpewhere  abundant  pro- 
vifion  for  the  poor,  and  that  idle- 
jiefs,  not  neceffity,  prompts  their 
petitions,  induces  many  to  refufe 
that  pittance,  which  would  prove 
no  lofs  to  themfelves,  and  in  fome 
inftances  rpight  fave  a  life. 

In  fome  difeafes  the  attack  is 
violent,  and  the  progrefs  rapid  ; 
and  before  the  fettlemen^  of  a 
poor  helplefs  objefl  cam  te  afcer- 
tained,  death  decides  the  con- 
troverly. 

I  know  that  many  utideferving 
cbjedls  intrude  upon  the  benevo- 
lent, tp  the  injury  of  real  diftrefs  ; 
but,  rather  than  thofe  fhould 
fuffer  all  the  pangs  of  mifery  lin- 
pitied  and  unaided,  fome  enquiry 
inight  be  made,  and  their  cafe 
afcercained :    were  this    tried,    it 


would  frequently  bring  us  ac- 
quainted with  fituations  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  mifery  which  cannot 
be  defcribed :  acquaintance  with 
fuch  fcenes  of  human  woe  would 
equally  excite  thankfulnefs  for 
ourfelves,  and  companion  for  our 
fellow-creatures,  who  are  vifited 
with  fufferings  and  pangs  from 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  pro- 
videntially, if  not  undefervedly, 
preferved. 

Thefe  fentlments  were  the  re- 
fult  of  a  morning  walk  in  the  me- 
tropolis, which  introduced  the 
writer  into  fome  fituations  of  real 
life,  the  relation  of  which,  he 
trufts,  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  thofe  benevolent  minds,  whQ 
think 

To  pity  human  woe 
Is  what  the  happy  to  the  unhappy  owe. 

A  Morning  Walk  in  the  Metropolis, 

'*  About  the  beginning  of  De-i 
cumber,  on  going  out  of  my  houle- 
door,  I  was  accolled  by  a  tall  thin 
man,  whofe  countenance  exhibited 
fuch  a  pidlure  of  diltrefs  and  po- 
verty as  fixed  my  attention,  and 
induced  me  to  enquire  into  his 
fituation.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  a  day-labourer,  juft  reco- 
vering from  ficknefs,  and  that  fee- 
ble as  he  then  was,  in  order  to, 
procure  fuftenance  for  a  fick  family 
at  home,  he  was  compelled  to  feek 
for  work,  and  to  exert  himfel^ 
much  beyond  his  Qrength ;  and  he 
added,  that  he  lived  in  a  court 
called  Little  Greenwich,  in  Al- 
derfgate-ftreet.  This  poor  object 
feemed  to  feet  diftrefs  too  deeply  to 
be  an  impoltor:  and  I  could  not 
avoid  beltowing  fome  means  of 
obviating  his  prefent  want,  for 
which  he  retired  bowing,  with 
tea,rs  in   his  eyes ;    but  when  he 

'  got 
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got  out  of  fight,  his  image  was 
prefent  with  me  :  I  was  then  ferry 
that  my  generofity  had  not  been 
equal  to  my  fenfibility,  and  this 
ittduced  me  to  attempt  Ending  out 
his  family.  He  had  mentioned 
that  his  name  was  Foy,  and  by  the 
information  he  gave  me,  I  difco- 
vercd  his  miferable  habitation  : 
with  difficulty  1  found  my  way  up 
a  dark  paflage  and  ftair-cafe  to  a 
little  chamber  furnifhed  with  one 
bedftead  ;  an  old  box  was  the  only 
article  thst  anfwered  the  purpofe 
of  a  chair,  the  furniture  of  the 
bed  confiitfid  of  a  piece  of  old 
ticken,  and  a  worn-out  blanket, 
which  conliituted  the  only  couch, 
except  the  floor,  whereon  this 
afHided  family  could  recline  their 
heads  to  reft:  and  what  a  fcene 
did  they  prefent!  Near  the  centre 
of  the  bed  lay  the  mother  with 
half  a  fhift,  and  covered  as  high  as 
the  middle  with  the  blanker.  She 
was  incapable  of  telling  her  com- 
plaints— The  fpittle,  for  want  of 
fome  fluid  to  moiften  her  mouth, 
had  dried  upon  her  lips,  which 
were  black,  as  were  likewife  the 
gums,  the  concomitants  of  a  pu- 
trid fever,  the  diforder  under  which 
fhe  laboured.  At  another  end  of 
the  blanket  was  extended  a  girl 
about  five  years  old  ;  it  had  rolled 
from  under  this  covering,  and  was 
totally  naked,  except  its  back,  on 
which  a  blifter  plaller  was  tied  by 
a  piece  of  packthread  crofled  over 
its  breaft  ;  and,  though  labouring 
under  this  dreadful  fever,  the  poor 
creature  was  afleep.  On  one  fide 
of  its  mother  lay  a  naked  boy, 
about  two  years  old  ;  this  little 
innocent  was  likewife'  fleeping. 
On  the  other  fide  of  the  mother, 
on  the  floor,  or  rather  on  an  old 
box,  lay  a  girl  about  twelve  years 


old  ;  fhe  was  in  part  covered  witl| 
her  gown  and  petticoat,  but  fhe 
had  no  fhift.  The  fever  had  not 
bereaved  her  of  her  fenfes :  fljc 
was  perpetually  moaning  out,  **  I 
fliall  die  of  thirft,  pray  give  me 
fome  water  to  drink."  Near  her 
flood  another  girl,  about  four  years 
old,  bare-footed  :  her  whole  co- 
vering was  a  loofe  piece  of  petti- 
coat thrown  over  her  fhoulders  ; 
and  to  this  infant  it  was  that  her 
filler  was  crying  for  water. 

I  now  experienced  how  greatly 
the  fight  of  real  mifery  exceeds 
the  defcription  of  it.  What  a  con- 
traft  did  this  fcene  exhibit  to  the 
plenty  and  elegance  which  reigned 
within  the  extent  of  a  few  yards 
only — for  this  miferable  receptacle 
was  oppofite  to  the  fiately  edifice 
of  an  honourable  alderman,  and 
Ilill  nearer  were  many  fpacious 
houfes  and  (hops. 

1  haveobferved,  that  the  daugh- 
ter who  was  ftretched  on  the  floor 
was  flill  able  to  fpeak.  She  told 
me  that  fomething  was  the  matter 
with  her  mother's  fide,  and  alked 
me  to  look  at  it.  I  turned  up  an 
edge  of  the  blanket,  and  found 
that  a  very  large  mortification  had 
taken  place,  extending  from  the 
middle  of  her  body  to  the  middle 
of  the  thigh,  and  of  a  hand's 
breadth  ;  the  length  was  upwards 
of  half  a  yard,  and  to  Itop  its 
progrefs  nothing  had  been  applied. 
It  was  a  painful  fight  to  behold  ; 
and  many  not  lefs  painful  exift  in 
this  metropolis.  I  procured  me- 
dical afTiilance  immediately,  and 
for  a  trifling  gratuity  got  a  neigh- 
bour to  nurfe  the  family.  The 
church- warden,  to  whom  I  made 
application,  heard  their  hiftory 
with  concern,  and  added  his  hu- 
mane aid,  to  refciie  froro  death  a 

poor 
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poor  and  almoft  expiring  family. 
I  have,  however,  the  pleafure  to 
conclude  this  relation  of  their  un- 
fpeakable  diftrefs,  by  communi- 
cating their  total  deliverance  from 
it,  which,  I  think,  may  be  juilly 
attributed  to  the  timely  affiilance 
adminiflered. 

London,  Jan.  6,  1780. 

J.  C.  Lettsom." 


Pefcription  of  Pompey'j  Pillar,  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Alexandria, 
in  Egypt,  and  an  Anecdote  of  fame 
Engiifh  Sea  Officers  there.  From 
Irwin'^  Voyage  up  the  Red  Sea* 

IN  the  afternoon  a  large  party 
of  us  fallied  out  to  take  a  view 
of  Pompey's  Pillar,  the  theme  of 
the  prefentage,  and  the  admiration 
of  pall  times  I  Befides  my  compa- 
nions and  myfelf,  we  were  joined 
by  the  two  Englifli  commanders  of 
the  Ihips  in  the  harbour,  and  Mon- 
iieur  Meillon,  and  fome  young 
gentlemen  of  the  French  factory. 
We  mounted  the  flrft  afTes  that 
prefented  themfelve»  for  hire,  and, 
attended  by  our  Janizary,  took  the 
courfe  we  purfued  yefterday.  We 
left  the  convent  on  our  right,  -and 
prefently  came  among  broken 
arches  and  long  pavements,  which 
are  the  remains  of  an  aqueduct. 
Several  towers  reared  up  their  dif- 
jnantled  heads  on  each  fide  of  us, 
\vhofe  appearance  pronounces  them 
to  have  been  pofts  of  great  im- 
portance and  ftrength,  A  number 
of  ftately  pillars  next  engaged  our 
attention.  They  are  placed  in 
two  parallel  lines,  and  feem  to 
have  formerly  fupported  fome 
\  magnificent  portico.  The  pillars 
fire  of  granite,  or  Thebaic  marble. 


and  about  thirty  feet  high,  of  a 
fingle  ftone  ;  and  we  counted  no 
lefs  than  thirty  of  them  ftill  Hand- 
ing. But  however  choice  thefe 
columns  might  be  in  any  other 
place,  they  were  but  foils  to  the 
pillar  which  now  appeared  before 
us.  We  had  been  buried  amid 
the  ruins  and  the  hills  of  fand, 
which  the  winds  have  thrown  up, 
when,  leaving  the  city  by  the  gate 
of  Rofeto,  we  came  unexpededljr 
upon  the  Pillar.  It  is  impoffible 
to  tell  which  is  moft  worthy  of  ad- 
miration, the  height,  the  work- 
manfhip,  or  the  condition  of  this' 
pillar.  By  the  beft  accounts  we 
can  obtain,  it  is  an  hundred  and 
ten  feet  high.  The  (haft,  which  is 
of  a  fingle  flone  of  granite,  is 
ninety  feet,  and  the  pedeftal  is 
twenty  feet  more.  It  is  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  which  gives  a 
beautiful  dignity  to  its  fimplicity, 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  modern 
architedure.  It  has  fuffered  little 
or  no  injury  from  time.  The  po- 
lifli  upon  the  (haft  has  wonderfully 
wLthftood  the  buffeting  of  the  tem- 
peft ;  and  it  promifes  to  hand  down 
a  patriot  name  to  the  late  pofterity 
of  the  ignorant  native,  who  has  no 
other  trace  of  the  fame  of  Pompey ! 
The  pedeftal  has  been  fomewhat 
damaged  by  the  inftruments  of  tra- 
vellers, who  are  curious  to  poffefs  a 
relic  of  this  antiquity  ;  and  one  of 
the  volutes  of  the  column  was  im^ 
maturely  brought  down  about  four 
years  ago,  by  a  prank  of  fome  Eng- 
lilh  Captains,  which  is  too  ludi- 
crous to  pafs  over. 

Thefe  jolly  fons  of  Neptune  had 
been  puihing  about  the  cann  on 
board  one  of  the  fhips  in  the  har- 
bour, until  a  ftrange  freak  entered 
into  one  of  their  brains,  i'hs 
eccentricity 
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eccentricity  of  the  thought  occa- 
fioned  it  immediately  to  be  adopt- 
ed J  and  its  apparent  impoflibility 
was  but  a  fpur  for  putting  it  into 
execution.  The  boat  was  ordered, 
and,  vvith  proper  implements  for 
the  attempt,  thefe  enterprizing 
Iheroes  pufhed  alhore,  to  drink  a 
bowl  of  punch  on  the  top  of  Pom- 
pey's  Pillar  !  At  the  fpot  they  ar- 
rived J  and  many  contrivances 
f,'ere  propofed  to  accomplifii  the 
defired  point.  But  their  labour 
was  vain  ;  and  they  began  to  de- 
-  fpair  of  fuccefs,  when  the  genius 
who  flruck  out  the  frolic  happily 
fuggefted  the  means  of  performing 
it.  A  man  was  difpatched  to  the 
city  for  a  paper  kite.  The  inha- 
bitants were  by  this  time  apprized 
'  i)f  what  was  going  forward,  and 
flocked  in  crowds  to  be  witnefles  of 
the  addrefs  and  boldnefs  of  the 
English.  The  Governor  of  Alex- 
andria was  told  that  ihcfe  feamen 
were  about  to  pull  down  Pompey's 
Pillar.  But  whether  he  gave  them 
credit  for  their  refpeft  tothe  Roman 
warrior,  or  to  the  1  urkilli  govern- 
ment, he  left  them  to  themfelves, 
^nd  politely  anfwcred,  that  the 
Englilh  were  too  great  patriots  to 
injure  the  remains  of  Pompey. 
.  lie  knew  little,  however,  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  people  who  were 
engaged  in  this  undertaking.  Had 
the  Turkifli  empire  rofe  in  oppo- 
fition,  it  would  nor,  perhaps,  at 
that  moment  have  deterred  them. 
The  kite  was  brought,  and  Hown 
fo  direftly  over  the  pillar,  that 
when  it  fell  on  the  other  fide,  the 
llring  lodged  upon  the  capitcl. 
The  chief  obflacle  was  now  over- 
come. A  two-inch  rope  was  tied 
to  one  end  of  the  itring,  and 
drawn  over  the  pillar  by  the  end 
to  which  the  ki:c  was  aihxeci.     By 


this  rope  one  of  the  feamen  afcend- 
ed  to  the  top,  and  in  lefs  than  an 
hour  a  kind  of  ftiroud  was  con- 
ftrufted,  by  which  the  whole  com- 
pany went  up,  and  drank  their 
punch  amid  the  fhouts  of  the 
aftonilhed  multitude.  To  the  eye 
below,  the  capital  of  the  pillar 
does  not  appear  capable  of  holding 
more  than  one  man  upon  itj  but 
our  feamen  found  it  could  contain 
no  lefs  than  eight  perfons  very 
conveniently.  It  is  aftonilhing 
that  no  accident  bcfel  thefe  rasd- 
caps,  in  a  fituation  fo  elevated, 
that  would  have  turned  a  landman 
giddy  in  his  fober  fenfes.  The 
only  detriment  which  the  pillar 
received,  was  the  lofs  of  the  volute 
before  mentioned  ;  which  came 
down  with  a  thundering  found, 
and  was  carried  to  England  by  one 
of  the  captains,  as  a  prefent  to  a 
lady  who  commiffioned  him  for  q, 
piece  of  the  pillar.  The  difcovery 
which  they  made,  amply  com- 
penfated  for  this  mifchief;  as 
without  their  evidence,  the  world 
would  not  have  known  at  this 
hour,  that  there  was  originally  a 
llatue  on  this  pillar,  one  foot  and 
ancle  of  which  are  Hill  remaining. 
The  flacue  was,  probably,  of  Pom- 
pey himfelf ;  and  mull  have  beea 
of  a  gigantic  fize,  to  have  appeared 
of  a  qian's  proportioti  at  (6  great 
an  height. 

There  are  circui^ftances  in  this 
ftory  which  might  give  it  an  air  of 
fiinon,  were  it  not  demonilrated 
beyond  all  doubt.  Befides  ih^ 
teliimc.nies  of  many  eye  witnefles, 
the  adventurers  themfelves  have  lef? 
us  a  token  of  the  facl,  by  the  ini- 
tials of  their  names,  which  are  very 
legible  in  black  paint  jull  beneath 
the  capital. 
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Exemplary  Injiance  of  Jufiice  in  the 
'       prefmt  King  of  Pruffia. 

ONE  John  Michael  Arnold,  a 
miller,  had  bought  the  leafe 
of  a  mill,  belonging  to  the  eftate 
of  Count  Schmeitau  of  Pommerzig, 
iituated  in  the  New  Marche  of 
Brandenburgh,  near  the  city  of 
Cuftrin,  and  known  in  that  pro- 
vince under  the  name  of  the  Pom- 
merziger  Kreb's  Mill.  This  mill, 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Arnold 
bought  the  leafe  of  it,  was  plen- 
tifully fupplied  with  water,  by  a 
rivulet  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  river  Warta.  During  fix  years, 
Mr.  Arnold  had  made  various  im- 
provements in  the  faid  mill,  and, 
by  means  of  his  labour  and  in- 
duftry,  had  been  enabled  to  pay 
his  rent  regularly,  and  to  acquire 
a  fufficiency  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  about  four  years  ago,  the 
proprietor  of  the  faid  mill  refolved 
to  enlarge  a  fi(h-pond  contiguous 
to  his  feat,  and  caufed  a  canal  to 
be  cut  from  the  faid  rivulet,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  above  the  mill,  to 
fupply  his  fifli-pond  with  water. 
By  thefe  means  the  current  of  the 
ftream  was  leffened,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  water  fo  much  diminilhed, 
that  the  mill  could  no  longer  do 
the  ufual  work. 

The  miller  had  forefeen  the 
event,  and  from  the  beginning 
had  remonftrated  againfl:  the  cut- 
ting of  the  canal.  But  his  re- 
monftrances,  as  well  as  his  foli- 
citations  for  cancelling  the  leafe, 
proving  in  vain,  he  was  at  laft 
forced  to  feek  redrefs  in  a  court  of 
judicature  at  Cuftrin,  to  whofe 
cognizance  the  affair  belonged  : 
bat  his  lord  being  a  man  of  for- 


tune and  confsquence  in  that  pro- 
vince, foon  found  means  to  fruf- 
trate  his  endeavours.  He  con- 
tinued to  enlarge  his  fifh-pond, 
fo  that  the  miller,  inftead  of  find- 
ing redrefs,  found  his  water  daily 
decreafing  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
at  laft  he  could  only  work  during 
two  or  three  weeks  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
miller  could  no  longer  procure  his 
livelihood,  and  pay  his  rent,  and 
confequently  became  indebted  to 
his  lord  for  a  confiderable  fum. 
The  latter,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
rent,  entered  a  fuit  againft  him  ia 
the  fame  court  of  law  at  Cuftrin, 
which  had  before  refufed  relief  to 
the  miller,  and  foon  obtained  a 
fentence  againft  the  miller's effefls; 
which  fentence  being  approved  of 
and  ratified  in  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals  at  Berlin,  was  put  into 
execution.  The  miller's  leafe, 
utenfils,  goods,  and  chattels,  were 
feized,  and  fold,  in  order  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  moft  iniquitous  law- 
fuit;  and  thus  poor  Arnold  and  his 
family  were  reduced  to  want  and 
wretchednefs. 

A  glaring  injuftice  of  that  kind 
could  not  pafs  unnoticed  by  fome 
friends  to  humanity,  who  well 
knew  the  benevolent  and  equi- 
table intentions  of  their  fovereign. 
They  advifed  and  affifted  the  mil- 
ler to  lay  his  cafe  before  the  king. 
His  majefty,  llruck  with  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  narrative,  and  the 
injuftice  that  had  apparently  been 
committed,  refolved  to  inquire  mi- 
nutely into  this  affair,  and  if  the 
miller's  aflertions  were  founded  in 
truth,  to  punifti,  in  aa  exem- 
plary 
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plary  manner,  the  authors  and 
promoters  of  fuch  an  unjuft  fen- 
tence. 

The  king  accordingly  made  in- 
quiries, and  the  informations  he 
received  corroborated  the  miller's 
narrative.  His  majefty  afterwards 
ordered  the  Regifter  of  his  High 
Court  of  Appeals,  as  alfo  all  the 
memorials  and  pleadings  of  the 
faid  law-fuit,  to  be  laid  before 
him,  which  he  revifed  himfelf, 
affifted  by  an  eminent  lawyer;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting, 
his  majefty  fent  a  perfon  of  con- 
fidence to  Cuftrin,  with  orders  to 
•furvey  the  faid  mill,  the  rivulet, 
and  the  new  canal,  as  alfo  to  in- 
quire into  the  miller's  character, 
his  former  fituation  in  life,  the 
true  caufe  of  his  failure,  and  all 
other  circumftances  attending  this 
affair.  And  after  being  fully  con- 
vinced, as  well  from  the  report  of 
the  faid  commiffioner,  as  alfo  from 
the  papers  laid  before  him,  that 
the  fentence  againft  the  faid  miller 
Arnold  was  an  aft  of  the  moft  fin- 
gular  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  his 
majefty  immediately  diftated  and 
figned  his  refolucions  thereupon. 

On  the  next  day  the  king  ordered 
his  high  chancellor,  baron  Furft, 
as  alfo  Meftrs.  Chrift.  Eman.  Fri- 
edell,  Henry  Lewis  Graun,  and 
John  Lewis  Ranfleben,  the  three 
counfellors  learned  in  law,  who, 
together  with  the  chancellor,  had 
figned  and  approved  the  faid  fen- 
tence; into  his  cabinet,  and  on  their 
arrival  his  majefty  put  the  follow- 
ing queftions  to  them : 

Question  L 

When  a  lord  takes  from  a  pea- 
fant,  who  rents  a  piece  of  ground 
under  him,  his  waggon,  horfe, 
plough,    and    other    utenfilsj    by 


which  he  earns  his  living,  and  li 
thereby  prevented  from  paying  his 
rent,  can  a  fentence  of  diflrefs  be 
in  juftice  pronounced  upon  that 
peafant  ? 

They  all  anfwered  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Question  If. 

Can  a  like  fentence  be  pro- 
nounced upon  a  miller  for  non- 
payment of  rent  for  a  mill,  after 
the  water,  which  ufed  to  turn  his 
mill,  is  wilfully  taken  from  him  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  mill  ? 

They  alfo  anfwered  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

*'  Then  (faid  the  king)  yoa 
have  yourfelves  acknowledged  the 
iftjuttice  you  have  committed.— 
Here  is  the  cafe  :•— A  nobleman, 
in  order  to  enlarge  his  filh-pond, 
has  caufed  a  canal  to  be  cut,  to 
receive  more  water  from  a  rivulet 
which  ufed  to  turn  a  mill.  By 
thefe  means  the  miller  loft  his 
water,  and  could  not  work  his  mill 
above  a  fortnight  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  days  in  autumn  ;  — 
notwithftanding,  it  is  expe£ted 
that  he  Jball  pay  his  rent  as  before, 
when  his  mill  was  plentifully  fup- 
plied  with  water  ;  but  as  that  was 
out  of  his  power,  from  the  impoffi- 
bility  -of  purfuing  his  trade,  the 
court  of  juftice  at  Cuftrin  decreed, 
that  the  miller's  cffefts.  goods,  and 
chattels,  fhould  be  fold,  to  pay  the 
arrears  of  rent  ;  which  fentence 
being  fenf  to  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals  here,  is  confirmed  and 
figned  by  you,  and  has  iince  been 
executed." 

Here  the  king  ordered  the  fen- 
tence, with  their  refpeftive  fignA- 
tures,  to  be  laid  before  them,  and 
afterwards  commanded  his  pr'ixrute 
iecietary  to   read  the  refolutions 

which 
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which  his  majefty  had  diftated  to 
him,  and  figned  before,  and  which 
are  as  follow  : 

"  The  fentence  decreed  againft 
the  miller  Arnold,  of  the  Pomert- 
ziger  Kreb's  Mill,  in  the  New 
Marche  of  Brandenburgh,  being 
an  aft  of  the  moft  Angular  in- 
juftice,  and  entirely  oppofite  to 
the  paternal  intentions  of  his  ma- 
jefty, whofe  defire  it  is  that  im- 
partial julHce  be  fpeedily  admi- 
niftered  to  all  his  fubjeds,  whether 
rich  or  poor,  without  any  regard 
to  their  rank  or  perfons  ;  his  ma- 
jefty, in  order  to  prevent  fimilar 
iniquities  for  the  future,  is  re- 
folved  to  punifti,  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  the  authors  of  that  unjuft 
fentence,  and  to  eftablifli  an  ex- 
ample for  the  future  condud  of 
judges  and  magiftrates  in  his  do- 
minions. For  they  all  are  to  con- 
fider,  that  the  meaneft  peafant, 
nay,  even  the  beggar,  is  a  man  as 
well  as  the  king,  and  confequently 
equally  entitled  to  im partial  juftice; 
efpecially  as  in  the  prefence  of 
jullice  all  are  equal,  whether  it  be 
a  prince  who  brings  a  cofiiplaint 
againft  a  peafant,  or  a  peafant 
who  prefers  one  againil  a  prince  J 
in  fimilar  cafes  juftice  fhould  aft 
uniformly,  without  any  retrofpeft 

to  rank  or  perfon. This  ought 

to  be  an  univerfal  rule  for  the 
conduft  of  judges  ;  and  if  the 
courts  of  law  in  his  majefty's  domi- 
nions fhould  ever  deviate  from  this 
principle  of  equity,  they  may  de- 
pend upon  being  feverely  puniihed. 
For  an  unjuft  magiftrate,  or  a  court 
of  law,  guilty  of  wrong,  and  fub- 
fervient  to  oppreflion,  are  more 
dangerous  than  a  band  of  robbers, 
againft  whom  any  man  may  be  on 
.his  guard  ;  but  bad  men  eutrufted 


with  authority,  who  under  the 
cloak  of  juftice  praftife  their  ini- 
quities, are  not  fo  eafily  guarded 
againft  ;  they  are  the  worft  of  vil- 
lains, and  deferve  double  punilh- 
ment. 

*•  The  king,  at  the  fame  time, 
hereby  figniiies  to  all  his  courts  of 
law,  that  he  has  appointed  a  nevr 
high  chancellor,  and  that  his  ma- 
jefty will  be  very  exaft  for  the 
•future  in  the  examination  of  his, 
and  of  their  proceedings.  Thejr 
are,  moreover,  hereby  ftriftly  com- 
manded, 

**  I.  To  bring  all  law-fuits  to 
the  fpeedieft  conclufion. 

"  n.  Carefully  to  avoid  that  the 
facred  name  of  juftice  may  never 
be  profaned  by  afts  of  oppreflion 
and  injuftice ;  and 

*'  III.  To  aft  with  the  moft 
abfolute  impartiality  towards  every 
one,  whether  prince  or  peafant, 
without  the  leaft  regard  to  fitua- 
tions  in  life. 

"  And  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhould 
find  their  proceedings  in  any  ways 
contrary  to  the  above  orders,  they 
may  depend  upon  a  rigorous  pu- 
nifhment  ;  the  prefident,  as  well 
as  the  refpeftive  judges  and  coun- 
fellors,  who  fhall  be  found  guilty 
of,  or  acceifary  to,  any  fentence 
direftl)^  oppofite  to  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  juftke.  Where- 
of all  the  courts  of  law  in  all  his 
majefty's  dominions  are  to  take 
notice. 

(Signed)  Frederick." 

Beriin,  Dec.  H,  1779. 

After  the  reading  of  the  above, 
the  king  told  the  high  chancellor 
that  he  had  no  further  occalion  for 
his  fervices,  and  ordered  them  all 
to  withdraw,  and  the  three  coun-- 
fellors,  Friedel,  Craun,  and  Ran- 

lleben. 
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fleben,  to  be  taken  into  cuflody. 
He  alfo  fent  immediate  orders  to 
Cuftrin,  lor  the  prefident,  judges, 
and  counfenors,  who  had  decreed 
the  unjuft  fentence  in  the  firfl  in- 
ilance,  to  be  arretted  ;  and  after- 
wards nominated  a  commiiHon, 
under  the  direftion  of  Baron  de 
Zedlitz,  minifter  of  ftate,  to  pro- 
ceed againil  them  all  according  to 
law. 

His  majefty,  in  confideratlon  of* 
the  faid   injailice,   has  prefented 


the  miller  Arnold  with  the  Aim  ot 
fifteen  hundred  rix-doUars.  He 
alfo  ordered,  that  a  fum,  equal  to 
that  produced  by  the  fale  of  the 
miller's  effedls,  be  flopped  and  paid 
to  him  from  the  falaries  due  to  the 
refpedlive  judges,  &c.  who  had  any 
ihare  in  that  unjuft  fentence  ;  and 
has,  moreover,  condemned  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  mill  to  reimburfe  to 
the  miller  all  the  rent  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  time  when  he  firft 
opened  the  canal. 


■.a 


POETRY, 


[     i93    1 


POETRY. 


©BE/ir/^^NEW  Year.  ^r/.'/f»4>' William  White  head,  Ef^s 
Poet  Laureat. 


A 


ND  dares  infulting  France  pretend 
Td  gralp  t;he  Trident  of  the  Main,    , 
And  hope  the  aftonifh'd  World  fhould  bend 
,    To  the  mock  pageantry  affum'd  in  vain  i 
What,  though  her  fleets  the  billows  load. 

What,  though  her  mimic  thunders  roar> 
She  bears  the  eniigns  of  the  God, 

But  not  his  delegated  power.  , 

Even  from  the  birth  of  Time,  'twas  Heaven's  decree* 
The  Queen  of  Ifles  fliould  reign  fole  emprefs  of  the  fea. 

United  Bourbon's  giant  pride 

Strains  every  nerve,  each  effort  tries, 
"With  all  but  Juilice  on  its  fide. 

That  Strength  can  give,  or  Perfidy  devife. 
Dread  they  not  Him  who  rules  the  iky, 

Whofe  nod  direfts  the  v/hirl wind's  fpeed; 
Who  bears  His  red  right  arm  on  high 

For  vengeance  on  the  perjur'd  head  ? 
Th'  Almighty  Ppwer,  by  whofe  auguft  decree 
The  Queen  of  Ifles  alone  is  fdvereign  of  the  fea  ? 

yain-glorious  France!  deluded  Spaia  ! 

"Whom  ev'n  experience  warns  in  vain; 

is  there  a  fea,  that  dafliing  pours 

^ts  big  waves  round  your  trembling  fliores  J 

Is  there  a  Promontory's  brow 

That  does  not  Britaiii's  vaft  atchifivctnerits  knbvV  ? 

A(k  Bifcay's  rolling  flpod, 

Aflc  the  proud  Celtic  fteep; 
How  oft  her  navies  rode 
Triumphant  o'er  the  deep  ? 
Aflt  Lagos'  fummits  that  beheld  your  fate; 
Afk  Calpes'  jutting  front,  fair  caufe  of  endlefs  bate. 

Tot.  %XllL  Q  Yel» 
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Yet,  'midft  the  loudeft  blafts  of  Fame, 

When  mod  the  admiring  nations  gaze. 
What  to  herfelf  does  Britain  claim? 

—  Not  to  herfelf  (he  gives  the  praife. 
But  low  in  duft  her  head  /he  bows. 
And  proftrate  pays  her  grateful  vows 
To  Him,  the  Almighty  Pow'r,  by  whofe  decree 
She  reigns,  and  Hill  (hall  reign,  fole  emprcfs  of  the  Tea. 

Ode  for  his  Majejifs  Birth-Day.     By  the  fame.' 

"       OTILL  o'er  the  deep  does  Britain  reign, 
i3  Her  monarch  ftill  the  trident  bears; 

Vain  glorious  France,  deluded  Spain, 

Have  found  their  boafted  efforts  vain  j 
Vain  as  the  fleeting  ftiades  when  orient  light  appears. 

As  the  young  eagle  to  the  blaze  of  day 

Undazzled,  and  undaunted  turns  his  eyes ; 
So  unappall'^:^,  where  glory  led  the  way, 

*Midft  (^orms  of  war,  'midll  mingling  feas  and  ikies. 
The  genuine  offspring  of  the  Brunfwick  name 
Prov'd  his  high  birth's  hereditary  claim. 
And  the  applauding  nation  hail'd  for  joy 
Theik-  future  hero  in  the  intrepid  boy. 

Prophetic  as  the  flames  that  fpread 

Round  the  young  lulus'  head. 

Be  that  bleft  omen  of  fuccefs ;  the  Mufe 

Catches  thence  ecftatic  views. 

Sees  new  laurels  nobly  won. 

As  the  circling  year  rolls  on. 

Sees  that  triumphs  of  its  own 

Each  diftinguiih'd  month  ftiall  crown  ; 

And,  ere  this  feftive  day  again 

Returns  to  take  the  grateful  llrain. 

Sees  all  that  hoft  of  foes. 

Both  to  her  glory  and  repofe. 
Bend  their  proud  necks  beneath  Britannia's  yoke. 
And  court  that  peace  which  their  injuftice  broke. 
Still  o'er  the  deep  fhall  Britain  reign. 

Her  monarch  flill  the  trident  bear  ; 
The  warring  world  is  leagu'd  in  vain 

To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear. 

Grafp'd  be  the  fpear  by  ev'ry  hand. 

Let  ev'ry  heart  united  glow  ; 
Colledled,  like  the  Theban  band. 

Can  Britain  dread  a  foe  ? 

No, 
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No,  o'er  the  deep  (he  ftlil  fliall  reign. 

Her  monarch  ftill  the  trident  bear  ; 
The  warring  world  is  leagu'd  in  vain 

To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear.. 


From  an  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  Capt.  Cook,  by  Mifi  Seward. 

YE,  who  'ere  while  for  Cook's  illuftrious  brow 
Pluck'd  the  green  laurel,  and  the  oaken  bough. 
Hung  the  gay  garlands  on  the  trophied  oars. 
And  pour'd  his  fame  along  a  thoufand  fliores. 

Strike  the  flow  death-bell ! weave  the  facred  verfe. 

And  ftrew  the  cyprefs  o'er  his  honour'd  hearfe  ; 
In  fad  procelfion  wander  round  the  fhrine. 
And  weep  him  mortal,  whom  ye  fung  divine ! 

Say  firft,  what  Pow'r  infpir'd  his  dauntlefs  breaft 
With  fcorn  of  danger,  and  inglorious  reft, 
To  quit  imperial  London's  gorgeous  plains. 
Where,  rob'd  in  thoufand  tints,  bright  Pleafure  reigns; 
In  cups  of  fummer-ice  her  neftar  pours. 
And  twines,  'mid  wintry  fnows,  her  rofeate  bow'rs  ? 
Where  Beauty  moves  with  undulating  grace. 
Calls  the  fweet  blulh  to  wanton  o'er  her  face. 
On  each  fond  Youth  her  foft  artillery  tries. 
Aims  her  light  fmile,  and  rolls  her  frolic  eyes  ? 

What  Pow'r  infpir'd  his  dauntlefs  breaft  to  brave 
The  fcorch'd  Equator,  and  th'  Antarftic  wave  ? 
Climes,  where  fierce  funs  with  cloudlefs  ardour  Ihine, 
And  pour  the  dazzling  deluge  roUnd  the  Line  j 
The  realms  of  froft,  where  icy  mountains  rife, 
'Mid  the  pale  fummer  of  the  polar  fkies  ? 
It  was  Humanity  !— on  coafts  unknown. 
The  fliiv'ring  natives  of  the  frozen  zone. 
And  the  fwart  Indian,  as  he  faintly  ftrays 
**  Where  Cancer  reddens  in  the  folar  blaze," 
She  bade  him  feek  ; — on  each  inclement  (hore 
Plant  the  rich  feeds  of  her  exhauftlefs  (lore  ; 
Unite  the  favage  hearts,  and  hoftile  hands. 
In  the  firm  compaft  of  her  gentle  bands  ; 
Strew  her  foft  comforts  o'er  the  barren  plain,     , 
Sing  her  fweet  lays,  and  confecrate  her  fane. 

It  was  Humanity  ! — O  Nymph  divine  I 
I  fee  thy  light  ftep  print  the  burning  Line  ! 
There  thy  bright  eye  the  ^dubious  pilot  guides. 
The  faint  oar  Itruggling  with  the  fcalding  tides.— 
On  as  thou  lead'ft  the  bold,  the  glorious  prow. 
Mild,  and  more  mild,  the  floping  fun- beams  glow  ; 

O  a  Now 
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Now  weak  and  pale  the  leflen'd  luftres  play. 

As  round  th'  horizon  rolls  the  timid  day  ; 

Barb'd  with  the  fleeted  fnow,  the  driving  hail, 

Rufti  the  fierce  arrows  of  the  polar  gale ; 

And  thro' the  dim,  unvaried,  ling'ring  hours. 

Wide  o'er  the  waves  incumbent  horror  low'rs. 
And  now  antarftic  Zealand's  drear  domain 

Frowns,  and  o'erhangs  th'  inhofpicable  main. 

On  it's  chill  beach  this  dove  of  human  kind 

For  his  long-wandering  foot  fliort  reft  fhall  find. 

Bear  to  the  coaft  the  •  olive-branch  in  vain, 

Atid  quit  on  wearied  wing  the  hollile  plain.— 

With  jealous  low'r  the  frowning  natives  view 

The  ftately  vefTel,  and  th'  advent'rous  crew  ; 

Nor  fear  the  brave,  nor  emulate  the  good. 

But  fcowl  with  favage  thirftof  human  blood  ! 
And  yet  there  were,  who  in  this  iron  clime 

Soar'd  o'er  the  herd  on  Virtue's  wing  fublime  ; 
Rever'd  the  ftranger-gueft,  and  fmiling  ftrove 
\         To  foothe  his  ftay  with  hofpitable  love  ; 

Fann'd  in  full  confidence  the  friendly  flame, 

Join'd  plighted  hands,  and  f  name  exchang'd  for  name*. 

To  tbefe  the  hero  leads' ]:  his  living  ftore. 

And  pours  new  wonders  on  th'  uncultur'd  (hore  j 

The  filky  fleece,  fair  fruit,  and  golden  grain  ; 

And  future  herds  and  harvefts  blefs  the  plain. 

O'er  the  green  foil  his  Kids  exulting  play. 

And  founds  his  clarion  loud  the  Bird  of  day  ; 

The  downy  Goofe  her  ruflHed  bofom  laves,       ■ 

Trims  her  white  wing,  and  wantons  in  the  waves ; 

Stern  moves  the  Bull  along  th'  affrighted  fliores. 

And  countlefs  nations  tremble  as  he  roars. 

Now  the  warm  folftice  o'er  the  (hining  bay. 
Darts  from  the  north  its  mild  meridian  ray  ; 
Again  the  Chief  invokes  the  rifing  gale. 
And  fpreads  again  in  defart  feas  the  fail ; 

•  Tbe  olive-hranch. — *'  To  cnny  a  green  branch  in  the  hand  on  landing'^ 
5s  a  pacific  fignal,  unlverially  undeilloud  by  all  the  iflanders  in  the  South 
Seas." 

\  And  name  exchang'd. — The  exchange  of  names  is  a  pledge  of  amity 
among  thcle  Klanders,  and  was  frequently  propofed  by  them  to  Captain  Cook  and 
his  people  j  fo  alio  is  the  joining  nofes. 

,  X  His  H-viiig  Jiore.  "^C-^yXzm  Cook  left  various  kind?  of  animals  upon  this 
coaft,  together  with  garden-feeds,  &:c.  The  Zealanders  had  hitherto  fubfifted 
tipon  fifli,  and  fuch  coarfe  vegetables  as  their  climate  produced  ;  and  this  want 
of  better  provifion,  it  is  fuppofed,  induced  ihem  to  the  horrid  practice  of  eating 
kuman  flefti. 

O'er 
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O'er  dangerous  (hoals  his  fteady  fteerage  keeps. 
O'er  *  walls  of  coral,  ambufh'd  in  the  deeps  ; 
Strong  Labour's  hands  the  crackling  cordage  twine, 
And  t  fleeplefs  Patience  heaves  the  founding-line. 

Of  the  Love  of  our  Country,     Spoken  in  the  Theatre  as  the  Prize  Poem 
at  Oxford,  1772.     By  the  Rev.  Chriftopher  Butfon. 

YE  fouls  illuftrious,  who  in  days  of  yore 
With  peerlefs  might  the  Bricifii  target  bore. 
Who  clad  in  >volf-flcin  from  the  fcythed  car. 
Frown 'd  on  the  iron  brow  of  mailed  war, 
i^nd  dar'd  your  rudely-painted  limbs  oppofc 
To  Chalybean  fteel  and  Roman  foes ! 

And  ye  of  later  age,  tho'  not  lefs  fame 
Jn  Tilt  and  Tournament,  the  princely  game  ' 

Of  Arthur's  barons,  wont  by  hardieft  fporc 
To  claim  the  faireft  guerdon  of  the  court ;    - 
Say,  holy  Shades,  did  e'er  your  generous  blood 
^oll  thro'  your  faithful  fons  in  nobler  flood. 
Than  late,  when  George  bade  gird  on  every  thigh 
The  myrtle-braided  fword  of  liberty  ?  , 

Say,  \yhen  the  high-born  Druids  magic  ftraia 
Rous'd  on  old  Mona's  top  a  female  train 
To  Madnefs,  and  with  more  than  mortal  rage 
Bade  them,  like  furies,  in  the  fight  engage. 
Frantic  when  each  unbound  her  bridling  hair, 
Agd  fliook  a  flaming  torch,  and  yell'd  in  wild  defpair  ; 
Or  when  on  CreJ^'s  field  the  fable  might 
Of  ^d'Wfird  dar'd  four  raonarchs  to  the  fight ; 
Say,  holy  Shades,  did  patriotic  heat 
In  your  big  hearts  with  quicker  tranfports  beat; 
Than  in  your  fons,  when  forth,  like  llorms,  they  pour'd 
In  Freedom's  oaufe  the  fury  of  the  fword  ; 
Who  rul'd  the  main,  or  gallant  armies  led. 
With  Ha'wke,  who  conquer'd,  or  with  Wolftt  who  bled  \ 

Poor  is  his  triumph,  and  diferac'd  his  name. 
Who  draws  the  f\yord  for  empire,  wealth,  or  fame ; 

♦  Walls  of  coral. — The  coral  rocks  ar«  defcrlbed  as  rifing  perpendicularly 
from  the  greateit  tiepths  of  the  ocean,  infomuch  that  the  founding^line  could 
i)ot  reach  their  bottom  ;  and  yet  they  were  but  jnll  covered  with  water.— -Thele 
rocks  are  now  found  to  be  fabricated  by  fea-infeds. 

t  A)}d  Jleeplefi  Patience. — "  We  had  now  paffed  feyeral  months  vrith  a  man 
fQnftantJy  in  che  chains  heaving  the  lead."  \ 

Q3  For 
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For  him  iho'  wealth  be  blown  on  every  wind, 
Tho'  Fame  announce  him  mightieft  of  mankind, 
Tho'  twice  ten  nations  crouch  beneath  his  blade. 
Virtue  difowns  him,  and  his  glories  fade. 
For  him  no  prayers  are  pour'd,  no  paeans  fung, 
]No  bleffings  chanted  from  a  nation's  tongue; 
Blood  marks  the  path  to  his  untimely  bier : 
The  curfe  of  Orphans,  and  the  Widows  tear. 
Cry  to  high  Heaven  for  vengeai^ce  on  his  head, 
Alive,  deferted,  and  accurflr,  when  dead. 
Indignant  of  his  deeds  the  Mufe,  who  fings 
Undaunted  truth,  and  fcorns  to  flatter  kings. 
Shall  (hew  the  moniter  in  his  hideous  form, 
And  mark  him  as  an  earthquake  or  a  florm. 

Not  fo  the  patriot  Chief  who  dar'd  wichftand 
The  bafe  invader  of  his  native  land. 
Who  made  her  weal  his  noblell,  only  end, 
Rul'd  but  to  ferve  her,  fought  but  to  defend; 
Her  voice  in  council  and  in  war  her  fword, 
I.ov'd  as  her  father,  as  her  God,  ador'd  ; 
Who  firmly  virtuous  and  feverely  brave. 
Sunk  with  the  freedom  that  he  could  not  fave  ; 
On  worth  like  his  the  Mufe  delights  to  wait. 
Reveres  alike  in  triumph  and  defeat, 
Crowns  with  true  glory  and  with  fpotlefs  fame. 
And  honours  Paoli's  more  than  Frederick! i>  name. 

Here  let  the  Mufe  withdraw  the  blood  ftain'd  veil. 
And  fhew  the  boldeft  friend  of  public  zeal. 
Lo  !  Sydney  pleading  o'er  the  block — his  mien. 
His  voice,  his  hand,  unlhaken,  clear,  ferene  : 
Yet  no  harangue  proudly  declaim'd  aloud. 
To  gain  the  plaudit  of  a  wayward  crowd  ; 
No  fpecious  vaunt  Death's  terrors  to  defy. 
Still  Death  deferring  as  afraid  to  ^^^q  ; 
But  fternly  filent  down  he  bows,  to  prove 
How  firm  his  virtuous,  tho'  miftaken.  Love. 
Unconquer'd  Patriot !  form'd  by  antient  lore. 
The  love  of  antient  Freedom  to  reftore; 
Who  nobly  aded  what  he  boldly  thought. 
And  feal'd  by  Death  the  leffon  that  he  taught. 
-   Dear  is  the  tie  that  links  the  anxious  Sire 
To  the  fond  Babe  that  prattles  round  his  fire  : 
Dear  is  the  love  that  prompts  the  generous  youth. 
His  Sire's  fond  cares  and  drooping  age  to  footb; 
Dear  is  the  brother,  filler,  hufband,  wife. 
Dear  all  the  charities  of  focial  life: 
Nor  wants  firm  friendfliip  holy  wreaths  to  bind 
In  mutual  fympatby  the  faithful  mind  : 


^ut 
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Bat  not  th*  endearing  fprings  that  fondly  move 
To  fiUal  duty  or  parental  love^ 
Nor  all  the  ties  that  kindred  bofoms  bind, 
Nor  all  in  Friendlhip's  holy  wreaths  entwin'd. 
Are  half  fo  dear,  fo  potent  to  controul 
The  generous  working  of  the  patriot  foul. 
As  is  that  holy  voice  that  cancels  all  , 

Thofe  ties,  that  bids  him  for  his  country  fall. 
At  this  high  fummons  with  undaunted  zeal 
He  bares  his  breaft  j  invites  th'  impending  fteel : 
Smiles  at  the  hand  that  deals  the  fatal  blow. 
Nor  heaves  one  figh  for  all  he  leaves  below. 

Nor  yet  doth  Glory,  tho'  her  port  be  bold. 
Her  afpeft  radiant  and  her  trefles  gold. 
Guide  thro'  the  walks  of  Death  alone  her  car. 

Attendant  only  on  the  din  of  war  : 

She  ne'er  difdains  the  gentle  vale  of  peace. 

Or  olive  Ihades  of  philofophic  eafe  ; 

Where  Heaven- taught  minds  to  woo  the  mufe  refort. 

Create  in  colours  or  with  founds  tranfport; 

More  pleas'd  on  Ifis  filent  marge  to  roam. 

Than  bear  in  pomp  the  fpoils  of  Minden  home. 
To  read  with  Nenvtori's  ken  the  ftarry  flcy. 

And  God  the  fame  in  all  his  orbs  defcry  ; 

To  lead  forth  Merit  from  her  humtle  fhade; 

Extend  to  rifing  arts  a  patron's  aid ;  , 

Build  the  nice  ftrufture  of  the  generous  law. 

That  holds  the  free-born  mind  in  willing  awe  ; 

To  fwell  the  fail  of  trade — the  barren  plain 

To  bid  with  fruitage  blufti,  and  wave  with  grain  5 

O'er  pale  Misfortune  drop  with  anxious  figh 

Pity's  mild  balm,  and  wipe  alfliftion's  eye ; 

Thefe,  thefe  are  deeds  Britannia  muft  approve, 

Muft  nurfe  their  growth  with  all  a  parent's  love; 

Thefe  are  the  deeds  that  public  virtue  owns. 

And,  juft  to  Public  Virtue,  Glory  crowns. — *-^ 


^"he  following  little  Poem  ixias  nurote  in  a  Hank  leaf  l/e/cre  ThomCon^s 
Seafons,  as  a  complimeut  to  that  ingenious  Author,  by  his  great  admirer 
and  name  fake,  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Thompfon,/o»!jff  time  Fellow  of 
Queen's  College,  in  Oxford. 

HAIL,  Nature's  Poet  !  whom  flie  taught  alone 
To  fing  her  Works  in  numbers  like  her  own ; 
Sweet  as  the  thrufh  that  warbles  in  the  dalej 
And  foft  as  Philomela's  tender  tale, 

O  4  Shk 
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She  lent  her  pencil  too,  of  wcnd'rous  power. 
To  catch  the  rainbow,  and  to  form  the  flower, 
Qf  many  mingling  hues;  and,  fmiling,  faid, ' 
(But  firll  with' laurel  crown'd  her  Favourite's  head) 
«'  Thefe  beauteous  children,  tho' fp  fair  they  fhine, 
*'  Fade  in  my  Seasons,  let  them  live  in  thine,** 
And  live  they  ihall  the  charm  of  every  eye, 
'Till  Nature  iickens,  and  the  Seasons  die. 


*^he fcllcwing  beautiful  Lines  nvere  nuriiien  hy  a  La^y  en  oh/erving  fi>^ 
luhite  Hairs  or  her  Lover^s  Head,  ' 

THOU,  to  whofe  power  reludlantly  we  bend. 
Foe  to  life's  fairy  dreams,  releotiefs  Time, 
Alike  the  dread  of  loyer,  and  of  friend. 

Why  ftamp  thy  Teal  on  manhood's  rofy  prime  ? 
Already  twining  'midft  ray  Thyrfis'  hair. 
The  fnowy  wreaths  of"  age,  the  monuments  of  care.. 

Thro'  all  her  forms,  tho'  Nature  own  thy  fway. 
That  boalted  fway  thou'lt  here  exert  ip  yain  ; 

To  the  laft  beam  of  life's  declining  d*y, 

Thyrfis  fijall  view,  unmovld,  thy  potent  reign. 

Secure  to  pleafe,  whilft  good nefs  knows  to  charm, 

|<'ancy  and  talle  delight,  or  fenfe  and  troth  inforrr^. 

Tyrant,  when  from  that  lip  of  crimfon  glow. 
Swept  by  thy  chilling  wing,  the  rofe  Ihall  fly  ; 

When  thy  rude  fcytHe  indents  his  poliih'd  brow. 
And  quench'd  is  all  the  luftre  of  his  eye; 

When  ruthlefs  age  difpcrfes  ev'ry  grace, 

Bach  fmile  that  beams  from  that  ingenuous  face— ^ 

Then,  thro'-  her  ftores,  fhall  aftive  Mecp'ry  rove. 
Teaching  ea«h  various  charm  to  bloom  anew. 

And  Hill  the  raptur'd  eye  oF  fitithfiil  love 
Shall  bend  on  Thyrfis  its  delighted  view  j 

Still  (hall  he  triumph,  with  refiftlefs  power. 

Still  ruli?  the  concjuer'd  heart  to  life's  remotcil  hour. 


VERSES  hy  Lady  Ci;aven,  en  dreaming  fie  /anv  her  Heart  at 

Feet.    '  ■     ■ 

"TTJHEN  Nature,  tir'd  with  thought,  was  funk  to  re,ft^ 
VV      And  all  my  fenfes  were  by  fleep  pofle/l; 
Sweet  fleep,  that  foft  and  balmy  comfort  brings 
Alike  (o  beg  gars  anddefpotic  kings : 
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J  dregtnt  of  peace  I  never  felt  before, 

J  dreamt  my  heart  was  lying  on.  the  floor. 

j  view'd  it,  fifange  to  tell  I  with  joyful  eyes^ 

And,  ftranger  ftill,  without  the  ieail  furprife! 

Elated  with  the  fight,  I  fmiling  fat. 

Exulting  o'er  the  vidim  at  n\y  feet; 

)But  foon  with  words  of  anguifh  thps  addrcfl:  • 

This  p<iinful  fweet  diflurber  of  my  breaft:— 

*  Say,  bufy,  lively,  trembling,  hoping  thing, 

"What  new  difalter  hall  thou  now  to  bring. 

To  torture  with  thy  fears  my  tender  frame. 

Who  muft  for  all  her  ills  thee  only  blame  ? 

Speak  now,  and  tell  me  why,  ungrateful  guell, 

t'or  ten  years  paft  haft  thou  deny'd  me  reft  ? 

That  in  my  bpfom  thou  waft  nurs'd,  'tis  true. 

And  with  my  life  and  with  my  ftature  grew. 

At  firft  fo  fmall  were  all  thy  wants,  that  \ 

Vainly  imagin'd  1  could  ne'er  deny 

Whate'er  thy  fancy  aik'd.--.Alas!  but  now 

I  find  thy  wants  my  ev'ry  fenfe  outgrow  j 

And  ever  having,  ever  wanting  more, 

A  power  to  pleafe,  to  give,  or  to  adore. 

Say,  why,  like  other  hearts,  thou  doft  not  bear 

With  callous  apathy  each  wordly  care  ? 

Why  doft  thou  (hrink  at  Envy's  horrid  cries  i 

In  thee  Compaffion  Hatred's  place  fupplies. 

Why  not  with  malice  treat  malicious  men  ? 

Why  ever  pity,  where  thou  fliould'ft  condemn  ? 

Why,  at  the  hearing  of  a  difmal  tale, 

Doft  tl}ou  with  forrow  turn  my  beauty  pale? 

Why,  when  diftrefs  in  any  ftiape  appears, 

Doft  thou  diflblve  my  very  foul  in  tears  ? 

Why  in  thy  ferret  folds  is  Fricndftiip  bred? 

Jn  other  hearts  its  very  name  is  dead. 

Why,  if  keen  Wit  and  learned  Senfe  draw  nigh, 

poft  thou  with  emulation  beat  fo  high  r 

And  while  approving,  wifti  to  be  approv'd. 

And  when  you  love,  yvilh  more  to  be  belov'd? 

Why  not,  in  cold  indift'erence  ever  clad. 

Alike  unmov'd,  regard  the  good  and  bad  ? 

Why  doft  fhou  wafte  my  youthful  bloom  with  care. 

And  facrifice  my felf,  that  I  may  ftiare 

Diftrefs  in  others?  Why  wilt  thou  adorn 

Their  days  with  rcfes,  and  leave  me  a  thorn  i* 

But  here  1  faw  it  heave  a  heavy  figh. 
And  thus  in  fweeteft  founds  it  did  reply : 

*  Ah!  ceafe,  Eliza!  ceafe  thy  fpeech  unjqft  ;     , 
Jhy  Heart  has  e'er  fuliill'd  its  facre^  trail ; 

Ana 
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And  ever  will  its  tender  manfion  ferve. 

Nor  can  it  from  thee  this  reproach  deferve  : 

Againft  my  diftates  murm'ring  have  I  found. 

Which  thus  has  laid  me  bleeding  on  the  ground. 

Compare  thyfelf  in  this  fame  hour  depriv'd 

Of  this  foft  Heart,  from  whence  are  all  deriv'd 

The  fame  bewitching  graces  which  adorn 

And  make  thy  face  appear  like  beauteous  morn  : 

With  me  ics  brilliant  ornaments  are  fled. 

And  all  thy  features,  like  thy  foul,  are  dead. 

'Tis  I  that  make  thee  other's  pleafures  fhare. 

And  in  a  filler's  joy  forget  thy  care.  ^ 

*Tis  by  my  diftates  thou  art  taught  to  find 

A  godlike  pleafare  in  a  godlike  mind  ; 

That  makes  thee  oft  relieve  a  ftranger's  woes. 

And  often  fix  thofe  friends  that  would  be  foes. 

*Tis  I  that  tremblingly  have  taught  thine  ear 

To  cherilh  Mufic  ;  arid  'tis  I  appear 

In  all  its  fofteft  drefs,  when  to  the  hearts 

Of  all  beholders  my  dear  voice  imparts 

Harmonic  ftrains:  'tis  not  becaufe  'tis  fine. 

For  every  note  that's  felt  is  furely  mine. 

In  fmootheft  numbers  all  that  I  indite,  ^ 

For  'tis  I  taught  thy  fearful  hand  to  write  : 

My  genius  has  with  watchful  care  fupply'd 

What   Education  to  thy  fex  deny'd  ; 

Made  Sentiment  and  Nature  all  combine 

To  melt  the  Reader  in  each  flowing  line. 

Till  they  in  words  this  feeling  truth  impart. 

She  needs  no  more,  who  will  cc  .faU  the  Heart; 

And  own  in  reading  what  is  wit  by  thee. 

No  ftudy  ever  could  improve  like  me. 

And  when  thy  bloom  is  guise,  thy  beauty  flown. 

And  laughing  youth  to  wrinkled  age  is  grown. 

Thy  aftirnis,  writings,  fricndfhip,  which  I  gave. 

Still  Ihall  remain  an  age  beyond  the  grave. 

Then  do  not  thus  difplac'd  let  me  remain. 

But  take   me  to  thy  tender  breall  again.' 

*  Yes,  foft  perfuader  (I  recurn'd)  I  will; 
And  if  i  am  deceiv'd,  deceive  me  ftill  !' 

Seduc'd  I  was  in  hafte ;  then  ftooping  low. 
Soon  re-inftated  my  fweet,  pleafing  foe  ; 
And  waking,  found  it  had  not  lefs  nor  more 
Than  all  the  joys,  the  pangs  it  had  before  !          , 

10  C— 
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PROLOGUE    to    the    CHAPTER    of    ACCIDENTS. 

Written  by  Ge«rge  Colman,  Efq. 

LONG  has  the  paffive  ftage,  howe'er  abfurd. 
Been  rul'd  by  names,  and  govern'd  by  a  ivordi 
Some  poor  cant  term,  like  magic  fpells,  can  awe. 
And  bind  our  realms  like  a  dramatic  law. 
When  Fielding,  Humour's  fav'rite  chiid,  appear'd, 
Loijj  was  the  word — a  word  each  author  fear'd ! 
'Till  chac'd  at  length,  by  pleafancry's  bright  ray. 
Nature  and  mirth  reium'd  their  legal  fway  ; 
And  Goldfmith's  genius  bafk'd  in  open  day. 

No  beggar,  howe'er  poor,  a  cur  can  lack  ; 
Poor  bards,  of  critic  euro,  can  keep  a  pack. 
One  yelper  filenc'd,  twenty  barkers  rife. 
And  with  new  hoivls,  their  /narlings  ftill  difguife. 
Lonv  banilh'd,  the  word/entimeKtiacceeds  ; 
And  at  that  fhrine  the  modern  playwright  bleeds, 
^ardfatel   but  let  each  would-be  critic  know, 
,   ■  ,  Thaty^«//«/«/j  from  genuine_/Jr^//«g- flow! 

Critics !  in  vain  declaim,  and  write,  and  rail  ; 
Nature,  eternal  nature  !  will  prevail. 
Give  me  the  bard,  who  makes  me  laugh  and  cry; 
Diverts  and  moves,  and  all,  I  fcarce  know  why  ! 
Untaught  by  commentators,  French  or  Dutch, 
Paflion  ftill  anfwers  to  th'  eledric  touch. 
Reafon^  like  FalllafF,  claims,,  when  all  is  done> 
The  honours  of  the  field  already  won. 

Tonight,  our  author's  is  a  mixt  intent  — 
Paflion  and  humour — /oiv  and  fentiment  : 

Smiling  in  tears — a  ferio-comic  play 

Sunfliine  and  fliow'r — a  kind  of  April  Day  ! 
A  lord,  whofe  pride  is  in  his  honour  plac'd  ; 
A  governor,  with  av'rice  not  difgrac'dj 
An  humble  prieft !  a  lady,  and  a  lover 
So  full  of  virtue,  fame  of  it  runs  over. 
No  temporary  touches,  no  allufions 
To  camps,  reviews,  and.  all  our  late  confufions ; 
No  perfonal  refledions,  no  fliarp  fatire, 
.  Eut  a  mere  Chapter — from  the  book  of  nature. 
Wrote  by  a  woman  too  1  the  Mufes  now 
Few  liberties  to  naughty  men  allow ; 
,    But  like  old  maids  on  earth,  refolv'd  to  vex. 
With  cruel  coynefs  treat  the  other  fex. 

PRO- 
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PROLOGUE  to   the    GENEROUS  IMPOSTOR^ 

\As  be  enters  the  Stage  looking  upon  a   Paper,  and  addrejjtng  him/elf  ($ 
the  Autlfor  behind,  from  ^whom  he  is  Ju^pojed  to  ha'^e  received  ;/,j 

THIS,  Sir,  the  Prologue?  Why  this  piteous  whine. 
Forebodes  a  catcall  in  each  croaking  line. 

"  The  Author's  firft  offence  !"—'^  implore  !''—«*  befeech  T' 

Zounds !  'tis  as  difmal  as  a  dying  fpeech — 

Will  prove,  itfelf,  the  piece's  fure  damnation,  ^ 

And  give,  like  hawkers,  by  anticipation,  > 

f*  Life,  birth,  and  parentage,  and  education.'*  \ 

Do  you  difcover  in  this  caft  of  feature 

The  ftriking  traits  to  fuit  the  doleful  metre? 

Give  it  to  Parfons — his  fad-r— tragice  face 

Such  plaintive  renliments  will  aptly  grace, 
^     The  rueful  meaning  Moody  may  fupply  "i 

E'en  from  the  fruitful  river  of  his  eye;  > 

Pr  with  mute  pathos,  walk  about  and  figh.  \ 

[To  the  Audience. "l 
^Prologues  are  alter'd  fjnce  that  Gothic  day 

When  only  hungry  playwrights  wrote — for  pay. 

Then  while  the  Bard — poor  miferable  finner  ! 

Trembled  behind — uncertain  of  his  dinner — 

Forth  came  in  black— with  folemn  liep — and  flow, 

The  adlor  to  unfold  the  tale  of  woe. 

But  in  thefe  days,  when  e'en  the  titled  dame 

Glows  with  the  pafTion  of  dramatic  fame. 

When  as  the  fafhion  gains,  it  may  indite 

The  card  of  compliments  for  a  third  night. 

With  flile  laconic,  in  the  meafured  ftrain, 

*'^  Lady  Charade  fees  friends  at  Drury-lane'*— 

In  thofe  bright  days — this  literary  age, 

When  'tis  the  tafte — the  very  thing — the  rage 

To  pen  fonie  lively  morceau  for  the  ftage. 

When  belles  write  comedies,  and  beaux  have  wit. 

The  Prologue  too  the  fprightly  ton  muft  hit  j 

Flippant  and  fmait  in  carelefs  eafy  rhymes, 

Refietl  the  gayell  colours  of  the  times, 

Camelion-like,  on  fafhion's  air  muft  live, 

And,  like  that  too,  each  varying  tint  mufl  give. 
[Returning  to  the  Paper,  and  fupfofed  again  to  addre/s  th^  Author, ^ 
This  will  ne'er  do  (paujlng) — Can't  you  contrive  to  fwell 

To  thirty  lines,   feme  airy  bagatelle  ? 

Or  take  your  fubjeft  from  fome  modifh  fcenes-r- 

f  Eledions" — "  Camps"—-*'  Electrical  machinee  f " 

That 
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^hat  thought's  not  bad — Why  then  fuppofe  I  try. 

In  metaphor — the  Houfe  t'elearify. 

Wind  the  covdu£ling  ftrains  that  may  difpenfe 

The  mild  effluvia's  genial  influence. 

Or  fill  the  charge,  the  powerful  charge  that  draws'. 

From  yon  dread  Gods !  the  thunder  of  applaafe: 

Or  if  fuch  potent  virtue  can't  controul 

The  angry  critic's  non-ele£lric  foul. 

The  ladies  court The  lightning  of  whofe  eyes. 

The  apt  allufion  readily  fupplies. — 

From  thofe  bright  orbs  th'  aethereal  beam  that  plays^ 

Will  blaft  the  critic  thorn,  but  fpare  the  bays. 

Something  like  this  may  do fome  neat  terfe  thing. 

With  a  few  fmirks — and  fmiles — and  bows  from  King. 
\To  the  Audience.'] 

Mean  time  the  want  of  form  for  once  forgive, 
And  for  this  night  allow  the  piece  to  live. 


EPILOGUE    to    Lady    Craven'j    Comedy    of  the    M  I  N I  A- 
TURE    PICTURE. 


Spoken  hy  the  Hon.  Mr/.  Hoe  art,  at  Newbury,  and  hy  Mrs,  Anj^Gi 
TON,  at  D^ury-lane.     Written  hy  Mr.  Jekyll. 

/nr^HE  men,  like  tyrants  of  the  Turkifh  kind, 

J.      Have  long  our  fex's  energy  confin'd  ; 
In  full  drefs  black,  and  bow,  and  folemn  flalk. 
Have  long  monopoliz'd  the  Prologue's  walk. 
But  ftill  the  flippant  Epilogue  was  our's ; 
It  afk'd  for  gay  fupport — the  female  pow'rs  ; 
It  afk'd  a  flirting  air,  coquet  and  free  ; 
And  fo  to  murder  it,  they  fix'd  on  tne. 

Much  rhey  miftake  my  talents — I  was  born 
To  tell,  in  fobs  and  fighs,  fome  tale  forlorn  ;  • 
To  wet  my  handkerchief  with  Juliet's  woes. 
Or  tune  to  Shore's  defpair  my  tragic  nofe. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  in  education's  fpite. 
You  ftill  fhall  find  that  we  can  read  and  write; 
Like  you,  can  fwell  a  debt  or  a  debate. 
Can  quit  the  card-table  to  fteer  the  Hate ; 
Or  bid  our  Belle  JJfembleeh  rhet'ric  fJow, 
To  drown  your  dull  declaimers  at  Soho. 
Methinks  e'en  now  I  hear  my  fex's  tongues. 
The  (hrill,  fmart  melody  of  female  lungs  1 
The  ftorm  of  queftion,  the  divifion  calm. 
With  •*  Hear  her!  Hear  her  !  Mrs.  fpeaker!  Ma'am, 

"  Oh, 
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*'  oh,  order!  Order!" Kates  and  Sufans  rife. 

And  Margaret  moves,  and  Tabitha  replies. 

Look  to  the  camp— Coxheath  and  Warley  Common, 
Supply'd  at  leaft  for  ev'ry  tent  a  woman. 
The  cartridge-paper  wrapt  the  billet-doux. 
The  rear  and  picquet  form'd  the  rendezvous. 
The  drum's  ftern  rattle  ftiook  the  nuptial  bed; 
The  knapfack  pillow'd  lady  Sturgeon's  head. 
Love  was  the  watch-word,  'till  the  morning  fife 
Rous'd  the  tame  major  and  his  warlike  wife. 

Look  to  the  llage.     To  night's  example  draws 
A  female  dramatilL  to  grace  the  caufe. 
So  fade  the  triumphs  of  prefumptuous  man  ! 
And  would  you,  ladies,  but  complete  my  plan. 
Here  fhoulcJ  ye  fign  fome  Patriot  Petition 
To  mend  our  conftitutional  condition. 
The  men  invade  our  rights — the  mimic  elves 
Lifp  and  nickname  God's  creatures,  like  ourfelves  ; 
Rouge  more  than  we  do,  fimper,  flounce,  and  fret  ; 
And  I  hey  coquet,  good  gods!   how  they  coquet! 
The^  too  ^re  coy  j  and,  monftrous  to  relate  ! 
Their's  is  the  coynefs  in  a  tete-a  tete. 
■ye.-,  ladies,  yes,  I  could  a  tale  unfold, 

"Would  harrow  up  your cufhions  !  were  it  told  j 

Part  your  combined  curls,  and  freeze pomatum. 

At  griefs  and  grievances,  as  1  could  ftate  'em. 
Bu.  fuch  eternal  blazon  muft  not  fpeak — 
Beiides,  the  Houfe  adjourns  fome  day  next  week— 
This  fair  committee  (hall  detail  the  reft, 
Then  let  the  monfters  (if  they  dare)  proteft ! 


Extras  from  the  Ode  to  John  Howard,  Ef<i.  Author  of  the  Statf  of 
Englijh  and  Foreign  Prifons  \  ^j  W.  Halsy. 

HAIL!  generous  Howard  !  tho'  thou  bear 
A  name  whi«h  Glory's  hand  fublime 
Has  blazon 'd  oft,  with  guardian  care. 
In  characters  that  fear  not  Time  ; 
For  thee  Ihe  fondly  fpreads  her  wings  ;  ' 
For  thee  from  Paradife  (he  brings. 
More  verdant  than  her  laurel  bough. 
Such  wreaths  of  facred  Palm,  as  ne'er  till  now 
The  fmiling  Seraph  twin'd  around  a  mortal  brow. 
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1  fee  the  hallow'd  fliade  of  Hales  *, 
Who  felt,  like  thee,  for  human  woe. 
And  taught  the  health-diffufing  gales 
Thro*  Horror's  murky  cells  to  blow. 
As  thy  protetfting  angel  wait ; 
To  fave  thee  from  the  fnares  of  Fate, 
Commiffion'd  from  the  Eternal  Throne : 
I  hear  him  praife,  in  wonder's  warmeft  tone, 
■  The  virtues  of  thy  heart,  more  atlive  than  his  own. 

Thy  foul  fupplies  new  funds  of  health 
That  fail  not  in  the  trying  hour. 
Above  Arabia's  fpicy  wealth 
And  Pharmacy's  reviving  power. 
The  tranfports  of  the  generous  mind. 
Feeling  its  bounty  to  mankind, 
Infpirit  every  mortal  part ; 
And,  far  more  potent  than  precarious  art. 
Give  radiance  to  the  eye,  and  vigor  to  the  heart. 

Nature !  on  thy  maternal  breaft 
'  For  ever  be  his  worth  engrav'd  ! 

Thy  bofom  only  can  atteft 
How  many  a  life  his  toil  has  fav'd: 
Nor  in  thy  refcued  Sons  alone. 
Great  Parent !  this  thy  guardian  own  ! 
His  arm  defends  a  dearer  flave ; 
Woman,  thy  darling !  'tis  his  pride  to  fave  f 
From  evils,  that  furpafs  the  horrors  of  the  grave. 

*  Stephen  Hales,  minifter  of  Teddington  :  he  died  at  the  age  of  24,  1761  j 
and  has  been  juftly  called  ••  An  ornament  to  his  profeflion,  as  a  clergyman, 
*'  and  to  his  country,  as  a  philofopher."  I  bad  the  happinefs  of  knowing  this 
excellent  man,  when  I  was  very  young ;  and  well  remember  the  warm  glow 
of  benevolence  which  ufed  to  animate  his  countenance,  in  relating  the  fuccefs 
of  his  various  projefts  for  the  benefit  'of  mankind.  I  have  frequently  heard 
him  dwfU  with  great  pleafure  on  the  fortunate  incident  which  led  him  to  the 
difcovcry  of  his  Ventilator,  to  which  I  have  aliudod. — He  had  ordered  a  new 
floor  for  one  of  his  rooms  ;  his  carpenter  not  having  prepaud  vhe  work  Co  iooii 
as  he  expefled,  he  thought  the  ieafon  improper  for,  layitig  down  new  boards, 
when  they  were  brought  to  his  houfe,  and  gave  orders  for  their  being  depoiited 
4n  his  barn  ;— from  their  accidental  pofition  in  ti.at  place,  he  caught  his  firft 
idea  of  this  ufefal  invention. 

■f-  Mr.  Howard  has  been  the  happy  inftrument  of  preserving  female  pri- 
foners  from  an  infamous  and  indecent  outrage. — It  was  fornv  v  a  cullom  in  our 
gaols  to  load  th^ir  legs  and  thighs  with  irons,  for  the  deuitable  purpole  of  ex- 
torting money  from  thefe  injured  fufferers.— This  circumitancs,  unknown  to 
me  when  the  Ode  was  written,  has  tempted  me  to  introduce  the  few  additional 
ftanzas,  as  it  is  my  ardent  wifti  to  render  this  tribute  to  an  exa.ted  cbara6ler  as 
little  unworthy  as  I  can  of  the  very  extenfive  and  fubliine  raeiit  which  it  afpires 
to  celebrate. 

■  Ye 
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Ye  fprightly  nymphs,  by  Fortune  nurfl. 
Who  fpoft  in  Joy's  unclouded  air, 
Nor  fee  the  di'tant  ftorms,  that  burll 
In  ruin  on  the  humble  Fair; 
Ye  know  not  to  what  bitter  fraart 
A  kindred  form,  a  kindred  heart. 
Is  often  doom'd,  in  life's  low  vale. 
Where  frantic  fears  the  fimple  mind  a/Tail, 
And  fierce  affiiftions  prefs,  and  friends  and  fortune  fiui 
^        -         -        .         .        ,         .        4 
His  Care,  exulting  Britain  found 
Here  firft  difplay'd,  not  here  confin'd! 
No  fingle  trad  of  earth  could  bound 
The  adive  virtues  of  his  mind. 
To  all  the  lands,  where'er  the  tear, 
"     That  mourn'd  the  Prifoner's  wrongs  fevere'i 
Sad  Pity's  glift'ning  cheek  impearl'd. 
Eager  he  lleer'd,  with  every  fail  uii^rlM, 
A  friend  to  every  clime  !  a  Patriot  of  the  WorHi 

Ye  nations  thro'  whofe  fair  domaiii 
Our  flying  fens  of  joy  have  pafl-, 
fiy  Pleafure  driven  with  loofe  'd  reilii 
Aflonilh'd  that  they  flew  fo  faft  ! 
How  did  the  heart-improving  fight 
Awake  your  wonder  and  delight/ 
When,  in  her  unexampled  chace. 
Philanthropy  outftript  keeh  Pleafure's  pacfe. 
When  With  a  warmer  foal  fhe  ran  a  nobler  race  f 

Sweet  Is  the  joy  when  Science  flings 
iier  light  on  philofophic  thdwghtj     , 
When  Genius,  with  keen  ardor,  fprings 
To  clafp  the  lovely  truth  he  fought : 
Sweet  is  the  joy,  when  Rapture's  iire 
Flows  from  the  fpirit  of  the  lyre  ; 
When  Liberty  and  Virtue  roll 
Spring. tides  of  fancy  o'er  the  poet's  foul. 
That  waft  his  flying  bark  thro'  feas  above  the  pol(i* 

Sweet  the  dellght,'when  the  gali'd  heart 
Feels  Confolation's  lenient  hand 
Bind  up  the  wound  from  Fortune's  dart 
With  Friendfliip's  life-fupporting  band  J 
A.nd  fweeter  ftiil,  and  far  above 
Thefe  fainter  joys,  when  pureft  Love 
The  foul  his  willing  captive  keeps ! 
When  he  in  blifs  the  melting  fpirit  fts6p^,-  r 

Who  dropj  delicious  tears,  and  wonders  that"  hd  weejJs  f 

But 


POETRY.  209 

But  not  the  brighteft  joy,  which  Arts> 
In  floods  of  mental  iight,_  beitow  ;  '- 

Nor  what  firm  Friendlhip's  zeal  imparts, 
Bleft  antidote  of  bittereft  woe  ! 
Nor  thofe  that  Love's  fweet  hours  difpenfe. 
Can  equal  the  ecltacic  fenfe. 
When,  fwelling  to  a  fond  excefs. 
The  grateful  praifes  of  reliev'd  diftrefs. 
Re-echoed  thro'  the  heart,  the  foul  of  Bounty^blefs. 


PROLOGUE   to  the   MINIATURE    PICTURE. 

Wrhten  hy  Richard   Brinsi. by    Sheridan,   Efq^\    Spoken  hy 

Mr,  K I  R  c . 

CHILL'D  by  rough  gales,  while  yet  reluftant  May 
With-holds  the  beauties  of  the  vernal  day  ; 
As  fome  fond  maid,  whom  matron  frowns  reprove, 
Sufpends  the  fmile  her  heart  devotes  to  love  ; 
The  feafon's  pleafures  too  delay  their  hour. 
And  Winter  revels  with  protradled  pow'r  : 
Then  blame  not.  Critics,  if,  thus  late,  we  bring 
A  Winter's  drama — but  reproach — the  Spring. 
'     What  prudent  cit  dares  yet  the  feafon  truft. 
Balk  in  his  whiOcy,  and  enjoy  the  dud  f 
Horb'd  in  Cheapfide,  fcarce  yet  the  gayer  fpark 
Atchieves  the  Sunday  triumph  of  the  Park  ; 
Scarce  yet  you  fee  him,  dreading  to  be  late. 
Scour  the  New-road,  and  daih  through  GrofvenorgatC, 
Anxious — and  fearful  too—his  fteed  to  ihew. 
The  hack'd  Bucephalus  of  Rotten-row  1 
Carelefs  he  feeras,  yet,  vigilantly  fly, 
Woos  the  ftray  glance  of  Ladies  paffing  by. 
While  his  off  heel,  inftdioufly  afide. 
Provokes  the  caper  which  he  feems  to  chide : 
Scarce  rural  Kenfington  due  honour  gains. 
The  vulgar  verdure  of  her  walk  remains. 
Where  white-rob'd  Mifles  amble  two  by  two. 
Nodding  to  booted  beaux-—'   How  do,  how  doi** 
With  generous  queftions  that  no  anfwcr  wait, 

*  How  vaftly  full !  a'n't  you  come  vaftly  late? 

*  Isn't  it  quite  charming?  When  do  you  leave  town  ? 

*  A'n't  you  quite  tir'd  ?  Pray,  can  we  fet  you  down  ?* 
Thcfe  fuperb  pleafures  of  a  London  May 
ImperfeA  yet,  we  hail  the  cold  delay  ; 
But  if  this  plea's  denied,  in  our  excufe 
Another  llill  remains  you  can't  refufe  ; 
It  is  a  Lady  writes — and  hark — a  noble-Mufe 

Vol.  XXIII.  P  '  Bu 
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But  fee  a  Critic  ftarting  from  his  bench— 

*  A  noWe  Author  ?'  Yes,  Sir;  but  the  Play's  not  French : 

Yet  if  it  were,  no  blame  on  us  could  fall ; 

For  we,  you  know,  muft  follow  Fafhion's  call;    ^ 

And  true  it  is  things  lately  were  en  traik 

To  woo  the  Gallic  Mufe  at  Drury-lanej 

Not  to  import  a  troop  of  foreign  elves. 

But  treat  you  with  French  aftors — in  ourfelves : 

A  friend  we  had,  who  vow'd  he'd  make  us  fpeak 

Pure  flippant  French,— by  contract — in  a  week; 

Told  us  'twas  time  to  ftudy  what  was  good, 

Polifh,  and  leave  off  being  underftood. 

That  crouded  audiences  we  thus  might  bring 

To  Monfieur  Parfons  and  Chevalier  King: 

Or  Ihould  the  vulgars  grumble  now  and  then. 

The  prompter  might  tranflate — for  country  gentlemen. 

Strait  all  fubfcrib'd — Kings,  Gods,  Mutes,  Singer,  Aftor,— 

A  Flanders  figure-dancer  our  contraftor. 

But  here,  I  grieve  to  own,  tho't  it  be  to  you. 

He  afted — e'en  as  moft  contraftors  do ; 

Sold  what  he  never  dealt  in,  and  th'  amount 

Being  firll  difcharg'd,  fubmitted  his  account: 

And  what  th'  event  ?  Their  induftry  was  fuch, 

Dodd  fpoke  good  FlemlOi,  Bannifter  bad  Dutch. 

Then  the  rogue  told  us,  with  infulting  eafe. 

So  it  was  foreign,  it  was  fure  to  pleafe : 

Beaux,  wits,  applaud,  as  faihion  fhould  command. 

And  Miffes  laugh — to  feem  to  underftand— • 

So  from  each  clime  our  foil  may  fomething  gain  ; 

Manhood  from  Rome,  and  fprightlinefs  from  Spain  ; 

Some  Ruffian  Rofcius  next  delight  the  age. 

And  a  Dutch  Heinel  flcate  along  the  ftage. 

Exotic  fopperies,  hail  I  whofe  flatt'ring  fmile 

Supplants  the  (lerner  virtues  of  our  ifle  ! 

Thus,  while  with  Chinefe  firs  and  Indian  pines 

Our  nurs'ries  fwarm,  the  Britilh  oak  declines : 

Yet,  vain  our  Mufes  fear — no  foreign  laws 

We  dread,  while  native  beauty  pleads  our  caufe  : 

While  you're  to  judge,  whofe  fmlles  are  honours  higher 

Than  verfe  fhould  gain,  but  where  thofe  eyes  infpire. 

But  if  the  men  prafume  your  pow'r  to  awe. 

Retort  their  churliih  fenatorial  law  ; 

This  is  your  houfe— and  move— the  gentlemen  withdraw 

Then  you  may  vote,  with  envy  never  ceafing. 

Your  influence  has  increas'd,  and  is  increafing; 

But  there,  I  truft,  the  refolution's  finilh'd  ; 

Sure  aone  will  fay— it  ought  to  be  dimini(h'd. 


I 
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CharaSiers  «/*  Sallust  andLiVY.     From  Hay  ley's  £j2iy  on  Uijiarj, 

BUT  Rome's  proud  Genius,  with  exulting  claim. 
Points  to  her  rivals  of  the  Grecian  name  ! 
Sententious  Sallust  leads  her  lofty  train; 
Clear,  tho'  conc-ife,  elaborately  plain, 
'    Poifing  his  fcale  of  words  with  frugal  care,  ' 

Nor  leaving  one  fuperfluous  atom  there ! 
Yet  well  diiplaying,  in  a  narrow  fpace. 
Truth's  native  ftrength,  and  Nature's  eafy  grace  j 
Skill'd  to  detedt,  in  tracing  Action's  courfe,  • 
The  hidden  motive,  and  the  human  fourcc. 
His  lucid  brevity  the  palm  has  won. 
By  Rome's  decifion,  from  Olorus'  Son. 

Of  mightier  fpirit,  of  majeltic  frame. 
With  powers  proportion'd  to  the  Roman  fame. 
When  Rome's  fierce  Eagle  his  broad  wings  unfuri'd. 
And  (hadow'd  with  his  plumes  the  fubjed  world. 
In  bright  pre-eminence,  that  Greece  might  own, 
Sublimer  Livy  claims  th'  Hiftoric  throne; 
With  that  rich  Eloquence,  whofe  golden  light 
Brings  the  full  fcene  diftindlly  to  the  fight ; 
That  Zeal  for  Truth,  which  Intereft  cannot  bend. 
That  Fire,  which  Freedom  ever  gives  her  friend. 
Immortal  artift  of  a  work.fupreme  ! 
Delighted  Rome  beheld,  with  proud  eftcem. 
Her  own  bright  image,  of  colofial  fize. 
From  thy  long  toils  in  pureft  marble  rife. 
But  envious  Time,  with  a  malignant  firoke. 
This  facred  ftatue  into  fragments  broke ; 
In  Lethe's  llream  its  nobler  portions  funk. 
And  left  Futurity  the  wounded  trunk. 
Yet,  like  rhe  matchlefs,  mutilated  frame. 
To  which  great  Angelo  bequeath'd  hi«  name. 
This  glorious  ruin,  in  whofe  ftrength  we  find 
The  fplendid  vigour  of  the  Sculptor's  mind. 
In  the  fond  eye  of  Admiration  ftill  '    ' 

Rivals  the  finiih'd  forms  of  modern  jlkill. 


C«  Biography  and  the  CharaStr  ef  VhVTkKQH,     From  thtfaaH. 

OB  L  E  S  T  Biography !   thy  charms  of  yore 
Hiftoric  Truth  to  ftrong  AfFe^ion  bore. 
And  foft'ring  Virtue  gave  thee  as  thy  dower^ 
Of  both  thy  parents  the  attractive  power ; 

P  »  .  Tq 


212       ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1780. 

To  win  the  heart,  the  wavering  thought  to  fix. 
And  fond  delight  with  wife  inftruftion  mix. 
Firft  of  thy  votaries,  peerlefs,  and  alone. 
Thy  Plutarch  fhines,  by  moral  beauty  known: 
Enchanting  Sage  !  whofe  living  leflbns  teach. 
What  heights  of  Virtue  human  efforts  reach. 
Tho'  oft  thy  Pen,  eccentrically  wild, 
Ramble,  in  Learning's  various  maze  beguil'd; 
Tho'  in  thy  Style  no  brilliant  graces  fhine. 
Nor  the  clear  conduft  of  correft  Defign, 
Thy  every  page  is  uniformly  bright 
With  mild  Philanthropy's  diviner  light. 
Of  gentlell  manners,  as  of  mind  elate. 
Thy  happy  Genius  had  the  glorious  fate 
To  regulate,  with  Wifdom's  foft  controul. 
The  ftrong  ambition  of  a  Trajan's  foul. 
But  O  1  how  rare  benignant  "Virtue  fprings. 
In  the  blank  bofom  of  defpotic  kings ! 

CAara^er  0/ F KOI ssAKT.     From  the' fame. 

YET  Courtefy,  with  generous  Valour  join'd. 
Fair  Twins  of  Chivalry  !  rcjoic'd  to  find 
A  faithful  Chronicler  in  plain  Froissart  ; 
As  rich  in  honefty  as  void  of  art. 
As  the  young  Peafant,  led  by  fpirits  keen 
To  fomc  great  city's  gay  and  gorgeous  fcene, 
Returning,  with  increafe  of  proud  delight. 
Dwells  on  the  various  fplendor  of  the  fight ; 
And  gives  his  tale,  tho'  told  in  terms  uncouth. 
The  charm  of  Nature,  and  the  force  of  Truth, 
Tho'  rude  engaging;  fuch  thy  fimple  page 
Seems,  O  Froissart  !  to  this  enlighten'd  age. 
Proud  of  their  fpirit,  in  thy  writings  Ihewn, 
Fair  Faith  and  Honour  mark  thee  for  their  own  ; 
Tho'  oft  the  dupe  of  thofe  delufive  times. 
Thy  Genius,  fofter'd  with  romantic  rhyines. 
Appears  to  play  the  legendary  Bard, 
And  trefpafs  on  the  truth  it  meant  to  guard. 
Still  (hall  thy  name,  with  lafting  glory.  Hand 
High  on  the  lift  of  that  advent'rous  band. 
Who,  bidding  Hiftory  fpeak  a  modern  tongue. 
From  her  cramp'd  hand  the  Monkifti  fetters  flung. 
While  yet  deprefs'd  in  Gothic  night  fhe  lay. 
Nor  faw  th'  approaching  dawn  of  Attic  day. 
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CharaBer  o/'Father  Paul.     From  the  fame, 

SARPI,  bleft  name  !  from  every  foible  clear. 
Not  more  to  Science  than  to  Virtue  dear. 
Thy  peuj  thy  life,  of  equal  praife  fecure  ! 
Both  wifely  bold,  and  both  fublimely  pure  ! 
That  Freedom  bids  me  on  thy  merits  dwell, 
Whofe  radiant  form  illum'd  thy  letter'd  cell ; 
Who  to  thy  hand  the  nobleft  tafk  affign'd. 
That  earth  can  offer  to  a  heavenly  mind : 
With  Reafon's  arms  to  guard  iavaded  laws. 
And  guide  the  pen  of  Truth  in  Freedom's  caufe. 
Too  firm  of  heart  at  Danger's  cry  to  Hoop, 
Nor  Lucre's  flave,  nor  vain  Ambition's  dupe. 
Thro'  length  of  days  invariably  the  fame. 
Thy  country's  liberty  thy  conflant  aim  ! 
For  this  thy  fpirit  dar'd  th'  AfTafTin's  knife. 
That  with  repeated  guilt  purfu'd  thy  life  ; 
For  this  thy  fervent  and  unweary'd  care 
Form'd,  ev'n  in  death,  thy  patriotic  prayer. 
And,  while  his  fhadows  on  thine  eye-lids  hung, 
*•  Be  it  immortal  !'*  trembled  on  thy  tongue. 


CharaBer  e/"  Voltaire.     From  the  fame. 

THO'  PontifFs  execrate,  and  Kings  betray. 
Let  not  this  fate  your  generous  warmth  allay. 
Ye  kindred  Worthies !  who  ftill  dare  to  wield 
Reafon's  keen  fword,  and  Toleration's  fhield. 
In  climes  where  Perfecution's  iron  mace 
Is  rais'd  to  mafTacre  the  human  race  ! 
The  heart  of  Nature  will  your  virtue  feel. 
And  her  immortal  voice  reward  your  zeal 
Firft  in  her  praife  her  fearlefs  champions  live, 
Crown'd  with  the  noblefi  palms  that  earth  can  give. 
Firm  in  this  band,  who  to  her  aid  advance. 
And  high  amid  th'  Hiftoric  fons  of  France, 
Delighted  Nature  faw,  with  partial  care. 
The  lively  vigour  of  the  gay  Voltaire  ; 
And  fondly  gave  him,  with  Avacreon's  fire 
To  throw  the  hand  of  Age  acrofs  the  lyre: 
But  mute  that  vary'd  voice,  which  pleas'd  fo  long  ! 
Th'  Hiftorian's  tale  is  clos'd,  the  Poet's  fong  I 
Within  the  narrow  tomb  behold  him  lie. 
Who  fill'd  fo  large  a  fpace  in  Learning's  eye  ! 
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Thou  Mind  unweary'd  !  thy  long  toils  are  o'er; 
Cenfure  and  Praife  can  touch  thy  ear  no  more : 
Still  let  me  breathe  with  jult  regret  thy  name. 
Lament  thy  foibles,  and  thy  powers  proclaim  ! 

On  the  wide  fea  of  Letters  'twas  thy  boaft 
To  croud  each  fail,  and  touch  at  every  coaft: 
From  that  rich  deep  how  often  haft  thou  brought 
The  pure  and  precious  pearls  of  fplendid  Thought ! 
How  didft  thou  triumph  on  that  fubjed-tide. 
Till  Vanity's  wild  guft,  and  ftormy  Pride, 
Prove  thy  ftrong  bark,  in  evil  hour,  to  fplit 
Upon  the  fatal  rock  of  impious  Wit  1 
But  be  thy  failings  cover'd  by  thy  tomb  ! 
And  guardian  laurels  o'er  thy  aflies  bloom  ! 

From  the  long  annals  of  the  world  thy  art, 
"With  chemic  procefs,  drew  the  richer  part; 
To  Hift'ry  gave  a  phllofophic  air. 
And  made  the  intereft  of  mankind  her  care ; 
Pleas'd  her  grave  brow  with  garlands  to  adorn, 
And  from  the  rofe  of  Knowledge  Itrip  the  thorn. 
/  Thy  lively  Eloquence,  in  profe,  in  verfe. 

Still  keenly  bright,  and  elegantly  terfe. 
Flames  with  bold  fpirit ;  yet  is  idly  rafh': 
Thy  promis'd  light  is  oft  a  dazzling  flafti : 
Thy  wifdom  verges  to  farcaftic  fport. 
Satire  thy  joy  !  and  ridicule  thy  ^or// 
But  the  gay  Genius  of  the  Gallic  foil. 
Shrinking  from  folemn  talks  of  ferious  toil. 
Thro'  every  fcene  his  playful  air  maintains, 
j  And  in  the  light  Memoir  unrival'd  reigns. 

Thy  Wits,  O  France  !   (as  e'en  thy  Critics  own) 
Support  not  Hiftory's  majeftic  tone ; 
,They,  like  thy  Soldiers,  want,  in  feats  of  length. 
The  perfevering  foul  of  Britilh  ftrength. 

Charailth  of  Camden,  Rawleigh,  Clarendon,  Burnet, 
Rapin,  Hume,  Lyttelton.     From  the/ante. 
> 

HAIL  to  thee,  Britain  !  hail !  delightful  land  ! 
I  fpring  with  filial  joy  to  reach  thy  ftrand  : 
And  thou  !   blell  nourifher  of  Souls,  fublime 
As  e'er  immortaliz'd  their  native  clime. 
Rich  in  Poetic  treafures,  yet  excufe 
The  trivial  offering  of  an  humble  Mufe, 
Who  pants  to  add,  with  fears  by  love  o'ercome. 
Her  mite  of  Glory  to  thy  countlefs  fum  ! 
With  vary'd  colours,  of  the  richefl  die. 
Fame's  brilliant  banners  o'er  thy  Offspring  fly : 
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In  native  Vigour  bold,  by  Freedom  led. 
No  path  of  honour  have  they  fail'd  to  tread  : 
But  while  they  wifely  plan,  and  bravely  dare. 
Their  own  atchievements  are  their  lateft  care. 
Tho'  Camden,  rich  in  Learning's  various  ftore. 
Sought  in  Tradition's  mine  Truth's  genuine  ore. 
The  wafte  of  Hift'ry  Jay  in  lifelefs  Ihade, 
Tho'  Rawleigh's  piercing  eye  thatworld  furvey'd, 
Tho'  mightier  names  there  caft  a  cafual  glance. 
They  feem'd  to  faunter  round  the  field  by  chance. 
Till  Clarendon  arofe,  and  in  the  hour 
When  civil  DIfcord  wak'd  each  mental  Power, 
With  brave  defire  to  reach  this  diftant  goal, 
Strain'd  all  the  vigour  of  his  manly  foul. 
Nor  Truth,  nor  Freedom's  injur'd  Powers,  allow 
A  wreath  iinfpotted  to  his  haughty  brow  : 
Friend  (hip's  firm  fpirit  ftill  his  fame  exalts. 
With  fweet  atonement  for  his  lelTer  faults. 
His  pomp  of  phrafe,  his  period  of  a  mile. 
And  all  the  maze  of  his  bewilder'd  Ilyle, 
Illum'd  by  warmth  of  heart,  no  more  offend  : 
What  cannot  Tafte  forgive,  in  Falklahd's  friend 7 
Nor  flow  his  praifes  from  this  fingle  fourcc  ; 
One  province  of  his  .art  difplays  his  force  : 
His  Portraits  boall,  with  features  ftrongly  like. 
The  foft  precifion  of  the  clear  Vandyke  : 
Tho',  like  the  Painter,  his  faint  talents  yield. 
And  fink  embarrafs'd  in  the  Epic  field. 
Yet  fliall  his  labours  long  adorn  our  ifle. 
Like  the  proud  glories  of  fome  Gothic  pile  : 
They,  tho'  conftrudled  by  a  Bigot's  hand. 
Nor  nicely  finilh'd,  nor  correftly  plan'd. 
With  folemn  Majefty,  and  pious  Gloom, 
An  awful  Influence  o'er  the  mind  aflume  ; 
Ai?d  from  the  alien  eyes  of  every  fedl 
Attract  obfervance,  and  command  refpeft. 

In  following  years,  when  thy  great  name,  Nassau  I 
Stampt  the  bleft  deed  of  Liberty  and  Law  j 
When  clear,  and  guiltlefs  of  Oppreflion's  rage. 
There  rofe  in  Britain  an  Augultan  age. 
And  clufter'd  Wits,  by  emulation  bright, 
DLffus'd  o'er  Anna's  reign  their  mental  light; 
That  conftellation  feem'd,  tho'  ftrong  its  flame. 
To  want  the  fplendor  of  Hiftoric  fame  : 
Yet  Burnet's  page  may  latting  glory  hope, 
Howe'er  infulted  by  the  fpleen  of  Popb. 
Tho'  his  rough  language  hafte  and  warmth  denote. 
With  ardent  Honcliy  of  foul  he  wrote : 
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Tho'  critic  cenfures  on  his  work  may  ftiower, 
Like  Faitl),  his  freedom  has  a  faving  power. 

Nor  Ihalt  thou  want,  Rapin  !  thy  well-earn'd  praife. 
The  fage  Polybius  thou  of  modern  days ! 
Thy  fword,  thy  pen,  have  both  thy  name  endear'd ; 

Thi?  join'd  our  arms,  and  that  our  ftory  clear'd  : 

Thy  foreign  hand  difcharg'd  th'  Hiftorian's  truft, 

Unfway'd  by  Party,  and  to  Freedom  juft. 

To  lettered  Fame  we  own  thy  fair  pretence. 

From  patient  Labour,  and  from  candid  Senfe. 

Yet  public  Favour,  ever  hard  to  fix, 

Plew  from  thy  page,  as  heavy  and  prolix. 

For  foon,  emerging  from  the  Sophift's  fchool. 

With  Spirit  eager,  yet  with  Judgment  cool, 
'  With  fubtle  Ikill  to  Ileal  upon  applaufe. 

And  give  falfe  vigour  to  the  weaker  caufe  ; 

To  paint  a  fpecious  fcene  with  niceft  art. 

Retouch  the  whole,  and  varnifli  every  part  ; 

Graceful  in  Style,  in  Argument  acute ; 

Mafter  of  every  trick  in  keen  Difpute  ! 

With  thefe  ftrong  powers  to  form  a  winning  tale, 

And  hide  Deceit  in  Moderition's  veil. 

High  on  the  pinnacle  of  Fafhion  plac'd, 

Hume  Ihone  the  idol  of  Hiftoric  Tafte. 

Already,  pierc'd  by  Freedom's  fearching  rays. 

The  waxen  fabric  of  his  fame  decays.—- 
(  Think  not,  keen  Spirit !  that  thefe  hands  prefume 

To  tear  each  leaf  of  laurel  from  thy  tomb  ! 

Thefe  hands!  which,  if  a  heart  of  human  frame 

Could  (loop  to  harbour  that  ungenerous  aim. 

Would  ftiipld  thy  grave,  and  give,  with  guardian  care. 

Each  type  of  Eloquence  to  flourilh  there  !         i 

But  public  Love  commands  the  painful  taflc,      ' 

From  the  pretended  Sage  to  ftrip  the  mafk. 

When  his  falfe  tongue,  averfe  to  Freedom's  caufe, 

profanes  tne  fpirit  of  her  ancient  laws. 

As  Afia's  foothing  opiate  drugs,  by  ftealth. 

Shake  every  flacken'd  nerve,  and  fap  the  health  ; 

Thy  writings  thus,  with  noxious  charms  refin'd. 

Seeming  to  foothe  its  ills,  unnerve  the  mind. 

While  the  keen  cunning  of  thy  hand  pretends 

To  ftrike  alone  at  Party's  abjeft  ends. 

Our  hearts  more  free  from  Fadion's  weeds  we  feel. 

But  they  have  loft  the  flower  of  Patriot  zeal. 

Wild  as  thy  feeble  Metaphyfic  p3ge. 

Thy  Hift'ry  rambles  into  Sceptic  rage ; 

■yVhofe  giddy  and  fantaftic  dreams  abufe 

A  Hampden's  Virtue,  and  a  Suakespbare's  Mufe. 
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With  purer  fpirit,  free  from  party  ftrife. 
To  foothe  his  evening  hour  of  honour'd  life. 
See  candid  Lyttelton  at  length  unfold 
The  deeds  of  liberty  in  days  of  old  ! 
Fond  of  the  theme,  and  narrative  with  age. 
He  winds  the  lengthen'd  tale  thro'  many  a  page  ; 
But  there  the  beams  of  Patriot  Virtue  (hine  j 
There  Truth  and  Freedom  fanftify  the  line. 
And  laurels,  due  to  Civil  Wifdom,  (hield 
This  noble  Neftor  of  th'  Hiftoric  field. 

The  living  names,  who  there  difplay  their  power. 
And  give  its  glory  to  the  prefent  hour, 
I  pafs  with  mute  regard  ;  in  fear  to  fail. 
Weighing  their  worth  in  a  fufpefted  fcale  : 
Thy  right,  Fofterity  !  I  facred  hold. 
To  fix  the  ftamp  on  literary  gold  ; 
Bleft  !  if  this  lighter  ore,  which  Iprepare 
For  thy  fupreme  Aflay,  with  anxious  care. 
Thy  current  fanftion  unimpeach'd  enjoy. 
As  only  tindur'd  with  a  flight  alloy  ! 

RONDEAU.     Sung  hy  Mrs.  Bartheleuon,  at  Ranelagh. 

NIGHT  and  day  the  anxious  lover 
Is  attentive  to  the  fair. 
Till  the  doubtful  courtftiip's  over : 
Is  flie  then  fo  much  his  care  i 

Warm  as  Summer  his  add-elTes, 

Hope  and  ardour's  in  his  eyes ; 
Cool  as  Winter  his  careffes. 

When  flie  yields  his  captive  priye, 

J^ow  the  owner  of  her  beauty. 

Sees  no  more  an  Angel  face  5 
Half  is  love,  therelt  is  duty  : 

Ple^fure  fure  i$  in  the  chace. 
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Account  of  Books  for  1780, 


JtnecJotes  of  Tainting  in  England', 
Huith  fame  Account  of  the  principal 
Artijis,  and  incidental  Notes  on 
Dther  Arts;  colUaed  by  the  late 
Mr.  George  Vertue ;  and  noav 
digejled  and  publijhed  from  his 
tnriginal  MSS.  by  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole.     Vol.  id.  and  i^th. 

WE  are  indebted  to  our  read- 
ers a  long  arrear  on  the. 
account  of  the  honourable  editor 
of  thefe  memoirs.  The  two  firft 
volumes  were  publifhed  in  the  year 
1762  :  and  a  fliort  view  of  the 
compiler's  plan,  together  with  our 
opinion  of  the  judicious  and  live- 
ly manner  in  which  it  was, exe- 
cuted, were  given  in  the  Annual 
Regifter  of  that  date.  The  third 
volume  came  out  the  following 
year;  but  the  account  of  it  was 
deferred  till  the  publication  of  the 
fourth  and  la{l,  which  was  then 
promifed,  and  for  which  we  have 
ivaited  with  all  the  impatience, 
that  the  fingular  merit  of  the  pre- 
ceding parts  had,  we  believe,  very 
generally  excited. 

But,  how  much  fdever  we  may 
have  fuffered  from  this  delay  in  the 
gratification  of  our  curiofity,  the 
motives  that  occafioned  it  cannot 
be  fufficiently  commended.  Mr. 
Walpole,  whofe  humanity  and  be- 
nevolence are  as  much  admired  in 
private  life,  as  his  fine  genius  and 


lively  talents  arc  by  the  public, 
vvas  unwilling,  as  he  himfelf  in- 
forms us,  *'  to  utter  even  gentle 
cenfurcs,  which  might  wound  the 
afFcftions,  or  offend  the  prejudices, 
of  thofe  related  to  perfons,  whom 
truth  forbad  him  to  commend 
beyond  their  merits. — — As  he 
could  not  therefore  refolve,  like 
moft  biographifts,  to  difpenfe  uni- 
vcrfal  panegyric,  the  publication  of 
this  laft  .volume,  which  contains 
the  lives, of  ar tills  in  the  two  late 
reigns,  though  it  had  been  long 
written,  and  even,  printed,  was 
deferred,  from  motives  of  tender- 
nefs  towards  their  furviving  friends 
and  relations."  To  rifk  the  tide 
of  popular  curiofity  would  have 
been  a  dangerous  experiment  in  an 
authorof  doubtful  reputation.  On 
the  other  hand,  to  facrifice  a  long 
period  of  certain  fame  to  the  gra- 
tification of  a  private  fatisfaftion, 
was  flill  lefs  to  be  expefted  from 
the  vanity  of  an  applauded  fa- 
vourite. But  Mr.  Walpole's  ge- 
nius and  virtues  make  him  fupe« 
rior  to  both  thefe  confiderations ; 
and  he  knows  that  men  of  true 
tafte  will  not  lefs  admire  the  be- 
neficent exertions  of  the  one,  than 
the  moft  brilliant  produdions  of  the 
other. 

The  firft  of  the  volumes  now 
before  us  commences  with  the 
reign  of  Charles  thefccoad.  **  The 

ans« 
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arts,  fays  this  fpirited  writer,  were 
in  a  manner  expelled  with  the 
royal  family  from  Britain.  The 
anecdotes  of  a  civil  war  are  the 
hiftoryof  deftrudlion.  In  all  ages, 
the  mob  have  vented  their  hatred 
to  tyrants,  on  the  pomp  of  tyran- 
ny. The  magnificence,  the  people 
have  envied,  they  grow  to  deteft; 
and  miHaking  confequences  for 
caufes,  the  firft  obje£ls  of  their 
fury  are  the  palaces  of  their  maf- 
ters.  If  religion  is  thrown  into 
the  quarrel,  the  moft  innocent  arts 
are  catalogued  with  fins.  This 
was  the  cafe  in  the  contefts  be- 
tween Charles  and  his  parliament. 
As  he  had  blended  aife^lion  to  the 
fciences  with  a  lull  of  power,  non- 
fen  fe  and  ignorance  were  adopted 
into  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft. 
Painting  became  idolatry,  monu- 
ments were  deemed  carnal  pride, 
and  a  venerable  cathedral  feemed 
equally  contradiftory  to  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Bible.  Learning 
and  wit  were  conftrued  to  be  fo 
heathen,  that  one  would  have 
thought  the  Holy  Ghoft  could  en- 
dure noching  above  a  pun.  What 
the  fury  of  Henry  the  Vlllth  had 
fpared,  was  condemned  by  the 
Puritans  :  Ruin  was  their  harveft, 
and  they  gleaned  after  the  refor- 
mers. Had  they  countenanced 
any  of  the  fofter  arts,  what  could 
thofe  arts  have  reprefcnted  ?  How 
pifturefque  was  the  figure  of  an 
Anabaptift  ?  but  feftaries  have  no 
oftenfible  enjoyments;  their  plea- 
fures  are  private,  comfortable,  and 
grofs.  The  arts  that  civilize  fo- 
ciety,  are  not  calculated  for  men 
who  mean  to  rife  on  the  ruins  of 
eilablifhed  order.  Jargon  and  au- 
fterities  are  the  weapons  that  beft 
ierve  the  purpofes  of  herefiarcs  and 


innovators.  The  fciences  have  been 
excommunicated,  from  the  Gnof- 
tics  to  Mr.  Whitfield. 

**  The  reftoratioa  of  royalty- 
brought  back  the  arts,  not  tafte. 
Charles  the  lid  had  a  turn  to  me- 
chanics, but  to  none  of  the  politer 
fciences.  He  had  learned  to  draw 
in  his  youth.  In  the  imperial  li- 
brary at  Vienna  is  a  view  of  the 
Ifle  of  Jerfey,  defigned  by  him. 
But  he  was  too  indolent  to  amufe 
himfelf.  He  introduced  the  fa- 
ihions  of  the  court  of  France, 
without  its  elegance.  He  had  feea 
Louis  the  XlVth  countenance  Cor- 
neille,  Moliere,  and  Boileau,  who 
forming  themfelves  on  the  models 
of  the  ancients,  feemed  by  the  pu- 
rity of  their  writings  to  have  Itu- 
died  in  Sparta.  Charles  found  as 
much  genius  at  home,  but  how 
licentious,  how  indelicate  was  the 
ftile  he  permitted  or  demanded  ! 
Dryden's  tragedies  are  a  compound 
of  bombaft  and  heroic  obfcenity, 
inclofed  in  the  mod  beautiful  num- 
bers. If  Wycherley  had  nature,  it 
is  nature  (lark  naked.  The  pain- 
ters of  that  age  veiled  it  but  little 
more.  Sir  Peter  Lely  fcarce  faves 
appearances  but  by  a  bit  of  fringe 
or  embroidery.  His  nymphs,  ge- 
nerally repofed  on  the  turf,  are  too 
wanton  and  too  magnificent  to  be 
taken  for  any  thing  but  maids  of 
honour.  Yet  fantaltic  as  his  com- 
pofitions  feem,  they  were  pretty 
much  in  the  drefs  of  the  times,  as 
it  is  evident  by  a  Puritan  trad 
publifhed  in  '678,  and  intituled 
*  *  y«/?  o»ti  Reafonable  Reprehenfions 
of  Naked  Breajis  and  Shoulders.'* 
The  court  had  gone  a  good  way 
beyond  the  falhion  of  the  preced- 
ing reign,  when  the  gallantry  in 
vogue  was  to  wear  a  lock  of  fome 
favourite 
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favourite  objedl ;  and  yet  Prynne 
had  thought  that  mode  fo  damn- 
able, that  he  publifhed  an  abfurd 
piece  againftit,  called  The  Unlo-ve-. 
linejs  of  Love-locks  *. 

*•  The  fedtaries  in  oppofxtion  to 
the  king,  had  run  into  the  ex- 
treme againft  politenefs :  The  new 
court,  to  indemnify  themfelves  and 
snarlc  averfion  to  their  rigid  adver- 
faries,  took  the  other  extreme : 
Elegance  and  delicacy  were  the 
point  from  which  both  fides  ftarted 
different  ways  ;  and  tafte  was  as 
little  fought  by  the  men  of  wit, 
as  by  thofe  who  called  themfelves 
the  men  of  God.  The  latter 
thought  that  to  demolifti  was  to 
reform  ;  the  others,  that  ridicule 
was  the  only  rational  ccrreflive; 
and  thus,  while  one  party  deftroyed 
all  order,  and  the  other  gave  a 
loofe  to  diforder,  no  wonder  the 
age  produced  no  work  of  art,  that 
was  worthy  of  being  preferved  by 
pofterity.  Yet  in  a  hiftory  of  the 
arts,  as  in  other  hiftories,  the  times 
of  confufion  and  barbarifm  muft 
have  their  place,  to  prefcrve  the 
connexion,  and  to  afcertain  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  genius.  One  likes  to 
fee  through  what  clouds  broke  forth 
the  age  of  Auguftus  " 

— •*  The  fhort  and  tempeftuous 
reign  of  James,  fays  our  author, 
though  he  himfelf  feemstohavehad 
jnuch  inclination  to  them,  afforded 
fmall  encouragement  to  the  arts. 
His  religion  was  not  of  a  complexion 
to  exclude  decoration  ;  but  four 
years,  crouded  with  infurredlions, 
profecutions,  innovations,  were  not 

*  «  At  the  fale  of  the  late  Lady  Worfely,  about  feven  or  eight  years  apo, 
was  the  portrait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  daughter  to  Robert  Earl  of  EfTex 
(Q^Etizabeth's  favourite),  with  a  lock  of  hei  father's  hair  hanging  on  her  neck, 
and  the  lock  iifelf  xvas  in  the  fame  auiUon," 


likely  to  make  a  figure  in  a  hiftory 

of  painting." 

King  William  follows  next 
in  order.  "  This  prince,  he  ob- 
ferves,  like  moft  of  thofe  in  our 
annals,  contributed  nothing  to 
the  advancement  of  arts.  He  was 
born  in  a  country  where  tafte  never 
flouriihed,  and  nature  had  not 
given  it  him  as  an  embellifhment 
of  his  great  qualities.  He  courted 
fame,  but  none  of  her  minifters. 
Holland  owed  its  prefervation  to 
his  heroic  virtue;  England  its  li- 
berty to  his  ambition  j  Europe  its 
independence  to  his  competition 
with  Louis  the  XlVth  ;  for  how- 
ever unfuccefsful  in  the  conteft, 
the  very  ftruggle  was  falutary.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  draw  all  his  re- 
fources  from  himfelf,  and  not  con- 
tent to  acquire  glory  by  proxy,  he 
had  no  leifure,  like  his  rival,  to 
prefide  over  the  regifters  of  his 
fame.  He  fought  his  own  battles, 
inftead  of  choofing^ mottoes  for  the 
medals  that  recorded  them ;  and 
although  my  Lord  Hallifax  pro- 
mifed  him  that  his  wound,  in  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne, 

Should  run  for  ever  purple  in  our  looms, 

his  majefty  certainly  did  not  be- 
fpeak  a  fingle  fuit  of  tapeftry  in 
memory  of  the  adlion.  In  Eng- 
land he  met  with  nothing  but  dif- 
gufts.  He  underftood  little  of  the 
nation,  and  feems  to  have  afted 
too  much  upon  a  plan  formed  be- 
fore he  came  over ;  and,  however 
neceffary  to  his  early  fituation, 
little  adapted  to  fo  peculiar  a  pec- 
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pie  as  the  EngliQi.  He  thought 
that  valour  and  taciturnity  would 
conquer  or  govern  the  world,  and 
vainly  imagining  his  new  fubjefts 
loved  liberty  better  than  party,  he 
trulted  to  their  feeling  gratitude 
for  a  blefDng,  which  they  could 
not  help  feeing  was  conferred  a 
little  for  his  own  fake.  Referved, 
unfociable,  ill  in  his  health,  and 
foured  by  his  fituation,  he  fought 
none  of  thofe  amufements  that 
make  the  hours  of  the  happy  much 
happier.  If  we  muft  except  the 
palace  at  Hampton  Court,  at  leail 
it  is  no  monument  of  his  tafte;  it 
feems  erefted  in  emulation  of  what 
it  certainly  was  meant  to  imitate, 
the  pompous  edifices  of  the  French 
monarch.     We  are  told  that 

Great    Naflau    to    Kneller's   hand 
decreed . 
To  fix   him   graceful  on  the  bouading 
fteed. 

Tq  general  I  believe  his  majeftv 
patronized  neither  painters  nor  * 
poets,  though  he  was  happy  in  the 
latter — but  the  cafe  is  different ;  a 
great  prince  may  have  a  Garth,  a 
Prior,  a  Montagu,  and  want  Titi- 
ans  and  Vandycks,  if  he  encou- 
rages neither — You  mult  addrefs 
yourfelf  to  a  painter  if  you  wifh 
to  be  flattered — A  poet  brings  his 
incenfe  to  you.  Mary  feems  to 
have  had  little  more  propenfuy  to 
the  arts  than  the  king  :  the  good 
queen  loved  to  work  and  talk,  and 
contented  herfelf  with  praying  to 
God  that  her  hulband  might  be  a 
great  hero,  fince  he  did  not  choofe 
to  be  a  fond  hulband.— — 

— Of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 


fo  illullrated  by  heroes,  he  obferves, 
that  it  "  was  not  equally  fortu- 
nate in  artills.  Except  Kneller, 
fcarce  a  painter  of  note.  Weft- 
miniler- Abbey  teftifies  there  was 
no  eminent  flatuaries.  One  man, 
there  was  who  difgraced  this  period 
by  his  architedure  as  much  as  he 
enlivenTid  it  by  his  wit ;  formed  to 
pleafe  both  Auguftus  and  an 
Egyptian  monarch,  who  thought 
nothing  preferved  fame  like  a  folid 
mafs  of  Hone,  he  produced  a  Re- 
lapfe  and  Blenheim.  Party,  that 
(harpened  the  genius  of  the  age, 
dishonoured  it  too,  A  halfpenny 
print  of  Sacheverel  would  have 
been  preferred  to  a  (ketch  of  Ra- 
phael. Lord  Sunderland  and  Lord 
Oxford  coUedted  books,  the  Duke 
of  Devonlhire  and  Lord  Pembroke, 
pidures,  medals,  ftatues :  The 
performance  of  the  time  had  little 
pretenfions    to   be   admitted   into 

fuch  cabinets." 

— The  fourth  volume  opcnswith 
George  the  firft.  **  We  are  now 
arrived,"  fays  Mr.  Walpole,  *'  at 
the  period,  in  which  the  arts  were 
funk  to  the  lowed  ebb  in  Britain. 
From  the  ftiffnefs  introduced  by 
Holbein  and  the  Flemilh  mailers, 
who  not  only  laboured  under  the 
timidity  of  the  new  art,  but  who 
faw  nothing  but  the  ftarch  and  un- 
pliant  habits  of  the  times,  we  were 
fallen  into  a  loofe,  and,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  word,  a  dijjolule  kind  of 
painting,  which  was  not  lefs  bar- 
barous than  the  oppofite  extreme, 
and  yet  h.id  not  the  merit  of  re- 
prefenting  even  the  dreffes  of  the 
age.  Sir  Godfrey  Kneiler  dill 
lived,  but  only  in  name,  which  he 


•  King  William  had  fo  little  leifuie  to  attend  to,  or  (o  little  difpofitlon  t* 
men  of  wit,  that  when  St.  Evrpmont  was  introduced  to  him,  the  kmg  faid 
coldly,  "  1  think  you  was  a  major-geiieral  in  the  Frehch  fcrvice." 

jgroltituted 
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proftituted  by  fuiFering  the  moft 
wretched  daubings  of  hired  fubfti- 
tutes  to  pafs  for  his  works,  while 
at  moft  he  gave  himfelf  the  trouble 
of  taking  the  likenefs  of  the  per- 
fon  who  fat  to  him.     His  bold  and 
free  manner  was  the  fole  admira- 
tion of  his  fucceflbrs,  who  thought 
they  had  caught  his  ftyle,   when 
they  neglefted  drawing,  probabi- 
lity, and  finifhing.     Kneller  had 
exaggerated  the  curls  of  full-bot- 
tomed wigs  and  the  tiaras  of  rib- 
bands, lace  and  hair,  till  he  had 
ftruck  out  a  graceful  kind  of  un- 
natural grandeur ;  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  modes  were  ftill  lefs  favour- 
able  to   pidlurefque  imagination. 
The  habits  of  the  time  were  fhrunk 
to  awkward  coats  and  waiflcoats 
for  the  men;  and  for  the  women, 
to  tight-laced  gowns,  round  hoops, 
and  half  a  dozen  fqueezed  plaits 
of  linen,  to  which  dangled  behind 
two  unmeaning  pendants,  called 
lappets,    not  half  covering  their 
flrait^drawn  hair.     DahJ,  Dagar, 
Richardfoft,    Jervas,    and    others, 
rebuffed  with  fuch  barbarous  forms, 
and  not  pofleffing  genius  enough 
to  deviate  from  what  they  faw  into 
graceful    variations,   cloathed  all 
their  perfonages  with  a  loofe  dra- 
pery and  airy  mantles,  which  not 
only  were  not,  but  could  not  be 
the  drefs  of  any  age  or  nation,  fo 
little  were  they  adapted  to  cover 
the  limbs,  to  exhibit  any  form,  or 
to  adhere   to  the    perfon,    which 
they  fcarce  enveloped,   and  from 
which  they  muft  fall  on  the  leaft 
motion.    As  thofe  cafual  lappings 
and  flowing  ftreamers  were  imitated 
from  nothing,   they  feldom  have 
any  folds  or  chiaro  'fcuro ;  ana- 
tomy and  colouring  being  equally 
forgotten.   Linen,  from  what  ceco- 
nomy  I  know  not,  is  feldom  allowed 


in  thofe  portraits,  even  to  the  la- 
dies, who  lean  careleflyon  a  bank, 
and  play  with  a  parrot  they  do  not 
look  at,  under  a  tranquillity  wl^ich. 
ill  accords  with  their  feeming  fitu- 
ation,  the  flightnefs  of  their  veft- 
ment  and  theianknefs  of  their  hair 
having  the  appearance  of  th^ir 
being  juft  rifen  from  the  bath,  and 
of  having  found  none  of  their 
cloaths  to  put  on,  but  a  loofe 
gown.  Architedlure  was  perverted 
to  meer  houfe-building,  where-  it 
retained  not  a  little  of  Vanbrugh  ; 
and  if  employed  on  churches,  pro- 
duced at  Deft  but  corrupt  and  taw- 
dry imitations  of  Sir  Chriftopher 
Wren.  Statuary  ftill  lefs  defer ved 
the  name  of  an  art. 

The  new  monarch  was  void  of 
tafte,  and  not  likely  at  an  advanced 
age  to  encourage  the  embellifh- 
ment  of  a  country,  to  which  he 
had  little  partiality,  and  with  the 
face  of  which  he  had  few  oppor- 
tunities of  getting  acquainted  ; 
though  had  he  been  better  known, 
he  muft  have  grown  the  delight  of 
it,  pofTefling  all  that  plain  good- 
humoured  fimplicity  and  focial  in- 
tegrity, which  peculiarly  diiHn- 
guifhes  tie  honeji  Englifit  private 
gentleman.  Like  thofe  patriots,  it 
was  more  natural  to  George  the 
firft  to  be  content  with,  or  even 
partial  to  whatever  he  found  eflab- 
lifihed,  than  to  feek  for  improve- 
ment and  foreign  ornament.  But 
the  arts,  when  neglefted,  always 
degenerate.  Encouragement  muft 
keep  them  up,  or  a  genius  revivify 
them.  Neither  happened  under  the 
firft  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic.** 

Having  finiihed  the  reign  of 
George  the  firft,  "  it  is  with 
complacency,  fays  the  author,  I 
enter  upon  a  more  Ihining  period 
in  the  hiilory  of  ar{5,  upon  a  new- 
sera; 
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Kra;  for  though  painting  made 
but  feeble  efforts  towards  advance- 
ment, yet  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  fecond  that  architetlure 
revived  in  antique  purity;  and 
that  an  art  unknown  to  every  age 
and  climate  not  only  flatted  into 
being,  but  advanced  with  mafter- 
fteps  to  vigorous  perfeflion ;  f 
mean,  the  art  of  gardening,  or  as 
I  fhould  chufe  to  call  it,  the  art  of 
treating  land/cape.  Ry (brack  and 
Roubiliac  redeemed  ftatuary  from 
reproach,  and  engraving  began  to 
demand  better  painters,  whofe 
works  it  might  imitate.  The  king, 
it  is  true,  had  little  propenfity  to 
refined  pleafures ;  but  queen  Ca- 
roline was  ever  ready  to  reward 
merit,  and  wiftied  to  have  their 
reign  illultrated  by  monuments  of 
genius.  She  enfhrined  Newton, 
Boyle,  and  Locke  :  (he  employed 
Kent,  and  fat  to  Zincke.  Pope 
might  have  enjoyed  her  favour, 
and  Swift  had  it  at  firft,  till  info- 
lent  under  the  malk  of  indepen- 
dence ;  and  not  content  without 
domineering  over  her  pelitics,  fhe 
abandoned  him  to  his  ill-humour, 
and  to  the  vexation  of  that  mif- 
guided  and  difappointed  ambition, 
that  perverted  and  preyed  on  bis 
excellent  genius. 

To  have  an  ejtaft  view  of  fo 
long  a  reign  as  that  of  George  the 
fecond,  it  muft  be  remembered 
that  many  of  the  artifts  already 
recorded  lived  paft  the  beginning 
of  it,  and  were  principal  perfor- 
mers. Thus  the  ftyle  that  had 
predominated  both  in  painting  and 
architefture  in  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  ftill  exifted  during  the  firft 
years  of  the  late  king,  and  may  be  ■ 
confidered  as  the  remains  of  the 
fchools  of  Dahl  and  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller,  and  of  Sir  Chiiilopher 


Wren.  Richardfon  and  Jervas, 
Gibbs  and  Campbell,  were  ftill  at 
the  head  of  their  refpedlive  pro- 
feffions.  Each  art  improved,  be- 
fore the  old  profeffors  left  the  ftage. 
Vanloo  introduced  a  better  flyle 
of  draperies,  which  by  the  help  of 
Vanaken,  became  common  to  and 
indeed  the  fame  in  the  works  of 
almoft  all  our  painters  ;  and  Leoni, 
by  publiftiing  and  imitating  Pal- 
ladio,  difencumbered  architedure 
from  fome  of  the  weight  with 
which  it  had  been  overloaded. 
Kent,  Lord  Burlington,  and  Lord 
Pembroke,  though  the  two  firlt 
were  no  foes  to  heavy  ornaments, 
reftored  every  other  grace  to  that 
impofing  fcience,  and  left  the  art 
in  pofleflion  of  all  its  rights — yet 
ftill  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Chambers 
were  wanting  to  give  it  perfect  de- 
licacy. The  reign  was  not  clofed, 
when  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds  ran- 
fomed  portrait-painting  from  infi- 
pidity,  and  would  have  excelled 
the  greateft  mafters  in  that  branch, 
if  his  colouring  were  as  lafting,  as 
his  tafte  and  imagination  are  in* 
exhauftible." 

We  cannot  clofe  thefe  extraSs 
without  adding  one  more,  in  which 
Mr.  W.  has  done  juftice  to  the 
merits  of  our  living  artifts,  with 
the  fame  tafte  and  difcernment, 
that  he  hat!  appreciated  the  value 
of  their  predeceflTors — In  an  adver- 
tifement  prefixed  to  the  laft  vo- 
lume, he  acquaints  us  that  •*  The 
work  is  carried  as  far  as  the  author 
intended  to  go,  though  he  is  fen- 
fible  he  could  continue  it  with 
more  fatisfaftion  to  himfelf,  as  the 
arts,  at  leaft  thofe  of  painting  and 
architetture,  are  emerging  from 
the  wretched  ftate  in  which  they 
lay  at  the  acceflion  of  George  the 
£rft.     To  architedure,   tafte  and 
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vigour  were  given  by  lord  Burling- 
ton and  Kent They  have  fuc- 

ceffors  worthy  of  the  tone  they  gave ; 
if,  as  refinement  generally  verges 
to  extreme  contrarieties,  Kent's 
ponderofity  does  not  degenerate  in- 
to fiUigraine — But  the  modern  Pan- 
theon, uniting  grandeur  and  light- 
nefs,fimplicicy  and  ornament, feems 
to  have  marked  the  medium,  where 
tafte  mull  Hop.  The  architeft  who 
fliall  endeavour  to  refine  on  Mr. 
Wyat,  will  perhaps  give  date  to 
the  age  of  embroidery.  Virgil, 
Longinus  and  Vitruvius  afford  no 
rules,  no  examples,  of  fcattering 
finery. 

This  delicate  redundance  of  or- 
nament growing  into  our  archi- 
tedlure  might  perhaps  be  checked, 
if  our  artills  would  ftudy  the  fub- 
lime  dreams  of  Piranefi,  who  feems 
to  have  conceived  vifions  of  Rome 
beyond  what  it  boafted  even  in  the 
meridian  of  its  fplendor.  Savage 
as  Salvator  Rofa,  fierce  as  Michael 
Angelo,  and  exuberant  as  Rubens, 
he  has  imagined  fcenes  that  would 
llartle  geometry,  and  exhaull  the 
Indies  to  realize.  He  piles  palaces 
on  bridges,  and  temples  on  palaces, 
and  fcales  Heaven  with  mountains 


of  edifices.  Yet  what  taft«  in  hii 
boldnefs !  what  grandeur  in  his 
wildnefs !  what  labour  and  thought 
both  in  his  ralhnefs  and  details! 
Architedlure,  indeed,  has  in  a 
manner  two  fexes ;  its  mafculine 
dignity  can  only  exert  its  mufcles 
in  public  works  and  at  public  ex- 
pence  ;  its  fofter  beauties  come  bet- 
ter within  the  compafs  of  private 
refidence  and  enjoyment. 

How  painting  has  rekindled 
from  its  embers,  the  works  of 
many  living  artift?  demonftrate. 
The  prints  after  the  works  of  Sir 
Jofliua  Reynolds  have  fpread  his 
fame  to  Italy,  where  they  have  not 
at  prefent  a  fingle  painter  that  can 
pretend  to  rival  an  imagination  fo 
fertile,  that  the  attitudes  of  his 
portraits  are  as  *  various  as  thofc 
of  hillory.  In  what  age  were  pa- 
ternal defpair  and  the  horrors  of 
death  pronounced  with  more  ex- 
preffive  accents  than  in  his  piflure 
of  Count  Ugolino  ?  When  was  in- 
fantine lovelinefs,  or  embrio-paf- 
fions,  touched  with  fweeter  truth 
than  in  his  portraits  of  Mifs  Price 
and  the  baby  Jupiter?  Whatfrank- 
nefs  of  nacure  in  Mr.  Gainfbo- 
rough's    landfcapes ;    which   may 


*  Sir  J.  Reynolds  has  been  accufeil  of  plagiarifm  for  having  borrowed  atti- 
tudes from  ancient  mafters.  Not  only  cundoui  but  criticifm  mult  deny  tht  force 
of  the  charge.  Wlien  a  lingle  polluie  is  imitated  from  an  hKtoric  pi£lure,  and 
applied  to  a  poitrait  in  a  ditl'eient  dicfs  and  with  new  attributes,  This  is  not 
plagiarilm,  but  quotation  :  and  a  quotation  from  a  great  author,  with  a  novel 
application  of  the  fenlV.  has  ahvays  been  allowed  to  be  an  inftancc  of  parts  and 
tarte  ;  and  may  have  more  merit  than  the  original.  When  the  fons  of  Jacob 
Jmpofed  on  their  father  by  a  falfe  coat  of  Jofeph,  i'aying,  *'  Know  now  whether 

This  be  thy  Ion's  coat  or  not,"  they  only  alked  a  deceitful  queilion but  that 

interrogation  became  wit,  whtn  Richard  ift.  on  the  pope  reclaiming  a  bifhop 
whom  the  king  had  taken  priloner  in  battle,  fent  him  the  prelate's  coat  ot  mail, 
and  in  the  words  of  fcripture  alked  his  holinels,  whether  that  was  the  coat  of 
his  fon  or  not  ?  Is  not  there  humour  and  fatire  in  Sir  Jofliua's  reducing  Holbein's 
fwaggering  and  coloflal  haughtineCs  of  Henry  8th.  to  the  boyifli  jollity  of  mafter 
Crewe  ? — One  prophecy  I  will  venture  to  make  ;  Sir  Jofhua  is  not  a  plagiary,  but 
will  beger  a  thoufand.  The  exuberance  of  his  inveution  will  be  the  grammar  of 
future  painters  of  portrait. 
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entitle  them  to  rauk  in  the  noble 
colleiftions !  What  genuine  humour 
in  Zaffanii's  comic  fcenes ;  which 
do  not,  like  the  works  of  Dutch 
and  Flemifli  painters,  invite  laugh- 
ter to  divert  itfelf  with  the  nallieft 
indelicacy  of  boors  ! 

Such  topics  would  pleafe  a  pen 
that  delights  to  do  juftice  to  its 
country—but  the  author  has  for- 
bidden himfelf  to  treat  of  living 
profeflbrs.  Pofterity  appreciates 
impartially  the  works  of  the  dead. 
To  pollerity  he  leaves  the  continu- 
ation of  thefe  volumes ;  and  re- 
commends to  the  lovers  of  arts  the 
induflry  of  Mr.  Vertue,  who  pre- 
ferved  notices  of  all  his  cotempo- 
raries,  as  he  had  colledled  of  paft 
ages,  and  thence  gave  birth  to  this 
work.  In  that  fupplement  will 
not  be  forgotten  the  wonderful  pro- 
grefs  in  miniature  of  Lady  Lucan, 
who  has  arrived  at  copying  the 
moft  exquifite  works  of  Ifaac  and 
Peter  Oliver,  Hoflcins  and  Cooper, 
with  a  genius  that  almoll  depre- 
ciates thofe  mailers,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  they  fpent  their  lives  in 
attaining  perfection ;  and  who, 
foaring  above  their  modeil  timi- 
dity, has  transferred  the  vigour  of 
Raphael  to  her  copies  in  water- 
colours.  There  will  be  recorded 
the  living  etchings  of  Mr.  H.  Bun- 
bury,  the  fecond  Hogarth,  and 
firft  imitator  who  ever  fully  equal- 
led his  original  ;  and  who,  like 
Hogarth,  has  more  humour  when 
he  invents,  than  when  he  illu- 
ftrates  * probably  becaufe  ge- 
nius can  draw  from  the  fources  of 
nature  with  more  fpiric  than  from 
the  ideas  of  another.  Has  any 
painter  ever  executed  a  fcene,  a 
charader  of  Shakefpear^  that  ap- 


proached to  the  prototype  fo  ncaf 
as  Shakefpear  himfelf  attained  to 
nature  ?  Yet  is  there  a  pencil  in  a 
living  hand  as  capable  of  pro- 
nouncing the  paflions  as  our  un- 
equalled poet;  a  pencil  not  only 
infpired  by  his  infight  into  nature, 
but  by  the  graces  and  tafte  of 
Grecian  artifts — but  it  is  not  fair 
to  excite  the  curiofity  of  the  public, 
when  both  the  rank  and  bafhful 
merit  of  the  pofTefTor,  and  a  too 
rare  exertion  of  fuperior  talents, 
confine  the  proofs  to  a  narrow 
circle.  Whoever  has  feen  the 
drawings,  and  bafreliefs,  defigned 
and  executed  by  Lady  Diana  Beau- 
clerc,  is  fenfible  that  thefe  imper- 
fedl  encomiums  are  far  (hort  of  the 
excellence  of  her  works.  Her  por- 
trait of  the  Duchefs  of  Devonlhire, 
in  feveral  hands,  confirms  the 
truth  of  part  of  thefe  aflertions. 
The  nymph-like  fimplicity  of  the 
figure,  is  equal  to  what  a  Greciaa 
flatuary  would  have  formed  for  a 
dryad  or  goddefs  of  a  river.  Bar- 
tolozzi's  print  of  her  two  daugh- 
ters, after  the  drawing  of  the  fame 
lady,  is  another  fpecimen  of  her 
fingular  genius  and  taile.  I'he 
gay  and  fportive  innocence  of  the 
younger  daughter,  and  the  demure 
application  of  the  elder,  are  as 
charadteriftically  contrafted  as  Mil- 
ton's Allegro  and  Penferofo. 

The  hiftoric  compofitions  offered 
for  St.  Paul's  by  fome  of  our  firft 
artifts  feemed  to  difclofe  a  vifioa 
of  future  improvement— a/'period 
the  more  to  be  wifhed,  as  the 
wound  given  to  painting  through 
the  fides  of  the  Romifh  religioa 
menaces  the  arts  as  well  as  idolatry 
— unlefs  the  Methodifts,  whofe  ri- 
gour feems  to  ioften  and  adopt  the 


*  For  inftance,  in  his  prints  to  Triftram  Shandyi 
Vol.  XXIII.  Q^ 
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*rtifices  of  the  Catholics,  [for  our 
itinerant  mountebanks  already  are 
'ond  of  being  fainted  in  mezzo- 
'into,  as  well  as  their  St.  Bridgets 
^nd  Terefas]  fhould  borrow  the 
Paraphernalia  of  enthufiafm  now 
waning  in  Italy,  and  fuperadd  the 
witchery  of  painting  to  that  of  mu- 
lic.  Whitfield's  temples  encircled 
with  glory  may  convert  ruftics, 
who  have  never  heard  of  his  or 
Ignatius  Loyola's  peregrinations. 
If  enthufiafm  is  to  revive,  and  ta- 
bernacles to  rife  as  convents  are 
demolifhed,  may  we  not  hope  at 
leaft  to  fee  them  painted  ?  Le 
Sueur's  cloyfter  at  Paris  makes 
fome  little  amends  for  the  impri- 
fonment  of  the  Carthufians.  The 
abfurdity  of  the  legend  of  the  re- 
viving canon  is  loft  in  the  amazing 
art  of  the  painter;  and  the  lalt 
fcene  of  St.  Bruno  expiring,  in 
which  are  exprefied  all  the  ftages 
of  devotion  from  the  youngeft 
mind  impreiTed  with  fear  to  the 
compofed  resignation  of  the  prior, 
is  perhaps  inferior  to  no  fingle  pic- 
ture of  the  greateft  matter.  If 
Raphael  died  young,  fo  did  Le 
Sueur;  the  former  had  feen  the 
antique,  the  latter  only  prints 
from  Raphael :  yet  in  the  Char- 
treufe,  what  airs  of  heads  !  what 
harmony  of  colouring  !  what  aerial 
perfpediv-e !  How  Grecian  the 
limplicity  of  architedlure  and  dra- 
pery! How  diverfified  a  fingle 
quadrangle,  though  the  life  of  a 
hermit  be  the  only  fubjedb,  and 
devotion  the  only  pathetic !  In 
ihort,  till  we  have  other  piftures 
than  portraits,  and  painting  has 
ampler  fields  to  range  in  than  pri- 
vate apartments,  it  is  in  vain  to 
expeft  the  art  Ihould  recover  its 
genuine  luftre.  Statuary  has  flill 
lefs    encouragement.     Sepulchral 


decorations  are  almoft  difafcd  ;  and 
though  the  rage  for  portraits  is  at 
its  higheft  tide  both  in  pLdures  and 
prints,  bafts  and  ftatues  are  never 
demanded.  We  feem  to  wifh  no 
longer  duration  to  the  monuments 
of  our  expence,  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Peru  and  Ruffia,  where 
edifiCes  are  calculated  to  laft  but  to 
the  next  earthquake  or  coaflagra- 
tion." 

From  thefe  extrafls  our  readers 
will  perceive  that  Mr.  Walpole  has 
loft  nothing  of  that  lively  and 
fpirited  manner,  which  fo  ftrongly 
mark  all  his  writings.  The  Eflay 
on  Gardening,  which  we  have 
given  at  large  in  the  former  part  of 
this  volume,  will  afford  a  lafting 
proof  of  his  talle  and  judgment. 

Befides  the  four  volumes  which 
we  have  now  gone  through,  Mr. 
Walpole  publifhed  fome  time  ago 
a  fupplemental  volume  on  engrav- 
ing, of  which,  as  it  compleats  the 
author's  plan,  it  may  be  necefi!ary 
to  infert  here  a  fhort  account.  It 
is  entitled — A  Catalogue  of  Engra- 
njers  lubo  hwue  bten  horn  or  rejided  in 
England  ;  dige/led  by  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole, /row  the  MSS.  of  Mr. 
George  Vertue  ;  to  iv/jich  is  added, 
an  Account  of  the  Life  and  Works  of 
the  tatter,     /^to- 

As  Mr.  Vertue  was  of  this  pro- 
feffion  himfelf,  we  may  have  the 
greater  confidence  in  the  induftry 
and  fidelity  with  which  thefe  ma- 
terials have  been  coUefted.  Such 
particulars  of  the  lives  of  the  fe- 
veral  artifts,  as  their  general  ob- 
fcurity  has  fu fleered  to  remain,  are 
recorded ;  and  as  accurate  lifts  of 
their  works,  whenever  they  could 
be  obtained,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  their  merits,  are  added, 
this  work  mufl  be  of  fingular  ufe 
to  the  colleftors  of  this  fpecies  of 
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Virtu.  We  (hall  now  take  leave  of 
our  author  with  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  the  art  of 
engraving,  and  of  its  introduftion 
into  England. 

•*  When  the  monarchs  of  Egypt 
crefted  thofe  ftupendous  maffes, 
the  pyramijds,  for  no  other  ufe  but 
to  record  their  names,  they  little 
fufpefted  that  a  weed  growing  by 
the  Nile  would  one  day  be  con- 
verted into  more  durable  regifters 
of  fame  than  quarries  of  marble 
and  granite.  Yet  when  paper  had 
been  invented,  what  ages  rolled 
away  before  it  was  deitined  to  its 
beft  fervice.  It  is  equaRy  amufing 
to  obferve  what  obvious  arts  efcape 
our  touch,  and  how  quickly  various 
channels  are  deduced  from  a  fource 
when  once  opened.  This  was  the 
cafe  of  the  prefs  :  Printing  was  not 
difcovered  till  about  the  year  1430: 
In  thirty  years  more  it  was  applied 
to  the  multiplication  of  drawings. 
Authors  had  fcarce  feen  that  faci- 
lity of  difperfing  their  works,  be- 
fore painters  received  an  almoft 
equal  advantage.  To  each  w^s 
endlefs  fame  in  a  manner  infured, 
if  they  had  merit  to  challenge  it. 
With  regard  to  prints,  the  new 
difcovery  aflbciated  the  profeflbrs 
in  fome  degree  with  the  great  maf- 
ters  whofe  works  they  copied. 
This  intimate  connexion  between 
printers  and  engravers  makes  fome 
account  of  the  latter  a  neceffary 
fupplement  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
former.  But  if  this  country  has 
not  produced  many  men  of  genius 
in  the  nobler  branch,  it  has  been 
Hill  more  deficient  in  excellent  en- 
gravers. Mr.  Vertue  had,  been 
alike  induftrious  in  hunting  after 
monuments  of  the  latter  profefiion  ; 
he  was  of  it  himfelf ;  but  as  the 
artilh  were  Icfs  illullrious,  his  la< 


bour  was  by  far  more  unfuccefsful. 
Till  the  arrival  of  Hollar  the  art 
of  engraving  was  in  England  al- 
moft confined  to  portraits.  Vertue 
thought  what  was  produced  here, 
before  the  reign  of  King  James, 
of  fo  little  confequence,  that  in  a 
Iketch  which  he  had  made  for  a 
beginning,  he  profeffedly  dates  his 
account  from  the  year  1600.  If  I 
take  it  up  earlier>  it  is  merely  to 
give  a  compleat  hiftory,  which 
will  be  comprehended  in  a  few 
lines,  and  the  materials  for  which. 
I  have  chiefly  gathered  from  his 
papers,  and  from  the  Typographi- 
cal Antiquities  of  Mr.  Ames. 

"  Mr.  Evelyn  fays  the  art  of  en- 
graving, and  working  off  from, 
plates  of  copper,  did  not  appear 
till  about  the  year  1490;  that  is, 
it  was  not  brought  to  perfeftioa 
from  the  hints  gathered  from  topo- 
graphy :  yet  it  is  certain,  that  ia 
1460  Mafo  Finiguerra,  a  gold- 
fmith  of  Florence,  by  an  accident 
that  might  have  given  birth  to  the 
rolling-prefs,  without  the  antece- 
dent difcovery  of  printing,  did 
aftually  light  upon  the  method  of 
taking  off  {lamps  from  an  engraved 
plate.  Cafting  a  piece  of  fuch. 
plate  into  melted  brimftone,  he 
obferved  that  the  exa6t  impreffioa 
of  the  engraving  was  left  upon  the 
furface  of  the  cold  brimftone 
marked  by  lines  of  black.  He 
repeated  the  experiment  on  moift- 
ened  paper,  rolling  it  gently  with 
a  roller.  It  fucceeded.  He  com- 
municated the  difcovery  to  Baccio 
Baldini,  of  his  own  profefiion  and 
city.  The  latter  purfued  the  in- 
vention with  fucceis,  and  engraved 
feveral  plates  from  drawings  of 
Sandro  Botticello,  which  being 
feen  by  Andrea  Mantegna,  he  not 
only  aftifted  Baldini  with  defigns, 

Q_2  but 
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but  cultivated  the  new  art  himfelf. 
It  had  not  been  long  in  vogue  be- 
fore Hugh  da  Carpi  tried  the  fame 
experiment  with  wood,  and  even 
added  a  variety  of  tints  by  ufing 
different  (lamps,  for  the  gradua- 
tions of  lights  and  fhades;  a  me- 
thod revived  here  fome  years  ago 
with  much  fuccefs  by  Kirkall,  and 
fince  at  Venice  by  Jackfon,  though 
very  imperfeftly. 

•'  From  Italy  engraving  foon 
travelled  into  FlanderSj  where  it 
was  firft  praftifed  by  one  Martin 
of  Antwerp.  He  was  followed  by 
Albert  Durer,  who  carried  the  art 
to  a  great  height  confidering  how 
bad  the  tafte  was  of  the  age  and 
country  in  which  he  lived.  His 
fidelity  to  what  he  faw,  was  at 
once  his  fame  and  misfortune  ;  he 
was  happy  in  copying  nature,  but 
it  was  nature  difguifed  and  hid 
under  ungraceful  forms.  With 
neither  choice  of  fubjedls  or  beau- 
ty, his  induftry  gave  merit  even 
to  uglinefs  and  abfurdity.  Con- 
fining his  labours  a^moft  wholly  to 
religious  and  legendary  hiftories, 
he  turned  the  Teftament  into 
the  Hiftory  of  a  Flemilh  Village  ; 
the  habits  of  Herod,  Pilate,  Jo- 
feph,  &c.  their  dwellings,  theii* 
uteni:ls,  and  their  cuHoms,  were 
all  Gothic  and  European  ;  his 
Virgin  Mary  was  the  heroine  of  a 
Kermis.  Lucas  of  Leyden  imi- 
tated him  in  all  his  faults,  and 
was  ftill  more  burlefque  in  his  re- 
prefentations.  It  was  not  till  Ra- 
phael had  formed  Marc.  Antonio, 
that  engraving  placed  itfelf  ^with 
dignity  by  the  fide  of  painting. 

*'  When  the  art  reached  Eng- 
land does  not  appear.  It  is  a  no- 
torious blunder  in  Chambers  to 
fay  it  was  firft  brought  from  Ant- 
werp by   Speed   in   the  reign    of 


James  the  Ift.  In  fome  degree  we 
had  it  almoft  as  foon  as  printing  ; 
the  printers  themfelves  ufing  fniall 
plates  for  their  devices  and  rebufes.  ' 
Caxton's  Golden  Legend  has  in 
the  beginning  a  group  of  faints, 
and  many  other  cuts  difperfed 
through  the  body  of  the  work.  It 
was  printed  in  1483.  The  fecond 
edition  of  his  Game  at  Chefs  had 
cuts  too :  So  has  his  Le  Morte  de 
Arthur.  Wynkyn  de  Worde, 
Caxton's  fuccefTor,  prefixed  to  his 
title  of  the  Statutes,  in  the  fixth 
year  of  Henry  VII.  a  plate  with 
the  king's  arms,  crefts,  &c.  a  copy 
of  which  is  given  in  the  Life  of 
Wynkyn,  by  Ames  in  his  Typo- 
graphical Antiquities,  p.  79.  The 
fame  printer  exhibited  feveral 
books  adorned  with  cut?,  fome  of 
which  are  particularly  defcribed 
by  his  biographer,  in  pages  87, 
88,  89.  y  fequentibus. 

**  The  fubfequent  printers  con- 
tinued to  ornament  their  books 
with  wooden  cuts.  One  confider- 
able  work,  publilhed  by  John 
Raftell,  wasdiftinguilhed  by  prints 
of  uncommon  merit  for  that  age. 
It  was  called  The  Pajiyme  of  the 
People,  and  by  Bi(hop  Nicholfon, 
in  his  Hillorical  Library,  RaJieWs 
Chronicle,  This  fcarce  book,  of  a 
very  large  fize,  I  faw  at  the  auc- 
tion of  Mr.  Ames's  library  ;  it  had 
many  cuts,  eighteen  of  which  were 
in  great  folio,  reprefenting  the 
kings  of  England,  fo  well  dcfign- 
ed  and  boldly  executed  as  to  be 
attributed  to  Holbein,  though  I 
think  they  were  not  of  his  hand. 
I  fhall  mention  one  more  book 
with  wooden  cuts,  (though  feveral 
are  recorded  by  Ames) ;  it  is 
Grafton's  Chronicle,  printed  in 
1569,  and  containing  many  heads, 
as  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Henry 

VIII, 
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Vlir,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  &c. 
Yet  even  though  portraits  were 
ufed  in  books,  I  find  no  trace  of 
fingle  prints  being  wrought  off  in 
that  age.  Thofe  I  have  mentioned 
in  a  former  volume  as  compofing 
part  of  the  colleftion  of  Henry 
VIII,  were  probably  the  produc- 
tions of  foreign  artifls.  The  firfl 
book  that  appeared  with  cuts  from 
copper-plates,  at  leaft  the  firfl  that 
fo  induHrious  an  enquirer  as  Mr. 
Ames  had  obferved,  was,  "  The 
Birth  of  Mankind,  otherwife 
called.  The  Womans  Book," 
dedicated  to  Queen  Catharine, 
and  publifhed  by  Thomas  Rolande 
in  1540,  with  many  fmall  copper 
cuts,  but  to  thefe  no  name  was 
afHxed." 


An  Effay  on  Hijiory,  in  three  Epiftles 
to  Edward  Gibbon,  Bfq',  ivith 
Notes.  Bf  William  Hay  ley,  E/q. 

IT  has  been  the  fortune  of  few 
poets  to  begin  their  career 
with  fuch  univerfal,  and,  we  may 
add,  undivided  applaufe,  as  the 
author  of  the  efTay  now  before  us. 
It  is  no  final]  part  of  his  merit, 
that  in  times,  not  perhaps  fo  very 
deficient  in  poetical  abilities,  as 
remarkable  for  countenancing  the 
moil  frivolous  and  licentious  abufe 
of  them,  he  has  made  choice  of 
fubjefts  which  the  Englifh  mufe 
need  not  blufh  to  decorate.  The 
Effay  on  Painting  is  a  convincing 
proof  of  his  talents  in  that  mixed 
kind  of  poetry,  which  is  partly 
didadlic,  partly  defcriptive ;  and 
his  Epiftle  on  the  Death  of  Mr. 
Thornton,  and  the  Ode  to  Mr. 
Howard,  fhew  that  he  is  no  weak 
mafler  of  the  pathetic. 
His  poetical  talents,>ithout  be- 


ing marked  by  any  flrong  cafl  of 
original  genius,  are  of  that  fort, 
which  is  well  qualified  to  adorn 
philofophy,  and  illuminate  the 
didates  of  reafon  and  good  fenfe. 
He  pofle/Tes  a  confiderable  com- 
mand of  figurative  language  :  his 
verfification,  though  it  has  no 
great  compafs  or  variety,  is  eafy, 
flowing,  and  harmonious :  his  in- 
vention is  quick  and  fertile  :  his 
imagery  new  and  various :  his  fi- 
milies  are  novel,  frequent,  and 
happily  applied. 

The  poem  now  before  us  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts.  In  the 
firft,  after  fome  general  refleflions 
on  his  fubjed,  the  author  traces 
the  progrefs  of  hillory  from 

—the  rude  fymbol  on  the  artlefs  ftone— 

to  thofe  models  of  hiftorical  com- 
pofition  which  we  owe  to  the  ge- 
nius of  Athens.  The  following 
refleftioo5  on  the  fcarcity  of  great 
hiflorians,  and  the  impofTibility  of 
attaining  to  perfedlion,  are  equal- 
ly jufl  and  beautiful. 

Pure,  faultlefs  writing,   like  tranfmuted 

gold. 
Mortals  may  wilh,  but  never  fliall  behold : 
Let  genius  ftill  this  glorious  objedl  own. 
And  feek  Perfe6^ion's  philofophic  ftone  ! 
For  while  the  mind,  in  ftudy's  toilfome 

hours, 
Tries   on   the  long  refearch  her  latent 

powers, 
New  wonders  rife,   to  pay  her  patient 

thought. 
Inferior  only  to  the  prize  Ihe  fought. 

Nor  are  thofe  lines  lefs  poetical* 
in  which  he  introduces  Herodotus 
at  the  head  of  his  hifloric  wor- 
thies. 


-Behold  the  hifloric  fire  \ 


Ionic  rofes  mark  his  foft  attire ; 
Bold  in  his  air,  but  gracefid  in  his  mieHf 
As  the  fair  figure  of  his  favour'**  queen, 
0,1  Whca 


930       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780, 


When  her  proud  galley  ftiaih'dthe  Perfian 

van, 
And  grateful  Xerxes  own'dhcf  more  than 

man ! 

The  charafters  of  Thucydides, 
Xenophon,  Polybius,  Salluft,  Li- 
vy,  and  Tacitus,  are  afterwards 
drawn  with  great  fpirit  and  judg- 
ment. 

The  poet  next  addrefTes  himfelf 
to  Biography,  of  which  he  feems 
to  confider  Plutarch  as  the  father. 
This  muft  be  done  rather  on  the 
account  of  his  excellency,  than  the 
priority  of  his  claim  ;  fince  Dio- 
genes Laertius  has  left  us  a  valua- 
ble work  of  the  fame  kind.  But 
probably  the  author  has  omitted 
this  latter  writer,  as  having  com- 
piled rather  the  hiltory  of  philofo- 
phical  opinions,  than  of  the  ai^ions 
pf  mankind. — The  charafters  of 
Marcellinus  and  Anna  Comnena 
conclude  this  part. 

The  fecond  epiftle  commences 
with  the  Monkiih  hiftorians,  to 
vvhofe  merits  and  defedls  the  au- 
thor has  done  julHce  in  a  manner 
much  to  the  credit  both  of  his  can- 
dour and  difcernment. — The  prin- 
cipal Italian,  Spani(h,  and  French 
writers  follow,  and  thefe  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  later  hiftorians  of 
pur  own  country.  The  numerous 
extradls  we  have  already  given 
from  this  part  of  the  poem,  in  our 
poeiical  article,  makes  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  add  more  here,  and  will  in 
a  great  meafure  enable  our  read- 
ers to  judge  for  themfelves  of  our 
author's  abilities  both  as  a  poet  and 
a  critic. 

The  fources  of  the  principal  de- 
fers in  hiftory,  and  its  general 
laws,  are  the  fubjeds  of  the  third 
epiftle. — This,  a-,  our  author  feems 
^9  have  been  weil  aware^  is  the 


moll  important  and  diftcultpart  of 
hisdefign. 

It  has  been  well  obferved  of  the 
EJay  on  tranJlai'edVerfe,  **  that  Rof- 
common  has  indeed  deferved  his 
praifes,  had  they  been  given  with 
difcernment,  and  bellowed  not  on 
the  rules  themfelves,  but  the  arc 
with  which  they  are  introduced, 
and  the  decorations  with  which, 
they  are  adorned."  As  to  Mr. 
Hayley,  though  we  cannot  allow 
that  he  deferves  no  praife  as  the 
legiflator  of  hiftory,  yet  we  muft 
confefs  that  he  is  very  far  froni 
having  given  us  a  complete  code. 
In  enumerating  the  defefts  of  hif- 
torians, he  has  confined  himfelf  to 
what  relates  to  the  fubjefl* matter 
of  hiftory,  and  has  not  entered  at 
all  into  thofe  which  arife  from 
faults  in  the  ftyle  and  manner. 
The  rules  which  he  afterwards  lays 
down  on  that  fubjecl,  are  too  ge- 
neral and  indefinite  to  be  capable 
of  ufeful  application. 

Vanity,  national  and  private, 
flattery,  party-fpirit,  fuperftition, 
and  falfe  philofophy,  are  the  fources 
from  which  he  derives  the  princi- 
pal faults  in  hiftory.  Thefe  topics 
he  has  touched  with  great  fpirit, 
and  illuftrated  with  a  variety  of 
poetical  images.  Speaking  of  flat- 
tery, he  fays : 

But  arts  of  deeper  guile,  and  bafer  wrongj 

To  Adulation's  fubtle  fcribes  belong: 

They  oft,  their  prefent  idclj  to  exalt, 

Profanely  burft  the  confecrated  vault ; 

Steal  from  ^he  buried  Chief  bright  Ho- 
nour's plume, 

Or  flain  with  Slander's  gall^he  Statefman's 
tomb  ; 

Stay,  facrilegious  flaves  1  with  reverence 
tread 

O'er  the  bleft  afties  of  the  worthy  dead  ! 

See  1  where,  uninjur'd  by  the  chainel's 
damp. 

The  Veftal,  Virtue;  with  undying  lamp, 
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Fond  of  her  toil,  and  jealous  of  her  truft, 
Sits  the   keen  Guardian  of  their  facred 

duft, 
And  thus  indignant,  from  the  depth  of 

earth, 
Checks  your  vile  aim,  and  vindicates  their 

worth : 
"  Hence  ye  !  who  buried  excellence  be- 

"  lied, 
"  To  footh  the  fordid   fpleen  of  living 

"  Pride; 
"  Go!  gild  with  Adulation's  feeble  ray 
"  Th*  imperial  pageant  of  your  p;ifling 

"  day  ! 
♦'  Nor  hope  to  ftain,  on  bafe  Detraftion's 

«  fcroll, 
"  A  Tully's  morals,   or  a  Sidney's 

"  foul',"— 
Juft  Nature  will  abhor,  and  Virtue  fcom. 
That  Pen,tho'  eloquence  its  page  adorn, 
Wliich,  brib'd  by  Interefl,  or  from  vain 

pretence 
To    fubtler    Wit,    and    deep-difceming 

Senfe, 
Would  blot  the  praife  on  public  toils  be- 

flow'd, 
And  Patriot  paffions,  as  a  jefl,  exploder. 

The  charader  of  an  accompliih- 
ed  hi  dorian  is  drawn  with  great 
force  and  boldnefs. 

Far  other  views  the  liberal  Genius  fire, 
Whofe  toils  to  pure  Hiftoric  praife  afpire ; 
Nor  Moderation's  dupe,    nor   Fadion's 

brave. 
Nor  Guilt's  apologift,nor  Flattery's  flaye : 
Wife,  but  not  cunning;    temperate,  not 

cold ; 
Servant  of   Truth,  and  in  that   fervice 

bold; 
Free  from  all  biafs,  fave  that  jufl  controul 
By  which  mild  Nature  fways  the  manly 

fovil, 
And  Reafon's  philanthropic  fpirit  draws 
To  Virtue's  interefl,  and  Fieedom's  caufe  ; 
Thofe  great  ennoblers  of  the  human  name, 
Pure  fprings  of  power,  of  happinefs,  and 

fame  ( 

The  neceflity  of  chafing  a  fub- 
jeft  that  is  important  and  intereft- 
ing,  is  judicioufly  (hewn  from  the 
failure  of  KnoUes  ;  and  the  dan- 
ger of  dwelling  on  the  diilant  and 
minute  parts  of  a  fubje(5l  really 
intereiling,  is  pointed  out  in  the 


example  of  Milton.  But  the  worft 
dcfedl  in  an  hiftorian  our  author 
lays  down  to  be,  his  fupporting 
any  fyllera  of  tyranny.  With  his 
warm  and  animated  expoilulations 
on  this  fubjedt,  we  fhall  conclude 
our  extracts. 

Negleft  alone  repays  their  flight  offence, 
Whofe  wand'ring  wearies  our  bewilder'd 

fenfe : 
But  jufl  Abhorrence  brands  his  guilty 

name, 
Who  dares  to  vilify  his  Country's  fame  ; 
With  Slander's  rage  the  pen  of  Hiflory 

grafp, 
And  pour  from  thence  the  poifon  of  the 

Afp; 
The  murd'rous   falfehood,  ftifliing   Ho- 
nour's breath  ! 
The  flavifli  tenet,  Public  Virtue's  death ! 
With    all    that    undermines  a    Nation's 

health. 
And  robs  the  People    of  their    richeft 

wealth  ! 
Ye  tools  of  Tyranny  !  whofe  fervile  guile 
Would  thus  pollute  the  records  of  our  iflc. 
Behold  your    Leader  curfl  with  public 

hate. 
And  read  your  jufl  reward  in  Brady's 

fate! 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  David  Gar- 
rick,  E/q;  interfperfed  luith  Cha- 
raSers  and  Anecdotes  of  his  Thea^ 
triced  Contemporaries.  By  Tho- 
mas Davies.     2  Fol.  81/0. 

THE  life  of  Mr.  Garrick  is 
fo  intimately  connefted  with 
the  hiftory  of  the  ftage,  of  which 
he  was  the  unrivalled  ornament 
and  a  fuccefsful  manager  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  years,  that  his  bio- 
grapher has  judicioufly  chofen  to 
join  them  in  thefe  volumes.  The 
lovers  of  theatrical  anecdotes  will 
find  them  a  valuable  continuation 
of  the  Apology  of  Colley  Cibher,  and 
both  thofe  who  ad,  and  thoie  who 
go  to  fee  plays,  will  meet  with 
Q^/^  hint« 
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hints  for  improvement,  or  fubjefts 
for  comparifon. — The  author  ap- 
pears to  be  every  way  well  quali- 
fied for  the  taik  he  has  under- 
taken. A  long  acquaintance  with 
the  ftage,  as  he  himfelf  informs 
us,  and  an  earneil  inclination  to 
excel  in  the  profeffion  of  adling, 
to  which  he  was  for  many  years  at- 
tached, afforded  him  an  opportunity 
to  know  much  of  plays  and  theatri- 
cal hiftory.  To  this  account  of 
himfelf  we  muft  in  juiHce  add,  that 
the  many  proofs  of  candour  and 
good  fenfe,  which  he  has  given 
throughout  his  performance,  leave 
JIG  room  to  fufpefl,  that  he  has 
wilfully  mifreprefented  either  fads 
or  charafters. 

As  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  an  account  of  the  Life  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  which  we  do  not  find 
to  differ  materially  from  what  is  re- 
lated of  him  in  thefe  memoirs,  we 
ihall  fele£t,  for  their  entertainment, 
fuch  parts  of  the  work  before  us,  as 
relate  to  the  mofl:  celebrated  of  his 
cotemporaries.     ^ 

Of  Mr  Fleetwood,  the  patentee, 
and  the  revolt  of  the  comedians  of 
Drury-lane  in  1743,  he  gives  the 
following  account.    - 

**  Charles  Fleetwood,  Efq;  was 
a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
fpeaable  family,  poffefTed  of  a 
large  paternal  eftate.  His  perfon 
was  genteel,  and  his  manner  ele- 
gant. His  acquaintance,  in  the 
early  part  of  life,  with  certain 
perfons  of  rank  and  diftindtion, 
proved  fatal  to  him  ;  they  drew 
him  into  many  fafhionabie  irregu- 
larities and  excefles ;  they  gave 
him  an  unlucky  and  extravagant 
habit  for  play.  Amongft  thofe  who 
are  addidted  to  gaming,  there  are 
many  young  men  of  family  and 
fortune,  whp  are  imprudent  and 
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undefigning  ;  they  generally  fall  a 
prey  to  the  artful,  the  avaricious, 
and  fraudulent:  the  betrayed,  in 
their  turns,  become  the  betrayers  ; 
nor  from  this  cenfure  was  Mr, 
Fleetwood  exempted. 

With  the  remains  of  his  fortune 
he  was  perfuaded,  by  fome  of  his 
acquaintance,  to  purchafe  the 
greateft  part  of  Drury-lane  pa- 
tent. He  fortunately  bought  at  a 
time  when  the  proprietors,  by  a 
run  of  ill  fuccefs,  were  become 
weary  of  their  bargain,  and  wil- 
ling to  fell  cheap  what  they  had 
bought  at  a  high  price.  They 
had  weakly  fallen  out  with  the 
moil  efteemed  of  their  players,  on 
account  of  a  fmall  advance  in  fa- 
lary,  which  they  had  demanded  ; 
the  fum  in  difpute  did  not,  I  be- 
lieve, much  exceed  400I.  per  an- 
num. The  afters  revolted,  and 
opened  the  little  theatre  in  the 
Hay-market  with  fome  appearance 
of  fuccefs. 

Fleetwood  brought  back  the  fe- 
ceders,  and  united  the  two  com- 
panies of  Drury-lane  and  the 
Hay-market.  When  this  was  ac- 
complifhed,  he  tried  all  methods 
to  ftrengthen  his  troop,  by  gain- 
ing fome  adlors  of  merit  from  Co- 
vent -garden  theatre,  with  large 
and  unufual  offers.  Mr.  Quin 
was  perfuaded  to  leave  his  old 
matter  Rich,  under  whofe  thea- 
trical banners  he  had  fought 
twenty  years,  for  the  advantageous 
income  of  500I.  a  falary  till  then 
unknown  in  any  Englifh  theatre. 
This  was,  indeed,  to  him  an  an- 
nual increafe  of  200I.  but  it  muft 
be  confefTed  that  Quin  offered  to 
remain  in  his  old  flation  for  a  lef? 
fum  than  that  which  Fleetwood 
offered  to  give  him  ;  but  Rich  re- 
fufed  the  propofal,  and  declared 
^  that 
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that  no  aclor  was  worth  more  than 
300I.  per  annum. 

For  fome  years,  by  the  prudent 
advice  of  the  principal  players, 
more  efpecially,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Charles  Macklin,  who  was  the 
only  player  I  ever  heard  of,  that 
made  ading  a  fcience  ;  and  the 
unremitted  labours  of  this  adtor, 
Quin,  Clive,  Pritchard,  and  fome 
others,  the  theatre  at  Drury-lane 
was  in  a  ftate  of  confiderable  cre- 
dit, and  generally  filled  with  the 
choicert  company.  But  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  reilrain  fo  irregular  and 
expenfive  a  man  as  the  patentee 
within  the  bounds  of  prudence 
and  oeconomy.  After  he  had  hap- 
pily been  obliged  to  forfake  the 
pradice  of  high  play,  and  had 
deferted  Arthur's  *,  he  was  feized 
with  an  unaccountable  paffion  for 
low  diverHon,  and  took  a  (Irange 
delight  in  the  company  of  the 
meaneft  of  the  human  fpecies. 
This  man  of  genteel  addrefs  and 
polite  manners  conceived  a  pecu- 
liar fondnefs  for  the  profeflbrs  of 
ths  art  of  boxing ;  his  time  was 
divided  between  fturdy  athletics 
and  ridiculous  buffoons ;  between 
Broughton,  James,  and  Taylor, 
the  moft  eminent  of  our  boxers, 
and  the  tumblers  of  Sadler's-Wells ; 
the  heroic  combatants  of  Hockley 
in  the  Hole  and  the  Bear-Garden 
graced  the  patentee's  levee  almoft 
every  morning. 

Some  time  before  Mr.  Garrick's 
engagement  with  this  manager, 
he  had  brought  all  the  inmates  of 
Sadler's- Wells  upon  his  ftage,  and 
entertained  the  public  with  fights 
of  tall  monllers  and  contemptible 
rope-dancers.-^— 

The  theatre  was  farmed  to  one 


Pierfon,  his  treafurer,  who  had 
lent  large  fums  of  money  to  the 
manager.  This  fellow  confidered 
the  merits  of  the  belt  aftors  in  no 
other  view  than  as  they  contributed 
to  the  payment  of  his  loan  ;  the 
juft  and  legal  demands  of  the  a£tors 
were  treated  by  him  with  info« 
lence  and  contempt:  he  was  civil 
to  Mr.  Garrick,  indeed,  becaufe 
he  hoped,  by  his  afting,  to  get 
back  the  money  he  had  rifq^ued 
upon  the  patent. 

In  this  diftradted  ftate  of  Fleet- 
wood's management,  the  ill  treats 
ment  of  the  players  feemed  to  call 
aloud  for  redrefs.  Bailiffs  were 
often  in  pofTeffion  of  the  theatre; 
and  the  properties,  cloaths,  and 
other  flage  ornaments  of  the  co- 
medians, were  fometimes  feized 
upon  by  thefe  low  implements  of 
the  law.  Many  ridiculous  con- 
tells  and  foolifh  fquabbles  betweea 
the  adlors  and  thefe  licenfed  har- 
pies might  here  be  recorded  for 
the  reader's  amufement ;  I  Ihall 
content  myfelf  with  relating  one 
of  them.  The  hat  of  king  Rich- 
ard the  Third,  by  being  adorned 
with  jewels  of  palte,  feathers,  and 
other  ornaments,  feemed,  to  the 
fherifF's  officers,  a  prey  worthy  of 
their  feizure ;  but  honeft  Davy, 
Mr.  Garrirk's  Welch  fervant,  told 
them,  they  did  not  know  what 
they  were  about ;  *'  For,  look  you," 
faid  Davy,  *•  that  hat  belongs  to 
the  king."  The  fellows  imagin- 
ing that  what  was  meant  of  Rich- 
ard the  Third  was  fpoken  of  George 
the  fecond,  reftgn«4  their  prey, 
th9ugh  with  fome  reluilance. 

Repeated,  but  ineffedlual  ap- 
plications, were  made  to  the  pa- 
tentee, for  removal  of  grievances. 


*  Generally  called  White's  Chocolate-Houfe, 
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by  Garrick,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
and  others.  It  is  true,  he  djd  not 
treat  their  remonftrances  with 
fcaughtinefs  as  his  treafurer  did  ; 
he  lillened  to  their  addreffes  with 
great  calmnefs,  as  well  as  aiFabi- 
lity ;  he  owned  the  juflice  of  their 
reprefentations,  and  the  redtitude 
of  their  demands ;  he  was  moft 
heartily  forry,  he  protefled,  for 
what  was  palt,  and  promifed  very 
folemnly    to    reform    every    thing 

that  was  amifs. Fair  promifes 

frequently  made,  and  as  often 
broken,  will  tire  out  the  moft  pa- 
tient tempers ;  the  clamours  of 
the  adtors,  but  efpecially  thofe 
who  had  no  means  of  fubfiftence 
but  their  weekly  income,  were 
BOW  fo  loud  and  urgent,  that  it 
became  neceflary  to  look  abouc  in 
carneft  for  fome  means  of  fubftan- 
tial  redrefs. 

About  the  end  of  the  fummer 
1743,  the  aftors  found  leifure  to 
digeft  a  plan  for  removing  the 
grievances  under  which  they  h?i 
£0  long  patiently  fufFered.  About 
a  dozen  of  them,  the  chief  of 
whom  were  Garrick,  Macklin, 
Havard,  Berry,  Blakes,  Mrs. 
Pritchard  and  Mrs.  Clive,  with 
Mills,  and  his  wife,  entered  into 
an  affociation,  to  which  others 
were  invited.  A  formal  agree- 
ment was  figned,  by  which  they 
pbliged  themfelves  not  to  accede 
to  any  terms  which  might  be  pro- 
pofed  to  th^m  by  the  patentee, 
without  the  confent  of  all  the  fub- 
fcribers. 

The  players  were  in  hopes  that 
the  lord  chamberlain  would  be  in- 
duced to  grant  them  his  favour 
gnd  proteftion  ;  and,  in  imitation 
of  one  of  his  predecefTors,  the 
witty  and  benevolent  earl  of  Dor- 
^t,  who  refcued  Betterton^  Mrs. 


Barry,  and  other  aggrieved  aftors, 
from  the  tyranny  and  oppreffioa 
of  Chriltopher  Rich,  the  old  pa- 
tentee of  Drury-lane  playhoufe, 
grant  them  a  licence  or  patent 
for  acting  plays  at  the  Opera-houfe 
or  elfewliere.  They  drew  up  a 
petition,  in  which  they  dated  their 
grievances  very  exaftly,  and  fup- 
ported  their  claim  to  redrefs  from 
a  variety  of  fads  which  they  of- 
fered to  prove. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was 
then  chamberlain,  received  the 
petition  of  the  players  with  cold- 
ncfs ;  inftead  of  examining  into 
the  merits  of  their  complaints,  he 
defired  to  know  the  amount  of 
their  annual  ftipends.  He  was 
much  furprized  to  be  informed, 
that  a  man  could  gain,  merely  by 
playing,  the  yearly  falary  of  500I. 
His  grace  obferved,  that  a  near 
relation  of  his,  who  was  then  an 
inferior  officer  in  the  navy,  ex- 
pofed  his  life  in  behalf  of  his 
king  and  country  for  lefs  than 
half  that  fum.  All  attempts  to 
convince  the  duke  that  juftice  and 
right  were  on  the  fide  of  the  peti- 
tioners, were  to  no  purpofe. 

It  requires  but  little  art  of  rea- 
foning  to  confute  the  duke's  argu- 
ment: his  attempt  to  compare  a 
principal  aftor's  income  with  that 
of  a  fubaltern  officer,  was  very  ill 
founded  :  every  gentleman  that 
would  wilh  to  rife  in  the  fleet  or 
the  army,  is  obliged  to  go  through 
the  feveral  gradations  of  prefer- 
ment; but  the  midfhipman  and 
the  cadet  both  hope  to  rife  to  the 
higheft  office  which  they  can  pof- 
fibly  attain.  Befides,  genius  fteps 
beyond  the  tedious  formalities  of 
progreffive  fervice  and  limited 
pradice.  Hawke,  Howe,  and 
Keppel,    were  forced  to  ferve  in 
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tlie  navy  fome  time  before  they 
attained  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant; 
Garrick,  Clive,  and  Cibber,  from 
the  firft  trial  of  their  abilities, 
proved  themfelves  accompliftied 
comedians.—— 

Whilft  -the  players  were  bufy  in 
gaining  friends  to  their  caufe,  and 
to  promote  their  fuccefs  with  the 
lord  chamberlain,  the  patentee  was 
not  idle ;  he  endeavoured  to  raife 
recruits  amongft  all  the  itinerant 
adors  in  England.  Before  they 
proceeded  to  greater  hoitilities, 
each  party  ftrove  to  juftify  their 
caufe  by  appealing  to  the  public 
from  the  prefs.  Paul  Whitehead, 
it  is  faid,  drew  his  pen  for  the 
inanager;  and  William  Guthrie, 
the  hiftorian,  was  the  champion 
for  Mr.  Garrick  and  his  party. 

Towards  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, the  manager  was  determined 
to  open  his  theatre  ;  but,  on  muf- 
tering  his  forces,  he  found  him- 
felf  fo  weak,  that  he  could  fcarce 
adl  any  play  whatever.  Bat  upon 
being  joined  by  Mrs.  Bennet,  an 
ufeful  aftrefs,  whom  he  fufpeded 
to  be  gone  over  to  the  revolters, 
and  by  the  affittance  of  ferae  new- 
raifed  forces,  he  announced  in  his 
play-bills  the  Confcious  Lovers, 
for  September  the  20th,  the  ufual 
time  of  beginning  to  aft  plays  in 
the  metropolis. 

The  companion  of  the  public, 
the  efforts  of  friends,  and  motives 
of  curiofity,  concurred  to  bring 
together  a  pretty  full  audience; 
and  the  play,  though  but  tolera- 
J>ly  adted,  pafi'ed  with  applaufe. 
The  contelt  between  the  manager 
and  the  feceders  became  foon  very 
unequal.  The  latter  found  all 
^pphcations  for  a  new  patent  in- 
effectual. There  was  now  no  re- 
^Qedy  left>  but  to  a^ree  with  the 


manager  upon  the  beft  terms  that 
could  be  obtained.  The  matter 
ended,  as  it  might  have  been  fore- 
feen,  from  the  moment  the  cham- 
berlain turned  his  back  upon  the 
players,  iome  of  the  principal 
aSors,  and  fuch  as  were  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  to  the  condufting  of 
the  theatrical  machine,  were  ad- 
mitted to  favour  upon  reafonable 
terms,  and  were  allowed  the  fame 
annual  ftipends  which  they  enjoy- 
ed before  the  feceffion  ;  others  of 
lefs  confequence  were  abridged  of 
half  their  income."— 

Mr.  Lacy  fucceeded  Fleetwood 
as  manager  of  Drury-lane  ;  at  the 
fame  time  Rich,  the  inventor  of 
our  modern  pantomime,  govern- 
ed the  theatre  at  Covent-gardea, 
The  characters  of  thefe  two  lead- 
ers, and  the  important  event  of 
the  campaign  of  1747,  are  thus 
defcribed. 

"  John  Rich,  the  fon  of  Chrifla- 
pher  Rich,  formerly  patentee  of 
Drury-lane  theatre,  feems  to  have 
imbibed,  from  his  very  early 
years,  a  difiike  of  the  people  with, 
whom  he  was  deftined  to  live  and 
daily  converfe.  We  are  told,  that 
his  father  wiflied  rather  to  acquire 
wealth  by  French  dancers,  Italian 
fingers,  and  every  other  exotic  ex- 
hibition, than  by  the  united  fkill 
of  the  moll  accomplilhed  come- 
dians. The  fon  inherited  the  fame 
odd  tafte ;  for  being  left  by  his 
father  in  the  joint  poffeffion  of  the 
patent  with  his  brother  Chrifto- 
pher,  and  after  having  ineffefta- 
ally  tried  his  talent  for  afting  in 
the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  and 
•fome  other  important  charafter, 
he  applied  himfelf  to  the  Itudy  of 
pantomimical  reprefentation.  In 
this  he  was  happily  very  fortunate. 
He  formed  a  kind  of  harlequinade, 
unknovy;^ 
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unknown  to  this,  and,  I  believe, 
to  any  other  country,  which  he 
called  a  pantomime  :  it  confifled 
of  two  parts,  one  ferious  and  the 
Other  comic.  By  the  help  of  gay 
fcenes,  fine  habits,  grand  dances, 
appropriated  mufic,  and  other  de- 
corations, he  exhibited  a  ftory 
from  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  or 
fome  other  fabulous  writer :  be- 
tween the  paufes  or  afts  of  this 
ferious  reprefentation,  he  inter- 
wove a  comic  fable,  coniJtting 
chiefly  of  the  courtlhlp  of  Harle- 
quin and  Columbine,  with  a  va- 
riety of  furprifing  adventures  and 
fudden  transformations,  which 
were  produced  by  the  magic  wand 
of  Harlequin.  -— 

It  is  a  very  Angular  circum- 
flance,  that  of  all  the  pantomimes 
which  Rich  brought  on  the  ftage, 
from  the  Harlequin  Sorcerer,  in 
the  year  17 17?  to  the  laft  which 
was  exhibited  a  year  before  his 
death,  which  fell  out  in  1761, 
there  was  fcarce  one  which  failed 
to  pleafe  the  public,  who  teflified 
their  approbation  of  them  forty  or 
^fty  nights  fucceflively. 

Mr.  Lacy,  the  rival  of  Mr. 
Rich,  was  a  man  of  good  under- 
Handing,  uncultivated  by  educa- 
tion.— By  a  fucceffion  of  fchemes 
he  endeavoured  to  attain  affluence 
and  independence.  The  firft  dawn 
of  his  profperity  he  owed  to  his 
projedling  the  rotunda  of  Rane- 
lagh,  about  forty  years  fince, 
which  gained  him  the  fum  of 
4000I.  This  building  is  a  Hand- 
ing monument  of  his  tafte  and  in- 
genuity. His  being  appointed 
manager  for  the  bankers,  who 
purchafed  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
Fleetwood's  patent,  with  a  third 
of  his  own,  advanced  him  (till 
higher  to  public  notice  i  and  the 


misfortunes  of  thefe  men,  owing 
perhaps  to  an  utter  defertion  of 
theatrical  entertainments,  in  the 
year  of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in 
1745,  were  occafionally  the  mak- 
ing of  his  fortune  ;  for  having, 
during  the  time  he  was  a  mana- 
ger, frequently  attended  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  then  lord  chamber- 
lain, in  his  hunting  parties,  he  fo 
far  ingratiated  himfelf  in  his 
grace's  favour,  that  he  afterwards, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  old  pa- 
tent, obtained  on  very  reafonable 
terms  a  new  one,  the  half  of  which 
Mr.  Garrick  purchafed. 

Mr.  Lacy  was-  adivc  and  cnter- 
prifing.  He  brought  Barry  from 
Ireland ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fecured  Macklin,  Yates,  Berry, 
Beard,  Neale,  Tafwell,  Mrs.  Clive, 
Mrs.  Woffington,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
GifFard,  and  others.  He  appeared 
fo  formidable  to  Rich,  that,  by 
the  advice  of  his  counfellors,  he 
immediately  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Quin,  and 
Mrs.  Gibber.  Mrs.  Pritchard, 
MefTrs.  Woodward,  Chapman, 
Hippifley,  and  Mrs.  Green,  he 
had  already  bound  to  himfelf  by 
articles. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  more  diffi- 
cult to  fettle  the  covenants  of  a 
league  between  mighty  monarchs, 
than  to  adjuft  the  preliminaries  of 
a  treaty  in  which  the  high  and 
potent  princes  and  princeffes  of  a 
theatre  are  the  parties.  Mr.  Gar- 
rick and  Mr.  Quin  had  too  much 
fenfe  and  temper  to  fquabble  about 
trifles.  After  one  or  two  previous 
and  friendly  meetings,  they  fe- 
lefted  fuch  charafters  as  they  in- 
tended to  aft  without  being  oblig- 
ed to  join  in  the  fame  play.  Some 
parts  were  to  be  adted  by  them  al- 
ternately^ particularly  Richard  the 

Third 
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Third  and  Othello.  The  great 
difficulty  lay  in  chufing  fuch  plays 
as  they  might  both  appear  in  to 
advantage.  The  following  parts 
they  confented,  as  far  as  1  can 
recoiled,  to  aft  together:  Lotha- 
rio and  Horatio  in  the  Fair  Pe- 
nitent; in  Jane  Shore,  Hailings 
andGloiier;  in  Henry  the  Fourth, 
(firft  part)  Hotfpur  and  FalftafF; 
in  the  Diltreffed  Mother,  Oreftes, 
Garrick  ;  Pyrrhus,  Quin  ;  and,  I 
believe,  Brutus  and  Caflius  in  Ju- 
lius Csfar.  I  have  feen  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Caflius  accurately  deli- 
neated in  Mr.  Garrick's  own  hand- 
writing, which  he  had  extrafted 
from  Bayle ;  and  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that  he  had  given  his  confent 
to  aft  the  part,  but  that,  on  fe- 
rious  refleftion,  he  had  renounced 
his  intention,  as  the  weight  of  ap- 
plaufe,  in  the  much-admired  fcene 
between  thefe  great  men  in  the 
fourth  aft  of  the  play,  muft  have 
fallen  to  the  (hare  of  Brutus. 
There  was  another  reafon  for  re- 
jefting  Caflius,  which,  in  all  pro- 
bability, had  its  force  with  him  ; 
he  would  never  willingly  put  on 
the  Roman  habit. 

Mr.  Quin  foon  found,  that  his- 
competition  with  Mr.  Garrick, 
whofe  reputation  was  hourly  in- 
creafing,  whilft  his  own  was  on 
the  decline,  would  foon  become 
ineiFeftual,  His  Richard  the 
Third  could  fcarce  draw  together 
a  decent  appearance  of  company 
in  the  boxes ;  and  he  was,  with 
fome  difficulty,  tolerated  in  the 
part,  when  Garrick  afted  the  fame 
charafter  to  crowded  houfes,  and 
with  very  great  applaufe. 

The  town  had  often  wifhed  to 
fee  thefe  great  aftors  fairly  match- 
ed in  two  charafters  of  almoft 
e^ual  importance.     The  Fair  Pe- 


nitent prefented  ^n  opportunity  to 
difplay  their  feveral  merits;  though 
it  mull  be  owned,  that  the  ba- 
lance was  as  much  in  favour  of 
Quin,  as  the  "advocate  of  virtue  is 
fuperior  in  argument  to  the  de- 
fender of  libertinifm. 

The  Ihouts  of  applaufe,  when 
Horatio  and  Lothario  met  on  the 
ftage  together  in  the  fecond  aft, 
were  fo  loud,  and  fo  often  repeat- 
ed, before  the  audience  permitted 
them  to  fpeak,  that  the  comba- 
tants feemed  to  be  difconcerted. 
Jt  was  obferved  that  Quin  chang- 
ed colour,  and  Garrick  feemed  to 
be  embarrafTed  ;  and,  it  muft  be 
owned,  that  thefe  aftors  were  ne- 
ver lefs  mafliers  of  themfelves» 
than  on  the  iirft  night  of  the  con- 
teil:  for  pre-eminence.—— 

Notwithftanding  the  evident  dif- 
parity  arifing  from  one  aftor's 
pleading  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
virtue,  and  the  other  being  en- 
gaged on  the  fide  of  licentioufnefs 
and  profligacy,  Mr.  Quin  was,  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  befl:  judges, 
fairly  defeated  ;  by  fl:riving  to  do 
too  much,  he  mifled  the  mark  at 
which  he  aimed.  The  charafter 
of  Horatio  is  compounded  of  de- 
liberate courage,  warm  friendftip, 
and  cool  contempt  of  vice.  The 
laft  Quin  had  in  a  fuperior  de- 
gree, bur  could  not  rife  to  an  equal 
expreffion  of  the  other  two.  The 
ftrong  emphafis  which  he  flamped 
on  almoft  every  word  in  a  line, 
robbed  the  whole  of  that  cafe  and 
graceful  familiarity  which  fliould 
have  accompanied  the  elocution 
and  aftion  of  a  man  who  is  calmly 
chaflifing  a  vain  and  audacious 
boafter. 

When  Lothario  gave  Horatio 
the  challenge,,  Quin,  inftead  of 
accepting  it  inftantaneoufly,  with 

the 


238     ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1780. 


the  determined  and  unembarrafled 
brow  of  fuperior  bravery,  made  a 
long  paufe,  and  dragged  out  the 
words, 

"  I'll  meet  thee  there  !" 

in  Tuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
appear  abfoluiely  ludicrous.  He 
paufed  {0  long  before  he  fpoke, 
that  fomebody,  it  was  faid,  call- 
ed out  from  the  gallery,  "  Why 
don't  you  tell  the  gentleman 
whether    you    will    meet  him    or 

not?" 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Lying  Valet 
and  Lethe  induced  Mr.  Garrick  to 
try    his   fortune  once   more  as  a 
writer;    and   Mifs  in    her   Teens 
was   the   produce  of  his  mufe;    a 
farce,    in    which  -cowardice    and 
effeminacy    are    fo    happily   con- 
trafted,    and    ftrongly     ridiculed, 
that  it  will  for  a  long  time  main- 
tain   its  ground    in    the    theatre. 
This  petit-piece  was  afted  a  great 
•number  of  nights.     Mr.  Qoin  was 
called   upon    to   play  fome  of  his 
charafters    during    its  reprefenta- 
.  tion.     He   complied    at   firft,   but 
foon    after    repented:    he    furlily 
fwore  he  would   not  hold   up  the 
tail  of  any  farce.    "  Nor  (hall  he," 
faid   Mr.  Garrick,    when    he    was 
told    what    Quin    had    faid  ;     "I 
will  give  him  a  month's  holidays." 
He  picked  out  of  the  prompter's 
lift  of  plays  all   fuch  as  could  be 
afted  .without  Qnin,  and  were  not 
fuppofcd    to    have    any     internal 
ftrength  to  draw  company  of  them- 
felves.      To    thefe    Mifs    in     her 
Teens  was  tacked  every  night  for 
above   a   month,    or    five    weeks. 
Quin    would     fometimes,    during 
the  run  of  the  farce,  pay  avifit  to 
the   theatre;    but  on    being    told 
that  the   houfe  was  crowded,   he 


would  give   a    fignificant    growl, 
and  withdraw. — r— 

The  great  run  of  company  to 
Covent-garden  left  Drury-lane  in 
a  ftate  of  inferiority  and  defpon- 
dency. — Lacy  having  about  this 
time,  prevailed  on  the  duke  of 
Grafton  to  promife  a  renewal  of 
the  Drury-lane  patent,  he  wifely 
thought,  the  beft  way  to  fecure  fo 
valuable  an  acquifition  as  Mr. 
Garrick,  would  be  to  ofler  him 
the  moiety  of  it. 

The  tender  of  fo  confiderable 
and  valuable  a  thing  as  the  half 
of  a  patent,  was  by  no  means  un- 
pleafing  to  Mr.  Garrick  ;  he  con- 
fulted  his  friends,  who  all  advif- 
ed  him  to  jjurchafe  it  on  reafpna- 
ble  terms.  By  paying  the  mode- 
rate fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds, 
he  became  joint-patentee  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre  with  Mr.  Lacy.  This 
tranfaftion  was  finifhed  to  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  both  parties,  about 
the  end  of  March,  or  beginning 
of  April,  1747. 

Mr.  Rich,  though  he  was  viH- 
bly  acquiring  very  large  property 
by  fuch  a  conftant  fuccefTion  of 
good  houfes,  and  principally  by 
the  means  of  his  actors,  did  not 
feem  to  enjoy  or  underftand  the 
happinefs  of  his  fituation.  It  was 
imagined,  by  thofe  who  knew  his 
humour  befl,  that  he  would  have 
been  better  pleafed  to  fee  his  great 
comedians  fhew  away  to  empty 
benches,  that  he  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  mortify  their 
pride,  by  bringing  out  a  new 
pantomime,  and  drawing  the  town 
after  his  raree-fhow.  Often  would 
he  take  a  peep  at  the  houfe  through 
the  curtain,  and  as  often,  from 
difappointment  and  difgult,  ari- 
fmg  from  the  view  of  a  full  audi- 
ence. 
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ence,  break  out  into  the  follow- 
ing exprelfions,  **  What,  are  you 
there  !  Well,  much  good  may  it 
do  you." 

Though  he  might  have  eafily 
fixed  Mr.  Garrick  in  his  fervice, 
long  before  he  had  bargained  for 
a  (hare  of  Drury-Iane  patent,  he 
gave  himfelf  no  concern,  when 
he  was  told  of  a  matter  fo  fatal  to 
his  intereft;  he  rather  feemed  to 
confider  it  as  a  releafe  from  a  dif- 
agreeable  engagement,  and  con- 
foled  himfelf  with  mimicking  the 
great  aftor.  It  was  a  ridiculous 
fight  to  fee  the  old  man  upon  his 
knees,  repeating  Lear's  curfe  to 
his  daughter,  after  Garrick's  man- 
ner, as  he  termed  it;  while  fome 
of  the  players,  who  flood  round 
him,  gave  him  loud  applaufes; 
and  others,  though  they  were 
obliged  to  join  in  the  general  ap- 
probation, heartily  pitied  his  fol- 
ly, and  defpifed  his  ignorance. 

I  am  authorifed  to  affert,  that 
the  profits  arifing  from  plays  at 
Covent-garden  theatre,  from  Sep- 
tember 1746,  to  the  end  of  May, 
1747,  amounted  to  eight  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  And  let  no 
man  think  this  an  exorbitant  fum, 
which  was  earned  by  a  Garrick,  in 
conjunflion  with  many  excellent 
comedians,  when  it  can  be  prov- 
ed, that  in  one  year,  after  pay- 
ing all  expences,  eleven  thoufand 
pounds  were  the  produce  of  Mr. 
Maddock's  (the  ftraw-man's)  agi- 
lity, added  to  the  inferior  talents 
of  the  players,  at  the  fame  houfe, 
fome  few  years  afterwards." 

His  fliort  fketch  of  an  adlrefs  fo 
celebrated  for  beauty  of  counte- 
nance and  elegance  of  form,  as 
well  as  merit  in  her  profefiion,  as 
Mrs.  Woffington,  cannot  but  be 
acceptable  to  our  readers. 


**  Mrs.  Margaret  Woffington  was 
born  at  Dublin  in  17 18.  For  her 
education,  in  the  very  early  part 
of  life,  (he  was  indebted  to  Ma- 
dame Violante,  a  French  woman 
of  good  reputation,  and  famous 
for  feats  of  agility.  She  is  occa- 
fionally  mentioned  in  Swift's  De- 
fence of  Lord  Carteret.  From 
her  inftruftions  little  Woffington 
learned  that  eafy  action  and  grace- 
ful deportment,  which  fhe  after- 
wards endeavoured,  with  unre- 
mitting application,  to  improve. 
When  the  Beggar's  Opera  was 
firft  afted  at  Dublin,  it  was  fo 
much  applauded  and  admired, 
that  all  ranks  of  people  flocked  to 
fee  it.  A  company  of  children, 
under  the  title  of  Lilliputians, 
were  encouraged  to  reprefent  this 
favourite  piece  at  the  Theatre 
Royal ;  and  Mifs  Woffington, 
then  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  age, 
made  a  very  diftinguiflied  figure 
amongft  thefe  pigmy  comedians. 

She  appeared,  for  the  firft  time 
in  London,  at  the  theatre  in  Co- 
vent-garden, in  1738.  Her  choice 
of  charafter  excited  the  curiofity 
of  the  public :  Sir  Harry  Wild- 
air,  afted  by  a  woman,  was  a 
novelty :  this  gay,  diffipated, 
good-humoured  rake,  ihe  repre- 
lented  with  fo  much  eafe,  ele- 
gance, and  propriety  of  deport- 
ment, that  no  male  a£lor  has 
fince  equalled  her  in  that  part : 
(he  acquitted  herfelf  fo  much  to 
the  general  fatisfadion,  that  ic 
became  falhionable  to  fee  Mrs. 
Woffington  perfonate  Sir  Harry 
Wildair.  The  managers  foon 
found  it  to  be  their  intereft  to  an- 
nounce her  frequently  for  "that 
favourite  charafter ;  it  proved 
a  conftant  charm  to  fill  their 
houfes. 

In 
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In  Dublin  Ihe  tried  her  powers 
of  ading  a  tragedy  rake,  for  Lo- 
thario is  certainly  of  that  call ; 
but  whether  (he  was  as  greatly  ac- 
complifhed  in  the  manly  tread  of 
the  bufkin'd  libertine,  as  flie  was 
in  the  genteel  walk  of  the  gay 
gentleman  in  comedy,  I  know 
not ;  but  it  is  certain  that  ihe  did 
not  meet  with  the  fame  approba- 
tion in  the  part  of  Lothario,  as  in 
that  of  Wildair. 

Her  chief  merit  in  afting,  I 
think,  confided  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  females  in  high-rank,  and 
of  dignified  elegance,  whofe  graces 
in  deportment,  as  well  as  foibles, 
Jhe  underftood,  and  difplayed  in  a 
very  lively  and  plcafing  manner. 
The  fafliionable  irregularities  and 
fprightly  coquetry  of  a  Millamant, 
a  Lady  Townly,  Lady  Betty  Mo- 
s,  difti,  and  Maria  in  the  Non- 
Juror,  were  exhibited  by  Woffing- 
ton  with  that  happy  eafe  and 
gaiety,  and  with  fuch  powerful 
attraftion,  that  the  excefles  of 
thefe  charaders  appeared  not  only 
pardonable,  but  agreeable. 

But  this  aftrefs  did  not  confine 
herfelf  to  parts  of  fuperior  ele- 
gance ;  fhe  loved  to  wanton  with 
ignorance  when  combined  with 
abfurdity,  and  to  play  with  petu- 
lance and  folly,  with  peevilhnefs 
and  vulgarity  :  thofe  who  remem- 
ber her  Lady  Pliant  in  Congreve's 
Double  Dealer,  will  recoiled  with 
great  pleafure  her  whimfical  dif- 
covery  of  paflion,  and  her  auk- 
wardly  affumed  prudery :  in  Mrs; 
Day,  in  the  Committee,  fhe  made 
no  fcruple  to  difguife  her  beautiful 
countenance,  by  drawing  on  it 
the  lines  of  deformity,  and  the 
wrinkles  of  old  age  ;  and  to  put 
on    the   tawdry    habiliments   and 


vulgar  manners  of  an  old  hypo- 
critical city  vixen. 

As,  in  her  profeflion,  (he  aimed 
at  attaining  general  excellence, 
Ihe  ftudied  feveral  parts  of  the 
mod  pathetic,  as  well  as  lofty 
clafs  in  tragedy  ;  and  was  refolved 
to  perfed  herfelf  in  the  grace  and 
grandeur  of  the  French  theatre. 
With  this  view  fhe  vificed  Paris  ; 
here  fhe  was  introduced  to  Ma- 
demoifelle  Dumefnil,  an  adrefs 
celebrated  for  natural  elocution 
and  dignified  adion.  Colley 
Gibber,  at  the  age  of  feventy, 
profefTed  himfelf  Mrs.  Woffrtig- 
ton's  humble  admirer  ;  he  thought 
himfelf  happy  to  be  her  Cicifbeo 
and  inflrudor ;  his  great  delight 
was  to  play  Nykin,  or  Fondle- 
wife  in  the  Old  Batchelor,  to  her 
Cocky,  or  Letitia,  in  the  fame 
play. 

On  her  return  from  Paris,  fhe 
aded  with  approbation  fome  parts 
in  tragedy,  particularly  Andro- 
mache and  Hermione  in  the  Dif- 
trefTed  Mother,  which,  to  fhew 
her  proficiency,  fhe  played  alter- 
nately ;  but  (he  never  could  attain 
to  that  happy  art  of  fpeaking, 
nor  reach  that  fkill  of  touching 
the  pafTions,  fo  juftly  admired  in 
Cibber  and  Pritchard.  Old  Col- 
ley, her  mailer,  was  himfelf  a 
mean  ador  in  tragedy,  though  he 
was  extremely  fond  of  the  bufkin  ; 
he  taught  her  to  recite  fo  pom- 
poufly,  that  nature  and  pafiion 
were  not  feldom  facrificed  to  a 
falfe  glare  of  eloquence.  The 
teacher  infilled  upon  a  particular 
tone,  as  he  called  it,  in  the  de- 
clamation of  his  pupils. 

Mr.  Garrick's  acquaintance  with 
Mrs.  Woffington  commenced,  I 
believe,  in  Ireland,  when  he  firfl 
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vifited  that  kingdom,  in  1742  } 
fhe  a<^ed  Cordelia  and  Ophelia  to 
his  Lear  and  Hamlet.  When  he 
commenced  patentee,  in  1747, 
he  found  her  one  of  the  articled 
comedians  of  Mr.  Lacy  ;  but,  as 
he  brought  with  hira  from  Covent- 
garden  Mrs.  Gibber  and  Mrs. 
Pritchard,  (he  thought  her  conti- 
nuing at  Drury-lane  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  difagreeable 
contentions  for  characters.  Be- 
fore that  time,  Clive  and  Wof- 
fington  had  clafhed  on  various 
occafions,  which  brought  forth 
fquabbles,  diverting  enough  to 
their  feveral  partizans  amongft  the 
adors.  WofRngton  was  well- 
bred,  feemingiy  difpafiionate,  and 
at  all  times  miflrefs  of  herfelf. 
Clivc  was  frank,  open,  and  im- 
petuous ;  what  came  oppermoft  in 
her  mind,  fhe  fpoke  without  re- 
ferve :  the  other  blunted  the  (harp 
fpeeches  of  Clive  by  her  appa- 
rently civil,  but  keen  and  farcaf- 
tic  replies;  thus  fhe  often  threw 
Clive  off  her  guard  by  an  arch  fe- 
verity,  which  the  warmth  of  the 
other  could  not  eafily  parry. 

No  two  women  of  high  rahk 
ever  hated  one  another  more  un- 
refervedly  than  thefe  great  dames 
of  the  theatre.  But  though  the 
pafiions  of  each  were  as  lofty  as 
thofe  of  a  firlt  dutchefs,  yet  they 
wanted  the  courtly  art  of  conceal- 
ing them ;  and  this  occafioned 
now  and  then  a  very  grotefque 
fcene  in  the  Green  foom. 

Mrs.  Wofiington,  after  afting  a 
few  years  with  Mr.  Rich,  engag- 
ed herfelf,  in  17151,  to  Mr.  She- 
ridan, tne  manager  of  the  Dublin 
theatre.  Here  ihe  continued  three 
years,  and  was  the  admiration  of 
,the  public  in  a  variety  of  parts, 
tragic  and  comic.     Her  company 
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was  fought  after  by  men  of  the 
firfl  rank  and  diftin£lion  ;  perfons 
of  the  grnvell  charafter,  and  moft 
eminent  for  learning,  were  proud 
of  her  acquaintance,  and  charmed 
with  her  converfation.  She  was, 
I  think,  chofen  prefident  of  a  fe- 
left  fociety  of  beaux  efprits,  call- 
ed the  Beefsteak  Club,  and  was 
the  only  woman  in  the  company. 

She  frankly  declared,  that  fhe 
preferred  the  company  of  men  to 
that  of  women :  the  latter,  fhe 
faid,  talked  of  nothing  but  filks 
and  fcandal.  Whether  this  parti- 
cular preference  of  the  converfa- 
tion of  males  might  not  take  its 
rife  from  her  not  being  admitted 
to  vifit  certain  ladies  of  quality,  I 
will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  ;  but 
fhe  certainly  had  not  that  free  ac- 
cefs  to  women  of  rank  and  virtue 
which  was  permitted  to  Old  field 
and  Cibber. 

Mrs.  WofEngton  was  m'.ftrefs  of 
a  good  underftanding,  which  was 
much  improved  by  company  and 
books.  She  had  a  moll:  attraftive 
fprightliHefs  in  her  manner,  and 
dearly  loved  to  purfue  the  baga- 
telle of  vivacity  and  humour:  fhe 
was  afTable,  good-natored,  and 
charitable.  When  fhe  returned 
to  London,  in  1756,  fhe  once 
more  engaged  herfelf  to  M  r.  Rich  ; 
and  died,  about  a  yea.--  before  his* 
death,  of  a  gradual  decay." 

Mr.  Mallcch  or  Mallet,  the  au- 
thor of  Elvira,  and  Icveial  other 
dramatic  compofitions,  makes  too 
confpicuous  a  figure  in  thefe  me- 
moirs to  be  omitted. 

••  This  author,  fays  Mr.  Davies, 
was,  when  very  yoyng,  janitor  of 
the  High  School  of  Edinburgh. 
His  real  name  was  Macgregor,  a 
member  of  a  Scotch  clan,  which 
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had  rendered  themfelves  fo  noto- 
rious, as  well  as  obnoxious  to  the 
Itws,  for  ads  of  violence  and  rob- 
bery, that  they  were  obliged,  by 
an  aft  of  parliament,  to  change 
the  name  of  M-iCgregor  for  ano- 
ther. Our  author  chofe  that  of 
Malloch  ;  but  after  having  ufed  it 
fome  time,  and  figned  it  to  a  de- 
dication, he  thought  it  founded  fo 
impolitely  and  was  fo  unharmo- 
nious,  that  he  afterwards  (bftened 
it  into  Mallet.  The  firll  pro- 
duftion  of  his  mufe,  and  when  he 
was  v^ry  young,  was  a  fweet  and 
plaintive  ballad  called  William  and 
Margaret.  Captain  Thompfon, 
the  editor  of  Andrew  Marvell's 
works,  declares  that  he  found  this 
poetical  nofegay  among  many  other 
produfcions  of  the  fame  author  in 
a  folio  MS.  of  his  works,  and 
with  feveral  poems  publifhed  by 
Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Spefcator. 

The  Englifti  poetry,  in  Mar- 
vell's time,  was  certainly  not  ar- 
rived  at  that  elegance  and  har- 
mony fo  vifible  in  the  fong  of 
William  and  Margaret,  and  the 
hymns  and  verfions  of  pfalms  in 
the  SpeQator;  which  latter  bear 
evident  marks  of  their  being  Mr. 
Addifon's  own  compofition.  Nor 
can  I  prefume  to  rob  Mr.  Mallet 
of  the  merit  of  writing  William 
and  Margaret,  on  fo  flender  a 
proof  as  that  of  its  being  found 
in  a  volume  of  manufcript  poems 
attributed  to  Mr.  Marvell,  '  a 
name  which  deferves  to  be  revered 
by  every  fincere  lover  of  his  coun- 
try. Mr.  Mallet  having  diftin- 
guiftied  himfelf  as  a  man  of  learn- 
ing and  capacity,  was  appointed 
private  tutor  to  his  grace  the 
Duke  of  Montiofe,  and  his  bro- 
ther. Lord  George  Graham.  Soon 
after,  he   went  abroad  with  Mr. 


Craggs ;  and  after  he  returned  to 
.  England,  he  wrote  his  tragedy  of 
Eurydice,  which  was  aded  at  the 
theatre  in  Drury-lane  in  1731. 
Aaron  Hill  wrote  the  prologue  and 
epilogue,  and  was  enthufiaftically 
warm  in  his  praifes  of  the  play, 
though  he  found  great  fault  with 
the  afting  of  it.  Eurydice  is  not 
written  to  the  heart ;  the  language 
is  not  original  in  many  places, 
but  borrowed  from  other  plays ; 
nor  are  the  fituations  in  which  the 
characters  are  placed  interefting, 
any  more  than  the  characters 
themfelves  are  juftly  or  power- 
fully drawn  ;  Periander  and  Ero- 
des are  T«amerlane  and  Bajazet, 
only  in  diffimilar  fituations  of  for- 
tune. 

We  have  in  this  play  rage  with- 
out producing  terror,  and  grief 
that  caufes  no  commiferation. 
Eurydice  was  confiderably  altered 
and  revived  almoft  thirty  years  af- 
ter its  firlt  reprefentation.  The 
principal  characters  were  perfonat- 
ed  by  Mr.  Garrick  and  Mrs. 
Gibber,  but  to  no  effeCt.  The 
paffions  of  Jove  and  jealoufy  are, 
of  all  others,  the  moft  capable  of 
affecting  the  minds  of  the  fpeCla- 
tors;  but  all  the  rage  of  a  Gar- 
rick, and  pathos  of  a  Gibber, 
could  not  extort  a  tear  from  the 
audience.  But  the  author  would 
-  not  take  the  blame  upon  himfelf; 
he  fat  in  the  orcheftra,  and  be- 
ftowed  his  execrations  plentifully 
upon  the  players,  to  whom  he 
attributed  the  cold  reception  of 
his  tragedy. 

Soon  after  the  firft  aCting  of 
Eurydice  he  publiftied  his  poem 
of  Verbal  Griticifm  ;  a  trite  fa- 
tire  on  :  pedants  and  pedantry, 
compofed  of  fuch  common-place 
raillery  as  that  with  which  fmall 
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wits  ufually  attack  great  and  emi- 
nent fcholars.  Bentley's  Paradifc 
Loft  was  indeed  a  fair  mark  for 
cenfure ;  and  we  mull,  I  am 
afraid,  reckon  it  amongft  the  do- 
tages of  that  learned  man,  who 
publifhed  his  edition  of  Milton  in 
a  very  advanced  age.  But  Mal- 
let's attack  upon  Theobald  was 
equally  ignorant  and  illiberal ; 
for  the  Shakfpeare  Reftored  of  this 
writer  laid  the  foundation  of  juft 
criticifm  upon  our  great  poet. 
However,  the  poem  was  written 
with  a  defign  to  ingratiate  the 
author  with  Mr.  Pope,  who  foon 
after  introduced  him  to  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke. 

Thomfon  and  Mallet  were  re- 
comm-nded  to  the  patronage  of 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
appointed  them  both  his  fecreca- 
ries.  The  politicks  of  St.  James's 
and  of  Leicefter  Houfe  being  very 
oppofite,  thefe  writers  were  em- 
ployed by  the  friends  of  the  prince 
to  juftify  his  conduft,  and  vindi- 
cate his  caufe,  by  attacking  the 
adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole. 

The  two  poets  did  not  pretend 
to  underftand  political  argument, 
but  were  fuppofed  capable  of  in- 
terefting  the  public  in  favour  of 
their  matter's  caufe  by  the  art  of 
working  up  a  fable  in  a  tragedy, 
and  in  the  drawing  charafters, 
and  giving  them  fuch  language, 
as  an  audience  could  not  fail  pro- 
perly to  apply.  Thomfon,  under 
the  aufpices  of  his  great  patron, 
brought  his  Agamemnon  on 
Drury-lane  ftage.  I  remember 
the  following  fpeech  of  the  prin- 
cipal'charafter  in  the  play,  which 
was  fpoken  to  iEgifthus,  was 
greatly  applauded : 


But  the  moft  fruitful  fource 
Of  every  evil— O  !  that  I  in  thunder 
Could   found  it  o'er  the  lift'ning  world 

to  kings. 
Is  delegating  po-wer  to  wicked  bands, 

Agamemnon,  though  well  adl-  v. 
ed,  for  Mrs.  Porter  in  advanced 
agg  and  lame  was  prevailed  on  to 
perform  Clytemnellra,  was  not 
written  agreeably  to  the  tafte  of 
the  critics,  who  very  juftly  ob-' 
ferved,  that  he  had  not  entirely 
preferved  ancient  manners  and 
charafters;  Clytemneftra  did  not 
refemble  the  portrait  drawn  of  her 
by  ^fchylus,  which  is  more  con- 
fiftent  and  agreeable  to  hiliory. 
The  difpleafute  of  the  audience 
ftiown  to  certain  fcenes  produced 
a  whimfical  efFeft  upon  the  au- 
thor ;  he  had  promifed  to  meet 
fome  friends  at  a  tavern_  as  foon 
as  the  play  was  ended,  but  he  was 
obliged  to  defer  his  attending 
them  to  a  very  late  hour.  Whem 
he  came,  they  afked  him  the  reafon 
ofhisftay;  he  told  them,  that  the 
criticks  had  fweated  him'  fo  terri- 
bly, by  their  fevere  treatment  of 
certain  parts  of  his  tragedy,  that 
the  perfpiration  was  Co  violent,  as 
to  render  his  wig  unfit  to  wear; 
and  that  he  had  fpent  a  great  deal 
of  time  amongft  the  peruke-mak- 
ers in  procuring  a  proper  cover 
for  his  head. 

Though  Thomfon's  Edward  and 
Eleonora  was  excluded  the  ftage, 
becaufe  the  licenfer  faw,  as  he 
imagined,  a  formidable  attack 
upon  the  miniiler/'  Mallet's  Muf- 
tapha,  which  was  /aid  to  glance 
at  the  king  and  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  in  the  charafters  of  Soly- 
man  the  Magnificent  and  Ruftan 
his  vifiel-,  was  afted  with  grcac 
applaufe. 
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On  the  firft  night  of  its  exhibi- 
tion were  aflembled  all  the  chiefs 
in  oppofition  to  the  court ;  and 
many  fpeeches  were  applied  by  the 
audience  to  the  fuppofed  grievan- 
ces of  the  times,  and  to  perfons 
and  characters.  The  play  was  in 
general  well  aded  ;  more  particu- 
larly the  parts  of  Solyman  and 
Muftapha,  by  Quin  and  Mil- 
ward.  Mr.  Pope  was  prefent,  in 
the  boxes ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
play  went  behind  the  fcenes,  a 
place  which  he  had  not  vifited  for 
ibme  years.  He  exprefled  bim- 
felf  to  be  well  pleafed  with  bis  en- 
tertainment ;  and  particularly  ad- 
dreiled  himfelf  to  Quin,  who  was 
greatly  flattered  with  the  diftinc- 
tion  paid  hin»  by  fo  great  a  man  ; 
and  when  Pope's  fervant  brought 
bis  mafter's  fcarlet  cloke,  Quin 
infilled  upon  the  honour  of  put- 
ting it  on  him. 

Thomfon  and  Mallet  were  foon 
after  commanded  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  tb  write  the  mafque  of 
Alfred,  to  celebrate  the  birth- 
day of  Lady  Augufta,  his  eldeft 
daughter,  which  was  twice  a<^ed, 
in  the  gardens  of  Clifden,  by 
Quin,  Milward,  Mrs.  Clive,  Mrs. 
Horton,  and  other  players.  The 
accommodations  for  the  company, 
I  was  told,  were  but  fcanty,  and 
ill  managed ;  and  the  players 
were  not  treated  as  perfons  ought 
to  be  who  are  employed  by  a 
prince.  Quin,  I  believe,  was  ad- 
mitted among  thofe  of  the  higher 
order ;  and  Mjr^.  Cl'ive  might  be 
fafely  trufted  to  take  care  of  her- 
felf  any  where. 

Mr.  Mallet's  reputation  was 
now  fo  highly  advanced,  that  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough  left 
1000  1.  by  legacy  to  him  and  Mr. 
Glover,  as  a  reward  for  writing 


the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough. The  latter  declining  the 
ta&,  the  whole  fura  became  the 
property  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Mallet,  after  the  death  of 
his  friend  Thomfon,  which  hap- 
pened in  1748,  refumed  the  ftory 
of  Alfred,  on  which  they  had 
written  in  conjunftion.  He  ob- 
ferved  that  in  the  Brit  (ketch,  Al- 
fred was  but  the  fecond  charader 
in  his  own  piece;  and  this,  I 
imagine,  was  owing  to  the  influ- 
ence of  Quin,  whofe  manner  of 
fpeakijjg  and  figure  were  better 
adapted  to  the  part  of  the  hermit 
than  Alfred.  He  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  make  great  alterations, 
more  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  principal  part,  and  more  fuit- 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick's  powers,  who 
undertook  to  aft  it.  Abundance 
of  fongs,  and  fome  odes,  were 
added,  and  many  new  incidents 
and  charafters  ;  fo  that  little  of 
the  old  mafque  remained.  In  de- 
corations of  magnificent  triumphal 
arches,  dances  of  furies,  various 
harmony  of  mufick  and  incanta- 
tions, fine  fcenes  and  dreffes,  this 
mafque  exceeded  every  thing 
which  had  before  made  its  ap- 
pearance on  the  Englilh  ftage. 

Mr.  Mallet,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1748,  was  employed  by  his 
patron,  Bolingbroke,  in  a  bufi- 
nefs  which,  if  he  had  any  feeling, 
muft  have  been  very  difagreeable 
to  him,  the  writing  the  preface  to  J 
an  edition  of  the  Patriot  King,  in  J 
which  he  was  obliged  to  cenfurt 
the  conduft  of  his  friend  Mr, 
Pope.  This  great  man  had  been 
cntrufted  with  feveral  printed  co- 
pies of  the  book,  and  enjoined  to 
communicate  the  knowledge  of  it 
to  a  few  feleft  perfons  only;  but 
he  had,  unknown  to  the  author, 
printed 
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printed  an  edition  priyately  of  1500 
copies. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  died  in  De- 
cember 175  I,  and  left  all  his  writ- 
ings, publiftied  and  unpubiiflied, 
to  Mr.  Mallet ;  but  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  political  works  printed  in 
his  life-time,  he  exprefled  him- 
fclf  cautioufly,  as  if  he  forefaw 
that  fomebody  would  lay  claim  to 
them  ;  and  therefore  he  left  them 
to  his  legatee,  as  far  as  he  lawfully 
could. 

When  Mallet  had  prepared 
Lord  Bolingbroke's  works  for  the 
prefs,  he  was  fuprifed  with  a 
claim  of  Mr.  Richard  Francklin, 
the  printer,  who  had,  in  1726, 
j>ublifhed  Lord  Bolingbroke's  Po- 
iitical  Trafts ;  and  in  1735-6  re- 
tailed in  the  Craftfman  his  Re- 
marks upon  the  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land, and  his  DifTertation  on  Par* 
ties ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  con- 
fen  t,  or  at  leaft  connivance,  of  the 
author,  printed  them  in  feparate 
volnmes.  He  and  Mr.  Mallet 
were  advifed,  by  Mr.  Garrick 
and  other  friends,  to  leave  the 
matter  in  difpute  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  two  perfons  who  were  fup- 
pofed  by  them  to  be  competent 
judges  of  the  quedion.  Mallet 
named  Mr.  Garrick's  friend,  Mr. 
Draper,  a  partner  of  Jacob  Ton- 
fon  ;  and  Francklin  chofe  Mr. 
Thomas  Wotton,  an  eminent 
bookfeller,  who  had  retired  from 
bufinefs.  A  writing  was  drawn, 
wherein  the  queftion  was  ftated, 
and  a  power  given  to  the  umpires 
to  decide  upon  it,  iigned  by  the 
parties. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the 
arbitrators  gave  their  decree  in 
writing,  as  follows  :  That  Mr. 
Mallet  fhould  pay  Mr.  Francklin 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 


for  leave  to  print  the  political 
works  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which 
had  been  publifhed  in  his  lord- 
fliip's  life-time,  in  a  complete 
colle£lion  of  the  faid  nobleman's 
writings,  and  in  any  form  which 
he  thought  proper,  and  as  often 
as  he  pleafed  ;  with  this  provifo, 
that  Mr.  Francklin  fiiould  be  at 
liberty  to  print  the  books  iri 
queftion  in  feparate  volumes,  at 
ufual. 

Mr.  Mallet  did  by  no  means 
approve  the  decifion  ;  and  Franck* 
lin,  by  trulting  to  his  honour,  in 
not  having  infifted  upon  bonds  of 
arbitration,  was  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  award. 

The  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
for  leave  to  print  two  or  three  old 
volumes,  will  doubtlefs  appear  at 
prefent  loo  large  a  gratification  ; 
but,  at  that  time,  the  right  of 
copy  was  efteemed  a  valuable  per- 
petuity ;  and  we  cannot  now  con- 
demn two  very  intelligent  and 
honeft  men  for  a  decifion  in  fa- 
vour of  that  property  which  was 
fo  differently  rated  above  fix  and 
twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Mallet's 
conduft  will  not  bear  jofli^cation. 
But  though  wc  cannot  defend  his 
behaviour,  we  may  perhaps  al- 
ledge  fomething  by  way  of  eH- 
cufe.  Mr.  Mallet  and  his  lady 
appeared  to  all  the  world  to  be  the 
happieft  couple  in  it,  and  1  de- 
fire  to  have  no  doubt  that  they 
really  were  what  they  wifhed  the 
world  fhould  think  thes).  How- 
ever, Mrs.  Mallet,  to  her  excef. 
five  love,  joined  the  moft  con- 
fummate  prudence.  Every  (hil- 
ling of  her  fortune,  which  amount- 
ed to  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
pounds,  fhe  fettled  upon  hcrfelf ; 
but  then  fhe  took  all  imaginable 
care   that  Mr.  Mallet  fhouJd  ap- 
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pear  like  a  gentleman  of  diflinc- 
tion,  and,  from  her  great  kindnefs, 
ihe  always  purchafed  every  thing 
that  he  woie  ;  hat,  Itockings,  coat, 
waiitcoat,  &c.  were  all  of  her  own 
choice,  as  well  as  at  her  own  coft; 
and  fucn  was  the  warmth  of  her 
fondnefs,  that  flie  took  care  all 
the  world  fhould  know  the  pains 
fhe  heftowed  on  her  hulband's 
drefs*.        ,  , 

Mallet  dreamt  of  getting  golden 
mountains  by  Bolingbroke's  lega- 
cy ;  he  was  fo  fanguine  in  his  ex- 
pedlations,  that  he  rejedled  the 
oiFer  of  three  thoufand  pounds, 
tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Millar 
the  bookfeller,  for  the  copy-right 
of  that  nobleman's  works^ ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  fo  diftrefTed  for 
cafh,  that  he  was  forced  to  borrow 
money  of  the  fame  Mr.  Millar,  to 
pay  his  flationer  and  printer. 
-  Mallet  heartily  repented  his  re- 
fufal  of  the  Bookfeller's  offer,  for 
the  firft  in-preffion  of  his  edition  of 
Bolingbroke's  works  was  not  fold 
oiF  in  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Mallet's  mafque  of  Britan- 
nia was  acted  in  1755.  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  fpoke  a  humourous  epilogue 
to  it  in  the  charadler  of  a  drunken 
failor,  part  of  which  hq  compofed 
himfelf.  Britannia  was  reprefent- 
ed  by  Mrs,  JefFerfon,  the  moft 
ccmpltrte  figure  in  beauty  of  coun- 
ter ance  and  fymmetry  of  form  I 
ever  beheld.  This  good  woman 
(for  Ih^  was  as  virtuous  as  fair) 
was  fo  unafFedcdand  fimple  in  her 
behaviour,  that  (he:  knew  not  her 
power  of  charming.  Her  beauti- 
ful figure  and  majeftick  flep  in  the 
charaaer  of  Anna  Sullen,  drew 
the  admiration  of  all  who  faw  her. 
She  was  very  tall;   and,  .had  ihe 


been  happy  in  abilities  to  aft  cha- 
raflers  of  confequence^  fhe  would  ' 
have  been  an  excellent  partner  in 
tragedy  for  Mr.  Barry.  In  the  vi- 
cilTuudes  of  itinerant  adting,  fhe 
had  been  often  reduced,  from  the 
fmall  number  of  players  in  the 
company  fhe  belonged  to,  to  dif- 
guife  her  lovely  form,  and  to  afTume 
parts  very  unfuitable  to  fo  dehcate 
a  creature. 

When  fhe  was  afked  what  cha- 
rafters  fhe  excelled  in  moft,  fhe  in- 
nocently replied.  Old  men  in  comedy, 
meaning  fuch  parts  as  Fondlewife 
in  the  Old  Bachelor,  and  Sir  Jea- 
lous Traffick  in  the  Bufy  Body. 
She  died  fuddenly  at  Plymouth,  as 
fhe  was  looking  at  a  dance  that 
was  praftifing  for  the  night's  re- 
prefentation. 

Mr.  Mallet  obtained  a  penfion 
from  the  miniftry  in  1757,  and 
was  employed  to  write  a  vindica- 
tion of  their  meafures,  and  morft  , 
particularly  refpefting  their  fend-t 
ing  a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean, - 
under  Byng  ;  this  he  efFefled  in 
a  letter,  written,  as  it  is  faid  in 
the  title,  by  a  plain  man,  which 
was  publifhed  in  a  large  fheet  of 
paper ;  the  minifters  were  foon 
after  changed  :  however,  his  old 
friends  had  the  intcrelt  to  procure 
him  a  'very  conliderable  place  in 
the  cuiloms,  which  he  enjoyed  till 
his  death.  ■ 

Till  the  year  1763,  we  hear 
nothing  of  Mallet,  except  a  dedi- 
jcation  of  his  poems  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  which 
he  proihifes  himfelf  fpepdily  the 
honour  of  dedicating  to  him  the 
life  of  his  great  relation.  In  the 
preface  to  his  Alfred,  publifhed 
with  his  other  works  in  1759,  he 


*  Ml-.  Mallet'siavourite  drefs  waa  a.  fuit  of  black  velvet» 
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bad  there  fuppreffed  what  he  had 
faid  in  a  former  advertifement  to 
that  mafque,  publilhed  in  1751, 
that  it  was  written  to  amufe  him- 
felf,  araidll  the  fatigues  of  his 
great  work,  the  life  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough. 

However,  this  life,  of  which  he 
never  wrote  one  line,  ferved  him  as 
a  kind  of  llalking-hori'e,  to  reach 
at  any  game  which  he  had  in 
profped. 

When  he  had  finifhed  his  El- 
vira, he  caft  about  in  what  man- 
ner be  could  beft  prevail  upon 
Mr.  Garrick  to  aft  it.  He  knew 
that  his  revived  Eurydice,  and  his 
mafque  of  Britannia,  had  done 
nothing  for  the  managers,  though 
he  had  gained  fomething  by  them 
himfelf.  He  waited  on  Mr.  Gar- 
rick, in  the  ufual  intercourfe  of 
friendihip,  with  Elvira  in  his 
pocket. 

After  the  common  falute,  Mr. 
Garrick  alked  him,  what  it  was 
that  employed  his  ftudies.  *•  Why, 
upon  my  word,  faid  Mallet,  I  am 
eternally  fatigued  with  preparing 
and  arranging  materials  for  the 
life  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough ;  all  my  nights  and  days 
are  occupied  with  that  hillory  ; 
and  you  know,  Mr.  Garrick,  that 
it  is  a  very  bright  and  interefting 
period  in  the  Britifh  annals.  £uc 
hark  you,  my  friend  1  do  you 
know  that  I  have  found  out  a  pret- 
ty fnug  nich  in  it  for  you  ?" 

'*  Heh  !  how's  that!  a  nich  for 
me  !  (faid  the  manager,  turning 
quickly  napon  him,  his  e^es  fpark- 
ling  with  unufual  fire.)  How  the 
devil  could  you  bring  me  into  the 
hillory  of  John  Churchill  Duke  of. 


Marlborough  ?"  —  '*  That's  my 
bufinefs,  my  dear  friend  (rejoined 
Mallet;)  but  I  tell  you,  1  have 
done  it."—"  Well,  faith,  Mal- 
let, you  have  the  art  of  furprifing 
your  friends  in  the  moft  unex- 
pefted  and  the  politeil  manner: 
but  why  won't  you,  now,  who  are 
fo  well  qualified,  write  fomething 
for  the  itage  f  You  (hould  relax. 
Interpone  tuts — ha  ?  you  know  !  fotf 
[  am  fure  the  theatre  is  a  mere- 
matter  of  diverfion,  a  pleafure  io- 
you." 

"  Why  faith  (faid  the  other)  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  have,  when•^ 
ever  I  could  rob  the  duke  of  an 
hour  or  fo,  employed  myfelf  in 
adapting  La  Motte's  Ines  de 
Caftro  to  the  Englilh  ftage,  and 
here  it  is."  The  manager  em- 
braced Elvira  with  rapture,  and 
brought  it  forward  with  all  expe- 
dition*. 

A  gentleman  of  the  law,  wha 
could  not  mifs  fuch  an  opportu- 
nity of  laughing  at  Mr.  Garrick's 
vanity,  met  him  one  day,  and  told 
him  he  had  been  applied  to  by  the 
bookfellers  to  publiih  an  edition  of 
the  Statutes  at  Large,  and  he  hoped 
he  Ihould  find  a  fnug  nich  in  them 
to  introduce  him. 

The  ftory  of  Elvira  is  exceed-' 
ingly  aiFetling,  and  Mrs.  Gibber 
would  excite  tears,  if  poffible, 
from  infenfibiliiy  ;  but  tihe  ftyle 
of  Mallet  is  not  dramatick  ;  it  is 
laboured  and  artedled,  void  of 
nature  and  fimplicity.  Thfe  play 
was  well  afted,  but  I  believe  it 
was  ftopped  at  the  ninth  niglit. 
Some  application  made  by  the  pit 
to  an  unpopular  nobleman  did  no 
manner  of  fervice  to  it.     Mallet, 


*  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  life  of  Mallet,  places  this  anecdote  to  the  Mafque  of 
Alfred. 


R4 


alarmeil 


248      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1780. 


alarmed  at  the  difcontinuing  the 
run  of  his  laft  and  favourite  off- 
fpring,  acquainted  Mr.  Garrick  by 
a  note,  that  he  had  received  forty 
cards  from  perfonsof  diftindion,  all 
of  whom  defired  to  know  the  r#a- 
fon  why  his  play  vvas  flopped  ;  and 
for  anfwer,  he  had  referred  ihem  to 
him,  the  proper  judge. 

Mr.  Garrick  had  no  llomach  to 
repeat  the  adling  of  a  tragedy  that 
was  not  approved  by  the  public, 
and  in  which  he  had  received  fuch 
ijgnal  mortification.  The  part  of 
Do  i  Pedro  in  Elvira  was  the  lalt 
new  charaSer  he  ever  afled. 

I  have  laid  a  great  deal  of  this 
gentlenisn,  and  yet  there  was  a 
itriking  peculiarity  in  his  conduft 
that  I  ought  not  to  omit,  as  it  may 
very  probably  convey  fome  ufeful 
advice  to  others.  He  was  a  great 
free-thinker,  and  a  very  free- 
fpeaker  of  his  free-thoughts ;  he 
made  no  fcruple  to  difl'cminate  his 
fceptical  opinions  v^herever  he 
could  with  any  propriety  irjtroduce 
them. 

At  his  own  table  indeed,  the 
lady  of  the  hoiii'e  (who  was  a 
ftaunch  advocate  for  her  hufband's 
opinions)  would  often,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument,  fay  "  Sir, 
twe  dfi/fs." 

She  once  made  nfe  of  this  ex- 
preflion  in  a  mixed  company  to 
David  Hume,  who  refufed  the  in- 
tended compliment,  by  aflerting 
that  he  was  a  very  good  Chriftian; 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  appeal- 
ed to  a  worthy  clergyman  prefent; 
9nd  this  occafjoned  a  laugh,  which 
9  little  difconcerted  the  lady  and 
Mr    Mailet. 

The  leiflure  i|pon  the  aou  ae- 
dcnda  of  the  free-thlrkers  was  re- 
peated fo  often,  and  urged  with 
S»  'such  earneftnefs,  that  the  infe- 


rior domeflicks  became  foon  as  %<- 
ble  difputants  as  the  heads  of  the 
family.  The  fellow  who  waited 
a:  table  being  ihotooghly  convinc- 
ed, that  for  any  of  his  mifdeeds 
he  ihould  have  no  after-account  to 
make,  wasrefolved  to  profit  by  the 
dofirine,  and  made  off  with  many 
things  of  value,  particularly  the 
plate.  Luckily  he  was  fo  clofely 
purfued,  that  he  was  brought  back 
with  his  prey  to  his  mafter's  houfe, 
who  examined  him  before  feme 
feleft  friends.  Ac  firfl:,  the  man 
was  fuUen,  and  would  anfwer  no 
queftions  put  to  him  ;  but  being 
urged  to  give  a  reafon  for  his  in- 
famous behaviour,  he  refolutely 
faid,  *'  Sir,  I  had  heard  you  fo 
often  talk  of  the  impoffibility  of  a 
future  Hate,  and  that  after  death 
there  was  no  reward  for  virtue,  or 
punifhment  for  vice,  that  I  was 
tempted  to  commit  the  robbery.' 
"  Well ;  but  you  rafcal  (replied 
Mallet)  had  you  no  fear  of  the 
gallows  ?"  *  Sir,  faid  the  fellow 
(looking  fiernly  at  bis  mailer) 
what  is  that  to  you,  if  I  had  a 
mind  to  venture  that?  you  had 
removed  my  greateil  terror;  why 
fhouid  I  fear  the  lefier  ?'  Mr. 
Mallet  died  April  21,  1765." 

We  fhall  conclude  our  extrafis 
from  this  entertaining  mifcellany 
with  the  following  arecdotes  of 
two  celebrated  and  much  admired 
theatrical  perfonages,  Mr5.  Clive, 
and  Mr.  Foote. 

"  About  a  year  after  Mrs, Pritch- 
ard  had  withdrawn  from  the  thea- 
tre, her  conftant  companion  and 
friend,  M«.  Clive,  determined  to 
follow  her  example ;  had  (he 
thought  proper,  fhe  could  have 
continued  feveral  years  longer  to 
delight  the  public  in  various  cha- 
racters 
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rafters  adapted  to  her  figure  and 
time  of  life ;  for  to  the  laft  fhe 
was  admirable  and  unrivalled. 

Mr.  Garrick  fent  Mr-  Hopkins, 
the  prompter,  to  her,  to  know 
whether  fhe  was  in  earneft  in  her 
intention  of  leaving  the  ftage. 
To  fuch  a  meflenger  Mrs.  Ciive 
difdained  to  give  an  anfwer.  To 
Mr.  George  Garrick,  whom  he 
afterwards  deputed  to  wait  on  her 
upon  the  fame  errand,  this  high- 
fpirited  adirefs  was  not  much  more 
civil ;  however,  fhe  condefcended 
to  tell  him,  that,  if  his  brother 
wlfhed  to  know  her  mind,  he 
ibould  have  called  upon  her  him- 
felf.  When  the  manager  and 
Mrs.  Ciive  met,  their  interview 
was  fhort,  and  their  difcourfe  cu- 
rious. After  fonae  compliments 
on  her  great  merit,  Mr.  Garrick 
wifhed,  he  faid,  that  fhe  would 
continue,  for  her  own  fake,  fome 
year?  longer  on  the  ftage.  This 
civil  fuggeftion  fhe  anfwered  by  a 
look  of  contempt,  and  a  deciflve 
negative.  He  afked  how  much 
fhe  was  worth  ;  (he  replied  brifkly, 
as  much  as  himfelf.  Upon  his 
fmiling  at  her  fuppofed  ignorance 
or  mifinformation,  fhe  explained 
herfelf,  by  telling  him,  that  flje 
knew  when  fhe  had  enough, 
though  he  never  would.  He  then 
entreated  her  to  renew  her  agree- 
ment for  three  or  four  years  ;  (he 
peremptorily  refufed.  Upon  re- 
peating his  regret  at  her  leaving 
the  ftage,  (he  abruptly  told  him, 
that  (he  hated  hypocrify  ;  for  fhe 
was  fure  that  he  would  light  up 
candles  for  joy  of  her  leaving  him, 
but  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
fome  expence, —  Every  body  will 
fee  there  was  an  unnecefTary  fniart- 
nefs  in  the  lady's  language,  ap- 
proaching po  rudenefs  j  but  hpw- 
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ever  it  was  her  way,  as  her  friend 
Mrs.  Pritchard  ufed  toexprefsit. 

The  other  anecdote  relates  to 
tranfaftions  between  Mr.  Garrick 
and  Mr.  Foote,  which,  if  the 
whole  of  them  be  true,  place  the 
profligacy  of  the  one,  arifing  from 
his  irregularities,  and  the  timi- 
dity of  the  other,  arifing  from  his 
vanity,  in  a  ftriking  point  of  view. 

Thefe  rivals  would  often  meet 
at  the  houfes  of  perfons  of  fafhion, 
who  were  glad  to  have  two  fuch 
guefts  at  their  table ;  though  they 
certainly  ftiould  have  entertained 
their  friends  feparately  ;  for  Mr. 
Garrick  was  a  muta  perfona  in  the 
jWefence  of  Foote :  he  was  all 
aomiration  when  this  great  genius 
entertained  the  company,  and  no 
man  laughed  more  heartily  at  his 
lively  falliesthan  he  did.  It  mu(t 
he  owned  that  he  tried  all  methods 
to  conciliate  Foote's  mind,  fo  far 
at  leaft  as  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
forbear  his  illiberal  attacks  upon 
him  when  abfent ;  and  this  he 
ought  to  have  done  for  his  own 
fake,  for  Foote  often  rendered  his 
converfation  difgufting  by  hb 
naufeous  abufe  of  Mr.  Garrick ; 
but,  the  more  fenlibility  the  latter 
difcovered,  the  greater  price  the 
former  put  upon  his  ceafing  from 
hoftilities. 

The  great  fuccefs  of  the  Strat. 
ford  Jubilee,  when  exhibited,  in 
the  winter  of  1770,  at  Drury.lane, 
infpired  this  envious  man  with 
the  defign  of  producing  a  mock 
proce(Gon  in  imitation  of  it,  and 
of  introducing  Mr.  Garrick  upon 
his  ftage.  He  confidered  him  as 
fit  goods  to  bring  to  his  market; 
a  man  fo  rich,  fo  meritorious,  {iS 
well  known,  io  much  admired, 
and  fo  envied,  was  a  prey  too 
valuable  not  to  be  feized  on  for 
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his  own  ufe ;  the  foregoing  it,  he 
thought,  would  be  lofing  a  ftaple 
commodity,  which  would  fill  his 
houfe  fory  nights  fucceffively,  or 
perhaps  for  the  whole  fummer.  In 
this  mock  proceflion,  a  fellow  was 
to  be  dreifed  up,  and  made  as 
much  like  Mr.  Garrick  as  poili- 
ble  ;  it  was  intended  that  fome  ra- 
gamuffin in  the  proceflion  (hould 
addrefs  Rofcius  in  the  well-known 
lines  of  the  poet  laureat,  ^ 

A  nation's  tifte  depends  on  y  u  ; 
Perhaps  a  nation's  virtue  too. 

The  reprefenter  of  Mr.  Garrick 
was  to  make  no  anfwer,  but  to  cry 
•*  Cock  a  doodle  do!"      ^ 

While  this  fcheme   was  in  em- 
bryo,    Foote's    neceffities,    which 
were  brought  on  by  a  ridiculous 
parade  of /plendid  living,  by  hir- 
ing a  number  of  ufelefs  fervants, 
and  by   treating  with  magnificent 
dinners  .thofe  who  laughed  at  his 
wit,  drank  his  claret,  and  won  his 
money  at  cards,  (for    he    was    a 
great  dupe  at  play,)  reduced  him 
to   the    humiliating     ficuation    of 
borrowing  money  of  the  man  whom 
he  intended    to  expofe  to  public 
ridicule.       Five   hundred    pounds 
were  lent  to  him  by  Mr,  Garrick  ; 
and  this    fum,  after    a    fuccefsful 
run  of  a  new  piece,  was  paid  back 
in   a    pettifti    refentmenr,   becaufe 
it  was  pretended   that    Mr.   Gar- 
rick's   creatures  had    circulated    a 
report   that   Mr.   Foote  was  under 
obligations  to  him.     By  this  time 
he  had  formed  his  plan,  and  had 
refolved,    or  at  leaft    fo   he    g^ve 
out,  to  put   it  in  execution.     He 
was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  de- 
fign  from   Mr,   Garrick,  who  had 
early    intelligence    of    the  whole 
fcheme.      The  uneafinefs   he  felt 
upon  the  occafion  could  not  be 


difTembled  ;  he  dreaded  public  ri- 
dicule as  the  worlt  of  all  misfor- 
tunes, and  apprehended  the  ruin 
of  that  reputation  which  he  had 
been  raifing  fo  many  years.  To 
refent  an  affront  perfonally  to  a 
man  with  a  wooden  leg  would  only 
have  cxpoied  him  to  laughter. 

It  was  pleafant  enough,  during 
the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  to  fee 
them  meet  on  a  vifit,  at  a  noble- 
man's door,  and  alighting  from 
their  chariots.  Significant  looks 
were  exchanged  belore  they  fpoke  ; 
Mr.  Garrick  broke  filence  firil: 
**  What  is  it,  war  or  peace  V* 
"  Oh!  peace,  by  all  means," 
faid  Foote,  with  much  apparent 
glee;  afld  the  day  was  fpent  in 
great  feeming  cordiality.  Much 
about  this  time,  Mr.  Garrick  paid 
this  levelling  fatirift  a  vifit,  and 
was  furprifed  to  fee  a  buft  of  hira- 
felf  placed  on  his  bureau.  Is  this 
intended  as  a  compliment  to  me  f 
faid  Rofcius.  —  Certainly.  And 
can  you  trull  me  fo  near  your  cafh 
and  your  bank-notes  ? — Yes,  very 
well,  faid  Foote  ;  for  you  are 
without  hands. 

What  put  an  end  to  this  projeft 
I  could  never  learn  :  whether  a 
well-timed  gratification,  or  Gar- 
rick's  threats  of  ferving  him  in 
kind.  But  of  this  lad  I  never  heard 
the  leaft  hint,  though  I  am  well 
perfuaded  that  fuch  a  menace 
might  probably  have  had  its  ef- 
fed ;  for  no  man  threatened  more 
than  Foote,  nor  was  any  man  more 
timorous.  At  the  time  when  he 
was  dealing  out  his  fcandal  at  the 
Hay-market,  and  levelling  all 
charafters  for  his  private  emolu- 
ment, he  was  heard  to  declare,  in 
a  kind  of  agony,  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  to  take  a  news-paper  in  his 
hand,  for   fear   of  reading  fome 
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outrageous  abufe  upon  himfelf  or 
his  friends. 

But,  although  the  projeft  of  a 
mock  proceffion  was  given  up, 
Foote  thought  the  ridiculing  Gar- 
rick  on  the  ftage  was  a  morfel  too 
delicious  to  reiign.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  mind  of  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  was  difturbed  by  a  fcanda- 
lous  and  falfe  infinuation,  which 
the  author  of  it  publickly  and  fo- 
lemnly  afterwards  difavowed,  Mr. 
Foote,  from  a  ridiculous  pretence 
that  Mr,  Garrick  kept  his  play- 
houfe  open  purpofely  to  diftrefs 
him,  by  acling  feveral  of  his  moft 
favourite  charafters,  aqd  by  thefe 
means  drawing  all  the  play-going 
people  to  Drury-lane»  refolved  to 
(hew  his  refentment  in  a  manner 
the  moft  profitable  to  himfelf  and 
ofFenfive  to  Mr.  Garrick. 

He  firft  attacked  him  with  much 
vehemence  in  the  news-papers,  in 
the  form  of  letters,  fables,  and 
dialogues.  This  was  preparatory 
to  his  grand  defign  of  regaling 
the  public  with  a  feaft  ofRofcius. 
The  new  fcheme  was  to  introduce 
him  in  his  puppet-ftiew  :  to  this 
end,  a  maflc  was  made,  that  bore 
as  near  a  refemblance  as  poiHble 


to  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Gar- 
rick, and  this  he  fhewed  to  all  his 
vifiiors ;  a  pafte-board  figure  of  a 
body  was  prepared,  to  be  joined 
to  the  head  ;  a  man  was  to  be 
concealed  under  this  ftrange  ihell, 
who  was,  every  now  and  then,  to 
utter  fomething  which  the  author 
was  to  convey  to  him.  But  fo 
fond  was  Foote  of  his  favourite 
Cock  a  doodle  do !  that,  as  foon  as 
the  figure  was  introduced  on  the 
ftage,  he  was  ordered  to  clap  his 
fides,  and  crow  as  loud  as  the 
cock  in  Hamlet. 

This  mock  reprefentation  of  Mr, 
Garrick  was  talked  of  for  a  long 
time,  though  not  announced  in 
the  news-papers.  Foote  laboured 
to  raife  his  fears  and  apprehen- 
fions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
create  an  appetite  in  the  public 
for  fo  extraordinary  a  di(h.  That 
this  projed,  too,  was  afterwards 
laid  afide,  it  was  generally  fup« 
pofed,  was  owing  to  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney which  was  borrowed  never  to 
be  repaid ;  or  perhaps  to  a  grati- 
fication, the  accepting  of  which 
wasftill  more  dilhonourable  ;  hoi^- 
ever,  this  is  only  conjefture." 
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